do not go gentle by sherman alexie

do not go gentle by sherman alexie is a thought-provoking short story that has captured the
attention of readers and literary critics alike. This article provides a comprehensive analysis of
Sherman Alexie’s celebrated work, highlighting its core themes, narrative techniques, and cultural
significance. Readers will discover a detailed summary of the story, explore its major motifs, and
examine the powerful messages embedded within the text. The article also delves into the character
development, literary devices, and the impact of Alexie’s unique writing style. Whether you are a
student, educator, or literature enthusiast, this guide offers valuable insights and context to deepen
your understanding of "do not go gentle by sherman alexie." Continue reading to uncover a rich
exploration of the story’s influence, symbolism, and relevance in contemporary literature.
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Overview of "do not go gentle by sherman alexie"

"do not go gentle by sherman alexie" is a short story that showcases Alexie’s command of humor,
pathos, and cultural insight. Known for his contributions to Native American literature, Alexie crafts
a narrative that is both deeply personal and universally resonant. The story centers on a Native
American couple dealing with their newborn son’s critical illness in a hospital, offering a blend of
poignant emotion and dark comedy. Through its unique perspective, the work explores themes of
hope, despair, and the complexities of modern life. Alexie’s storytelling, marked by vivid
characterization and incisive commentary, has established "do not go gentle" as a significant piece
in his literary canon.

Plot Summary and Key Events



Setting and Opening Scene

The story is set in a hospital in Seattle, where a Native American couple faces the harrowing reality
of their infant son’s uncertain future. The sterile environment of the hospital amplifies the emotional
turmoil experienced by the parents, setting the tone for a narrative filled with both anguish and
resilience.

Central Conflict

The main conflict arises as the parents struggle to find hope and meaning while their child remains
in a coma. Desperate for comfort, the father ventures out in search of something to lift their spirits,
leading to an unexpected and humorous turn of events.

Key Events and Climax

e The father’s trip to a toy store, where he impulsively purchases a vibrator named "Chocolate
Thunder" after failing to find a suitable baby gift.

e His return to the hospital, where the vibrator becomes a symbol of hope and laughter amidst
despair.

e The couple’s decision to use humor as a coping mechanism, transforming their approach to a
seemingly hopeless situation.

e The subtle shift in the narrative as the parents experience a renewed sense of connection and
resilience.

Resolution

While the story does not provide a definitive resolution to the child’s illness, it ends on a note of
acceptance and perseverance. The parents’ choice to embrace humor and unconventional hope
reflects the broader message of survival in the face of adversity.

Major Themes and Motifs in "do not go gentle by
sherman alexie"

Hope and Despair

One of the central themes of "do not go gentle by sherman alexie" is the tension between hope and
despair. The parents’ journey highlights the struggle to maintain optimism during life’s most
challenging moments. Alexie uses humor to demonstrate how laughter can coexist with pain,



offering a form of resistance against overwhelming sadness.

Parenthood and Vulnerability

The story explores the vulnerability that comes with parenthood, especially in the face of a child’s
suffering. The father and mother’s experiences reflect the universal fears and anxieties associated
with caring for a loved one in crisis.

Humor as Survival Mechanism

¢ Alexie employs humor throughout the story as a means of coping with trauma.

e The use of the vibrator as an absurd yet hopeful symbol illustrates how laughter can provide
solace in dire situations.

» This motif emphasizes the role of unconventional strategies in surviving emotional hardship.

Cultural Identity and Representation

Sherman Alexie’s background as a Native American writer informs the story’s cultural context. The
parents’ navigation of the hospital system, their interactions with non-Native staff, and their internal
reflections reveal the complexities of Native identity in contemporary America.

Character Analysis

The Father

The father serves as the primary narrator and emotional anchor of the story. His actions and
observations illuminate the depth of his desperation and his willingness to embrace unconventional
solutions. Through his humor and vulnerability, readers gain insight into his inner turmoil and
resilience.

The Mother

The mother’s silent strength and emotional sensitivity provide a counterbalance to the father’s
antics. Her reactions to the situation reflect the pain and hope shared by many parents in crisis,
underscoring the universal nature of the story’s themes.

Supporting Characters

e The hospital staff, who represent the impersonal nature of medical institutions.



e The infant son, whose condition serves as the catalyst for the narrative’s emotional journey.

e The toy store employee, whose brief interaction with the father adds a layer of comic relief.

Literary Devices and Narrative Style

Use of Humor and Irony

Alexie’s use of humor and irony is a hallmark of his writing style. In "do not go gentle by sherman
alexie," comedy is intertwined with tragedy, allowing readers to confront difficult emotions through
laughter. The juxtaposition of a medical crisis with the absurdity of the vibrator purchase
exemplifies this technique.

Symbolism

Symbolism plays a significant role in the story. The vibrator, named "Chocolate Thunder," becomes
an unlikely emblem of hope, subverting expectations and challenging conventional ideas of comfort.
The hospital itself serves as a metaphor for vulnerability and institutional indifference.

Dialogue and Narrative Voice

» Alexie’s dialogue is sharp, realistic, and often laced with dark humor.

e The first-person narrative offers intimacy and immediacy, drawing readers into the
protagonist’s emotional landscape.

e The narrative voice balances seriousness with levity, enhancing the story’s impact.

Cultural Context and Significance

Native American Experience

"do not go gentle by sherman alexie" is deeply rooted in the Native American experience, addressing
issues of cultural identity, marginalization, and survival. The story’s setting and character dynamics
reflect broader societal themes, such as access to healthcare and the search for dignity within
dominant institutions.



