
entered apprentice questions

entered apprentice questions are a pivotal aspect of Masonic tradition, serving as foundational stepping
stones for those embarking on their journey into Freemasonry. This article provides a comprehensive
exploration into the world of entered apprentice questions, their historical significance, what candidates can
expect, and how best to prepare for them. Readers will discover the symbolism embedded in these
questions, the reasoning behind their structure, and essential tips for successful understanding and
memorization. Whether you are a prospective Freemason, a mentor, or simply curious about Masonic
rituals, this guide delivers detailed insights in a clear and organized manner. Continue reading to learn
everything you need to know about entered apprentice questions, from their origins to practical advice for
mastering them.
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Understanding Entered Apprentice Questions

Entered apprentice questions are an integral part of the first degree in Freemasonry. These questions are
designed to test the knowledge, understanding, and commitment of candidates as they begin their Masonic
journey. By answering these questions, candidates demonstrate their readiness to be accepted as entered
apprentices and to progress within the fraternity. The questions cover essential principles, symbols, and
traditions that form the foundation of Masonic teachings.

These questions are not just tests of memory; they are carefully crafted to foster deeper contemplation



about the values and ethics central to Freemasonry. They set the tone for further advancement within the
Masonic order, ensuring that new members have a solid grasp of both the practical and philosophical aspects
of their new role.

Historical Context and Importance

The tradition of entered apprentice questions dates back to the earliest days of organized Freemasonry.
These questions have been passed down through generations, preserving the continuity and integrity of
Masonic teachings. They serve as a rite of passage for new members, reinforcing the secrecy, symbolism,
and solemnity associated with the fraternity.

Historically, these questions were used to ensure the trustworthiness and preparedness of those seeking
admission. The strict adherence to this questioning process has helped maintain the high standards that
Freemasonry is known for worldwide. The importance of entered apprentice questions lies in their role as
both a teaching tool and a safeguard for the organization’s principles.

Types of Entered Apprentice Questions

There are several categories of entered apprentice questions, each designed to assess different aspects of a
candidate's understanding and readiness. These questions may vary slightly between jurisdictions, but they
generally fall into specific types.

Questions on Ritual and Ceremonies

Candidates are often asked to recount or explain aspects of the initiation ceremony. This can include
descriptions of the events, the meanings behind certain actions, and the significance of specific symbols
encountered during the ritual.

Questions on Masonic Principles and Values

Questions frequently focus on the core values promoted by Freemasonry, such as brotherly love, relief, and
truth. Candidates may be asked to define these principles and discuss their importance within the
fraternity.



Questions on Symbols and Tools

The entered apprentice degree introduces candidates to various Masonic symbols and working tools.
Questions in this category require candidates to identify these items and explain their symbolic meanings.

Questions on Obligations and Duties

An essential part of the entered apprentice degree is the obligation taken by the candidate. Questions often
address the nature of this obligation and the responsibilities it entails for the new member.

Ritual and ceremonial knowledge

Understanding of Masonic values

Symbolism recognition and explanation

Knowledge of duties and obligations

Symbolism and Meaning

The entered apprentice questions are steeped in symbolism, reflecting the deeper lessons that Freemasonry
seeks to impart. Every question is carefully designed to lead the candidate toward greater self-awareness
and moral understanding. The questions are not merely academic; they encourage a reflective approach to
personal growth and ethical behavior.

Symbols such as the square and compasses, the working tools, and the lodge itself are central to many
entered apprentice questions. Understanding the layered meanings behind these symbols is crucial for any
candidate, as it forms the basis for further progress within the fraternity. The act of questioning and
answering also symbolizes the journey from ignorance to enlightenment—a central theme in Masonic
tradition.

Preparation and Study Tips

Proper preparation is key to successfully answering entered apprentice questions. Candidates are



encouraged to study diligently, seek guidance from mentors, and reflect deeply on the meanings behind
each question.

Effective Study Techniques

Memorization is important, but understanding the underlying concepts is equally vital. Candidates should
focus on both rote learning and comprehension. Breaking down the questions into smaller parts and
discussing them with experienced members can enhance retention and understanding.

