dorothy day the long loneliness

dorothy day the long loneliness is a phrase that resonates deeply within the
landscape of American social activism and Catholic spirituality. This article
explores Dorothy Day’s seminal memoir, "The Long Loneliness," and delves into
the life, philosophy, and enduring influence of its author. Readers will
discover the historical context of Day'’s work, the major themes of her
autobiography, and the legacy she left through the Catholic Worker Movement.
Additionally, the article examines how "The Long Loneliness" continues to
inspire generations interested in social justice, faith, and community. Key
topics include Day’'s early life, her conversion to Catholicism, her activism,
and her reflections on solitude and community. By understanding these facets,
readers gain a comprehensive view of Dorothy Day’s contribution to
literature, faith, and social change. This guide is crafted for those seeking
insights into "dorothy day the long loneliness," its cultural significance,
and the transformative power of Day’'s message.
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Understanding Dorothy Day and Her Impact

Dorothy Day stands as one of the most influential figures in twentieth-
century American social activism and Catholic thought. Her life’s work
bridges the gap between faith and action, inspiring both religious and
secular audiences. As a journalist, activist, and co-founder of the Catholic
Worker Movement, Day'’s impact extends beyond her words and into the realm of
practical change. "The Long Loneliness" serves not only as a memoir but as a
manifesto of her commitment to justice, peace, and the dignity of every
person. Her efforts to champion the poor and advocate for nonviolent social



reform have left a lasting imprint on both the Catholic Church and broader
movements for human rights.

Overview of "The Long Loneliness"

"The Long Loneliness," published in 1952, is Dorothy Day’s autobiographical
account of her journey through life, faith, and activism. The memoir 1is
regarded as a classic in spiritual literature, offering readers a candid
glimpse into Day’s inner struggles, triumphs, and ongoing search for meaning.
The narrative is structured around key phases of her life—from her childhood
to her conversion, and the founding of the Catholic Worker Movement. Through
honest reflection and vivid storytelling, Day explores the challenges of
serving others and the personal sacrifices required to live out her values.
The book continues to be read by those seeking inspiration for living a life
dedicated to social justice and compassion.

Major Themes in "The Long Loneliness"

Faith and Conversion

One of the central themes in "The Long Loneliness" is Dorothy Day’'s spiritual
journey toward Catholicism. Her conversion was not a sudden event but a
gradual process marked by questioning, doubt, and yearning for deeper
meaning. The memoir highlights how this faith became the foundation for her
activism, providing both strength and direction in the face of adversity.

Social Justice and Activism

Day’s passion for social justice permeates every page of her autobiography.
She recounts her experiences working with labor unions, advocating for the
poor, and confronting social systems that perpetuate inequality. The book
offers insight into the practical challenges of activism, including the
tension between personal conviction and societal norms.

Community and Loneliness

The title itself-"The Long Loneliness"—reflects Day’s belief that true
fulfillment is found in community, yet acknowledges the persistent sense of
isolation that can accompany a life of service. Her reflections on loneliness
are both personal and philosophical, exploring how individuals must confront
solitude before they can fully connect with others.



Love and Sacrifice

Throughout the memoir, Day emphasizes the transformative power of love and
the sacrifices required to live authentically. Her commitment to serving
others often meant foregoing personal comfort, financial security, and even
relationships. She describes love as the driving force behind all meaningful
social change.

Faith and spiritual quest

Commitment to social justice

Importance of community

Personal sacrifice

e Search for meaning

Dorothy Day’s Early Life and Influences

Dorothy Day’s childhood and formative years laid the groundwork for her later
activism. Born in Brooklyn in 1897, she grew up in a family of modest means,
experiencing both urban poverty and middle-class stability. Her exposure to
literature, political thought, and social upheaval at an early age fueled her
curiosity and empathy for the marginalized. Day was influenced by writers
such as Fyodor Dostoevsky and Leo Tolstoy, whose works inspired her to seek
justice and mercy in a troubled world. Her involvement in radical politics
and journalism during her youth provided her with the skills and perspective
that would shape her future endeavors.

The Catholic Worker Movement

Founding and Philosophy

In 1933, Dorothy Day co-founded the Catholic Worker Movement with Peter
Maurin. The movement was born out of a desire to address the immediate needs
of the poor and promote social justice rooted in Catholic teaching. The
Catholic Worker newspaper, launched the same year, became a platform for
discussing issues of poverty, labor rights, and nonviolence.



Houses of Hospitality

A hallmark of the movement was the establishment of "houses of hospitality,"
where the homeless and disenfranchised could find shelter, food, and dignity.
These houses operated on principles of voluntary poverty and personalism,
emphasizing the value of each human being and the importance of direct
service.

Advocacy and Nonviolence

The Catholic Worker Movement advocated for pacifism, workers’ rights, and an
end to systemic injustice. Day and her colleagues organized protests, lobbied
for legislative change, and promoted alternatives to war and violence. Their
philosophy challenged mainstream attitudes and inspired generations of
activists.

Spirituality and Conversion

Dorothy Day’s conversion to Catholicism is a pivotal aspect of "The Long
Loneliness." Her spiritual awakening was influenced by personal experiences
of suffering, joy, and the search for purpose. Day’s faith journey was marked
by a deep engagement with Scripture, the sacraments, and Catholic social
teaching. She writes candidly about her struggles with doubt and the tension
between her radical political beliefs and the institutional church.
Ultimately, she found in Catholicism a source of strength and hope, which
fueled her commitment to serving the poor and advocating for justice.

Reflections on Solitude and Community

"The Long Loneliness" explores the paradox of solitude and community at the
heart of Dorothy Day’s life. While she often felt isolated in her convictions
and mission, Day discovered that genuine community arises from shared
suffering and collective action. Her reflections suggest that loneliness is
an inevitable part of the human condition, but it can be transformed through
love, service, and solidarity. The memoir encourages readers to embrace both
solitude and companionship as essential to personal growth and social change.

