ethiopian bible

ethiopian bible holds a unique place in the world’s religious and historical landscape. Revered for
its depth, age, and distinct canon, the Ethiopian Bible offers insights into ancient Christianity and
the cultural heritage of Ethiopia. In this article, you’ll discover what sets the Ethiopian Bible apart
from other biblical texts, its origins, unique books, language, translation history, and its influence on
Ethiopian society. We’'ll also explore the physical manuscripts, their preservation, and why
researchers and believers around the globe are fascinated by this sacred scripture. If you are
curious about one of the oldest and most comprehensive biblical collections, this comprehensive
guide will provide the key facts and fascinating details you need to know.
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Origins and Historical Background of the Ethiopian
Bible

The Ethiopian Bible traces its origins to some of the earliest Christian communities in Africa.
Christianity arrived in Ethiopia during the 4th century when King Ezana of the ancient Kingdom of
Aksum adopted Christianity as the state religion. The translation and compilation of biblical texts
began soon after, making Ethiopia one of the first nations to embrace Christianity officially. Over
centuries, Ethiopian scribes, scholars, and clergy contributed to the collection, preservation, and
expansion of the biblical canon. The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church became the primary
steward of these sacred writings, ensuring their transmission across generations. The Ethiopian
Bible’s formation reflects a blend of ancient Jewish traditions, early Christian beliefs, and unique
Ethiopian perspectives, resulting in a scripture collection unparalleled in breadth and depth.

Distinctive Features of the Ethiopian Bible Canon

The canon of the Ethiopian Bible is widely recognized as the largest and most diverse among all
Christian traditions. While most Western Christian Bibles contain 66 to 73 books, the Ethiopian



Orthodox Tewahedo Church’s canon includes up to 81 books. This extensive collection features both
familiar and unique texts, highlighting its distinctiveness in the Christian world.

Books Exclusive to the Ethiopian Bible

The Ethiopian Bible contains several books not found in other Christian canons. These texts offer
additional historical, theological, and ethical insights.

e Enoch (1 Enoch) - An ancient Jewish apocalyptic text describing visions, angels, and the
coming judgment.

e Jubilees - A retelling of Genesis and Exodus with a focus on chronology and law.

e 1 Meqgabyan, 2 Meqabyan, and 3 Meqabyan - Distinct from the Catholic and Orthodox
Maccabees, these books contain unique narratives about faith and perseverance.

» Book of the Covenant - Laws and ethical teachings attributed to Moses.

e Book of the Shepherd (Hermas) - Early Christian allegories and visions.

Structure and Organization

The Ethiopian Bible is organized differently from Western Bibles. It contains the Old Testament,
New Testament, and additional books grouped as Deuterocanonical or “narrower canon” and
“broader canon.” The arrangement emphasizes liturgical use and theological themes central to the
Ethiopian Orthodox faith.

Languages and Translation of the Ethiopian Bible

The primary language of the Ethiopian Bible is Ge’ez, an ancient Semitic language once spoken
throughout northern Ethiopia and Eritrea. Ge’ez remains the liturgical language of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church, much like Latin in the Roman Catholic tradition. Early translations from Greek,
Hebrew, and Syriac into Ge’ez began as early as the 5th century. Over time, portions of the Bible
have also been translated into Amharic, Tigrinya, and other Ethiopian languages to make scripture
accessible to the wider population.

Role of Ge’ez in Ethiopian Christianity

Ge’ez is not only the scriptural language but also forms the basis for Ethiopian liturgical chants,
prayers, and religious literature. The mastery of Ge’ez is essential for clergy and scholars, ensuring
the continuity of ancient traditions and theological teachings.



Manuscripts and Preservation Efforts

Ethiopian biblical manuscripts are renowned for their age, artistry, and cultural significance. Many
handwritten manuscripts, some dating back over a thousand years, are preserved in monasteries,
churches, and libraries across Ethiopia. These manuscripts are often richly decorated with colorful
illustrations, elaborate calligraphy, and intricate bindings.

Conservation and Digitization Initiatives

Efforts to preserve the Ethiopian Bible manuscripts involve both local and international institutions.
Conservation projects seek to repair and protect fragile texts, while digitization initiatives aim to
make these treasures accessible to researchers and the public. Notable libraries and collections
include the National Archives in Addis Ababa and the British Library, which hold significant
Ethiopian scriptural materials for study and preservation.

Religious and Cultural Significance in Ethiopia

The Ethiopian Bible is central to the religious life of millions of Ethiopians. It guides worship,
doctrine, and community ethics within the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church. The text shapes
liturgical practices, festivals, and rites of passage such as baptism and marriage. Its stories and
teachings are passed down through generations, reinforcing values of faith, resilience, and
compassion.

Role in Daily and Festive Life

Scripture readings from the Ethiopian Bible form the core of daily prayers and major holidays,
including Timkat (Epiphany) and Meskel (Finding of the True Cross). The Bible’s influence extends
beyond church walls, inspiring Ethiopian art, music, literature, and even national identity.

Influence on Global Christianity and Scholarship

The Ethiopian Bible has captured the attention of theologians, historians, and biblical scholars
worldwide. Its unique canon, ancient manuscripts, and early Christian traditions offer valuable
insights into the development of Christianity outside the Western world. Researchers study the
Ethiopian Bible to understand the transmission of biblical texts, early Jewish-Christian relations, and
the diversity of Christian thought.



Academic and Interfaith Importance

The Ethiopian Bible’s influence extends into interfaith dialogue, comparative religion, and the search
for lost or alternative biblical texts. Its preservation and study contribute to a broader understanding
of Christianity’s global history and cultural diversity.

Frequently Asked Questions about the Ethiopian Bible

Below are some common questions and detailed answers to further clarify key aspects of the
Ethiopian Bible.

Q: What makes the Ethiopian Bible different from other
Christian Bibles?