Impact on Contemporary Literature

Sherman Alexie’s work has contributed significantly to the visibility and representation of Native
American voices in modern literature. "do not go gentle" stands as an example of how storytelling
can bridge cultural divides and foster empathy among diverse audiences.

Impact and Reception of "do not go gentle by sherman
alexie"

Critical Acclaim

Since its publication, "do not go gentle by sherman alexie" has received widespread praise for its
originality, emotional depth, and candid exploration of difficult subjects. Critics have highlighted
Alexie’s ability to blend humor with heartbreak, creating a narrative that is both engaging and
meaningful.

Reader Response

e Many readers have connected with the story’s depiction of parental love and resilience.
e The story’s humor has been noted as both a coping mechanism and a tool for social critique.

e [ts exploration of cultural identity has resonated with audiences seeking diverse perspectives
in literature.

Legacy

"do not go gentle by sherman alexie" remains a staple in discussions of contemporary short fiction
and Native American literature. Its lasting influence is evident in academic circles, literary
anthologies, and the continued interest from readers worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the main theme of "do not go gentle by sherman
alexie"?

A: The main theme is the struggle between hope and despair, especially in the context of parenthood
and crisis, with humor serving as a key survival mechanism.



Q: Who are the central characters in the story?

A: The central characters are a Native American father and mother coping with their infant son’s
critical illness in a hospital.

Q: How does Sherman Alexie use humor in the story?

A: Alexie uses humor to provide relief from emotional pain, employing irony and absurdity—most
notably through the purchase of a vibrator—to highlight resilience and unconventional hope.

Q: What is the significance of the vibrator in the narrative?

A: The vibrator, "Chocolate Thunder," becomes a symbol of hope and laughter, challenging
traditional notions of comfort and coping in times of crisis.

Q: How does the story address cultural identity?

A: The narrative reflects the Native American experience, exploring themes of marginalization,
cultural representation, and navigating mainstream institutions.

Q: What literary devices are prominent in "do not go gentle by
sherman alexie"?

A: Prominent literary devices include irony, symbolism, sharp dialogue, and a blend of serious and
comedic narrative voice.

Q: In which collection was "do not go gentle" published?

A: The story appears in Sherman Alexie’s acclaimed collection "Ten Little Indians."

Q: Why is "do not go gentle by sherman alexie" considered
influential?

A: Tts blend of humor and pathos, cultural commentary, and unique narrative voice have made it a
significant contribution to contemporary and Native American literature.

Q: What is the tone of the story?

A: The tone alternates between somber and comedic, reflecting the emotional complexity of the
parents’ situation.



Q: How has the story been received by critics and readers?

A: The story has received critical acclaim for its originality and emotional impact, and many readers
praise its honest portrayal of parental love and cultural identity.

Do Not Go Gentle By Sherman Alexie
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Do Not Go Gentle by Sherman Alexie: A Deep Dive into
Loss, Legacy, and Language

Sherman Alexie's "Do Not Go Gentle," while sharing a title with Dylan Thomas's famous villanelle,
carves its own distinct path. It's not a simple imitation; instead, it's a powerful reimagining that
grapples with themes of mortality, cultural identity, and the enduring power of storytelling. This post
will delve deep into Alexie's poem, exploring its unique narrative voice, its powerful imagery, and its
profound implications. We'll unpack the poem’s complex relationship with Thomas's original,
examine its use of language, and ultimately understand why it continues to resonate with readers.

The Inheritance of Grief and the Power of Storytelling

Alexie's poem is not just about death; it's about the inheritance of grief, the weight of history, and
the desperate attempt to leave a legacy. The speaker, faced with the imminent death of his father,
confronts not only personal loss but also the loss of a cultural heritage. The poem's strength lies in
its ability to weave these personal and cultural losses together, making them inseparable and
profoundly moving. The father's story, his life, his struggles, become inextricably linked to the
speaker's own journey, highlighting the continuous cycle of life, death, and the passing of
knowledge. This isn't simply a lament; it's a testament to the enduring power of stories to connect
generations.

A Son's Plea and the Weight of Unspoken Words
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The poem utilizes a conversational tone, creating an intimate and emotionally charged connection
between the reader and the speaker. It isn't a formal elegy; instead, it feels like a desperate plea, a
last-ditch effort to communicate, to understand, and to honor. The weight of unspoken words, the
regrets, and the yearning for connection are palpable. Alexie masterfully uses the stark contrast
between the speaker's desperate attempts to connect with his dying father and the father's apparent
inability or unwillingness to fully engage. This creates a powerful sense of urgency and frustration.
The silence between them becomes as significant as the words spoken.

Language as a Bridge and a Barrier

Language itself plays a crucial role in the poem. It acts as both a bridge and a barrier between
father and son. The unspoken words, the cultural nuances lost in translation, the limitations of
expressing complex emotions - all contribute to the overall sense of frustration and loss. This is
particularly poignant considering Alexie's own experiences as a Native American writer navigating
the complexities of language and cultural identity. The poem subtly underscores the importance of
preserving and understanding the nuances of language to truly understand and connect with one's
heritage.

Echoes of Dylan Thomas: A Deliberate Reimagining

The title, "Do Not Go Gentle," immediately invokes Dylan Thomas's famous villanelle. However,
Alexie's poem is not merely an homage; it's a deliberate reimagining. While both poems grapple with
death, Alexie shifts the focus from a more generalized exploration of mortality to a deeply personal
and culturally specific experience. The structure, while sharing the thematic concern of mortality,
feels vastly different. Alexie's poem embraces a rawer, more conversational approach, stripping
away the formal elegance of the villanelle to expose the vulnerability and urgency of the speaker's
situation. This difference highlights Alexie’s unique voice and his ability to transform a familiar
structure into something entirely his own.

