
drug classifications for nurses
drug classifications for nurses is a crucial topic in healthcare, empowering nursing professionals
to deliver safe, effective patient care. As medication administration is a central responsibility for
nurses, understanding drug classifications enables better decision-making, improved patient
outcomes, and minimized risks. This comprehensive article explores the core concepts of drug
categories, their mechanisms of action, therapeutic uses, and key considerations for nursing practice.
Readers will gain insight into the importance of pharmacological knowledge, the major drug groups
encountered in clinical settings, and practical tips for safe medication management. Whether you are
a nursing student, practicing nurse, or healthcare educator, this guide will enhance your
understanding of drug classifications for nurses and support excellence in medication safety.
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Understanding Drug Classifications: An Overview

Drug classifications for nurses refer to the systematic grouping of medications based on their
chemical structure, mechanism of action, therapeutic effects, or legal status. Nurses must be
proficient in these classifications to ensure accurate medication administration, avoid adverse drug
reactions, and educate patients effectively. Drug classes help streamline clinical decision-making,
simplify communication among healthcare professionals, and facilitate learning for both novice and
experienced nurses.

Medications are commonly classified in several ways:

Pharmacological classification: Based on the mechanism of action and chemical structure.

Therapeutic classification: Based on the clinical use or desired effect.

Legal classification: Based on regulations (e.g., prescription, over-the-counter, controlled
substances).

A solid grasp of these classification systems enables nurses to anticipate drug effects, recognize



contraindications, and implement effective interventions for patient safety.

Major Drug Classes Encountered by Nurses

Nurses commonly work with a diverse range of drug classes, each with distinct properties, indications,
and safety profiles. Mastery of these major drug groups is foundational to nursing practice, ensuring
that medication administration aligns with evidence-based standards.

Analgesics

Analgesics are drugs used to relieve pain. They are further divided into non-opioid analgesics (such as
acetaminophen and NSAIDs) and opioid analgesics (such as morphine and codeine). Nurses must
understand indications, potential side effects, and risks associated with analgesic use, including
addiction and respiratory depression for opioids.

Antibiotics

Antibiotics are essential for treating bacterial infections. Common classes include penicillins,
cephalosporins, macrolides, and fluoroquinolones. Drug classifications for nurses highlight the
importance of distinguishing between bactericidal and bacteriostatic agents and monitoring for
resistance patterns and allergic reactions.

Antihypertensives

Antihypertensive drugs are used to manage high blood pressure. Major categories include ACE
inhibitors, beta-blockers, calcium channel blockers, and diuretics. Nurses must be familiar with the
mechanisms, side effects, and monitoring parameters for each class to ensure optimal patient
outcomes.

Anticoagulants

Anticoagulants, such as warfarin, heparin, and direct oral anticoagulants, prevent blood clot
formation. These drugs require careful monitoring for bleeding complications and interactions with
other medications. Nurses play a vital role in patient education and laboratory assessment for safe
anticoagulant therapy.

Antidepressants



Antidepressants are used to treat mood disorders. Common classes include SSRIs, SNRIs, tricyclic
antidepressants, and MAOIs. Understanding drug classifications helps nurses anticipate side effects,
monitor for therapeutic response, and identify potential drug interactions.

Mechanisms of Action and Therapeutic Applications

Understanding the mechanisms by which different drug classes achieve their effects is critical for safe
medication administration. Drug classifications for nurses include knowledge of how drugs interact
with biological systems, their therapeutic targets, and the physiological changes they induce.

Pharmacodynamics and Pharmacokinetics

Pharmacodynamics refers to a drug’s effects on the body, including receptor binding, enzyme
interactions, and modulation of cell signaling. Pharmacokinetics covers absorption, distribution,
metabolism, and excretion. Nurses must integrate these principles to anticipate drug responses and
adjust dosages as needed.

Therapeutic Indications

Each drug class is associated with specific therapeutic uses. For example:

Analgesics: Acute and chronic pain management

Antibiotics: Bacterial infections

Antihypertensives: Hypertension, heart failure

Anticoagulants: Thromboembolic disorders

Antidepressants: Depression, anxiety, chronic pain syndromes

Nurses must match drug selection to patient needs, consider contraindications, and monitor for
desired outcomes.

Key Considerations in Drug Administration for Nurses

Safe and effective drug administration is a cornerstone of nursing practice. Drug classifications for
nurses provide a framework for assessing patient risk, preventing errors, and promoting optimal
pharmacotherapy.



Patient Assessment

Before administering medications, nurses must conduct thorough assessments, including allergy
history, renal and hepatic function, and co-morbidities. This information guides drug selection and
dosage adjustments.

Monitoring and Documentation

Ongoing monitoring for therapeutic response, adverse effects, and drug interactions is essential.
Accurate documentation of medication administration, patient reactions, and nursing interventions
supports continuity of care and legal compliance.

Patient Education

Nurses are educators, responsible for informing patients about their medications, including expected
benefits, potential side effects, and adherence strategies. Understanding drug classifications for
nurses enhances the ability to provide clear, relevant information.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Medication
Management

Medication management presents complex challenges that nurses must navigate to maintain patient
safety. Drug classifications for nurses support identification and resolution of common issues in
clinical practice.

Polypharmacy

Polypharmacy, or the use of multiple medications, increases the risk of drug interactions and adverse
effects. Nurses should perform regular medication reconciliation and collaborate with the healthcare
team to minimize unnecessary drug use.

Adverse Drug Reactions

Adverse reactions can be unpredictable and severe. Prompt recognition, reporting, and intervention
are crucial. Nurses should familiarize themselves with the side effect profiles of major drug classes
and educate patients on warning signs.



Medication Errors

Errors in prescribing, dispensing, or administering drugs can compromise patient safety. Strategies to
prevent errors include double-checking drug classifications, dosage calculations, and employing
standardized protocols.

Essential Tips for Staying Updated on Drug
Classifications

The field of pharmacology evolves rapidly, with new drug classes and updated guidelines emerging
regularly. Drug classifications for nurses require ongoing education and vigilance to maintain best
practices.

Participate in continuing education programs focused on pharmacology.

Regularly review clinical drug reference materials and institutional policies.

Engage in interdisciplinary collaboration to discuss new medications and therapeutic
approaches.

Utilize digital resources and mobile apps for up-to-date drug information.

Attend professional conferences and workshops to stay current on emerging trends.

By prioritizing ongoing learning, nurses can maintain competence, adapt to changes in drug
classifications, and safeguard patient well-being.

Q: What are drug classifications for nurses, and why are they
important?
A: Drug classifications for nurses are systematic groupings of medications based on their chemical
structure, mechanism of action, or therapeutic use. They are important because they help nurses
safely administer drugs, anticipate effects, recognize adverse reactions, and educate patients.

