ethiopian orthodox church calendar

ethiopian orthodox church calendar is a unique and centuries-old system
deeply rooted in the spiritual, cultural, and daily life of Ethiopia. This
calendar shapes religious observances, national holidays, and seasonal
festivals, setting it apart from the Western Gregorian calendar.
Understanding the Ethiopian Orthodox Church calendar reveals how tradition,
faith, and timekeeping intertwine to guide millions of believers through the
rhythm of the year. This comprehensive article explores the origins,
structure, key holidays, and spiritual significance of the Ethiopian
calendar, while highlighting how it influences worship, fasting, and
community gatherings. Readers will discover the differences between the
Ethiopian and Gregorian calendars, how major feasts are celebrated, and the
calendar’s impact on Ethiopian society. Whether you are a student of
religion, a traveler, or simply curious about Ethiopia’s rich heritage, this
article provides the essential knowledge needed to appreciate the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church calendar.
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Structure and Features of the Ethiopian Calendar
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Origins and History of the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church Calendar

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church calendar has its roots in ancient Christian
traditions and the history of Ethiopia itself. Its development is closely
linked to the introduction of Christianity in Ethiopia in the 4th century,
making it one of the oldest Christian calendars still in use. The calendar is
derived from the ancient Coptic calendar, which itself traces influences from
the Egyptian and Julian systems. Ethiopian scholars adapted the calendar to
suit the local context, incorporating elements from biblical accounts and
significant events in the history of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church.



Historical Development and Religious Significance

Throughout centuries, the Ethiopian Orthodox calendar has played a central
role in shaping the religious life of Ethiopians. It not only marks the
passage of time but also designates periods for worship, fasting, and feast
days. The calendar’s structure reflects theological beliefs, with special
attention to events in the life of Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary, and
Ethiopian saints. Its enduring presence underscores the importance of
tradition and continuity in Ethiopian religious practice.

Structure and Features of the Ethiopian
Calendar

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church calendar consists of 13 months, a unique
feature that distinguishes it from most other calendars worldwide. The first
12 months each have 30 days, while the 13th month, called Pagumé, contains 5
or 6 days depending on whether it is a leap year. The calendar year begins in
September, aligning with the harvest season and the Ethiopian New Year
celebrations.

Months and Leap Year System

e Meskerem (September)
e Tekemt (October)

e Hidar (November)

» Tahsas (December)
e Ter (January)

e Yekatit (February)
e Megabit (March)

e Miazia (April)

e Ginbot (May)

e Sene (June)

e Hamle (July)

e Nehasse (August)



e Pagumé (5 or 6 days)

The leap year system of the Ethiopian calendar is based on a four-year cycle,
with an extra day added to Pagumé every four years. This system ensures close
alignment with the solar year, maintaining accuracy for agricultural,
religious, and social activities.

Calculation of Dates and Church Services

Dates for religious observances are calculated using a combination of lunar
and solar cycles, biblical chronology, and traditional Ethiopian customs.
Church leaders and scholars use complex algorithms to determine the timing of
movable feasts, such as Easter (Fasika), ensuring consistency across
generations.

Major Religious Holidays and Festivals

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church calendar is rich with holidays and festivals
that commemorate key events in Christian theology and Ethiopian history.
These celebrations are marked by special church services, communal
gatherings, music, and traditional foods.

Key Holidays in the Ethiopian Orthodox Calendar

1. Enkutatash (Ethiopian New Year) - Meskerem 1

2. Meskel (Finding of the True Cross) - Meskerem 17
3. Genna (Ethiopian Christmas) - Tahsas 29

4. Timket (Epiphany) - Tir 11

5. Fasika (Easter) - Movable feast in April

6. Ledet (Birth of the Virgin Mary) - Ginbot 1

7. Kidus Yohannes (Saint John’s Day) - Meskerem 30

Each holiday has its own rituals, prayers, and cultural significance. For
example, Meskel is celebrated with large bonfires called Demera, symbolizing
the discovery of the True Cross. Timket features processions and blessings of



water, commemorating the baptism of Jesus Christ.

Fasting Periods and Observances

Fasting is a central aspect of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church calendar, with
multiple periods dedicated to spiritual reflection, repentance, and
preparation for major feasts. Fasting rules are observed by millions of
Ethiopian Orthodox Christians and are integral to religious identity.

Main Fasting Periods

e Great Lent (Hudade)

e Fast of Nineveh (Tsome Nineveh)
e Advent Fast (Tsome Gena)

e Assumption Fast (Tsome Filseta)

e Wednesdays and Fridays (weekly fasts)

During these periods, believers abstain from animal products and often follow
a vegan diet. Fasting is accompanied by increased prayer, church attendance,
and charitable acts. The rhythm of fasting and feasting creates a spiritual
structure throughout the year.

The Calendar’s Influence on Ethiopian Society

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church calendar is more than a religious tool; it
shapes social norms, agricultural cycles, and public celebrations. Many
national holidays are aligned with church festivals, and the calendar is used
for planning weddings, baptisms, and other life events. Schools, businesses,
and government offices often adjust schedules to accommodate religious
observances, reflecting the calendar’s deep integration into everyday life.

Cultural Impact and Community Life

Community gatherings during major festivals foster unity and a shared sense
of identity. Traditional music, dance, and cuisine are showcased, connecting
generations and preserving Ethiopia’s rich cultural heritage. The calendar
also serves as a reference for historical events, folklore, and oral



traditions passed down through families.

