
chrysanthemum by kevin henkes
chrysanthemum by kevin henkes is a beloved children’s book that has
captivated readers for decades with its heartfelt story and vibrant
illustrations. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the book,
including a detailed summary, its major themes, the author’s background, and
the book’s impact on children’s literature. Readers will discover how Kevin
Henkes crafts a relatable tale about self-acceptance and confidence, and why
"Chrysanthemum" remains a staple in classrooms and homes. Whether you are a
parent, educator, or literature enthusiast, this guide explores the
educational value, character analysis, and lasting influence of
"Chrysanthemum." Dive in to find out what makes this story timeless and why
it continues to resonate with audiences today.
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Overview of Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes

"Chrysanthemum" by Kevin Henkes is a celebrated picture book first published
in 1991. The story follows a young mouse named Chrysanthemum who loves her
unique name until she begins school and encounters teasing from her
classmates. The book explores themes of identity, self-worth, and acceptance.
With its gentle narrative and expressive illustrations, "Chrysanthemum" has
become a classic in children’s literature, praised for its relatable
storyline and emotional depth. The book is widely used in educational
settings to teach children about kindness, diversity, and self-acceptance.
Kevin Henkes combines humor and sensitivity, making the story accessible and
memorable for readers of all ages.



Detailed Plot Summary

The plot of "Chrysanthemum" revolves around a little mouse who is proud of
her distinctive name. On her first day of school, however, she is ridiculed
by her peers for having such an unusual and lengthy name. The story follows
Chrysanthemum’s emotional journey as she contends with teasing and self-
doubt. Her parents offer reassurance and support, but Chrysanthemum continues
to struggle with her confidence. The turning point arrives when the beloved
music teacher, Mrs. Twinkle, reveals that she too has a unique name and even
plans to name her child Chrysanthemum. This revelation helps Chrysanthemum
embrace her identity and feel proud once again. The book concludes on a
positive note, emphasizing the importance of self-acceptance and celebrating
individuality.

Themes and Messages

"Chrysanthemum" by Kevin Henkes is rich with meaningful themes that resonate
with young readers and adults alike. The central message is the importance of
embracing one’s identity and being proud of what makes each person unique.
The story also addresses the impact of teasing and bullying, and how words
can affect self-esteem. Through Chrysanthemum’s experiences, readers learn
about empathy, kindness, and the value of supportive relationships. The book
also highlights family support and the positive influence of teachers. These
universal messages make "Chrysanthemum" an enduring resource for discussions
about respect, diversity, and emotional intelligence.

Self-acceptance and confidence

Dealing with teasing and bullying

The power of words and kindness

Family and community support

Celebrating individuality

Character Analysis

The characters in "Chrysanthemum" are thoughtfully developed, each playing a
significant role in conveying the story’s messages. Chrysanthemum herself is
a relatable protagonist who experiences joy, anxiety, and ultimately, pride
in her identity. Her parents provide unconditional love and encouragement,



serving as pillars of support throughout her journey. The classmates,
particularly Victoria and Jo, represent the challenges many children face
when encountering differences. Mrs. Twinkle, the music teacher, is a pivotal
character who helps change the tone of the story and empowers Chrysanthemum
to embrace her name. Each character is designed to reflect common experiences
and emotions, making the story accessible and meaningful to a wide audience.

Chrysanthemum

Chrysanthemum is a young mouse with a cheerful disposition who becomes self-
conscious due to ridicule at school. Her journey toward self-acceptance is
the heart of the story.

Chrysanthemum’s Parents

Chrysanthemum’s parents offer unwavering support, providing reassurance and
helping her navigate her feelings. They model positive responses to
adversity.

Mrs. Twinkle

The music teacher, Mrs. Twinkle, is kind, creative, and understanding. Her
intervention is crucial in helping Chrysanthemum regain her confidence.

Classmates

Victoria, Jo, and Rita are classmates who tease Chrysanthemum, reflecting
common childhood challenges related to fitting in and peer pressure.

About the Author: Kevin Henkes

Kevin Henkes is an award-winning author and illustrator known for his
contributions to children’s literature. With a career spanning several
decades, Henkes has written and illustrated numerous acclaimed books,
including "Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse," "Owen," and "Kitten’s First Full
Moon." His work often explores themes of identity, family, and emotional
growth. Henkes’s writing is recognized for its gentle humor, insightful
observations, and relatable characters. His distinctive illustration style
further enhances the storytelling experience. "Chrysanthemum" is considered
one of his signature works, reflecting his dedication to stories that help



children understand and navigate their feelings.

Illustrations and Visual Appeal

The illustrations in "Chrysanthemum" are an integral part of the book’s charm
and success. Kevin Henkes’s artwork features expressive characters and
detailed backgrounds that bring the story to life. The use of soft colors and
whimsical details makes the book visually appealing and accessible to young
readers. Illustrations play a crucial role in conveying the characters’
emotions, helping children connect with the story on a deeper level. The
visual elements complement the text, reinforcing the themes of individuality
and acceptance. Henkes’s illustrations are both engaging and comforting,
making "Chrysanthemum" a visually rich reading experience.