Q: What are the most common drug classes nurses
encounter?
A: Nurses frequently work with analgesics, antibiotics, antihypertensives, anticoagulants, and
antidepressants. Each class has unique indications, mechanisms, and safety considerations.



Q: How do drug classifications assist in safe medication
administration?
A: Knowing drug classifications enables nurses to select appropriate medications, adjust doses,
monitor for interactions, and respond quickly to adverse effects, enhancing patient safety.

Q: What is the difference between pharmacological and
therapeutic drug classification?
A: Pharmacological classification is based on a drug’s chemical structure or mechanism of action,
while therapeutic classification is based on the clinical use or desired effect of the medication.

Q: Why is ongoing education about drug classifications
important for nurses?
A: Ongoing education keeps nurses updated on new drug classes, changing guidelines, and emerging
safety concerns, ensuring they maintain competency and deliver optimal patient care.

Q: How do nurses manage polypharmacy risks?
A: Nurses manage polypharmacy by performing thorough medication reconciliation, monitoring for
interactions, collaborating with healthcare providers, and educating patients about their medications.

Q: What strategies can nurses use to prevent medication
errors?
A: Nurses can prevent medication errors by double-checking drug classifications and dosages,
following standardized protocols, maintaining accurate documentation, and staying informed about
best practices.

Q: What role do nurses play in patient education about
medications?
A: Nurses educate patients about medication benefits, potential side effects, adherence strategies,
and safety precautions, empowering patients to use their medications responsibly.

Q: Which resources are best for nurses to stay updated on
drug classifications?
A: Reliable resources include clinical pharmacology textbooks, institutional guidelines, continuing
education courses, professional conferences, and digital drug reference tools.



Q: How do drug classifications help in recognizing adverse
drug reactions?
A: By understanding the typical side effect profiles of each drug class, nurses can quickly identify and
respond to adverse reactions, minimizing harm and improving patient outcomes.

Drug Classifications For Nurses
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Drug Classifications for Nurses: A Comprehensive
Guide

Navigating the complex world of medications is a crucial aspect of nursing. Understanding drug
classifications is not just important; it’s essential for safe and effective patient care. This
comprehensive guide provides nurses with a structured overview of key drug classifications,
focusing on their mechanisms of action, common uses, and potential side effects. We'll explore
various categories, equipping you with the knowledge to confidently administer and monitor
medications. Let's delve into the vital world of drug classifications for nurses.

Understanding Drug Classification Systems

Before diving into specific classifications, it's crucial to understand the underlying principles.
Pharmacologists categorize drugs based on several factors, including:

1. Pharmacologic Action:

This classification system groups drugs based on their mechanism of action at the molecular level.
For instance, beta-blockers all work by blocking beta-adrenergic receptors, regardless of their
specific chemical structure.
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2. Therapeutic Use:

This approach focuses on what the drug is used to treat. For example, analgesics relieve pain,
regardless of their mechanism. This is often the most practical classification for nurses on the ward.

3. Chemical Structure:

This method groups drugs based on their chemical similarities. While less clinically relevant for
immediate patient care, understanding chemical structure can be helpful in predicting potential
drug interactions.

Key Drug Classifications for Nurses

This section details some of the most commonly encountered drug classifications in nursing practice:

1. Analgesics:

These drugs relieve pain. Subcategories include:

Opioids (Narcotics): Morphine, fentanyl, oxycodone. Powerful analgesics that act on opioid receptors
in the central nervous system. Careful monitoring for respiratory depression is crucial.
Non-Steroidal Anti-Inflammatory Drugs (NSAIDs): Ibuprofen, naproxen, aspirin. Reduce pain and
inflammation by inhibiting cyclooxygenase (COX) enzymes. Risk of gastrointestinal bleeding and
renal impairment.
Acetaminophen: A non-opioid analgesic and antipyretic (fever reducer). Less potent than opioids or
NSAIDs for pain relief but generally safer.

2. Antibiotics:

Used to treat bacterial infections. Classification is based on their mechanism of action:

Penicillins: Inhibit bacterial cell wall synthesis.
Cephalosporins: Similar mechanism to penicillins, often used when patients are allergic to penicillin.
Tetracyclines: Inhibit bacterial protein synthesis.
Macrolides: Inhibit bacterial protein synthesis; often used as alternatives to penicillins.



Careful attention must be paid to antibiotic stewardship to prevent the development of antibiotic-
resistant bacteria.

3. Cardiovascular Drugs:

This broad category includes drugs that affect the heart and blood vessels:

Antihypertensives: Used to treat high blood pressure. Examples include ACE inhibitors, beta-
blockers, calcium channel blockers, and diuretics. Each class has a different mechanism of action.
Antiarrhythmics: Used to treat abnormal heart rhythms. Different classes target different aspects of
cardiac electrophysiology.
Cardiac Glycosides (e.g., Digoxin): Increase the force of heart contractions. Requires careful
monitoring of blood levels.

4. Respiratory Drugs:

Used to treat respiratory conditions like asthma and COPD:

Bronchodilators: Relax the airway muscles, improving airflow. Examples include beta-agonists
(albuterol) and anticholinergics (ipratropium).
Corticosteroids (Inhaled): Reduce inflammation in the airways.

5. Psychotropics:

These drugs affect mental state and behaviour:

Antidepressants: Treat depression. Different classes including SSRIs, SNRIs, and tricyclic
antidepressants.
Antipsychotics: Treat psychosis.
Anxiolytics: Treat anxiety. Benzodiazepines are a common class.

6. Other Important Classifications:

Hypoglycemics: Used to manage diabetes. Include insulin and oral hypoglycemics.
Diuretics: Increase urine output, often used to treat fluid retention and hypertension.



Importance of Continued Learning

Drug classifications are constantly evolving with new medications and updated understandings of
their mechanisms. Continuous professional development is essential for nurses to remain up-to-date
on the latest information and best practices. Staying informed ensures safe and effective medication
administration and patient care.

Conclusion

Understanding drug classifications is a fundamental skill for all nurses. This guide has provided a
foundational overview of key categories, their mechanisms of action, and important considerations
for safe administration. Remember, this is not an exhaustive list, and further study is encouraged.
Always consult your institution's drug formularies and reputable resources for the most current and
accurate information.

FAQs

1. Where can I find reliable resources for updated drug information? Your institution's drug
formulary, reputable pharmaceutical websites (like those of major pharmaceutical companies), and
peer-reviewed medical journals are excellent sources.

2. What is the significance of understanding drug mechanisms of action? Knowing the mechanism of
action allows nurses to anticipate potential side effects, drug interactions, and contraindications,
leading to safer patient care.