1. Solitude as a path to spiritual depth
2. Community as a source of strength

3. Balancing personal conviction with collective responsibility



Legacy of Dorothy Day and Her Memoir

Influence on Social Movements

Dorothy Day'’s legacy endures through her writing, activism, and the ongoing
work of the Catholic Worker Movement. "The Long Loneliness" is cited by
scholars, activists, and religious leaders as a foundational text for
understanding faith-driven social action. Day’s emphasis on personal
responsibility, voluntary poverty, and unconditional love continues to shape
contemporary movements for justice and peace.

Recognition and Canonization

Day’s contributions have been recognized by numerous organizations and
institutions. In recent years, there has been growing support for her
canonization within the Catholic Church, acknowledging her life as a model of
Christian virtue. Her writings remain influential in theological, academic,
and activist circles worldwide.

Enduring Relevance

"The Long Loneliness" remains relevant as society grapples with issues of
inequality, isolation, and the search for meaning. The memoir offers timeless
wisdom for those pursuing a life of purpose, compassion, and justice. Dorothy
Day’s story challenges readers to reflect on their own values and consider
how they might contribute to a more just and loving world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is "The Long Loneliness" by Dorothy Day
about?

A: "The Long Loneliness" is Dorothy Day’s autobiography, detailing her
journey through faith, activism, and the founding of the Catholic Worker
Movement. It explores themes of spiritual searching, social justice,
community, and personal sacrifice.

Q: Why is Dorothy Day considered an important figure
in American history?

A: Dorothy Day is recognized for her pioneering role in social activism and
her efforts to integrate Catholic faith with practical service to the poor.
Her work with the Catholic Worker Movement and her writings have had a



lasting impact on social justice movements and religious thought.

Q: What are the major themes in "The Long
Loneliness"?

A: Major themes include faith and conversion, commitment to social justice,
the importance of community, personal sacrifice, and the transformative power
of love.

Q: How did Dorothy Day’s early life influence her
later activism?

A: Dorothy Day'’'s exposure to poverty, political activism, and literature in
her youth instilled a deep empathy for the marginalized and inspired her
lifelong dedication to social justice and faith-based service.

Q: What is the Catholic Worker Movement?

A: The Catholic Worker Movement is a social and religious movement founded by
Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin in 1933 to serve the poor, promote nonviolence,
and advocate for workers’ rights, rooted in Catholic social teaching.

Q: How does "The Long Loneliness" address the
concept of community?

A: The memoir emphasizes that true fulfillment is found in community,
highlighting both the joys and challenges of living and working with others
in pursuit of justice and compassion.

Q: Is Dorothy Day being considered for sainthood?

A: Yes, there is a movement within the Catholic Church to recognize Dorothy
Day as a saint due to her exemplary life of faith, service, and advocacy for
the poor.

Q: Why is "The Long Loneliness" still relevant
today?

A: The book’s exploration of social justice, faith, and the human need for
connection remains applicable as society continues to face issues of
inequality and isolation.



Q: What influence did "The Long Loneliness" have on
later social movements?

A: The memoir inspired many activists and faith-based organizations to
prioritize service to the poor and nonviolent resistance, shaping the
direction of modern social justice movements.

Q: What can readers learn from Dorothy Day’s life
and writings?

A: Readers can learn about the importance of integrating faith and action,
the value of community, and the necessity of love and sacrifice in the
pursuit of justice and a meaningful life.

Dorothy Day The Long Loneliness
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Dorothy Day: The Long Loneliness - A Journey of Faith,
Activism, and Self-Discovery

Have you ever felt a deep yearning for something more, a profound sense of incompleteness despite
outward success? Dorothy Day, the iconic American Catholic activist and journalist, eloquently
articulated this feeling in her autobiography, The Long Loneliness. This isn't just a biography; it's a
raw, honest exploration of a soul's search for meaning, a testament to the enduring power of faith,
and a compelling narrative of social justice activism. This post delves into the heart of Day's life
story, exploring the key themes of The Long Loneliness and its enduring relevance today. We'll
examine her spiritual journey, her unwavering commitment to the poor, and the lasting impact of
her work.

The Seeds of Discontent: Dorothy Day's Early Life and
Intellectual Awakening

Dorothy Day's early life was marked by a restless spirit and a search for purpose. Raised in a family
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grappling with financial instability and emotional distance, she developed a deep empathy for the
marginalized even at a young age. Her bohemian years, filled with intellectual pursuits and romantic
entanglements, reveal a young woman grappling with existential questions and a growing
dissatisfaction with the superficiality of her surroundings. This period, characterized by a pursuit of
artistic expression and leftist political activism, laid the groundwork for her later commitment to
social justice. She found herself drawn to the radical ideas of the time, but even these didn't fully
satisfy her deep spiritual hunger. Her early experiences highlight the universal human search for
meaning and belonging, a theme woven throughout The Long Loneliness.

The Transformative Power of Faith

Day's conversion to Catholicism wasn't a sudden event but a gradual process of disillusionment and
rediscovery. Her initial exposure to the Church was largely negative, shaped by her experiences with
societal hypocrisy and the perceived disconnect between faith and action. However, a growing sense
of spiritual yearning, coupled with witnessing the genuine faith of others, led her to a profound
embrace of Catholicism. This conversion wasn't just a matter of religious affiliation; it was a
transformative experience that reshaped her understanding of life, purpose, and her role in the
world. This transformative experience provided the bedrock for her later tireless advocacy for the
poor and marginalized.

The Catholic Worker Movement: A Legacy of Social Justice

Inspired by her faith and a profound sense of social responsibility, Dorothy Day co-founded the
Catholic Worker Movement in 1933 with Peter Maurin. This movement wasn't just a charitable
organization; it was a radical commitment to living out the Gospel message of love and compassion.
The Catholic Worker houses provided shelter and food for the impoverished, offering a tangible
expression of their beliefs. Day's unwavering commitment to non-violent resistance and her
advocacy for the poor, the homeless, and the marginalized cemented her legacy as a powerful voice
for social justice. The Long Loneliness doesn’t shy away from portraying the challenges and
frustrations inherent in this work, emphasizing the ongoing struggle for social change.