Educational Value and Classroom Use

"Chrysanthemum" by Kevin Henkes is highly valued in educational settings for
its ability to spark conversations about self-esteem, kindness, and
diversity. Teachers and parents often use the book as a tool to address
bullying and to encourage children to appreciate differences. The story
provides opportunities for classroom discussions, writing activities, and art
projects centered around themes of identity and respect. Educators utilize
"Chrysanthemum" to build social-emotional skills, promote positive classroom
culture, and reinforce the importance of empathy. The book’s approachable
language and relatable characters make it suitable for a variety of age
groups, from preschool through elementary school.

Discussing the effects of teasing and bullying1.

Role-playing scenarios to build empathy2.

Exploring the meaning and significance of names3.

Art activities inspired by the story’s illustrations4.

Writing personal narratives about self-acceptance5.

Reception and Lasting Impact

Since its publication, "Chrysanthemum" has received widespread acclaim from
critics, educators, and families. The book has been recognized for its



sensitive handling of common childhood issues and its ability to foster
meaningful discussions about self-worth and acceptance. It has received
numerous awards and remains a popular choice in libraries and classrooms. The
story’s universal themes and memorable characters have ensured its place as a
classic in children’s literature. "Chrysanthemum" continues to inspire new
generations, helping children develop confidence and compassion as they
navigate their own experiences.

Q: What is the main message of "Chrysanthemum" by
Kevin Henkes?
A: The main message is the importance of embracing one’s unique identity and
being proud of what makes you different. The book also emphasizes kindness,
empathy, and the impact words can have on self-esteem.

Q: Who is the author of "Chrysanthemum" and what is
he known for?
A: "Chrysanthemum" is written and illustrated by Kevin Henkes, an award-
winning author known for his thoughtful and emotionally resonant children’s
books such as "Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse" and "Owen."

Q: What age group is "Chrysanthemum" by Kevin Henkes
best suited for?
A: The book is best suited for preschool and early elementary school
children, typically ages 4 to 8, but its messages are relevant for readers of
all ages.

Q: How does Mrs. Twinkle help Chrysanthemum in the
story?
A: Mrs. Twinkle, the music teacher, helps Chrysanthemum by sharing her own
unique name and expressing admiration for Chrysanthemum’s name. Her support
helps Chrysanthemum regain her confidence and pride.

Q: What are some educational uses for
"Chrysanthemum" in the classroom?
A: Teachers use "Chrysanthemum" to discuss topics such as bullying, self-
esteem, the significance of names, and the importance of kindness. The book
also inspires art, writing, and role-playing activities.



Q: Why do Chrysanthemum’s classmates tease her?
A: Chrysanthemum’s classmates tease her because her name is uncommon and
longer than theirs, which makes her feel different and self-conscious.

Q: What literary awards has "Chrysanthemum"
received?
A: "Chrysanthemum" has received numerous accolades over the years, including
recognition from the American Library Association and listings on notable
children’s book lists. It is praised for both its story and illustrations.

Q: What is unique about Kevin Henkes’s illustration
style in "Chrysanthemum"?
A: Kevin Henkes’s illustrations are known for their gentle colors, expressive
characters, and attention to detail, which enhance the emotional depth and
accessibility of the story.

Q: How does "Chrysanthemum" address the topic of
bullying?
A: The book addresses bullying by showing the emotional effects of teasing on
Chrysanthemum and highlighting the importance of empathy and positive
intervention from adults and peers.

Q: Why has "Chrysanthemum" remained popular since
its publication?
A: Its relatable themes, engaging illustrations, and positive messages about
self-worth and acceptance have made "Chrysanthemum" a timeless favorite among
children, parents, and educators.
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Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes: A Closer
Look at a Classic Children's Book

Are you looking for a children's book that tackles themes of self-esteem, individuality, and the power
of acceptance? Look no further than Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes. This heartwarming story,
beloved by children and educators alike, offers a rich tapestry of emotions and valuable life lessons.
This post will delve deep into Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes, exploring its plot, characters,
themes, and lasting impact, providing you with a comprehensive understanding of what makes this
book a timeless classic. We'll also examine its educational value and explore ways to integrate it into
classroom settings or family reading time.

The Story of Chrysanthemum: A Summary

Chrysanthemum tells the simple yet powerful story of a young girl named Chrysanthemum. Her
name, a gift from her parents, is something she initially cherishes. However, on her first day of
school, her unique name becomes a target for teasing from her classmates. The children make fun of
her name, comparing it to things they deem less appealing. This leads Chrysanthemum to feel
ashamed and deeply insecure about her identity. She hides in the classroom, devastated by the
negative reactions.

