constitution of freemasonry

constitution of freemasonry is a foundational concept that shapes the structure, rules, and
traditions of Freemasonry worldwide. This article offers a comprehensive exploration of what the
constitution of Freemasonry entails, tracing its historical origins, core principles, and the legal
frameworks that govern Masonic lodges. Readers will gain insight into how the constitution of
Freemasonry supports the fraternity’s values, regulates membership, and establishes guidelines for
ethical conduct. By delving into the roles of landmark documents such as Anderson’s Constitutions,
this guide illuminates the evolution and significance of the constitution in maintaining unity and
order among Freemasons. The following sections will outline the essential elements of the
constitution, its impact on governance, and how it continues to influence modern Masonic practice.
Whether you are a Mason, researcher, or curious observer, this article provides valuable knowledge
on the constitution of Freemasonry, its legacy, and ongoing relevance.
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Historical Origins of the Constitution of Freemasonry

The constitution of Freemasonry has its roots in the early eighteenth century, a period marked by
the formalization of fraternal societies in Europe. Freemasonry itself traces its lineage to medieval
stonemason guilds, which established their own codes of conduct and governance. As the fraternity
transitioned from operative to speculative Masonry, the need for an official constitution became
evident. This shift led to the creation of comprehensive documents aimed at standardizing practices,
preserving traditions, and defining the obligations of members. The first widely recognized
constitution was drafted in 1723 by Reverend James Anderson, commissioned by the Grand Lodge of
England. This landmark text, known as Anderson’s Constitutions, set the precedent for subsequent
Masonic constitutions worldwide. These foundational documents remain central to the fraternity’s
identity, ensuring continuity and adherence to its guiding principles.



Core Principles and Purpose of Masonic Constitutions

The constitution of Freemasonry serves as a vital framework establishing the fraternity’s core
principles, values, and operational guidelines. Its primary purpose is to codify the fundamental
tenets of Freemasonry, including brotherly love, relief, and truth. The constitution delineates the
ethical standards expected of members, promoting moral conduct and personal growth. It also
ensures that each lodge functions with integrity, upholding the universal values that define
Freemasonry. By setting forth obligations, rights, and responsibilities, the constitution provides a
basis for fair governance and dispute resolution. Ultimately, the constitution of Freemasonry fosters
unity, mutual respect, and a shared commitment to the fraternity’s ideals.

Key Elements of the Constitution of Freemasonry

The constitution of Freemasonry comprises a set of essential components that collectively define the
fraternity’s organizational structure and operational procedures. These elements outline the rules
for membership, governance, and interaction among lodges and members. Some of the most
important components include:

¢ Preamble or Declaration: Introduces the purpose and guiding philosophy of the constitution.

e Membership Requirements: Specifies eligibility criteria, initiation procedures, and degrees
within Freemasonry.

¢ Governance Structure: Details the hierarchy of authority, including the roles of Grand
Masters, officers, and lodges.

¢ Rules of Conduct: Establishes ethical standards, disciplinary procedures, and codes of
behavior for members.

e Meetings and Rituals: Sets guidelines for lodge meetings, ceremonial practices, and ritual
observance.

e Amendment Procedures: Describes how the constitution can be modified to adapt to
changing needs.

Each of these elements ensures that Freemasonry operates as a cohesive and principled
organization, maintaining order and consistency across lodges.

Influence of Anderson’s Constitutions

Anderson’s Constitutions, published in 1723, have had a profound and lasting impact on the
constitution of Freemasonry. Commissioned by the Grand Lodge of England, James Anderson’s work
synthesized historical records, traditions, and principles into a unified text that could guide the



fraternity’s development. Anderson’s Constitutions established the framework for Masonic
governance, codifying rituals, degrees, and ethical standards. It also emphasized religious tolerance,
stating that Freemasons should adhere to the religion in which all men agree, thereby promoting
inclusivity. The widespread adoption of Anderson’s model by other Grand Lodges globally
underscores its influence on Masonic practice and the evolution of constitutional law within the
fraternity. Today, most Masonic constitutions trace their lineage to Anderson’s original text,
reflecting its enduring legacy.