Differences Between Ethiopian and Gregorian
Calendars

One of the most notable distinctions is that the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
calendar is approximately seven to eight years behind the Gregorian calendar.
This discrepancy is due to differences in calculating the year of Christ’s
birth and adjustments made in the Western calendar over time.

Key Differences

e Thirteen months in the Ethiopian calendar versus twelve in the Gregorian
calendar

e New Year falls in September for Ethiopians, January for the Gregorian
system

e Major Christian holidays are celebrated on different dates
e Leap year calculation methods differ

e Official timekeeping in Ethiopia uses both calendars in parallel

Understanding these differences is essential for travelers, business
professionals, and anyone engaging with Ethiopian culture. It also highlights
Ethiopia’'s unique approach to preserving ancient traditions in a modern
world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Why does the Ethiopian Orthodox Church calendar
have thirteen months?

A: The Ethiopian Orthodox Church calendar has thirteen months because the
first twelve months each have 30 days, while the thirteenth month, Pagumé,
contains five or six days depending on whether it is a leap year. This
structure closely follows the ancient Coptic and Egyptian calendars.



Q: How is Easter (Fasika) calculated in the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church calendar?

A: Easter, known as Fasika, is determined using a combination of lunar and
solar cycles, biblical chronology, and traditional algorithms. It usually
falls after the Jewish Passover, in the spring, but the exact date varies
each year.

Q: What are the most important holidays in the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church calendar?

A: Major holidays include Enkutatash (New Year), Meskel (Finding of the True
Cross), Genna (Christmas), Timket (Epiphany), and Fasika (Easter). Each is
celebrated with unique rituals and community events.

Q: Why is the Ethiopian calendar seven to eight
years behind the Gregorian calendar?

A: The Ethiopian calendar’s difference is due to alternative calculations of
the year of Christ’s birth, as well as variations in calendar reforms and
adjustments made in Western timekeeping.

Q: What role does fasting play in the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church calendar?

A: Fasting is a major spiritual practice, with several periods throughout the
year including Great Lent, Advent, and weekly fasts. Believers abstain from
animal products, increase prayer, and engage in acts of charity.

Q: How do Ethiopians observe Meskel?

A: Meskel is celebrated with the Demera bonfire, processions, and prayers
commemorating the finding of the True Cross. It is one of the largest and
most colorful festivals in Ethiopia.

Q: Are both the Ethiopian and Gregorian calendars
used in Ethiopia?

A: Yes, Ethiopia officially uses both calendars. The Ethiopian calendar 1is
used for religious and cultural purposes, while the Gregorian calendar 1is
used for international business and government affairs.



Q: When does the Ethiopian New Year start?

A: The Ethiopian New Year, Enkutatash, starts on Meskerem 1, which usually
falls on September 11th (or 12th in a leap year) according to the Gregorian
calendar.

Q: What is Pagume in the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
calendar?

A: Pagumé is the thirteenth month of the Ethiopian calendar, comprised of
five days in a regular year and six days in a leap year. It completes the
solar cycle for the Ethiopian year.

Q: How does the Ethiopian Orthodox Church calendar
influence daily life?

A: The calendar shapes religious worship, public holidays, agricultural
cycles, and social events. It serves as a guide for community life,
education, and cultural celebrations throughout Ethiopia.

Ethiopian Orthodox Church Calendar
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The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church Calendar: A
Comprehensive Guide

The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, with its rich history and unique traditions, follows a
calendar unlike any other. Understanding its complexities can unlock a deeper appreciation for its
liturgical life and cultural significance. This comprehensive guide will unravel the mysteries of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church calendar, explaining its intricacies, its differences from the Gregorian
calendar, and how it shapes the lives of its devout followers. We'll delve into its unique features,
including its different reckoning of years and the importance of its festivals and fasts. Get ready to
embark on a journey through time and faith!
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H2: Understanding the Ethiopian Calendar: A Different
Reckoning of Time

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church calendar, also known as the Ge'ez calendar, is a lunisolar calendar,
meaning it's based on both the cycles of the moon and the sun. Unlike the Gregorian calendar, which
is widely used internationally, the Ethiopian calendar is seven to eight years behind. This difference
stems from its different starting point for the Anno Domini (AD) era. The Ethiopian calendar begins
its computation of years from the alleged year of the Annunciation (when the Angel Gabriel
announced to Mary that she would conceive Jesus). This means that the year 2024 in the Gregorian
calendar corresponds to the year 2016 in the Ethiopian calendar. This seven-to-eight-year difference
is crucial to remember when comparing dates.

H2: Key Differences Between the Ethiopian and Gregorian
Calendars

Several key distinctions set the Ethiopian calendar apart:

Year Count: As mentioned, the year count is different, consistently lagging behind the Gregorian
calendar.

Months: The Ethiopian calendar consists of 12 months, each with 30 days, followed by an additional
five or six days (depending on whether it's a leap year) as an intercalary period.

Leap Years: Leap years occur every four years, similar to the Gregorian calendar, but follow a
slightly different calculation.

Weekdays: The weekdays start on Sunday, as opposed to Monday in the Gregorian calendar.
Holidays: The Ethiopian calendar is densely packed with religious holidays and fasts, significantly
influencing the daily lives of its adherents.

H3: The Importance of Festivals and Fasts

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church calendar is profoundly shaped by its liturgical year. Numerous
significant festivals and fasts are observed throughout the year, many deeply rooted in biblical
events and the lives of saints. These observances dictate prayer schedules, dietary restrictions, and
community gatherings, providing a rich tapestry of religious practice.