The Legacy of Resistance and Resilience

Ultimately, "Do Not Go Gentle" is a poem about resistance. It's a resistance against death, against
silence, and against the erasure of cultural memory. The speaker's struggle to connect with his
father, to understand his life, and to inherit his legacy is a testament to the resilience of the human
spirit in the face of overwhelming loss. The poem isn't about easy acceptance; it's about the messy,
painful, and ultimately necessary process of grieving and remembering. It’s a poignant reminder of
the importance of family, legacy, and the ongoing struggle to preserve cultural identity.



Conclusion

Sherman Alexie's "Do Not Go Gentle" is a powerful and moving poem that transcends its shared title
with Dylan Thomas's work. It's a deeply personal exploration of loss, cultural identity, and the
enduring power of storytelling, masterfully weaving together personal grief with broader societal
concerns. The poem's impact lies in its raw honesty, its conversational tone, and its powerful
portrayal of the complexities of familial relationships and the legacy of cultural heritage. Its lasting
resonance underscores the importance of confronting mortality and the challenges of preserving
cultural memory for future generations.

FAQs

1. How does Alexie's poem differ from Dylan Thomas's "Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night"?
Alexie's poem shares the title but departs significantly in its focus. While Thomas offers a more
general contemplation on mortality, Alexie centers his poem on the specific relationship between a
father and son within a Native American context, exploring themes of cultural inheritance and the
weight of unspoken words.

2. What is the significance of the conversational tone in Alexie's poem? The conversational tone
creates intimacy and immediacy, drawing the reader into the speaker's emotional turmoil. It allows
for a raw and unfiltered expression of grief and desperation, making the poem's impact even more
powerful.

3. How does the poem address the theme of cultural identity? The poem intertwines personal grief
with the loss of cultural heritage, highlighting the importance of preserving and understanding
cultural traditions and language. The unspoken words between father and son represent a broader
communication breakdown related to cultural understanding and transmission.

4. What is the role of language in the poem? Language acts as both a bridge and a barrier. While it is
used to try and connect father and son, its limitations and the unspoken words highlight the
difficulty of fully communicating complex emotions and cultural heritage across generations.

5. What is the overall message of "Do Not Go Gentle" by Sherman Alexie? The poem’s message is
multifaceted. It highlights the significance of family relationships, the pain and complexity of grief,
and the enduring power of stories to connect us across generations. It also underscores the
importance of actively resisting the erasure of cultural memory and preserving cultural heritage.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: The Impossible Will Take a Little While Paul Rogat Loeb,
2014-04-29 More relevant than ever, this seminal collection of essays encourages us to believe in the
power of ordinary citizens to change the world In today's turbulent world it's hard not to feel like
we're going backwards; after decades of striving, justice and equality still seem like far off goals.
What keeps us going when times get tough? How have the leaders and unsung heroes of
world-changing political movements persevered in the face of cynicism, fear, and seemingly
overwhelming odds? In The Impossible Will Take a Little While, they answer these questions in their



own words, creating a conversation among some of the most visionary and eloquent voices of our
times. Today, more than ever, we need their words and their wisdom. In this revised edition, Paul
Rogat Loeb has comprehensively updated this classic work on what it's like to go up against Goliath
-- whether South African apartheid, Mississippi segregation, Middle East dictatorships, or the
corporations driving global climate change. Without sugarcoating the obstacles, these stories inspire
hope to keep moving forward. Think of this book as a conversation among some of the most visionary
and eloquent voices of our times -- or any time: Contributors include Maya Angelou, Diane
Ackerman, Marian Wright Edelman, Wael Ghonim, Vaav Havel, Paul Hawken, Seamus Heaney,
Jonathan Kozol, Tony Kushner, Audre Lorde, Nelson Mandela, Bill McKibben, Bill Moyers, Pablo
Neruda, Mary Pipher, Arundhati Roy, Dan Savage, Desmond Tutu, Alice Walker, Cornel West, Terry
Tempest Williams, and Howard Zinn.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: Ten Little Indians Sherman Alexie, 2013-10-15 Los
Angeles Times Book Prize Finalist: A “stellar collection” of stories about navigating life off the
reservation, filled with laughter and heartbreak (People). In these lyrical, affectionate tales from the
author of The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian and The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight
in Heaven, characters navigate the crossroads of culture, battle stereotypes, and find themselves
through everything from politics to basketball. Richard, the narrator of “Lawyer’s League,” grows up
in Seattle, the son of “an African American giant who played defensive end for the University of
Washington Huskies” and “a petite Spokane Indian ballerina.” A woman is caught in a restaurant
when a suicide bomb goes off in “Can I Get a Witness.” And Estelle Walks Above (née Estelle Miller),
studies her way off the Spokane Indian Reservation and goes on to both enjoy and resent the
company of the white women of Seattle—who see her as a shamanic genius, and look to her for
guidance on everything from sex and fashion to spirituality. These and the other “warm, revealing,
invitingly roundabout stories” in Ten Little Indians run the gamut from earthy wit to sobering
emotional truth, mapping the outer reaches of the human heart (The New York Times Book Review).
From a New York Times-bestselling and National Book Award-winning author, these tales,
“rambunctious and exuberant, bristle with an edgy and mordant humor” (Chicago Tribune). This
ebook features an illustrated biography including rare photos from the author’s personal collection.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: Teaching for Social Justice? Connie E. North, 2015-12-03
Teaching for Social Justice? Voices from the Front Lines examines the process of four K-12
educators and a university-based researcher discussing, studying, and acting on the potential power
of social justice. Through frequent, lively, and complex meetings, these educators examine their
varying educational philosophies, practices, and teaching sites. Using experimental writing methods
and qualitative methodology, North bridges the great divide between teacher and academic
discourse. She analyzes the complex, interconnected competencies pursued in the name of social
justice, including functional, critical, relational, democratic, and visionary literacies. In doing so, she
reveals the power of cross-institutional, democratic inquiry on social issues in education.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: Make 'em Laugh! Zeke Jarvis, 2015-04-07 This
lighthearted and eye-opening book explores the role of comedy in cultural and political critiques of
American society from the past century. This unprecedented look at the history of satire in America
showcases the means by which our society is informed by humor—from the way we examine the
news, to how we communicate with each other, to what we seek out for entertainment. From
biographical information to critical reception of material and personalities, the book features
humorists from both literary and popular culture settings spanning the past 100 years. Through its
180 entries, this comprehensive volume covers a range of artists—individuals such as Joan Rivers,
Hunter S. Thompson, and Chris Rock—and topics, including vaudeville, cartoons, and live
performances. The content is organized by media and genre to showcase connections between
writers and performers. Chapters include an alphabetical listing of humorists grouped by television
and film stars, stand-up and performance comics, literary humorists, and humorists in popular print.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: Sherman Alexie Jeff Berglund, Jan Roush, 2011-10-31 A
collection of critical essays on the writing and films of American Indian author Sherman Alexie.