Governance and Structure in Freemasonry

The governance of Freemasonry is fundamentally shaped by its constitution, which defines the
organization’s structure and the distribution of authority. The constitution typically outlines the roles
and responsibilities of key officers, such as the Grand Master, Wardens, Secretary, and Treasurer. It
also establishes the relationship between individual lodges and the overarching Grand Lodge,
ensuring consistency and cooperation. Decision-making processes, including voting rights and
procedures for electing officers, are regulated by constitutional provisions. The constitution serves
as a reference point for resolving disputes, clarifying protocols, and enforcing disciplinary measures.
By providing a clear governance structure, the constitution of Freemasonry ensures that the
fraternity functions efficiently and upholds its values across all levels of membership.

Modern Adaptations of the Masonic Constitution

Over time, the constitution of Freemasonry has evolved to address contemporary challenges and
societal changes. Modern adaptations often incorporate new regulations regarding inclusivity,
transparency, and community engagement. While the foundational principles remain unchanged,
many constitutions have been amended to reflect the evolving needs of members and lodges. For
instance, issues such as digital communication, data privacy, and anti-discrimination policies are
increasingly addressed in constitutional updates. The process for amending the constitution is
usually detailed within the document itself, requiring consensus among members and approval from
Grand Lodges. These adaptations demonstrate Freemasonry’s commitment to relevance, ensuring
that its constitution remains a living document capable of guiding the fraternity in a changing world.

Frequently Asked Questions About the Constitution of
Freemasonry

Q: What is the constitution of Freemasonry?

A: The constitution of Freemasonry is a formal document that outlines the rules, principles, and
organizational structure governing Masonic lodges and members. It serves as a foundational guide
for ethical conduct, membership, and governance.



Q: Who wrote the first constitution of Freemasonry?

A: The first widely recognized constitution of Freemasonry was written by Reverend James Anderson
in 1723, commissioned by the Grand Lodge of England.

Q: Why is Anderson’s Constitutions important?

A: Anderson’s Constitutions established the foundational framework for Masonic governance, rituals,
and ethical standards. Its influence extends to most modern Masonic constitutions worldwide.

Q: What are the main elements included in a Masonic
constitution?

A: A typical Masonic constitution includes a preamble, membership requirements, governance
structure, rules of conduct, guidelines for meetings and rituals, and procedures for amendments.

Q: How are changes made to the constitution of Freemasonry?

A: Changes to the constitution are usually made through a formal amendment process, which
requires consensus among members and approval from the relevant Grand Lodge.

Q: Does the constitution of Freemasonry vary between
countries?

A: Yes, while the core principles are universal, each Grand Lodge may have its own constitution
tailored to local customs, laws, and traditions.

Q: What role does the constitution play in resolving disputes?

A: The constitution provides protocols and procedures for resolving disputes, ensuring fair treatment
and consistent enforcement of rules within the fraternity.

Q: How does the constitution support Masonic unity?

A: By establishing shared principles, rules, and governance structures, the constitution fosters unity
and cooperation among lodges and members globally.

Q: Are there modern adaptations to the Masonic constitution?

A: Yes, many constitutions have been updated to address contemporary issues such as inclusivity,
transparency, and digital communication while preserving traditional values.



Q: Is knowledge of the constitution required for Freemasons?

A: Yes, understanding the constitution is essential for all Freemasons, as it guides their conduct,
responsibilities, and participation within the fraternity.
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The Constitution of Freemasonry: A Deep Dive into the
Governing Laws of the Fraternity

The cryptic world of Freemasonry often sparks curiosity and speculation. Many are drawn to its
rituals, symbols, and history, but understanding its inner workings requires delving into its
foundational document: the Constitution of Freemasonry. This comprehensive guide will unravel the
complexities of this crucial text, exploring its historical evolution, key principles, and ongoing
relevance to modern Freemasonry. We'll move beyond surface-level interpretations and offer a
nuanced understanding of the document's influence on the structure and operation of Masonic
lodges worldwide.

H2: A Historical Perspective on the Constitution's
Development

The "Constitution of Freemasonry" isn't a single, monolithic document. Instead, it’s a body of
principles, regulations, and customs that have evolved over centuries. Early Masonic practices were
largely governed by unwritten traditions and the shared understanding of members within specific
lodges. However, as Freemasonry expanded geographically and its membership grew, the need for
standardized rules and regulations became increasingly apparent. The process of codifying these
practices varied across jurisdictions, resulting in different versions and interpretations of Masonic
law. This evolution reflects the adaptive nature of the fraternity, balancing tradition with the need to
address contemporary issues and maintain consistency across its diverse global network.

