
devotions for church leaders
devotions for church leaders serve as a vital resource for those responsible for guiding and
nurturing communities of faith. Church leaders face unique challenges and responsibilities, making
spiritual renewal and guidance essential in their roles. This comprehensive article explores the
importance of devotions for church leaders, effective practices, practical examples, and tips for
integrating devotions into daily ministry. Readers will discover how intentional spiritual disciplines
can foster personal growth, inspire teams, and strengthen leadership impact. Whether you are a
pastor, elder, ministry director, or team leader, this guide will equip you with valuable insights and
actionable strategies to enrich your devotional life and lead with vision and integrity.
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Understanding the Importance of Devotions for Church
Leaders

Devotions for church leaders are more than a ritual; they are foundational for effective ministry.
Spiritual leadership requires discernment, wisdom, and resilience, which are cultivated through
intentional times of prayer and reflection. Devotional practices help leaders stay focused on their
calling, align with biblical principles, and renew their vision. They also serve as a safeguard against
burnout, offering moments of rest and spiritual nourishment. By prioritizing devotions, church
leaders can lead from a place of spiritual abundance, modeling a healthy faith life for their
congregations and teams.

Key Elements of Effective Devotions

A meaningful devotional life for church leaders is built on several key elements that foster spiritual
growth and leadership effectiveness. These elements ensure that devotional times are impactful and
relevant to the unique demands of ministry leadership.



Biblical Foundation

Rooting devotions in Scripture is essential. The Bible provides timeless wisdom, encouragement, and
guidance, helping leaders navigate challenges and make wise decisions. Regular engagement with
Scripture ensures that leaders remain grounded in truth and aligned with God’s purposes.

Prayer and Reflection

Prayer is a central component of devotions for church leaders. It creates space for honest dialogue
with God, intercession for others, and seeking direction. Reflection allows leaders to process
experiences, discern God’s voice, and integrate spiritual lessons into their leadership approach.

Application to Leadership

Effective devotions should bridge the gap between personal spirituality and practical leadership.
This involves considering how scriptural insights and moments of prayer directly influence decision-
making, team dynamics, and ministry vision.

Popular Devotional Practices for Church Leaders

There are various devotional practices that church leaders can incorporate into their routines. These
practices help maintain a vibrant spiritual life while managing the demands of ministry.

Scripture Journaling: Writing thoughts, insights, and prayers based on daily Bible readings.

Guided Prayer: Utilizing structured prayer guides to focus on specific ministry needs or
personal growth areas.

Lectio Divina: A contemplative approach to Scripture that involves reading, meditation, prayer,
and contemplation.

Personal Worship: Setting aside time for worship through music, singing, or silent adoration.

Group Devotions: Engaging with fellow leaders or ministry teams in shared devotional times to
foster unity and accountability.

Examples of Devotions for Church Leadership



Practical examples of devotions for church leaders can provide inspiration and structure for daily or
weekly practices. These examples are designed to address common themes and challenges in
spiritual leadership.

Devotion on Servant Leadership

Scripture: Mark 10:45 – “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many.”
Reflect on the example of Jesus as a servant leader. Consider how humility, self-sacrifice, and a
servant’s heart shape your approach to leading others. Pray for opportunities to serve your team and
congregation with genuine love and compassion.

Devotion on Wisdom in Decision-Making

Scripture: James 1:5 – “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all
without
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Devotions for Church Leaders: Finding Strength and
Guidance in Ministry

Introduction:

The life of a church leader is demanding. You're juggling pastoral care, administrative tasks,
community engagement, and personal responsibilities, all while striving to maintain your own
spiritual well-being. Feeling overwhelmed? Burned out? You're not alone. This post offers a curated
collection of devotional ideas specifically designed to nourish the souls of church leaders, providing
strength, guidance, and renewed purpose in your ministry. We'll explore various approaches to daily
devotion, suggest relevant scripture passages, and offer practical tips to integrate spiritual
reflection into your already busy schedule. Let's delve into finding spiritual sustenance to fuel your
leadership journey.
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H2: The Importance of Spiritual Disciplines for Church Leaders

The pressure on church leaders is immense. You are expected to be a beacon of hope, a source of
wisdom, and a pillar of strength for your congregation. But if your own spiritual wellspring is dry,
how can you effectively pour out to others? Spiritual disciplines are not optional for church leaders;
they are essential. They provide the grounding, clarity, and resilience needed to navigate the
complexities of ministry and maintain a healthy, balanced life.

H3: Why Traditional Devotions Might Not Be Enough

While reading scripture and prayer are cornerstones of a strong spiritual life, the fast-paced nature
of modern ministry often requires a more adaptable approach to devotion. Traditional methods,
while valuable, might not always accommodate the demands of your schedule or address the unique
challenges you face.