The story beautifully portrays the emotional turmoil Chrysanthemum experiences. Her feelings of
sadness, shame, and self-doubt are palpable, making her character relatable to young readers who
might have experienced similar situations. The narrative skillfully avoids judgment or simplistic
solutions, instead focusing on the power of empathy and self-acceptance.

Kevin Henkes' masterful Illustration and Narrative
Style

Kevin Henkes is celebrated for his delicate watercolors and simple yet expressive linework. The
illustrations in Chrysanthemum are no exception. They perfectly capture the emotional arc of the
story. The vibrant colors of Chrysanthemum's initial excitement gradually dim as she faces the
teasing, mirroring her inner turmoil. The illustrations don't just depict the events; they enhance the
emotional impact, making the story even more resonant.

Henkes' writing style is equally compelling. The language is accessible to young children, employing
simple yet descriptive vocabulary. The narrative flows smoothly, gently guiding the reader through
Chrysanthemum’s emotional journey. The simplicity of the language never undermines the depth of
emotion or the complexity of the themes.



The Power of a Teacher's Kindness

A pivotal moment in the story arrives with the intervention of Miss Sweetie. Miss Sweetie, the
teacher, sees Chrysanthemum's distress and subtly addresses the issue without shaming the other
children. Her kind words and affirming actions highlight the crucial role of adults in fostering a
supportive and inclusive environment for children. Miss Sweetie’s gentle approach showcases the
importance of empathy and understanding in helping children overcome feelings of insecurity and
self-doubt.

The Importance of Self-Acceptance and Individuality

The ultimate message of Chrysanthemum is one of self-acceptance and the celebration of
individuality. While the teasing is undeniably hurtful, the story ultimately emphasizes the beauty in
being different. Chrysanthemum’s journey demonstrates that true acceptance comes from within.
The story encourages children to embrace their unique qualities and to value their self-worth,
regardless of external opinions.

Themes Explored in Chrysanthemum

Chrysanthemum masterfully explores several key themes relevant to children's development:

Self-Esteem & Self-Worth:
The story directly addresses the fragility of self-esteem in young children and how external criticism
can significantly impact their self-perception.

The Power of Acceptance:
It highlights the importance of acceptance, not just from others, but most importantly, self-
acceptance.

The Role of Adults:
Miss Sweetie's role underscores the crucial responsibility of adults in creating supportive and
inclusive environments for children.

Dealing with Bullying:
While not explicitly labeled as bullying, the teasing Chrysanthemum faces demonstrates the negative
impact of unkind behavior and the importance of addressing such behavior constructively.



Chrysanthemum's Enduring Legacy and Educational
Value

Chrysanthemum is more than just a children's book; it's a valuable teaching tool. Its timeless
message resonates with children of all ages and backgrounds. Its ability to initiate conversations
about self-esteem, bullying, and the importance of individuality makes it an excellent resource for
educators and parents alike. The book fosters empathy and encourages children to think critically
about their own feelings and the feelings of others. It's an excellent springboard for classroom
discussions, creative writing activities, and role-playing exercises.

Conclusion

Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes remains a powerful and enduring children's book because of its
relatable characters, poignant storyline, and beautiful illustrations. It offers a profound message
about self-acceptance and the importance of kindness, making it a valuable addition to any child's
library and a powerful tool for educators and parents aiming to nurture self-esteem and empathy in
young children. The book's simplicity and emotional depth make it a truly special read that will stay
with readers long after they've turned the final page.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q1: What age group is Chrysanthemum best suited for?

A1: Chrysanthemum is generally recommended for children aged 3-7 years old, though its themes
resonate with older children and even adults.

Q2: Are there any activities I can do with my child after reading Chrysanthemum?

A2: Yes! You can discuss the story, draw pictures of Chrysanthemum, write a story about a time you
felt insecure, or role-play different scenarios from the book to promote emotional understanding.

Q3: How can I use Chrysanthemum in the classroom?

A3: Chrysanthemum is a fantastic tool for classroom discussions on self-esteem, kindness, and
bullying prevention. You can use it to start discussions about feelings, names, and the importance of
inclusivity.

Q4: What makes Chrysanthemum different from other children's books on similar themes?

A4: Henkes’ masterful blend of simple yet evocative language and profoundly moving illustrations



sets Chrysanthemum apart. It tackles complex emotions with sensitivity and avoids simplistic
solutions, fostering deeper understanding and self-reflection.

Q5: Where can I purchase a copy of Chrysanthemum?

A5: You can purchase Chrysanthemum at most major bookstores, both online and in-person, as well
as from online retailers like Amazon.

