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early autumn langston hughes is a widely studied short story that explores
themes of missed opportunities, fleeting time, and the complexity of human
relationships. Written by the celebrated American poet and author Langston
Hughes, the piece is a poignant representation of emotional subtlety and
narrative depth. This article provides an extensive analysis of "Early
Autumn," examining its plot, main characters, thematic elements, literary
devices, and its lasting impact in literature. Readers will gain insights
into how Hughes crafts atmosphere and emotion, why the story remains
relevant, and how it fits within his larger body of work. Whether you are a
student, educator, or literature enthusiast, this comprehensive guide will
deepen your understanding of early autumn langston hughes and enhance your
appreciation of its artistry and significance.
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Overview of "Early Autumn" by Langston Hughes

"Early Autumn" is a short story written by Langston Hughes, first published
in 1950. Known primarily for his poetry, Hughes demonstrates his narrative
skill in this compact yet emotionally rich story. The piece is set in New
York City and revolves around a brief, unexpected encounter between two
former lovers, Bill and Mary, years after their relationship ended. The story
is notable for its economy of language, subtle characterization, and its
ability to evoke deep emotional responses through ordinary moments. "Early
Autumn" stands as one of Hughes’ most recognizable short stories, often
anthologized and studied for its thematic resonance and stylistic elegance.



Plot Summary and Setting

Concise Narrative Structure

The plot of "Early Autumn" unfolds in a matter of minutes. Mary and Bill,
once close in their youth, meet by chance in a busy city park during the
early days of autumn. Their conversation is brief, awkward, and filled with
unspoken emotions. Hughes uses this encounter to explore the passage of time
and the changes it brings to people and relationships. The brevity of the
story mirrors the fleeting nature of the moment shared between the
characters.

Atmosphere and Urban Setting

The story takes place in New York City, a common backdrop in Hughes’ works.
The city’s bustling energy contrasts with the quiet, personal exchange
between Bill and Mary. The early autumn setting reinforces the themes of
transition, nostalgia, and fleeting opportunities. Hughes’ description of the
environment—a chill in the air, the changing leaves—serves as both a literal
and symbolic backdrop to the characters’ interaction.

Main Characters and Their Dynamics

Mary: Complexity and Regret

Mary, one of the main characters in "Early Autumn," is portrayed as
introspective and somewhat regretful. She is married, living in Westchester,
and appears to have a stable life on the surface. However, her chance meeting
with Bill rekindles memories and emotions she thought were long forgotten.
Her responses are hesitant, and she struggles to articulate her feelings,
highlighting the unresolved tension and longing she feels about her past with
Bill.

Bill: Distance and Change

Bill, the other protagonist, demonstrates a sense of distance and change. He
is polite and reserved, engaging in the conversation out of courtesy rather
than genuine enthusiasm. His demeanor suggests that he has moved on from the
relationship, yet there is a subtle undertone of nostalgia in his interaction
with Mary. The dynamic between the two characters is marked by missed
opportunities and the inability to express true emotions.



Both characters reflect on their past without explicitly discussing it.

Their interaction is brief, emphasizing the theme of fleeting time.

Emotional complexity is conveyed through subtle dialogue and body
language.

Themes Explored in "Early Autumn"

Missed Opportunities and Regret

A central theme in "Early Autumn" is the idea of missed opportunities. The
story examines how choices made in youth can have lasting consequences, and
how regret can linger even as life moves forward. Mary’s internal conflict
illustrates the pain of lost love and the longing for what might have been,
while Bill’s reserved nature hints at acceptance and closure.

Time and Change

Hughes expertly weaves the theme of time and change throughout the story. The
autumn setting serves as a metaphor for the transition from youth to
maturity, as well as the inevitability of change in relationships. The
physical changes in the characters, the environment, and their emotional
states all underscore the passage of time and its impact on personal
connections.

Communication and Silence

Another significant theme is the difficulty of genuine communication. The
characters’ inability to express their true feelings results in awkward
silences and superficial conversation. Hughes uses these moments to highlight
the limitations of language and the emotional barriers that can arise between
people who share a complicated history.

Literary Devices and Style



Economy of Language

Langston Hughes employs a minimalist style in "Early Autumn," using concise
sentences and sparse dialogue to convey a wealth of emotion. The brevity of
the story intensifies its impact, allowing readers to focus on the nuances of
character interaction and underlying tension.

Symbolism and Imagery

The use of autumn as a symbol is central to the story’s meaning. The season
represents change, decline, and the passage of time. Hughes also incorporates
imagery such as "a chill in the air" and "falling leaves" to evoke a sense of
melancholy and transition. These symbols reinforce the emotional landscape of
the story.

