
church homecoming speech
church homecoming speech is an essential part of any church’s annual
celebration, serving as a heartfelt welcome for returning members, visitors,
and the wider community. This article provides a comprehensive guide to
crafting an impactful church homecoming speech, exploring its purpose,
structure, and delivery techniques. Whether you are a pastor, church leader,
or a congregation member tasked with delivering the speech, you’ll discover
useful tips, inspirational themes, and sample outlines to ensure your message
resonates. We’ll discuss the history behind church homecoming events,
strategies for connecting with diverse audiences, and ways to integrate
scripture and personal stories for a memorable experience. By following these
guidelines, you’ll be equipped to write and present a church homecoming
speech that fosters unity, gratitude, and spiritual renewal. Continue reading
to master every aspect of the church homecoming speech process and elevate
your church’s celebration.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Church
Homecoming Speech

A church homecoming speech serves as an official welcome to all who gather
for this significant event. Its primary purpose is to set a warm, inclusive,
and celebratory tone for the occasion. The speech not only greets returning
members, guests, and visitors but also honors the church’s history,
traditions, and spiritual journey. By recognizing both long-standing and new
faces, the church homecoming speech helps unite the congregation in gratitude
and fellowship. Additionally, it provides an opportunity to reflect on past
blessings, express hope for future growth, and encourage everyone to



participate actively in the day’s activities.

Historical Significance of Church Homecoming

Church homecoming events have deep roots in many Christian communities,
particularly in rural and southern churches. Traditionally, these
celebrations mark an annual gathering, often coinciding with anniversaries or
special milestones. The homecoming speech commemorates the church’s legacy,
recalling moments of challenge and triumph, and honoring those who
contributed to its growth. By revisiting the church’s founding story and
significant milestones, the speech reinforces communal identity and faith.
Homecoming speeches also acknowledge the importance of generational
continuity, encouraging younger members to appreciate and uphold the church’s
values.

Key Elements of an Effective Church Homecoming
Speech

A well-crafted church homecoming speech is built on several foundational
elements. These components ensure the message is meaningful, memorable, and
relevant to the congregation’s unique story. Incorporating these elements
makes the speech both inspirational and engaging.

Warm Welcome: Address all attendees, including long-time members,
newcomers, and guests, ensuring everyone feels valued and included.

Church History: Share highlights from the church’s journey, significant
events, and notable achievements.

Gratitude and Recognition: Express appreciation for past and present
leaders, volunteers, and congregation members.

Inspirational Message: Provide spiritual encouragement, drawing from
scripture and personal experiences.

Call to Unity and Participation: Invite everyone to take part in the
celebration and future church activities.

Structuring Your Church Homecoming Speech

An effective church homecoming speech follows a clear and logical structure.



Beginning with a heartfelt greeting, the speech moves through
acknowledgement, reflection, inspiration, and invitation. Structuring your
speech helps maintain focus, enhances listener engagement, and ensures all
key points are addressed.

Opening Greeting

Start with a warm and enthusiastic welcome. Mention the significance of the
day and acknowledge the joy of gathering together as a church family. Use
inclusive language to make everyone feel part of the celebration.

Acknowledgement of Guests and Members

Recognize church leaders, long-standing members, families returning for the
event, and first-time visitors. Personal touches, such as mentioning names or
sharing brief stories, can further enhance the sense of belonging.

Reflection on Church History

Briefly recount the church’s founding, notable milestones, and collective
achievements. Highlight the perseverance and faith that have sustained the
church through challenges and successes.

Expression of Gratitude

Thank all those who have contributed to the church’s growth, especially
volunteers, organizers, and leaders. Express appreciation for the
congregation’s continued support and commitment.

Inspirational Message

Share a short devotional thought or scripture passage relevant to the
homecoming theme. Encourage spiritual renewal, hope, and unity for the future
of the church.

Invitation to Participate

Conclude by inviting everyone to join in the day’s festivities, worship, and
future church activities. Motivate attendees to reconnect, serve, and



contribute to the ongoing mission of the church.

Incorporating Scripture and Inspirational
Themes

Scripture adds spiritual depth and authority to a church homecoming speech.
Selecting relevant Bible verses can reinforce the message of unity,
gratitude, and renewal. Consider themes such as family, faithfulness, and new
beginnings to inspire the congregation. Personal testimonies and stories of
transformation can also be woven into the speech for added impact.

Recommended Scripture Passages

Psalm 133:1 – “How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live
together in unity!”