H4: Major Festivals

Some of the most important festivals include:

Ganna: Ethiopian Christmas, celebrated on January 7th (Gregorian calendar).



Timkat (Epiphany): Celebrates the baptism of Jesus, observed on January 19th (Gregorian calendar).
Meskel: Celebrates the finding of the True Cross, a vibrant and significant festival.

Easter (Fasika): Celebrated according to the Julian calendar, often differing from the Western
Christian Easter date.

H2: Accessing the Ethiopian Orthodox Church Calendar

Finding a reliable and up-to-date Ethiopian Orthodox Church calendar can be challenging. While
some websites and apps offer calendars, it’s crucial to verify their accuracy against established
church sources. Many local Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo churches will also have printed calendars
available for their congregation.

H2: The Cultural Significance of the Calendar

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church calendar is not merely a system for tracking time; it's deeply
interwoven with Ethiopian culture and identity. It influences social gatherings, agricultural
practices, and family traditions. Understanding the calendar provides insights into the cultural
rhythms of Ethiopian society and the profound role of faith in shaping its daily life.

H2: Navigating the Differences: Tips for Understanding and
Using the Calendar

To successfully navigate the Ethiopian calendar, remember these points:

Always specify which calendar you're referring to: When discussing dates, clarify whether you are
using the Gregorian or Ethiopian calendar to prevent confusion.

Use reliable resources: Consult authoritative sources like church websites or community calendars
for accurate dates.

Embrace the difference: The unique characteristics of the Ethiopian calendar offer a window into a
rich and ancient culture, and learning to understand it is rewarding.

Conclusion

The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church calendar is far more than a simple system for organizing
time; it's a vibrant testament to the faith and culture of the Ethiopian people. Understanding its
intricacies—from its unique year count and month structure to the significance of its festivals and



fasts—opens a doorway to appreciating the profound connection between faith, culture, and the
rhythm of life within the Ethiopian Orthodox community.

FAQs

1. Where can I find a digital Ethiopian Orthodox Church calendar? Several websites and mobile apps
offer Ethiopian Orthodox calendars, but it's vital to verify their accuracy with a trusted source, such
as your local church.

2. How does the Ethiopian Easter date differ from the Western Easter date? Ethiopian Easter follows
the Julian calendar, often resulting in a different date compared to the Western Easter date, which is
calculated according to the Gregorian calendar.

3. Why is the Ethiopian calendar seven to eight years behind the Gregorian calendar? This difference
arises from the different starting point for the Anno Domini (AD) era. The Ethiopian calendar begins
its year count from a different historical event.

4. Are there any significant differences in the liturgical practices during the fasts and festivals? Yes,
the liturgical practices, including prayers, dietary restrictions, and community gatherings, are
unique and deeply embedded in the traditions of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church during
these periods.

5. What is the significance of the intercalary days in the Ethiopian calendar? These extra days (five
or six, depending on whether it’s a leap year), following the twelve months of 30 days each, are part
of the lunisolar calendar system and help synchronize the lunar and solar cycles.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Encyclopedia of Time H. James Birx, 2009-01-13
Surveying the major facts, concepts, theories, and speculations that infuse our present
comprehension of time, the Encyclopedia of Time: Science, Philosophy, Theology, and Culture
explores the contributions of scientists, philosophers, theologians, and creative artists from ancient
times to the present. By drawing together into one collection ideas from scholars around the globe
and in a wide range of disciplines, this Encyclopedia will provide readers with a greater
understanding of and appreciation for the elusive phenomenon experienced as time. Features -
Surveys historical thought about time, including those that emerged in ancient Greece, early
Christianity, the Italian Renaissance, the Age of Enlightenment, and other periods+ Covers the
original and lasting insights of evolutionary biologist Charles Darwin, physicist Albert Einstein,
philosopher Alfred North Whitehead, and theologian Pierre Teilhard de Chardin + Discusses the
significance of time in the writings of Isaac Asimov, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Fyodor M. Dostoevsky,
Francesco Petrarch, and numerous other authors+ Includes the contributions of naturalists,
philosophers, physicists, theologians, astronomers, anthropologists, geologists, paleontologists, and
psychologists+ Includes artists+ portrayals of the fluidity of time, including painter Salvador Dali+s
The Persistence of Memory and The Discovery of America by Christopher Columbus, and writers
Gustave Flaubert+s The Temptation of Saint Anthony and Henryk Sienkiewicz+s Quo Vadis+
Provides a truly interdisciplinary approach, with discussions of Aztec, Buddhist, Christian, Egyptian,
Ethiopian, Islamic, Hindu, Navajo, and many other cultures+ conceptions of time

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Wolaitta Evangelists E. Paul Balisky, 2009-09-01 This