Subtle Characterization

Hughes’ characterization is subtle yet powerful. Through small gestures,
hesitant speech, and fleeting glances, he reveals the inner lives of Mary and
Bill. The lack of explicit exposition invites readers to interpret the
emotions and motivations of the characters, adding layers of complexity to
the narrative.

Significance in Langston Hughes’ Literary
Career

Hughes as a Master of Short Fiction

While Langston Hughes is best known for his poetry, "Early Autumn" showcases
his ability to craft compelling short fiction. The story’s focus on ordinary
people and everyday moments aligns with Hughes’ broader literary themes, such
as the exploration of African American life, universal emotions, and the
beauty found in simplicity.

Contribution to American Literature

"Early Autumn" is considered a significant contribution to American
literature, not just for its thematic depth but for its stylistic innovation.
Hughes’ use of concise language and evocative imagery has influenced
generations of writers, and the story is frequently included in literature



courses and anthologies.

Lasting Impact and Relevance

Enduring Themes

The themes explored in "Early Autumn"—regret, change, and communication—are
timeless and universally relatable. Readers continue to find meaning in the
story’s depiction of emotional complexity and missed connections. Its
relevance persists across generations, making it a staple in literary
studies.

Modern Appreciation

Today, "Early Autumn" is appreciated for its subtlety and emotional
resonance. Literature enthusiasts and scholars praise Hughes’ ability to
capture the essence of human experience in a short narrative. The story’s
enduring popularity attests to its artistic quality and the universal truths
it conveys.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the main theme of "Early Autumn" by
Langston Hughes?
A: The main theme is missed opportunities and regret, explored through the
brief reunion of two former lovers who reflect on their past and the choices
that shaped their lives.

Q: Who are the main characters in "Early Autumn"?
A: The main characters are Mary and Bill, whose chance encounter in New York
City reveals their emotional distance and unresolved feelings.

Q: How does Langston Hughes use symbolism in "Early
Autumn"?
A: Hughes uses autumn as a symbol for change, transition, and the passage of
time, with imagery such as falling leaves and a chill in the air to evoke a
sense of nostalgia and loss.



Q: Why is "Early Autumn" considered a significant
work in Hughes’ career?
A: The story highlights Hughes’ mastery of short fiction, his skillful use of
language, and his ability to portray complex emotions in ordinary situations,
making it a notable contribution to American literature.

Q: What literary devices are present in "Early
Autumn"?
A: Key devices include symbolism, imagery, minimalist dialogue, and subtle
characterization, all of which enhance the story’s emotional depth.

Q: When was "Early Autumn" first published?
A: "Early Autumn" was first published in 1950.

Q: What does the setting of autumn represent in the
story?
A: Autumn symbolizes change, the end of a cycle, and the fleeting nature of
opportunities, mirroring the emotional state of the characters.

Q: How does the story reflect Langston Hughes’
style?
A: The story reflects Hughes’ style through its economy of language, focus on
real human relationships, and use of evocative imagery.

Q: Why is communication an important theme in "Early
Autumn"?
A: Communication is central because the characters’ inability to share their
true feelings leads to missed understanding and emotional distance,
emphasizing the complexities of human interaction.

Q: Is "Early Autumn" still relevant today?
A: Yes, the story’s themes of regret, change, and emotional complexity remain
universally relatable, ensuring its continued relevance in modern literary
discussions.
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Early Autumn: Delving into Langston Hughes'
Masterpiece

Langston Hughes, a titan of the Harlem Renaissance, painted vivid portraits of Black life in America
with his words. Beyond his iconic poems celebrating resilience and joy, he also crafted poignant
works exploring the complexities of human experience, including the subtle melancholies of
changing seasons. This post delves deep into "Early Autumn," a lesser-known yet profoundly moving
poem by Hughes, analyzing its imagery, themes, and lasting significance. We will unpack the poem's
subtle nuances, explore its metaphorical richness, and uncover the reasons why it deserves a place
among Hughes's most celebrated works. Prepare to experience the beauty and bittersweetness of
"Early Autumn" through a fresh, insightful lens.

Understanding the Context of "Early Autumn"

Before diving into the poem itself, understanding the historical and biographical context enriches
our appreciation. Written during the period following the Harlem Renaissance, "Early Autumn"
reflects a mature Hughes, perhaps contemplating the passage of time and the shifting landscape of
his life and the lives of those around him. While the poem doesn’t explicitly reference specific
historical events, the undercurrent of quiet reflection suggests a personal reckoning with the
complexities of life and aging. The poem's understated power lies in its ability to resonate with
universal human experiences, transcending its specific historical moment.