A: The Ethiopian Bible has the largest biblical canon, including up to 81 books, with several unique
texts such as Enoch and Jubilees not found in other Christian traditions.

Q: What language was the original Ethiopian Bible written in?

A: The original Ethiopian Bible was written in Ge’ez, an ancient Semitic language, which remains the
liturgical language of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church.

Q: How old are the oldest Ethiopian Bible manuscripts?

A: Some Ethiopian Bible manuscripts date back over a thousand years, with the oldest known
examples originating between the 5th and 7th centuries.

Q: Are there books in the Ethiopian Bible not found
elsewhere?

A: Yes, the Ethiopian Bible contains exclusive books, including 1 Enoch, Jubilees, and three books of
Meqgabyan, which are not part of other Christian canons.

Q: Why is the Ethiopian Bible important for biblical
scholarship?

A: The Ethiopian Bible offers unique perspectives on early Christianity, ancient textual traditions,
and the evolution of the biblical canon, making it invaluable for scholars.



Q: Is the Ethiopian Bible available in modern Ethiopian
languages?

A: Yes, portions of the Ethiopian Bible have been translated into modern languages such as Amharic
and Tigrinya to increase accessibility.

Q: Where are the Ethiopian Bible manuscripts preserved?

A: Manuscripts are kept in Ethiopian monasteries, churches, the National Archives, and major
international libraries for preservation and study.

Q: How is the Ethiopian Bible used in Ethiopian religious life?

A: Tt guides worship, doctrine, and daily practices, serving as the cornerstone of Ethiopian Orthodox
Christian faith and culture.

Q: What is the significance of Ge’ez in the Ethiopian Bible?

A: Ge’ez is the original scriptural and liturgical language, vital for maintaining the ancient traditions
and teachings of the Ethiopian Church.

Q: How is the Ethiopian Bible influencing global Christianity?

A: Tts unique canon, early Christian heritage, and preserved manuscripts provide valuable insights
and foster dialogue across Christian denominations and academic fields.
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The Ethiopian Bible: A Window into Ancient
Christianity

The Ethiopian Bible, a treasure trove of ancient Christian texts, holds a unique and fascinating place
in religious history. Unlike the canonical Bible familiar to many, the Ethiopian version, known as the
Biblical Canon of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, boasts additional books and variations
in existing ones, offering a rich and captivating glimpse into a centuries-old tradition. This
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comprehensive guide delves into the history, contents, and significance of the Ethiopian Bible,
providing a detailed look at its unique features and enduring legacy.

The History of the Ethiopian Bible: A Journey Through Time

The story of the Ethiopian Bible begins centuries ago, long before the widespread availability of
printing presses. Oral tradition played a crucial role in its transmission, with scriptures passed down
through generations of priests and scribes. While the exact date of its translation remains debated,
scholarly consensus points to a gradual process spanning several centuries, heavily influenced by
the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible) and the early Coptic translations. These
translations arrived in Ethiopia via various routes, likely through trade and missionary efforts. The
early translations were written in Ge'ez, the ancient liturgical language of Ethiopia, which continues
to hold a sacred status within the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church. This ancient language itself
adds a layer of complexity and intrigue to the study of the Ethiopian Bible. Over time, scribes
meticulously copied and recopied the scriptures, leading to variations and unique interpretations
within different manuscripts.

The Unique Contents of the Ethiopian Bible: Beyond the
Familiar

The Ethiopian Bible's most striking feature lies in its expanded canon. While it includes the books
present in the Protestant Old Testament and the Catholic/Orthodox Old and New Testaments, it also
incorporates several deuterocanonical books, often excluded from Protestant Bibles, and several
additional texts entirely unique to the Ethiopian tradition. These additions offer valuable insight into
the theological perspectives and cultural context of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church.

###+# Key Additional Texts:

The Book of Enoch: A significant apocalyptic text detailing the angelic rebellion and the coming
judgment.

The Book of Jubilees: A reinterpretation of Genesis, presenting a chronological framework for
biblical history.

The Book of Ezra: An apocryphal text presenting a different version of the events surrounding the
return from exile.

The Psalms of Solomon: A collection of Psalms attributed to Solomon, reflecting messianic hopes and
expectations.

Megab'el: A text often described as a spiritual treatise on the heavenly world.

Qal'e'a: Another spiritual treatise that deals with various theological and spiritual themes

These extra-canonical texts, while not accepted as canonical by all Christian denominations, provide
a crucial lens through which to understand the unique theological landscape of Ethiopian
Christianity. They showcase a different understanding of scripture and its implications for faith and
practice.



The Significance of the Ethiopian Bible: Cultural and
Religious Impact

The Ethiopian Bible isn't just a collection of religious texts; it's a cornerstone of Ethiopian culture
and identity. It has profoundly shaped Ethiopian history, art, literature, and worldview for centuries.
The richly illustrated manuscripts, often adorned with intricate designs and vibrant colors, are
works of art in themselves, reflecting the deep reverence with which the scriptures are held. These
manuscripts serve not only as religious documents but also as valuable historical artifacts, providing
insights into Ethiopian artistic traditions and the evolution of its writing systems. The Bible's
enduring presence in Ethiopian society continues to influence ethical standards, social norms, and
political discourse, highlighting its profound and multifaceted impact.

The Ethiopian Bible in the Modern Era: Preservation and
Access

In recent years, there has been a growing effort to preserve and make accessible the Ethiopian
Bible. Digitalization projects and scholarly research are working to catalogue and translate these
ancient texts, bringing them to a wider audience. This increased access allows for a deeper
understanding of Ethiopian Christianity and its unique theological perspectives. This ongoing effort
is vital for preserving a crucial part of global religious history and promoting interfaith dialogue and
understanding.

Conclusion

The Ethiopian Bible stands as a testament to the richness and diversity of Christian traditions. Its
unique contents, ancient history, and enduring cultural significance offer a captivating journey into a
world of faith and scholarship. Studying this exceptional collection of texts provides invaluable
insights into early Christianity, the development of biblical interpretations, and the vibrant tapestry
of Ethiopian culture. By understanding the Ethiopian Bible, we gain a deeper appreciation for the
multifaceted nature of faith and the diverse paths humanity has taken in its pursuit of spiritual
understanding.