Seeking Guidance from Mentors

Mentorship plays a significant role in the preparation process. Senior members often provide valuable
insights, explanations, and encouragement to new candidates. Regular discussions and study sessions with
mentors can clarify difficult concepts and boost confidence.

Review the official entered apprentice study guide provided by your lodge.1.

Participate in mock question-and-answer sessions with fellow candidates or mentors.2.

Take detailed notes to reinforce important points.3.

Ask for clarification on concepts or symbols that are unclear.4.

Practice reciting answers aloud to improve memory and delivery.5.

Commonly Asked Entered Apprentice Questions

While the specific entered apprentice questions may vary depending on jurisdiction, some are commonly
asked across most lodges. These questions help ensure that all candidates have a consistent foundation upon
which to build their Masonic knowledge.

Candidates can expect to be asked about the purpose of Freemasonry, the significance of the entered
apprentice degree, the meanings of key symbols, and the duties expected of them as new members. Being
well-prepared for these questions not only demonstrates commitment but also sets the stage for a fulfilling
Masonic journey.



Frequently Misunderstood Aspects

There are several aspects of entered apprentice questions that are often misunderstood by candidates. One
common misconception is that these questions are merely a formality; in reality, they are a critical part of
the learning process. Another misconception is that memorization alone is sufficient, when in fact,
candidates are expected to understand the deeper meanings behind their answers.

Additionally, candidates sometimes underestimate the importance of the symbolic language used in the
questions. Understanding the allegorical nature of Freemasonry is essential for providing thorough and
meaningful responses.

Progression Beyond the Entered Apprentice Degree

Successfully answering entered apprentice questions is only the first step in a Mason’s journey. Upon
mastering these questions, candidates become eligible to advance to the next degrees, such as Fellowcraft
and Master Mason. Each degree brings new questions, symbols, and responsibilities, building upon the
foundation established during the entered apprentice stage.

The discipline and understanding gained from studying entered apprentice questions will continue to
serve members throughout their Masonic careers. The lessons learned during this period are often
referenced and expanded upon in later degrees, making a thorough grasp of the material essential for
ongoing progress within the fraternity.

Trending Questions and Answers about Entered Apprentice
Questions

Q: What are entered apprentice questions in Freemasonry?
A: Entered apprentice questions are a series of questions posed to candidates during the first degree of
Freemasonry to test their knowledge, understanding, and readiness to progress within the fraternity.



Q: Why are entered apprentice questions important?
A: These questions ensure that new members grasp the key principles, symbols, and values of
Freemasonry, serving as a foundational step for further advancement.

Q: How should candidates prepare for entered apprentice questions?
A: Candidates should review official study materials, practice with mentors, participate in mock sessions,
and focus on understanding both the literal and symbolic meanings of the questions.

Q: Are the questions the same in every Masonic lodge?
A: While the core themes are consistent, the specific wording and content of entered apprentice questions
can vary slightly between different jurisdictions and lodges.

Q: What topics do entered apprentice questions typically cover?
A: The questions generally cover Masonic rituals, symbols, values, obligations, and the duties expected of
new members.

Q: Do candidates need to memorize answers word-for-word?
A: While memorization is important, understanding the underlying meanings is equally vital. Most lodges
expect both accurate recall and thoughtful comprehension.

Q: Can a candidate advance if they struggle with entered apprentice
questions?
A: Advancement typically requires satisfactory answers. However, lodges often provide additional support
and mentoring to candidates who need more time or assistance.

Q: What is the symbolic meaning behind answering these questions?
A: The act of answering entered apprentice questions symbolizes the journey from ignorance to
enlightenment and demonstrates a candidate’s commitment to Masonic principles.



Q: Are there written exams for entered apprentice questions?
A: Most lodges conduct these questions orally as part of the ritual, though study materials may be provided
in written form for preparation.