The Poem's Central Imagery: Nature as a Metaphor

Hughes masterfully employs nature imagery to mirror the emotional landscape of the poem. The
"early autumn" itself serves as a potent metaphor for the transition, the subtle shift from the
vibrancy of summer to the quietude of fall. The falling leaves, the changing colors, all symbolize the
inevitable passage of time and the bittersweet acceptance of change. This isn't a dramatic, violent
change, but rather a gentle, almost imperceptible shift, reflecting the subtle changes in human
relationships and perspectives over time.
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#### Analyzing the Key Symbols: Leaves, Trees, and the Wind

The falling leaves aren't merely leaves; they represent memories, lost opportunities, and the
ephemeral nature of life. The trees, standing firm despite the changing leaves, represent enduring
strength and resilience in the face of loss. The wind, a subtle yet powerful force, acts as a catalyst,
driving the change and simultaneously highlighting its inescapable nature. Hughes' use of these
carefully selected symbols creates a layered and deeply meaningful reading experience. It is not
merely a description of autumn; it is a reflection on the human condition.

Exploring the Themes of "Early Autumn"

"Early Autumn" explores several profound themes:

1. The Inevitability of Change:

The poem's core theme revolves around the inescapable nature of change. Just as autumn follows
summer, certain aspects of life move forward, regardless of our desires or intentions. This
acceptance of change is not presented as pessimistic, but rather as a quiet acknowledgment of the
natural order of things.

2. Memory and Nostalgia:

The poem evokes a sense of nostalgia, a longing for a past that is both cherished and irretrievable.
The falling leaves can be interpreted as memories fading away, a subtle but poignant reminder of
time's relentless march.

3. Acceptance and Resilience:

Despite the melancholic undertones, "Early Autumn" ultimately conveys a message of acceptance
and resilience. The trees, standing tall amidst falling leaves, symbolize the capacity for enduring
strength and the ability to navigate life's changes with grace and dignity.

The Lasting Significance of "Early Autumn"



While not as widely known as some of Hughes' other works, "Early Autumn" offers a profound and
moving meditation on the passage of time and the bittersweet nature of change. Its understated
power, its evocative imagery, and its exploration of universal themes ensure its lasting relevance. It
speaks to the human experience across generations and cultures, making it a truly enduring piece of
literary art. Its accessibility makes it a perfect poem for study in classrooms and a captivating piece
for individual contemplation.

Conclusion

"Early Autumn" by Langston Hughes is a testament to the poet's profound ability to capture the
essence of human emotion through subtle imagery and evocative language. By exploring the themes
of change, memory, and acceptance, Hughes crafts a poem that resonates with readers on a deeply
personal level. Its enduring significance lies in its universal appeal and its timeless message of
resilience in the face of life's inevitable transitions.

FAQs

1. What is the overall tone of "Early Autumn"? The tone is predominantly melancholic yet peaceful,
reflecting the bittersweet nature of autumn and the passage of time. It is not overtly sad but rather
contemplative and accepting.

2. What literary devices does Hughes use in "Early Autumn"? Hughes masterfully employs imagery,
metaphor, and symbolism to create a rich and evocative reading experience. The falling leaves, the
trees, and the wind all serve as potent symbols.

3. How does "Early Autumn" relate to Hughes' other works? While different in tone from some of his
more celebratory poems, "Early Autumn" shares a common thread with other Hughes' works in its
honest portrayal of the human condition and its exploration of the complexities of Black life in
America.

4. What is the significance of the poem's title? The title itself sets the tone and thematic focus. "Early
Autumn" signifies the beginning of a transition, a subtle shift that mirrors the subtle changes in
human life and relationships.

5. Why should we study "Early Autumn"? Studying "Early Autumn" provides insights into Hughes'
mature style and his ability to convey profound emotions through understated language. It also
offers a valuable opportunity to explore universal themes of change, memory, and acceptance.