The Power of Non-Violent Resistance

Day’s unwavering commitment to non-violent resistance was central to the Catholic Worker
Movement's philosophy and actions. Inspired by the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi, she believed in
the power of peaceful protest and civil disobedience as a means of challenging injustice and
advocating for social change. This commitment extended beyond simple acts of charity; it involved
actively opposing war, poverty, and social inequality through peaceful means. Her willingness to
endure arrest and imprisonment for her beliefs underscores the depth of her commitment and the
moral courage that characterized her activism.



The Enduring Relevance of "The Long Loneliness"

Dorothy Day's autobiography resonates deeply with readers even today. Her honest portrayal of
spiritual struggles, her unwavering commitment to social justice, and her persistent search for
meaning in a world often characterized by indifference and injustice continue to inspire. The themes
explored in The Long Loneliness — the search for meaning, the importance of faith, the urgency of
social action, and the power of community — remain powerfully relevant in a world grappling with
similar challenges. Day's legacy serves as a potent reminder of the individual's responsibility to work
for a more just and equitable society. Her life's work stands as a testament to the transformative
power of faith and the enduring importance of social justice activism.

Conclusion

Dorothy Day's The Long Loneliness is more than just a biography; it's a journey of self-discovery, a
testament to unwavering faith, and a powerful call to action. Her life, so vividly portrayed in her own
words, serves as a potent reminder of the transformative power of love, compassion, and a relentless
commitment to social justice. By understanding her struggles, her triumphs, and her unwavering
dedication, we can gain invaluable insight into the complexities of faith, activism, and the enduring
human search for meaning. Her legacy continues to challenge and inspire us to build a more just and
compassionate world.

FAQs:

1. What is the central theme of The Long Loneliness? The central theme is Dorothy Day's lifelong
search for meaning and spiritual fulfillment, interwoven with her commitment to social justice and
the Catholic Worker Movement.

2. How did Dorothy Day's early life influence her later activism? Her experiences with poverty,
instability, and societal injustice fostered a deep empathy for the marginalized and fueled her
commitment to social change.

3. What role did non-violent resistance play in Dorothy Day's activism? Non-violent resistance was
central to her philosophy and actions, reflecting her belief in the power of peaceful protest and civil
disobedience to challenge injustice.

4. What is the significance of the Catholic Worker Movement? It represents a radical commitment to
living out the Gospel message through direct action, providing shelter, food, and support to the poor
and marginalized.

5. Why is The Long Loneliness still relevant today? Its exploration of universal themes like the
search for meaning, the power of faith, and the urgency of social action continues to resonate with
readers grappling with similar questions and challenges in the modern world.



dorothy day the long loneliness: The Long Loneliness Dorothy Day, 2017-06-27 The
compelling autobiography of a remarkable Catholic woman, sainted by many, who championed the
rights of the poor in America’s inner cities. When Dorothy Day died in 1980, the New York Times
eulogized her as “a nonviolent social radical of luminous personality . . . founder of the Catholic
Worker Movement and leader for more than fifty years in numerous battles of social justice.” Here,
in her own words, this remarkable woman tells of her early life as a young journalist in the crucible
of Greenwich Village political and literary thought in the 1920s, and of her momentous conversion to
Catholicism that meant the end of a Bohemian lifestyle and common-law marriage. The Long
Loneliness chronilces Dorothy Day’s lifelong association with Peter Maurin and the genesis of the
Catholic Worker Movement. Unstinting in her commitment to peace, nonviolence, racial justice, and
the cuase of the poor and the outcast, she became an inspiration to such activists as Thomas Merton,
Michael Harrinton, Daniel Berrigan, Ceasr Chavez, and countless others. This edition of The Long
Loneliness begins with an eloquent introduction by Robert Coles, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author
and longtime friend, admirer, and biographer of Dorothy Day.

dorothy day the long loneliness: The Long Loneliness Dorothy Day, 1996-12-06 A
compelling autobiographical testament to the spiritual pilgrimage of a woman who, in her own
words, dedicated herself to bring[ing] about the kind of society where it is easier to be good."

dorothy day the long loneliness: The Duty of Delight Dorothy Day, 2011-10-25 For almost
fifty years, through her tireless service to the poor and her courageous witness for peace, Dorothy
Day offered an example of the gospel in action. Now the publication of her diaries, previously sealed
for twenty-five years after her death, offers a uniquely intimate portrait of her struggles and
concerns. Beginning in 1934 and ending in 1980, these diaries reflect her response to the vast
changes in America, the Church, and the wider world. Day experienced most of the great social
movements of her time but, as these diaries reveal, even while she labored for a transformed world,
she simultaneously remained grounded in everyday human life: the demands of her extended
Catholic worker family; her struggles to be more patient and charitable; the discipline of prayer and
worship that structured her days; her efforts to find God in all the tasks and encounters of daily life.
A story of faithful striving for holiness and the radical transformation of the world, Day’s life
challenges readers to imagine what it would be like to live as if the gospels were true.

dorothy day the long loneliness: Dorothy Day: The World Will Be Saved by Beauty Kate
Hennessy, 2017-01-24 Looks at the life and work of the provocative Catholic social reformer from
the personal point of view of someone who knew her well, her granddaughter.

dorothy day the long loneliness: Dorothy Day Patrick Jordan, 2015 By any measure, Dorothy
Day lived a fascinating life. She was a journalist, activist, single mother, convert, Catholic laywoman,
and co-founder of the Catholic Worker Movement. A lifelong radical who took the gospels at their
word, Dorothy Day lived among the poor as one of them, challenging both church and state to build
a better world for all people. Steeped in prayer, the liturgy, and the spiritual life, she was jailed
repeatedly for protesting poverty, injustice, and war. Through it all, she created a sense of
community and remained down-to-earth and humanly approachable. To have known Dorothy Day
was to have experienced not only her charm and humanity, but the purposefulness of her life. In
Dorothy Day: Love in Action, Patrick Jordan--who knew her personally--conveys some of the
hallmarks of Day's fascinating life and the spirit her adventure inspires. People of God is a series of
inspiring biographies for the general reader. Each volume offers a compelling and honest narrative
of the life of an important twentieth or twenty-first century Catholic. Some living and some now
deceased, each of these women and men has known challenges and weaknesses familiar to most of
us but responded to them in ways that call us to our own forms of heroism. Each offers a credible
and concrete witness of faith, hope, and love to people of our own day.

