fences august wilson full play

fences august wilson full play is a powerful piece of American theatre that explores
themes of family, race, ambition, and disappointment in mid-20th century Pittsburgh. In
this article, you’ll discover an in-depth analysis of August Wilson’s celebrated work, its
historical context, major plot points, character breakdowns, and the enduring impact it has
on audiences and critics alike. Whether you're a student, theatre lover, or simply looking for
a comprehensive summary and review of the full play, you’ll find everything you need here.
We’ll delve into the symbolism of fences, the play’s most memorable scenes, and the
critical reception it received since debuting on Broadway. By the end, you will have a
nuanced understanding of why "Fences" remains a cornerstone of American drama and a
must-read for anyone interested in the intersection of art and society.
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Overview of Fences by August Wilson

"Fences" is a critically acclaimed play written by August Wilson, premiering in 1985 as part
of his ten-play Pittsburgh Cycle. The full play is set in 1950s Pittsburgh and centers on Troy
Maxson, a former Negro League baseball player turned sanitation worker, his wife Rose,
and their son Cory. Wilson’s masterful storytelling addresses the complexities of African
American life during segregation, capturing struggles with identity, generational conflict,
and the pursuit of the American Dream. The play’s dialogue is rich and authentic, drawing
audiences into the emotional heart of the Maxson family. Its realistic depiction of daily life
and nuanced exploration of personal and societal barriers make "Fences" a timeless work
that continues to resonate.



Historical Context and Setting

1950s America and the African American Experience

"Fences" takes place in the 1950s, a period marked by significant social and racial
challenges for African Americans. Post-World War Il America saw the rise of civil rights
activism, but also persistent segregation and limited opportunities for minorities. August
Wilson captures this era through the lens of a working-class black family in Pittsburgh,
highlighting the frustrations and hopes that defined the time.

Pittsburgh as a Backdrop

Wilson sets the full play in Pittsburgh’s Hill District, a vibrant African American
neighborhood where he himself grew up. The city’s industrial backdrop and close-knit
community inform the characters’ lives, providing authenticity and depth to the narrative.
The setting plays a vital role in shaping the play’s atmosphere and the characters’
experiences.

Major Themes in Fences

Race and Inequality

One of the central themes in "Fences August Wilson full play" is the impact of racial
discrimination on individual aspirations. Troy Maxson’s past as a talented athlete who was
barred from Major League Baseball due to his race reflects broader societal injustices. The
play critiques the limitations imposed on African Americans and explores the generational
consequences of such inequality.

Family and Responsibility

The dynamics within the Maxson family form the emotional core of the play. Themes of
responsibility, sacrifice, and the tension between personal desires and familial obligations
are explored through Troy’s interactions with Rose and Cory. Wilson examines how
unfulfilled dreams can shape relationships and influence parenting styles.

The Symbolic Fence

The construction of a physical fence in the Maxson yard serves as a metaphor for emotional
barriers, protection, and division. The fence symbolizes Rose’s desire to keep her family
together and Troy’s efforts to keep the world out. The motif recurs throughout the full play,



offering insight into the characters’ motivations and conflicts.

Race and opportunity

Family loyalty and betrayal

Dreams deferred

Masculinity and pride

Forgiveness and reconciliation

Plot Summary of the Full Play

Act I: Building the Fence

The play opens with Troy Maxson and his friend Jim Bono discussing life, work, and Troy’s
former baseball career. Troy’s wife Rose encourages him to build a fence around their yard,
a project that becomes symbolic throughout the drama. Tensions arise as Troy’s
stubbornness and pride affect his relationships, especially with Cory, who hopes to earn a
football scholarship.

Act 1l: Shattered Dreams and Family Conflict

As the fence nears completion, Troy's secrets and past decisions come to light. A major
turning point occurs when Troy’s affair results in a child, straining his marriage to Rose.
Cory and Troy clash over Cory’s future, with Troy refusing to support his son’s football
ambitions due to his own disappointments. The emotional climax is marked by
confrontation, heartbreak, and ultimately, the breakdown of family unity.

Resolution and Legacy

The play concludes with Troy’s death and the family gathering for his funeral. Rose, Cory,
and the other characters grapple with Troy’s legacy, forgiveness, and the meaning of
family. The fence, now completed, stands as a testament to the trials and bonds that
defined the Maxson family’s journey.



Character Analysis

Troy Maxson

Troy is a complex protagonist whose life is shaped by hardship and unfulfilled potential. His
imposing presence, stubbornness, and deep sense of responsibility both protect and
alienate his loved ones. Troy’s journey from baseball stardom to a blue-collar life
encapsulates the frustrations of many African Americans of his era.

Rose Maxson

Rose is the emotional anchor of the play, representing resilience, compassion, and
perseverance. Her support for her family, despite Troy’s betrayals, highlights her strength
and unwavering commitment. Rose’s desire to build the fence reflects her longing for unity
and stability.