do not go gentle by sherman alexie: Reading the Canon Philipp Loffler, 2017-03-02
‘Reading the Canon’ explores the relation between the production of literary value and the problem
of periodization, tracing how literary tastes, particular reader communities, and sites of literary
learning shape the organization of literature in historical perspective. Rather than suggesting a
political critique of the canon, this book shows that the production of literary relevance and its tacit
hierarchies of value are necessary consequences of how reading and writing are organized as social
practices within different fields of literary activity. ‘Reading the Canon’ offers a comprehensive
theoretical account of the conundrums still defining contemporary debates about literary value; the
book also features a series of historically-inflected author studies—from classics, such as
Shakespeare and Thomas Pynchon, to less likely figures, such as John Neal and Owen Johnson—that
illustrate how the idea of literary relevance has been appropriated throughout history and across a
variety of national and transnational literary institutions.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: The Toughest Indian in the World Sherman Alexie,
2013-10-15 “Stunning” short stories by the National Book Award-winning author of The Lone
Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven (The Atlanta Journal-Constitution). In this bestselling volume
of stories, National Book Award winner Sherman Alexie challenges readers to see Native American
Indians as the complex, modern, real people they are. The tender and tenacious tales of The
Toughest Indian in the World introduce us to the one-hundred-eighteen-year-old Etta Joseph, former
co-star and lover of John Wayne, and to the unnamed narrator of the title story, a young Indian
journalist searching for togetherness one hitchhiker at a time. Countless other brilliant creations
leap from Alexie’s mind in these nine stories. Upwardly mobile Indians yearn for a more authentic
life, married Indian couples push apart while still cleaving together, and ordinary, everyday Indians
hunt for meaning in their lives. The Toughest Indian in the World combines anger, humor, and
beauty into radiant fictions, fiercely imagined, from one of America’s greatest writers. This ebook
features an illustrated biography including rare photos from the author’s personal collection.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: You Don't Have to Say You Love Me Sarra Manning,
2011 Sweet, bookish Neve Slater always plays by the rules. And the number one rule is that
good-natured fat girls like her don't get guys like gorgeous, handsome William, heir to Neve's heart
since university. But William's been in LA for three years, and Neve's been slimming down and
re-inventing herself so that when he returns, he'll fall head over heels in love with the new, improved
her. So she's not that interested in other men. Until her sister Celia points out that if Neve wants
William to think she's an experienced love-goddess and not the fumbling, awkward girl he left
behind, then she'd better get some, well, experience. What Neve needs is someone to show her the
ropes, someone like Celia's colleague Max. Wicked, shallow, sexy Max. And since he's such a
man-slut, and so not Neve's type, she certainly won't fall for him. Because William is the man for
her... right? Somewhere between losing weight and losing her inhibitions, Neve's lost her heart - but
to who?

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: Villanelles Annie Finch, Marie-Elizabeth Mali,
2012-03-06 The first of its kind--a comprehensive collection of the best of the villanelle, a delightful
poetic form whose popularity ranks only behind that of the sonnet and the haiku. With its intricate
rhyme scheme and dance-like pattern of repeating lines, its marriage of recurrence and surprise, the
villanelle is a form that has fascinated poets since its introduction almost two centuries ago. Many
well-known poets in the past have tried their hands at the villanelle, and the form is enjoying a
revival among poets writing today. The poems collected here range from the classic villanelles of the
nineteenth century to such famous and memorable examples as Dylan Thomas's Do not go gentle
into that good night, Elizabeth Bishop's One Art, and Sylvia Plath's Mad Girl's Love Song. Here too
are the cutting-edge works of contemporary poets, including Sherman Alexie, Lorna Dee Cervantes,
Rita Dove, Seamus Heaney, Paul Muldoon, and many others whose poems demonstrate the dazzling
variety that can be found within the parameters of a single, strict form.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: The Best American Poetry 2015 David Lehman,
Sherman Alexie, 2015-09-08 The premier anthology of contemporary American poetry continues



with an exceptional volume edited by award-winning novelist and poet Sherman Alexie, now with a
new essay by Alexie on reactions to the 2015 publication. Since its debut in 1988, The Best American
Poetry has become a mainstay for the direction and spirit of American poetry. Each volume in the
series presents the year’s most extraordinary new poems and writers. Guest editor Sherman Alexie’s
picks for The Best American Poetry 2015 highlight the depth and breadth of the American
experience. Culled from electronic and print journals, the poems showcase some of our leading
luminaries—Amy Gerstler, Terrance Hayes, Ron Padgett, Jane Hirshfield—and introduce a number of
outstanding younger poets taking their place in the limelight. A leading figure since his breakout
poetry collection The Business of Fancydancing in 1992, Sherman Alexie won the National Book
Award for his novel The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian. He describes himself as “lucky
enough to be a full-time writer” and has written short stories, novels, screenplays, and essays—but
he is at his core a poet. As always, series editor David Lehman’s foreword assessing the state of the
art kicks off the book, followed by an introductory essay in which Alexie discusses his selections. The
Best American Poetry 2015 is a guide to who’s who and what’s happening in American poetry today.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: Short Story Index , 2004