study presents the religious dynamics of the Wolaitta Kale Heywet Church in southern Ethiopia from
1937 to 1975. On the basis of detailed research from within southern Ethiopia, E. Paul Balisky
demonstrates that the indigenous extension of the Wolaitta Christian movement into southern
Ethiopia, through the instrumentality of her evangelists, helped Wolaitta regain her own religious
center and subsequent identity after centuries of various forms of colonialism and imperialism.
Wolaitta Evangelists broadens one's understanding of how an imported model of Christianity
provided religious answers to the ideals of a particular Ethiopian society and continues to motivate
her members to evangelize. The evangelists who went to people of similar culture and worldview
were successful in effecting social change. To ethnic groups who had moved beyond their former
primal religions, and to those of disparate culture, the evangelists were those who scattered the
seed and impacted the religious, social, economic, and political life of southern Ethiopia. Wolaitta
Evangelists tells the story of how missionary activity played a role in Wolaitta once again becoming a
people.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Nelson's Dictionary of Christianity Thomas Nelson,
2001-03-21 This dictionary provides definitions for over 7,000 terms and names in the history of
Christianity. The topics range from the foundational theological developments of the early church to
the divisions of the Protestant Reformation to the missionary enterprises of the last two centuries.
Nelson's Dictionary of Christianity is an essential resource for anyone who wants to know more
about how Christians have lived, built the church, and worked to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ
around the world.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Land Of Ethiopia Marcus Blackwell, 2024-10-14 Land
of Ethiopia unveils the enigmatic history and vibrant culture of one of Africa's most intriguing
nations. This comprehensive exploration delves into Ethiopia's ancient civilizations, its unique status
as an uncolonized African country, and its role in modern global affairs. From the legendary
kingdom of Aksum to the reign of Emperor Haile Selassie, the book traces Ethiopia's remarkable
journey through time, highlighting its diverse ethnic groups and languages. The author argues that
Ethiopia's distinctive historical trajectory has profoundly shaped its national identity and
international relations. By resisting colonization and embracing Christianity early on, Ethiopia
forged a path unlike any other African nation. The book's balanced approach acknowledges both
Ethiopia's triumphs and ongoing challenges, offering readers a nuanced understanding of its
complex society. Divided into three sections, Land of Ethiopia begins with an introduction to the
country's geography and culture, progresses through its rich history, and concludes with an
examination of modern Ethiopia's struggles and achievements. Drawing on ancient manuscripts, oral
histories, and contemporary records, the book presents a scholarly yet accessible narrative that will
engage both academics and general readers interested in African history, world cultures, and travel.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: ,

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Religious Celebrations [2 volumes] Bloomsbury
Publishing, 2011-09-13 This two-volume work presents a comprehensive survey of all the ways
people celebrate religious life around the globe. Religious Celebrations is an alphabetically
organized encyclopedia that covers more than 800 celebratory occasions from all of the world's
major religious communities as well as many of the minor faith traditions. The encyclopedia provides
a complete reference tool for examining the myriad ways people worldwide celebrate their religious
lives across religious boundaries, providing information on numerous celebratory activities never
before covered in a reference work. Offering the most comprehensive coverage of religious holidays
ever assembled, this two-volume book covers festivals, commemorations, holidays, and annual
religious gatherings all over the world, with special attention paid to the celebrations in larger
countries. Entries written by distinguished researchers and specialists on different religious
communities capture the unique intensity of each event, be it fasting or feasting, frenzied activity or
the universal cessation of work, a huge gathering of the faithful en masse or a small family-centered
event. The work spotlights celebrations that currently exist without overlooking now-abandoned
celebrations that still impact the modern world.



ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Ethiopia Steven Gish, Winnie Thay, Zawiah Abdul
Latif, 2007 Provides comprehensive information on the geography, history, governmental structure,
economy, cultural diversity, and landmarks of Colorado--Provided by publisher.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Culture and Customs of Ethiopia Solomon Addis
Getahun, Wudu Tafete Kassu, 2014-02-27 An ideal resource for anyone interested in learning about
Ethiopia, this accessible, single-volume work provides all-encompassing and up-to-date coverage of
the ancient and diverse cultures of Africa's second-most populated nation. Explore the fascinating
culture of Ethiopia, a highly diverse nation built on the foundations of ancient kingdoms—truly a
melting pot of traditions from Africa as well as other continents. With increasing freedom of speech
and growing access to technology, Ethiopians are better able—and more eager—than ever to share
ideas, art, and information not only with each other, but with the rest of the world. This detailed
volume offers readers informed perspectives on one of the world's oldest populations, covering its
long-ago history as well as its evolution in the 21st century. Readers will discover Ethiopa's
collection of written and oral stories, unique art and architecture inspired by royalty and religion,
delicious cuisine, and many forms of music, dress, and dance. The book's chapters also describe
important changes in Ethiopia's social customs, prevalent attitudes regarding women, and the
nation's historically oppressive political system.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: The Religious Nile Terje Oestigaard, 2018-07-30 The
Nile is arguably the most famous river in the world. For millennia, the search for its source defeated
emperors and explorers. Yet the search for its source also contained a religious quest - a search for
the origin of its divine and life-giving waters. Terje Oestigaard reveals how the beliefs associated
with the river have played a key role in the cultural development and make-up of the societies and
civilizations associated with it. Drawing upon his personal experience and fieldwork in Africa,
including details of rites and ceremonies now fast disappearing, the author brings out in rich detail
the religious and spiritual meanings attached to the life-giving waters by those whose lives are so
bound to the river. Part religious quest, part exploration narrative, the author shows how this mighty
river is a powerful source for a greater understanding of human nature, society and religion.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Layers of Time NA NA, 2016-09-27 Ethiopia is one of
the oldest countries in the world. This book traces the country's expansion southward during
medieval times, its resistance to Muslim invasion, and, under energetic leaders, its defense of its
independence during the European scramble for Africa. The author is concerned not only with kings,
princes and politicians but also includes insights on daily life, art, architecture, religion, culture,
customs and observations by travelers.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Historical Dictionary of Ethiopia David H. Shinn,
Thomas P. Ofcansky, 2013-04-11 Ethiopia is clearly one of the most important countries in Africa.
First of all, with about 75 million people, it is the third most populous country in Africa. Second, it is
very strategically located, in the Horn of Africa and bordering Eritrea, Sudan, Kenya, and Somalia,
with some of whom it has touchy and sometimes worse relations. Yet, its capital - Addis Ababa - is
the headquarters of the African Union, the prime meeting place for Africa’s leaders. So, if things
went poorly in Ethiopia, this would not be good for Africa, and for a long time this was the case, with
internal disruption rife, until it was literally suppressed under the strong rule of the recently
deceased Meles Zenawi. The Historical Dictionary of Ethiopia, Second Edition covers the history of
Ethiopia through a chronology, an introductory essay, appendixes, and an extensive bibliography.
The dictionary section has several hundred cross-referenced entries on important personalities,
politics, economy, foreign relations, religion, and culture. This book is an excellent access point for
students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about Ethiopia.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: The Ethiopian Orthodox Tawahido Church Ephraim
Isaac, 2012 Ephraim Isaac sketches the history of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tawahido Church and also
that of Christianity as a whole in Ethiopia. As the reader will discover, not only are there strong
Biblical Hebraic elements in the theology, political theory and liturgical calendar of the Ethiopian
Church but there is also a strong influence from Beta Israel and Ethiopian Jews. Besides Jews and