  early autumn langston hughes: The Short Stories Langston Hughes, 2002 For the first time in
many years, Langston Hughes's published collections of stories are now available in a single book.
Included in this volume are: Ways of White Folks, originally published in 1934; Laughing to Keep



from Crying, originally published in 1952; and additional stories from Something in Common and
Other Stories, originally published in 1963; as well as previously uncollected stories. These fictions,
carefully crafted in the language Hughes loved, manifest the many themes for which he is best
known. We meet and come to know many characters--black and white, young and old, men and
women & mdash;all as believable as our own families, friends, and acquaintances. Hughes's stories
portray people as they actually are: a mixture of good, bad, and much in-between. In these short
stories, as in the Simple stories, the reader enjoys Hughes's humor and irony. The stories show us
his inclination to mock himself and his beloved people, as much as he ridicules the flaws of those
who belittle his race. His genuine characters interact and realistically bring to life this era of
America's past. By maintaining the form and format of the original story collections, this volume
presents Hughes's stories as he wanted them to be read. This volume will be an invaluable addition
to the library of anyone interested in African American literature generally and the fiction of
Langston Hughes specifically.
  early autumn langston hughes: Langston Hughes: Short Stories Langston Hughes,
1997-08-15 Stories capturing “the vibrancy of Harlem life, the passions of ordinary black people, and
the indignities of everyday racism” by “a great American writer” (Kirkus Reviews). This collection of
forty-seven stories written between 1919 and 1963—the most comprehensive available—showcases
Langston Hughes’s literary blossoming and the development of his personal and artistic concerns in
the decades that preceded the passage of the Civil Rights Act. Many of the stories assembled here
have long been out of print, and others never before collected. These poignant, witty, angry, and
deeply poetic stories demonstrate Hughes’s uncanny gift for elucidating the most vexing questions
of American race relations and human nature in general. “[Hughes’s fiction] manifests his ‘wonder
at the world.’ As these stories reveal, that wonder has lost little of its shine.” —The Cleveland Plain
Dealer
  early autumn langston hughes: Langston Hughes Maurice Orlando Wallace, 2008 A
biography of writer Langston Hughes that describes his era, his major works--especially his most
famous and influential prose and poetry, his life, and and the legacy of his writing--Provided by
publisher.
  early autumn langston hughes: The Collected Works of Langston Hughes Langston
Hughes, 2001 The sixteen volumes are published with the goal that Hughes pursued throughout his
lifetime: making his books available to the people. Each volume will include a biographical and
literary chronology by Arnold Rampersad, as well as an introduction by a Hughes scholar lume
introductions will provide contextual and historical information on the particular work.
  early autumn langston hughes: The Big Sea Langston Hughes, 2022-08-01 DigiCat Publishing
presents to you this special edition of The Big Sea by Langston Hughes. DigiCat Publishing considers
every written word to be a legacy of humankind. Every DigiCat book has been carefully reproduced
for republishing in a new modern format. The books are available in print, as well as ebooks. DigiCat
hopes you will treat this work with the acknowledgment and passion it deserves as a classic of world
literature.
  early autumn langston hughes: Not Without Laughter Langston Hughes, 2012-03-05 Poet
Langston Hughes' only novel, a coming-of-age tale that unfolds amid an African American family in
rural Kansas, explores the dilemmas of life in a racially divided society.
  early autumn langston hughes: Letters from Langston Langston Hughes, 2016-02-01
Langston Hughes, one of America's greatest writers, was an innovator of jazz poetry and a leader of
the Harlem Renaissance whose poems and plays resonate widely today. Accessible, personal, and
inspirational, Hughes’s poems portray the African American community in struggle in the context of
a turbulent modern United States and a rising black freedom movement. This indispensable volume
of letters between Hughes and four leftist confidants sheds vivid light on his life and politics. Letters
from Langston begins in 1930 and ends shortly before his death in 1967, providing a window into a
unique, self-created world where Hughes lived at ease. This distinctive volume collects the stories of
Hughes and his friends in an era of uncertainty and reveals their visions of an idealized world—one