Hebrews 10:25 – “Let us not give up meeting together… but encouraging
one another.”

Philippians 1:6 – “He who began a good work in you will carry it on to
completion.”

1 Corinthians 13:13 – “And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.
But the greatest of these is love.”

Inspirational Themes

Choose a central theme that resonates with your church’s story. Popular
themes for homecoming speeches include renewal, gratitude, hope, family, and
legacy. The theme should be evident throughout the speech, guiding your
choice of stories, scripture, and exhortation.

Engaging Delivery Techniques

Delivering a church homecoming speech effectively requires attention to tone,
body language, and audience engagement. Aim for a conversational yet
respectful style, using eye contact and expressive gestures to connect with
listeners. Practice your speech beforehand, paying attention to pacing and
clarity. Consider incorporating pauses to allow key points to resonate. Use
storytelling to make the message relatable, and modulate your voice for



emphasis during emotional or inspiring moments.

Tips for Effective Delivery

Speak slowly and clearly, ensuring everyone can follow your message.

Maintain eye contact with various sections of the congregation.

Use natural gestures and expressions to convey sincerity.

Invite participation, such as responsive readings or singing.

Adapt your speech based on the audience’s mood and reactions.

Sample Church Homecoming Speech Outline

A sample outline can help you organize your thoughts and ensure a well-
balanced speech. Customize the outline to suit your church’s traditions and
audience.

Opening Greeting and Welcome1.

Acknowledgement of Guests, Members, and Leaders2.

Brief History and Reflections3.

Expression of Gratitude4.

Inspirational Message and Scripture5.

Invitation to Participate in Activities6.

Closing Blessing or Prayer7.

Tips for Connecting with Your Audience

Connecting with your audience is vital for a successful church homecoming
speech. Personalize your message by sharing stories relevant to your
congregation. Use language that is inclusive and uplifting. Be mindful of
different age groups, backgrounds, and experiences represented in your
church. Encourage participation and create opportunities for fellowship



throughout the event. End your speech with a blessing or prayer that brings
everyone together in unity and hope.

Trending and Relevant Questions and Answers about
Church Homecoming Speech

Q: What is the main purpose of a church homecoming
speech?
A: The main purpose of a church homecoming speech is to welcome attendees,
celebrate the church’s history and legacy, foster unity, and inspire
spiritual renewal during the annual homecoming event.

Q: Which scripture verses are commonly used in
church homecoming speeches?
A: Commonly used scripture verses include Psalm 133:1, Hebrews 10:25,
Philippians 1:6, and 1 Corinthians 13:13, which emphasize unity,
encouragement, hope, and love.

Q: How long should a church homecoming speech be?
A: An effective church homecoming speech typically lasts between 5 to 10
minutes, providing enough time to cover key points without losing audience
engagement.

Q: What are some engaging themes for a church
homecoming speech?
A: Popular themes include renewal, gratitude, legacy, family, hope, and
community, each focusing on the church’s journey and its future.

Q: How can I personalize a church homecoming speech?
A: Personalize your speech by sharing church-specific stories, mentioning
notable members, and connecting the message to recent events or milestones.

Q: What are effective ways to begin a church
homecoming speech?
A: Begin with a warm welcome and a heartfelt acknowledgment of everyone



present, highlighting the significance of the gathering and setting a
positive tone.

Q: Should I include personal stories in my church
homecoming speech?
A: Yes, personal stories and testimonies help make the speech relatable,
memorable, and emotionally impactful for the congregation.

Q: How do I keep my church homecoming speech
engaging?
A: Use clear language, include scripture, share relevant stories, interact
with the audience, and employ expressive delivery techniques to maintain
engagement.

Q: What is a suitable way to end a church homecoming
speech?
A: Conclude with a blessing, prayer, or a call to participate in homecoming
activities, leaving the audience feeling inspired and united.

Q: Who typically delivers the church homecoming
speech?
A: The church homecoming speech is often delivered by the pastor, church
leader, or a respected member of the congregation chosen for the occasion.
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Homecoming. The word itself evokes warmth, nostalgia, and a sense of belonging. For churches,
homecoming services represent a powerful opportunity to reconnect with members, welcome
newcomers, and reaffirm the community's shared faith. Delivering a compelling church homecoming
speech that resonates with your congregation requires careful planning and heartfelt delivery. This
comprehensive guide will equip you with the tools and strategies to craft a truly memorable and
impactful church homecoming speech, ensuring your message connects on a deeply personal level.