H2: Key Principles Embodied in the Masonic Constitution
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At the heart of the Masonic Constitution lie several fundamental principles that guide the conduct of
members and the operation of lodges. These principles, though expressed differently across various
Grand Lodges, consistently emphasize:

Brotherly Love: This cornerstone principle underscores the importance of mutual respect, support,
and charity among Freemasons. It fosters a sense of camaraderie and encourages members to assist
each other in times of need.

Relief: Masonic constitutions often dedicate significant sections to charitable activities. Relief work,
encompassing both financial assistance and compassionate support, remains a vital component of
the fraternity’s mission.

Truth: The pursuit of truth is a guiding principle, encouraging intellectual curiosity, self-
improvement, and a commitment to moral integrity. This commitment extends beyond the lodge
walls into members’ personal and professional lives.

Moral Improvement: Self-reflection and personal growth are integral to the Masonic experience. The
Constitution provides a framework for members to strive for higher moral standards and contribute
positively to society.

H3: The Role of the Grand Lodge in Constitutional Matters

Each Grand Lodge, representing a specific geographical jurisdiction, generally possesses its own
constitution or code of regulations. These documents define the structure and governance of lodges
within that jurisdiction, outlining the procedures for initiation, advancement, disciplinary actions,
and other essential aspects of Masonic life. Grand Lodges serve as the ultimate authority on
constitutional matters within their respective territories, ensuring uniformity and consistency in
Masonic practice.

H2: Variations and Interpretations Across Jurisdictions

While core principles remain relatively consistent, significant variations exist in the specific wording
and interpretation of Masonic constitutions across different Grand Lodges. These differences reflect
historical, cultural, and societal influences on the evolution of Freemasonry in various regions. Some
jurisdictions may place greater emphasis on certain aspects, such as charitable work or ritual
observance, leading to variations in the emphasis and application of Masonic principles.
Understanding these differences is crucial to appreciating the rich tapestry of Masonic traditions
worldwide.

H2: The Ongoing Relevance of the Constitution in Modern



Freemasonry

The Constitution of Freemasonry isn't a static document; it continues to evolve, albeit gradually, to
address the challenges and opportunities of the modern world. Grand Lodges periodically review
and revise their constitutions to ensure their continued relevance and effectiveness. These revisions
reflect the fraternity's ongoing commitment to adapting its practices while preserving its core values
and traditions. The ongoing relevance of the constitution underscores its enduring importance to the
continued success and stability of Freemasonry.

H2: Conclusion

The Constitution of Freemasonry serves as the bedrock upon which the fraternity's structure and
operation are built. While variations exist across different Grand Lodges, the underlying principles
of brotherly love, relief, truth, and moral improvement remain consistently central. Understanding
the historical evolution, core tenets, and ongoing relevance of this document is essential for anyone
seeking a deeper understanding of the complex and multifaceted world of Freemasonry. Its enduring
influence shapes the lives of millions and underscores the enduring appeal and enduring values of
this ancient and influential fraternity.

FAQs

1. Is there a single, universally accepted Constitution of Freemasonry? No, there isn't a single,
globally unified constitution. Each Grand Lodge generally has its own constitution, though core
principles remain largely consistent.

2. How can I access the Constitution of my local Grand Lodge? You can typically find the constitution
on your local Grand Lodge's official website or by contacting their administrative office directly.

3. Are the rules in the Constitution strictly enforced? Enforcement varies by jurisdiction and the
severity of the infraction. Grand Lodges have established processes for addressing violations of the
constitution.

4. Can a Mason be expelled for violating the Constitution? Yes, serious breaches of the constitution
can lead to disciplinary actions, including suspension or expulsion from the fraternity.

5. How often are Masonic constitutions updated? The frequency of updates varies among Grand

Lodges, but it's generally an infrequent process, reflecting the emphasis on preserving tradition
while adapting to changing circumstances.

constitution of freemasonry: The Constitutions of the Free-Masons John Theophilus