without hunger, war, racism, and class oppression.
  early autumn langston hughes: Whole Language Series Karen A. Fox, 1991
  early autumn langston hughes: The Best of Simple Langston Hughes, 2015-10-13 Langston
Hughes's stories about Jesse B. Semple--first composed for a weekly column in the Chicago Defender
and then collected in Simple Speaks His Mind, Simple Takes a Wife, and Simple Stakes a
Claim--have been read and loved by hundreds of thousands of readers. In The Best of Simple, the
author picked his favorites from these earlier volumes, stories that not only have proved popular but
are now part of a great and growing literary tradition. Simple might be considered an Everyman for
black Americans. Hughes himself wrote: ...these tales are about a great many people--although they
are stories about no specific persons as such. But it is impossible to live in Harlem and not know at
least a hundred Simples, fifty Joyces, twenty-five Zaritas, and several Cousin Minnies--or reasonable
facsimiles thereof. As Arnold Rampersad has written, Simple is one of the most memorable and
winning characters in the annals of American literature, justly regarded as one of Hughes's most
inspired creations.
  early autumn langston hughes: Read, Reason, Write - book alone Dorothy Seyler,
2006-11-29 This comprehensive text presents clear instruction on critical reading and analysis,
argument, and research techniques, along with a collection of current, incisive readings appropriate
for practicing those techniques. New features of the eighth edition include an expanded visual
program, featuring new chapter opening visuals and two full-color inserts, and a newly revised and
updated reader.
  early autumn langston hughes: The Collected Poems of Langston Hughes James Langston
Hughes, 1994 Here, for the first time, is a complete collection of Langston Hughes's poetry - 860
poems that sound the heartbeat of black life in America during five turbulent decades, from the
1920s through the 1960s.
  early autumn langston hughes: The Macmillan Writer Judith Nadell, Linda McMeniman,
John Langan, 1994
  early autumn langston hughes: Read, Reason, Write Dorothy U. Seyler, 1999 This text with
readings presents clear instruction in critical reading and analysis, argument, and research
techniques, along with a collection of current and incisive readings appropriate for practising these
techniques. It should help students develop into better writers.
  early autumn langston hughes: Black World/Negro Digest , 1969-04 Founded in 1943,
Negro Digest (later “Black World”) was the publication that launched Johnson Publishing. During the
most turbulent years of the civil rights movement, Negro Digest/Black World served as a critical
vehicle for political thought for supporters of the movement.
  early autumn langston hughes: The Longman Writer Judith Nadell, John Langan, Eliza A.
Comodromos, 2005-04 One of the most successful writing texts on the market, this all-in-one
rhetoric, reader, and handbook, organized around the patterns of development, contains everything
students need for courses in freshman composition. Created by the authors of the best-selling
Longman Reader, the text draws on decades of teaching experience to integrate the best of the
product and process approaches to writing. Its particular strengths include an emphasis on the
reading-writing connection, a focus on invention and revision, more attention to the fact that
patterns blend in actual writing, and an abundance of class-tested activities and assignments more
than 350 in all.
  early autumn langston hughes: Langston Hughes Hans A. Ostrom, 1993 #N/A
  early autumn langston hughes: Ebony , 1965-11 EBONY is the flagship magazine of Johnson
Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global circulation of
any African American-focused magazine.
  early autumn langston hughes: Reading and Study Skills John Langan, 1994 This text
provides students with the essential reading and study skills they need to become independent
learners in college. A brief guide to important word skills, it also covers motivational skills which
encourage the right attitude. This new edition is an alternate version of Form A, offering fresh



