
code talker
code talker captures the fascinating history, significance, and impact of individuals who used their
native languages to transmit coded military messages during wartime. This article explores the
origins of code talkers, their pivotal role in major conflicts such as World War I and World War II,
and the legacy they left behind. Readers will gain insights into how these ingenious communicators
contributed to military success, protected sensitive information, and changed the course of history.
The article also addresses the recognition and honors bestowed upon code talkers, discusses their
enduring influence, and sheds light on the challenges they faced. Whether you are interested in
military history, cryptography, or the preservation of indigenous languages, this comprehensive
guide covers every essential aspect of code talkers in an engaging, informative manner.
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Origins and Definition of Code Talker

A code talker is an individual who uses their native language as a means of encoding and
transmitting sensitive messages during military operations. The concept originated during World
War I and became highly refined in World War II. Code talkers were primarily recruited from
indigenous communities, whose languages were unfamiliar and indecipherable to enemy forces. This
unique approach to cryptography proved to be an effective method for safeguarding military secrets
and ensuring secure communication on the battlefield.

The term "code talker" is most closely associated with Native American soldiers, but other groups
have also served in similar capacities. The primary function of a code talker was to quickly relay
tactical information without fear of interception or decoding by adversaries. This innovative practice
set a new standard for secure communications and highlighted the strategic value of linguistic
diversity.



Role of Code Talkers in Military History

Code talkers played a critical role in shaping the outcomes of key military engagements. Their ability
to transmit coded messages in real time allowed commanders to coordinate complex maneuvers,
respond to enemy movements, and maintain operational secrecy. The use of code talkers was
particularly vital during periods when conventional cryptographic methods were vulnerable to
enemy decryption.

During major wars, code talkers operated in high-pressure environments, often under fire, and were
responsible for relaying information about troop movements, artillery placements, and battlefield
strategies. Their contributions were integral to the success of numerous missions and campaigns,
significantly reducing the risk of compromised communications.

Notable Code Talker Groups

Navajo Code Talkers

The Navajo code talkers are perhaps the most celebrated group, serving primarily in the Pacific
Theater during World War II. Their language was used to develop an unbreakable code that played a
key role in U.S. Marine Corps operations, such as the battles of Iwo Jima and Guadalcanal. The
Navajo code was never deciphered by enemy forces, making it one of the most secure
communication systems in military history.

Choctaw Code Talkers

The Choctaw code talkers were pioneers in using native languages for military codes during World
War I. They proved instrumental in transmitting critical messages during the Meuse-Argonne
Offensive, helping Allied forces gain crucial advantages over German troops. Their success paved
the way for the widespread use of code talkers in subsequent conflicts.

Other Code Talker Groups

Comanche code talkers contributed to communications during the Normandy invasion in
World War II.

Meskwaki, Hopi, and Cherokee code talkers also participated in various theaters of war.

Additional code talkers from Pueblo, Lakota, and other tribes served with distinction.

Each group utilized its unique language to develop codes that were virtually impossible for enemy
cryptographers to crack.



Languages Used by Code Talkers

The effectiveness of code talkers hinged on the complexity and obscurity of their native languages.
Many of these languages were unwritten, had limited speakers, and included dialects unfamiliar to
outsiders. This made them ideal for military codes, as enemy forces had little to no resources for
translation or interpretation.

Characteristics of Effective Code Languages

Complex grammar structures and vocabulary

Limited number of fluent speakers outside the tribe

Dialects or regional variations unique to specific groups

Absence of written records or documentation

To further secure transmissions, code talkers often developed word substitutions, symbols, and
abbreviations to represent military terms and concepts, enhancing the security and speed of
communication.

Impact of Code Talkers on Warfare

Code talkers revolutionized wartime communications, providing a level of security that traditional
encryption methods could not match. Their contributions enabled military units to coordinate
attacks, relay reconnaissance information, and maintain strategic advantages without fear of
interception. The speed and accuracy of code talker transmissions often determined the success or
failure of missions.