  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Chrysanthemum Big Book Kevin Henkes, 2007-10-02
She was a perfect baby, and she had a perfect name. Chrysanthemum. Chrysanthemum loved her
name—until she started school. A terrific read-aloud for the classroom and libraries!
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Sheila Rae, the Brave Kevin Henkes, 2021-08-31 Sheila
Rae, the Brave is a warm, humorous, and loving story of sibling sympathy and support. Just because
Sheila Rae is older, she doesn't always know better! This classic picture book about overcoming fear
is written and illustrated by Kevin Henkes, the nationally bestselling and celebrated creator of Lilly's
Purple Plastic Purse, Owen, and Kitten's First Full Moon. I am very brave, Sheila Rae said, patting
herself on the back. She wasn't afraid of anything—not thunder, not lightning, not the big black dog
at the end of the block. And when she wanted to walk home a new way and Louise wouldn't, she
called her sister a scaredy-cat and set out alone. But all the bravado in the world failed to help when
Sheila Rae found herself lost. Luckily, her sister was not far behind. Children will love it.—School
Library Journal
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Wemberly Worried Kevin Henkes, 2000-07-25 A mouse
named Wemberly, who worries about everything, finds that she has a whole list of things to worry
about when she faces the first day of nursery school.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: My Garden Kevin Henkes, 2010-02-23 The girl in this book
grows chocolate rabbits, tomatoes as big as beach balls, flowers that change color, and seashells in
her garden. How does your garden grow?
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Owen Kevin Henkes, 1993-09-15 Owen had a fuzzy yellow
blanket. Fuzzy goes where I go, said Owen. But Mrs. Tweezers disagreed. She thought Owen was too
old for a blanket. Owen disagreed. No matter what Mrs. Tweezers came up with, Blanket Fairies or
vinegar, Owen had the answer. But when school started, Owen't mother knew just what to do, and
everyone -- Owen, Fuzzy, and even Mrs. Tweezers -- was happy.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Sweeping Up the Heart Kevin Henkes, 2019-03-19 From
two-time Newbery Honor and New York Times–bestselling author Kevin Henkes, this timeless novel
about loss, loneliness, and friendship tells the story of the spring break that changes seventh-grader
Amelia Albright’s life forever. Amelia Albright dreams about going to Florida for spring break like
everyone else in her class, but her father—a cranky and stubborn English professor—has decided
Florida is too much adventure. Now Amelia is stuck at home with him and her babysitter, the
beloved Mrs. O’Brien. The week ahead promises to be boring, until Amelia meets Casey at her
neighborhood art studio. Amelia has never been friends with a boy before, and the experience is
both fraught and thrilling. When Casey claims to see the spirit of Amelia’s mother (who died ten
years before), the pair embarks on an altogether different journey in their attempt to find her. Using
crisp, lyrical, literary writing and moments of humor and truth, award-winning author Kevin Henkes
deftly captures how it feels to be almost thirteen. With themes of family, death, grief, creativity, and
loyalty, Sweeping Up the Heart is for readers of Kate DiCamillo, Rebecca Stead, Lauren Wolk,
Kimberly Brubaker Bradley, and Pam Muñoz Ryan.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Chester's Way Kevin Henkes, 2021-12-14 “I like croquet
and peanut butter and making my bed.” There is only one way for Chester to do things—his own
way. “You definitely have a mind of your own,” said Chester’s mother. “That’s one way to put it,”
said Chester’s father. Luckily Chester’s best friend, Wilson, likes doing things just the same way as