3. How can I improve my ability to remember drug classifications? Use flashcards, create mnemonic
devices, and actively engage in case studies involving different drug classes to solidify your
understanding.

4. Is there a specific order in which I should learn drug classifications? Start with the most
frequently used classifications in your practice setting and gradually expand your knowledge.

5. What should I do if I am unsure about a particular medication or classification? Always consult
with a pharmacist or senior colleague before administering any medication you are unsure about.
Patient safety is paramount.

  drug classifications for nurses: Davis's Drug Guide for Nurses Judith Hopfer Deglin, April
Hazard Vallerand, 2005 New edition of the number one nursing drug guide in the educational
market.



  drug classifications for nurses: Nursing2022 Drug Handbook Lippincott Williams & Wilkins,
2021-03-04 THE #1 Drug Guide for nurses & other clinicians...always dependable, always up to
date! Look for these outstanding features: Completely updated nursing-focused drug monographs
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unlock your one-year, free subscription to DrugGuide.com, Davis's Drug Guide Online, powered by
Unbound Medicine. You'll have access to more than 1,700 monographs from your desktop, laptop, or
any mobile device with a web browser. Search the complete 5,000-drug database and appendices
quickly and efficiently. Build your knowledge with extensively cross-referenced drugs. Keep up to
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letters for life-threatening side effects REMS (Risk Evaluation and Mitigation Strategies) icon
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helps you find information quickly. Consistent format features a drug’s generic name, pronunciation,
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Nursing management priorities follow a nursing process format: assess, diagnose, implement, and
evaluate. Comprehensive index contains generic and trade names, drug classes and combination
products. Critical Thinking fill-in-the-blank card may be used on any drug to prompt students to
think about the drug category, action, patient teaching, and more. Drug interaction information
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100 new drug facts offer the latest information on dosage forms, new brand names,
contraindications, side effects, actions, drug interactions, uses, and nursing management priorities.
NEW! Condensed category cards feature essential information to help you find what you need fast!
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you may reference the most.
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2011-12 Written especially for nurses in all disciplines and health care settings, this second edition
of The Nurses's Role in Medication Safety focuses on the hands-on role nurses play in the delivery of
care and their unique opportunity and responsibility to identify potential medication safety issues.
Reflecting the contributions of several dozen nurses who provided new and updated content, this
book includes strategies, examples, and advice on how to: * Develop effective medication
reconciliation processes * Identify and address causes of medication errors * Encourage the
reporting of medication errors in a safe and just culture * Apply human factors solutions to
medication management issues and the implementation of programs to reduce medication errors *
Use technology (such as smart pumps and computerized provider order entry) to improve
medication safety * Recognize the special issues of medication safety in disciplines such as
obstetrics, pediatrics, geriatrics, and oncology and within program settings beyond large urban
hospitals, including long term care, behavioral health care, critical access hospitals, and ambulatory
care and office-based surgery
  drug classifications for nurses: Mosby's 2020 Nursing Drug Reference E-Book Linda
Skidmore-Roth, 2019-06-12 Put the most trusted name in nursing in your hands. Mosby’s 2020
Nursing Drug Reference is a full-color portable nursing drug handbook that makes it easy to find the
most vital information on the drugs that nurses administer most frequently. More than 5,000 drugs
are profiled in the text and on the free app — including 20-30 new entries for drugs and drug
therapies recently approved by the FDA. Plus, no other drug guide places a higher emphasis on
patient safety, with Black Box Warnings for dangerous adverse reactions, Safety Alerts for situations
requiring special attention, and a focus on both common and life-threatening side effects of 50
common drug classes. This 33rd edition proves once again why Mosby’s is the bestselling drug
reference for nurses on the market! Coverage of more than 5,000 generic and trade-name drugs
provides information for almost every drug a student is likely to encounter in clinicals. Common and
life-threatening side effects are organized by body system, showing signs to watch for during
assessments. IV drug administration coverage in bold highlight dosage and IV administration
instructions, including safety considerations and Y-site, syringe, and additive compatibilities. Safety
Alert icon highlights the most critical drug interactions and side effects. Nursing Process steps are
used as the framework for organizing all nursing care information. Complete pharmacokinetic
information includes the mechanism and absorption of the drug as well as its action, duration, and
excretion. Black Box Warnings provide alerts to FDA warnings of dangerous or life-threatening drug
reactions. Logical, alphabetical organization by generic name provides quick and easy access to
specific drugs, and a full-color design highlights important information. Cross-references indicate
drug information that may be found in the appendices. NEW! 20-30 added monographs provide
up-to-date content on newly released, FDA-approved drugs and drug therapies. NEW! More than 20
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new FDA-approved drugs. Drug monographs are organized alphabetically for quick reference, and
important data on interactions and therapeutic outcomes is also included to help prevent errors. In