The impact of code talkers extended beyond tactical advantages; they also fostered a sense of unity
and purpose among indigenous soldiers, highlighting the importance of cultural heritage and
linguistic skills in national defense.

Recognition and Honors

For decades, the valor and achievements of code talkers remained classified or underappreciated. In
recent years, however, their service has been formally recognized through awards, commemorative
events, and public memorials. Many code talkers have received Congressional Medals, and their
stories are now featured in museums, documentaries, and historical archives.



Forms of Recognition

Congressional Gold and Silver Medals

Presidential commendations and proclamations

Public monuments and statues

Educational programs and museum exhibits

These honors not only pay tribute to individual code talkers but also celebrate the enduring legacy of
their languages and cultures.

Challenges Faced by Code Talkers

Despite their invaluable contributions, code talkers encountered numerous challenges. Many were
sworn to secrecy about their roles, preventing them from sharing their experiences with family and
community members. Some faced discrimination both within and outside the military, and others
struggled with the transition back to civilian life after the war.

Common Challenges

Strict confidentiality agreements limiting recognition1.

Cultural and linguistic barriers in military settings2.

Post-war adjustment and lack of support services3.

Underrepresentation in historical records4.

Efforts are ongoing to address these issues and ensure that code talkers receive the recognition and
support they deserve.

Legacy of Code Talkers

The legacy of code talkers endures in modern military, linguistics, and cultural preservation efforts.
Their success has inspired new approaches to secure communications and highlighted the value of
diversity in national defense. Today, code talkers serve as symbols of resilience, ingenuity, and
patriotism, reminding future generations of the importance of honoring linguistic and cultural
heritage.



Educational initiatives, public commemorations, and ongoing research continue to bring greater
awareness to the contributions of code talkers. Their stories inspire respect for indigenous
languages and underscore the importance of protecting and revitalizing these invaluable cultural
assets.

Q: Who were the most famous code talker groups in history?
A: The most famous code talker groups include the Navajo code talkers of World War II, the Choctaw
code talkers of World War I, and the Comanche code talkers who served during the Normandy
invasion in World War II.

Q: What languages did code talkers use for military codes?
A: Code talkers used a variety of indigenous languages such as Navajo, Choctaw, Comanche,
Cherokee, Hopi, Meskwaki, and others, depending on their tribal affiliation and the requirements of
the military operation.

Q: How did code talkers contribute to military success?
A: Code talkers provided secure, fast, and reliable communication that enemy forces could not
decipher, allowing for effective coordination of military maneuvers, safeguarding strategic
information, and ensuring the success of critical missions.

Q: Why were indigenous languages ideal for code talking?
A: Indigenous languages were ideal for code talking because they were complex, often unwritten,
had few speakers outside the tribes, and included unique dialects, making them virtually impossible
for enemies to understand or decode.

Q: What recognition did code talkers receive for their service?
A: Code talkers have been honored with Congressional Gold and Silver Medals, presidential
commendations, public memorials, statues, and features in museum exhibits that celebrate their
contributions to military history.

Q: Were code talker contributions kept secret after the wars?
A: Yes, many code talkers were required to keep their roles secret due to military confidentiality,
resulting in delayed recognition and limited public awareness for decades after their service.



Q: What challenges did code talkers face during and after
their service?
A: Code talkers faced challenges such as strict confidentiality, cultural barriers, discrimination,
difficulty transitioning to civilian life, and underrepresentation in historical records.

Q: Are there any modern uses of code talking techniques?
A: While indigenous language code talking is not widely used in modern warfare, the principles of
secure, linguistically-based communication continue to influence cryptographic research and
military communication strategies.

Q: How has the legacy of code talkers influenced cultural
preservation?
A: The legacy of code talkers has inspired efforts to preserve and revitalize indigenous languages,
promote cultural pride, and educate future generations about the value of linguistic diversity in
national defense.

Q: What can be learned from the story of code talkers?
A: The story of code talkers teaches the importance of linguistic and cultural diversity, the power of
ingenuity in overcoming challenges, and the need to recognize and honor the contributions of all
groups in shaping history.