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: Indian Killer Sherman Alexie, 1996 A novel about a serial
killer who is terrorizing Seattle, hunting and scalping white men. The story evolves around John
Smith, who was born Indian and raised white, torn between two cultures and how he handles it.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: A Good Man Irv Broughton, 1993 This collection of
poetry, prose, and short stories expresses the passionate, sometimes conflicting emotions of
fatherhood--love, yearning, anger, compassion, respect, and awe--in works by Frank O'Connor,
James Dickey, Raymond Carver, John Updike, Ernest Hemingway, Dylan Thomas, and others.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: Balto and the Great Race (Totally True Adventures)
Elizabeth Cody Kimmel, 2009-09-02 Balto has a quiet life as a sled dog—until tragedy strikes.
Dozens of children in Nome become sick with diphtheria. Without antitoxin serum, they will
perish—and the closest supply is 650 miles away! The only way to get the serum to Nome is by sled,
but can the dogs deliver it in time? Heading bravely into a brutal blizzard, Balto leads the race for
life. A Kansas City Children’s Book Award for Grades 1-3

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: Contemporary Native American Authors Kay Juricek,
Kelly J. Morgan, 1997 This comprehensive reference brings together more than 290 Native
American writers. Brief biographies-often in the writers' own words-are furnished, along with
background information such as tribal affiliations, birthdates and education, awards, and publication
highlights. A broad range of fiction and nonfiction writers, poets, playwrights, storytellers, and
writers of other genres who have published since 1961 are included.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: The Outlaw Bible of American Literature Alan Kaufman,
Barney Rosset, Neil Ortenberg, 2004-12-30 The Outlaw Bible of American Literature will serve as a
primer for generational revolt and an enduring document of the visionary tradition of authenticity
and nonconformity in literature. This exuberant manifesto includes lives of the writers, on-the-scene
testimony, seminal underground articles never before collected, photographs, cartoons, drawings,
interviews, and, above all, the writings. Beat, Punk, Noir, Prison, Porn, Cyber, Queer, Anarchist,
Blue Collar, Pulp, Sci-Fi, Utopian, Mobster, Political—all are represented. The Bible includes fiction,
essays, letters, memoirs, journalism, lyrics, diaries, manifestoes, and selections from seminal film
scripts, including Easy Rider, Apocalypse Now, and Taxi Driver. The editors have brought together
an extravagant, eclectic, searing, and unforgettable body of work, showcasing Hustlers, Mavericks,
Contrarians, Rockers, Barbarians, Gangsters, Hedonists, Provocateurs, Hipsters, and
Revolutionaries—all in one raucous cauldron of rebellion and otherness. This prose companion to the
best-selling award-winning Outlaw Bible of American Poetry features selections from Hunter S.
Thompson, Exene Cervenka, Patti Smith, Dennis Cooper, Malcolm X, Sonny Barger, Maggie Estep,
Lenny Bruce, Henry Miller, R. Crumb, Philip K. Dick, Iceberg Slim, Gil Scott-Heron, Kathy Acker, Jim
Carroll, Charles Mingus, Norman Mailer, and many others.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: Smoke Signals Perfection Learning Corporation,



Sherman Alexie, 2010 Set in Arizona, Smoke Signals is the story of two Native American boys on a
journey. Victor is the stoic, handsome son of an alcoholic father who has abandoned his family.
Thomas is a gregarious, goofy young man who lost both his parents in a fire at a very young age.
Through storytelling, Thomas makes every effort to connect with the people around him: Victor, in
contrast, uses his quiet countenance to gain strength and confidence. When Victor's estranged
father dies, the two men embark on an adventure to Phoenix to collect the ashes. Along the way,
Smoke Signals illustrates the ties that bind these two very different young men and embraces the
lessons they learn from one another.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: Literature Robert DiYanni, 2001-07 This anthology
offers a lively introduction to the study of fiction, poetry, and drama, and is appropriate for
introduction to literature courses as well as literature-based composition courses. Known for its
clear presentation of the formal elements of literary analysis, DiYanni's Literature effectively
balances classical, modern, and contemporary works across the three major genres, blending
well-known writers with a diverse gathering of newer, international figures. This literary breadth is
supplemented by extensive coverage of writing about literature, making DiYanni an excellent
resource for literature instructors who want a full-featured anthology.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: War Dances Sherman Alexie, 2013-10-15 The
bestselling, award-winning author’s “fiercely freewheeling collection of stories and poems about the
tragicomedies of ordinary lives” (O, The Oprah Magazine). Winner of the PEN/Faulkner Award for
Fiction, War Dances blends short stories, poems, call-and-response, and more into something that
only Sherman Alexie could have written. Ordinary men stand at the threshold of profound change,
from a story about a famous writer caring for a dying but still willful father, to the tale of a young
Indian boy who learns to value his own life by appreciating the deaths of others. Perceptions change,
too, as “Another Proclamation” casts a shadow over Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation,
and “Invisible Dog on a Leash” limns the heartbreak of shattered childhood illusions. And nostalgia
for antiquated technology is tenderly rendered in “Ode to Mix Tapes” and “Ode for Pay Phones.”
With his versatile voice, Alexie explores love, betrayal, fatherhood, alcoholism, and art in this
spirited, soulful, and endlessly entertaining collection, transcending genre boundaries to create
something truly unique. This ebook features an illustrated biography including rare photos from the
author’s personal collection.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: Reservation Blues Sherman Alexie, 2013-10-15
DIVDIVWinner of the American Book Award and the Murray Morgan Prize, Sherman Alexie’s
brilliant first novel tells a powerful tale of Indians, rock 'n’ roll, and redemption/div Coyote Springs
is the only all-Indian rock band in Washington State—and the entire rest of the world. Thomas
Builds-the-Fire takes vocals and bass guitar, Victor Joseph hits lead guitar, and Junior Polatkin
rounds off the sound on drums. Backup vocals come from sisters Chess and Checkers Warm Water.
The band sings its own brand of the blues, full of poverty, pain, and loss—but also joy and
laughter.DIV It all started one day when legendary bluesman Robert Johnson showed up on the
Spokane Indian Reservation with a magical guitar, leaving it on the floor of Thomas Builds-the-Fire’s
van after setting off to climb Wellpinit Mountain in search of Big Mom./divDIV In Reservation Blues,
National Book Award winner Alexie vaults with ease from comedy to tragedy and back in a
tour-de-force outing powered by a collision of cultures: Delta blues and Indian rock. DIVThis ebook
features an illustrated biography including rare photos from the author’s personal
collection./div/divDIV/div/div