H4: Adapting Your Devotional Practice

Consider incorporating these adjustments:

Short, Focused Sessions: Instead of aiming for lengthy sessions, prioritize shorter, more focused
periods of prayer and meditation throughout the day. Even 5-10 minutes can make a difference.
Audio Devotions: Utilize audio resources during commutes or while exercising. This allows for
spiritual nourishment without demanding extensive time commitment.
Community Devotion: Engage in group devotions with other church leaders or mentors. Sharing
experiences and praying together can offer mutual support and accountability.
Nature as a Spiritual Practice: Spending time in nature can be a powerful form of devotion, fostering
a sense of connection with God's creation.

H2: Scripture for Reflection: Finding Strength in God's Word

The Bible is a rich source of wisdom and guidance for church leaders. Here are a few passages to
consider for reflection:

Psalm 23: A classic passage offering comfort and assurance in the face of challenges.
Isaiah 40:28-31: A reminder of God's enduring strength and provision for those who rely on Him.
Matthew 11:28-30: An invitation to find rest and peace in Jesus' yoke.
Philippians 4:6-7: Guidance on approaching anxieties and finding inner peace through prayer and
meditation.
Galatians 6:1-2: A call to humility and mutual support among fellow believers.

H2: Practical Strategies for Integrating Devotions into Your Day

Schedule it in: Treat your devotional time as an important appointment, scheduling it into your
calendar and protecting it from interruptions.
Create a dedicated space: Designate a quiet corner or room where you can focus on prayer and
meditation without distractions.
Use a devotional journal: Record your thoughts, prayers, and insights from your devotions. This
promotes deeper reflection and helps track your spiritual growth.
Seek accountability: Share your devotional goals with a trusted friend or mentor, and encourage



mutual support.

H2: Devotional Resources for Church Leaders

Numerous resources are available to support your spiritual growth:

Books: Explore books on spiritual leadership, prayer, and discipleship.
Apps: Utilize Bible study apps, meditation apps, or devotion-based apps.
Podcasts: Listen to podcasts featuring sermons, theological discussions, or inspirational stories.
Online Communities: Connect with online communities of church leaders for support and
encouragement.

Conclusion:

The journey of a church leader is one of constant learning, growth, and service. By prioritizing your
spiritual well-being through consistent devotions, you equip yourself not only for the challenges
ahead but also to effectively lead and inspire your congregation. Remember to be kind to yourself,
and seek support when needed. Your spiritual health is paramount to your effectiveness in ministry.

FAQs:

1. What if I don't have a lot of time for devotions? Even five minutes of focused prayer and
meditation can be incredibly beneficial. Prioritize short, consistent sessions over infrequent, lengthy
ones.

2. How can I overcome feelings of burnout? Identify the root causes of your burnout and address
them. Seek support from mentors, fellow church leaders, or counselors. Prioritize self-care and
establish healthy boundaries.

3. What are some signs that I need to prioritize my spiritual health? Feeling overwhelmed, cynical,
resentful, physically exhausted, or emotionally drained are all potential indicators.

4. How can I incorporate my family into my devotional life? Family devotions can be a powerful way
to connect spiritually and model faith for your children.

5. Where can I find trusted devotional resources tailored for church leaders? Search online for
"devotions for pastors," "spiritual leadership resources," or "devotions for church ministers." Look
for reputable publishers and authors.

  devotions for church leaders: What Really Matters Michael W. Foss, Terri Martinson Elton,
2003 Use these 30 devotions to disciple and train your leadership team. Each devotion explores a
passage of Scripture especially relevant to leaders. The devotions are followed by experimental
activities that reinforce scriptural truths, helping to train and disciple your leadership team. Full of
warmth, insight, and wisdom, What Really Matters will encourage and strengthen your team
members!
  devotions for church leaders: 52 Devotions for Church Leaders Robert H Ramey, Jr,
2020-03-26 Whether you've just been named to your first church leadership position or have been