Code Talker
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myths and realities surrounding these unsung heroes and provide a comprehensive understanding of
their invaluable contributions.

H2: The Birth of a Secret Weapon: Navajo Code Talkers in
WWII

The United States military, facing the daunting challenge of secure communication during World
War II, turned to an unexpected source: the Navajo Nation. The Navajo language, with its complex
grammar and lack of a written form, presented a nearly impenetrable barrier to enemy interception.
The idea was simple yet brilliant: to use the Navajo language as an unbreakable code. Native
speakers were recruited, rigorously trained, and deployed to the front lines, transmitting vital
military information with unparalleled secrecy.

H2: Deciphering the Navajo Code: Linguistic Complexity and
Military Strategy

The effectiveness of the Navajo code rested on the unique structure of the Navajo language. Its
complex grammar, lack of a written alphabet, and intricate phonetic system made it virtually
impossible for Axis powers to decipher. Navajo Code Talkers didn't simply translate English words;
they created entirely new code words for military equipment, strategies, and locations. This was
achieved through a combination of pre-existing Navajo terms and newly invented code phrases,
creating a system so sophisticated that it remained unbroken throughout the war.

#### H3: Code Words and Phrases: A Glimpse into the Navajo Code System

The Navajo Code wasn’t simply a direct translation. Imagine “bomber” translated as a uniquely
Navajo word for a particular type of bird, or “tank” becoming a phrase describing a specific type of
large, slow-moving animal. These creative linguistic substitutions were key to the code's strength.
The ingenuity of the Code Talkers in adapting and innovating their language for military purposes
was remarkable.

#### H3: Beyond the Code: The Courage and Resilience of Navajo Warriors

The Code Talkers’ contributions extended far beyond their linguistic skills. They faced the same
dangers as other soldiers, participating in crucial battles across the Pacific theater. Their bravery
and resilience under fire were instrumental to the Allied victory. They were often exposed to intense
combat situations, requiring not only linguistic expertise, but also incredible courage and mental
fortitude.



H2: Breaking the Silence: The Legacy of the Code Talkers

For many years, the contributions of the Code Talkers remained largely classified and unknown to
the public. Their story was shrouded in secrecy, a testament to the effectiveness of their mission.
However, in recent decades, their incredible service has been recognized, with numerous memorials
and tributes erected in their honor. Their story serves as a powerful reminder of the vital role of
indigenous communities in shaping history and the importance of preserving cultural heritage.

H2: The Ongoing Relevance of Code Talkers in Modern
Cryptography

While the Navajo code is no longer used, its legacy continues to influence modern cryptography. The
principle of utilizing less-common languages or highly complex systems for secure communication
remains a cornerstone of national security strategies. The success of the Navajo Code Talkers stands
as a compelling example of how linguistic diversity can be leveraged for strategic advantage. The
story provides valuable lessons about the importance of linguistic security and the need for creative
solutions in protecting sensitive information.

Conclusion:

The Code Talkers represent a unique and inspiring chapter in military history. Their story is one of
ingenuity, courage, and unwavering dedication to their country. Their legacy transcends the
battlefield, offering valuable lessons in the power of language, the importance of cultural
preservation, and the enduring strength of the human spirit. Their contribution remains a testament
to the remarkable impact individuals can have when faced with extraordinary challenges.

FAQs:

1. Were the Navajo Code Talkers ever captured? While many Code Talkers faced intense combat,
there are no documented instances of them being captured while carrying coded messages. Their
skills and the secrecy surrounding their operations ensured their vital information remained safe.

2. How many Navajo Code Talkers served in WWII? Approximately 400 Navajo men served as Code
Talkers during World War II.

3. Did the Navajo Code Talkers receive recognition for their service? While initially their work was
kept secret, the Navajo Code Talkers eventually received widespread recognition and numerous
honors for their invaluable contributions to the war effort.



4. What languages besides Navajo were considered for use in creating military codes? While Navajo
proved exceptionally effective, other indigenous languages were explored for similar purposes,
although none achieved the same level of success and secrecy as the Navajo code.