Christians, there are also very large numbers of Muslims and various native beliefs in Ethiopia.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: The Ethiopian Orthodox Church and the State
1974-1991 Giulia Bonacci, 2000

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Ethiopia Philip Briggs, 2015-10-22 Ethiopia travel
guide: expert travel tips and holiday advice on everything from Addis Ababa hotels and restaurants
to ancient rock churches and archaeological sites. This guide also includes natural history and
wildlife, Bale Mountains National Park, South Omo, Tigrai, Lake Tana and Lalibela churches, Axum's
stelae, Gondar and the Danakil Depression.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: The Wisdom Compass to Eternal Life Abel Gashe,
2011-07-14 This book is about how the living soul can attain eternal peace and hence eternal life as
a living soul would yield it when abiding in the Lord Jesus Christ. Tapping the Lords Prayer as the
authorized spiritual vehicle to communicate with God, this book attests that the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ is the foundation, the seal of salvation, and the bearing point to overcome the world. By
showing the intrinsic relationship of the invisible with the manifested world, the heavenly and the
earthly, this book lucidly defines why the soul should glorify God as an end to lifes purpose while
seeking righteousness and fulfilling the commandments. By presenting ground breaking revelations
about the spiritual realm and hence the living God through the spiritual compass, this book would
help the reader to discern wisdom about how to worship the Lord in truth and spirit to see the
glimpse of eternal life and enjoy eternal peace, not as the world offers it but as the Lord Jesus
confers it on the living soul.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: St. Mary of Zion Prayer at Golgotha Alfredo Johnson,
2014-11-17 The composition of these prayers and visions of St. Mary, virgin mother of God, are
originally from Ethiopia, which was stolen and hidden away from the people. They were recovered
by a devoted servant of Yahweh God in Christ. Several letters were sent out for the returning of
these ancient manuscripts back to Ethiopia but still in the position of those who have taken it.
Notwithstanding, these are provided so the world can see and come to the understanding of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, mother of Yeshua, and her divine love for humanity!

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: The Ethiopian Orthodox Church Festivals of the
Finding of the True Cross and Epiphany Walaleir 'Emeru, 2007

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Introduction to Ethiopia Gilad James, PhD, Ethiopia is
an African country situated in the Horn of Africa. It is bordered by Eritrea to the north, Somalia to
the east, Kenya to the south, Sudan to the west, and South Sudan to the southwest. The country
covers an area of approximately 1.1 million square kilometres, making it the 27th largest country in
the world. Ethiopia has a total population of around 114 million people, making it the second-most
populous country in Africa after Nigeria. Ethiopia is known for its rich history and cultural diversity.
The country has a long history dating back to ancient times, with evidence of early human
settlement dating back over 3 million years. Ethiopia has over 80 ethnic groups, each with its own
unique culture and traditions. The country also has a diverse ecosystem, with highlands, lowlands,
and deserts all present within its borders. Despite its challenges, including widespread poverty and
political instability, Ethiopia is a country full of potential, with a young and rapidly growing
population and abundant natural resources.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Holy War Ian Campbell, 2022-05-01 In 1935, Fascist
Italy invaded the sovereign state of Ethiopia--a war of conquest that triggered a chain of events
culminating in the Second World War. In this stunning and highly original tale of two Churches,
historian Ian Campbell brings a whole new perspective to the story, revealing that bishops of the
Italian Catholic Church facilitated the invasion by sanctifying it as a crusade against the world's
second-oldest national Church. Cardinals and archbishops rallied the support of Catholic Italy for Il
Duce's invading armies by denouncing Ethiopian Christians as heretics and schismatics and
announcing that the onslaught was an assignment from God. Campbell marshals evidence from
three decades of research to expose the martyrdom of thousands of clergy of the venerable
Ethiopian Church, the burning and looting of hundreds of Ethiopia's ancient monasteries and