reading selections, over 200 exercises and activities including: a complete chapter from an
introductory sociology textbook, the PRWR (preview-read-write-recite) study method, a new
introduction which helps students determine which skills to hone and an explanation of new library
computerized search facilities.
  early autumn langston hughes: 现代英语阅读与多模态教学融合研宄 陶亚宁, 2020-05-01 本书分八章，内容包括：英语阅读概述、现代英语
阅读的技巧研究、现代英语阅读教学法研究、现代英语阅读教学中多模态识读能力研究等。
  early autumn langston hughes: Langston Hughes Christopher C. De Santis, 2005
Information provided on Langston Hughes, one of the most influential, prolific and popular writers
to emerge from the Harlem Renaissance, a cultural movement that generated an unprecedented
amount of African American art, literature and music. During his nearly five decades as a writer,
Hughes gained international acclaim in nearly every genre of writing, including poetry, drama, the
short story, the novel, history, prose, children's literature and song lyrics.
  early autumn langston hughes: The Life of Langston Hughes: Volume II: 1941-1967, I Dream
a World Arnold Rampersad, 2001-11-30 February 1, 2002 marks the 100th birthday of Langston
Hughes. To commemorate the centennial of his birth, Arnold Rampersad has contributed new
Afterwords to both volumes of his highly-praised biography of this most extraordinary and prolific
American writer. The second volume in this masterful biography finds Hughes rooting himself in
Harlem, receiving stimulation from his rich cultural surroundings. Here he rethought his view of art
and radicalism, and cultivated relationships with younger, more militant writers such as Richard
Wright, Ralph Ellison, James Baldwin, and Amiri Bakara. Rampersads Afterword to volume two looks
further into his influence and how it expanded beyond the literary as a result of his love of jazz and
blues, his opera and musical theater collaborations, and his participation in radio and television. In
addition, Rempersad explores the controversial matter of Hughess sexuality and the possibility that,
despite a lack of clear evidence, Hughes was homosexual. Exhaustively researched in archival
collections throughout the country, especially in the Langston Hughes papers at Yale Universitys
Beinecke Library, and featuring fifty illustrations per volume, this anniversary edition will offer a
new generation of readers entrance to the life and mind of one of the twentieth centurys greatest
artists.
  early autumn langston hughes: Pre-GED Literature and the Arts Contemporary Books, Cathy
Yed D. Niemet, 1995-09 Skill development for students wanting to pursue a high school equivelancy
program in literature and the arts. Nonfiction, fiction, poetry, drama, and commentaries on the arts.
  early autumn langston hughes: Langston Hughes W. Jason Miller, 2020-01-24 As the first
black author in America to make his living exclusively by writing, Langston Hughes inspired a
generation of writers and activists. One of the pioneers of jazz poetry, Hughes led the Harlem
Renaissance, while Martin Luther King, Jr., invoked Hughes’s signature metaphor of dreaming in his
speeches. In this new biography, W. Jason Miller illuminates Hughes’s status as an international
literary figure through a compelling look at the relationship between his extraordinary life and his
canonical works. Drawing on unpublished letters and manuscripts, Miller addresses Hughes’s often
ignored contributions to the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s, as well as his complex and
well-guarded sexuality, and repositions him as a writer rather than merely the most beloved African
American poet of the twentieth century.
  early autumn langston hughes: Modes of Narrative Helmut Bonheim, 1990
  early autumn langston hughes: The Long Voyage Malcolm Cowley, 2014-01-06 Critic, poet,
editor, chronicler of the Lost Generation, elder statesman of the Republic of Letters, Malcolm
Cowley (1898-1989) was an eloquent witness to American literary and political life. His letters,
mostly unpublished, provide a self-portrait of Cowley and his time and make possible a full
appreciation of his long, varied career.
  early autumn langston hughes: The Life of Langston Hughes Arnold Rampersad, 2002-01-10
February 1, 2002 marks the 100th birthday of Langston Hughes. To commemorate the centennial of
his birth, Arnold Rampersad has contributed new Afterwords to both volumes of his highly-praised
biography of this most extraordinary and prolific American writer. The second volume in this



masterful biography finds Hughes rooting himself in Harlem, receiving stimulation from his rich
cultural surroundings. Here he rethought his view of art and radicalism, and cultivated relationships
with younger, more militant writers such as Richard Wright, Ralph Ellison, James Baldwin, and Amiri
Bakara. Rampersad's Afterword to volume two looks further into his influence and how it expanded
beyond the literary as a result of his love of jazz and blues, his opera and musical theater
collaborations, and his participation in radio and television. In addition, Rempersad explores the
controversial matter of Hughes's sexuality and the possibility that, despite a lack of clear evidence,
Hughes was homosexual. Exhaustively researched in archival collections throughout the country,
especially in the Langston Hughes papers at Yale University's Beinecke Library, and featuring fifty
illustrations per volume, this anniversary edition will offer a new generation of readers entrance to
the life and mind of one of the twentieth century's greatest artists.
  early autumn langston hughes: MAKING PEOPLES MUSIC GOLDSMITH PETER D,
1998-04-17 During his nearly 40-year tenure with Folkways Records, Moe Asch, the company's
founder, amassed a catalog of almost 2,200 recordings that had expanded the definition of American
folk music and introduced listeners to sounds from every corner of the world. This biography
provides a complete look at this iconoclastic figure. 24 photos.
  early autumn langston hughes: The Paper: The Life and Death of the New York Herald
Tribune Richard Kluger, 2021-04-12 Few American newspapers, perhaps none, have matched the
New York Herald Tribune in the crispness of its writing and editing, the bite of its commentators,
the range of its coverage and the clarity of its typography. The “Trib”, as it was affectionately called,
raised newspapering to an art form. It had an influence and importance out of all proportion to its
circulation. During the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln went to great lengths to retain the support of its
co-founder, Horace Greeley. President Eisenhower felt it was such an important institution and
Republican organ that he helped broker its sale to its last owner, multimillionaire John Hay Whitney.
The Trib’s spectacularly distinguished staffers and contributors included Karl Marx, Tom Wolfe,
Walter Lippmann, Dorothy Thompson, Virgil Thomson, Eugenia Sheppard, Red Smith, Heywood
Broun, Walter Kerr, Homer Bigart, and brothers Joseph and Stewart Alsop. At the close of World
War II, the Herald Tribune, the marriage of two newspapers that had done more than any others to
create modern daily journalism, was at its apex of power and prestige. Yet just twenty-one years
later, its influence still palpable in every newsroom across the nation, the Trib was gone. This is the
story The Paper, a 1986 finalist of the National Book Award for Nonfiction and winner of the George
Polk Prize, tells. “Probably the best book ever written about an American newspaper. But it is more
than that — a brilliant piece of social history that recounts in vivid and telling detail the changing
conception of ‘news’ in America... The book is chockablock with marvelous yarns... And what a cast
of characters Kluger has to work with... Some of the most vivid pages in The Paper are Kluger’s
portraits of these arresting personalities.” — J. Anthony Lukas, The Boston Globe “Monumental...
with a narrative sweep that is always absorbing and sometimes breathtaking... What invigorates this
history is Mr. Kluger’s enthusiasm for his subject, which is apparent everywhere in the loving detail
with which he tells the story... and in the liveliness of the prose with which he profiles some of the
Tribune’s more unusual personalities.” — Christopher Lehmann-Haupt, The New York Times
“Engrossing... if there is a better book about an American newspaper, I am unaware of it... It is
loaded to the gunnels with newspaper anecdotes, but at its core The Paper is a book about the
relationship between the press and the powerful, the press and the wealthy.” — Jonathan Yardley,
Washington Post Book World “The romance of The Front Page, genteel anti-Semitism, the disaster of
newspaper labor relations, and the rise and fall of newspaper fortunes. All are there in The Paper. It
is irresistible.” — Anthony Lewis “Compelling... most delightfully so when Mr. Kluger is limning the
words and deeds of the people who made The Paper crackle with vitality for more than a century...
He does a remarkable job of bringing these people to life on the printed page.” — David Shaw, The
New York Times Book Review “Remarkable... a fascinating account of a greatness that once was...
This book will hold you in its narrative grip as you revel in a story of a grand venture and epic
characters... Here the history of a newspaper is a graphic presentation of a nation’s life.” — Kirkus



