DEAR MR HENSHAW

DEAR MR HENSHAW STANDS AS ONE OF THE MOST CELEBRATED CHILDREN’S NOVELS IN AMERICAN LITERATURE, WRITTEN BY THE
RENOWNED AUTHOR BEVERLY CLEARY. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE LASTING IMPACT, THEMES, AND LITERARY SIGNIFICANCE OF
“DEAR MR. HENSHAW,” A NOVEL THAT FOLLOWS YOUNG LEIGH BOTTS AS HE NAVIGATES THE CHALLENGES OF GROWING UP
THROUGH HEARTFELT LETTERS TO HIS FAVORITE AUTHOR. READERS WILL DISCOVER A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE
BOOK’S PLOT, MAJOR CHARACTERS, CENTRAL THEMES, AND ITS ENDURING INFLUENCE ON YOUNG ADULT FICTION. THE ARTICLE
ALSO DELVES INTO BEVERLY CLEARY’S WRITING STYLE, THE BOOK’S CRITICAL RECEPTION, AND WHY “DEAR MR. HENSHAW
REMAINS A BELOVED CHOICE FOR EDUCATORS, PARENTS, AND CHILDREN. W/HETHER YOU ARE SEARCHING FOR A DETAILED
SUMMARY, ANALYSIS, OR WANT TO UNDERSTAND THE NOVEL’S PLACE IN LITERARY HISTORY, THIS GUIDE OFFERS ALL THE
INFORMATION YOU NEED ABOUT “DeAR MR. HENSHAW.”
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OVERVIEW OF "DeEAR MR. HeENSHAW "

“DEAR MR. HENSHAW" IS A CHILDREN’S NOVEL PUBLISHED IN 1983 BY BEVERLY CLEARY, ONE OF THE MOST PROLIFIC AND
RESPECTED AUTHORS IN CHILDREN’S LITERATURE. THE STORY IS PRESENTED THROUGH A SERIES OF LETTERS WRITTEN BY LEIGH
BOTTS, A YOUNG BOY, TO HIS FAVORITE AUTHOR, MR. BOYD HENSHAW. THIS EPISTOLARY FORMAT ALLOWS READERS TO
EXPERIENCE LEIGH’S PERSONAL GROWTH AND EMOTIONAL JOURNEY IN A UNIQUE, INTIMATE WAY. THE BOOK ADDRESSES
RELATABLE ISSUES SUCH AS DIVORCE, LONELINESS, AND SELF-DISCOVERY, MAKING IT A POIGNANT READ FOR CHILDREN AND
ADULTS ALIKE. “DEAR MR. HENSHAW " IS NOTABLE FOR ITS REALISTIC PORTRAYAL OF A YOUNG BOY'S STRUGGLES AND
TRIUMPHS, AND IT CONTINUES TO BE A STAPLE IN SCHOOL CURRICULUMS AND LIBRARIES WORLDWIDE.

PLoT SUMMARY AND MAIN CHARACTERS

PLoT SUMMARY

THE NARRATIVE OF “DEAR MR. HENSHAW” UNFOLDS THROUGH LEIGH BOTTS’ LETTERS TO BOYD HENSHAW, AN AUTHOR WHOSE
WORK HE ADMIRES. INITIALLY, LEIGH WRITES TO MR. HENSHAW AS PART OF A SCHOOL ASSIGNMENT, BUT HIS CORRESPONDENCE
SOON BECOMES A PERSONAL OUTLET FOR HIS THOUGHTS AND FEELINGS. LEIGH GRAPPLES WITH HIS PARENTS’ DIVORCE, MOVING
TO A NEW TOWN, AND ADJUSTING TO LIFE AT A NEW SCHOOL. AS HE CONTINUES TO WRITE, LEIGH’S LETTERS EVOLVE FROM
SIMPLE QUESTIONS TO HEARTFELT REFLECTIONS, REVEALING HIS STRUGGLES WITH LONELINESS, HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH HIS
PARENTS, AND HIS DESIRE TO FIT IN. THE STORY CAPTURES LEIGH’S JOURNEY TOWARD SELF-ACCEPTANCE AND RESILIENCE.



MAIN CHARACTERS

e LeiGH BoTTs: THe PROTAGONIST, A SENSITIVE AND THOUGHTFUL BOY WHO USES LETTER WRITING TO COPE WITH
PERSONAL CHALLENGES.

® BoYD HENSHAW: THE AUTHOR WHOM LEIGH ADMIRES AND WRITES TO, ALTHOUGH HE RESPONDS BRIEFLY, HIS
ENCOURAGEMENT HELPS LEIGH OPEN UP.

® LEIGH’S MOTHER: SUPPORTIVE AND HARDW ORKING, SHE HELPS LEIGH ADJUST TO THEIR NEW LIFE AFTER DIVORCE.
¢ LEiGH’s FATHER: A TRUCK DRIVER, WHOSE ABSENCE AND SPORADIC CONTACT AFFECT LEIGH DEEPLY.

e OTHER ScHooL FIGURES: INCLUDING TEACHERS AND CLASSMATES, WHO CONTRIBUTE TO LEIGH’S EXPERIENCES AT HIS
NEW SCHOOL.