dorothy day the long loneliness: The Reckless Way of Love Dorothy Day, 2017 In this
guidebook Dorothy Day offers hard-earned wisdom and practical advice gained through decades of
seeking to know Jesus and to follow his example and teachings in her own life.

dorothy day the long loneliness: The Long Loneliness Dorothy Day, 1972



dorothy day the long loneliness: Thérese Dorothy Day, 2016-12-05 Dorothy Day’s
unpretentious account of the life of St. Thérése of Lisieux sheds light on the depth of Day’s Catholic
spirituality and illustrates why Thérése’s simplicity and humility are so vital for today. Whether you
are called to the active life like Day or a more hidden existence like Thérese, you will discover that
these paths have much in common and can lead you to a love that has the power to transform you in
ways that are unexpected and consequential. Now back in print, this short biography of St. Thérese
of Lisieux by Dorothy Day expresses the surprising yet profound connection between Day—the
founder of the Catholic Worker movement who was praised by Pope Francis for her passion for
justice and dedication to her faith—and the beloved saint best known for her Little Way. When Day
first read St. Thérése’s autobiography, The Story of a Soul in 1928, she called it “pious pap.” At the
time, Day—a social activist who had been living a bohemian lifestyle—had only recently been
baptized a Catholic. Some twenty-five years later, Day’s perspective on Thérése had so completely
changed that she was inspired to write this biography. She did not find it an easy task: “Every time I
sit down to write that book on the Little Flower I am blocked. . . . I am faced with the humiliating
fact that I can write only about myself, a damning fact.” But she persisted, and despite numerous
rejections eventually found a publisher for it in 1960. She wrote in the Preface: “In these days of fear
and trembling of what man has wrought on earth in destructiveness and hate, Thérese is the saint
we need.” Written originally for nonbelievers or those unaware of Thérese, the book reflects how
Day came to appreciate Thérese’s Little Way, not as an abstract concept, but as a spirituality that
she had already been living. The Catholic Worker, which she cofounded with Peter Maurin, was
dedicated to feeding the hungry and sheltering the homeless. Day’s life, like Thérese’s, was filled
with all the humble, self-effacing jobs that were a part of this work. She found in Thérese a kindred
spirit, one who saw these simple hidden tasks as the way to heaven. “We want to grow in love but do
not know how. Love is a science, a knowledge, and we lack it,” Day wrote. Just as Day had a
conversion of heart about the Little Way, you, too, can be changed by Thérese’s simple, yet profound
spirituality.

dorothy day the long loneliness: All the Way to Heaven Dorothy Day, 2012-04-10 “The
publication of the letters of Dorothy Day is a significant event in the history of Christian spirituality.”
—]Jim Martin, S], author of My Life with the Saints Dorothy Day, cofounder of the Catholic Worker
movement, has been called the most significant, interesting, and influential person in the history of
American Catholicism. Now the publication of her letters, previously sealed for 25 years after her
death and meticulously selected by Robert Ellsberg, reveals an extraordinary look at her daily
struggles, her hopes, and her unwavering faith. This volume, which extends from the early 1920s
until the time of her death in 1980, offers a fascinating chronicle of her response to the vast changes
in America, the Church, and the wider world. Set against the backdrop of the Depression, World War
II, the Cold War, Vatican II, Vietnam, and the protests of the 1960s and '70s, she corresponded with
a wide range of friends, colleagues, family members, and well-known figures such as Thomas
Merton, Daniel Berrigan, César Chavez, Allen Ginsberg, Katherine Anne Porter, and Francis
Cardinal Spellman, shedding light on the deepest yearnings of her heart. At the same time, the first
publication of her early love letters to Forster Batterham highlight her humanity and poignantly
dramatize the sacrifices that underlay her vocation. “These letters are life-, work-, and
faith-affirming.” —National Catholic Reporter

dorothy day the long loneliness: Dorothy Day John Loughery, Blythe Randolph, 2021-03-02
“Magisterial and glorious” (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette), the first full authoritative biography of Dorothy
Day—American icon, radical pacifist, Catholic convert, and advocate for the homeless—is “a vivid
account of her political and religious development” (Karen Armstrong, The New York Times). After
growing up in a conservative middle-class Republican household and working several years as a
left-wing journalist, Dorothy Day converted to Catholicism and became an anomaly in American life
for the next fifty years. As an orthodox Catholic, political radical, and a rebel who courted
controversy, she attracted three generations of admirers. A believer in civil disobedience, Day went
to jail several times protesting the nuclear arms race. She was critical of capitalism and US foreign



policy, and as skeptical of modern liberalism as political conservatism. Her protests began in 1917,
leading to her arrest during the suffrage demonstration outside President Wilson’s White House. In
1940 she spoke in Congress against the draft and urged young men not to register. She told
audiences in 1962 that the US was as much to blame for the Cuban missile crisis as Cuba and the
USSR. She refused to hear any criticism of the pope, though she sparred with American bishops and
priests who lived in well-appointed rectories while tolerating racial segregation in their parishes.
Dorothy Day is the exceptional biography of a dedicated modern-day pacifist, an outspoken advocate
for the poor, and a lifelong anarchist. This definitive and insightful account is “a monumental
exploration of the life, legacy, and spirituality of the Catholic activist” (Spirituality & Practice).

dorothy day the long loneliness: From Union Square to Rome Day, Dorothy, 2023-10-19 In
this early autobiographical work with a new foreword by Pope Francis, Dorothy Day offers the first
account of her dramatic conversion--

dorothy day the long loneliness: Dorothy Day, Thomas Merton and the Greatest
Commandment Leininger Pycior, Julie, 2020 Catholic Worker leader Dorothy Day and monk/author
Thomas Merton, who gave radical witness to love of God and neighbor in the tumultuous 1960s,
together come center stage in this compelling account of the visionary duo spotlighted by Pope
Francis in his historic address to Congress.