churches, and the instigation and arming of a jihad against Ethiopian Christendom, the likes of
which had not been seen since the Middle Ages. Finally, Holy War traces how, after Italy's surrender
to the Allies, the horrors of this pogrom were swept under the carpet of history, and the leading
culprits put on the road to sainthood.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: An Ethiopian Reading of the Bible Keong-Sang An,
2016-06-30 In An Ethiopian Reading of the Bible, Keon-Sang An explores the distinctive biblical
interpretation of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido Church (EOTC). He illuminates the interpretation
of the Bible in a particular historical and cultural context and presents a compelling example of the
contextual nature of biblical interpretation. Since the earliest years of the Christian church the
EOTC has significantly informed the unique spirituality of Ethiopia. Drawing on his own experience
of teaching theology in Ethiopia, Keon-Sang An provides a comprehensive consideration of the
EOTC's past and present, and examines the interplay between tradition and context in biblical
interpretation. An Ethiopian Reading of the Bible contributes much to current biblical scholarship
and equips readers with the tools for a future of mutual learning.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: An Ethiopian Reading of the Bible Keon-Sang An,
2015-10-01 This book explores the biblical interpretation of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido
Church (EOTC). In doing so, it illuminates the interpretation of the Bible in a particular historical
and cultural context and presents a compelling example of the contextual nature of biblical
interpretation. Those who visit Ethiopia experience its unique spirituality, which is significantly
informed by the presence of the EOTC. The EOTC has existed from earliest years of the Christian
church. It has also developed and maintained its own ecclesiastic tradition in the Ethiopian context
and has its own distinctive way of reading the Bible. It is noteworthy, particularly in the African
context, that it has its own commentaries on the Scriptures, which continue to serve as a vital
tradition in the EOTC's interpretation of the Bible. This is evident in the contemporary hermeneutics
and sermons of EOTC preachers. In its comprehensive consideration of the EOTC's past and present,
this book examines the interplay between tradition and context in biblical interpretation and
contributes to current biblical scholarship.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Jesus Is Lard Odin Zeus Mcgaffer, 2010-12-09 Odin
Zeus McGaffer is back, and more offensive than ever. The highly anticipated follow up to Does God
Get Diarrhea? is finally here in all of its disgusting glory. Dive into McGaffer's twisted mind where
nothing is sacred and no subject is taboo. Jesus Is Lard offers a slightly different view of religion
with hysterical commentary, comedic perspectives, and outrageous artwork. Far from mainstream,
this book is sure to offend just about everyone and force the religious to face the absurdities of their
claims. It's a swift kick below the belt and a one-way ticket to Hell for those who rest eyes upon this
blasphemous text. Warning: This book contains graphic content, foul language, and reason. All of
which may be hazardous to your health.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: The Traditional Teaching of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Tawahedo Church Christine Chaillot, Christine Chaillot’s new book, The Traditional
Teaching of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tawahedo Church: Faith and Spirituality, presents a topic that is
little - if at all - known outside Ethiopia, even in Christian circles. Moreover, it is a much neglected
field in the wider study of African education. It is a teaching based on ancient texts and books,
taught orally to the students who will become the future clergy and who will then share their
knowledge with the faithful in Church life. The studies of the different disciplines are pursued at
different schools and at different levels, in liturgy, theology with commentaries of books (Old and
New Testaments, books of the Church fathers and monks) as well as composition of poems (genes)
and iconography. All this teaching presented in the present volume is deeply related to the faith and
spirituality of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. This teaching is a unique intangible cultural heritage.
One wonders, however, what its future will be in the context of the modern educational methods and
social attitudes that have evolved in Ethiopia over the last half-century.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Ethiopia, a Country Study American University
(Washington, D.C.). Foreign Area Studies, 1981



ethiopian orthodox church calendar: The Archangel Michael in Africa Ingvild Saelid
Gilhus, Alexandros Tsakos, Marta Camilla Wright, 2019-08-08 This book takes an interdisciplinary
approach in order to understand angels, focusing on Africa and the cult and persona of the
Archangel Michael. Traditional methods in the study of religion including philology, papyrology, art
and iconography, anthropology, history, and psychology are combined with methodologies deriving
from memory studies, graphic design, art education, and semiotics. Chapters explore both historical
and contemporary case studies from Coptic Egypt, Nubia, Ethiopia, and South Africa, providing a
comparative perspective on the Archangel Michael, alongside 25 images. Innovative in both its
methodologies and geographical focus, this book is an important contribution to the study of religion
and art, Christianity in Africa, and Coptic studies.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: The Rough Guide to First-Time Africa Rough Guides,
2011-04-01 The Rough Guide First-Time Africa tells you everything you need to know before you go
to Africa, from visas and vaccinations to budgets and packing. It will help you plan the best possible
trip, with advice on when to go and what not to miss, and how to avoid trouble on the road. You'll
find insightful information on what tickets to buy, where to stay, what to eat and how to stay healthy
and save money in Africa. The Rough Guide First-Time Africa includes insightful overviews of each
African country highlighting the best places to visit with country-specific websites, clear maps,
suggested reading and budget information. Be inspired by the 'things not to miss' section whilst
useful contact details will help you plan your route. All kinds of advice and anecdotes from travellers
who've been there and done it will make travelling stress-free. The Rough Guide First-Time Africa
has everything you need to get your journey underway.The Rough Guide to First-Time Africa- now
available in epub format.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Encyclopedia of New Year's Holidays Worldwide
William D. Crump, 2016-03-30 Among the world's myriad cultures and their associated calendars,
the idea of a New Year is relative and hardly specifies a universal celebration or even a universal
point in time. Ways of celebrating the New Year range from the observances of religious rituals and
superstitions to social gatherings featuring particular foods, music, dancing, noisemaking, fireworks
and drinking. This first encyclopedia devoted exclusively to the New Year includes 320 entries that
give a global perspective on the New Year, beyond its traditional Western associations with
Christmas. National or regional entries detail the principal traditions and customs of 130 countries,
while 27 entries discuss major calendar systems in current use or of significant historical interest.
The remaining entries cover a wide variety of subjects including literary works, movies, and
television specials; the customs of specific ethnic groups; universal customs such as toasting and
drinking; football bowl games and parades; and the New Year celebrations at the White House and
the Vatican.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: The Stranger at the Feast Tom Boylston, 2018-02-06
Introduction : prohibition and a ritual regime -- A history of mediation -- Fasting, bodies, and the
calendar -- Proliferations of mediators -- Blood, silver, and coffee -- Spirits in the marketplace --
Concrete, bones, and feasts -- Echoes of the host -- The media landscape -- The knowledge of the
world -- Conclusion