THeMES ExPLORED IN “DEAR MR. HENSHAW "

FAMILY AND DIVORCE

ONE OF THE CENTRAL THEMES IN “DEAR MR. HENSHAW " IS THE IMPACT OF DIVORCE ON CHILDREN AND FAMILIES. LEIGH’S
STRUGGLE TO COME TO TERMS WITH HIS PARENTS’ SEPARATION IS DEPICTED WITH HONESTY AND SENSITIVITY. THE NOVEL
EXPLORES HOW FAMILY DYNAMICS CHANGE AND HOW CHILDREN COPE WITH LOSS, CHANGE, AND THE COMPLEXITIES OF
RELATIONSHIPS.

L ONELINESS AND FRIENDSHIP

LEIGH’S FEELINGS OF LONELINESS ARE A RECURRING MOTIF THROUGHOUT THE NOVEL. MOVING TO A NEW TOWN AND SCHOOL
LEAVES HIM FEELING ISOLATED, BUT HIS CORRESPONDENCE WITH MR. HENSHAW AND INTERACTIONS WITH CLASSMATES REVEAL
THE CHALLENGES AND REWARDS OF MAKING FRIENDS. THE STORY EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNICATION AND EMPATHY
IN OVERCOMING SOCIAL BARRIERS.

PersoNAL GROWTH AND SELF-DiSCOVERY

THROUGH THE PROCESS OF WRITING LETTERS, LEIGH DISCOVERS MORE ABOUT HIMSELF, HIS FEELINGS, AND HIS STRENGTHS. THE
NOVEL HIGHLIGHTS THE VALUE OF INTROSPECTION, RESILIENCE, AND CREATIVE EXPRESSION AS TOOLS FOR PERSONAL GROWTH.
LEIGH’S JOURNEY IS A TESTAMENT TO HOW YOUNG PEOPLE CAN NAVIGATE DIFFICULT EMOTIONS AND EMERGE STRONGER.

BeVERLY CLEARY’S WRITING STYLE AND APPROACH

EPISTOLARY FORMAT

BeVERLY CLEARY’S CHOICE OF THE EPISTOLARY FORMAT—TELLING THE STORY THROUGH LETTERS—PROVIDES UNIQUE INSIGHT
INTO LEIGH’S INNER WORLD. THIS APPROACH ENCOURAGES READERS TO CONNECT WITH THE PROTAGONIST’S VOICE AND
EXPERIENCES IN A DIRECT, PERSONAL WAY. THE FORMAT ALSO MAKES THE NOVEL ACCESSIBLE AND RELATABLE FOR YOUNG
READERS.



AUTHENTIC DIALOGUE AND REALISM

CLEARY IS KNOWN FOR HER AUTHENTIC PORTRAYAL OF CHILDREN’S VOICES AND REALISTIC SITUATIONS. IN “DEAR MR.
HENSHA\)V,” THE DIALOGUE AND CHARACTER INTERACTIONS FEEL GENUINE AND REFLECT THE EVERYDAY CHALLENGES FACED BY
YOUNG PEOPLE. THE WRITING AVOIDS SENTIMENTALITY, FOCUSING INSTEAD ON HONEST EMOTIONS AND PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS.

CriTICAL RECEPTION AND AWARDS

UPON ITS RELEASE, “DEAR MR. HENSHAW " RECEIVED WIDESPREAD ACCLAIM FROM CRITICS, EDUCATORS, AND READERS. THE
NOVEL WAS PRAISED FOR ITS EMOTIONAL DEPTH, RELATABLE CHARACTERS, AND INNOVATIVE NARRATIVE STYLE. IN 1984,
BeverLY CLEARY WAS AWARDED THE PRESTIGIOUS NEWBERY MEDAL, RECOGNIZING “DEAR MR. HENSHAW " AS THE MOST
DISTINGUISHED CONTRIBUTION TO AMERICAN LITERATURE FOR CHILDREN THAT YEAR. THE BOOK HAS SINCE BEEN INCLUDED IN
NUMEROUS RECOMMENDED READING LISTS AND CONTINUES TO INFLUENCE GENERATIONS OF READERS AND WRITERS.

EbucATIONAL V ALUE AND CLASSROOM USE

CURRICULUM INTEGRATION

“DeaAr MR. HensHAW” 1S FREQUENTLY USED IN EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS TO TEACH LITERARY ANALYSIS, CREATIVE WRITING, AND
SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LEARNING. THE NOVEL’S APPROACHABLE LANGUAGE AND RELATABLE THEMES MAKE IT AN EXCELLENT CHOICE

FOR CLASSROOM DISCUSSION AND ASSIGNMENTS. TEACHERS OFTEN USE LEIGH’S LETTERS TO INSPIRE STUDENTS TO WRITE THEIR

OWN LETTERS OR JOURNALS, FOSTERING LITERACY AND SELF-EXPRESSION.

DiscussioN Toprics AND ACTIVITIES

® EXPLORING FAMILY DYNAMICS AND COPING STRATEGIES THROUGH LITERATURE
® ANALYZING CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT AND MOTIVATION

o CREATIVE WRITING EXERCISES INSPIRED BY LEIGH’S LETTERS

GROUP DISCUSSIONS ON EMPATHY, FRIENDSHIP, AND RESILIENCE

® PROJECTS ON THE IMPACT OF DIVORCE AND CHANGE IN CHILDREN’S LIVES

LEGACY AND IMPACT ON YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE

“DEAR MR. HENSHAW" HAS LEFT A LASTING MARK ON THE GENRE OF CHILDREN’S AND YOUNG ADULT FICTION. |TS HONEST
DEPICTION OF REAL-LIFE ISSUES SET A STANDARD FOR FUTURE NOVELS, ENCOURAGING AUTHORS TO ADDRESS COMPLEX TOPICS
WITH SENSITIVITY AND AUTHENTICITY. BEVERLY CLEARY’S WORK PAVED THE WAY FOR MORE DIVERSE AND EMOTIONALLY
NUANCED STORIES IN LITERATURE FOR YOUNG READERS. THE BOOK’S LEGACY IS EVIDENT IN ITS CONTINUED POPULARITY,
REPEATED PRINTINGS, AND ROLE AS AN INFLUENTIAL TEACHING TOOL. GENERATIONS OF READERS HAVE FOUND COMFORT,
INSPIRATION, AND UNDERSTANDING IN LEIGH BOTTS’ JOURNEY, MAKING “DEAR MR. HENSHAW" A TIMELESS CLASSIC.