Q: How do entered apprentice questions relate to higher Masonic
degrees?
A: Mastery of entered apprentice questions provides the foundation for further learning and advancement,
as each subsequent degree builds upon the knowledge gained at this stage.
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So, you're considering joining the fraternity of Freemasons? That's a momentous decision, and it's
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Understanding the Entered Apprentice Degree

The Entered Apprentice (EA) degree is the first of three degrees in Craft Freemasonry. It marks the
beginning of your Masonic journey, a symbolic representation of the individual's entry into the world
of Freemasonry and the lessons that follow. This degree isn't just a ceremony; it's a profound
experience designed to teach fundamental principles and lay the groundwork for your future
Masonic growth. The questions asked during this stage are designed to test not only your memory
but also your understanding of the symbolism and the lessons embedded within the ritual.
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Common Entered Apprentice Questions and Their Significance

Many lodges structure their candidate interviews differently, but common themes and areas of
questioning consistently emerge. Here are some categories to guide your preparation:

H2: Questions about Masonic Principles

H3: What are the three principal tenets of Freemasonry? This foundational question assesses your
grasp of Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth – the cornerstones of the fraternity. Your answer should
go beyond simple recitation; demonstrate an understanding of their practical application in Masonic
life and everyday life.
H3: What is the significance of the tools and symbols used in the EA degree? The various tools and
symbols, from the working tools to the specific symbols within the lodge, each hold symbolic
meaning. Preparation involves understanding these meanings and their relevance to personal
growth and moral development. Don't just list them; explain their significance.
H3: Why do you seek to become a Freemason? This is arguably the most crucial question.
Authenticity is key. Your answer should reflect genuine interest in the fraternity's principles, the
desire for personal growth, and a commitment to contributing to the betterment of yourself and your
community. Avoid clichés; be sincere and articulate.

H2: Questions about Masonic History and Tradition

H3: What is the history of Freemasonry? While you don't need to be a historian, demonstrating a
basic understanding of Freemasonry's historical evolution, its evolution from operative to
speculative Masonry, and its key milestones shows you've done your research and respect the
tradition.
H3: What is the difference between operative and speculative Masonry? This question probes your
understanding of the transition from the medieval guild system to the modern fraternal organization.

H2: Questions about your Personal Beliefs and Conduct

H3: Are you prepared to uphold the moral principles of Freemasonry? This question is about your
commitment to living a life consistent with the fraternity's values. This isn't just about agreeing; it's
about demonstrating a commitment to ethical behavior and personal responsibility.
H3: How will your membership benefit the community? This question assesses your understanding
of Freemasonry's charitable and community engagement aspects. Explain how your involvement can
make a positive difference.
H3: How do you handle conflict? Freemasonry emphasizes harmony and brotherhood. The ability to
constructively address conflict is a valuable trait, and demonstrating an understanding of conflict
resolution strategies will be seen favorably.

H2: Questions about your Expectations and Commitment

H3: What are your expectations of Freemasonry? Realistic expectations are crucial. Be honest about
your goals and motivations, while acknowledging that the path of Masonic growth is a lifelong
journey of learning and self-improvement.
H3: What is your understanding of the obligations of a Freemason? This question assesses your



awareness of the commitments and responsibilities you'll undertake as a member. It's not about
memorization but understanding the significance of these obligations.

Preparing for Your Entered Apprentice Interview

Thorough preparation is key. Read about Freemasonry, attend open houses or talks if your lodge
offers them, and talk to existing members. Don't be afraid to ask questions – open communication is
valued. Remember, the interviewing process is designed to ensure you're a good fit for the fraternity
and that you understand what you're committing to.

Conclusion

The "entered apprentice questions" are not designed to trip you up; they're a way to gauge your
understanding, commitment, and suitability for Freemasonry. By preparing thoroughly and
approaching the process with sincerity and openness, you can confidently embark on your Masonic
journey. Embrace the learning experience, and enjoy the rich tradition that awaits you.

FAQs

1. Do I need to memorize the entire ritual? No. A comprehensive understanding of the symbolism
and principles is more important than rote memorization.

2. What if I don't know the answer to a question? It's okay to admit you don't know something.
Honesty and a willingness to learn are valued.

3. How long is the interview process? This varies between lodges, but expect a conversation lasting
anywhere from 30 minutes to an hour.

4. Can I bring notes to the interview? Generally, notes are not permitted. Rely on your
understanding of the principles.

5. What happens after the interview? If the lodge deems you a suitable candidate, you'll proceed
with the initiation ceremony.