chairing committees and boards for years, you'll find practical and spiritual help in these 52 short
devotions. Four sections emphasize: What Christian leadership is Characteristics of effective leaders
Skills you need to develop How to recognize and cope with the unique challenges church leadership
poses The devotions are ideal for opening and focusing church meetings, as well as for offering
personal direction and inspiration to those who have been called to leadership roles. An appendix at
the end of the book offers questions for discussion of each devotion.
  devotions for church leaders: Lead Like Jesus Ken Blanchard, Phil Hodges, 2008-09 Learn
how to lead like Jesus, whether in the home, the church, the community, or the marketplace; moving
not only from success to significance but taking a step beyond significance--surrender.
  devotions for church leaders: 100 Devotions for Pastors and Church Leaders: Ideas and
inspiration for your sermons, lessons, church events, newsletters, and web sites John Phillips, Here
pastors and church leaders will find ideal devotions for use as personal meditations or throughout
one's ministry, especially in preaching and teaching. 100 Devotions for Pastors and Church Leaders,
Vol. 2 covers events, teachings, and characters from both the Old and New Testaments.
  devotions for church leaders: Devotions for Church Leaders and Small Groups Lynne
Modranski, 2011-01-01 More than 40 devotions written especially for Church Leaders and Small
Groups
  devotions for church leaders: Leadership Devotions David Goetz, Christianity Today
International, 2001 This collection of 52 devotionals written specifically for leaders includes
contributions from prominent Christians such as Will Willimon, Joni Eareckson Tada, Ben Patterson,
and others. Includes devotionals written on the themes of ambition, personal mission, anger, family,
friendship, and more.
  devotions for church leaders: Called by God to Serve Robert F. Holley, Paul E. Walters,
2004-08-31 Lutheran Voices provides quality, accessible books by Lutheran authors that inform,
teach, inspire, and renew. Grounded in Lutheran theology and practice, the books cover a wide
range of subjects and themes of interest to members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA) and the wider Christian community. Church councils and leadership groups will discover ten
helpful devotional reflections and discussion starters for a three-year cycle, focusing on the task of
serving from a biblical and theological perspective. Insights from family systems theory provide a
framework for the reflections. Through discussion of theory and by encountering and responding to
real-life situations, participants will ponder aspects of what they are called to do together.
  devotions for church leaders: Leadership Pain Samuel Chand, 2015-04-07 Do you want to be
a better leader? Raise the threshold of your pain. Do you want your church to grow or your business
to reach higher goals? Reluctance to face pain is your greatest limitation. There is no growth without
change, no change without loss, and no loss without pain. Bottom line: if you're not hurting, you're
not leading. But this book is not a theological treatise on pain. Rather in Leadership Pain Samuel
Chand—best-selling author recognized as the leader's leader—provides a concrete, practical
understanding of the pain we experience to help us interpret pain more accurately and learn the
lessons God has in it for us. Chand is ruthlessly honest and highly practical as he examines the
principles and practices that make our pain a means of fulfilling God's divine purposes for our
churches, communities, and us. These features are included in this leadership treasure trove:
POWERFUL, personal stories from some of the finest leaders in the world, such as Craig Groeschel,
Benny Perez, Mike Kai, Lisa Bevere, Mark Chironna, Dale Bronner, Philip Wagner, Michael Pitts,
and numerous others REVEALING INSIGHTS into the growth that occurs through pain in leadership
roles PRACTICAL EXERCISES to help you apply the valuable principles you are learning
  devotions for church leaders: Called to Lead John Crosby, 2012-03 BY A LEADER FOR
LEADERS -- These devotions were forged, tested, and found true through the lives of the leaders
served by this author. These devotions are written for smart, hard-working, no-nonsense workplace
leaders who are looking for something solid to help you improve your leadership. If you are looking
for a devotional to simply warm your heart or cram more Scripture between your ears, find another
book. If you are eager to close the gap between the leader you are and the leader God created you to