Chester. When they cut their sandwiches, it's always diagonally. When they ride their bikes, they
always use hand signals. If Chester is hungry, Wilson is too. They're two of a kind—until indomitable
Lilly, who has her own way of doing things, moves into the neighborhood. Because Lilly has her own
way of doing things! Written and illustrated by Kevin Henkes, the nationally bestselling and
celebrated creator of Lilly's Purple Plastic Purse, Kitten's First Full Moon, and Chrysanthemum,
Chester's Way is a classic picture book about friendship for kids ages 3-7. With sweet good humor
and charming pictures, the book's themes of making new friends, accepting others, and trying new
things resonate when curled up with a parent or at story time.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: How Nivi Got Her Names Laura Deal, 2017-01-31 One day
Nivi asks her mom how she got her names, and the answer leads her to an understanding of
traditional Inuit naming practices.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Julius, the Baby of the World Kevin Henkes, 1995-09-21
The riotously funny Lilly, last seen in Chester's Way (Greenwillow), thinks her new baby brother,
Julius, is disgusting -- if he was a number, he would be zero. But when Cousin Garland dares to
criticize Julius, Lilly bullies her into loudly admiring Julius as the baby of the world.Lilly knows her
baby brother is nothing but dreadful -- until she claims him for her own. Henkes displays a deep
understanding of sibling rivalry and a child's fragile self-esteem....Lilly is a superb and timely
heroine. -- Publishers Weekly.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Lilly's Purple Plastic Purse Kevin Henkes, 1996-08-19 Lilly
loves everything about school, especially her cool teacher, Mr. Slinger. But when Lilly brings her
purple plastic purse and its treasures to school and can't wait until sharing time, Mr. Slinger
confiscates her prized possessions. Lilly's fury leads to revenge and then to remorse and she sets out
to make amends. Lilly, the star of Chester's Way and Julius, the Baby of the World, is back. And this
time she has her name in the title - something she's wanted all along. If you thought Lilly was funny
before, you are in for a treat. So hurry up and start reading. Lilly can't wait for you to find out more
about her.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: My Name is Bilal Asma Mobin-Uddin, 2020-10-20
Featured in a New York Times article titled Teach Your Kids to Resist Hatred Toward Asians A young
boy wrestles with his Muslim identify until a compassionate teacher helps him to understand more
about his heritage. After a family move, Bilal and his sister Ayesha attend a new school where they
find out that they may be the only Muslim students there. Bilal sees his sister bullied on their first
day, so he worries about being teased himself, thinking it might be best if his classmates didn't know
that he is Muslim. Maybe if he tells kids his name is Bill, rather than Bilal, then they will eave him
alone. But when Bilal's teacher Mr. Ali, who is also Muslim, sees how Bilal is struggling. He gives
Bilal a book about the first person to give the call to prayer during the time of the Prophet
Muhammad. That person was another Bilal: Bilal Ibn Rabah. What Bilal learns from the book forms
the compelling story of a young boy grappling with his identity.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Lilly's Big Day Kevin Henkes, 2006-03-28 Mr. Slinger has
big news. He's getting married. Married! Lilly has big plans. She's going to be the flower girl. (Lilly
has always wanted to be a flower girl. Even more than a surgeon or a diva or a hairdresser.) But
what's the biggest, the best, the most perfect thing of all? You're invited to the wedding -- so start
reading!
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: A Good Day Board Book Kevin Henkes, 2010-01-26 What
can turn a bad day into a good day? You decide.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Junonia Kevin Henkes, 2013-07-02 Returning to the beach
cottage—a cottage named Scallop—where she has always celebrated her birthday is a special
occasion for Alice Rice. Who will see the first dolphin this time? The first pelican? What will have
changed? Stayed the same? And will this be the year she finally finds a junonia shell? Alice's friends
are all returning, too. And she's certain her parents have the best party planned for her. Alice can't
wait. If Alice is lucky, everything will be absolutely perfect. Will Alice be lucky? Multiple
award-winning and New York Times bestselling author Kevin Henkes brings his insightful, gentle,



real-world insight to middle grade novels, including: Billy Miller Makes a Wish Bird Lake Moon The
Birthday Room Junonia Olive's Ocean Protecting Marie Sun & Spoon Sweeping Up the Heart Two
Under Par Words of Stone The Year of Billy Miller The Zebra Wall
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Penny and Her Song Kevin Henkes, 2012-08-21 Meet
Penny, the sweet and curious mouse, in Caldecott Medalist and bestselling author Kevin Henkes’s
instant classic story for young readers, perfect for fans Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse, Owen, and
Chrysanthemum. When Penny comes home from school, she is ready to sing her song. But the babies
are sleeping, and Mama and Papa are worried that Penny will wake them up. Oh, but it is a good
song, a really wonderful song . . . and Penny wants more than anything to sing it. Will it ever be the
right time to sing it? Penny and Her Song is a Level One I Can Read book, which means it's perfect
for children learning to sound out words and sentences. Kevin Henkes is a master at creating
beautifully illustrated books that resonate with young children. The Penny books are new classics for
beginning readers and will appeal to fans of Frog and Toad, Little Bear, and Henry and Mudge.
Don't miss Penny's newest adventures in Penny and Her Sled!
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: The Big Snow Berta Hader, Elmer Hader, 2011-10-18 The
woodland animals were all getting ready for the winter. Geese flew south, rabbits and deer grew
thick warm coats, and the raccoons and chipmunks lay down for a long winter nap. Come
Christmastime, the wise owls were the first to see the rainbow around the moon. It was a sure sign
that the big snow was on its way.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Picnic Emily Arnold McCully, 2003-03-18 Beautiful day!
Not a cloud in the sky! A-picnicking we go! When Picnic was first published in 1984, readers fell in
love with Emily Arnold McCully's lush watercolors and charming story about a little mouse who is
reunited with her family. Now the Caldecott artist has added words and painted bigger illustrations
in her signature whimsical style to accommodate a larger-sized read-aloud book. But what has not
changed is a timeless story about the hurt of being lost, and the joy of being found again.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: A Bad Case of Stripes David Shannon, 2016-08-30 It's the
first day of school, and Camilla discovers that she is covered from head to toe in stripes, then
polka-dots, and any other pattern spoken aloud! With a little help, she learns the secret of accepting
her true self, in spite of her peculiar ailment.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: David Goes to School David Shannon, 2016-07-26 David's
teacher has her hands full. From running in the halls to chewing gum in class, David's high-energy
antics fill each schoolday with trouble-and are sure to bring a smile to even the best-behaved reader.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Penny and Her Marble Kevin Henkes, 2013-08-27
Caldecott Medalist Kevin Henkes’s award-winning Penny returns in the third I Can Read story about
a sweet and curious mouse, perfect for fans of Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse, Owen, and
Chrysanthemum. When Penny spots a marble in Mrs. Goodwin's front yard, she picks it up, puts it in
her pocket, and takes it home. It's a beautiful marble—it's big, shiny, blue, smooth, and fast, and
Penny loves it. But does the marble really belong to Penny? Penny and Her Marble was named a
2014 Geisel Honor book by the American Library Association. This annual award, given to the most
distinguished books for beginning readers, is named for the world-renowned children's author
Theodor Geisel, also known as Dr. Seuss. Kevin Henkes is a master at creating beautifully illustrated
books that resonate with young children. The Penny books are new classics for beginning readers
and will appeal to fans of Frog and Toad, Little Bear, and Henry and Mudge. Penny and Her Marble
is a Level One I Can Read book, which means it's perfect for children learning to sound out words
and sentences. Whether shared at home or in a classroom, the short sentences, familiar words, and
simple concepts of Level One books support success for children eager to start reading on their own.
Don't miss Penny's newest adventures in Penny and Her Sled!
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Grow Up, David! David Shannon, 2018-08-28 Laugh-aloud
humor abounds when David can't resist bugging his big brother. In this funny romp, David careens
from one mischievous antic to the next... until he finally wins his brother's approval. Little-brother
antics have never been so endearing -- or true to life! David Shannon's beloved character in his