Remember, the Entered Apprentice degree is just the beginning of a lifelong journey of learning and
self-improvement within the Masonic fraternity. Good luck!
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esotericism. Beginning with the Craft degrees of Freemasonry—the blueprints, as it were, of all later
Masonic rituals of initiation—Bogdan examines the development of the Masonic High Degrees, the
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initiatory societies—and Gerald Gardner's Witchcraft movement of the 1950s, one of the first
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  entered apprentice questions: Duncan's Masonic Ritual and Monitor Malcolm C. Duncan,
2005 The purpose of this work is not so much to gratify the curiosity of the uninitiated as to furnish
a guide for the neophytes of the Order, by means of which their progress from grade to grade may
be facilitated. Every statement in the book is authentic, as every proficient Mason will admit to
himself, if not to be public, as he turns over its pages. The non-Masonic reader, as he peruses them,
will perhaps be puzzled to imagine why matters of so little real importance to society at large should
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been so extremely inquisitive about them.-From the Preface.
  entered apprentice questions: Freemasons For Dummies Christopher Hodapp, 2013-01-10
Take the mystery out of the Freemasons Fascinated by Freemasons? Freemasons For Dummies is
the internationally bestselling introduction to the Masons, the oldest and largest secret society in the
world. This balanced, eye-opening guide demystifies Freemasonry, explaining everything from its
elaborate rituals and cryptic rites, to its curious symbols and their meanings. With new and
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historical members, and pivotal events New coverage devoted to the recent influx of younger
membership The latest and ongoing controversies and myths surrounding Freemasonry The role of
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ancient order in Freemasons For Dummies.
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2007-09-04 Respected historian and Scottish Freemason Cooper offers a rare, inside look at the
secret brotherhood of the Freemasons. Readers will discover the true role the order has played
throughout history, its purposes, symbolism and beliefs, and more.
  entered apprentice questions: Freemasonry Mark E. Koltko-Rivera, 2011-01-20 An
experienced Freemason and award-winning psychologist provides a precise and engaging
exploration of the core meaning and practices of Freemasonry for the new generation of people
interested in joining the order, and those who are simply curious in the wake of recent media
coverage. Entertaining books and movies often depict Freemasonry as a shadowy, mysterious, and
possibly sinister organization, and the TV and magazine specials on Freemasonry that inevitably
follow often leave us with more questions than answers. Mark E. Koltko-Rivera, a practicing
thirty-second-degree Mason, has created a simple, authoritative, and easy-to-understand
introduction to the history, rites, and meaning of Freemasonry. It may be the single most reliable
short guide to Masonry, written by a widely recognized psychologist and scholar of esoteric history.
Koltko-Rivera's trustworthy handbook explores all the basic issues around Masonry, like: *What is
Freemasonry, and what is its history? *How does one become a Freemason? *What are some of the
most important Masonic symbols? *What do Masons get from their involvement in Freemasonry?
What changes does it make in their inner and outer lives? *What is it like to participate in the
initiatory rituals of Freemasonry? *What are some of the great historical controversies and myths
surrounding Freemasonry? *How is Masonry relevant today?
  entered apprentice questions: Freemasons For Dummies Christopher Hodapp, 2011-03-03
Fascinated by Freemasons? Freemasons For Dummies is the internationally best-selling introduction
to the Masons, the oldest and largest secret society in the world. This balanced, eye-opening guide
demystifies Freemasonry, explaining everything from its elaborate rituals and cryptic rites, to its
curious symbols and their meanings. Find out what goes on in a Masonic meeting. You'll understand
the true purposes of Masonic secrecy and philosophy, meet famous Masons throughout history, and
discover related organizations like the Knights Templar, the Scottish Rite, Order of the Eastern Star,
and the Shriners. Explore the controversies and conspiracy theories that swirl around this
organization at the center of Dan Brown's novel The Lost Symbol, and discover the changes coming
to the Craft.
  entered apprentice questions: Masonic Words and Phrases Michael R. Poll, 2005-04 Masonic