H2: Understanding Your Audience: The Foundation of a Great Speech

Before even considering the words you'll speak, understand your audience. Who are you addressing?
Are you speaking to a predominantly older congregation, a younger generation, or a diverse mix?
Knowing your audience will dictate your tone, style, and the anecdotes you choose to share.
Consider:

Age demographics: A speech tailored to teenagers will differ significantly from one designed for
senior citizens.
Cultural diversity: Acknowledge and celebrate the diverse backgrounds within your congregation.
Spiritual maturity: Adjust the complexity of your theological points based on the spiritual
understanding of your audience.

H2: Structuring Your Church Homecoming Speech: A Clear and Concise Approach

A well-structured speech is easy to follow and leaves a lasting impression. Consider this framework:

H3: Opening with Impact:

Begin with a captivating hook. A powerful quote, a relevant anecdote, or a thought-provoking
question can instantly grab your audience's attention. Avoid lengthy introductions; get straight to
the point while maintaining warmth and enthusiasm.

H3: Sharing the History and Legacy:

Dedicate a section to highlighting the church's history and celebrating its accomplishments. Mention
significant milestones, impactful ministries, and the contributions of key figures. This reinforces a
sense of shared heritage and pride.

H3: Celebrating Current Achievements and Community Growth:

Acknowledge recent successes, new members, and ongoing ministries. Celebrate the positive
contributions of individuals and groups within the congregation. This fosters a sense of unity and
collective accomplishment.

H3: Looking Towards the Future: Vision and Hope:

Inspire your audience by painting a picture of the church's future. Share your vision for continued
growth, ministry expansion, and community outreach. Paint a hopeful picture of what the church can
achieve together.

H3: Call to Action: Engaging the Congregation:

End with a clear and concise call to action. Encourage participation in upcoming events, volunteer



opportunities, or personal acts of service. A strong call to action leaves the audience feeling
empowered and engaged.

H2: Incorporating Powerful Storytelling: Connecting Through Narrative

Stories are powerful tools for connecting with your audience. Weave personal anecdotes, historical
accounts, or illustrative stories that resonate with the themes of homecoming and community.
Relatable stories humanize your message and make it more memorable.

H2: Mastering Delivery: Confidence and Connection

Even the most well-crafted speech can fall flat without effective delivery. Practice your speech
thoroughly, paying attention to:

H3: Vocal projection and pace: Ensure your voice is clear, audible, and engaging. Vary your pace to
maintain interest.

H3: Body language: Use natural and confident gestures to enhance your message. Maintain eye
contact to connect with your audience.

H3: Passion and authenticity: Let your passion for the church and its mission shine through.
Authenticity creates a genuine connection.

H2: Incorporating Technology and Visual Aids (Optional): Enhancing Your Presentation

Consider using visual aids such as photos, videos, or slides to enhance your presentation. This can
make your speech more engaging and memorable, especially when showcasing the church's history
or future plans. Remember to keep it simple and avoid overwhelming your audience with too much
information.

Conclusion:

Crafting a powerful church homecoming speech is a privilege and an opportunity to strengthen the
bonds of your community. By understanding your audience, structuring your message effectively,
incorporating powerful storytelling, and mastering your delivery, you can create a speech that
inspires, connects, and leaves a lasting impact on your congregation. Remember that the most
important element is your genuine love and enthusiasm for your church and its members.

FAQs:

1. How long should a church homecoming speech be? Aim for 10-15 minutes, keeping your audience
engaged without overstaying your welcome.

2. What if I get nervous? Practice, practice, practice! Deep breathing exercises can also help calm
nerves. Remember, your passion and sincerity will shine through.

3. Should I use humor in my speech? Appropriate humor can be effective, but ensure it's tasteful and
relevant to your audience.



4. How can I make my speech more interactive? Incorporate questions, brief moments of silence for
reflection, or even a simple call-and-response to encourage audience participation.