Cory Maxson

Cory symbolizes the next generation’s struggle for opportunity and self-determination. His
conflict with Troy over football represents broader tensions between tradition and progress,
and between the sacrifices of parents and the ambitions of children.

Supporting Characters

Other key characters include Jim Bono, Troy’s loyal friend; Gabriel, Troy’s brother whose
war injury led to mental instability; and Lyons, Troy’s son from a previous relationship,
whose pursuit of music contrasts with Troy’s practicality.

1. Troy Maxson - conflicted patriarch
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. Rose Maxson - devoted wife and mother
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. Cory Maxson - ambitious son

4. Jim Bono - loyal friend
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. Gabriel Maxson - Troy’s brother
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. Lyons Maxson - Troy’s elder son



Symbolism and Motifs

The Fence as Metaphor

The fence represents both protection and division. For Rose, it is a means to keep loved
ones close. For Troy, it becomes a barrier against external threats and internal fears. This
duality underscores the emotional complexity of the play.

Baseball Imagery

Baseball serves as a recurring motif, symbolizing lost dreams and the struggle for fairness.
Troy’s references to baseball reflect his attempts to rationalize life's challenges and impart
wisdom to his son, even as they highlight generational divides.

Death and Redemption

Death is an ever-present theme, with Troy frequently personifying it in his storytelling. The
play ultimately explores redemption, forgiveness, and the possibility of healing after loss,
making the narrative both universal and deeply personal.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Award-Winning Success

Since its premiere, "Fences August Wilson full play" has garnered widespread acclaim,
winning the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1987 and multiple Tony Awards. Critics have praised
Wilson’s authentic dialogue, vivid characterization, and incisive exploration of race and
family.

Continued Relevance

The play’s themes remain pertinent, resonating with contemporary audiences who grapple
with similar issues of identity, generational conflict, and social barriers. "Fences" has
become a staple in educational curricula and is regularly staged worldwide, cementing its
status as a classic of American theatre.



Notable Productions and Adaptations

Broadway and Beyond

"Fences" debuted on Broadway in 1987 with James Earl Jones and Mary Alice in leading
roles. Subsequent revivals, including the 2010 production starring Denzel Washington and
Viola Davis, brought fresh interpretation and renewed acclaim.

Film Adaptation

In 2016, Denzel Washington directed and starred in the film adaptation of "Fences," which
received critical and commercial success. Viola Davis’s performance earned her an
Academy Award, further highlighting the play’s enduring impact and relevance.

Influence on American Culture

"Fences" continues to influence writers, directors, and audiences, serving as a touchstone
for discussions about race, family, and the American experience. Its themes and characters
are frequently referenced in literature, film, and academic studies.

Q&A: Trending and Relevant Questions About
Fences August Wilson Full Play

Q: What is the central conflict in "Fences" by August
Wilson?

A: The central conflict revolves around Troy Maxson’s struggles with his past
disappointments, his relationship with his family, and his inability to let go of his bitterness,
which affects his son Cory’s future and his marriage to Rose.

Q: What does the fence symbolize in the play?

A: The fence symbolizes both division and protection. For Rose, it represents keeping her
loved ones together, while for Troy, it serves as a metaphorical barrier against external
threats and emotional vulnerability.



Q: Who are the main characters in "Fences"?

A: The main characters are Troy Maxson, Rose Maxson, Cory Maxson, Jim Bono, Gabriel
Maxson, and Lyons Maxson. Each plays a significant role in exploring the play’s themes of
family, ambition, and regret.

Q: Why did August Wilson write "Fences"?

A: August Wilson wrote "Fences" as part of his Pittsburgh Cycle to illuminate the African
American experience in different decades, highlighting the impact of segregation, family
dynamics, and personal dreams.

Q: How does "Fences" address generational
differences?

A: The play explores generational differences through the conflict between Troy and Cory,
focusing on contrasting values, opportunities, and the legacy of racial discrimination.

Q: What awards has "Fences" won?

A: "Fences" won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1987, multiple Tony Awards including Best
Play, and numerous accolades for its Broadway and film adaptations.

Q: What is the setting of "Fences"?

A: The play is set in Pittsburgh’s Hill District during the 1950s, providing a realistic backdrop
for the Maxson family’s struggles and aspirations.

Q: Who starred in the 2016 film adaptation of "Fences"?

A: The 2016 film adaptation starred Denzel Washington as Troy Maxson and Viola Davis as
Rose Maxson, both of whom received critical acclaim for their performances.

Q: How does "Fences" explore the theme of
forgiveness?

A: "Fences" explores forgiveness through Rose’s ability to move forward after Troy’s
betrayal and Cory’s reconciliation with his father’'s memory during the play’s conclusion.

Q: Why is "Fences" considered a classic of American
drama?

A: "Fences" is considered a classic due to its profound exploration of universal themes,
authentic characters, and its significant contribution to the understanding of the African



American experience in theatre.
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