FAQs

1. Is the Ethiopian Bible translated into English? Parts of the Ethiopian Bible have been translated
into English, but a complete and readily accessible translation is still a work in progress. Many



translations are focused on specific books or sections.

2. Where can I find copies of Ethiopian Bible manuscripts? Original Ethiopian Bible manuscripts are
primarily housed in Ethiopian libraries, monasteries, and churches. Some copies are held in major
research libraries worldwide, often as part of special collections.

3. How does the Ethiopian Bible differ theologically from other Christian Bibles? The inclusion of
apocryphal and pseudepigraphical texts leads to some variations in theological interpretations,
particularly regarding angelology, eschatology, and the relationship between the Old and New
Testaments.

4. What is the significance of Ge'ez in the context of the Ethiopian Bible? Ge'ez is the language of the
original Ethiopian Bible translations. Its continued use in liturgical contexts highlights the enduring
link between language, tradition, and faith.

5. Are there ongoing efforts to preserve the Ethiopian Bible? Yes, numerous institutions and scholars
are actively involved in digitizing, translating, and researching Ethiopian Bible manuscripts to
ensure their preservation and accessibility for future generations.

ethiopian bible: The Garima Gospels Judith S. McKenzie, Francis Watson, 2016-12-31 The
three Garima Gospels are the earliest surviving Ethiopian gospel books. They provide glimpses of
lost late antique luxury gospel books and art of the fifth to seventh centuries, in the Aksumite
kingdom of Ethiopia as well as in the Christian East. As this work shows, their artwork is closely
related to Syriac, Armenian, Greek, and Georgian gospel books and to the art of late antique (Coptic)
Egypt, Nubia, and Himyar (Yemen). Like most gospel manuscripts, the Garima Gospels contain
ornately decorated canon tables which function as concordances of the different versions of the
same material in the gospels. Analysis of these tables of numbered parallel passages, devised by
Eusebius of Caesarea, contributes significantly to our understanding of the early development of the
canonical four gospel collection. The origins and meanings of the decorated frames, portraits of the
evangelists, Alexandrian circular pavilion, and unique image of the Jerusalem Temple are elucidated.
The Garima texts and decoration demonstrate how a distinctive Christian culture developed in
Aksumite Ethiopia, while also belonging to the mainstream late antique Mediterranean world.
Lavishly illustrated in colour, this volume presents all of the Garima illuminated pages for the first
time and extensive comparative material. It will be an essential resource for those studying late
antique art and history, Ethiopia, eastern Christianity, New Testament textual criticism, and
illuminated books.

ethiopian bible: Books of the Ethiopian Bible Ethiopian Church, 2019-09-30 The Ethiopian
Bible is the oldest and most complete bible on earth.Written in Ge'ez an ancient dead language of
Ethiopia it's nearly 800 years older than the King James Version and contains over 100 books
compared to 66 of the Protestant Bible. The Ethiopian Bible includes the Books of Enoch, Esdras,
Buruch and all 3 Books of Megabyan (Maccabees), and a host of others that were excommunicated
from the KJV. Books of the Ethiopian Bible features 20 of these books that are not included in the
Protestant Bible.

ethiopian bible: Ethiopian Bible Books Ethiopian Church, 2024-05-29

ethiopian bible: An Ethiopian Reading of the Bible Keon-Sang An, 2015-10-01 This book
explores the biblical interpretation of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido Church (EOTC). In doing so,
it illuminates the interpretation of the Bible in a particular historical and cultural context and
presents a compelling example of the contextual nature of biblical interpretation. Those who visit
Ethiopia experience its unique spirituality, which is significantly informed by the presence of the
EOTC. The EOTC has existed from earliest years of the Christian church. It has also developed and




maintained its own ecclesiastic tradition in the Ethiopian context and has its own distinctive way of
reading the Bible. It is noteworthy, particularly in the African context, that it has its own
commentaries on the Scriptures, which continue to serve as a vital tradition in the EOTC's
interpretation of the Bible. This is evident in the contemporary hermeneutics and sermons of EOTC
preachers. In its comprehensive consideration of the EOTC's past and present, this book examines
the interplay between tradition and context in biblical interpretation and contributes to current
biblical scholarship.

ethiopian bible: Enoch the Ethiopian Indus Khamit Cush, 2015-02

ethiopian bible: The Canon of the New Testament Bruce M. Metzger, 1997-03-07 This book
provides information from Church history concerning the recognition of the canonical status of the
several books of the New Testament. Canonization was a long and gradual process of sifting among
scores of gospels, epistles, and other books that enjoyed local and temporary authority - some of
which have only recently come to light among the discoveries of Nag Hammadi. After discussing the
external pressures that led to the fixing of the limits of the canon, the author gives sustained
attention to Patristic evidence that bears on the development of the canon not only in the West but
also among the Eastern Churches, including the Syrian, Armenian, Georgian, Coptic, and Ethiopian.
Besides considering differences as to the sequence of the books in the New Testament, Dr Metzger
takes up such questions as which form of text is to be regarded as canonical; whether the canon is
open or closed; to what extent a canon should be sought within the canon; and whether the canon is
a collection of authoritative books or an authoritative collection of books.

ethiopian bible: The Bible in Ethiopia Curt Niccum, 2014-05-28 The Ethiopic version provides a
window into the state of the Greek Bible as it circulated in East Africa at the end of the fourth
century. It is, therefore, an extremely important witness to the Bible's early transmission history, yet
its testimony has typically been ignored or misunderstood by text critics. This study examines the
history of the book of Acts in Ethiopia and reconstructs its earliest attainable text, which then is
assessed using the latest text-critical methods. It therefore provides a solid base for interpreting the
data of this key witness and lays the groundwork for future text-critical work in Ethiopic and other
early versions.