Reviews “Richard Kluger is uniquely qualified to tell this tale... He brings a novelist’s imagination to
some vivid material.” — Paul Gray, Time Magazine “Fascinating from start to finish, the best book
about American journalism since Swanberg’s Citizen Hearst. Huge and engrossing.” — Larry Lee,
San Francisco Chronicle “A magnificently romantic history not only of the ill-fated New York Herald
Tribune but of New York newspapering generally... peopled with unforgettable heroes and knaves.”
— Robert Sherrill, Chicago Sun-Times
  early autumn langston hughes: The Columbia Granger's Index to Poetry , 1994
  early autumn langston hughes: The Ways of White Folks Langston Hughes, 2011-09-07 A
collection of vibrant and incisive short stories depicting the sometimes humorous, but more often
tragic interactions between Black people and white people in America in the 1920s and ‘30s. One of
the most important writers to emerge from the Harlem Renaissance, Langston Hughes may be best
known as a poet, but these stories showcase his talent as a lively storyteller. His work blends
elements of blues and jazz, speech and song, into a triumphant and wholly original idiom. Stories
included in this collection: Cora Unashamed Slave on the Block Home Passing A Good Job Gone
Rejuvenation Through Joy The Blues I'm Playing Red-Headed Baby Poor Little Black Fellow Little
Dog Berry Mother and Child One Christmas Eve Father and Son
  early autumn langston hughes: Scope/reading , 1965
  early autumn langston hughes: The Oxford Critical and Cultural History of Modernist
Magazines Peter Brooker, Andrew Thacker, 2009 This volume contains 44 original essays on the role
of periodicals in the United States and Canada. Over 120 magazines are discussed by expert
contributors, completely reshaping our understanding of the construction and emergence of
modernism.
  early autumn langston hughes: Flight Sherman Alexie, 2013-10-15 From the National Book
Award–winning author of The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, the tale of a troubled
boy’s trip through history. Half Native American and half Irish, fifteen-year-old “Zits” has spent
much of his short life alternately abused and ignored as an orphan and ward of the foster care
system. Ever since his mother died, he’s felt alienated from everyone, but, thanks to the alcoholic
father whom he’s never met, especially disconnected from other Indians. After he runs away from
his latest foster home, he makes a new friend. Handsome, charismatic, and eloquent, Justice soon
persuades Zits to unleash his pain and anger on the uncaring world. But picking up a gun leads Zits
on an unexpected time-traveling journey through several violent moments in American history,
experiencing life as an FBI agent during the civil rights movement, a mute Indian boy during the
Battle of Little Bighorn, a nineteenth-century Indian tracker, and a modern-day airplane pilot. When
Zits finally returns to his own body, “he begins to understand what it means to be the hero, the
villain and the victim. . . . Mr. Alexie succeeds yet again with his ability to pierce to the heart of
matters, leaving this reader with tears in her eyes” (The New York Times Book Review). Sherman
Alexie’s acclaimed novels have turned a spotlight on the unique experiences of modern-day Native
Americans, and here, the New York Times–bestselling author of The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight
in Heaven and The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian takes a bold new turn, combining
magical realism with his singular humor and insight. This ebook features an illustrated biography of
Sherman Alexie including rare photos from the author’s personal collection.
  early autumn langston hughes: Brown Girl Dreaming Jacqueline Woodson, 2014-08-28 A
New York Times Bestseller and National Book Award Winner Jacqueline Woodson, the acclaimed
author of Red at the Bone, tells the moving story of her childhood in mesmerizing verse. Raised in
South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid poems, she
shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the
remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and
powerful, each poem is both accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a child’s
soul as she searches for her place in the world. Woodson’s eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of
finding her voice through writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a child.
Her love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted writer she