all, this full-color reference equips you with all the information you could possibly need to master
safe drug administration in a wide variety of scenarios. Monographs organized alphabetically by
name allow fast retrieval of important information. Comprehensive drug monographs throughout the
text contain: Generic names Rx or OTC designations Pronunciations U.S. and Canadian trade names
Functional and chemical classifications Pregnancy category Controlled-substance schedule
Do-not-confuse drugs Actions Therapeutic outcomes Uses Unlabeled uses Dosages and routes
Available forms Adverse effects Contraindications Precautions Pharmacokinetics and
pharmacodynamics Drug/herb, drug/food, and lab test interactions Nursing considerations
Treatment of overdose Concise, practice-oriented nursing considerations include assessment,
implementation, patient/family education, and evaluation. IV drug information is highlighted in one
easy-to-find place, under the Implementation heading, and includes special considerations, Y-site,
syringe, and additive compatibilities. High alerts drugs are identified by those that pose the greatest
risk for patient harm if administered incorrectly. Canadian brand names are designated by a maple
leaf icon. Nursing alert icons identify considerations that require special attention. Common and
life-threatening side effects are highlighted for easy identification. Do Not Confuse headings help
you avoid administering the wrong drugs. Tall Man lettering is applied to easily confused drug
names, as recommended by the FDA. Therapeutic Outcome headings in monographs encourage
critical thinking and provide a focus for the plan of care. Extensive interactions information
including lab test interferences is included. Flexible, water-resistant cover provides durability in the
clinical setting. Safe Medication Administration Guide in the back of the book includes a nomogram
for calculation of body surface area. Drug Categories section features nursing diagnoses, generic
drugs, and highlighted key drugs in each category. 13 illustrations and an atlas of medication
administration show mechanisms or sites of action for select drug classes. Pharmacokinetics and
pharmacodynamics in chart form offer easy access to information.
  drug classifications for nurses: Study Guide to Accompany Drug Therapy in Nursing
Diane S. Aschenbrenner, Samantha J. Venable, 2005 The perfect companion to Drug Therapy in
Nursing, Second Edition, this invaluable study partner delivers guidance on individual patient
management from a nurse-as-caregiver perspective, helping you build essential knowledge and
develop sound practice skills. Knowledge-building features include Top Ten Things to Know lists, key
terms, multiple-choice questions, case studies, and critical thinking challenges. A Just the Facts
feature helps deepen your understanding of essential drugs, their actions, indications,
contraindications, and cautions. A Patients Please feature helps you put the needs of the patient
first, with facts on core patient variables.
  drug classifications for nurses: Davis's Drug Guide for Rehabilitation Professionals
Charles D. Ciccone, 2013-03-21 A one-of-a-kind guide specifically for rehabilitation specialists! A
leader in pharmacology and rehabilitation, Charles Ciccone, PT, PhD offers a concise, easy-to-access
resource that delivers the drug information rehabilitation specialists need to know. Organized
alphabetically by generic name, over 800 drug monographs offer the most up-to-date information on
drug indications, therapeutic effects, potential adverse reactions, and much more! A list of
implications for physical therapy at the end of each monograph helps you provide the best possible
care for your patients. It’s the perfect companion to Pharmacology in Rehabilitation, 4th Edition!
  drug classifications for nurses: Mosby's 2021 Nursing Drug Reference E-Book Linda
Skidmore-Roth, 2020-02-29 Trusted for over 25 years, this portable, full-color drug reference is easy
to navigate and provides safety features that help you practice knowledgeable, safe medication
dispensing. Content on more than 5,000 generic and brand-name drugs covers almost every drug
you are likely to encounter in clinicals. Side effects information, logically organized by body system
and identified as common or life threatening, shows you the important and intricate signs to watch
for during assessments. This guide also includes complete pharmacokinetic tables that explain the
mechanism and absorption of the drug as well as the action, duration, and excretion of the drug.
Whether you’re in the classroom or in clinicals, Mosby's 2021 Nursing Drug Reference, 34th Edition
is the all-in-one drug reference you need. Content on more than 5,000 generic and brand-name



drugs covers almost every drug you will encounter in clinicals. A Safety Alert feature icon highlights
the most critical interactions and side effects that you must be aware of during clinicals. A Black Box
Warning feature alerts you to FDA warnings of potentially life-threatening reactions. Bold heading
and details on IV drug administration so students can easily find appropriate dosage and IV
instructions to help them administer these drugs safely. Side effects information is logically
organized by body system and identified as common or life threatening, alerting students to the
signs to watch for during assessments. Nursing Process Framework organizes all nursing care steps
so students learn how to easily and completely incorporate the nursing process into their clinical
experiences. Cross-reference headers in the book listings and in the appendicies make it easier to
find the drug content quickly and less likely that students will think a drug is missing if it’s not first
found in the book. Complete pharmacokinetic tables explain the mechanism and absorption of the
drug, as well as the action, duration, and excretion of the drug. NEW! Approximately 25 monographs
on newly released, FDA-approved drugs give you the intricate details you need both in the classroom
and clinicals. Each monograph includes new interactions, precautions, alerts, patient teaching
instructions, and other need-to-know information — so you’ll feel confident in the accuracy of the
information and in preventing medication dispensing errors. NEW! Up-to-date content on drug
therapies provides you with instant access to the latest information.
  drug classifications for nurses: Havard's Nursing Guide to Drugs Adriana Tiziani, 2010 The
information presented in this user friendly guide can be accessed either by therapeutic class or by
system. As with previous editions each drug is independently reviewed. Tiziani from Monash
University.
  drug classifications for nurses: Drug Therapy in Nursing Diane S. Aschenbrenner,
Samantha J. Venable, 2009 This text presents a totally nursing-focused framework for teaching and
learning nursing pharmacology, and places the patient at the center of all drug administration
decisions and considerations. The book presents core drug knowledge using prototypes of different
drug classes and emphasizes core patient variables that influence the patient's response to therapy.
This thoroughly updated Third Edition covers newly approved drugs, has separate chapters on drugs
affecting fungal and viral infections, and includes more pathophysiology information. FDA Black Box
warnings have been added to the discussion of each prototype when applicable, and safety alerts
have been added to emphasize prevention of common medication errors. A companion Website
offers student and instructor ancillaries including NCLEX®-style questions, pathophysiology
animations, medication administration videos, and dosage calculation quizzes.
  drug classifications for nurses: Pharmacology Made Incredibly Easy! Lippincott Williams &
Wilkins, 2016-06-07 Get all the basics on drug therapies—and administer drugs confidently and
accurately—with the newly updated Pharmacology Made Incredibly Easy, 4th Edition. Written in the
enjoyable, award-winning Incredibly Easy style, this easy-to-follow, fully illustrated guide offers
step-by-step direction on the medication process, from assessing patient needs, to planning care, to
implementation and positive outcomes. Strengthen your understanding of your class materials, get
ready for the NCLEX® or certification exam, and administer drug therapies—safely and effectively!
Build a strong platform of pharmacology knowledge and skills with. . . NEW and updated content on
the newest approved medications and dosages and NEW tables listing: NEW vaccines and treatment
for biological weapons exposure NEW treatment and antidotes for chemical weapons exposure NEW
herbal drugs content NEW icons and images that clarify content Revised and updated content on the
concepts of pharmacokinetics, pharmacodynamics, and pharmacotherapeutics Pharmacology basics
– How drugs are derived, developed, classified, and administered; classes of drugs by body system;
their uses and mechanisms “Nurse Joy” and “Nurse Jake” illustrated characters offering tips and
insights throughout Quick-scan format with concise, bulleted content Hundreds of illustrations and
diagrams explaining key concepts and providing clear direction on administering drugs; drug
distribution, absorption, and metabolism; potential drug interactions; adverse reactions; how
different classes of drugs work in different body systems Special chapter features: Just the facts – A
quick summary of chapter content Advice from the experts – Experienced practitioners’ insights