Desaguliers, James Anderson, 2020-06-25 The Constitutions of the Free-Masons was a constitution
written for the Premier Grand Lodge of England, to standardize the rituals and practices of
Freemasonry among lodges of London and Westminster operating under that Grand Lodge.
Obviously, it was not meant to apply to other lodges in other parts of England, Scotland and Ireland.
The constitution laid the foundation of the legend of Hiram Abiff, King Solomon's Master Builder,
along with the pyramid style organizational model of Freemasonry. The first and second edition were
written by Rev. James Anderson in 1723 and 1738.Anderson's Constitutions were based on the Old
Masonic Manuscripts (also called Gothic Constitutions) and on the General Regulations which had
been compiled first by George Payne in 1720. The full title of the 1723 edition was The Constitutions
of the Free-Masons, Containing the History, Charges, Regulations, &c. of that most Ancient and
Right Worshipful Fraternity, For the Use of the Lodges.When in 1738, the Grand Lodge changed its
name from Grand Lodge of London and Westminster into the Grand Lodge of England, the
Constitution was rewritten by Anderson. The title of the second, rewritten, edition of 1738 was The
New Book of Constitutions of the Antient and Honourable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons,
Containing Their History, Charges, Regulations, &c. Collected and Digested By Order of the Grand
Lodge from their old Records, faithful Traditions and Lodge-Books, For the Use of the Lodges.The
1723 edition of the Constitutions was edited and reprinted by Benjamin Franklin in Philadelphia in
1734, becoming the first Masonic book printed in America.

constitution of freemasonry: The Constitutions of the Free-masons James Anderson, 1723

constitution of freemasonry: The Constitutions of the Free-Masons James Anderson,
2017-12-05 This edition unites the Masonic Constitution together with other regulations, plus a
selection of Freemason songs traditionally sung in the Lodges. A fascinating account of the
Freemason traditions, and a crucial source document for founders of the Masonic Lodges, this book
offers insight into both the historic and social qualities of Freemasonry. We discover how the
organization's hierarchy is arranged, how it advances principles such as mutual aid between Masons
times of crisis or hardship, and how relevant subjects of Art and Architecture are ripe for discussion.
Rules of rank, conduct, congregation and ceremony are sequentially laid out in the book's second
portion: the General Regulations. We learn how one Lodge is to associate with another, how periodic
communications are to be issued to Masons, how a Lodge's finances are to be organized, and how
the Wardens oversee the group's affairs. Rules protecting against the abuse of the society, and rules
of succession in the event of a Grand-Master's death or incapacity, are also given. The concluding
portion of this book contains a selection of songs. These are intended to be sung by Freemasons in
celebration; generally, they praise aspects of architecture and design employing sound geometry,
while the singers congratulate one another and celebrate the convivial aspects of fraternity. First
composed in the 1720s, we see in this book an authentic and detailed account of Freemasonry in its
early years.

constitution of freemasonry: The Constitution and Laws of the Grand Lodge of Scotland
Freemasons. Grand Lodge of Scotland, 1881

constitution of freemasonry: The Constitutions Of The Free-Masons James Anderson, 1723
This book is among the most important published in the history of Freemasonry and the basis of all
Masonic constitutions throughout the world.

constitution of freemasonry: Constitutions of the Free-masons , 1873

constitution of freemasonry: The Constitutions of the Free-Masons James Anderson,
2021-04-21 This book is a faithful reproduction of the first edition of the Constitutions of the
Free-Masons, printed in London in 1723. The text, word spelling and paragraph size had been
maintained, original restored decorations had been used, and font and character typesets had been
carefully replicated.

constitution of freemasonry: The Constitutions of the Free-Masons James Anderson, 2019-09
The Constitutions of the Free-Masons was a constitution written for the Premier Grand Lodge of
England, to standardize the rituals and practices of Freemasonry among lodges of London and
Westminster operating under that Grand Lodge. Obviously, it was not meant to apply to other lodges




in other parts of England, Scotland and Ireland. The constitution laid the foundation of the legend of
Hiram Abiff, King Solomon's Master Builder, along with the pyramid style organizational model of
Freemasonry. The first and second edition were written by Rev. James Anderson in 1723 and
1738.Anderson's Constitutions were based on the Old Masonic Manuscripts (also called Gothic
Constitutions) and on the General Regulations which had been compiled first by George Payne in
1720. The full title of the 1723 edition was The Constitutions of the Free-Masons, Containing the
History, Charges, Regulations, &c. of that most Ancient and Right Worshipful Fraternity, For the
Use of the Lodges.When in 1738, the Grand Lodge changed its name from Grand Lodge of London
and Westminster into the Grand Lodge of England, the Constitution was rewritten by Anderson. The
title of the second, rewritten, edition of 1738 was The New Book of Constitutions of the Antient and
Honourable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, Containing Their History, Charges,
Regulations, &c. Collected and Digested By Order of the Grand Lodge from their old Records,
faithful Traditions and Lodge-Books, For the Use of the Lodges.The 1723 edition of the Constitutions
was edited and reprinted by Benjamin Franklin in Philadelphia in 1734, becoming the first Masonic
book printed in America.