be, humble enough to recognize that you could use some help, and willing to try a proven approach,
invest a few minutes each week with this book pondering the intersection of your life and leadership
and God's Word. We think you'll be glad you did.
  devotions for church leaders: The Worship Pastor Zac M. Hicks, 2016-10-11 Modern worship
leaders are restless. They have inherited a model of leadership that equates leading worship with
being a rock star. But leading worship is more than a performance, it's about shaping souls and
making disciples. Every worship leader is really a pastor. The Worship Pastor is a practical and
biblical introduction to this essential pastoral role. Filled with engaging, illustrative stories it is
organized to address questions of theory and practice, striving to balance conversational
accessibility with informed instruction. Part One presents a series of evocative vignettes--intriguing
and descriptive titles and metaphors of who a Worship Pastor is and what he or she does. It shows
the Worship Pastor as Church-Lover, Disciple Maker, Corporate Mystic, and Doxological
Philosopher. Part Two covers specific roles related to ministry within the worship service itself--the
Worship Pastor as Theological Dietician, Caregiver, Mortician, Emotional Shepherd, War General,
Prophetic Guardian, Missional Historian, and Liturgical Architect. Part Three looks at ministry
beyond the worship service--the Worship Pastor as Visionary Teacher, Evangelist, Artist Chaplain,
and Team Leader. While some worship leaders are eager to embrace their pastoral role, many are
lost and confused or lack the resources of time or money to figure out what this role looks like.
Pastor Zac Hicks gives us a clear guide to leading worship, one that takes the pastoral call seriously.
  devotions for church leaders: Leadership Promises for Every Day John C. Maxwell,
2007-02-04 Applauded as one of the world's most popular leadership experts, John C. Maxwell
distills many of his winning concepts and scriptural meditations into a daily devotional, following the
phenomenally popular format of Grace for the Moment and Hope for Each Day. Delivered with his
trademark style of confidence and clarity, Maxwell addresses a host of relevant topics including
success, stewardship, teamwork, and mentoring.
  devotions for church leaders: Church Leadership John MacArthur, 1989
  devotions for church leaders: Tozer for the Christian Leader A. W. Tozer, 2015-08-18 I fear
that we shall never see another Tozer. Men like him are not college-bred but Spirit-taught. —Rev.
Leonard Ravenhill Great leaders are rare. Those who pray fervently, worship fully, and walk in
integrity—who see God big and depend on Him humbly—are those trained in the way of power. Such
was the case for A. W. Tozer, and Tozer for the Christian Leader shows you what made him
exceptional. These reflections, grouped monthly by theme—like prayer, the personal life, and
worship—are ideal for any Christian leader. Absorb Tozer’s wisdom. Be marked by his conviction.
Let his keen eye for spiritual things cut through pretense and show you truth. Read Tozer for the
Christian Leader and discover the beating heart of uncommonly great and godly leadership.
  devotions for church leaders: Lead Like Jesus Daily Devotional Life Bible Study,
2013-01-29 We believe that effective leadership begins on the inside with the heart.
  devotions for church leaders: Fight for Your Pastor Peter Orr, 2022-10-31 Practical Ways to
Support and Care for Your Pastor Do you pray for your pastors? Do you encourage them? Do you
have realistic expectations for them? The office of pastor is simultaneously a rewarding and draining
position. Pastors today have immense pressure on their shoulders and they need the support of their
congregations. Peter Orr has written Fight for Your Pastor as an exhortation for church members to
stand behind their pastors through the difficulties of ministry. Orr specifies ways in which
congregations can be intentional in caring for church leaders, including prayer, encouragement,
generosity, and forgiveness. Featuring stories from current pastors about their struggles, this book
is perfect for thoughtful church members eager to understand the weight of their pastors' positions
and support leaders in their important ministry. For Thoughtful Christians: Specifically those
wanting to know more about their pastors and how to care for them Current: Features insight from
pastors about their personal experiences in ministry Applicable: Gives practical examples of how to
love and care for pastors, including specific prayers for church leaders and the best ways to
encourage them



  devotions for church leaders: 52 Devotions for Church Leaders Robert H Ramey, 1999-01-31
Whether you've just been named to your first church leadership post or are a well-seasoned veteran,
you'll find inspiration in these short devotions for nearly every situation a church leader may face.
  devotions for church leaders: Staff Talk Wil I. Jackson, 2002 Wil Jackson writes words of
grace and mercy for us all, especially those who serve on a church staff. He offers the care of the
Shepherd, lets us know of God's trust in us and leaves us with a vision that is centered on the
church's harmony with God's plan. I would place Staff Talk in rare company: alongside Henri
Nouwen's Bread for the Journey and Eugene Peterson's Living the Message. (from the Foreword)
Wallace H. Kirby Author of Affirming The Ash Heap Do you ever find yourself searching for an
appropriate prayer or devotion to open a staff meeting with? If so, Staff Talk is a comprehensive
resource you'll return to again and again. A year's worth of brief meditations, all uniquely suited for
building a sense of community and trust among your personnel, are in this extraordinary volume. Wil
Jackson draws on his extensive personal experience to share practical, effective insights in
imaginative and engaging language. A wide variety of themes and topics are covered, including
sections on building a covenant relationship, employing good management principles, and equipping
laity for ministry within the body of believers. There's even material especially appropriate for
retreat settings. Developing a cohesive and mutually supportive professional and volunteer staff is a
great challenge. Jackson's book offers hope and direction for those who lead. Sam W. Dixon Jr.
Executive Secretary, United Methodist Development Fund Wil Jackson knows the value of team
building. In Staff Talk he shares nuggets of wisdom that are keys to developing a church staff into an
effective and powerful team. Roger B. Gilbert Pastor, First Baptist Church Whiteville, North Carolina
A splendid tool to help a church staff deepen its relationships and common goals. Joseph B. Mullin
Pastor Emeritus, First Presbyterian Church Greensboro, North Carolina Wil Jackson served many
congregations during 40 years as a United Methodist pastor in the North Carolina Conference. A
graduate of High Point University and Duke Divinity School, Jackson has contributed to The Upper
Room and is the author of The Pew Talks Back.
  devotions for church leaders: What is Reformed Theology? R. C. Sproul, 2016-09-13 What
Do the Five Points of Calvinism Really Mean? Many have heard of Reformed theology, but may not
be certain what it is. Some references to it have been positive, some negative. It appears to be
important, and they'd like to know more about it. But they want a full, understandable explanation,
not a simplistic one. What Is Reformed Theology? is an accessible introduction to beliefs that have
been immensely influential in the evangelical church. In this insightful book, R. C. Sproul walks
readers through the foundations of the Reformed doctrine and explains how the Reformed belief is
centered on God, based on God's Word, and committed to faith in Jesus Christ. Sproul explains the
five points of Reformed theology and makes plain the reality of God's amazing grace.
  devotions for church leaders: The Purpose Driven Life Rick Warren, 2012-10-23 Discover
and fulfill your God-given purpose by joining the more than thirty-five million others who have
embarked on a spiritual journey that started with this #1 New York Times bestselling book by Pastor
Rick Warren. Before you were born, God knew what your life had in store for you. His hope for you is
to discover the life he created just for you--both here on earth, and forever in eternity. Let Rick
Warren guide you as you learn to live out your true purpose. The Purpose Driven Life is more than a
book; it's a road map for your spiritual journey. Combining thoughtful verses from Scripture with
timely stories and perspectives from Warren's own life, The Purpose Driven Life will help you
discover the answer to one of life's most important questions: What on earth am I here for?
Throughout The Purpose Driven Life, Warren will teach you to spend time getting to know yourself
and your creator in order to live your life to the fullest. Unlocking your true purpose will also reduce
your stress, simplify your decisions, increase your satisfaction, and, most importantly, prepare you
for eternity. Designed to be read over the course of forty-two days, The Purpose Driven Life will help
you see the big picture, giving you a fresh perspective on the way that the pieces of your life fit
together. Every chapter of The Purpose Driven Life provides a daily meditation and practical steps to
help you uncover and live out your purpose, starting with exploring three essential questions: The