Q: WHo IS THE AUTHOR OF “DEAR MR. HENSHAW P

A: BeverLY CLEARY IS THE AUTHOR OF “DEAR MR. HENSHAW,” PUBLISHED IN 1983.

Q: WHAT IS THE MAIN PLOT OF “DEAR MR. HENSHAW"'?

A: THE STORY FOLLOWS LEIGH BOTTS, A YOUNG BOY WHO WRITES LETTERS TO HIS FAVORITE AUTHOR, BOYD HENSHAW, TO
COPE WITH HIS PARENTS DIVORCE AND OTHER PERSONAL CHALLENGES.

Q: WHy pID “DeEAR MR. HENSHAW" WIN THE NEWBERY MEDAL?

A: "DEAR MR. HENSHAW " WON THE NEWBERY MEDAL FOR ITS DISTINGUISHED CONTRIBUTION TO CHILDREN’S LITERATURE,
ESPECIALLY ITS REALISTIC PORTRAYAL OF A YOUNG BOY’S EMOTIONAL JOURNEY AND INNOVATIVE NARRATIVE STYLE.

Q: WHAT AGE GROUP IS “DEAR MR. HENSHAW" APPROPRIATE FOR?

A: THE NOVEL IS RECOMMENDED FOR MIDDLE-GRADE READERS, TYPICALLY AGES 8-12.

Q: WHAT ARE THE MAIN THEMES IN “DEAR MR. HENSHAW P

A: KEY THEMES INCLUDE FAMILY, DIVORCE, LONELINESS, FRIENDSHIP, PERSONAL GROWTH, AND SELF-DISCOVERY.

Q: HowW DOES THE EPISTOLARY FORMAT IMPACT THE STORY?

A: THE LETTER-WRITING FORMAT PROVIDES DIRECT ACCESS TO LEIGH’S THOUGHTS AND FEELINGS, MAKING THE STORY ENGAGING
AND RELATABLE FOR READERS.

Q: How cAN TEACHERS USE “DEAR MR. HENSHAW" IN THE CLASSROOM?

A: TEACHERS CAN INTEGRATE THE NOVEL INTO LESSONS ON LITERARY ANALYSIS, CREATIVE WRITING, AND SOCIAL"EMOTIONAL
LEARNING, USING LEIGH’S LETTERS AS PROMPTS AND DISCUSSION STARTERS.

Q: Is “DeAr MR. HENSHAW" PART OF A SERIES?

A: WHILE NOT PART OF A SERIES, BeVERLY CLEARY HAS WRITTEN OTHER STANDALONE CHILDREN’S NOVELS THAT SHARE
SIMILAR THEMES AND STYLE.

Q: WHAT CHALLENGES DOES LEIGH FACE IN THE STORY?

A: LEIGH DEALS WITH HIS PARENTS’ DIVORCE, MOVING TO A NEW TOWN, FEELING LONELY, AND TRYING TO FIT IN AT SCHOOL.

Q: WHy Is “DeAR MR. HENSHAW" CONSIDERED A CLASSIC?

A:lTs HONEST, RELATABLE PORTRAYAL OF CHILDHOOD CHALLENGES, INNOVATIVE FORMAT, AND ENDURING POPULARITY HAVE
CONTRIBUTED TO ITS STATUS AS A CLASSIC IN CHILDREN’S LITERATURE.
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Dear Mr. Henshaw: A Deep Dive into a
Classic Coming-of-Age Story

Are you searching for a poignant and insightful exploration of childhood loneliness, self-discovery,
and the power of communication? Then look no further than Beverly Cleary's beloved novel, Dear
Mr. Henshaw. This blog post will delve into the heart of this classic coming-of-age story, examining
its themes, characters, and lasting impact on readers. We'll explore why Dear Mr. Henshaw remains
a relevant and powerful read for young readers and adults alike, offering a comprehensive look at its
literary merit and enduring appeal.

Understanding the Power of Letter Writing in "Dear
Mr. Henshaw"

At its core, Dear Mr. Henshaw is a story told through letters. Leigh Botts, the protagonist, pours his
heart out to his favorite author, Mr. Henshaw, revealing his insecurities, anxieties, and budding self-
awareness. This epistolary style, far from being a limitation, becomes a powerful tool in portraying
Leigh's emotional journey. The reader becomes intimately involved in Leigh's life, experiencing his
struggles and triumphs alongside him. The immediacy and vulnerability of his letters create a strong
connection between the reader and the young protagonist.