5. Are there any contemporary examples of code-breaking techniques inspired by the Navajo Code
Talkers? The principles of using less-common languages and complex linguistic structures for secure
communication continue to influence modern cryptography. While not directly copied, the core
concepts remain relevant.

  code talker: Code Talker Joseph Bruchac, 2006-07-06 Readers who choose the book for the
attraction of Navajo code talking and the heat of battle will come away with more than they ever
expected to find.—Booklist, starred review Throughout World War II, in the conflict fought against
Japan, Navajo code talkers were a crucial part of the U.S. effort, sending messages back and forth in
an unbreakable code that used their native language. They braved some of the heaviest fighting of
the war, and with their code, they saved countless American lives. Yet their story remained classified
for more than twenty years. But now Joseph Bruchac brings their stories to life for young adults
through the riveting fictional tale of Ned Begay, a sixteen-year-old Navajo boy who becomes a code
talker. His grueling journey is eye-opening and inspiring. This deeply affecting novel honors all of
those young men, like Ned, who dared to serve, and it honors the culture and language of the Navajo
Indians. An ALA Best Book for Young Adults Nonsensational and accurate, Bruchac's tale is quietly
inspiring...—School Library Journal
  code talker: Code Talker Chester Nez, Judith Schiess Avila, 2011-09-06 The first and only
memoir by one of the original Navajo code talkers of WWII. His name wasn’t Chester Nez. That was
the English name he was assigned in kindergarten. And in boarding school at Fort Defiance, he was
punished for speaking his native language, as the teachers sought to rid him of his culture and
traditions. But discrimination didn’t stop Chester from answering the call to defend his country after
Pearl Harbor, for the Navajo have always been warriors, and his upbringing on a New Mexico
reservation gave him the strength—both physical and mental—to excel as a marine. During World
War II, the Japanese had managed to crack every code the United States used. But when the
Marines turned to its Navajo recruits to develop and implement a secret military language, they
created the only unbroken code in modern warfare—and helped assure victory for the United States
over Japan in the South Pacific. INCLUDES THE ACTUAL NAVAJO CODE AND RARE PICTURES
  code talker: The First Code Talkers William C. Meadows, 2021-01-07 Many Americans know
something about the Navajo code talkers in World War II—but little else about the military service of
Native Americans, who have served in our armed forces since the American Revolution, and still
serve in larger numbers than any other ethnic group. But, as we learn in this splendid work of
historical restitution, code talking originated in World War I among Native soldiers whose
extraordinary service resulted, at long last, in U.S. citizenship for all Native Americans. The first full
account of these forgotten soldiers in our nation’s military history, The First Code Talkers covers all
known Native American code talkers of World War I—members of the Choctaw, Oklahoma Cherokee,
Comanche, Osage, and Sioux nations, as well as the Eastern Band of Cherokee and Ho-Chunk, whose
veterans have yet to receive congressional recognition. William C. Meadows, the foremost expert on
the subject, describes how Native languages, which were essentially unknown outside tribal contexts
and thus could be as effective as formal encrypted codes, came to be used for wartime
communication. While more than thirty tribal groups were eventually involved in World Wars I and
II, this volume focuses on Native Americans in the American Expeditionary Forces during the First
World War. Drawing on nearly thirty years of research—in U.S. military and Native American
archives, surviving accounts from code talkers and their commanding officers, family records,
newspaper accounts, and fieldwork in descendant communities—the author explores the origins,
use, and legacy of the code talkers. In the process, he highlights such noted decorated veterans as