constitution of freemasonry: A Text Book of Masonic Jurisprudence Albert Gallatin
Mackey, 1872

constitution of freemasonry: Book of Constitutions and Code of Procedure of the Grand Lodge
of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York Freemasons. Grand Lodge of the State of
New York, 1907

constitution of freemasonry: Household Masonic Library. the Constitutions of the
Free-Masons James Anderson, 2017-08-30 Trieste Publishing has a massive catalogue of classic book
titles. Our aim is to provide readers with the highest quality reproductions of fiction and non-fiction
literature that has stood the test of time. The many thousands of books in our collection have been
sourced from libraries and private collections around the world.The titles that Trieste Publishing has
chosen to be part of the collection have been scanned to simulate the original. Our readers see the
books the same way that their first readers did decades or a hundred or more years ago. Books from
that period are often spoiled by imperfections that did not exist in the original. Imperfections could
be in the form of blurred text, photographs, or missing pages. It is highly unlikely that this would
occur with one of our books. Our extensive quality control ensures that the readers of Trieste
Publishing's books will be delighted with their purchase. Our staff has thoroughly reviewed every
page of all the books in the collection, repairing, or if necessary, rejecting titles that are not of the
highest quality. This process ensures that the reader of one of Trieste Publishing's titles receives a
volume that faithfully reproduces the original, and to the maximum degree possible, gives them the
experience of owning the original work.We pride ourselves on not only creating a pathway to an
extensive reservoir of books of the finest quality, but also providing value to every one of our
readers. Generally, Trieste books are purchased singly - on demand, however they may also be
purchased in bulk. Readers interested in bulk purchases are invited to contact us directly to enquire
about our tailored bulk rates.

constitution of freemasonry: Constitutions of the Antient Fraternity of Free and
Accepted Masons Freemasons. England. United Grand Lodge, William Henry White, 1847

constitution of freemasonry: The Principles of Masonic Law Albert G. Mackey, 2004-01-01
The division of wrongs, by the writers on municipal law, into private and public, or civil injuries and
crimes and misdemeanors, does not apply to the jurisprudence of Freemasonry. Here all wrongs are
crimes, because they are a violation of the precepts of the institution; and an offense against an
individual is punished, not so much because it is a breach of his private rights, as because it affects
the well-being of the whole masonic community. In replying to the question, what are masonic
crimes? by which is meant what crimes are punishable by the constituted authorities, our safest
guide will be that fundamental law which is contained in the Old Charges. These give a concise, but
succinct summary of the duties of a Mason, and, of course, whatever is a violation of any one of
these duties will constitute a masonic crime, and the perpetrator will be amenable to masonic



punishment. But before entering on the consideration of these penal offenses, it will be well that we
should relieve the labor of the task, by inquiring what crimes or offenses are not supposed to come
within the purview of masonic jurisprudence. Religion and politics are subjects which it is well
known are stringently forbidden to be introduced into Masonry. And hence arises the doctrine, that
Masonry will not take congnizance of religious or political offenses. Heresy, for instance, is not a
masonic crime. Masons are obliged to use the words of the Old Charges, to that religion in which all
men agree, leaving their particular opinions to themselves; and, therefore, as long as a Mason
acknowledges his belief in the existence of one God, a lodge can take no action on his peculiar
opinions, however heterodox they may be. In like manner, although all the most ancient and
universally-received precepts of the institution inculcate obedience to the civil powers, and strictly
forbid any mingling in plots or conspiracies against the peace and welfare of the nation, yet no
offense against the state, which is simply political in its character, can be noticed by a lodge. On this
important subject, the Old Charges are remarkably explicit. They say, putting perhaps the strongest
case by way of exemplifying the principle, that if a Brother should be a rebel against the State, he is
not to be countenanced in his rebellion, however he may be pitied as an unhappy man; and, if
convicted of no other crime, though the loyal Brotherhood must and ought to disown his rebellion,
and give no umbrage or ground of political jealousy to the government for the time being, they
cannot expel him from the lodge, and his relation to it remains indefeasible

constitution of freemasonry: The Principles of Masonic Law Albert Gallatin Mackey,
2019-11-20 'The Principles of Masonic Law' is a treatise on the constitutional laws, usages and
landmarks of Freemasonry, divided into four books. In it, author Albert Gallatin Mackey presents the
principles of Masonic law in an elementary and methodical way that enables every Mason to know
their rights and learn their duties. Mackey explores the unwritten and written laws of Masonry,
including ancient usage and regulations adopted at various annual communications. This book
provides insight into the organization and powers of grand lodges and subordinate lodges, the rights
of individuals at different levels of the Masonic hierarchy, and punishments for Masonic crimes.