The Importance of Mentorship and Connection

Leigh's correspondence with Mr. Henshaw transcends a simple fan letter; it becomes a crucial
element of mentorship. Mr. Henshaw's thoughtful responses offer Leigh guidance and support,
reminding him that he is not alone in his experiences. This mentor-mentee relationship is subtly
crafted, highlighting the significance of connection and the positive impact even seemingly small
acts of kindness can have on a child's life. The book emphasizes the importance of adult figures who
listen and validate a child's feelings, fostering a sense of hope and self-worth.
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Exploring the Themes of Loneliness and Self-Discovery
in "Dear Mr. Henshaw"

Dear Mr. Henshaw tackles the often-overlooked struggles of childhood loneliness with remarkable
sensitivity. Leigh grapples with the recent separation of his parents, his feelings of isolation, and the
challenges of adjusting to a new life. His letters provide a safe space to process these emotions,
highlighting the universal experience of feeling misunderstood and alone.

The Journey of Self-Acceptance

The novel is not just about overcoming loneliness; it’s a profound exploration of self-discovery.
Through writing, Leigh begins to understand himself better. He processes his emotions, confronts
his fears, and gradually gains confidence in his abilities. The act of writing itself becomes a form of
self-therapy, enabling him to articulate his thoughts and feelings, and ultimately to accept himself.

Analyzing the Character Development of Leigh Botts

Leigh Botts is a compelling and relatable character. He's not perfect; he struggles with self-doubt,
frustration, and the anxieties of growing up. However, his authenticity and vulnerability make him
incredibly endearing to readers. The gradual development of his character, witnessed through his
letters, underscores the power of perseverance and self-belief.

Mr. Henshaw: A Symbol of Hope and Understanding

Mr. Henshaw, while not physically present for most of the story, is a pivotal character. He
represents the compassionate adult figure who offers guidance and validation without imposing
judgment. His responses to Leigh's letters are thoughtful and encouraging, providing a much-needed
source of comfort and hope in Leigh's life.

The Enduring Legacy of "Dear Mr. Henshaw"

Dear Mr. Henshaw continues to resonate with readers of all ages because it deals with universal
themes that transcend time and circumstance. The struggles of childhood, the importance of
connection, and the power of self-expression are relevant experiences for everyone. The book's
enduring popularity speaks to its ability to connect with readers on an emotional level, reminding us
of the power of empathy, understanding, and the transformative potential of human connection.



Conclusion

Dear Mr. Henshaw is more than just a children's book; it's a poignant exploration of childhood,
loneliness, self-discovery, and the power of communication. Beverly Cleary masterfully crafts a story
that resonates deeply with readers, highlighting the importance of mentorship, self-acceptance, and
the transformative power of human connection. Its enduring popularity is a testament to its timeless
themes and its ability to connect with readers on an emotional level.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What age group is Dear Mr. Henshaw best suited for? While technically a children's book, Dear
Mr. Henshaw resonates with readers of all ages, particularly those who appreciate realistic
portrayals of childhood and the complexities of human emotion. Middle-grade readers (ages 8-12)
will likely find it most engaging, but adults can also find it insightful and moving.

2. What makes the epistolary style of the novel so effective? The epistolary style provides an intimate
and immediate connection to Leigh's thoughts and feelings. The reader experiences his struggles
and triumphs directly through his words, fostering a strong emotional bond.

3. What are the key themes explored in the novel? The primary themes include loneliness, self-
discovery, mentorship, the power of communication, and the importance of human connection.

4. How does the book portray the challenges of divorce on children? The novel subtly portrays the
impact of parental separation on Leigh's life, showcasing his feelings of sadness, confusion, and
adjustment. It demonstrates the wide range of emotions children experience during such difficult
times.

5. Why is Dear Mr. Henshaw still considered a relevant and important read today? The book's
enduring appeal lies in its exploration of universal themes - loneliness, self-discovery, and the
importance of human connection - which remain relevant regardless of time or social context. It also
offers a powerful message about the importance of empathy, understanding, and the positive impact
of adult mentorship.

dear mr henshaw: Dear Mr. Henshaw Beverly Cleary, 2009-10-06 Newbery Medal Winner *
Teachers’ Top 100 Books for Children * ALA Notable Children’s Book Beverly Cleary’s timeless
Newbery Medal-winning book explores difficult topics like divorce, insecurity, and bullying through
the thoughts and emotions of a sixth-grade boy as he writes to his favorite author, Boyd Henshaw.
After his parents separate, Leigh Botts moves to a new town with his mother. Struggling to make
friends and deal with his anger toward his absent father, Leigh loses himself in a class assignment in
which he must write to his favorite author. When Mr. Henshaw responds, the two form an
unexpected friendship that will change Leigh’s life forever. From the beloved author of the Henry
Huggins, Ramona Quimby, and Ralph S. Mouse series comes an epistolary novel about how to
navigate and heal from life’s growing pains.