5. Where can I find examples of successful church homecoming speeches? Searching online for
"church homecoming sermon examples" or "inspiring church speeches" might provide helpful
inspiration, but remember to tailor any examples to your own congregation and style.

  church homecoming speech: Welcome Speeches and Responses for All Occasions Abingdon,
1992-06 This book has been prepared as an aid to those who are asked to make welcome speeches
or to respond to these speeches. Sample speeches and responses are provided for a variety of
special occasions.
  church homecoming speech: Sounding the Break Jason Frydman, 2014-04-03 The idea of
world literature has served as a crucial though underappreciated interlocutor for African diasporic
writers, informing their involvement in processes of circulation, translation, and revision that have
been identified as the hallmarks of the contemporary era of world literature. Yet in spite of their
participation in world systems before and after European hegemony, Africa and the African diaspora
have been excluded from the networks and archives of world literature. In Sounding the Break,
Jason Frydman attempts to redress this exclusion by drawing on historiography, ethnography, and
archival sources to show how writers such as W. E. B. Du Bois, Zora Neale Hurston, Alejo
Carpentier, Derek Walcott, Maryse Condé, and Toni Morrison have complicated both Eurocentric
and Afrocentric categories of literary and cultural production. Through their engagement with and
revision of the European world literature discourse, he contends, these writers conjure a deep
history of literary traffic whose expressions are always already cosmopolitan, embedded in the long
histories of cultural and economic exchange between Africa, Asia, and Europe. It is precisely the
New World American location of these writers, Frydman concludes, that makes possible this
revisionary perspective on the idea of (Old) World literature.
  church homecoming speech: Douglass and Melville Robert K. Wallace, 2005 Frederick
Douglass was born into slavery in Maryland; Herman Melville was born into prosperity in New York.
Despite their divergent backgrounds, these contemporary American authors shared amazingly
similar ideas about the most pressing issues of their day, including war, slavery, abolition, and race
relations. They also lived and worked near each other during the peak of their careers. Did they
meet? Author Robert K. Wallace raises that provacative question, seeking clues as he follows their
parallel footsteps through New Bedford, New York City and Albany in this most unusal and
fasicnating book! File it under biography, or American History or American literature or abolition or
just plain good reading!
  church homecoming speech: The Living Church , 1957
  church homecoming speech: Welcome Speeches for Special Days Cheryl Kirk-Duggan,
2002 This useful resource incorporates recitations, suggested scripture, prayers, poetry, speeches,
and responses for celebrating a variety of special days in the African American church. Perfect as a
worship planning tool for pastors and worship leaders, Welcome Speeches for Special Days is ideal
for celebrating those special Sundays that congregations highlight throughout the year.
  church homecoming speech: Church, State, and Press Donald Frederick Brod, 1968
  church homecoming speech: Martin and Malcolm and America: A Dream or a
Nightmare James H. Cone, 1991
  church homecoming speech: Young Frederick Douglass Dickson J. Preston, 2018-08-22 No
one working on Douglass should leave home without a copy of this book.—from the foreword by
David W. Blight, Pulitzer Prize winning author of Frederick Douglass: Prophet of Freedom Drawing
on previously untapped sources, Young Frederick Douglass recreates with fidelity and in convincing
detail the background and early life of the man who was to become “the gadfly of America’s
conscience” and the undisputed spokesman for nineteenth-century black Americans. With a new