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: The Publishers Weekly , 2003

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: The Norton Anthology of American Literature Nina
Baym, 2003 Includes outstanding works of American poetry, prose, and fiction from the Colonial era
to the present day.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: We Talk, You Listen Vine Deloria, 2007-05-01 We Talk,
You Listen is strong, boldly unconventional medicine from Vine Deloria Jr. (1933-2005), one of the
most important voices of twentieth-century Native American affairs. Here the witty and insightful



Indian spokesman turns his penetrating vision toward the disintegrating core of American society.
Written at a time when the traditions of the formerly omnipotent Anglo-Saxon male were crumbling
under the pressures of a changing world, Deloria's book interprets racial conflict, inflation, the
ecological crisis, and power groups as symptoms rather than causes of the American malaise: The
glittering generalities and mythologies of American society no longer satisfy the need and desire to
belong, a theory as applicable today as it was in 1970. American Indian tribalism, according to
Deloria, was positioned to act as America's salvation. Deloria proposes a uniquely Indian solution to
the legacy of genocide, imperialism, capitalism, feudalism, and self-defeating liberalism: group
identity and real community development, a kind of neo-tribalism. He also offers a fascinating
cultural critique of the nascent tribes of the 1970s, indicting Chicanos, blacks, hippies, feminists,
and others as misguided because they lacked comprehensive strategies and were led by stereotypes
rather than an understanding of their uniqueness. Vine Deloria Jr. (Standing Rock Sioux, 1933-2005)
was the author of more than twenty books, including Custer Died for Your Sins, Behind the Trail of
Broken Treaties, and God Is Red. Suzan Shown Harjo (Cheyenne & Muscogee) is a poet, lecturer,
curator, columnist for Indian Country Today, policy advocate, and president of the Morning Star
Institute, a national Indian rights organization.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian
(National Book Award Winner) Sherman Alexie, 2012-01-10 A New York Times bestseller—over one
million copies sold! A National Book Award winner A Boston Globe-Horn Book Award winner
Bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the
Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his
troubled school on the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian
is the school mascot. Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a
Part-Time Indian, which is based on the author's own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings
by Ellen Forney that reflect the character's art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one
Native American boy as he attempts to break away from the life he was destined to live. With a
forward by Markus Zusak, interviews with Sherman Alexie and Ellen Forney, and black-and-white
interior art throughout, this edition is perfect for fans and collectors alike.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: Conversations with Sherman Alexie Sherman Alexie,
2009 Interviews with the Native American author of the short story collections Ten Little Indians
and The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven; the National Book Award-winning young adult
novel The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian; and the screenplay Smoke Signals

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: First Indian on the Moon Sherman Alexie, 1993 The
renowned Native American author offers a collection of poems, prose poems, mini-essays, and
fragments of stories, woven together in a tapestry of pain about death by fire and survival by
endurance on the Spokane Indian Reservation.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: One Stick Song Sherman Alexie, 2000 Poetry. Native
American Studies. Sherman Alexie's poems, fiction, and essays have won him an international
following since his first book, THE BUSINESS OF FANCYDANCING, was published to great acclaim
in 1992. SMOKE SIGNALS, the film he adapted from one of his stories and coproduced, enlarged his
audience still further. Alexie's honors include awards from the NEA, the Lila Wallace-Reader's
Digest Foundation, and the Washington State Arts Commission, and a citation as One of the 20 Best
American Novelists Under the Age of 40 from GRANTA magazine. An enrolled Spokane/Coeur
d'Alene Indian, Alexie lives in Seattle with his wife and son.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: The British Museum Is Falling Down David Lodge,
2012-07-31 The British Museum is Falling Down is a brilliant comic satire of academia, religion and
human entanglements. First published in 1965, it tells the story of hapless, scooter-riding young
research student Adam Appleby, who is trying to write his thesis but is constantly distracted - not
least by the fact that, as Catholics in the 1960s, he and his wife must rely on 'Vatican roulette' to
avoid a fourth child.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: The Education of Little Tree Forrest Carter,