dear mr henshaw: She/He/They/Me Robyn Ryle, 2019-03-05 An accessible guide for learning



about gender identity for those questioning their own genders, generally curious about gender, or
interested in better understanding someone else's identity. If you've ever questioned the logic of
basing an entire identity around what you have between your legs, it's time to embark on a daring
escape outside of the binary box. Written in a choose-your-own path style, you'll explore over one
hundred different scenarios that embrace nearly every definition of gender around the globe and
throughout history in a refreshingly creative exploration of the ways gender colors and shapes our
world. In She/He/They/Me, Dr. Robyn Ryle, professor of sociology and gender studies at Hanover
College in Indiana, thoughtfully discusses gender constructs, expectations, and transitions along
with covering everything from the science, biology, and psychology of gender to the philosophy,
legality and societal implications. This is a must-read for better understanding and celebrating
LGBTQ+, nonbinary, and transgender identities and a great resource for parents of gender queer
kids. Praise for She/He/They/Me: An engaging, choose-your-own-adventure-style guide to gender
that encourages readers to travel down paths with which they may not be familiar. These guided
thought experiments are opportunities to consider just how strongly our gender assignments
influence our daily lives.—Psychology Today Light and accessible, this is a smart and streamlined
journey through the nuances of gender identity.—Booklist

dear mr henshaw: Strider Beverly Cleary, 2009-10-06 This sequel to Beverly Cleary's beloved
Newbery Medal-winning classic, Dear Mr. Henshaw, stars Strider, a dog who loves to run. Can a
stray dog change the life of a teenage boy? It looks as if Strider can. He's a dog that loves to run;
because of Strider, Leigh Botts finds himself running—well enough to join the school track team.
Strider changes Leigh on the inside, too, as he finally begins to accept his parents' divorce and gets
to know a redheaded girl he's been admiring. With Strider's help, Leigh finds that the future he once
hated to be asked about now holds something he never expected: hope. Strider is a winning dog
adventure for kids ages 6-12. It can be read alongside the beloved classic Dear Mr. Henshaw or on
its own.

dear mr henshaw: A Guide for Using Dear Mr. Henshaw in the Classroom Angela Bean Bolton,
1995-10 Curriculum connections -- Unit tests -- Vocabulary -- Critical thinking--Cover.

dear mr henshaw: Runaway Ralph Beverly Cleary, 1991-11-01 The rousing notes of the bugle
and the laughter and shouting increased the feeling of rebellion within Ralph. As the last strains of
the bugle call hovered in the clear mountain air, Ralph made up his mind. He knew now what he was
going to do. He was going to run away. Fed up with his timid mother and uncle and his squirmy little
cousins, Ralph hops onto his toy motorcycle and zooms down the road to summer camp. It turns out
camp is not all peanut butter and jelly sandwiches and fun. A strict watchdog, a mouse-hungry cat,
and a troubled boy named Garf lead Ralph on some fur-raising escapades. Perhaps home isn't such a
bad place to be, if only Ralph can find a way to get there again.

dear mr henshaw: Ramona's World Beverly Cleary, 2000 The latest book in the hugely
popular series about Ramona Quimby. Ramona is just starting the fourth grade and believes this will
be 'the best year of her life, so far.' As well as her older sister, Beezus, Ramona now has a new baby
sister, Roberta. But best of all, she has a new best friend, Daisy. Beverly Cleary is one of America's
most popular authors and has won many prestigious awards, including the American Library
Association's Laura Ingalls Wilder Award. This new Ramona book is being published alongside the
first two Ramona books, Beezus and Ramona and Ramona the Pest. The rest of Beverly Cleary's
Ramona books will also be published in the near future.

dear mr henshaw: Mitch and Amy Beverly Cleary, 2009-10-06 Newbery Medal-winning author
Beverly Cleary brings her classic warmth and humor to this story about sibling rivalry and
teamwork. Mitch and Amy both think being twins is fun, but that doesn't stop them from squabbling.
Amy is good at reading. Mitch is a math whiz. Amy likes to play pretend. Mitch would rather
skateboard. They never want to watch the same television show. And they always try to get the
better of each other. Then the school bully starts picking on Mitch—and on Amy, too. Now the twins
have something rotten in common: Alan Hibbler. Can Mitch and Amy set aside their squabbles and
band together to defeat a bully? Second through fourth graders will enjoy reading about Mitch and



Amy—and it's especially perfect for siblings and anyone dealing with a bully at school.

dear mr henshaw: Henry and Beezus Beverly Cleary, 2009-10-06 Newbery Medal winner
Beverly Cleary tells the story of a boy with a goal—and the girl who helps him achieve it.
Well-meaning Henry Huggins would do anything to get the bike of his dreams. But every idea he has
keeps falling flat. Selling bubble gum on the playground gets him in trouble with his teacher. There’s
the paper route, but Henry’s dog Ribsy nearly ruins that with his nose for mischief. Even pesky little
Ramona Quimby manages to get in the way of Henry’s chance at a bike. But it’s with the help of his
best friend Beezus that there may be a way. After all—with a friend by your side, anything is
possible. Don't miss the beloved classic Henry Huggins books from Beverly Cleary. Boys and girls
alike will be charmed instantly by an average boy whose life is turned upside down when he meets a
lovable puppy with a nose for mischief. These are truly classics that stand the test of time and still
leave readers 7-13 smiling.

dear mr henshaw: Soar Joan Bauer, 2016-01-05 Newbery Honor-winner Joan Bauer's newest
protagonist always sees the positive side of any situation—and readers will cheer him on! Jeremiah is
the world’s biggest baseball fan. He really loves baseball and he knows just about everything there is
to know about his favorite sport. So when he’s told he can’t play baseball following an operation on
his heart, Jeremiah decides he’ll do the next best thing and become a coach. Hillcrest, where
Jeremiah and his father Walt have just moved, is a town known for its championship baseball team.
But Jeremiah finds the town caught up in a scandal and about ready to give up on baseball. It’s up to
Jeremiah and his can-do spirit to get the town - and the team - back in the game. Full of humor,
heart, and baseball lore, Soar is Joan Bauer at her best.