ethiopian bible: The Universal Bible of the Protestant, Catholic, Orthodox, Ethiopic, Syriac, and
Samaritan Church Joseph Lumpkin, 2015 OLD TESTAMENT BOOKS- 1. Genesis - 2. Exodus - 3.
Leviticus - 4. Numbers - 5. Deuteronomy - 6. Joshua - 7. Judges - 8. Ruth - 9. 1 Samuel - 10. 2 Samuel
-11. 1 Kings - 12. 2 Kings - 13. 1 Chronicles - 14. 2 Chronicles - 15. Ezra - 16. Nehemiah - 17. Esther
-18. Job - 19. Psalms and 151, 151.1 - 20. Proverbs - 21. Ecclesiastes - 22. Song of Songs- 23. Isaiah -
24. Jeremiah - 25. Lamentations - 26. Ezekiel - 27. Daniel - 28. Hosea - 29. Joel - 30. Amos - 31.
Obadiah - 32. Jonah - 33. Micah - 34. Nahum - 35. Habakkuk - 36. Zephaniah - 37. Haggai - 38.
Zechariah - 40. Malachi - NEW TESTAMENT- 1. Matthew - 2. Mark - 3. Luke - 4. John - 5. Acts -
Including Chapter 29 - 6. Romans - 7. I Corinthians - 8. II Corinthians - 9. Galatians - 10. Ephesians -
11. Philippians - 12. Colossians - 13. I Thessalonians - 14. II Thessalonians - 15. I Timothy - 16. II
Timothy - 17. Titus - 18. Philemon - 19. Hebrews - 20. James - 21. I Peter - 22. II Peter - 23. I John -
24. 11 John - 25. I1I John - 26. Jude - 27. Revelation - Additional Books of the NEW TESTAMENT-
Epistle to the Laodiceans - Acts of Paul and Thecla - III Corinthians - APOCRYPHA - 1. 1 Esdras - 2. 2
Esdras - 3. 1 Maccabees - 4. 2 Maccabees - 5. 3 Maccabees - 6. 4 Maccabees - 7. Letter (Epistle) of
Jeremiah - 8. The Prayer of Azariah - Song of the Three Children - 9. Baruch - 10. Prayer of
Manasseh (Manassas) - 11. Bel and the Dragon - 12. Wisdom of Sirach - 13. Wisdom of Solomon - 14.
Additions to Esther - 15. Tobit - 16. Judith - 17. Susanna - 18. Enoch - 19. Jubilees - 20. 1 Clement -
21. The Ascension of Isaiah - 22. Shepherd of Hermas - 23. The Didache - 24. Apocalypse of Baruch -
25. Josephus' Jewish War VI - 26. 4 Baruch -

ethiopian bible: The Apocrypha, 2009 The number of books in the Bible depends on which
Bible is being referenced. Protestant and Catholic churches recognize 27 New Testament books.
Protestants recognize 39 books of the Jewish canon in the Old Testament. Roman Catholics hold 46
books of the Old Testament as canon, along with expanded versions of Esther and Daniel. In addition




to the 73 books of the Catholic Bible, the Orthodox Church adds three more books to their canon. By
far, the largest canon of all is found in the Ethiopic Church, whose Bible totals 81 books. This
Apocryphal volume contains the books of the Catholic, Orthodox, and Ethiopic Bibles, which include:
1 Esdras, 2 Esdras, 1 Maccabees, 2 Maccabees, 3 Maccabees, 4 Maccabees, Letter (Epistle) of
Jeremiah, The Prayer of Azariah, Baruch, Prayer of Manasseh (Manassas), Bel and the Dragon,
Wisdom of Sirach, Wisdom of Solomon, Additions to Esther, Tobit, Judith, Susanna, Psalm 151,
Enoch, Jubilees, 1 Clements, Shepherd of Hermas.

ethiopian bible: The Text of New Testament B.M. Metzger, B.D. Ehrman, 1968

ethiopian bible: Revelation , 1999-01-01 The final book of the Bible, Revelation prophesies the
ultimate judgement of mankind in a series of allegorical visions, grisly images and numerological
predictions. According to these, empires will fall, the Beast will be destroyed and Christ will rule a
new Jerusalem. With an introduction by Will Self.

ethiopian bible: Ethiopia and the Bible Edward Ullendorff, 1968 Traditionally Ethiopia has
formed a bridge between civilizations, with Jerusalem as vital as Aksum in the national
consciousness of the Ethiopians. In this volume, Professor Ullendorff investigates the relationship of
Ethiopia to the Bible. He considers the historical background, translations of the Bible into Ethiopian
languages, and the impact of the Old Testament, which goes beyond anything experienced in the
other Oriental Christian Churches. The book concludes with an examination of the story of the
Queen of Sheba, based on the Biblical account of the queen's visit to King Solomon. It shows how
this account has undergone extensive Arabian, Ethiopian, Jewish and other elaborations, to become
the subject of one of the most ubiquitous and fertile cycles of legends in the Near East.

ethiopian bible: The Books of Enoch , 2017-05-05 2nd Book of Enoch, the Slavonic Enoch, or 2
Enoch, which is another apocryphal book, found complete only in Old Slavonic manuscripts, and it
was once present in the Old Slavonic Bible. It's usually dated to the first century CE although
Matthew Black in The Oxford Guide to People & Places of the Bible state that there is no manuscript
earlier than the fourteenth century BE. ~ Amazon.

ethiopian bible: A Teacher for All Generations (2 vols.) Eric F. Mason, 2011-10-28 This
collection of essays honors James C. VanderKam on the occasion of his sixty-fifth birthday and
twentieth year on the faculty of the University of Notre Dame. An international group of
scholars—including peers specializing in Second Temple Judaism and Biblical Studies, colleagues
past and present, and former students—offers essays that interact in various ways with ideas and
themes important in VanderKam's own work. The collection is divided into five sections spanning
two volumes. The first volume includes essays on the Hebrew Bible and ancient Near East along
with studies on Qumran and the Dead Sea Scrolls. Essays in the second volume address topics in
early Judaism, Enoch traditions and Jubilees, and the New Testament and early Christianity.