constitution of freemasonry: The Constitutions of the Free-masons James Anderson, 1906
Facsimile of first Masonic book published in North America (published by Benjamin Franklin). The
reprint of Anderson's constitution of 1723 became the foundation for Masonic jurisprudence
throughout Colonial America.

constitution of freemasonry: The Principles of Masonic Law Albert Gallatin Mackey, 1859

constitution of freemasonry: Constitution of Freemasonry Laurence Dermott, 1813

constitution of freemasonry: The Principles of Masonic Law Albert G. Mackey, 2013-10-24
This treatise on the Constitutional Laws, Usages and Landmarks of Freemasonry is doubtless one of
the most important and invaluable works in a Freemasonic library. Contents: Preface. Introduction.
The Authorities for Masonic Law. Book First - The Law of Grand Lodges. Chapter I. Historical
Sketch. Chapter II. Of the Mode of Organizing Grand Lodges. Chapter III. Of the Members of a
Grand Lodge. Chapter IV. Of the Officers of a Grand Lodge. Chapter V. Of the Powers and
Prerogatives of a Grand Lodge. Book Second - Laws of Subordinate Lodges. Chapter I. Of the Nature
and Organization of Subordinate Lodges. Chapter II. Of Lodges under Dispensation. Chapter III. Of
Lodges Working under a Warrant of Constitution. Chapter IV. Of the Officers of a Subordinate
Lodge. Chapter V. Of Rules of Order. Book Third - The Law of Individuals. Chapter 1. Of the
Qualifications of Candidates. Chapter II. Of the Rights of Entered Apprentices. Chapter III. Of the
Rights of Fellow Crafts. Chapter IV. Of the Rights of Master Masons. Chapter V. Of the Rights of
Past Masters. Chapter VI. Of Affiliation. Chapter VII. Of Demitting. Chapter VIII. Of Unaffiliated
Masons. Book Fourth - Of Masonic Crimes and Punishments. Chapter I. Of What Are Masonic
Crimes. Chapter II. Of Masonic Punishments. Chapter III. Of Masonic Trials. Chapter IV. Of the
Penal Jurisdiction of a Lodge. Chapter V. Of Appeals. Chapter VI. Of Restoration.

constitution of freemasonry: The Constitutions of the Freemasons. Containing the
History, Charges, Regulations, Etc. of that ... Fraternity. [Compiled by J. Anderson.]
Freemasons, 1723




constitution of freemasonry: A Text Book of Masonic Jurisprudence Albert Gallatin
Mackey, 1886

constitution of freemasonry: The Principles of Masonic Law Albert Gallatin Mackey,
2022-11-13 The Principles of Masonic Law is a treatise on the constitutional laws, usages and
landmarks of Freemasonry. The book is very informative and thorough, and it treats a wide range of
topics in Masonic jurisprudence, providing a good insight to the overall governance of freemasonry.
Freemasonry consists of fraternal organizations that trace their origins to the local fraternities of
stonemasons that from the end of the fourteenth century regulated the qualifications of stonemasons
and their interaction with authorities and clients. The basic, local organizational unit of Freemasonry
is the Lodge. These private Lodges are usually supervised at the regional level by a Grand Lodge or
Grand Orient. The degrees of Freemasonry retain the three grades of medieval craft guilds, those of
Apprentice, Journeyman or Fellow Craft, and Master Mason.