foreword by renowned Douglass scholar David W. Blight, Dickson J. Preston’s highly regarded
biography traces the life and times of Frederick Douglass from his birth on Maryland’s Eastern
Shore in 1818 until 1838, when he escaped from slavery to emerge upon the national scene.
Astounding his white contemporaries with his oratorical brilliance and intellectual capabilities,
Douglass dared to challenge the doctrine of white supremacy on its own grounds. At the time of
Douglass’s death in 1895, one eulogist wrote that he was probably the best-known American
throughout the world since Abraham Lincoln.
  church homecoming speech: Mormon Missionaries Enter Eastern Europe Kahlile B.
Mehr, 2002 Survey history of the beginnings of LDS Missionary work in Central and Eastern Europe
during the 20th Century. Matthew K. Heiss edited and annotated the Mischa Markow journal in the
appendix.
  church homecoming speech: Sentient Flesh R. A. Judy, 2020-10-02 In Sentient Flesh R. A.
Judy takes up freedman Tom Windham’s 1937 remark “we should have our liberty 'cause . . . us is
human flesh as a point of departure for an extended meditation on questions of the human,
epistemology, and the historical ways in which the black being is understood. Drawing on numerous
fields, from literary theory and musicology, to political theory and phenomenology, as well as Greek
and Arabic philosophy, Judy engages literary texts and performative practices such as music and
dance that express knowledge and conceptions of humanity appositional to those grounding modern
racialized capitalism. Operating as critiques of Western humanism, these practices and modes of
being-in-the-world—which he theorizes as “thinking in disorder,” or “poiēsis in black”—foreground
the irreducible concomitance of flesh, thinking, and personhood. As Judy demonstrates, recognizing
this concomitance is central to finding a way past the destructive force of ontology that still holds us
in thrall. Erudite and capacious, Sentient Flesh offers a major intervention in the black study of life.
  church homecoming speech: Meet Mr. Brackstone William Duff, 2020-03-31 In the early
1990s, as the dawning of the cell phone age approached in Riverside, New Jersey, a group of friends
find themselves entrenched in a fight for their lives as they unearth the truth of a local predator.
High school science teacher Mr. Cliff Brackstone finds himself at the end of a long journey of deceit
and murder. He has hidden himself for decades to the unsuspecting eyes around him, but a victim
from his past returns to end his reign of terror. Who will win this epic battle of good versus evil?
  church homecoming speech: After River Donna Milner, 2010-09-21 Until she was 15, Natalie
Ward believed her world was perfect and that her family would always be together on the small
dairy farm carved out of a remote mountain valley in Southern British Columbia. Then came River,
the American draft dodger who became her family’s hired hand the summer that a new highway
opened the valley to the larger world beyond. But thirty-five years after River’s arrival, the Ward
family is shattered. With her mother dying, Natalie must return to the home she has spent her entire
adult life running from, as the family’s dark secrets and betrayals threaten to scar a new generation.
Evoking Mary Lawson’s Crow Lake and Carol Shields’ Unless, Milner renders characters who are
achingly human and plots a story with masterful precision. After River eloquently captures the moral
and social upheavals of the late ’60s and marks the emergence of a dazzling Canadian talent.
  church homecoming speech: Creating a Prodigal-Friendly Church Jeff Lucas, 2009-05-26
Most of us have prodigals in our lives, whether a child, brother, sister, husband, wife, or friend. The
ache for these dear ones is like no other. They may hurt us and disappoint us, but somehow we
cannot stop loving them. And yet we cannot live their lives for them.The Prodigal-Friendly Church
looks at why people leave the church, how we can retain them, how we can reach those who have
already gone, and how we can help those who return feel like they belong. Jeff Lucas offers no easy
recipes for success, but plenty of truthtelling, hope, and encouragement.This book discusses the
principles of:• Reach: How do we reach those who’ve already left the church?• Return: How do we
help people return to the church?• Retain: How do we retain the people we’ve worked so hard to
reach? Ultimately we are called to bring our prodigals to the cross of Christ, for there we find the
mingling of our own utter helplessness and God’s total power to intervene and save. When the
Father’s house is filled with the Father’s love, there is hope that the prodigals will come home.