Otis Leader, Joseph Oklahombi, and Calvin Atchavit and scrutinizes numerous misconceptions and
popular myths about code talking and the secrecy surrounding the practice. With appendixes that
include a timeline of pertinent events, biographies of known code talkers, and related World War I
data, this book is the first comprehensive work ever published on Native American code talkers in
the Great War and their critical place in American military history.
  code talker: Code Talker Joseph Bruchac, 2006 After being taught in a boarding school run by
whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the
Marines to become Code Talkers, sending messages during World War II in their native tongue.
  code talker: Chester Nez and the Unbreakable Code Joseph Bruchac, 2024-03-07 A Junior
Library Guild Selection April 2018 2018 Cybils Award Finalist, Elementary Non-Fiction BRLA 2018
Southwest Book Award 2019 Southwest Books of the Year: Kid Pick 2020 Grand Canyon Award,
Nonfiction Nominee 2020-2021 Arkansas Diamond Primary Book Award Master List STARRED
REVIEW! A perfect, well-rounded historical story that will engage readers of all ages. A perfect,
well-rounded historical story that will engage readers of all ages.--Kirkus Reviews starred review As
a young Navajo boy, Chester Nez had to leave the reservation and attend boarding school, where he
was taught that his native language and culture were useless. But Chester refused to give up his
heritage. Years later, during World War II, Chester--and other Navajo men like him--was recruited by
the US Marines to use the Navajo language to create an unbreakable military code. Suddenly the
language he had been told to forget was needed to fight a war. This powerful picture book biography
contains backmatter including a timeline and a portion of the Navajo code, and also depicts the life
of an original Navajo code talker while capturing the importance of heritage.
  code talker: The Life and Times of the Code Talker Chester Nez, Judith Schiess Avila,
2012-12-04 Chester Nez’s memoir was just the beginning. Here are more stories and photos from
the last remaining Navajo Code Talker of World War II. After the publication of his book, Code
Talker, Chester Nez reflects on the path that took him to where he is today—from growing up on the
New Mexico reservation steeped in the traditions of his Native American ancestors, to his days
fighting alongside other Code Talkers, to his hardships and triumphs after the war. Here are stories
of his family, then and now, tales of his close relationship to nature and her creatures, accounts of
how his life and legacy have changed since publishing his memoir, and a tribute to his fallen friends.
The Life and Times of the Code Talker is the perfect purchase for those who never want Chester
Nez’s stories to end… Includes a preview of Code Talker: The First and Only Memoir by One of the
Original Navajo Code Talkers of WWII INCLUDES NEVER-BEFORE-SEEN PHOTOS
  code talker: Code Talker Joseph Bruchac, 2006-07-06 The United States is at war, and
sixteen-year-old Ned Begay wants to join the cause -- especially when he hears that Navajos are
being specifically recruited by the Marine Corps. So he claims he's old enough to enlist, breezes his
way through boot camp, and suddenly finds himself involved in a top-secret task, one that's
exclusively performed by Navajos. He has become a code talker. His experiences in the Pacific --
from Guadalcanal to Iwo Jima and beyond -- will forever change him. Throughout World War II, in
the conflict fought against Japan, Navajo Code Talkers were a crucial part of the U.S. effort, sending
messages back and forth in an unbreakable code that used their native language. They braved some
of the heaviest fighting of the war, and with their code, they saved countless American lives. Yet
their story remained classified for more than twenty years. When the war ended, they weren't able
to tell anyone -- not even their families -- about their true contribution.
  code talker: Code Talker Stories Laura Tohe, 2012 On these pages, the Navajo code talkers
speak, in English and Navajo, about past and present. Laura Tohe, daughter of a Code Talker,
interviewed many of the remaining Code Talkers, some of whom have since passed on. The Navajo
language helped win World War II, and it lives on in this book, as the veterans truly share from their
hearts, providing not only more battlefield details, but also revealing how their war experiences
affected themselves and the following generations. Their children and grandchildren also speak
about what it means to them today. Beautiful portraits accompany their words.--Back cover.
  code talker: Navajo Code Talkers Blake Hoena, 2019-05-01 During World War II U.S. forces