dorothy day the long loneliness: Dorothy Day William D. Miller, 1982 ISBN: 0060657528 ;
$18.95.

dorothy day the long loneliness: A Year With the Mystics Kathryn Jean Lopez, 2019-09-17
There's so much noise. Everything can seem like a distraction. Distraction, in fact, seems our
oxygen. When was the last time you saw people talking on an elevator? We seem to plug in
everywhere. We have earphones and screens and don't evenlook up, never mind find time for
silence. Our hearts need quiet. How are we ever going to pray otherwise? How could we ever
possibly know God's love and will, and the truth about ourselves and the world without resting in
Him? Resting in Him. What does that even mean? In A Year with the Mystics, popular National
Review journalist and commentator Kathryn Jean Lopez, who writes and speaks frequently about
faith and public life, and prayer and the Church, offers readers a tour of the magnificent variety of
mystical writing in the heart of the Church. Featuring reflections from both household and
contemporary names like Saint John Paul II, Mother Teresa and Edith Stein, as well as titanic
historic figures such as St. Catherine of Siena and John of the Cross. The words of these holy men
and women of prayer are presented in accessible doses ideal for daily prayer amidst the seemingly
all-consuming busy-ness of life. Each page is an invitation to enter more deeply into the life of faith.
What does the road to union with God look like? What is a dark night? What is true love of the
Trinity? What is this Church as bridegroom business? Mysticism is not some foreign and remote life
of prayer for poets and saints in heaven; rather, it is the call for every Christian to draw more deeply
and profoundly from the heart of Christ in prayer. A Year with the Mystics is a tour, a retreat, and a
love story in which God seeks you out. With the small commitment of a few minutes a day to prayer
with mystic saints and other holy ones, you will be making time for communication and peace in the
heart of the Trinity. Your faith will grow and you will see that the life of a contemplative in the world
can be yours; it can become for you the air you breathe and a wellspring of renewal in your life as a
Catholic, rooted in the sacraments. This beautiful Premium UltraSoft gift edition features two-tone
sewn binding, ribbon marker, gold edges, and designed interior pages.

dorothy day the long loneliness: Fortress Commentary on the Bible Margaret Aymer,
Cynthia Briggs Kittredge, David A. Sanchez, 2014-10-01 The Fortress Commentary on the New
Testament presents a balanced synthesis of current scholarship. The contributors bring a rich
diversity of perspectives to the task of connecting solid historical critical analysis of Scripture with
sensitivity to theological, cultural, and interpretive issues arising in our encounter with the text. The
volume includes introductory articles, section introductions, and individual book articles that explore
key sense units through three lenses: ¢ The Text in Its Ancient Context ¢ The Text in the Interpretive
Tradition ¢ The Text in Contemporary Discussion Comprehensive and useful for preaching, teaching,




and research.

dorothy day the long loneliness: Dorothy Day and the Catholic Worker Nancy L. Roberts,
1984-01-01 Fifty years ago, Dorothy Day sold the first issue of the Catholic Worker in New York, and
one of the most remarkable newspapers in American history was born. It advocated something
revolutionary for 1933 America: the union of Catholicism with a passionate concern for social justice
and with personal activism. Today, the Catholic Worker, still a monthly with some 100,000
subscribers, remains a leader in pacifism and social justice activism. The dean of American
journalism historians, Edwin Emery, recently acknowledged the extremely significant role of the
Catholic Worker in the history of advocacy and religious journalism. Dorothy Day and the Catholic
Worker examines Dorothy Day's vital role as editor, publisher, and chief writer--the person who
guided the paper's content and tone--until her death in 1980 at the age of 83. A devout Catholic,
Dorothy Day never criticized the Church's teachings--only its failure to live up to them. Her
determined leadership gave the Catholic Worker its consistency and continuity through even those
periods in American history most hostile to its message. Dorothy Day and the Catholic Worker is the
first full-length, scholarly study of the newspaper. Drawing primarily on the Dorothy Day-Catholic
Worker Collection at Marquette University and on interviews with former Catholic Worker editors
from the 1930s on, it traces the paper's history, highlighting crisis points such as the Spanish Civil
War and World War II, when individuals selling the Catholic Worker were sometimes beaten in the
streets. During the McCarthy era, the Korean War, and the war in Vietnam, the Catholic Worker
maintained its commitment to peace and social justice. A final chapter links the Catholic bishops'
recent pastoral letter on nuclear warfare with the peace leadership provided by the Catholic Worker.

dorothy day the long loneliness: The Long Loneliness Dorothy Day, 1952

dorothy day the long loneliness: The Catholic Worker Movement Mark Zwick, Louise
Zwick, 2005 This book is essential reading for understanding the legacy behind the Catholic Worker
Movement. The founders of the movement, Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin met during the Great
Depression in 1932. Their collaboration sparked something in the Church that has been both an
inspiration and a reproach to American Catholicism. Dorothy Day is already a cultural icon. Once
maligned, she is now being considered for sainthood. From a bohemian circle that included Eugene
O'Neil to her controversial labor politics to the founding of the Catholic Worker Movement, she lived
out a civil rights pacifism with a spirituality that took radical message of the Gospel to heart. Peter
Maurin has been less celebrated but was equally important to the movement that embraced and
uplifted the poor among us. Dorothy Day said he was, a genius, a saint, an agitator, a writer, a
lecturer, a poor man and a shabby tramp. Mark and Louise Zwick's thorough research into the
Catholic Worker Movement reveals who influenced Peter Maurin and Dorothy Day and how the
influence materialized into much more than good ideas. Dostoevsky, Catherine of Siena, Teresa of
Avila, Francis of Assisi, Therese of Lisieux, Jacques and Raissa Maritain and many others contributed
to fire in the minds of two people that sought to blow the dynamite of the Church in 20th-century
America. This fascinating and detailed work will be meaningful to readers interested in American
history, social justice, religion and public life. It will also appeal to Catholics wishing to live the
Gospel with lives of action, contemplation, and prayer. +