  church homecoming speech: Public Speaking and Discussion for Religious Leaders
Harold Arthur Brack, Kenneth Gordon Hance, 1961 A valuable guide to help the reader meet the
demands of speaker-audience situations and discussion or conference situations. Presents
principlesand methods having universal application.
  church homecoming speech: When Wait Your Turn Means No Turn at All Rev. John K. Coar,
Dr. S.J. Nelson, 2023-02-16 Historically Black people have placed their collective weight upon and
trust in a four-legged stool. This stool has been the chair we have pulled up to each and every table
of inclusion and exclusion. The legs of this stool have been held up by the Black Church, Black
College, Black Family and Black Citizenship. These proverbial legs will stand in each chapter of this
book along with a biblical parallel. If any one of these legs were to collapse, the entire stool
crumbles and our people’s stability is lost as well.
  church homecoming speech: Idiot, Sojourning Soul Justin Rosolino, 2020-01-29 What is
Christianity? What's it supposed to be? In a world where Trump, Obama, Putin, and Lady Gaga all
claim Christianity as their spiritual home, it's not an easy question to answer. Part memoir, part
historical-theological analysis, Idiot, Sojourning Soul tells the story of one former skeptic's
exploration of Christian spirituality. Justin Rosolino was raised in a post-Christian context where all
gods were up for grabs and all truth-claims equally dubious. While studying political theory in
college, Justin found himself drawn to the writings of Augustine, Kierkegaard, and Martin Luther
King Jr. Much to his surprise, he resonated with their profoundly Christian accounts of human
nature, desire, lack, and love. With wit and scholarly precision, Idiot examines Christianity's
historical development, from its ancient beginnings to its current and confounding condition. The
result is a must read for anyone who's ever wondered what Jesus was really up to, and why
contemporary Christianity bears so little semblance to its namesake.
  church homecoming speech: The American Optic Mikko Tuhkanen, 2010-07-02 Brings
together critical race theory and psychoanalysis to examine African American and other diasporic
African cultural texts.
  church homecoming speech: Not My Will, But Thine Neal A. Maxwell, 1988-01-01
  church homecoming speech: Some Old Churches of the Black Belt Student Writers Club of
Selma, 1962 Brief histories, drawings of old churches in Black Belt area of Alabama, a number list
pastors, list early settlers, members of the churches.
  church homecoming speech: Tactics Gregory Koukl, 2009 Tired of finding yourself flat-footed
and intimidated in conversations? Want to increase your confidence and skill in discussions with
family, friends, and coworkers? Gregory Koukl offers practical strategies to help you stay in the
driver's seat as you maneuver comfortably and graciously in any conversation about your Christian
convictions.
  church homecoming speech: George Merrick, Son of the South Wind Arva Moore Parks,
2015-11-03 The story of developers selling off the Sunshine State is as old as the first railroad tracks
laid across the peninsula. But seldom do we hear about the men who actually built a better Florida.
In George Merrick, Son of the South Wind, South Florida historian Arva Moore Parks recounts
George Merrick's quest to distinguish himself from the legions of developers who sought only profit.
Helping to create the land boom of the 1920s, Merrick transformed his family's citrus grove just
outside of Miami into one of the finest planned communities: the master suburb of Coral Gables.
With a team of architects and city planners, he built homes for the growing middle class in the
Mediterranean Style using local stone, and he invested in public infrastructure by designing and
building parks and pools, trolley lines and waterways. He pledged land for a library and the
university that would become the University of Miami. Hailed in national publications as a visionary,
Merrick was green before green, a New Urbanist before the movement even had a name. As Coral
Gables and Merrick prospered, he reinvested in education, affordable housing, and other
progressive causes. But the Great Depression ravaged Miami, and Merrick's idealism cost him his
fortune. He died with an estate worth less than $400. With unprecedented access to the Merrick
family and mining a treasure trove of Merrick’s personal letters, documents, speeches, and



manuscripts, Parks presents the remarkable story of George Merrick and the development of one of
the nation’s most iconic planned cities.
  church homecoming speech: Routledge Library Editions: 19th Century Religion Various
Authors, 2021-07-09 Reissuing works originally published between 1973 and 1997, Routledge
Library Editions: 19th Century Religion (18 volumes) offers a selection of scholarship covering
historical developments in religious thinking. Topics include the origin of Catholicism in America,
sexual liberation and religion in Europe, and the emergence of Atheism in Victorian England. This
set also includes collections of sermons and essays from some of the most influential preachers of
the nineteenth century.
  church homecoming speech: The Lincolns Daniel Mark Epstein, 2009-01-13 Although the
private lives of political couples have in our era become front-page news, the true story of this
extraordinary and tragic first family has never been fully told. The Lincolns eclipses earlier accounts
with riveting new information that makes husband and wife, president and first lady, come alive in
all their proud accomplishments and earthy humanity. Award-winning biographer and poet Daniel
Mark Epstein gives a fresh close-up view of the couple’s life in Springfield, Illinois (of their
twenty-two years of marriage, all but six were spent there), and dramatizes with stunning immediacy
how the Lincolns’ ascent to the White House brought both dazzling power and the slow, secret
unraveling of the couple’s unique bond. The first full-length portrait of the marriage of Abraham and
Mary Todd Lincoln in more than fifty years, The Lincolns is written with enormous sweep and
striking imagery. Daniel Mark Epstein makes two immortal American figures seem as real and
human as the rest of us.
  church homecoming speech: Forever Changed Ranae D. Krull, 2012-10 How are you
supposed to respond when you receive a call that your child has been in a severe accident? This is
our family’s journey of how God used tragedy to drive us to our knees and seek to trust Him at His
very word, even when the outcome could be devastating. It tells of the power of many people praying
and just how God answered those prayers. Isaiah’s life was forever changed that day in many ways.
Some may say it was a tragedy, and yet he views it as a second chance at life and living that life to
the fullest each day. His new fervor to serve Jesus is fresh and contagious. Our hope is that our story
will encourage you as you wade through your own trials and inspire you to read God’s Word and
take it to heart in your daily living. It’s powerful!
  church homecoming speech: Make It Plain Vernon E. Jordan, 2010-08 The long and storied
career of Vernon E. Jordan, Jr. one of the nations finest speakers, has carried him from work on the
civil rights front lines in the South to the National Urban League to positions of influence at the
highest level of business and politics. A friend and confidant to presidents, Vernon Jordan has never
forgotten the men and women, from Wiley Branton to Martin Luther King, from Fannie Lou Hamer
to Whitney Young to Primus King, whose oratorical skill in service to social justice deeply influenced
him. Their examples, and voices, mixed with Vernons own make this book both a history and an
embodiment of black speech at its finest, full of emotion, controlled force, righteous indignation, love
of country, and awe in front of the challenges ahead.
  church homecoming speech: Harry Truman's Independence Jon Taylor, 2013-04-02 A
historical journey through President Truman’s Missouri hometown and the decades he spent there.
Even after leaving presidential office at a time when America was in its ascendance to global power,
Harry Truman would call Independence, Missouri, the “center of the world.” It was already a town
rich in the history of westward exploration and spiritual pilgrimage before he began sixty-four years
of residence there, but the way it shaped Truman and was, in turn, shaped by him has defined
Independence’s legacy. That defining relationship is explored here by Truman expert Jon Taylor as it
never has been before, in a compelling volume enriched by maps and photos from the Truman
Library.
  church homecoming speech: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1970 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began



publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  church homecoming speech: The Gaithers and Southern Gospel Ryan P. Harper,
2017-04-26 In The Gaithers and Southern Gospel, Ryan P. Harper examines songwriters Bill and
Gloria Gaither's Homecoming video and concert series--a gospel music franchise that, since its
beginning in 1991, has outperformed all Christian and much secular popular music on the American
music market. The Homecomings represent southern gospel. Typically that means a musical style
popular among white evangelical Christians in the American South and Midwest, and it sometimes
overlaps in style, theme, and audience with country music. The Homecomings' nostalgic
orientation--their celebration of traditional kinds of American Christian life--harmonize well with
southern gospel music, past and present. But amidst the backward gazes, the Homecomings also
portend and manifest change. The Gaithers' deliberate racial integration of their stages, their
careful articulation of a relatively inclusive evangelical theology, and their experiments with an
array of musical forms demonstrate that the Homecoming is neither simplistically nostalgic, nor
solely southern. Harper reveals how the Gaithers negotiate a tension between traditional and
changing community norms as they seek simultaneously to maintain and expand their audience as
well as to initiate and respond to shifts within their fan base. Pulling from his field work at
Homecoming concerts, behind the scenes with the Gaithers, and with numerous Homecoming fans,
Harper reveals the Homecoming world to be a dynamic, complicated constellation in the formation
of American religious identity.
  church homecoming speech: The Recovered Life of Isaac Anderson Alicia K. Jackson,
2021-11-15 Owned by his father, Isaac Harold Anderson (1835–1906) was born a slave but went on
to become a wealthy businessman, grocer, politician, publisher, and religious leader in the African
American community in the state of Georgia. Elected to the state senate, Anderson replaced his
white father there, and later shepherded his people as a founding member and leader of the Colored
Methodist Episcopal church. He helped support the establishment of Lane College in Jackson,
Tennessee, where he subsequently served as vice president. Anderson was instrumental in helping
freed people leave Georgia for the security of progressive safe havens with significantly large Black
communities in northern Mississippi and Arkansas. Eventually under threat to his life, Anderson
made his own exodus to Arkansas, and then later still, to Holly Springs, Mississippi, where a vibrant
Black community thrived. Much of Anderson’s unique story has been lost to history—until now. In
The Recovered Life of Isaac Anderson, author Alicia K. Jackson presents a biography of Anderson
and in it a microhistory of Black religious life and politics after emancipation. A work of recovery,
the volume captures the life of a shepherd to his journeying people, and of a college pioneer, a CME
minister, a politician, and a former slave. Gathering together threads from salvaged details of his
life, Jackson sheds light on the varied perspectives and strategies adopted by Black leaders dealing
with a society that was antithetical to them and to their success.
  church homecoming speech: Remember, Recapture, Reclaim, Restore, and Preserve:
Principles for Living Stephanie Brendlyn Coursey Bailey, 2021-08-11 Remember, Recapture,
Reclaim, Restore, and Preserve: Principles for Living By: Stephanie Brendlyn Coursey Bailey
Remember, Recapture, Reclaim, Restore, and Preserve: Principles for Living is about community
values that come from a small community, USA, but are easily translatable to anywhere, USA.
Community values are rooted in the foundation of families and generate our truths and beliefs for
living. The book challenges the reader to remember, to recapture, to reclaim, to restore, and then to
endeavor to preserve those values allowing us to live and be better. Within the throes of the worst,
there is another story that can remind us of the better. The relevance comes in the story's tie to
current events followed by the challenging questions that are meant to cause a response in the
reader and cause the reader to better their living and better their community living. By reflecting on
our common values and seeing the chaos today, we are compelled to do better. Each day and each
moment, we are capable of choosing differently regarding our living. We need to reflect regularly