dear mr henshaw: Querido Senor Henshaw / Dear Mr. Henshaw Beverly Cleary, 1997-10
Leigh Botts, un muchacho de 10 afios de edad, escribe cartas a su escritor favorito. En sus cartas,
Leigh se da cuenta de que en papel se puede expresar de una forma que jamas se hubiera atrevido
personalmente sobre el divorcio de sus padres y acerca de encontrarse a si mismo.

dear mr henshaw: Ellen Tebbits Beverly Cleary, 2009-10-06 Newbery Medal-winning author
Beverly Cleary brings her warm humor to this funny story of a girl readers will recognize—and love.
This funny realistic friendship story captures the intensity of kids' emotions and is the second book
beloved author Beverly Cleary published. Ellen Tebbits has an embarrassing secret that she'll never
share with anyone. That is, until she meets Austine—and discovers that Austine has the exact same
secret! Soon the girls are best friends who do everything together—attending dance class, riding
horses, and dodging pesky Otis Spofford, the neighborhood troublemaker. But then Ellen does
something terrible . . . and now Austine isn't speaking to her. Ellen desperately wants her best friend
back. How can she show Austine how sorry she is? Ellen Tebbits is a funny school and friendship
story that stands the test of time—perfect for independent reading for second and third graders.

dear mr henshaw: The World of Beverly Cleary 4-Book Collection Beverly Cleary, 2016-04-05
Newbery Medal-winning Beverly Cleary’s books have delighted children for generations, and
beloved characters such as Ramona, Henry Huggins, and Ralph S. Mouse continue to appeal to
young readers today. For a taste of Beverly Cleary’s extensive work, this ebook collection features
several of her most cherished titles! Henry Huggins: In Beverly Cleary's first novel, boys and girls
alike will instantly be charmed by an average boy whose life is turned upside down when he meets a
lovable puppy with a nose for mischief. Ramona the Pest: Ramona Quimby is excited to finally start
kindergarten. Then she gets into trouble for pulling her classmate's boingy curls during recess. Even
worse, her crush rejects her in front of everyone. Beezus says Ramona needs to quit being a pest,
but how can she stop if she was never trying to be one in the first place? The Mouse and the
Motorcycle: In this imaginative adventure, a young mouse named Ralph is thrown into a world of
excitement when a boy and his shiny toy motorcycle check into the Mountain View Inn. Socks: Ever
since the day Mr. and Mrs. Bricker saved Socks the cat from a life spent in a mailbox drop slot, he
has been the center of their world. But when a new baby arrives, suddenly the Brickers have less
and less time for Socks. Socks feels left out! What will it take to make Socks realize just how much
the Brickers care about him?



dear mr henshaw: Ralph S. Mouse Beverly Cleary, 2009-10-06 Presents the further
adventures of a motorcycle-riding mouse who goes to school and becomes the instigator of an
investigation of rodents and the peacemaker for two lonely boys.

dear mr henshaw: Fifteen Beverly Cleary, 2009-10-06 With her usual warmth, perceptiveness,
and humor, Newbery Medal winner Beverly Cleary creates the joys and worries of a young girl's first
crush. It seems too good to be true. The most popular boy in school has asked Jane out—and she's
never even dated before. Stan is tall and good-looking, friendly and hard-working—everything Jane
ever dreamed of. But is she ready for this? Suppose her parents won't let her go? What if she's
nervous and makes a fool of herself? Maybe he'll think she's too young. If only she knew all the
clever things to say. If only she were prettier. If only she were ready for this...

dear mr henshaw: Rodent Lisa ]J. Lawrence, 2016-03-22 In this novel for teens, Isabelle knows
all about shouldering responsibility: she looks after her younger siblings because their mother is
often drunk or absent. School is a nightmare, but one teacher seems to understand that Isabelle has
talent to spare.

dear mr henshaw: My Own Two Feet Beverly Cleary, 2009-03-17 Told in her own words, My
Own Two Feet is Newbery Medal-winning author Beverly Cleary’s second heartfelt and relatable
memoir. The New Yorker called Beverly Cleary's first volume of memoirs, A Girl From Yamhill, a
warm, honest book, as interesting as any novel. Now the creator of the classic children's stories
millions grew up with continues her own fascinating story. Here is Beverly Cleary, from college
years to the publication of her first book. It is a fascinating look at her life and a writing career that
spans three generations, continuing to capture the hearts and imaginations of children of all ages
throughout the world. Beverly Cleary's books have sold more than 85 million copies and have been
translated into twenty-nine different languages, which speaks to the worldwide reach and love of her
stories. She was honored with a Newbery Honor for Ramona and Her Father and a second one for
Ramona Quimby, Age 8. She received the John Newbery Medal for Dear Mr. Henshaw, which was
inspired by letters she’d received from children. Her autobiographies, A Girl from Yamhill and My
Own Two Feet, are a wonderful way to get to know more about this most beloved children's book
author.

dear mr henshaw: Socks Beverly Cleary, 2009-10-06 Both children and adults with roar with
laughter.—School Library Journal Newbery Medal-winning author Beverly Cleary charms readers
with yet another lovable character—Socks, a jealous cat who must learn to share his owners with
their new baby. Socks is one happy cat. He lives the good life with his affectionate owners, Mr. and
Mrs. Bricker. Ever since the day they saved him from a life spent in a mailbox drop slot, Socks has
been the center of their world. And he always has everything he needs—tasty kitty treats and all the
lap room he could want! But when a new baby arrives, suddenly the Brickers have less and less time
for Socks. Little Charles William is the one getting all the attention. Socks feels left out—and to show
it, he starts getting into all sorts of trouble! What will it take to make Socks realize just how much
the Brickers care about him?