Question of Existence: Why am I alive? The Question of Significance: Does my life matter? The
Question of Purpose: What on earth am I here for? Each copy of The Purpose Driven Life also
includes thoughtful discussion questions, audio Bible studies that go along with every chapter, and
access to a supportive online community, giving you the opportunity to dive even deeper into each
life-changing lesson.
  devotions for church leaders: Women in Leadership Bob Briner, 1999 One-Minute Bible books
offer a spiritual jumpstart with daily devotions designed to fit even the busiest schedules. Each
includes Scripture readings, reflections from acclaimed and classic writers, and beautiful design.
  devotions for church leaders: Sticky Teams Larry Osborne, 2010 In Sticky Teams, Larry
Osborne exposes the hidden roadblocks that all too often sabotage the health and harmony of even
the best intentioned ministry teams. Then, with practical and seasoned advice, he shows what it
takes to get a leadership board, ministry team, and an entire congregation headed in the same
direction.
  devotions for church leaders: Faith That Matters Frederick Buechner, Brennan Manning,
Henri Nouwen, Eugene H. Peterson, James K. Smith, A. W. Tozer, Dallas Willard, N. T. Wright,
2018-05-08 Together for the first time in one devotional, experience daily readings from such
bestselling and respected voices as Frederick Buechner, Brennan Manning, Henri Nouwen, Eugene
Peterson, James Bryan Smith, A. W. Tozer, Dallas Willard, and N. T. Wright. Faith That Matters was
designed to help you confidently walk in faith every day of the year. In today’s fast-paced world, it’s
easy to get lost in a never-ending list of projects and demands. We become distracted with what’s
urgent instead of what matters most. And in the process, we lose sight of who we are . . . and who
God is. Faith That Matters is a beautifully designed devotional that reminds us of the timeless truths
of Scripture. Each reading offers powerful stories and inspiring insights from trusted Christian
communicators such as: Frederick Buechner Brennan Manning Henri Nouwen Eugene Peterson
James Bryan Smith W. Tozer Dallas Willard N. T. Wright All 365 devotions also include a relevant
Bible verse, practical suggestions for living out that day’s reading, and a brief closing prayer. The
variety of contributors provides a treasure trove of unique perspectives on issues ranging from God’s
love, mercy, and hope to themes of grace, provision, and peace. These well-known authors have sold
a combined total of millions of books. Now, for the first time, their writings have been brought
together in one devotional. Whether you seek to understand the foundation of our faith tenets or
simply need a daily dose of spiritual encouragement, your heart and soul will be refreshed anew with
each reading. Draw closer to God every day of the year with Faith That Matters.
  devotions for church leaders: The Four Pages of the Sermon Paul Scott Wilson, 2010-09-01
Doing justice to the complexity of the preaching task and the questions that underlie it, Wilson
organizes both the preparation and the content of the sermon around its four pages. Each page
addresses a different theological and creative component of what happens in any sermon. Page One
presents the trouble or conflict that takes place in or that underscores the biblical text itself. Page
Two looks at similar conflict--sin or brokenness--in our own time. Page Three returns to the Bible to
identify where God is at work in or behind the text--in other words, to discover the good news. Page
Four points to God at work in our world, particularly in relation to the situations described in Page
Two.
  devotions for church leaders: True Worshipers Bob Kauflin, 2015-09-01 Everyone worships.
But Jesus tells us that God is seeking a particular kind of worshiper. In True Worshipers, a seasoned
pastor and musician guides readers toward a more engaging, transformative, and biblically faithful
understanding of the worship God is seeking. True worship is an activity rooted in the grace of the
gospel that affects every area of our lives. And while worship is more than just singing, God’s people
gathering in his presence to lift their voices in song is an activity that is biblically based, historically
rooted, and potentially life-changing. Thoroughly based in Scripture and filled with practical
guidance, this book connects Sunday worship to the rest of our lives—helping us live as true
worshipers each and every day.
  devotions for church leaders: Tozer on Christian Leadership A. W. Tozer, 2007-09-10