Prototype pro – Actions, indications, and nursing considerations for common prototype drugs
Nursing process – Patient assessment, diagnosis, outcome goals, implementation, and evaluation for
each type and class of drug Pharm function – Illustrating how drugs act in the body; recognizing and
treating adverse reactions Before you give that drug – Warnings to consider before you administer a
drug Education edge – Information to share with your patient Quick quiz – End-of-chapter questions
with answers/explanations, to help you remember the essentials End-of-book multiple-choice Q&A;
Quick Guides to Medication Safety, Ophthalmic and Dermatologic Drugs, and Abbreviations to
Avoid; Glossary of essential pharmacology terms.
  drug classifications for nurses: Mosby's 2019 Nursing Drug Reference E-Book Linda
Skidmore-Roth, 2018-04-11 Put the most trusted name in nursing in your hands. Mosby’s 2019
Nursing Drug Reference is a full-color portable nursing drug handbook that makes it easy to find the
most vital information on the drugs that nurses administer most frequently. More than 5,000 drugs
are profiled in the text and on the free app — including 15 new entries for drugs and drug therapies
recently approved by the FDA. Plus, no other drug guide places a higher emphasis on patient safety,
with Black Box Warnings for dangerous adverse reactions, Safety Alerts for situations requiring
special attention, and a focus on both common and life-threatening side effects of 50 common drug
classes. This 32nd edition proves once again why Mosby’s is the bestselling drug reference for
nurses on the market! Coverage of more than 5,000 generic and trade-name drugs provides
information for almost every drug you’re likely to encounter in clinicals. Black Box Warnings provide
alerts to FDA warnings of dangerous or life-threatening drug reactions. Safety Alert icon highlights
the most critical drug interactions and side effects. Common and life-threatening side effects are
organized by body system, showing signs to watch for during assessments. IV drug administration
coverage in bold highlight dosage and IV administration instructions, including safety considerations
and Y-site, syringe, and additive compatibilities. Alphabetical organization by generic name provides
quick and easy access to specific drugs, and a full-color design highlights important information.
Nursing Process steps are used as the framework for organizing all nursing care information.
Cross-references indicate drug information that may be found in the appendices. Complete
pharmacokinetic information includes the mechanism and absorption of the drug as well as its
action, duration, and excretion. NEW! 15 added monographs provide up-to-date content on newly
released, FDA-approved drugs and drug therapies. NEW! BEERS indications included for selected
monographs. NEW! Drugs with genetic indications identifiable by easy to spot icon.
  drug classifications for nurses: Nursing Pharmacology Paulette D. Rollant, Karen Y. Hill,
2000-10 A revision of the popular Mosby's Rapid Review Series, this book provides essential,
need-to-know material for both course study and NCLEX-RN® test preparation. This series helps
students prepare for both course tests and board exams by including review questions and answers
at the conclusion of every chapter and a comprehensive exam at the end of every book in the series,
all in the standard NCLEX format. A free CD-ROM with 150 NCLEX format questions is packaged
with each title in the series. A Volume in the Rollant Nursing Review Series (Includes FREE
CD-ROM)
  drug classifications for nurses: Crossing the Quality Chasm Institute of Medicine, Committee
on Quality of Health Care in America, 2001-07-19 Second in a series of publications from the
Institute of Medicine's Quality of Health Care in America project Today's health care providers have
more research findings and more technology available to them than ever before. Yet recent reports
have raised serious doubts about the quality of health care in America. Crossing the Quality Chasm
makes an urgent call for fundamental change to close the quality gap. This book recommends a
sweeping redesign of the American health care system and provides overarching principles for
specific direction for policymakers, health care leaders, clinicians, regulators, purchasers, and
others. In this comprehensive volume the committee offers: A set of performance expectations for
the 21st century health care system. A set of 10 new rules to guide patient-clinician relationships. A
suggested organizing framework to better align the incentives inherent in payment and
accountability with improvements in quality. Key steps to promote evidence-based practice and



strengthen clinical information systems. Analyzing health care organizations as complex systems,
Crossing the Quality Chasm also documents the causes of the quality gap, identifies current
practices that impede quality care, and explores how systems approaches can be used to implement
change.
  drug classifications for nurses: Pain Management and the Opioid Epidemic National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Health and Medicine Division, Board on Health
Sciences Policy, Committee on Pain Management and Regulatory Strategies to Address Prescription
Opioid Abuse, 2017-09-28 Drug overdose, driven largely by overdose related to the use of opioids, is
now the leading cause of unintentional injury death in the United States. The ongoing opioid crisis
lies at the intersection of two public health challenges: reducing the burden of suffering from pain
and containing the rising toll of the harms that can arise from the use of opioid medications. Chronic
pain and opioid use disorder both represent complex human conditions affecting millions of
Americans and causing untold disability and loss of function. In the context of the growing opioid
problem, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) launched an Opioids Action Plan in early
2016. As part of this plan, the FDA asked the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine to convene a committee to update the state of the science on pain research, care, and
education and to identify actions the FDA and others can take to respond to the opioid epidemic,
with a particular focus on informing FDA's development of a formal method for incorporating
individual and societal considerations into its risk-benefit framework for opioid approval and
monitoring.
  drug classifications for nurses: Mosby's Canadian Nursing Drug Reference - E-Book Linda
Skidmore-Roth, Faith Richardson, 2020-07-09 The first truly Canadian adaption of the first-name in
drug references! Mosby's Canadian Nursing Drug Reference, 1st Edition makes it easy for you to
find the latest, most vital dosing and administration information on more than 5,000 Health Canada
approved drugs. This portable, full-colour handbook emphasizes patient safety throughout with
special !Warnings for potentially lethal reactions and Alerts for clinical situations requiring special
attention. Designed to help you develop clinical reasoning in practice and think critically in the
classroom, this unique nursing drug reference is perfect for use at home and on the job. The
companion website includes classroom-friendly documents showing how to read drug references,
descriptions of drug family classifications, therapeutic uses, overarching cautions, and more! More
than 5,000 Health Canada approved generic and trade-name drugs are profiled, covering almost
every drug you will administer in practice or in clinicals. Complete pharmacokinetic information
includes the mechanism and absorption of the drug as well as its action, duration, and excretion.
Logical alphabetical organization by generic name provides quick and easy access to specific drugs,
and a full-colour design highlights important information. Nursing Process steps are used as the
framework for organizing all nursing care information. Logical organization of adverse effects
organized by body system, are identified as common or life threatening, and show you signs to watch
for during assessments. Coverage of IV drug administration highlights dosage and IV administration
instructions, including safety considerations and Y-site, syringe, and additive compatibilities.
!Warning feature icon alerts you to important information. Nurse Alert feature icon highlights the
most critical interactions and side-effects that you must be aware of during clinicals. NEW! The
latest Health Canada approved drugs ensures students have access to the most up-to-date
medications. NEW! Health Canada recommended vaccines and immune globulins appear throughout
text for students to easily reference. NEW! SI units included throughout the text for easy reference.
NEW! High-Alert Canadian Medications threaded throughout the text. NEW! and UNIQUE!
Biohazard alerts included to keep you safe when administering medications. NEW! Canadian
Controlled Substances threaded throughout the text. NEW! Seven all-new comprehensive Canadian
Appendices useful in practice and in nursing education. NEW! Fully revised and expanded Evolve
site including a pedagogical-oriented document of how to read and use a medication reference and
the development of clinical reasoning in practice, overviews of drug classifications, case studies of
patient-nurse encounters demonstrating best-practice and accompanying multiple choice review