2001-08-31 The Education of Little Tree has been embedded in controversy since the revelation that
the autobiographical story told by Forrest Carter was a complete fabrication. The touching novel,
which has entranced readers since it was first published in 1976, has since raised questions, many
unanswered, about how this quaint and engaging tale of a young, orphaned boy could have been
written by a man whose life was so overtly rooted in hatred. How can this story, now discovered to
be fictitious, fill our hearts with so much emotion as we champion Little Tree’s childhood lessons and
future successes? The Education of Little Tree tells with poignant grace the story of a boy who is
adopted by his Cherokee grandmother and half-Cherokee grandfather in the Appalachian Mountains
of Tennessee during the Great Depression. “Little Tree,” as his grandparents call him, is shown how
to hunt and survive in the mountains and taught to respect nature in the Cherokee Way—taking only
what is needed, leaving the rest for nature to run its course. Little Tree also learns the often callous
ways of white businessmen, sharecroppers, Christians, and politicians. Each vignette, whether
frightening, funny, heartwarming, or sad, teaches our protagonist about life, love, nature, work,
friendship, and family. A classic of its era and an enduring book for all ages, The Education of Little
Tree continues to share important lessons. Little Tree’s story allows us to reflect on the past and
look toward the future. It offers us an opportunity to ask ourselves what we have learned and where
it will take us.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: Pleasure Dome Yusef Komunyakaa, 2004-09-20 Yusef
Komunyakaa is best known for Neon Vernacular, which won the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry in 1994,
and for Dien Cai Dau, poems chronicling his experiences as a journalist in Vietnam. Pleasure Dome
gathers over two and a half decades of Komunyakaa'swork, 25 early uncollected poems and 18 new
poems.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: The Hired Girl Laura Amy Schlitz, 2015-09-08 Winner
of the 2016 Scott O’Dell Award for Historical Fiction A 2016 Association of Jewish Libraries Sydney
Taylor Award Winner Winner of the 2016 National Jewish Book Award for Children’s and Young
Adult Literature Newbery Medalist Laura Amy Schlitz brings her delicious wit and keen eye to early
twentieth-century America in a moving yet comedic tour de force. Fourteen-year-old Joan Skraggs,
just like the heroines in her beloved novels, yearns for real life and true love. But what hope is there
for adventure, beauty, or art on a hardscrabble farm in Pennsylvania where the work never ends?
Over the summer of 1911, Joan pours her heart out into her diary as she seeks a new, better life for
herself—because maybe, just maybe, a hired girl cleaning and cooking for six dollars a week can
become what a farm girl could only dream of—a woman with a future. Newbery Medalist Laura Amy
Schlitz relates Joan’s journey from the muck of the chicken coop to the comforts of a society
household in Baltimore (Electricity! Carpet sweepers! Sending out the laundry!), taking readers on
an exploration of feminism and housework; religion and literature; love and loyalty; cats, hats, and
bunions.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: Mortality Christopher Hitchens, 2012-08-25 The world's
greatest contrarian confronts his own death in this brave and unforgettable book. During the
American book tour for his memoir, Hitch-22, Christopher Hitchens collapsed in his hotel room with
excruciating pain in his chest. As he would later write in the first of a series of deeply moving Vanity
Fair pieces, he was being deported 'from the country of the well across the stark frontier that marks
off the land of malady.' Over the next year he experienced the full force of modern cancer treatment.
Mortality is at once an unsparingly honest account of the ravages of his disease, an examination of
cancer etiquette, and the coda to a lifetime of fierce debate and peerless prose. In this moving
personal account of illness, Hitchens confronts his own death - and he is combative and dignified,
eloquent and witty to the very last.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: Senior High Core Collection Raymond W. Barber,
Patrice Bartell, 2007 Features annotations for more than 6,200 works in the main volume (2007),
and more than 2,400 new titles in three annual supplements published 2008 through 2010. New
coverage of biographies, art, sports, Islam, the Middle East, cultural diversity, and other
contemporary topics keeps your library's collection as current as today's headlines.



do not go gentle by sherman alexie: Literature: Craft and Voice Alan Cheuse, Nicholas
Delbanco, 2012-01-21 Bringing writers to readers brings readers to writing. Today’s students do
read—we know that they read a significant amount of email, text messages, web pages, and even
magazines. What many do not do is read in a sustained way. Many do not come to college prepared
to read long texts, nor do they come with the tools necessary to analyze and synthesize what they
read. Nick Delbanco and Alan Cheuse have proven in their own teaching that when you improve
students’ ability and interest in reading, you will help them improve their writing. A new part 1 in
this edition frontloads information for students on both the writing process and the critical use of
sources. Bringing writers to students, brings students to writing. Literature: Craft and Voice is an
innovative Introductory Literature program designed to engage students in the reading of
Literature, all with a view to developing their reading, analytical, and written skills. Accompanied
by, and integrated with, video interviews of dozens of living authors who are featured in the text,
conducted by authors Nick Delbanco and Alan Cheuse specifically for use with their textbook, the
book provides a living voice for the literature on the page and creates a link between the student
and the authors of great works of literature. The first text of its kind, Literature: Craft and Voice
offers a more enjoyable and effective reading experience through its fresh, inviting design and
accompanying rich video program. Digital support is provided through CONNECT Literature which
will be totally integrated with the Blackboard CMS.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: The Snowy Day Ezra Jack Keats, 1976-10-28 Winner of
the 1963 Caldecott Medal! No book has captured the magic and sense of possibility of the first
snowfall better than The Snowy Day. Universal in its appeal, the story has become a favorite of
millions, as it reveals a child's wonder at a new world, and the hope of capturing and keeping that
wonder forever. The adventures of a little boy in the city on a very snowy day. Keats's sparse collage
illustrations capture the wonder and beauty a snowy day can bring to a small child.—Barnes & Noble
Ezra Jack Keats's classic The Snowy Day, winner of the 1963 Caldecott Medal, pays homage to the
wonder and pure pleasure a child experiences when the world is blanketed in snow.—Publisher's
Weekly The book is notable not only for its lovely artwork and tone, but also for its importance as a
trailblazer. According to Horn Book magazine, The Snowy Day was the very first full-color picture
book to feature a small black hero—yet another reason to add this classic to your shelves. It's as
unique and special as a snowflake.—Amazon.com