was to become. A National Book Award Winner A Newbery Honor Book A Coretta Scott King Award
Winner Praise for Jacqueline Woodson: Ms. Woodson writes with a sure understanding of the
thoughts of young people, offering a poetic, eloquent narrative that is not simply a story . . . but a
mature exploration of grown-up issues and self-discovery.”—The New York Times Book Review
  early autumn langston hughes: Educating Harlem Ansley T. Erickson, Ernest Morrell,
2019-11-12 Over the course of the twentieth century, education was a key site for envisioning
opportunities for African Americans, but the very schools they attended sometimes acted as
obstacles to black flourishing. Educating Harlem brings together a multidisciplinary group of
scholars to provide a broad consideration of the history of schooling in perhaps the nation’s most
iconic black community. The volume traces the varied ways that Harlem residents defined and
pursued educational justice for their children and community despite consistent neglect and
structural oppression. Contributors investigate the individuals, organizations, and initiatives that
fostered educational visions, underscoring their breadth, variety, and persistence. Their essays span
the century, from the Great Migration and the Harlem Renaissance through the 1970s fiscal crisis
and up to the present. They tell the stories of Harlem residents from a wide variety of social
positions and life experiences, from young children to expert researchers to neighborhood mothers
and ambitious institution builders who imagined a dynamic array of possibilities from modest
improvements to radical reshaping of their schools. Representing many disciplinary perspectives,
the chapters examine a range of topics including architecture, literature, film, youth and adult
organizing, employment, and city politics. Challenging the conventional rise-and-fall narratives
found in many urban histories, the book tells a story of persistent struggle in each phase of the
twentieth century. Educating Harlem paints a nuanced portrait of education in a storied community
and brings much-needed historical context to one of the most embattled educational spaces today.
  early autumn langston hughes: Standard Catalog for High School Libraries H.W. Wilson
Company, 1987 Each vol. is divided into 2 parts 1st-7th ed.: Dictionary catalog and Classified
catalog; 8th-9th ed. have 3rd. part: Directory of publishers.
  early autumn langston hughes: African-American Writers Philip Bader, 2014-05-14
African-American authors have consistently explored the political dimensions of literature and its
ability to affect social change. African-American literature has also provided an essential framework
for shaping cultural identity and solidarity. From the early slave narratives to the folklore and dialect
verse of the Harlem Renaissance to the modern novels of today
  early autumn langston hughes: Scholastic Scope : Literature Katherine Robinson, 1991
  early autumn langston hughes: The Mule-Bone Zora Neale Hurston, 2023-12-12 This story
begins in Eatonville, Florida, on a Saturday afternoon with Jim and Dave fighting for Daisy's
affection. An argument breaks out between two men, and Jim picks up a hock bone from a mule and
knocks Dave out. Because of that Jim gets arrested and is held for trial in Joe Clarke's barn. When
the trial begins the townspeople are divided along religious lines: Jim's Methodist supporters sit on
one side of the church, Dave's Baptist supporters on the other. The issue to be decided at the trial is
whether or not Jim has committed a crime.
  early autumn langston hughes: Senior High Core Collection Raymond W. Barber, Patrice
Bartell, 2007 Features annotations for more than 6,200 works in the main volume (2007), and more
than 2,400 new titles in three annual supplements published 2008 through 2010. New coverage of
biographies, art, sports, Islam, the Middle East, cultural diversity, and other contemporary topics
keeps your library's collection as current as today's headlines.
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