ethiopian bible: The Original Aramaic New Testament in Plain English with Psalms &
Proverbs (8th edition without notes) Rev. David Bauscher, 2014-05-28 This is a translation (8th
edition-2013) of The Aramaic New Testament (Aramaic was the language of Jesus and his
countrymen of 1st century Israel) in a literal English prose translation of The Peshitta New
Testament. A translation of the Psalms & Proverbs from the ancient Peshitta OT Version is included
at the end. This translation is derived from the author's Aramaic-English Interlinear New Testament
and The Psalms & Proverbs interlinear. Aramaic was used in Mel Gibson's film The Passion of the
Christ to make the film as realistic and accurate as possible. This New Testament will surprise and
thrill the reader with its power and inspiration coming from the words of Yeshua (Jesus in ancient
Aramaic) as He originally spoke them, in a literal and readable English rendering. 389 pages
paperback without notes

ethiopian bible: Ethiopian Biblical Commentaries on the Prophet Micah Miguel Angel
Garcia Rodriguez, 1999 Ethiopian biblical commentaries are a corpus of ancient, traditional teaching
that comment on all books of the Bible following a relatively uniform methodology. This Ethiopian
tradition is an heir of the traditional branches of Antiochene and Alexandrian Eastern
Christianity.The existence of these exegetical commentaries is practically unknown outside the



Ethiopian Orthodox Church, whose mission has been to keep and faithfully transmit them from
generation to generation. Most of the commentaries still are in the form of privately owned
parchment manuscripts. These have been handed down from masters to disciples until today.This
volume presents a critical edition of nine manuscripts containing commentaries on prophet Micah. It
also provides an English translation of the originals written in the Gecez and Amharic languages as
well as a study of the literary form of these commentaries.

ethiopian bible: The Book of Parables: Christian Apocrypha Series Enoch, 2019-12-22 One of
numerous texts that were removed from the Bible. This piece was traditionally attributed to Enoch.
These Parables are part of the tradition of Apocalyptic Literature, and come to us as the Voice of
God.

ethiopian bible: An Ethiopian Reading of the Bible Keon-Sang An, 2015-10-01 This book
explores the biblical interpretation of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido Church (EOTC). In doing so,
it illuminates the interpretation of the Bible in a particular historical and cultural context and
presents a compelling example of the contextual nature of biblical interpretation. Those who visit
Ethiopia experience its unique spirituality, which is significantly informed by the presence of the
EOTC. The EOTC has existed from earliest years of the Christian church. It has also developed and
maintained its own ecclesiastic tradition in the Ethiopian context and has its own distinctive way of
reading the Bible. It is noteworthy, particularly in the African context, that it has its own
commentaries on the Scriptures, which continue to serve as a vital tradition in the EOTC's
interpretation of the Bible. This is evident in the contemporary hermeneutics and sermons of EOTC
preachers. In its comprehensive consideration of the EOTC's past and present, this book examines
the interplay between tradition and context in biblical interpretation and contributes to current
biblical scholarship.

ethiopian bible: Lost Books of the Bible and The Forgotten Books of Eden Rutherford
Hayes Platt, 2020-02-12 2020 Reprint of 1926 Editions. Full facsimile of the original editions and not
reproduced with Optical Recognition software. This edition includes two titles published into one
bound volume. Rutherford Hayes Platt, in the preface to his 1963 reprint of this work, states: First
issued in 1926, this is the most popular collection of apocryphal and pseudepigraphal literature ever
published. The translations were first published, under this title, by an unknown editor in The Lost
Books of the Bible Cleveland 1926, but the translations had previously been published many times.
The book is, essentially, a combined reprint of earlier works. The first half, Lost Books of the Bible,
covers the New Testament. The second half of the book, The Forgotten Books of Eden, includes a
translation originally published in 1882 of the First and Second Books of Adam and Eve, translated
first from ancient Ethiopic to German and then into English by Solomon Caesar Malan, and a
number of items of Old Testament pseudepigrapha, such as reprinted in the second volume of R.H.
Charles's Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament (Oxford, 1913).

ethiopian bible: An Ethiopian Reading of the Bible Keong-Sang An, 2016-06-30 In An
Ethiopian Reading of the Bible, Keon-Sang An explores the distinctive biblical interpretation of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido Church (EOTC). He illuminates the interpretation of the Bible in a
particular historical and cultural context and presents a compelling example of the contextual nature
of biblical interpretation. Since the earliest years of the Christian church the EOTC has significantly
informed the unique spirituality of Ethiopia. Drawing on his own experience of teaching theology in
Ethiopia, Keon-Sang An provides a comprehensive consideration of the EOTC's past and present,
and examines the interplay between tradition and context in biblical interpretation. An Ethiopian
Reading of the Bible contributes much to current biblical scholarship and equips readers with the
tools for a future of mutual learning.

ethiopian bible: The Ethiopian Commentary on the Book of Genesis Marsa ‘Alaxaf, Mersha
Alehegne, 2011 The objective of this study is to provide a critical edition of the andemta, or the
commentary, of the biblical Book of Genesis. . .Ethiopia has developed and established its own
tradition of interpretation of biblical and other religious texts. This tradition, known as andemta, is a
unique and valuable legacy of the ancient Ethiopian Orthodox Tawahedo Church -- p.1.