bestselling book No, David! captures the attention and hearts of young children as few characters
can. Readers relish David's exuberance, defiance, and wildly energetic curiosity, and when there's
trouble, you can bet David did it! Now he's taunting his older brother by eating his Halloween candy,
making a bathroom mess, and following him up the tree house. You're too little! won't stop David's
tricks in this all-time read it again favorite. With millions of copies in print and four sequels, No,
David! hit the ground running in 1998 and was a Caldecott Honor Book, a New York Times Best
Illustrated Book, and a classic for 20 years. Based on a book the author wrote and illustrated when
he was five, David captures the timeless no-no's familiar to every child. Grow Up, David! is nothing
short of exhilarating.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: A Parade of Elephants Kevin Henkes, 2021-08-31 New
York Times–bestselling and Caldecott Medalist Kevin Henkes follows five joyful elephants as they
march from dawn to dusk. Where are they going? Read and find out! This engaging picture book is
just right for the youngest reader and is a perfect choice for story time and bedtime sharing. Up and
down, over and under, through and around . . . five big and brightly colored elephants are on a
mission in this picture book for young children by Caldecott Medalist Kevin Henkes. Where are they
going? What will they do when they get there? It’s a surprise! With a text shimmering with repetition
and rhythm, bright pastel illustrations, large and readable type, and an adorable parade of
elephants, Kevin Henkes introduces basic concepts such as numbers, shapes, adjectives, adverbs,
and daytime and nighttime. A Parade of Elephants is an ALA Notable Book and an excellent choice
for story time as well as bedtime sharing.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Oh! Kevin Henkes, 1999-10-28 The snow falls all night.
Everything is white. And everyone wants to play. You can play, too! Come and join the squirrel, the
rabbit, the cat, the dog, and all the children. You don't even need your snowsuit!
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Sun Flower Lion Kevin Henkes, 2020-09-22 A sun. A flower.
And a lion. With three visual motifs, three colors, and fewer than 200 words, renowned Caldecott
Medalist and #1 New York Times-bestseller Kevin Henkes cracks open the wide world and the
youngest child’s endless imagination. This irresistible picture book is a must-have for every reader
and every family. On a warm morning, a little lion sleeps under a sun that shines so brightly, it looks
like a flower. He dreams the flower is as big as the sun. He dreams the flower is a cookie. He lets his
imagination soar. Caldecott Medalist Kevin Henkes uses simple shapes, limited colors, and a
pitch-perfect text to tell Lion’s story in this transcendent picture book. Sun Flower Lion introduces
emerging readers to short chapters, action verbs, and adjectives, while bright illustrations transform
simple shapes into something magical. Sun Flower Lion will shine at story time and bedtime and for
young children just learning how to read on their own.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Hope Isabell Monk, 2011-08-01 For the young girl in Hope,
weekends at her great-aunt Poogee's are the best. Aunt Poogee makes incredible fried chicken, tells
great stories, and knows lots of interesting people. But this visit takes an unexpected turn when the
pair encounters an ill-mannered friend. It takes Aunt Poogee's special touch to heal a child hurt by
words of ignorance and disrespect.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Kitten's First Full Moon Kevin Henkes, 2004-03-02 What a
night! The moon is full. Kitten is hungry and inquisitive and brave and fast and persistent and
unlucky . . . then lucky! What a night!
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Old Bear Board Book Kevin Henkes, 2011-09-27 Come
explore the four seasons with Old Bear
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Recipe for Disaster Aimee Lucido, 2021-09-14 In this
heartfelt middle school drama, Hannah's schemes for throwing her own bat mitzvah unleash family
secrets, create rivalries with best friends, and ultimately teach Hannah what being Jewish is all
about. With a delicious mix of prose, poetry, and recipes, this hybrid novel is another fresh,
thoughtful, and accessible Versify novel that is cookin’. - New York Times Best-Selling Author
Kwame Alexander Hannah Malfa-Adler is Jew . . . ish. Not that she really thinks about it. She'd
prefer to focus on her favorite pastime: baking delicious food! But when her best friend has a