Leadership Wisdom from the Late, Great A.W. Tozer A.W. Tozer knew spiritual leadership as a grave
task, one demanding great devotion and even greater dependence. Tozer for the Christian Leader
makes the late pastor Tozer into your personal mentor. Saying the hard things you need to hear as
well as words of grace to build you up, he displays God’s Word in its full spectrum: as a sword and as
bread. Ignore him and you forfeit the wealth of his wisdom for you. Plug your ears and you silence
his word that instructs so highly. Read without action and you waste treasures given freely. Tozer
will inspire you to work hard for God. He will call you to cultivate a Spirit-filled heart. He will urge
you to have great faith—to see God big, pray expectantly, and worship fully. He will help you be a
better leader, one fit for service to the Most High God. These daily reflections, grouped thematically
by month, are ideal readings for any Christian leader—pastor or otherwise.
  devotions for church leaders: What, Why, How Bhante Gunaratana, 2020-01-21 Everything
you ever wanted to know but never had a chance to ask about meditation and Buddhist spiritual
practice, from one of the greatest mindfulness teachers of our time. How can I fit meditation into my
busy life? How should I understand karma and rebirth? Is enlightenment even possible for me?
Sound familiar? If you’ve ever meditated or studied Buddhism, you may have found yourself asking
these questions—and many more! Here’s the good news: there are answers, and you’ll find them all
in this book. Imagine that you could sit down with one of Buddhism’s most accomplished and
plainspoken teachers—and imagine that he patiently agreed to answer any question you had about
meditation, living mindfully, and key Buddhist concepts—even the myriad brilliant questions you’ve
never thought to ask! What, Why, How condenses into one volume a half-century of Bhante G.’s wise
answers to common questions about the Buddha’s core teachings on meditation and spiritual
practice. With his kind and clear guidance, you’ll gain simple yet powerful insights and practices to
end unhealthy patterns and habits so that you can transform your experience of the world—from
your own mind to your relationships, your job, and beyond.
  devotions for church leaders: Foundations for Kids: a 260-Day Bible Reading Plan for Kids
Robby Gallaty, 2016-11-10 A 260-day reading plan for kids that highlights the foundational passages
of scripture every disciple should know. Under the H.E.A.R. method, kids will study God's word and
memorize a verse and read an explanation of the verses. They'll work an activity to help them apply
the Bible truth, and then respond in prayer.
  devotions for church leaders: Breaking Busy Alli Worthington, 2016-01-26 Have you ever felt
like a fraud or failure as you struggle to find balance in life? Do you find yourself juggling everything
in mediocrity and feeling like you're succeeding at very little? In her no-nonsense style, Alli
Worthington--popular podcaster and author of The Year of Living Happy--tackles the big questions
about finding happiness and one's God-given purpose. Have you ever felt like a fraud or failure as
you struggle to find balance in life? Do you find yourself juggling everything in mediocrity and
feeling like you're succeeding at very little? In her no-nonsense way, Alli Worthington tackles the big
questions about finding happiness and one's God-given purpose. Breaking Busy marries popular
secular research with solid biblical principles, instilling confidence that you, too, can move from
crazy busy to confident calm. With refreshing candor, uproarious true stories, and a Christian
worldview, Alli delivers truths that dismantle common happiness myths. Then she empowers you to
get unstuck, to let go of the good to make way for the great, to know yourself and your Creator, and
ultimately to find peace and purpose in this world of crazy. You will: Learn how to stop chasing what
leaves you empty and start doing what you were created to do. Identify the common lies you believe
and how to strip their power from your life. Recognize how what you say no to determines what you
can say yes to. With relatable anecdotes, Alli models real-life guidance on boundaries, relationships,
and self-care, humbly examining her own mistakes and walking through how she learned from her
missteps and found peace in a world of busyness. If you long to find real connection with both your
loved ones and your Creator, Alli Worthington deftly balances intelligent humility and heartwarming
humor to help you rediscover your path.
  devotions for church leaders: Workers for Your Joy David Mathis, 2022-07-14 David Mathis
Examines the Qualifications and Calling of Church Leaders for a New Generation of Congregants