ethiopian bible: Ethiopian Bible History Cuthbert Reed, 2024-09-17 Embark on a captivating
journey through the heart of Ethiopia's rich spiritual heritage with Ethiopian Bible History: The
Secret of the Oldest and most Complete Bible on Earth This groundbreaking book unveils the secrets
of a sacred tradition that has shaped the lives of millions for centuries, inviting you to explore the
profound impact of the Ethiopian Bible on faith, culture, and national identity. Delve into the origins
of Christianity in Ethiopia: Discover the remarkable story of Frumentius and King Ezana, and trace
the evolution of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, a pillar of faith for generations. Uncover
the mysteries of the Ethiopian Bible: Explore its unique canon, its inclusion of deuterocanonical and
apocryphal books, and the profound influence of these texts on Ethiopian theology and spirituality.
Encounter the legendary figures of Ethiopian biblical tradition: From Enoch, the righteous prophet
who walked with God, to the Queen of Sheba, whose wisdom and legacy continue to inspire, these
stories will captivate your imagination and deepen your understanding of the Bible's enduring
power. Marvel at the beauty and symbolism of Ethiopian religious art and architecture: From the
awe-inspiring rock-hewn churches of Lalibela to the intricate illuminations of ancient manuscripts,
witness the artistic expressions of a faith that has flourished for centuries. Experience the vibrant
rhythms of Ethiopian liturgical music and traditions: Immerse yourself in the sounds of ancient
chants, the joyful celebrations of Timkat and Meskel, and the enduring spirit of a people whose faith
has sustained them through centuries of change. Gain a deeper appreciation for the significance of
the Ethiopian Bible: Understand its unique contributions to biblical studies, its role in shaping
Ethiopian identity, and its enduring legacy in the global Christian community. Ethiopian Bible
History is an essential read for anyone seeking a broader understanding of the Bible, the origins of
Christianity, and the rich cultural heritage of Ethiopia. Whether you are a scholar, a student, or
simply a curious reader, this book will transport you to a world of ancient wisdom, enduring faith,
and profound human connection.

ethiopian bible: Liturgy Book of Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church Ras Tafari, 2012-08-19
**Language: Ge'ez, Amharic, English & English Phonetic Transcription (Side-by-Side)** The
complete Ethiopian Liturgy of St. Dioscorus in English The complete Ethiopian Liturgy of St.
Dioscorus in English, Amharic and Geez. Read, Study and learn the Ethiopic Liturgy and Lord's
prayer in the Ancient trilingual languages of the early first century Apostolic Church of the Ethiopian
Eunuch (Acts of the Apostles Chapter 8). This volume contains THE ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX
TEWAHEDO CHURCH PREPARATORY SERVICE, ANAPHORA OF THE APOSTLES AND ANAPHORA
OF ST. DIOSCORUS. Ethiopian Orthodox Church, EOTC, Ethiopic church, Holy Kedassie, St.
Dioscorus, Ethiopian Liturgy, in English, complete Ethiopian Liturgy, in Amharic, Geez, Ethiopic,
Lord's prayer, preparatory service, apostles anaphora, Ethiopian Eunuch, Jah Rastafari.

ethiopian bible: Give Me an Answer Cliffe Knechtle, 1986-03-31 Cliffe Knechtle offers clear,
reasoned and compassionate responses to the tough questions skeptics ask.

ethiopian bible: Holy Bible (NIV) Various Authors,, 2008-09-02 The NIV is the world's
best-selling modern translation, with over 150 million copies in print since its first full publication in
1978. This highly accurate and smooth-reading version of the Bible in modern English has the
largest library of printed and electronic support material of any modern translation.

ethiopian bible: The Book of Jubilees Robert Henry Charles, 2024-05-21 The Book of Jubilees or
as it is sometimes called the little Genesis purports to be a revelation given by God to Moses through
the medium of an angel and containing a history divided up into jubilee-periods of forty-nine years
from the creation to the coming of Moses. Though the actual narrative of events is only carried down
to the birth and early career of Moses its author envisages the events of a later time and in
particular certain events of special interest at the time when he wrote which was probably in the
latter years of the second century B.C. perhaps in the reign of the Maccabean prince John Hyrcanus.
Though distinguished from the Pentateuch proper it presupposes and supplements the latter. The
actual narrative embraces material contained in the whole of Genesis and part of Exodus. But the
legal regulations given presuppose other parts of the Pentateuch especially the so-called Priest's
Code and certain details in the narrative are probably intended to apply to events that occurred in



the author's own time the latter years of the second century B.C. The author himself seems to have
contemplated the speedy inauguration of the Messianic Age and in this respect his point of view is
similar to that of the Apocalyptic writers. But his work though it contains one or two passages of an
apocalyptic character is quite unlike the typical apocalypses. It is largely narrative based upon the
historical narratives in Genesis and Exodus interspersed with legends and emphasizing certain legal
practices. But his main object was to inculcate a reform in the regulation of the calendar and
festivals in place of the intercalated lunar calendar which he condemns in the strongest language.
He proposes to substitute for this a solar calendar consisting of 12 months and containing 364 days.
Wilder Publications is a green publisher. All of our books are printed to order. This reduces waste
and helps us keep prices low while greatly reducing our impact on the environment.

ethiopian bible: Mystery of Melchizedek Chuck Missler, 2015-09-15 The Mystery of
Melchizedek Who was this strange Priest/King that received tithes from Abraham? (...and
administered bread and wine to him?)How is Melchizedek relevant to the Messiah of Israel?Did
Melchizedek have a temple that predated Solomon’s?Is the Jewish Kingdom as portrayed in the Old
Testament simply an intermediate parenthesis within a larger expanse?Why are the distinctives so
divergent from the enforced separation of the kingship and priesthood under David?Were the bread
and wine served by Melchizedek eschatological? Did they embrace the Cross? (They, too, echo
across the pages of the OT)Was the Lord’s Communion anticipated in Gen. 14? Deriving from some
very recent discoveries in Jerusalem (although some are yet to be confirmed) these studies may
challenge many of the comfortable traditions that have shaped our classic Biblical perspectives. Join
us as we explore some fascinating challenges to our previous understandings of things that shape
our ultimate destiny...