dorothy day the long loneliness: Dorothy Day Terrence Wright, 2018-03-22 In this
introduction to the life and thought of Dorothy Day, one of the most important lay Catholics of the
twentieth century, Terrence Wright presents her radical response to God's mercy. After a period of
darkness and sin, which included an abortion and a suicide attempt, Day had a profound awakening
to God's unlimited love and mercy through the birth of her daughter. After her conversion, Day
answered the calling to bring God's mercy to others. With Peter Maurin, she founded the Catholic
Worker Movement in 1933. Dedicated to both the spiritual and the corporal works of mercy, they
established Houses of Hospitality, Catholic Worker Farms, and the Catholic Worker newspaper.
Drawing heavily from Day's own writings, this book reveals her love for Scripture, the sacraments,
and the magisterial teaching of the Church. The author explores her philosophy and spirituality,
including her devotion to Saints Francis, Benedict, and Thérese. He also shows how her



understanding of the Mystical Body of Christ led to some of her more controversial positions such as
pacifism. Since her death in 1980, Day continues to serve as a model of Christian love and
commitment. She recognized Christ in the less fortunate and understood that to be a servant of
these least among us is to be a servant of God.

dorothy day the long loneliness: Summary of Dorothy Day's The Long Loneliness Everest
Media,, 2022-05-30T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book.
Sample Book Insights: #1 My mother’s family history is rich with tradition. She told me stories of
when she was a little girl, and I loved hearing about her family’s history. It gave me a sense of
continuity. #2 We have lost our culture and our faith, and we are afraid to be either proud of our
ancestors or ashamed of them. We have adopted a bourgeois mediocrity that would make it seem
like we are all Americans, made in the image and likeness of George Washington. #3 We did not
search for God when we were children. We took Him for granted. We were taught to say our evening
prayers, and then we would not pray anymore unless a thunderstorm made us hide our heads under
the covers and propitiate the Deity by promising to be good. #4 I can remember my religious
experiences from when I was a child. I can remember the happy hours on the beach with my
brothers, and fishing in a creek for eels, and running away with a younger cousin to an abandoned
shack in a waste of swamp around Fort Hamilton.

dorothy day the long loneliness: On Pilgrimage Dorothy Day, Peter Day, 1999-08-01 When
Dorothy Day sat down to record her thoughts in diary form, she wrote not only as the leader of the
Catholic Worker movement but also as a mother, a grandmother, and a deeply religious woman who
was passionate about everything from baking bread to prayer. But whether describing day-to-day
happenings or exploring the writings of the saints, Day's reflections return to her abiding theme -
the call to personal and public transformation. Her diary entries touch on numerous social and moral
concerns still vital in our day: the disenfranchised poor, the benefits of meaningful work, the
significance of family, the dangers of secularization, the decline of moral standards, and the
importance of faith.--BOOK JACKET.

dorothy day the long loneliness: Peter Maurin Dorothy Day, Francis J. Sicius, 2004 Dorothy
Day provides the most complete intimate portrait of the man she called an Apostle to the world.
Maurin emerges as a true saint and prophet who offers an instructive and healing challenge for our
time.

dorothy day the long loneliness: Dorothy Day Robert Coles, 1989-01-22 Robert Coles first
met Dorothy Day over thirty-five years ago when, as a medical student, he worked in one of her
Catholic Worker soup kitchens. He remained close to this inspiring and controversial woman until
her death in 1980. His book, an intellectual and psychological portrait, confronts candidly the
central puzzles of her life: the sophisticated Greenwich Village novelist and reporter who converted
to Catholicism; the single mother who raised her child in a most unorthodox “family”; her struggles
with sexuality, loneliness, and pride; her devout religious conservatism coupled with radical politics.
This intense portrait is based on many years of conversation and correspondence, as well as
tape-recorded interviews.

dorothy day the long loneliness: St. Joan of Arc John Beevers, 1989-12 The 19-year-old
Saint; who in 15 months defeated England; saved her country; crowned its king; and changed
history; yet was burned as a heretic. Yet; 500 years later; she was canonized and became the Patron
Saint of France. A unique and almost unbelievable story!

dorothy day the long loneliness: House of Hospitality Dorothy Day, 2015-02-02 A great many
of these notes were not written for publication, but for my own self in moments of trouble and in
moments of peace and joy. Dorothy Day's reflections-written on the fly over five hectic years-reveal
not only the beginnings of the Catholic Worker Movement, but the mind of a heroic woman as she
responds to the demands of faith. Now back in print after seventy-five years, House of Hospitality is
packed with stories of sacrifice and kindness, strikes and protests, hunger and soup lines, the rough
reality of tenement life, and the foul odor of poverty. I do penance through my nose continually,
Dorothy wrote. And yet, as she said, Our lives are made up of little miracles day by day. Dorothy Day



and her fellow workers were poor for the poor, as Pope Francis has exhorted, and the early years of
this Gospel-driven moment have much to teach us about how we can live, today, with a heart for
others. Love and ever more love, Dorothy said, is the only solution to every problem that comes up.

dorothy day the long loneliness: To Build a Better World Philip Zelikow, Condoleezza Rice,
2019-09-10 A deeply researched international history and exemplary study (New York Times Book
Review) of how a divided world ended and our present world was fashioned, as the world drifts
toward another great time of choosing. Two of America's leading scholar-diplomats, Philip Zelikow
and Condoleezza Rice, have combed sources in several languages, interviewed leading figures, and
drawn on their own firsthand experience to bring to life the choices that molded the contemporary
world. Zeroing in on the key moments of decision, the might-have-beens, and the human beings
working through them, they explore both what happened and what could have happened, to show
how one world ended and another took form. Beginning in the late 1970s and carrying into the
present, they focus on the momentous period between 1988 and 1992, when an entire world system
changed, states broke apart, and societies were transformed. Such periods have always been
accompanied by terrible wars -- but not this time. This is also a story of individuals coping with
uncertainty. They voice their hopes and fears. They try out desperate improvisations and careful
designs. These were leaders who grew up in a postwar world, who tried to fashion something better,
more peaceful, more prosperous, than the damaged, divided world in which they had come of age.
New problems are putting their choices, and the world they made, back on the operating table. It is
time to recall not only why they made their choices, but also just how great nations can step up to
great challenges. Timed for the thirtieth anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, To Build a Better
World is an authoritative depiction of contemporary statecraft. It lets readers in on the strategies
and negotiations, nerve-racking risks, last-minute decisions, and deep deliberations behind the
dramas that changed the face of Europe -- and the world -- forever.