and Leaders We live in an age increasingly cynical about leadership—some of it for good reason,
much of it simply the mood of our times. Still, the risen Christ continues the counter-cultural work
he's done for two millennia: he appoints leaders in his church—not as a burden, but as a gift to his
people. He gave . . . the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry
(Ephesians 4:11–12). What is the nature, calling, and work of local church leadership? Pastor and
seminary professor David Mathis considers the elder qualifications in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1 not
only as prerequisites but as daily necessities to carry out joyfully. This accessible guide aims to serve
current and aspiring pastors and elders, as well as church members who want to know the
expectations for their leaders and how to pray for them. From the words of Christ to Peter and Paul
and Hebrews, the New Testament casts a vision for church leaders that is good news to churches
and leaders alike: joyful workers for the joy of their people. Great Training for Current and Aspiring
Pastors and Elders: Expands on the nature and work of local church leadership through the
framework of its qualifications in 1 Timothy 3:1–7, Titus 1:5–9, and other passages Useful for the
Whole Church: Aims to help full-time pastors, lay elders, deacons, and seminary students, as well as
church members eager to explore the true nature of leadership in the church and to pray
intentionally for their own pastors Explains 15 Virtues Church Leaders Should Pursue: Mathis
shares Spirit-given competencies that Christian leaders can draw upon week in and week out to do
the work to which Christ has called them
  devotions for church leaders: Quit Church Chris Sonksen, 2018-06-05 Let's face it. Church
isn't working. We hear sermons about the abundant life Jesus promised, but how many of us are
actually living it? How many of our churches are thriving? How many people in our congregations
are experiencing God's blessings? Maybe it's time to call it quits. Quit church? Well, not exactly.
Drawing from his experience coaching hundreds of churches toward true growth, Chris Sonksen
calls on us to quit our casual, cultural commitment to church as we know it. No more half-hearted
attempts to win the favor of God and other people by doing the right thing. No more doing things out
of a sense of duty. Instead, Sonksen reveals the spiritual habits that release the blessings of God,
both on each individual and on the church. He explains why we struggle to put these practices into
action and gives practical solutions to move us forward into health, growth, and maturity.
  devotions for church leaders: Ephesians Mark D. Roberts, 2016-11-29 A new commentary for
today's world, The Story of God Bible Commentary explains and illuminates each passage of
Scripture in light of the Bible's grand story. The first commentary series to do so, SGBC offers a
clear and compelling exposition of biblical texts, guiding everyday readers in how to creatively and
faithfully live out the Bible in their own contexts. Its story-centric approach is ideal for pastors,
students, Sunday school teachers, and laypeople alike. Each volume employs three main, easy-to-use
sections designed to help readers live out God's story: LISTEN to the Story: Includes complete NIV
text with references to other texts at work in each passage, encouraging the reader to hear it within
the Bible's grand story. EXPLAIN the Story: Explores and illuminates each text as embedded in its
canonical and historical setting. LIVE the Story: Reflects on how each text can be lived today and
includes contemporary stories and illustrations to aid preachers, teachers, and students.
—Ephesians— Like all of Paul's letters, Ephesians is centered in the gospel and its implications. It
tells the story of what God has done in Christ and spells out the ethical implications of this story. But
the letter to the Ephesians is unique among Paul's letters in many ways, including in how it tells of
the story of God, beginning before the creation of the world and ending in eternity. Edited by Scot
McKnight and Tremper Longman III, and written by a number of top-notch theologians, The Story of
God Bible Commentary series will bring relevant, balanced, and clear-minded theological insight to
any biblical education or ministry.
  devotions for church leaders: Renewed Leigh Powers, 2017-11-28 Renewed is a devotional
providing healing for those in ministry who have been hurt in the church. Ministry is a privilege, but
it can also be a painful experience. Unrealistic expectations, church conflict, forced resignations,
and our own struggles with burnout, loneliness, and insecurity can make church feel more like a
place of wounding than a place of healing. How can wounded leaders find the courage to reject