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Language Use and Social Change Wilfred Whiteley,
2017-09-18 The social implications of multilingualism is a field of study on whcih systematic
research began only in the second half of the 20th century in Africa. This book, originally published
in 1971, contains papers which concentrate on East Africa but it also discusses theoretical problems
and methods arising from socio-linguistic studies outside the African field. These include studies on
national languages and languages of wider communication in developing nations; the communication
role of languages in multilingual societies; and social and cognitive aspects of bilingualism.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Higher Education in Ethiopia Tebeje Molla,
2018-01-18 This book focuses on higher education in Ethiopia, analysing persisting inequalities and
policy responses against the backdrop of the extensive expansion and reform that the system has
experienced in recent years. Drawing on empirical data generated through interviews, policy



reviews and focus-group discussions, it explicates factors of structural inequality ranging from
neoliberal policy orientations to repressive gender culture and geo-political peripherality. In a
departure from conventional studies that consider policy a response to social problems, the book
takes a critical perspective to show the constitutive role of policy, and explains how the
representation of the problem of social inequality undermines equity policy outcomes in Ethiopian
higher education. Not only does the book problematise the framing of the problem of inequality in
the system, it also outlines strategies for designing transformative equity instruments. In explaining
structural factors of inequality and equity provisions, the book productively combines sociological
concepts with historical accounts and political economy insights. Given the increased economic
optimism associated with higher education in sub-Saharan Africa and the neoliberal ideals
underpinning much of the restructuring of the system in the region, this is a timely and important
contribution that sheds light on the social justice implications and consequences of such changes. It
offers fresh accounts of largely neglected qualitative cases of inequality, making it a valuable read
for students and researchers in the areas of Ethiopian education policy studies, international and
comparative education, and international development.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: How They Lived [2 volumes] James Ciment,
2015-12-14 Ideal for history majors, nonhistory majors taking history courses, as well as general
readers, this book provides not only the primary documents and artifacts of ordinary people in
history, but also annotations that help the reader put them into context and grasp their deeper
meaning. This two-volume work explores daily life across human history through primary sources,
making use of this primary source material as well as detailed analysis to help readers understand
and use these sources as evidence of how life used to be. The diverse selection of sources includes
artifacts, inscriptions, histories, letters, and first-hand accounts, ranging from ancient times to the
emergence of modern Europe to the present day. This set makes use of an innovative layout: facing
pages contain a primary source selection on the left side, with the introduction and analysis on the
right side. This facing-pages layout allows readers to access the text information and the primary
source itself without any distracting page-turning. Unlike most other books on history that relay key,
momentous events in history and tales regarding kings and generals, aristocrats, and the highly
educated, How They Lived: An Annotated Tour of Daily Life through History in Primary Sources
includes significant coverage of ordinary people and interesting information about everyday life at
all levels of society. As a result, this collection helps close the gap in what students of history are
typically exposed to through its presentation of both written documents and images of artifacts.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: On Pilgrimage Jennifer Westwood, 2003 On
Pilgrimage walks readers through the 12 stages that are common to sacred journeys, describing
both the spiritual and physical process. It features over 60 pilgrimage destinations worldwide and
emphasizes both the personal quest and the multicultural and multifaith dimension of sacred travel.
Full-color illustrations.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Ethiopia: The Land of Origins Dr. Abraham Melkie,
Prof. (Dr.) Bhupendra Kumar, 2024-04-24 The book delves into the fundamental aspects of human
existence on Earth, tracing back its historical origins and the first human species to inhabit it. The
area where humanity began is of great interest, as it marks the birthplace of the first mankind.
Researchers have long wondered about the question of where life as a human being originated on
earth and have identified the main human races as black, white, and Mongoloid. Researchers are
also keen on understanding the direction in which humans migrated from the part of the world
where they began to live for the first time. These queries have been answered in this introductory
chapter through the analysis of various sources.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Ethiopia Carol Ann Gillespie, 2009 - Information-packed
volumes provide comprehensive overviews of each nation's people, geography, history, government,
economy, and culture- Abundant full-color illustrations guide the reader on a voyage of discovery-
Maps reflect current political boundaries

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Ethiopia Siegbert Uhlig, David Appleyard, Alessandro