questions.
  drug classifications for nurses: Nursing Interventions Classification (NIC) Gloria M.
Bulechek, PhD, RN, FAAN, Howard K. Butcher, Joanne M. McCloskey Dochterman, PhD, RN, FAAN,
Cheryl Wagner, 2012-11-01 Covering the full range of nursing interventions, Nursing Interventions
Classification (NIC), 6th Edition provides a research-based clinical tool to help in selecting
appropriate interventions. It standardizes and defines the knowledge base for nursing practice while
effectively communicating the nature of nursing. More than 550 nursing interventions are provided -
including 23 NEW labels. As the only comprehensive taxonomy of nursing-sensitive interventions
available, this book is ideal for practicing nurses, nursing students, nursing administrators, and
faculty seeking to enhance nursing curricula and improve nursing care. More than 550
research-based nursing intervention labels with nearly 13,000 specific activities Definition, list of
activities, publication facts line, and background readings provided for each intervention. NIC
Interventions Linked to 2012-2014 NANDA-I Diagnoses promotes clinical decision-making. New!
Two-color design provides easy readability. 554 research-based nursing intervention labels with
nearly 13,000 specific activities. NEW! 23 additional interventions include: Central Venous Access
Device Management, Commendation, Healing Touch, Dementia Management: Wandering, Life Skills
Enhancement, Diet Staging: Weight Loss Surgery, Stem Cell Infusion and many more. NEW! 133
revised interventions are provided for 49 specialties, including five new specialty core interventions.
NEW! Updated list of estimated time and educational level has been expanded to cover every
intervention included in the text.
  drug classifications for nurses: Saunders Nursing Drug Handbook 2021 E-Book Robert
Kizior, Keith Hodgson, 2020-03-01 The go-to guide for students and nurses alike to promote better
patient care! Saunders Nursing Drug Handbook 2021 provides you with essential information on
more than 1,000 generic and 4,000 trade name drugs. This handy, user-friendly guide features
updated Black Box Alerts and comprehensive coverage of IV drug administration, side effects and
adverse reactions, fixed combinations, and nursing considerations. It uniquely guides you through
clinical priorities in the practice setting and is organized alphabetically by generic drug name for
quick reference. New drug monographs cover 17 new FDA-approved drugs! - Over 1,000 generic
name drugs, encompassing over 4,000 trade name drugs, are organized alphabetically with A-to-Z
tabs for quick and easy access. - Detailed information for each drug distinguishes side effects and
adverse reactions to help you identify which are most likely to occur. - Highlighting of high-alert
drugs helps promote safe administration of drugs that pose the greatest risk for patient harm; an
appendix includes drug names that sound alike or look alike. - UNIQUE! Herbal information is
included in the appendix and on the Evolve companion website, covering the interactions and effects
of commonly encountered herbs. - Classifications section features an overview of actions and uses
for drug families. - Top 100 Drugs list helps you easily identify the most frequently administered
drugs. - Nursing considerations are organized in a functional nursing process framework and include
headings for baseline assessment, intervention/evaluation, and patient/family teaching. - Information
on lifespan and disorder-related dosage variations equips you with special considerations for
pediatric, geriatric, hepatic, and immune- or renal-compromised patients. - Extensive IV content
features IV compatibilities/IV incompatibilities and breaks down key information with headings on
reconstitution, rate of administration, and storage. - Fixed combinations are included in dosages of
each combined drug directly within the individual monographs, to help you understand different
drug dose options for specific diseases. - Cross-references to the 400 top U.S. brand-name drugs are
located throughout the book for easy access. - Customizable and printable monographs for 100 of
the most commonly used drugs are located on Evolve, along with quarterly drug updates. -
Therapeutic and toxic blood level information promotes safe drug administration. - Comprehensive
IV Compatibility Chart foldout arms you with compatibility information for 65 intravenous drugs. -
List of newly approved drugs in the front of the book makes it easy to locate the latest drugs. -
Callouts in a sample drug monograph highlight key features to help you understand how to use the
book more efficiently. - NEW! Drug monographs for 17 new FDA-approved drugs equip you with the



most current drug information. - NEW! Updated monographs include new interactions, precautions,
alerts, patient teaching instructions, and other need-to-know information to help prevent medication
dispensing errors.
  drug classifications for nurses: Pharmacological Classification of Drugs KD Tripathi,
2008-05-30
  drug classifications for nurses: Illustrated Pharmacology for Nurses Terje Simonsen, Jarle
Aarbakke, Ian Kay, 2006-01-27 Drug therapy is an increasingly important element in the treatment
of patients, and understanding how a drug works is essential for all nurses. Illustrated Pharmacology
for Nurses is a fully comprehensive and beautifully illustrated textbook covering both the basic
principles and the clinical aspects of pharmacology. The book provides clear and simple explanations
of the way drugs act, looking at their effects and their use in a range of situations. Combining the
basic and clinical aspects of pharmacology in one concise volume, it is an invaluable learning tool for
nursing, biomedical and clinical science students.
  drug classifications for nurses: NCLEX-RN Drug Guide: 300 Medications You Need to
Know for the Exam Kaplan Nursing, 2015-08-04 The most streamlined, portable, and easy-to-use
drug guide to help you pass the NCLEX-RN! This pocket-sized review for prospective nurses gives
you the focused, key information you need to know about medications commonly seen on the test.
Kaplan's NCLEX-RN Drug Guide includes: Generic names, brand names, phonetic pronunciations,
and drug families for 300 frequently tested medications Concise nursing considerations and
must-know side effects for each medication NEW! Expert guidance for studying drugs effectively
Pregnancy risk category and controlled substance schedule for every drug Common medical
abbreviations you'll use on the job Abbreviations to avoid when recording medication orders Terms
are grouped by medication category, and each page features two terms with the complete
explanations. With Kaplan's NCLEX-RN Drug Guide, you know you are getting the most up-to-date,
expert information available to prepare for the exam!
  drug classifications for nurses: Nursing Spectrum Drug Handbook 2008 Patricia Schull,
2007-06-29 An Ultra-Convenient, Safety-Focused Drug Guide Written for RNs by RNs Nursing
Spectrum Drug Handbook delivers instant access to concise, need-to-know information on more than
3,000 brand-name and 1,000 generic drugs. Carefully updated and based on feedback from nurses
worldwide, the Handbook is an essential tool in ensuring the safest, most effective drug
administration possible. Features Organized alphabetically by generic name Covers each drug's
mechanism of action, indication, dosage, contraindications, and more Up-to-date overview of
ophthalmic drugs, drug classes, vitamins, minerals, herbs and supplements Color-coded “clinical
alert” icons throughout Full-color patient safety and drug identification inserts Useful photo gallery
of common tablets and capsules NEW treatment algorithms Vital coverage of life-threatening
adverse reactions Valuable appendices Ribbon bookmark to keep your place Off-label uses for many
drugs PDA download of the ENTIRE text Online companion site (www.nursedrughandbook.com) with
drug updates, downloadable patient education information, and more
  drug classifications for nurses: 2021 Lippincott Pocket Drug Guide for Nurses Rebecca
Tucker, 2021-09-06 he 2021 Lippincott Pocket Drug Guide for Nurses provides current, vital drug
information in a nutshell. This handy pocket guide by Rebecca Tucker gives essential information on
over 4,200 medications, including 38 generic drugs newly approved by the FDA, in an easy-access
A-to-Z format. The drug monographs include generic and trade names, drug classes, pregnancy risk
category and controlled substance schedule, black box warnings, indications & dosages, dose
adjustments, adverse effects, drug interactions, nursing considerations, and patient teaching. A
special section following the A-to-Z drugs provides essential Patient Safety information. Appendices
cover topical and ophthalmic medications, laxatives, combination products, contraceptives,
biological agents (vaccines), and more.
  drug classifications for nurses: Mosby's 2023 Nursing Drug Reference - E-Book Linda
Skidmore-Roth, 2022-04-22 Choose the drug handbook trusted by nurses for more than 35 years!
Mosby's 2023 Nursing Drug Reference makes it easy to find the most vital information on the drugs