because in the brevity of a moment, our lives can change and when the moments add up, we may
have lost our way.
  church homecoming speech: Daily Graphic Ransford Tetteh, 2010-09-14
  church homecoming speech: Shoes that Fit Our Feet Dwight N. Hopkins, 1993 Original and
far-reaching, this book shows the resources for Black theology within the living tradition of
African-American religion and culture. Beginning with the slave narratives, Hopkins tells how slaves
received their masters' faith and transformed it into a gospel of liberation. Resources include the
works of W.E.B. Du Bois, Toni Morrison, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Malcolm X.
  church homecoming speech: The Night Malcolm X Spoke at the Oxford Union Stephen Tuck,
Henry Louis Gates, 2014-11-20 Less than three months before he was assassinated, Malcolm X
spoke at the Oxford Union—the most prestigious student debating organization in the United
Kingdom. Stephen Tuck tells the human story behind the debate and also uses it as a starting point
to discuss larger issues of Black Power, the end of empire, British race relations, immigration, and
student rights. Coinciding with a student-led campaign against segregated housing, the visit enabled
Malcolm X to make connections with radical students from the Caribbean, Africa, and South Asia,
giving him a new perspective on the global struggle for racial equality, and in turn, radicalizing a
new generation of British activists.
  church homecoming speech: New-Church Messenger , 1908
  church homecoming speech: Who's who Among Students in American Universities and
Colleges Henry Pettus Randall, 1999
  church homecoming speech: The Adams Family Chronicle , 1990
  church homecoming speech: Heroes of Conscience Kathlyn Gay, Martin Gay, 1996-11-30 A
response to the bemoaned dearth of heroism in the 20th century redefining the criteria for heroic
status to include private and public acts of selflessness. The biographical dictionary includes
succinct life stories of people as varied as Chicago Bears defensive tackle Chris Zorich, homeless
advocate Mitch Snyder, Gray Panther Margaret Kuhn, Mahatma Ghandi, and the Dalai Lama. The
cumulative effect demonstrates contemporary values in a difficult modern world, underlining the
sacrifices individuals make to further ideas, ideals, and ideologies in order to benefit society as a
whole. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  church homecoming speech: True Latter-Day Saints' Herald , 1951 The family magazine of
the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.
  church homecoming speech: Jordan's Journey Jordan M. Scoggins, 2012-01-23 Jordan's
Journey is something new to the world of ancestry. It's a genealogical mashup incorporating
photography, writing, design, research, and more. Gone are the boring register reports and dry
descriptions found in genealogical tomes of old. This book takes a new approach, fusing together the
creative and academic in a way that breathes new life into family history. Equal parts genealogical
memoir, art photography, and local history, Jordan's Journey pulls you in with a rich and immersive
experience. With more than 75 original photos by the author, as well as over 150 vintage images,
Jordan's Journey invites you on a trip into the rural south of yesteryear. The book traces the major
family lines of Pope, Jordan, Scoggins, and Holcomb, along with the associated families of Clement,
Love, Robbs, Goodson, Visinand/Whisenant, Anderson, Chapman, Lawrence, Rambo, Hawkins, Ward,
Keown, and Cavender. Other allied families are discussed, as well as general local history of the
Armuchee Valley region of northwest Georgia.
  church homecoming speech: The Mind is Not the Heart Eva J. Salber, 1989 Salber, an early
proponent of the health facilitator role in community medicine, has written a collection of intelligent
and insightful personal essays about the relationships between a doctor, patients, and the
community served. Salber--physician, woman, mother, wife, researcher, and Jew--recounts her
experiences training to be a doctor in her birthplace, apartheid-torn South Africa, as well as her
subsequent work with the poor and underprivileged in Boston and rural North Carolina. This is the
portrait of an extraordinary humanist who delights in caring for and curing ordinary people. A
recommended purchase for academic libraries, particularly those with women's studies programs.
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