Word and Phrases is a wonderful collection of the most often used words and phrases in Masonry.
Presented in an easy to read and understandable format, this work provides any student of Masonry
with a clear understanding of the meaning of our many phrases and words so seldom used outside of
Masonry. This work is valuable to the experienced Mason as a quick and handy reference guide. For
the new Mason, however, it is an indispensable work and one that should augment any Masonic
education program.
  entered apprentice questions: The History of Freemasonry and Masonic Digest [...] to
which are Added the Old Charges and Ancient Regulations as Collated by Order of the
Grand Lodge of England, in 1722 J. W. S. Mitchell, 1859
  entered apprentice questions: The Complete Idiot's Guide to the Essentials of
Freemasonry S. Brent Morris, Ph.D., 2006-05-02 What is the truth about the Masons suggested in
Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code? Can Freemasonry really be dated back as far as Babylon? Did they
really coordinate the Boston Tea Party and the American Revolution? What really goes on at a Mason
lodge during an initiation? Here is the real story behind the secret society that now boasts nearly
five million members (and has included such illustrious fellows as George Washington and Benjamin
Franklin), as revealed by a Master Mason. • Offers a highly illustrated field guide to Masonic jewelry
and symbols • Includes further reading, a glossary, a list of famous Freemasons and information on
Freemasonry in popular culture • Morris is a Master Mason
  entered apprentice questions: The History of Freemasonry and Masonic Digest J.W.S.
Mitchell, 2022-10-25 Reprint of the original, first published in 1859.
  entered apprentice questions: Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons of the District of Columbia Freemasons. Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia, 1864
  entered apprentice questions: THE BOOK OF THOMASES Dr. Thomas Clough Daffern,
2018-03-10 This book is a unique compilation of thinkers and scholars and interesting intellectuals
with the Christian name of Thomas.
  entered apprentice questions: Secret America Barb Karg, Rick Sutherland, 2010-05-18 The
Washington Monument. The pyramid on the $1 bill. The Skull and Bones Society at Yale University.
Common American icons—or secret symbols? From our founding fathers to our most prestigious
institutions, this is a nation built on such secret symbols, rites, and rituals. So forget the textbook
version of history—and embark on a fascinating and fantastic journey of America's hidden past. This
tell-all handbook is your personal guide to the secret-laden people, places, and things of our great
nation, including: Sign-filled national treasures in museums from coast to coast Ancient mysteries of
our most familiar cities, landmarks, and parks Hotbeds of current Masonic, Kabbalistic, and
Rosicrucian activity Freemason-planned architecture of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and
Washington, D.C. Covert clubs, societies, and associations of the ultra-rich and powerful From the
U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., to the Institute of Noetic Sciences in Petaluma, California, this
book is all you need to discover the true nature of the oldest republic on Earth—past, present, and
future!
  entered apprentice questions: Digest of Masonic Law George Wingate Chase, 1863
  entered apprentice questions: Morals and Dogma of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry Albert Pike, 2017-08-10 The key text of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, the belief
structure laid out here intricately intertwines faith from all corners of the world as well as involving
both science and faith in a bundle for adherents to carefully study and understand.
  entered apprentice questions: A Legislative Investigation Into Masonry Benjamin
Franklin Hallett, 1832
  entered apprentice questions: Esoteric Handbook for the Entered Apprentice Mason
Robert Lund, 2018-08-20 This book is aimed, primarily, at the newly initiated Mason, but it is also
for those older Masons who have not delved into the depth of meaning in Masonic ceremonies. As
Freemasonry is a system of morality, veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols, this book takes a
look at what those allegories and symbols are hinting at. The creators of the amazing Masonic
degree ceremonies have added a layer of meaning that goes beyond the obvious moral lessons and