you administer most frequently. More than 5,000 drugs are profiled — including 35 new entries for
drugs recently approved by the FDA. And no other drug guide places a higher emphasis on patient
safety, with Black Box Warnings for dangerous adverse reactions, Safety Alerts for situations
requiring special attention, and a focus on both common and life-threatening side effects. From
nursing pharmacology expert Linda Skidmore-Roth, this perennial bestseller proves there is a
difference in drug guides. More than 5,000 generic and trade-name drugs are profiled, covering
almost every drug you will administer in practice or in clinicals. Safety Alert icon highlights the most
critical drug interactions and side effects. Black Box Warnings provide alerts to FDA warnings of
dangerous or life-threatening drug reactions. Nursing Process steps are used as the framework for
organizing all nursing care information. Coverage of IV drug administration highlights dosage and IV
administration instructions, including safety considerations and Y-site, syringe, and additive
compatibilities. Side effects information is organized by body system and identified as common or
life threatening, showing signs to watch for during assessments. Alphabetical organization by
generic name provides quick and easy access to specific drugs, and a full-color design highlights
important information. Complete pharmacokinetic information includes the mechanism and
absorption of the drug as well as its action, duration, and excretion. Overview of drug categories
explains the safe administration of common classes of drugs, as well as their common side effects
and interactions. Flexible, water-resistant cover provides durability in the clinical setting. NEW!
Drug monographs for 35 new FDA-approved medications equip you with the latest drug information
including generic names, trade names, pronunciations, do-not-confuse drugs, action, uses,
contraindications, precautions, dosages and routes, side effects, pharmacokinetics, interactions
(including drug/herb, drug/food and drug/lab test), nursing considerations, treatment of overdose,
patient/family teaching, and more. NEW! Updates on drug therapies provide the most current
information.
  drug classifications for nurses: 2021 Nurse's Drug Handbook Jones & Bartlett Learning,,
2020-11-18 Jones & Bartlett Learning 2021 Nurse’s Drug Handbook is the most up-to-date, practical,
and easy-to-use nursing drug reference. Updated annually, it provides accurate and timely facts on
hundreds of drugs from A-Z. Written in a no-nonsense style that speaks your language in terms you
use every day, it offers concise and consistently formatted drug entries organized alphabetically.
  drug classifications for nurses: Mosby's 2022 Nursing Drug Reference - E-Book Linda
Skidmore-Roth, 2021-04-02 Trusted for over 30 years, this portable, full-color drug reference is easy
to navigate and provides safety features that help you practice knowledgeable, safe medication
dispensing. Content on more than 5,000 generic and brand-name drugs covers almost every drug
you are likely to encounter in clinicals. Side effects information, logically organized by body system
and identified as common or life threatening, shows you the important and intricate signs to watch
for during assessments. This guide also includes complete pharmacokinetic tables that explain the
mechanism and absorption of the drug as well as the action, duration, and excretion of the drug.
Whether you’re in the classroom or in clinicals, Mosby's 2022 Nursing Drug Reference, 35th Edition
is the all-in-one drug reference you need. Content on more than 5,000 generic and brand-name
drugs covers almost every drug you will encounter in clinicals. Safety Alert feature icon highlights
the most critical interactions and side effects that you must be aware of during clinicals. Black Box
Warning feature alerts you to FDA warnings of potentially life-threatening reactions. Bold heading
and details on IV drug administration so students can easily find appropriate dosage and IV
instructions to help them administer these drugs safely. Side effects information is logically
organized by body system and identified as common or life threatening, alerting students to the
signs to watch for during assessments. Nursing Process Framework organizes all nursing care steps
so students learn how to easily and completely incorporate the nursing process into their clinical
experiences. Cross-reference headers in the book listings and in the appendicies make it easier to
find the drug content quickly and less likely that students will think a drug is missing if it’s not first
found in the book. Complete pharmacokinetic tables explain the mechanism and absorption of the
drug, as well as the action, duration, and excretion of the drug. NEW! Approximately 20 monographs