had to keep battle plans and other top secret information out of the enemy's hands. Coded messages
were often used, but secret codes could be broken. To solve this problem, the U.S. military turned to
an unexpected source to create an unbreakable code. The Navajo people spoke a complex language
that few outsiders knew how to speak. Several Navajo soldiers were recruited to develop a code
based on the Navajo language. The result was a complex code that could not be solved by the
enemy. Learn all about the brave Navajo Code Talkers and how their unbreakable code helped
defeat the enemy and win the war.
  code talker: The Navajo Code Talkers Doris Atkinson Paul, 1998
  code talker: Sioux Code Talkers of World War II Andrea Page, 2017-04-01 Told by the
great-niece of John Bear King, who served in the First Cavalry in the Pacific Theatre as a Sioux Code
Talker, this comprehensively informative title explores not only the importance of the indigenous
peoples to the war, but also their culture and values. The Sioux Code Talkers of World War II follows
seven Sioux who put aside a long history of prejudice against their people and joined the fight
against Japan. With a personal touch and a deft eye for engaging detail, author Andrea M. Page
brings the Lakota story to life.
  code talker: Who Were the Navajo Code Talkers? James Buckley, Jr., Who HQ, 2021-10-26
Learn how this heroic group of American Indian men created a secret, unbreakable code and helped
the US win major battles during World War II in this new addition to the #1 New York Times
bestselling series. By the time the United States joined the Second World War in 1941, the fight
against Nazi and Axis powers had already been under way for two years. In order to win the war and
protect its soldiers, the US Marines recruited twenty-nine Navajo men to create a secret code that
could be used to send military messages quickly and safely across battlefields. In this new book
within the #1 New York Times bestelling series, author James Buckley Jr. explains how these brave
and intelligent men developed their amazing code, recounts some of their riskiest missions, and
discusses how the country treated them before, during, and after the war.
  code talker: Navajo Code Talkers Stuart A. Kallen, 2018 In the South Pacific during World War
II, a group of Navajo Marines sent secret messages for the Allies using a code based on the Navajo
language. Learn more about these heroes, whose unbreakable code helped win the war.
  code talker: The First Code Talkers William C. Meadows, 2021-01-07 Many Americans know
something about the Navajo code talkers in World War II—but little else about the military service of
Native Americans, who have served in our armed forces since the American Revolution, and still
serve in larger numbers than any other ethnic group. But, as we learn in this splendid work of
historical restitution, code talking originated in World War I among Native soldiers whose
extraordinary service resulted, at long last, in U.S. citizenship for all Native Americans. The first full
account of these forgotten soldiers in our nation’s military history, The First Code Talkers covers all
known Native American code talkers of World War I—members of the Choctaw, Oklahoma Cherokee,
Comanche, Osage, and Sioux nations, as well as the Eastern Band of Cherokee and Ho-Chunk, whose
veterans have yet to receive congressional recognition. William C. Meadows, the foremost expert on
the subject, describes how Native languages, which were essentially unknown outside tribal contexts
and thus could be as effective as formal encrypted codes, came to be used for wartime
communication. While more than thirty tribal groups were eventually involved in World Wars I and
II, this volume focuses on Native Americans in the American Expeditionary Forces during the First
World War. Drawing on nearly thirty years of research—in U.S. military and Native American
archives, surviving accounts from code talkers and their commanding officers, family records,
newspaper accounts, and fieldwork in descendant communities—the author explores the origins,
use, and legacy of the code talkers. In the process, he highlights such noted decorated veterans as
Otis Leader, Joseph Oklahombi, and Calvin Atchavit and scrutinizes numerous misconceptions and
popular myths about code talking and the secrecy surrounding the practice. With appendixes that
include a timeline of pertinent events, biographies of known code talkers, and related World War I
data, this book is the first comprehensive work ever published on Native American code talkers in
the Great War and their critical place in American military history.