dorothy day the long loneliness: All is Grace James H. Forest, 2011 Revised edition of: Love is
the Measure. c1994.

dorothy day the long loneliness: The Eleventh Virgin Dorothy Day, 2021-05-18T15:05:20Z
Though Dorothy Day may be best known today for her religious peace activism and her role in
founding the Catholic Worker movement, she lived a bohemian youth in the Lower West Side of New
York City during the late 1910s and early 1920s. As an editor for radical socialist publications like
The Liberator and The Masses, Day was involved in several left-wing causes as well as the Silent
Sentinels’ 1917 protest for women'’s suffrage in front of the White House. The Eleventh Virgin is a
semi-autobiographical novel told through the eyes of June Henreddy, a young radical journalist
whose fictional life closely parallels Day’s own life experiences, including her eventual
disillusionment with her bohemian lifestyle. Though later derided by Day as “a very bad book,” The
Eleventh Virgin captures a vibrant image of New York’s radical counterculture in the early 20th
century and sheds a light on the youthful misadventures of a woman who would eventually be
praised by Pope Francis for her dream of “social justice and the rights of persons” during his historic
address to a joint session of Congress in 2015. This book is part of the Standard Ebooks project,
which produces free public domain ebooks.

dorothy day the long loneliness: Bread and Wine Orbis Books, 2005 Daily readings for the
Lenten season by Thomas Merton, Kathleen Norris, Henri Nouwen, Wendell Berry, G.K. Chesterton,
C.S. Lewis, Mother Teresa, Dorothy Sayers, Philip Yancey, John Updike, and many others.

dorothy day the long loneliness: Social Isolation and Loneliness in Older Adults National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and
Education, Health and Medicine Division, Board on Behavioral, Cognitive, and Sensory Sciences,
Board on Health Sciences Policy, Committee on the Health and Medical Dimensions of Social
Isolation and Loneliness in Older Adults, 2020-05-14 Social isolation and loneliness are serious yet
underappreciated public health risks that affect a significant portion of the older adult population.
Approximately one-quarter of community-dwelling Americans aged 65 and older are considered to
be socially isolated, and a significant proportion of adults in the United States report feeling lonely.




People who are 50 years of age or older are more likely to experience many of the risk factors that
can cause or exacerbate social isolation or loneliness, such as living alone, the loss of family or
friends, chronic illness, and sensory impairments. Over a life course, social isolation and loneliness
may be episodic or chronic, depending upon an individual's circumstances and perceptions. A
substantial body of evidence demonstrates that social isolation presents a major risk for premature
mortality, comparable to other risk factors such as high blood pressure, smoking, or obesity. As
older adults are particularly high-volume and high-frequency users of the health care system, there
is an opportunity for health care professionals to identify, prevent, and mitigate the adverse health
impacts of social isolation and loneliness in older adults. Social Isolation and Loneliness in Older
Adults summarizes the evidence base and explores how social isolation and loneliness affect health
and quality of life in adults aged 50 and older, particularly among low income, underserved, and
vulnerable populations. This report makes recommendations specifically for clinical settings of
health care to identify those who suffer the resultant negative health impacts of social isolation and
loneliness and target interventions to improve their social conditions. Social Isolation and Loneliness
in Older Adults considers clinical tools and methodologies, better education and training for the
health care workforce, and dissemination and implementation that will be important for translating
research into practice, especially as the evidence base for effective interventions continues to
flourish.

dorothy day the long loneliness: Bridge to Wonder Cecilia Gonzalez-Andrieu, 2022-04-15 It is
often difficult to describe beauty or even justify attempts to experience something beautiful. Yet if
artists--whether painters or poets, actors or musicians, architects or sculptors--teach us anything, it
is that the pursuit of beauty is a common feature among all humanity. As Cecilia Gonzalez-Andrieu
contends, these varied experiences with artistic beauty are embedded with revelatory and prophetic
power that not only affects a single individual but allows for communal formation. Named one of
America magazine's most promising young theologians, Gonzélez-Andrieu seeks to engage art in
order to reveal its religious significance. Bridge to Wonder proposes a method of theological
aesthetics allowing readers to mine the depths of creative beauty to discover variegated theological
truths that enable greater communion with each other and the One source of all that is beautiful.

dorothy day the long loneliness: The Integrated Life Ken Eldred, 2019-05-22 What if we
could resolve the exhausting struggle between work, family, and spiritual life? What if we
recognized a deep connection between faith and business? What if biblical values weren't roadblocks
but actually the source of successful business? What if the real goal of business were more noble
than maximizing profit? What if we could see our everyday work as having spiritual value? What if
we could approach it as ministry? What if it were our calling, a calling as high as that of a pastor or
missionary? What if God cared deeply about our work and wanted to be involved? And what if we
could even partner with him in our business? Many of us believe the key to resolving the tension
between work and faith lies in a more balanced life. Pursuing balance is important, Eldred explains,
but that noble effort still leaves us with compartmentalized lives. We still sense that all those prime
hours of our day have little or no spiritual significance. Integration is the key to changing that
mindset and thus redeeming the vast majority of our time, the hours devoted to work. When our
work is a holy calling and a ministry, it's loaded with spiritual significance. All that time we spend at
work has spiritual value. So while balance alone might redeem some hours, integration can redeem
far more! Ken Eldred reveals how to find a deep integration between our work and faith such that all
areas of our lives further God's kingdom, glorify him, and fulfill our life mission. As we integrate our
lives, he explains, we can experience the abundant life that Jesus offers us. The author takes on
pervasive misconceptions stemming both from business and from church. He debunks these
misguided beliefs and attitudes that hold us back and reveals a transformational new paradigm for
purpose-driven work. Eldred explains that we have a threefold ministry in our work life: pointing
those around us to God (a ministry at work), serving and creating via the work itself (a ministry of
work), and redeeming the practices, policies, and structures of institutions (a ministry to work).
That's a pretty lofty charge for those of us in the marketplace! This book offers a powerful picture of



the integrated life in which our faith impacts every sphere, including our work in the marketplace.
Drawing on his own experience and the example of others, Eldred lays out practical applications that
lead to abundant living through a far deeper connection between work and faith.