on newly released, FDA-approved drugs give you the intricate details you need both in the classroom
and clinicals. Each monograph includes new interactions, precautions, alerts, patient teaching
instructions, and other need-to-know information — so you’ll feel confident in the accuracy of the
information and in preventing medication dispensing errors. NEW! Up-to-date content on drug
therapies provides you with instant access to the latest information.
  drug classifications for nurses: Study Guide for Pharmacology for Nursing Care -
E-Book Jacqueline Burchum, Laura Rosenthal, Jennifer J. Yeager, 2015-02-10 Complex
pharmacologic information is simple to learn with this complete study resource! Designed to
accompany Lehne’s Pharmacology for Nursing Care, 9th Edition, this robust workbook features
critical thinking study questions, case studies, and patient teaching scenarios that help you connect
pharmacology concepts with their impact on patient care. Plus, an emphasis on priority nursing care
with NCLEX examination-style review questions prepares you for success on the exam. NCLEX
Examination-style questions are included in each chapter. NEW! NCLEX-style alternate format
questions including prioritization questions, bolster your readiness for the NCLEX Exam while
supporting review of core pharmacology content NEW! Increased emphasis on patient safety
features questions on safe patient care that challenge you to select appropriate actions to prevent or
remediate medication errors. NEW! Detailed rationales for all prioritization questions are included
in the answer key and encompass explanations for both correct and incorrect responses.
  drug classifications for nurses: Pharmacology for Nurses Padmaja Udaykumar, 2012-08-31
  drug classifications for nurses: Nursing Pharmacology , 2020
  drug classifications for nurses: Mosby's Canadian Nursing Drug Reference Linda
Skidmore-Roth, Faith Richardson, 2019-12-06 The first truly Canadian adaption of the first-name in
drug references! Mosby's Canadian Nursing Drug Reference, 1st Edition makes it easy for you to
find the latest, most vital dosing and administration information on more than 5,000 Health Canada
approved drugs. This portable, full-colour handbook emphasizes patient safety throughout with
special !Warnings for potentially lethal reactions and Alerts for clinical situations requiring special
attention. Designed to help you develop clinical reasoning in practice and think critically in the
classroom, this unique nursing drug reference is perfect for use at home and on the job. The
companion website includes classroom-friendly documents showing how to read drug references,
descriptions of drug family classifications, therapeutic uses, overarching cautions, and more! More
than 5,000 Health Canada approved generic and trade-name drugs are profiled, covering almost
every drug you will administer in practice or in clinicals. Complete pharmacokinetic information
includes the mechanism and absorption of the drug as well as its action, duration, and excretion.
Logical alphabetical organization by generic name provides quick and easy access to specific drugs,
and a full-colour design highlights important information. Nursing Process steps are used as the
framework for organizing all nursing care information. Logical organization of adverse effects
organized by body system, are identified as common or life threatening, and show you signs to watch
for during assessments. Coverage of IV drug administration highlights dosage and IV administration
instructions, including safety considerations and Y-site, syringe, and additive compatibilities.
!Warning feature icon alerts you to important information. Nurse Alert feature icon highlights the
most critical interactions and side-effects that you must be aware of during clinicals. NEW! The
latest Health Canada approved drugs ensures students have access to the most up-to-date
medications. NEW! Health Canada recommended vaccines and immune globulins appear throughout
text for students to easily reference. NEW! SI units included throughout the text for easy reference.
NEW! High-Alert Canadian Medications threaded throughout the text. NEW! and UNIQUE!
Biohazard alerts included to keep you safe when administering medications. NEW! Canadian
Controlled Substances threaded throughout the text. NEW! Seven all-new comprehensive Canadian
Appendices useful in practice and in nursing education. NEW! Fully revised and expanded Evolve
site including a pedagogical-oriented document of how to read and use a medication reference and
the development of clinical reasoning in practice, overviews of drug classifications, case studies of
patient-nurse encounters demonstrating best-practice and accompanying multiple choice review



questions.
  drug classifications for nurses: 2020 Lippincott Pocket Drug Guide for Nurses Amy M. Karch,
2019-09-09 The 2020 Lippincott Pocket Drug Guide for Nurses provides current, vital drug
information “in a nutshell.” Based on the popular Lippincott’s Nursing Drug Guide by Amy Karch,
this handy pocket guide by the same author gives essential information on over 4,100 medications,
including 48 generic drugs newly approved by the FDA, in an easy-access A-to-Z format. The “mini”
drug monographs include generic and trade names, drug classes, pregnancy risk category and
controlled substance schedule, “black box” warnings, indications & dosages, dose adjustments,
adverse effects, drug interactions, nursing considerations, and patient teaching. A special section
following the A-to-Z drugs provides essential Patient Safety information. Appendices cover topical
and ophthalmic medications, laxatives, combination products, contraceptives, biological agents
(vaccines), and more.
  drug classifications for nurses: Pearson Nurse's Drug Guide 2011 Billie Ann Wilson,
Margaret T. Shannon, Kelly M. Shields, 2010 With over 310 updates, the new 2011 edition of the
PEARSON NURSE'S DRUG GUIDE providessafe, effective, current, and accurate drug information in
a quickly accessible format. Comprehensive and complete, all drugs are listed alphabetically by
generic names for quick referral, with an index that includes both generic and trade names.
Included are important clinical information for hundreds of drugs including adverse reactions,
interactions, and side effects. FInd out why this is the only drug guide nurses need: ONLY handbook
to identify prototype drugs! Dosages for neonates, infants, adolescents, adults, and patients with
obesity and renal or hepatic impairment Clearly identified IV preparation and push, continuous, or
intermittent administration information ONLY drug guide to include a glossary of key signs and
symptoms for which nurses should monitor during assessment for side effects, interactions, and
impact on lab results. The Pearson Nurse's Drug Guide 2011 also comes with an online companion
version designed to assist nurses in providing drug information and nursing implications for patients
in hospitals, clinics, and all community settings. The online version provides access to many more
resources: All monographs from the book, including prototypes and newly approved drugs Printing
capability for use in patient teaching or for quick reference Calculators to help nurses do
conversions or calculate dosages and IV drip rates Audio pronunciation of prototype drug names A
link to download trial versions of this drug guide and other references for mobile devices Access to
drug updates, links to drug-related sites, drug-related tools Medication administration techniques
Drug classifications Principles of pharmacology Common herbal remedies List of look-alike,
sound-alike drugs
  drug classifications for nurses: Lippincott Nursing Drug Guide Amy Karch, 2015-02-02 A
comprehensive, up-to-date drug guide for nursing students and practicing nurses, Lippincott
Nursing Drug Guide provides quick A-to-Z access to current, vital drug information. The book
provides complete monographs for 725 common drugs, including generic and trade names,
pronunciations, pregnancy risk category, controlled substance schedule (if appropriate), drug
classes, therapeutic actions, indications, contraindications and cautions, available forms, dosages,
pharmacokinetics, IV facts (if appropriate), adverse effects, interactions, and nursing considerations
organized by nursing process steps (assessment, interventions, and teaching points). More than 20
appendices cover a wealth of additional information, from key facts on more than 200 less commonly
used drugs to alternative and complementary therapies, pediatric dosages, federal drug
classifications, normal lab values, topical and ophthalmic drugs, combination products, CYP450
metabolized drugs, and more. The book also includes a 32-page full-color photoguide to pills and
capsules and a detailed index for quick retrieval of needed information. The electronic ancillary
contains the latest FDA updates on new drugs, indications, and warnings; videos on safe drug
administration; updated NCLEX-style questions; and more.
  drug classifications for nurses: Oxford Handbook of Prescribing for Nurses and Allied
Health Professionals Sue Beckwith, Penny Franklin, 2011-05-12 This new edition is fully revised to
provide concise, practical, and expert advice for the non-medical prescriber. Intended for all levels,



it covers basic pharmacology, legal parameters, safe and effective prescribing and common
conditions. Written by experienced nurse prescribers, it contains a wealth of guidance and
information.
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