beyond-awesome Bat Mitzvah, Hannah starts to feel a little envious ...and a little left out. Despite her
parents firm no, Hannah knows that if she can learn enough about her own faith, she can convince
her friends that the party is still in motion. As the secrets mount, a few are bound to explode. When
they do, Hannah learns that being Jewish isn't about having a big party and a fancy dress and a first
kiss -- it's about actually being Jewish. Most importantly, Hannah realizes that the only person's
permission she needs to be Jewish, is her own.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: The Sign of the Chrysanthemum Katherine Paterson,
1988-06-03 Muna has never known his father -- a samurai, a noble warrior. But Muna's mother has
told Muna how he will know him one day: by the sign of the chrysanthemum. When his mother dies,
Muna travels to the capital of twelfth-century Japan, a bewildering city on the verge of revolution.
He finds a haven there, as servant to the great swordsmith, Fukuji. But Muna cannot forget his
dream: He must find his father. Only then will he have power and a name to be reckoned with. Only
then will he become a man.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Winter Is Here Kevin Henkes, 2020-12 A celebration of
the sights, sounds, and smells of the season, this prebound edition is perfect for young readers. In a
starred review, Kirkus Reviews calls Winter Is Here ''A polished, playful story.''
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Enemy Pie (Reading Rainbow Book, Children S Book about
Kindness, Kids Books about Learning) Derek Munson, 2000-09 A Reading Rainbow book for your
child Recommend by experts for children who are reading independently and transitioning to longer
books. Teach kindness, courtesy, respect, and friendship: It was the perfect summer. That is, until
Jeremy Ross moved into the house down the street and became neighborhood enemy number one.
Luckily Dad had a surefire way to get rid of enemies: Enemy Pie. But part of the secret recipe is
spending an entire day playing with the enemy! In this funny yet endearing story one little boy
learns an effective recipe for turning a best enemy into a best friend. Accompanied by charming
illustrations, Enemy Pie serves up a sweet lesson in the difficulties and ultimate rewards of making
new friends. The perfect book for kids learning how to make friends or deal with conflict Ideal as a
read aloud book for families or elementary schools Created by Derek Munson who has directly
shared his children's stories with over 100,000 kids across the globe Fans of Last Stop on Market
Street, Have You Filled a Bucket Today, and First Day Jitters will love this Reading Rainbow classic,
Enemy Pie. Recommend by experts for children who are reading independently and transitioning to
longer books and perfect for the following reading categories: Elementary School Chapter Books
Family Read Aloud Books Books for Kids Ages 5-9 Children's Books for Grades 3-5
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: The Day the Crayons Quit Drew Daywalt, 2013-06-27 The
hilarious, colorful #1 New York Times bestselling phenomenon that every kid wants! Gift a copy to
someone you love today. Poor Duncan just wants to color. But when he opens his box of crayons, he
finds only letters, all saying the same thing: His crayons have had enough! They quit! Blue crayon
needs a break from coloring all those bodies of water. Black crayon wants to be used for more than
just outlining. And Orange and Yellow are no longer speaking—each believes he is the true color of
the sun. What can Duncan possibly do to appease all of the crayons and get them back to doing what
they do best? With giggle-inducing text from Drew Daywalt and bold and bright illustrations from
Oliver Jeffers, The Day the Crayons Quit is the perfect gift for new parents, baby showers,
back-to-school, or any time of year! Perfect for fans of Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus by Mo
Willems and The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Sciezka and Lane Smith. Praise for The
Day the Crayons Quit: Amazon’s 2013 Best Picture Book of the Year A Barnes & Noble Best Book of
2013 Goodreads’ 2013 Best Picture Book of the Year Winner of the E.B. White Read-Aloud Award *
“Hilarious . . . Move over, Click, Clack, Moo; we’ve got a new contender for the most successful
picture-book strike.” –BCCB, starred review “Jeffers . . . elevates crayon drawing to remarkable
heights.” –Booklist “Fresh and funny.” –The Wall Street Journal This book will have children asking
to have it read again and again.” –Library Media Connection * “This colorful title should make for an
uproarious storytime.” –School Library Journal, starred review * “These memorable personalities will
leave readers glancing apprehensively at their own crayon boxes.” –Publishers Weekly, starred