starts to point the Mason who seeks light towards a more spiritual understanding of himself and the
reason for his existence in this world. This is the first of three volumes, each aimed at one of the
three Craft Degrees.
  entered apprentice questions: Freemasonic Enlightenment in the Context of the
Modern and Perfecting Rite of Symbolic Masonry Nicolas Laos, 2023-01-10 This book details a
philosophical approach to Freemasonry and a Freemasonic approach to philosophy. It provides a
system of esoteric work, interdisciplinary education, philosophical reflection, and social and political
thought, and a method of understanding the reality of the world and the reality of consciousness.
The actual state of Freemasonry is overtaken by inherent old conceptions, but this book looks to take
Freemasonry from where it is to where it has never been. Thus, it exposes the Ritual of the “Modern
and Perfecting Rite of Symbolic Masonry,” composed by the author, and it explains the ethos, the
structure, and the substantive content of the Autonomous Order of the Modern and Perfecting Rite
of Symbolic Masonry, of which the author is the Founder and Grand Master. The book expresses a
keen longing for unifying, all-embracing knowledge and for instituting a Freemasonic system that
creates, unites, and supports polymaths for the sake of knowledge and a better world order. As such,
it presents a creative synthesis between Western esotericism, philosophy, psychoanalysis, sociology,
political theory, political economy, mathematics, physics, and biology.
  entered apprentice questions: Masonic Voice-review , 1909
  entered apprentice questions: The American Quarterly Review of Freemasonry and Its
Kindred Sciences , 1858
  entered apprentice questions: The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Freemasonry, 2nd Edition
S. Brent Morris, Ph.D., 2013-02-21 Freemasonry is an ancient secret society shrouded in obscurity.
Fascination with the mysteries of the Masons reached a fevered pitch after the release of Dan
Brown’s novels Angels and Demons, The Da Vinci Code, and The Lost Symbol. But these novels and
their related movies raised more questions than they answered. The Complete Idiot’s Guide® to
Freemasonry, Second Edition, fills readers in on the truths behind the mysteries. In it, readers get: -
A fact-filled overview of the birth and beginnings of Freemasonry, including its relationship to the
Knights Templar and Egypt. - Fascinating facts about famous Masons. - An explanation of the various
Masonic organizations, such as the York and Scottish rites, and the Shriners. - A behind-the-scenes
look at what really goes on in a Masonic lodge, including initiations. - A new walking tour of
Washington, DC, pointing out the hidden Masonic symbols featured in The Lost Symbol. - Scripts for
Masonic rituals, giving a flavor of the language used in such ceremonies. - A field guide to Masonic
symbols and regalia, with photos and explanations of significance. - The history behind Masonic
philanthropic efforts and youth groups. - A history of African-American Freemasonry and the role of
women in Masonic organizations.
  entered apprentice questions: Masonic Signet and Literary Mirror , 1850
  entered apprentice questions: The Mysteries of Freemasonry William Morgan, 1889
Containing all the degrees of the Order conferred in a Master’s Lodge, as written by Captain William
Morgan. All the degrees conferred in the Royal Arch, Chapter, and Grand Encampment of Knights
Tcmplars, Knights of the Red Cross, of the Christian Mark, and of the Holy Sepulchre. Also, the
eleven ineffable degrees conferred in the Lodge of Perfection; and the still higher degrees of Prince
of Jerusalem, Knights of the East and West, Venerable Grand Masters of Symbolic Lodges, Knights
and Adepts of the Eagle or Sun, Princes of the Royal Secret, Sovereign Inspector-General, etc.
Revised and corrected to correspond with the most approved forms and ceremonies in the various
Lodges of Freemasons throughout the United States.
  entered apprentice questions: Transactions of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons, of the State of Michigan, at Its Annual Communication Freemasons. Grand Lodge of the
State of Michigan, 1887
  entered apprentice questions: The Anti-masonic Review and Magazine Henry Dana Ward,
1828
  entered apprentice questions: Transactions of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted



Masons of the State of Michigan Freemasons. Grand Lodge, 1893
  entered apprentice questions: A letter to the hon. Thomas Erskine. [Followed by] A discourse
delivered to the Society of theophilanthropists, at Paris [and] An essay on the origin of free masonry
[and] A letter to Camille Jordan Thomas Paine, 1826
  entered apprentice questions: Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons
of the State of New York Freemasons. Grand Lodge of the State of New York, 1860
  entered apprentice questions: 101 Secrets of the Freemasons Barb Karg, John K Young,
2009-07-18 From the illustrious George Washington and the infamous J. Edgar Hoover to brilliant
imaginer Walt Disney and bad boy of baseball Ty Cobb, Freemasons have influenced every aspect of
American life. Yet this secret society remains as controversial and mysterious as ever. In this book,
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