bitterness and keep loving the church? Renewed is a forty-day devotional for women in ministry,
ministry wives, and lay leaders who have been wounded by their congregations. You are not alone.
God sees your pain. He knows your hurts. And he is waiting to bind up your broken heart. This
forty-day journey into the healing love of Jesus will help you find the courage to stop hiding and start
loving the church again.
  devotions for church leaders: Spiritual Friendship Wesley Hill, 2015-04-14 Christianity
Today Book Award Winner Friendship is a relationship like no other. Unlike the relationships we are
born into, we choose our friends. It is also tenuous--we can end a friendship at any time. But should
friendship be so free and unconstrained? Although our culture tends to pay more attention to
romantic love, marriage, family, and other forms of community, friendship is a genuine love in its
own right. This eloquent book reminds us that Scripture and tradition have a high view of friendship.
Single Christians, particularly those who are gay and celibate, may find it is a form of love to which
they are especially called. Writing with deep empathy and with fidelity to historic Christian teaching,
Wesley Hill retrieves a rich understanding of friendship as a spiritual vocation and explains how the
church can foster friendship as a basic component of Christian discipleship. He helps us reimagine
friendship as a robust form of love that is worthy of honor and attention in communities of faith. This
book sets forth a positive calling for celibate gay Christians and suggests practical ways for all
Christians to cultivate stronger friendships.
  devotions for church leaders: A Leader's Heart John C. Maxwell, 2010-10-04 One of the
world's greatest leadership experts, John Maxwell, brings winning concepts and daily devotions into
a journaling format designed specifically for today's leaders. Each devotion offers clear and
straightforward leadership examples that will bolster confidence and encourage leading from the
heart. Journaling lines allow space for personal reflection. A Leader's Heart includes relevant topics
such as: Success Stewardship Teamwork Mentoring Leaders need encouragement, too, and who
better to send it than the leader of leaders. A Leader's Heart is perfect for those seeking a greater
understanding of leadership qualities, real-life examples of how to apply John Maxwell's teachings,
and how to excel in leadership today.
  devotions for church leaders: Psalms for Praying Nan C. Merrill, 2006-12-05 Every
commentary on the Book of Psalms has had to face the issue that many of these prayers celebrate
wrath and vengeance. Merrill has re-examined the Psalms and transformed them into a work of piety
and art. Taking each psalm in turn, she brings a vivid brilliance to some of the world's greatest
prayers.
  devotions for church leaders: Help Her Be Brave Amy Ford, 2021-01-05 Discover your place
in the pro-life movement. What if we lived in a world where every woman with an unplanned
pregnancy always felt empowered to choose life for her unborn baby? To create that kind of change,
it will take all of us. As the church, we can play a powerful role in making abortion unthinkable. With
Help Her Be Brave, you can discover your part in saving lives and find your pro-life passion. This
includes how to: Learn practical ways to get involved using your unique gifts and talents Find
women with unexpected pregnancies and connect them to support Use your influence and be a voice
for the voiceless Make your church a refuge for abortion vulnerable women If abortion became
illegal today, the church isn’t ready to help women practically, spiritually and emotionally. It’s time
to change that. We can’t look away any longer. This is our moment for us to stand up and help her be
brave.
  devotions for church leaders: The Christian ministry Charles Bridges, 1844
  devotions for church leaders: What Is a Healthy Church? Mark Dever, 2024-09-26 Key
Traits of a Healthy Church to Develop within the Local Body What is an ideal church, and how can
you tell? How does it look different from other churches? More importantly, how does it act
differently, especially in society? Many of us aren't sure how to answer those questions, even though
we probably have some preconceived ideas. This book answers those questions and many more.
Author Mark Dever seeks to help believers recognize the key characteristics of a healthy church:
expositional preaching, biblical theology, and a right understanding of the gospel. Dever then calls



us to develop those characteristics in our own churches. By following the example of New Testament
authors and addressing all members of the church, pastors and laity alike, Dever challenges all
believers to do their part in maintaining the local church. Part of the 9Marks Building Healthy
Churches series, What Is a Healthy Church? offers timeless truths and practical principles to help
each of us fulfill our God-given roles in the body of Christ. Offers an Ideal Church Model:
Encourages pastors and members to implement healthy church qualities within their local body
Written by Mark Dever: Pastor, bestselling author, and president of 9Marks From 9Marks: Other
titles in the Building Healthy Churches series include Church Discipline; Deacons; and Church
Membership Replaces ISBN 978-1-58134-937-5
  devotions for church leaders: Thriving in Babylon Larry Osborne, 2015-04-01 Meet a man
forced to live in a fast changing and godless society. He faced fears about the future, concern for his
safety, and the discouragement of world that seemed to be falling apart at warp speed. Sound
familiar? His name was Daniel, and with the power of hope, humility, and wisdom, he not only
thrived, he changed an empire while he was at it. Though he lived thousands of years ago, he has a
much to teach us today. Even in Babylon, God Is in Control In Thriving in Babylon, Larry Osborne
explores the “adult” story of Daniel to help us not only survive – but actually thrive in an increasingly
godless culture. Here Pastor Osborne looks at: - Why panic and despair are never from God- What
true optimism looks like- How humility disarms even our greatest of enemies- Why respect causes
even those who will have nothing to do with God to listen- How wisdom can snatch victory out of the
jaws of defeat For those who know Jesus and understand the full implications of the cross, the
resurrection, and the promises of Jesus, everything changes – not only in us, but also in our world.
  devotions for church leaders: Daily Joy Russell M. Nelson, 2020-11-02
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