Bausi, Wolfgang Hahn, Steven Kaplan, 2017 ETHIOPIA is a compendium on Ethiopia and Northeast
Africa for travellers, students, businessmen, people interested in Africa, policymakers and
organisations. In this book 85 specialists from 15 countries write about the land of our fossil
ancestor “Lucy', about its rock-hewn churches and national parks, about the coexistence of
Christians and Muslims, and about strange cultures, but also about contemporary developments and
major challenges to the region. Across ten chapters they describe the land and people, its history,
cultures, religions, society and politics, as well as recent issues and unique destinations,
documented with tables, maps, further reading suggestions and photos.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Visions of Zion Erin C. MacLeod, 2014-07-04 In
reggae song after reggae song Bob Marley and other reggae singers speak of the Promised Land of
Ethiopia. “Repatriation is a must!” they cry. The Rastafari have been travelling to Ethiopia since the
movement originated in Jamaica in 1930s. They consider it the Promised Land, and repatriation is a
cornerstone of their faith. Though Ethiopians see Rastafari as immigrants, the Rastafari see
themselves as returning members of the Ethiopian diaspora. In Visions of Zion, Erin C. MacLeod
offers the first in-depth investigation into how Ethiopians perceive Rastafari and Rastafarians within
Ethiopia and the role this unique immigrant community plays within Ethiopian society. Rastafari are
unusual among migrants, basing their movements on spiritual rather than economic choices. This
volume offers those who study the movement a broader understanding of the implications of
repatriation. Taking the Ethiopian perspective into account, it argues that migrant and diaspora
identities are the products of negotiation, and it illuminates the implications of this negotiation for
concepts of citizenship, as well as for our understandings of pan-Africanism and south-south
migration. Providing a rare look at migration to a non-Western country, this volume also fills a gap in
the broader immigration studies literature.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: The Covenant's Veil Alexandra Sellassie Antohin,
2024-12-03 An exploration of how contemporary Ethiopian Orthodox Christianity preserves and
protects sacred ideas and relationships “Ethiopia stretches her hand upon God,” the narrative of
Sheba and Solomon, the material presence of the Ark of the Covenant in Axum. For Ethiopian
Orthodox Christians, these classic understandings of the covenant are prized narratives. For
historical and scriptural scholarship, a central focus is to explain the characteristics of Ethiopian
Orthodox Christianity as retaining key “Old Testament” qualities to demonstrate a wide chasm with
post-Enlightenment, secular societies. By widening the lens of analysis to include a body of
knowledge best accessed through Orthodox Christian devotional culture, The Covenant’s Veil offers
an interpretation that challenges the reader to adopt a novel understanding of these well-established
ideas. The multiple, complex ways that the covenant idea appears as ideas, idioms, customs,
symbols, and articulations in the lifeworld of Ethiopian Orthodox are the starting point for The
Covenant’s Veil. Ethiopia’s story of the covenant is a domain of nested reference points that inspires
celebrants, through their devotional activities, to expand and elaborate upon a network of meanings.
Covenant refractions within Ethiopian Orthodox devotional culture not only demonstrate the
established pattern of magnifying spiritual importance through symbolic similes and analogic
pairings, but perform a vital function for keeping traditional knowledge alive and current. Detailed
ethnographic material arranges devotional activities such as mahaber rituals of communing and
processions of tabots on feast days. It describes habits of making vows, presenting oneself at church,
and telling stories of saints and their covenants. Thinking about the covenant concept as
refracting—the bending motion of points encountering a common surface—is a way to conceive how
these reference points reveal a connective thread, what is theorized as an Ethiopian Orthodox
method of elaboration. Identifying when and where elaboration of tradition is happening provides an
opportunity to demonstrate how Orthodox Christianity is integral to the lives and actions of its
faithful. By reframing covenant as expanding beyond Ethiopian religious and political
exceptionalism, The Covenant’s Veil provides us with a timely reappraisal of this concept in light of
increased social fragmentation and the urgency for negotiating harmony in a country with many
forms of diversity.



ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Wandering Through the Spiritual Wilderness Robert
Freck, 2021-05-20 Looking for a way to merge all your religious and spiritual experiences into a
meaningful whole that can impact your life. Read my 60 year journey from athiest to agnositc to
deeply religious person to a mix of a variety of creeds, beliefs and activities. The book explores the
upsides and problems with a variety of spiritual paths. Perhaps you will find some wisdom in this
book.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: The Routledge Handbook of Religions and Global
Development Emma Tomalin, 2015-02-11 This Handbook provides a cutting-edge survey of the state
of research on religions and global development. Part one highlights critical debates that have
emerged within research on religions and development, particularly with respect to theoretical,
conceptual and methodological considerations, from the perspective of development studies and its
associated disciplines. Parts two to six look at different regional and national development contexts
and the place of religion within these. These parts integrate and examine the critical debates raised
in part one within empirical case studies from a range of religions and regions. Different religions
are situated within actual locations and case studies thus allowing a detailed and contextual
understanding of their relationships to development to emerge. Part seven examines the links
between some important areas within development policy and practice where religion is now being
considered, including: Faith-Based Organisations and Development Public Health, Religion and
Development Human rights, Religion and Development Sustainable Development, Climate Change
and Religion Global Institutions and Religious Engagement in Development Economic Development
and Religion Religion, Development and Fragile States Development and Faith-Based Education
Taking a global approach, the Handbook covers Africa, Latin America, South Asia, East and
South-East Asia, and the Middle East. It is essential reading for students and researchers in
development studies and religious studies, and is highly relevant to those working in area studies, as
well as a range of disciplines, from theology, anthropology and economics to geography,
international relations, politics and sociology.

ethiopian orthodox church calendar: Ethiopia: The Land, Its People, History and
Culture Yohannes K. Mekonnen, Editor, 2013-01-31 This book is a general survey of Ethiopia as a
country and its people. It focuses on many subjects about Ethiopia's history, geography, politics,
ethnic groups and their cultures. The book also covers Eritrea - its people, history and culture - but
the main focus of the book is on Ethiopia.
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