constitution of freemasonry: The Constitutions of Freemasonry Grand Lodge of Free and
Accepted Masons of Ireland, 1858

constitution of freemasonry: Constitutions of the Antient Fraternity of Free and
Accepted Masons Under the United Grand Lodge of England Freemasons. England. United
Grand Lodge, Freemasons. United Grand Lodge of England, Shadwell H. Clerke, 1884

constitution of freemasonry: The Constitutions of the Free-Masons James Anderson, 2013-11
This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the
original artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally
important, and despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our
continuing commitment to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your
understanding of the imperfections in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable
book. ++++ The below data was compiled from various identification fields in the bibliographic
record of this title. This data is provided as an additional tool in helping to ensure edition
identification: ++++ The Constitutions Of The Free-masons: Containing The History, Charges,
Regulations, &c. Of That Most Ancient And Right Worshipful Fraternity. For The Use Of The Lodges
James Anderson printed by William Hunter, for John Senex, and John Hooke. In the year of masonry
---- 5723 Anno Domini, 1723 Social Science; Freemasonry; Social Science / Freemasonry

constitution of freemasonry: The Constitutions of the Free-Masons Freemasons.
Constitutions, 1906

constitution of freemasonry: The Masonic Law Albert G. Mackey, 2018-11-22 The laws which
govern the institution of Freemasonry are of two kinds, unwritten and written, and may in a manner
be compared with the lex non scripta, or common law, and the lex scripta, or statute law of English
and American jurists. The lex non scripta, or unwritten law of Freemasonry is derived from the
traditions, usages and customs of the fraternity as they have existed from the remotest antiquity,
and as they are universally admitted by the general consent of the members of the Order. In fact, we
may apply to these unwritten laws of Masonry the definition given by Blackstone of the leges non
scriptee of the English constitution-that their original institution and authority are not set down in
writing, as acts of parliament are, but they receive their binding power, and the force of laws, by
long and immemorial usage and by their universal reception throughout the kingdom. When, in the
course of this work, I refer to these unwritten laws as authority upon any point, I shall do so under
the appropriate designation of ancient usage. The lex scripta, or written law of Masonry, is derived
from a variety of sources, and was framed at different periods.

constitution of freemasonry: History of Freemasonry in the State of New York Ossian Herbert
Lang, 1922

constitution of freemasonry: Handbook of Freemasonry, 2014-06-12 Freemasonry is the
largest, oldest, and most influential secret society in the world. The Brill Handbook of Freemasonry
is a pioneering work that brings together, for the first time, leading scholars on Freemasonry. The
first section covers historical perspectives, such as the origins and early history of Freemasonry. The




second deals with the relationship between Freemasonry and specific religious traditions such as the
Catholic Church, Judaism, and Islam. In the third section, organisational themes, such as the use of
rituals, are explored, while the fourth section deals with issues related to society and politics -
women, blacks, colonialism, nationalism, and war. The fifth and final section is devoted to
Freemasonry and culture, including music, literature, modern art, architecture and material culture.

constitution of freemasonry: Illustrated Masonic Secrets of America's Founding Fathers
Editors of Bottletree Books LLC, 2008-05 Culled from little-known Masonic texts of the 1800s and
early 1900s, this volume is a must-read for anyone curious about the Masonic ties of George
Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Paul Revere, John Sullivan, and Joseph Warren, or who is interested
in a new perspective on the designs of America.

constitution of freemasonry: Speculative Freemasonry and the Enlightenment R. William
Weisberger, 2017-09-20 Freemasonry began with stonemasons in the Middle Ages experiencing the
decline of cathedral building. Some guilds invited honorary memberships to boost their numbers.
These usually highly educated new members practiced symbolic or speculative Freemasonry. The
new Masonic lodges and learned societies offered their growing numbers of Protestant, Catholic and
Jewish members an understanding of deism, Newtonian science and representative government, and
of literature and the fine arts. This work describes how Masons on both sides of the Atlantic were
mostly either enlighteners, political reformers or moderate revolutionaries. They offered minimal
support to radical revolutionary ideas and leaders.

constitution of freemasonry: Freemasons For Dummies Christopher Hodapp, 2013-01-10
Take the mystery out of the Freemasons Fascinated by Freemasons? Freemasons For Dummies is
the internationally bestselling introduction to the Masons, the oldest and largest secret society in the
world. This balanced, eye-opening guide demystifies Freemasonry, explaining everything from its
elaborate rituals and cryptic rites, to its curious symbols and their meanings. With new and
improved content, including updated examples and references throughout, this new edition of
Freemasons For Dummies provides the most straightforward, non-intimidating guide to the subject
on the market. Updated expert coverage of the basic beliefs and philosophy behind Freemasonry
Revised information on the history of the society, including updates concerning its founding, famous
historical members, and pivotal events New coverage devoted to the recent influx of younger
membership The latest and ongoing controversies and myths surrounding Freemasonry The role of
women in a Masonic organization, including opportunities for women to participate in Freemasonry
The effects cultural and political changes and worldwide events are having on the organization If
you're intrigued by the mystery that surrounds the Masons, get ready to learn the facts about this
ancient order in Freemasons For Dummies.