dear mr henshaw: The Hero and the Crown Robin McKinley, 1984-10-15 Robin McKinley's
mesmerizing history of Damar is the stuff that legends are made of. The Hero and the Crown is a
dazzling prequel to The Blue Sword. Aerin is the only child of the king of Damar, and should be his
rightful heir. But she is also the daughter of a witchwoman of the North, who died when she was
born, and the Damarians cannot trust her. But Aerin's destiny is greater than her father's people
know, for it leads her to battle with Maur, the Black Dragon, and into the wilder Damarian Hills,
where she meets the wizard Luthe. It is he who at last tells her the truth about her mother, and he
also gives over to her hand the Blue Sword, Gonturan. But such gifts as these bear a great price, a
price Aerin only begins to realize when she faces the evil mage, Agsded, who has seized the Hero's
Crown, greatest treasure and secret strength of Damar.

dear mr henshaw: Fair Ball Derek Jeter, Paul Mantell, 2018-04-17 Derek questions his
friendship with Dave when Dave unexpectedly turns hostile, and the distraction begins to affect both
players on the field.




dear mr henshaw: The Wheels on the Bus, 2015-06-07

dear mr henshaw: Ramona and Her Father Beverly Cleary, 2000 Ramona's father has lost his
job and all the family are miserable, so Ramona decides to try and cheer them up, in her own
inimitable way.

dear mr henshaw: Henry and Ramona Beverly Cleary, 1996 Henry's most memorable
adventures are retold in this play based on Beverly Cleary's popular series of books.

dear mr henshaw: Henry Huggins Beverly Cleary, 2014-03-18 When Henry adopts Ribsy, a dog
of no particular breed, humorous adventures follow.

dear mr henshaw: Teaching with Favorite Newbery Books Lori Licciardo Musso, Lori
Licciardo-Musso, 1999 Contains engaging discussion questions, vocabulary builders, writing
prompts, and great literature response activities.

dear mr henshaw: DEAR MR. HENSHAW NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2024-05-25 THE DEAR MR.
HENSHAW MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR
INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS COMPETITIVE
EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS
EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF
THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY ENGAGING WITH THESE
MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT,
IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE DEAR
MR. HENSHAW MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR DEAR MR. HENSHAW KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN
QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS
TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT EASY FOR
PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.

dear mr henshaw: Hansel and Gretel Rika Lesser, 1999-02-01 The first Grimm tale illustrated
by 1998 Caldecott medalist Paul O. Zelinsky is once again available in hardcover. Originally
published in 1984, Zelinsky's paintings for Hansel and Gretel are as compelling as his later work and
will captivate readers with their mysterious beauty, emotional power, and brilliant originality. Each
spread brings to life a world as rich and real as our own—detailed, colorful, sensual—yet filled with
the unearthly shadowed magic of the Hansel and Gretel folktale. Whether portraying the fear and
anguish of children abandoned by their parents, the delicious sumptuousness of a candy house, or
the joy of being reunited with one's family, the artist captures the subtle nuances of emotion and the
tactile quality of the physical world with exquisite accuracy and elegance.The hauntingly spare
retelling of this perennial favorite by the poet Rika Lesser perfectly complements the vivid
storytelling of Zelinsky's artwork. Once again this gifted artist gives us a unique interpretation of a
beloved fairy tale, allowing us to both see it anew and rediscover its eternal truths.

dear mr henshaw: Z is for Moose Kelly L Bingham, 2014-10-31 Zebra is absolutely certain
he’ll be able to direct everyone to appear on the correct page, at the appropriate time, without any
mishaps, unnecessary drama, or hurt feelings. It’s an ABC book, for goodness’ sake. How difficult
can it be? Oh, dear. Zebra forgot about Moose. A hilarious reinvention of the classic alphabet book -
not to be missed!

dear mr henshaw: Ribsy Beverly Cleary, 1964-09-01 When Ribsy, a city dog, strays from Henry
Huggins, he sets off a chain of hilarious events as he tries to make the best of his separation from
home.

dear mr henshaw: The Ralph Mouse Collection Beverly Cleary, 2001-09-18 All your favorite
Ralph Mouse tales in one boxed set -- just in time for the holiday season!

dear mr henshaw: Muggie Maggie Beverly Cleary, 2009-10-06 In this humorous and relatable
novel from Newbery Medal-winning author Beverly Cleary, a girl must overcome her rebellious
attitude toward learning cursive. At first, Maggie is just feeling stubborn when she declares she
won't learn cursive. What's wrong with print, anyway? And she can easily type on a computer, so
why would she need to know how to read those squiggly lines? But soon all her classmates are
buzzing about Maggie's decision, especially after her teacher, Mrs. Leeper, says Maggie's cursive is




so sloppy that her name looks like Muggie. With Muggie Maggie ringing in her ears, Maggie
absolutely, positively won't back down...until she's appointed class mail messenger. All the letters
that Mrs. Leeper sends to the office are in cursive, and Maggie thinks they are written about her.
But there's only way to know for sure...so what's Maggie going to do? For generations, Beverly
Cleary has captivated readers of all ages with beloved characters such as Ramona Quimby, Henry
Huggins, Ribsy, and Ralph S. Mouse. Muggie Maggie follows suit with what School Library Journal
calls a likable, funny heroine whom readers will want to know.