  code talker: Native American Code Talker in World War II Ed Gilbert, 2012-04-20 'Were it not
for the Navajo Code Talkers the Marines would never have taken Iwo Jima and other places'
(Anonymous, Marine Corps signal officer). Ed Gilbert uses personal interviews with veterans to tell
their fascinating story. Beginning with the first operational use of Native American languages in
World War I, he explores how in World War II the US again came to employ this subtle, but powerful
'weapon.' Despite all efforts, the Japanese were never able to decode their messages and the Navajo
code talkers contributed significantly to US victories in the Pacific. Approximately 400 Navajos
served in this crucial role. Their legend of the 'code talker' has been celebrated by Hollywood in
films, such as Windtalkers, and this book reveals the real-life story of their extraordinary
involvement in World War II.
  code talker: Warriors , 1990 During World War II, as the Japanese were breaking American
codes as quickly as they could be devised, a small group of Navajo Marines provided their country
with its only totally secure cryptography. The photographer has recorded them as they are today,
recalling their youth.
  code talker: The Unbreakable Code Sara Hoagland Hunter, 2007-04 Because John is afraid to
leave the Navajo Reservation, his grandfather explains to him how the Navajo language, faith, and
ingenuity helped win World War II.
  code talker: Under the Eagle Samuel Holiday, Robert S. McPherson, 2013-08-13 Samuel
Holiday was one of a small group of Navajo men enlisted by the Marine Corps during World War II
to use their native language to transmit secret communications on the battlefield. Based on
extensive interviews with Robert S. McPherson, Under the Eagle is Holiday’s vivid account of his
own story. It is the only book-length oral history of a Navajo code talker in which the narrator relates
his experiences in his own voice and words. Under the Eagle carries the reader from Holiday’s
childhood years in rural Monument Valley, Utah, into the world of the United States’s Pacific
campaign against Japan—to such places as Kwajalein, Saipan, Tinian, and Iwo Jima. Central to
Holiday’s story is his Navajo worldview, which shapes how he views his upbringing in Utah, his time
at an Indian boarding school, and his experiences during World War II. Holiday’s story, coupled with
historical and cultural commentary by McPherson, shows how traditional Navajo practices gave
strength and healing to soldiers facing danger and hardship and to veterans during their difficult
readjustment to life after the war. The Navajo code talkers have become famous in recent years
through books and movies that have dramatized their remarkable story. Their wartime achievements
are also a source of national pride for the Navajos. And yet, as McPherson explains, Holiday’s own
experience was “as much mental and spiritual as it was physical.” This decorated marine served
“under the eagle” not only as a soldier but also as a Navajo man deeply aware of his cultural
obligations.
  code talker: The Navajo Code Talkers J. Patrick Lewis, 2016-08-16 Amidst a complicated
history of mistreatment by and distrust of the American government, the Navajo people—especially
bilingual code talkers—helped the Allies win World War II.
  code talker: Native American Code Talker in World War II Ed Gilbert, 2012-04-20 'Were it
not for the Navajo Code Talkers the Marines would never have taken Iwo Jima and other places'
(Anonymous, Marine Corps signal officer). Ed Gilbert uses personal interviews with veterans to tell
their fascinating story. Beginning with the first operational use of Native American languages in
World War I, he explores how in World War II the US again came to employ this subtle, but powerful
'weapon.' Despite all efforts, the Japanese were never able to decode their messages and the Navajo
code talkers contributed significantly to US victories in the Pacific. Approximately 400 Navajos
served in this crucial role. Their legend of the 'code talker' has been celebrated by Hollywood in
films, such as Windtalkers, and this book reveals the real-life story of their extraordinary
involvement in World War II.
  code talker: Life As a Navajo Code Talker in World War II Kate Shoup, 2017-12-15 One of
the most influential struggles of World War II was fought behind the scenes, the battle for
intelligence. Enormous resources were devoted to breaking the enemy's code, a feat that could