ethiopian bible: The Book of Jubilees , 1888 The Book of Jubilees, Translated from the Ethiopic
by 1854-1917George Henry Schodde, first published in 1888, is a rare manuscript, the original
residing in one of the great libraries of the world. This book is a reproduction of that original, which
has been scanned and cleaned by state-of-the-art publishing tools for better readability and
enhanced appreciation. Restoration Editors' mission is to bring long out of print manuscripts back to
life. Some smudges, annotations or unclear text may still exist, due to permanent damage to the
original work. We believe the literary significance of the text justifies offering this reproduction,
allowing a new generation to appreciate it.

ethiopian bible: Ethiopian Bible Donald Jessica, 2023-12-04 The Ethiopian Bible is known as
the Ethiopic or Ge'ez Bible. It includes several ancient texts that are not found in the Western
Christian canon. The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church regards some additional books, like the
Book of Enoch, Jubilees, and others, as part of their biblical canon. These texts are written in Ge'ez,
an ancient Ethiopian language, and have historical, religious, and cultural significance for the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church.

ethiopian bible: The Ethiopic Didascalia; Or, the Ethiopic Version of the Apostolical
Constitutions, Received in the Church of Abyssinia Thomas Pell Platt, 1834

ethiopian bible: The Orthodox Study Bible Thomas Nelson, 2008-02-26 The FIRST EVER
Orthodox Study Bible presents the Bible of the early church and the church of the early Bible.
Orthodox Christianity is the face of ancient Christianity to the modern world and embraces the
second largest body of Christians in the world. In this first-of-its-kind study Bible, the Bible is
presented with commentary from the ancient Christian perspective that speaks to those Christians
who seek a deeper experience of the roots of their faith. Features Include: Old Testament newly
translated from the Greek text of the Septuagint, including the Deuterocanon New Testament from
the New King James Version Commentary drawn from the early Church Christians Easy-to-Locate
liturgical readings Book Introductions and Outlines Index to Annotations Index to Study Articles
Full-color Maps

ethiopian bible: The Book of Adam and Eve, Also Called The Conflict of Adam and Eve With
Satan, a Book of the Early Eastern Church Solomon Caesar Malan, 2018-11-04 This work has been
selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as




we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur,
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using
a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface.
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part
of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

ethiopian bible: The Ethiopian Orthodox Tawahido Church Ephraim Isaac, 2012 Ephraim Isaac
sketches the history of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tawahido Church and also that of Christianity as a
whole in Ethiopia. As the reader will discover, not only are there strong Biblical Hebraic elements in
the theology, political theory and liturgical calendar of the Ethiopian Church but there is also a
strong influence from Beta Israel and Ethiopian Jews. Besides Jews and Christians, there are also
very large numbers of Muslims and various native beliefs in Ethiopia.

ethiopian bible: The Ethiopian Prophecy in Black American Letters Roy Kay, 2011 Taking
up the reading of a poignant passage of scriptures as analytical wedge, this work is an impressive
study of the complexity of the history of African American identity formation and orientation to the
world.--Vincent L. Wimbush, author of The Bible and African Americans: A Brief History Sound,
theoretically sophisticated, and yields brilliant readings of the text, The Ethiopian Prophecy in Black
American Letters will stand the test of time.--Katherine Clay Bassard, author of Transforming
Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible For centuries, Psalm 68:31 Princes shall
come forth out of Egypt; Ethiopia shall soon stretch forth her hands unto God, also known as the
Ethiopian prophecy, has served as a pivotal and seminal text for those of African descent in the
Americas. Originally, it was taken to mean that the slavery of African Americans was akin to the
slavery of the Hebrews in Egypt, and thus it became an articulation of the emancipation struggle.
However, it has also been used as an impetus for missionary work in Africa, as an inspirational
backbone for the civil rights movement, and as a call for a separate black identity during the
twentieth century. Utilizing examples from Richard Allen, Maria W. Stewart, Kate Drumgoold, Phillis
Wheatley, Martin Delany, W.E.B. DuBois, Marcus Garvey, and Ralph Ellison, Kay reveals the wide
variety of ways this verse has been interpreted and conceptualized in African American history and
letters for more than two hundred years. Roy Kay teaches college preparatory English at DeLaSalle
High School in Minnesota. He was assistant professor at the University of Saint Thomas, Macalester
College, and the University of Utah. A volume in the series The History of African American
Religions

ethiopian bible: Why Catholic Bibles Are Bigger Gary Michuta, 2017-09-15 Some differences
between Catholicism and Protestantism can be tricky to grasp, but one of them just requires the
ability to count: Catholic bibles have seventy-three books, whereas Protestant bibles have sixty-sis -
plus an appendix with the strange title Apocrypha. What's the story here? Protestants claim that the
medieval Catholic Church added six extra books that had never been considered part of the Old
Testament, either by Jews or early Christians. Catholics say that the Protestant Reformers removed
those books, long considered part of Sacred Scripture, because they didn't like what they contained.
In Why Catholic Bibles Are Bigger, Gary Michuta presents a revised and expanded version of his
authoritative work on this key issue. Combing the historical record from pre-Christian times to the
Patristic era to the Reformation and its aftermath, he traces the canon controversy through the
writings and actions of its major players.

ethiopian bible: The Bible Bruce Gordon, 2024-09-17 A “wonderful...highly comprehensive”
(John Barton, author of A History of the Bible) global history of the world’s best-known and most
influential book For Christians, the Bible is a book inspired by God. Its eternal words are transmitted
across the world by fallible human hands. Following Jesus’s departing instruction to go out into the
world, the Bible has been a book in motion from its very beginnings, and every community it has
encountered has read, heard, and seen the Bible through its own language and culture. In The Bible,