dear mr henshaw: The Luckiest Girl Beverly Cleary, 1996-10-01 Falling in Love . . . Shelly fells
as if she's living in a fantasyland. She's spending the school year in southern California, where
flowers bloom in November, oranges grow on trees, and lawns are mowed in winter. When the star
of the basketball team smiles at her, Shelly feels as if she's been touch by magic. Now she's about to
discover the magic of falling in love! A bittersweet story of first love from one of America's most
beloved children's authors.

dear mr henshaw: Ramona the Pest Beverly Cleary, 2000 Ramona meets lots of interesting
people in kindergarten class, like Davy whom she keeps trying to kiss and Susan whose springy curls
seem to ask to be pulled.

dear mr henshaw: Bear and Chicken Jannie Ho, 2017-11-14 Humor, a surprise ending, and an
unlikely friendship make Bear and Chicken fall into the ranks with Mo Willems and Dev Petty, and
the soup recipe at the end will inspire young chefs to get into the kitchen and cook! When Bear finds
a chicken frozen in the winter snow, he brings it home to try to defrost it. As Chicken thaws-um,
awakens-he fears that Bear is actually prepping to eat him. Oh no! All signs are pointing to a fateful
end for Chicken-being wrapped like a burrito, chopped basil and veggies sitting on the counter, the
huge pot on the stove that's just the right size for a chicken to fit inside. It's almost time for lunch, so
Chicken makes a run for it! But in the end, Chicken learns that perhaps he too quickly jumped to
conclusions. This funny and clever friendship tale teaches kids that things are not always as they
seem, while learning a thing or two about making soup with a friend!

dear mr henshaw: The Strength of Government McGeorge Bundy, 2013-10 The American
system of government is today far too weak to do the job now assigned to it, let alone the job that
ought to be given. In this book, adapted from his Godkin Lectures at Harvard University in March
1968, the then-president of the Ford Foundation contends that the explosive social and technological
change of recent decades has greatly increased the need for stronger and more effective national
government. To illustrated his thesis, Mr. Bundy discusses the growing need for effective
governmental action in the struggle against racism and poverty, the revolution in communications,
and the field of nuclear weapons. Each of these problems challenged the common assumption that
strong government it inconsistent with personal freedom; yet the American people still did not think
they believed in active government. The Jacksonian bias against authority remains the national mode
even in a time when the vast majority of Americans rely on federal programs. Mr. Bundy argues from
his examples that strong government is an absolute necessity if freedom is to be maintained.

dear mr henshaw: Dear Max Sally Grindley, 2006-07 When nine-year-old Max writes a fan
letter to his favorite author, Max has no idea what's in store for him. Told through hilariously
illustrated letters and postcards, this book tells the story of an unlikely friendship.

dear mr henshaw: The Six Spellmakers of Dorabji Street Shabnam Minwalla, 2013-02-10
‘Sometimes the forces of evil are so dark that no single spell can defeat them.” Cosy Castle is far
from ‘cosy’. In fact, it is a boxy, grey building where children walk on tippy toes from fear of the
dreadful ‘dragon’ and the crotchety ‘crone’. With Nivi Mallik’s arrival at Cosy Castle, the rules start
to change. The bimbli trees become the hang-out spot for two giggly girls and the driveway is a
permanent cricket pitch for the boys. But the happy times are soon ended by the ‘dragon’ and the
‘crone’, who gang up against the children and declare war on the bimbli trees. It will take a miracle
to challenge the two wily women, leave alone defeat them. But miracles happen only in fairy
tales...Or do they? Is it possible for fantasy-fan Nivi, geeky boy-next-door Venu, bubbly Sarita and
their three pint-sized comrades, Nikhil, Vijay and Rehaan, to conquer an evil much beyond their




power? Join the six imaginative spellmakers as they use a very practical kind of magic to conjure
potent potions, summon unlikely fairies and engineer a haunting... Does Cosy Castle finally become
what it’s called? Make your way to Dorabji Street and find out...

dear mr henshaw: Leave It to Beaver Beverly Cleary, 1978-06-01 Presents the humorous
misadventures of Theodore Beaver Cleaver.

dear mr henshaw: Writers' & Artists' Yearbook 2021 Bloomsbury Publishing, 2020-07-23
The latest edition of the bestselling guide to all you need to know about how to get published, is
packed full of advice, inspiration and practical information. The Writers' & Artists' Yearbook has
been guiding writers and illustrators on the best way to present their work, how to navigate the
world of publishing and ways to improve their chances of success, for over 110 years. It is equally
relevant for writers of novels and non-fiction, poems and scripts and for those writing for children,
YA and adults and covers works in print, digital and audio formats. If you want to find a literary or
illustration agent or publisher, would like to self-publish or crowdfund your creative idea then this
Yearbook will help you. As well as sections on publishers and agents, newspapers and magazines,
illustration and photography, theatre and screen, there is a wealth of detail on the legal and
financial aspects of being a writer or illustrator.

dear mr henshaw: Dear Mr. Henshaw Beverly Cleary, Paul O. Zelinsky, 1983-01 Leigh Botts
writes letters to his favorite author asking for information and describing his own life since his
parents got divorced.

dear mr henshaw: Raising You Alone Warren Hanson, 2005 It isn't easy being a single parent,
and it isn't easy being the kid of a single parent, either. Laughter and special moments balance
anger and frustration, new dreams replace old, but always there is a commitment of doing one's best
and loving forever.
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