constitution of freemasonry: The Constitutions of the Free-Masons ]. T. Desaguliers,
2016-02-01 The Constitutions of the Free-Masons Containing the History, Charges, Regulations, etc.,
of that Most Ancient and Right Worshipful Fraternity. Photographic reproduction of the 1866 edition
of the 1723 Constitutions. Valuable part of any Masonic education.

constitution of freemasonry: The Constitutions of the Freemasons Freemasons, 1860

constitution of freemasonry: The Book of Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Quebec
Freemasons Grand Lodge of Quebec, 2023-07-18 This book contains the constitution of the Grand
Lodge of Quebec, which governs the activities of the Ancient Free and Accepted Masons in the
province. It outlines the organization's history, mission, and values, as well as its rules and
regulations. This book is an essential resource for members of the Masonic community in Quebec, as
well as anyone interested in the history and philosophy of Freemasonry. This work has been selected
by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we
know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur,
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an



important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

constitution of freemasonry: The Book of Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons of Canada Freemasons. Canada. Grand Lodge, 1861

constitution of freemasonry: Founding Fathers, Secret Societies Robert Hieronimus,
2005-12-28 An exploration of the influence of secret societies on the formative documents and
symbols of the United States * Reveals the Founding Fathers’ spiritual vision for America as
encoded in the Great Seal ¢ Traces the influence of the Iroquois League of Nations upon the
Constitution * Exposes the deep connections the Founding Fathers had with the Freemasons and
other secret societies All children growing up in America learn who the Founding Fathers were.
Most, however, never learn of the founders’ connections to the Freemasons, the Rosicrucians, and
other esoteric orders. In Founding Fathers, Secret Societies Robert Hieronimus investigates these
important connections and how their influence can be traced throughout our most significant
national documents and symbols, especially the Great Seal. He reveals in detail how the reverse of
the Great Seal--which appears on the back of the one-dollar bill--is a blueprint that conveys the
secret destiny of America. By understanding the kabbalistic meaning of the Great Seal’s reverse, he
shows how our current era presents unique opportunities for the fulfillment of our Founding
Fathers’ spiritual vision.

constitution of freemasonry: Constitution of the Masons Journal Inc. Peter Pauper Press,
2019-07-26 192 lined pages ] 7-1/4 wide x 9 high (18.4 cm wide x 22.9 cm high) ] Bookbound ]
Ribbon bookmark ] Hardcover books lie flat for ease of use ] Archival/acid-free paper. Gold foil,
embossed, gold-gilded edges. Dynamic cover design reproduces a binding of The Constitutions of the
Masons from 18th-century England.

constitution of freemasonry: The Book of Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and
Accepted Masons of Canada , 1865

constitution of freemasonry: Illustrations of Masonry William Preston, 1772

constitution of freemasonry: Freemasons For Dummies Christopher Hodapp, 2021-10-26
Unravel the mysteries of the Masons All the myths and rumors about Masonic organizations
probably have you wondering what do Masons really do? Questions like this one are a natural
by-product of being the oldest and largest secret society in the world. This book is an ideal starting
place to find answers to your questions about the secret and not-so-secret things about
Freemasonry. Now in its third edition, this international best-seller peeks behind the door of your
local Masonic lodge and explains the meanings behind the rituals, rites, and symbols of the
organization. Along the way the book covers nearly 3,000 years of Masonic history, introduces you to
some famous Freemasons you already know from history books, and explains the relationship with
related groups like Knights Templar, Scottish Rite, Order of Eastern Star, and the beloved
fez-wearing Shriners. Look inside the book to learn: What it takes to become a member of the
Freemasons, and what you can expect when you join How Lodges are organized and what really
goes on during Masonic ceremonies The basic beliefs and philosophies of Freemasonry, including
how Masons contribute to charity, and society in general The origins behind some of the wild myths
and conspiracy theories surrounding Freemasonry and how to debunk (most of) them Written by a
33rd degree Scottish Rite Mason and the Public Relations and Marketing Director for the Grand
Lodge F&AM of Indiana, Freemasons For Dummies is a must-read guide for anyone interested in
this ancient fraternal order, whether you're looking to join or are just curious about some of the
more mysterious aspects of Freemasonry.
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