Bruce Gordon tells the astounding story of the Bible’s journey around the globe and across more
than two thousand years, showing how it has shaped and been shaped by changing beliefs and
believers’ radically different needs. The Bible has been a tool for violence and oppression, and it has
expressed hopes for liberation. God speaks with one voice, but the people who receive it are
scattered and divided—found in desert monasteries and Chinese house churches, in Byzantine
cathedrals and Guatemalan villages. Breathtakingly global in scope, The Bible tells the story of this
sacred book through the stories of its many and diverse human encounters, revealing not a static
text but a living, dynamic cultural force.

ethiopian bible: Eth Cepher - Besora'oth Yahuah Tseva'oth, 2014-01-01 The Besora'oth is a
collection of the Four Gospels of the Brit Chadasha (New Testament) set forth in a PaRDeS format,
with Hebraic terms inter-lineated for key concepts. There are also direct Hebrew quotes in both the
Hebrew language and transliterated Hebrew for the English reader. These portions include the
prayer, called the our Father, the statements made at the Last Supper, the statement at the cross,
the quotation of Yesha'yahu (Isaiah) 61, plus others. One of the most important features is the
inclusion of the fragments from the Gospel according to the Hebrews (Eusibeus/Jerome). This book
is an indispensable resource for those who preach the Gospels and seek understanding from a
Hebraic point of view.

ethiopian bible: The Book of Giants , 2015-08 Take a journey with the artist and writer Petar
Meseldzija, who tells how he was allowed unparalleled access through the Invisible Curtain and into
the land of giants. A year in the making, this book's sixteen paintings and nearly ninety drawings
bring to life Petar's experiences on this journey and secrets uncovered, going back to ancient times.
He shares stories of new discoveries that free giants from the murky abyss of myth and a forgotten
past. Told in three stages, The Book of Giants includes the illustrated stories The Giants Are Coming,
recounting a dynamic clash that lasted one hundred years; The Little Kingdom, where a giant
befriends a nation of humans and becomes their adamant protector against ferocious invaders; The
Northern Giants, who embrace the warrior spirit through countless battles; Giant Velles, the story of
ignorance and how the strength of goodness perseveres; and The Great Forest, wherein the author
discovers little creatures called the keppetz and relates his experiences spent with ogres while on
his quest to meet the Golden One and to determine the purpose of his journey. Through the strength
of his own power, he discovers his blessings, his limitations and finally his personal myth.
Furthermore, you will discover why giants made a push into the underground, followed by their
exodus and deliverance to a new land. You'll also learn why the myth of giants is still alive, why their
time spent with humans remains elusive and why giants prefer to remain hidden in their world. Join
Petar Meseldzija on his journey of discovery.

ethiopian bible: The Assumption of Moses Robert Henry Charles, 1897 The Assumption of
Moses by Robert Henry Charles, first published in 1897, is a rare manuscript, the original residing in
one of the great libraries of the world. This book is a reproduction of that original, which has been
scanned and cleaned by state-of-the-art publishing tools for better readability and enhanced
appreciation. Restoration Editors' mission is to bring long out of print manuscripts back to life. Some
smudges, annotations or unclear text may still exist, due to permanent damage to the original work.
We believe the literary significance of the text justifies offering this reproduction, allowing a new
generation to appreciate it.

ethiopian bible: Ethiopian Bible in English Complete Ephraim Yared, 2024-07-29 Discover the
hidden treasures of the Ethiopian Bible, a text that has fascinated scholars, theologians, and
historians for centuries. The Lost Books of the Ethiopian Bible by Ephraim Yared delves deep into
the mystical and profound journey of these ancient scriptures, offering readers an unparalleled
exploration of a canon that remains shrouded in mystery and intrigue.In this meticulously
researched work, author Ephraim Yared takes you on an enlightening journey through the rich
tapestry of Ethiopian Christianity. From the dawn of Christianity in Ethiopia to the painstaking
process of canon formation, this book unravels the complex history and significance of these sacred
texts. You'll explore the stories of the individuals and communities who played pivotal roles in



preserving these writings, ensuring their survival through centuries of turmoil and change.
Unveiling Hidden Treasures Journey into the depths of the Ethiopian Bible and uncover the lost
books that have remained hidden from the broader Christian world. Learn about the unique texts
that set this canon apart from others, offering fresh perspectives on familiar biblical narratives.
Historical Context Understand the historical backdrop against which these books were written and
compiled. Explore the vibrant cultural and religious landscape of ancient Ethiopia and how it
influenced the formation of the Ethiopian biblical canon. Influential Figures Meet the scholars,
monks, and religious leaders who dedicated their lives to preserving and interpreting these sacred
texts. Their stories of devotion and perseverance add a human element to the grand narrative,
highlighting the enduring significance of these works. Theological Insights Gain fresh perspectives
on familiar biblical themes and narratives through the lens of the Ethiopian canon. Discover how
these texts offer unique theological insights that enrich the understanding of Christianity and its
diverse traditions. Cultural Richness Immerse yourself in the rich cultural heritage of Ethiopia, a
land where Christianity took root early and flourished uniquely. Learn about the traditions, rituals,
and artistic expressions that are intertwined with the Ethiopian Bible, adding depth and color to its
stories. Comparative Analysis Engage in a comparative analysis of the Ethiopian biblical canon with
other Christian canons. Understand the differences in content, language, and theological
interpretation, and appreciate the diversity within the Christian tradition. Global Influence Examine
the global impact of the Ethiopian Bible, from its influence on early Christianity to its role in
contemporary theological and academic discussions. Discover how these ancient texts continue to
inspire and inform believers around the world. Extensive Research Benefit from the extensive
research and scholarly rigor that underpins this book. Ephraim Yared's dedication to uncovering
every detail ensures that readers receive a comprehensive and authoritative account of the lost
books of the Ethiopian Bible. Whether you're a scholar, a theology enthusiast, or simply curious
about the lesser-known aspects of Christian history, The Lost Books of the Ethiopian Bible offers a
captivating and enriching read. Dive into a world of ancient wisdom, spiritual depth, and historical
intrigue that will leave you both enlightened and inspired.
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