review “Utterly original.” –San Francisco Chronicle
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: No, David! David Shannon, 2006-02 Have you met David
yet? If not, you're in for a treat . . . and children will be tickled pink by his antics and amusing
scrapes. See what happens to David in a typical day at home. He doesn't mean to misbehave, but
somehow he just can't help but get into trouble Amusing matching of picture and text will have
children laughing out loud and happy to read and re-read the story for a long time to come.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: The Berenstain Bears Go to School Stan Berenstain, Jan
Berenstain, 2016 Originally published in slightly different form by Random House Children's Books,
New York, in 1978.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Penny and Her Doll Kevin Henkes, 2013-02-19 Caldecott
Medalist Kevin Henkes’s award-winning Penny returns in the second easy-to-read story about a
sweet and curious mouse, perfect for fans Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse, Owen, and Chrysanthemum.
When Penny receives a surprise box in the mail from Gram, she is thrilled. The surprise is a doll, and
she is absolutely perfect, from her head to her toes. Penny loves her immediately. She introduces her
new doll to Mama and to the babies and to Papa. But then Papa asks what the doll's name is, and
Penny realizes that she doesn't know. What should Penny call her? Kevin Henkes is a master at
creating beautifully illustrated books that resonate with young children. The Penny books are new
classics for beginning readers and will appeal to fans of Frog and Toad, Little Bear, and Henry and
Mudge. Don't miss Penny's newest adventures in Penny and Her Sled!
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: The Birthday Room Kevin Henkes, 2013-07-02 Not just an
ordinary birthday... Two of the things Benjamin Hunter received for his twelfth birthday took him
completely by surprise: A room and a letter. The room was from his parents. The letter was from his
uncle. Ben was just two years old when he and his uncle, Ian, were last together, so Ben didn't
remember him. And no one in Ben's family ever talked about the man. Then the letter arrived,
changing Ben's life, and changing his family in unexpected ways. And there was the birthday room...
Multiple award-winning and New York Times bestselling author Kevin Henkes brings his insightful,
gentle, real-world insight to middle grade novels, including: Billy Miller Makes a Wish Bird Lake
Moon The Birthday Room Junonia Olive's Ocean Protecting Marie Sun & Spoon Sweeping Up the
Heart Two Under Par Words of Stone The Year of Billy Miller The Zebra Wall
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Jessica Kevin Henkes, 1998-05-27 There is no Jessica, said
Ruthie's parents. But of course there was. She ate with Ruthie, played with Ruthie, and was sorry
when Ruthie was bad. Nobody could see Jessica -- except Ruthie. When it came time for Ruthie to go
to school, Jessica went with her. Her parents hoped Ruthie would find a friend at school who would
replace Jessica. They were in for a (happy) surprise!
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Zia Erases the World Bree Barton, 2022-04-26 Luminous,
empowering, and full of heart-healing truths, this is a novel that belongs on every shelf.—Katherine
Applegate, Newbery Award winning author For fans of Crenshaw and When You Trap a Tiger comes
the extraordinary tale of a headstrong girl and the magical dictionary she hopes will explain the
complicated feelings she can't find the right words for—or erase them altogether. Zia remembers the
exact night the Shadoom arrived. One moment she was laughing with her best friends, and the next
a dark room of shadows had crept into her chest. Zia has always loved words, but she can’t find a
real one for the fear growing inside her. How can you defeat something if you don’t know its name?
After Zia’s mom announces that her grouchy Greek yiayia is moving into their tiny apartment, the
Shadoom seems here to stay. Until Zia discovers an old family heirloom: the C. Scuro Dictionary,
13th Edition. This is no ordinary dictionary. Hidden within its magical pages is a mysterious blue
eraser shaped like an evil eye. When Zia starts to erase words that remind her of the Shadoom, they
disappear one by one from the world around her. She finally has the confidence to befriend Alice,
the new girl in sixth grade, and to perform at the Story Jamboree. But things quickly dissolve into
chaos, as the words she erases turn out to be more vital than Zia knew. In this raw, funny, and at
times heartbreaking middle grade debut, Bree Barton reveals how—with the right kind of help—our
darkest moments can nudge us toward the light.



  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Chrysanthemum Kevin Henkes, 1991 Chrysanthemum
loves her name, until she starts going to school and the other children make fun of it.
  chrysanthemum by kevin henkes: Andy, That's My Name Tomie dePaola, 2015-10-13
Several kids looking for something to do make words from the letters in little Andy's name.
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