dorothy day the long loneliness: The Defiant Middle Kaya Oakes, 2021-11-30 For every
woman, from the young to those in midlife and beyond, who has ever been told, You can't and
thought, Oh, I definitely will!--this book is for you. Women are expected to be many things. They
should be young enough, but not too young; old enough, but not too old; creative, but not crazy;
passionate, but not angry. They should be fertile and feminine and self-reliant, not barren or butch
or solitary. Women, in other words, are caught between social expectations and a much more
complicated reality. Women who don't fit in, whether during life transitions or because of changes in
their body, mind, or gender identity, are carving out new ways of being in and remaking the world.
But this is nothing new: they have been doing so for thousands of years, often at the margins of the
same religious traditions and cultures that created these limited ways of being for women in the first
place. In The Defiant Middle, Kaya Oakes draws on the wisdom of women mystics and explores how
transitional eras or living in marginalized female identities can be both spiritually challenging and
wonderfully freeing, ultimately resulting in a reinvented way of seeing the world and changing it.
Change, after all, Oakes writes, always comes from the margins.

dorothy day the long loneliness: The Classics of Catholic Spirituality Peter John Cameron,
1996-01 This brief introduction to fouteen major literary works in the area of spirituality is a
practical guide to the knowledge, love, esteem, and practice of the Catholic faith.

dorothy day the long loneliness: The Enchantments of Mammon Eugene McCarraher,
2019-11-12 “An extraordinary work of intellectual history as well as a scholarly tour de force, a
bracing polemic, and a work of Christian prophecy...McCarraher challenges more than 200 years of
post-Enlightenment assumptions about the way we live and work.” —The Observer At least since
Max Weber, capitalism has been understood as part of the “disenchantment” of the world, stripping
material objects and social relations of their mystery and magic. In this magisterial work, Eugene
McCarraher challenges this conventional view. Capitalism, he argues, is full of sacrament, whether
one is prepared to acknowledge it or not. First flowering in the fields and factories of England and
brought to America by Puritans and evangelicals, whose doctrine made ample room for industry and
profit, capitalism has become so thoroughly enmeshed in the fabric of our society that our faith in
“the market” has become sacrosanct. Informed by cultural history and theology as well as
management theory, The Enchantments of Mammon looks to nineteenth-century Romantics, whose
vision of labor combined reason, creativity, and mutual aid, for salvation. In this impassioned
challenge to some of our most firmly held assumptions, McCarraher argues that capitalism has
hijacked our intrinsic longing for divinity—and urges us to break its hold on our souls. “A majestic
achievement...It is a work of great moral and spiritual intelligence, and one that invites
contemplation about things we can’t afford not to care about deeply.” —Commonweal “More
brilliant, more capacious, and more entertaining, page by page, than his most ardent fans dared
hope. The magnitude of his accomplishment—an account of American capitalism as a religion...will
stun even skeptical readers.” —Christian Century

dorothy day the long loneliness: I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud William Wordsworth, 2007-03
The classic Wordsworth poem is depicted in vibrant illustrations, perfect for pint-sized poetry fans.

dorothy day the long loneliness: Counseling Persons with Parkinson's Disease Allan Hugh
Cole, 2021 Counseling Persons with Parkinson's Disease offers a distinctive, practical,
philosophically grounded, and person-centered approach to counseling those living with Parkinson's
disease and other chronic illnesses. As a seasoned teacher of professional counselors who also lives
with Parkinson's, the author demonstrates that chronic illness requires accepting and living with
profound loss, but that this loss may lead to personal transformation and constructive ends, wherein
one finds new hope, meaning, purpose, happiness, and passion for living. Equal parts memoir and
professional resource, this book guides clinicians who give counsel, educators who teach counseling,
and anyone wanting to know more about Parkinson's disease and providing support for those who



live with it. Parkinson's disease; bereavement; grief, mourning; illness; counseling; task-centered;
happiness--

dorothy day the long loneliness: Dorothy Day and the Catholic Worker Kate Hennessy,
2016 A portrait of Dorothy Day and the Catholic Worker movement in New York City through
photographs taken in 1955 by Vivian Cherry, a documentary photographer, accompanied by
excerpts of Dorothy Day's writings selected and edited by her granddaughter, Kate Hennessy--

dorothy day the long loneliness: Catholic Radicalism Maurin Peter, 1949

dorothy day the long loneliness: A Right to Be Merry Mother Mary Francis, 2001-09-01 ECan
life really be merry inside a Poor Clare cloister? This happy book reveals the challenges, cares and
joys of that cloistered life from an insiders view. The poet's cry, O world, I cannot hold you close
enough! is the heart's cry of the enclosed contemplative. No one who has not lived in a cloister can
fully understand just how intertwined are the lives of cloistered nuns. Their hearts may be wide as
the universe and bottomless as eternity, but the practical details of their living are boxed up into the
small area within the enclosure walls. Cloistered nuns rub souls as well as elbows all their lives, and
if they do not step out of themselves to get a true perspective, they can become small-souled and
petty and remain immature children all their lives long. But, as Mother Mary Francis points out, they
also have as great a right to be merry as any lady in the world. Nor is merriment all. Hidden away
from the glare and noise of worldly living, Mother Mary Francis writes, we are enclosed in the womb
of holy Church. I walk down the cloisters, and my heart moves to a single tune: Lord, it is good, so
good to be here!
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