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: The Sound the Stars Make Rushing Through the
Sky Jane Johnston Schoolcraft, 2007 Introducing a dramatic new chapter to American Indian literary
history, this book brings to the public for the first time the complete writings of the first known
American Indian literary writer, Jane Johnston Schoolcraft (her English name) or
Bamewawagezhikaquay (her Ojibwe name), Woman of the Sound the Stars Make Rushing Through
the Sky (1800-1842). Beginning as early as 1815, Schoolcraft wrote poems and traditional stories
while also translating songs and other Ojibwe texts into English. Her stories were published in
adapted, unattributed versions by her husband, Henry Rowe Schoolcraft, a founding figure in
American anthropology and folklore, and they became a key source for Longfellow's sensationally
popular The Song of Hiawatha. As this volume shows, what little has been known about Schoolcraft's
writing and life only scratches the surface of her legacy. Most of the works have been edited from
manuscripts and appear in print here for the first time. The Sound the Stars Make Rushing Through
the Sky presents a collection of all Schoolcraft's extant writings along with a cultural and
biographical history. Robert Dale Parker's deeply researched account places her writings in relation
to American Indian and American literary history and the history of anthropology, offering the story
of Schoolcraft, her world, and her fascinating family as reinterpreted through her newly uncovered
writing. This book makes available a startling new episode in the history of American culture and
literature.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: The Gift of Rain Tan Twan Eng, 2022-02-03
LONGLISTED FOR THE MAN BOOKER PRIZE Penang, 1939. Being half Chinese and half English,
Philip Hutton always felt like he never belonged. That is until he befriends Hayato Endo, a



mysterious Japanese diplomat and master in the art of aikido. But when Japan invades Malaya, Philip
realises Endo bears a secret, one powerful enough to jeopardise everything he loves. This masterful
début conjures an unforgettable tale of courage, brutality, loyalty, deceit and love.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: The Turquoise Ledge Leslie Marmon Silko, 2010-10-07
A highly original and poetic self-portrait from one of America's most acclaimed writers. Leslie
Marmon Silko's new book, her first in ten years, combines memoir with family history and reflections
on the creatures and beings that command her attention and inform her vision of the world, taking
readers along on her daily walks through the arroyos and ledges of the Sonoran desert in Arizona.
Silko weaves tales from her family's past into her observations, using the turquoise stones she finds
on the walks to unite the strands of her stories, while the beauty and symbolism of the landscape
around her, and of the snakes, birds, dogs, and other animals that share her life and form part of her
family, figure prominently in her memories. Strongly influenced by Native American storytelling
traditions, The Turquoise Ledge becomes a moving and deeply personal contemplation of the
enormous spiritual power of the natural world-of what these creatures and landscapes can
communicate to us, and how they are all linked. The book is Silko's first extended work of nonfiction,
and its ambitious scope, clear prose, and inventive structure are captivating. The Turquoise Ledge
will delight loyal fans and new readers alike, and it marks the return of the unique voice and vision
of a gifted storyteller.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: Hell-Heaven Jhumpa Lahiri, 2015-07-28 Pranab
Chakraborty was a fellow Bengali from Calcutta who had washed up on the shores of Central
Square. Soon he was one of the family. From the winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the Frank
O’Connor International Short Story Award, a staggeringly beautiful and precise story about a
Bengali family in Cambridge, Massachusetts, the impossibilities of love, and the unanticipated
pleasures and complications of life in America. “Hell-Heaven” is Jhumpa Lahiri’s ode to the intimate
secrets of closest kin, from the acclaimed collection Unaccustomed Earth. An eBook short.

do not go gentle by sherman alexie: Counting by 7s Holly Goldberg Sloan, 2013-08-29 In the
tradition of Out of My Mind, Wonder, and Mockingbird, this is an intensely moving middle grade
novel about being an outsider, coping with loss, and discovering the true meaning of family. Willow
Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical conditions, who
finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with anyone other than
her adoptive parents, but that hasn’t kept her from leading a quietly happy life . . . until now.
Suddenly Willow’s world is tragically changed when her parents both die in a car crash, leaving her
alone in a baffling world. The triumph of this book is that it is not a tragedy. This extraordinarily
odd, but extraordinarily endearing, girl manages to push through her grief. Her journey to find a
fascinatingly diverse and fully believable surrogate family is a joy and a revelation to read. “Holly
Goldberg Sloan writes about belonging in a way I've never quite seen in any other book. This is a
gorgeous, funny, and heartwarming novel that I'll never forget.”—John Corey Whaley, author of
Where Things Come Back Willow Chance subtly drew me into her head and her life, so much so that
I was holding my breath for her by the end. Holly Goldberg Sloan has created distinct characters
who will stay with you long after you finish the book.—Sharon Creech, Newbery Award-winning
author of Walk Two Moons In achingly beautiful prose, Holly Goldberg Sloan has written a delightful
tale of transformation that’s a celebration of life in all its wondrous, hilarious and confounding glory.
Counting by 7s is a triumph.—Maria Semple, author of Where’d You Go, Bernadette
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