decide the outcome of a battle. Among the reasons for the allied triumph is the creation of a code
based on the Navajo language, a code that was never broken. This is the story of how these code
talkers lived, worked, and ultimately influenced World War II.
  code talker: Navajo Code Talkers Nathan Aaseng, 2002-03-01 Describes how the American
military in World War II used a group of Navajo Indians to create an indecipherable code based on
their native language.
  code talker: Tales of the Mighty Code Talkers Lee Francis III, 2019-10-15 Written and
illustrated by Native Americans from various tribal nations, these comics detail the deep emotions of
leaving one's homeland to fight in a war far away, the comfort and benefit in finding those who
speak your native language, and the pride in knowing you served your country while honoring your
people. A high percentage of Native Americans serve in the US military and bring special talents
that have aided their fighting units during wartime, including the famed code talkers of World War I.
  code talker: Life and Times of the Code Talker Chester Nez, 2012
  code talker: Navajo Code Talker Manual , 2019-08-15 In the first few months of the war in
the Pacific during World War II, the Japanese broke all of the Allies' codes and always knew where
the Americans would attack next. Japanese code breaking cost thousands of American lives until a
missionary's son came up with an unusual solution and the United States Marine Corps recruited
some unexpected allies. Navajo recruits (later nicknamed the Code Talkers) developed a fast,
efficient, unbreakable code using their unique native language coupled with word and letter
substitutions. The Japanese never broke the code. This book is an introduction to the code, the
creation of the code, and the men who developed and used it. The Navajo Code Talkers helped win
the war in the Pacific using the very language that the government attempted to beat out of them as
children in Indian schools.
  code talker: American Indian Code Talkers Julia Garstecki, 2017 Many used to believe that
non-white people weren't smart enough to be soldiers. Others thought women weren't tough enough
to fly planes. But those people were wrong. Learn how African Americans, American Indians, and
other groups bravely fought for their country. And they did it when no one believed they could. Book
jacket.
  code talker: Navajo Code Talkers Brynn Baker, 2015-08 Discusses the heroic actions and
experiences of the Navajo code talkers and the impact they made during times of war and conflict--
  code talker: Navajo Weapon Sally McClain, 2001 Based on first-person accounts and Marine
Corps documents, and featuring the original code dictionary, Navajo Weapon tells how the code
talkers created a unique code within a code, served their country in combat, and saved American
lives.
  code talker: Life As a Navajo Code Talker in World War II Kate Shoup, 2017-12-15 One of the
most influential struggles of World War II was fought behind the scenes, the battle for intelligence.
Enormous resources were devoted to breaking the enemy's code, a feat that could decide the
outcome of a battle. Among the reasons for the allied triumph is the creation of a code based on the
Navajo language, a code that was never broken. This is the story of how these code talkers lived,
worked, and ultimately influenced World War II.
  code talker: Navajo Code Talkers Andrew Santella, 2004 Describes the function of the more
than 400 Navajo marines who invented a secret code that was never broken by the enemy during
World War II.
  code talker: Code Talker Joseph Bruchac, 2012 After being taught in a boarding school run by
whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the
Marines to become Code Talkers, sending messages during World War II in their native tongue.
  code talker: Anumpa Warrior: Choctaw Code Talkers of World War I Sarah Elisabeth
Sawyer, 2018-10-24 DISCOVER THE EPIC STORY OF THE ORIGINAL WWI CODE TALKERS… The
day I betrayed Isaac, I vowed never again to speak my native language in front of white men. When
America enters the Great War in 1917, Bertram Robert (B.B.) Dunn and his Choctaw buddies from
Armstrong Academy join the army to protect their homes, their families, and their country. Hoping



to find redemption for a horrible lie that betrayed his best friend, B.B. heads into the trenches of
France—but what he discovers is a duty only his native tongue can fulfill. Stationed in worn-torn
Europe since 1914, war correspondent Matthew Teller, B.B.’s uncle, is ready to quit until an
encounter with a fellow Choctaw sets him on a path to write the untold story of American Indian
doughboys. But entrenched stereotypes and prejudices tear at his burning desire to spread truth.
With the Allies building toward the greatest offensive drive of the war, the American Expeditionary
Forces face a superior enemy who intercepts their messages and knows their every move. Can the
solution come from a people their own government stripped of culture and language? Experience the
powerful tale of these courageous first American people through Anumpa Warrior. Based on true
events, this faith-filled historical fiction takes you on a journey of our shared world history—and of
hope for all people. “Anumpa Warrior (Language Warrior) is the first novel on the Choctaw Code
Talkers of World War I. Combining extensive historical research on the code talkers, insights into
Choctaw culture, solid character development, and stimulating narrative, Choctaw author Sarah
Elisabeth Sawyer has written a gem.” —Dr. William C. Meadows, Missouri State University, Code
Talker scholar “As the granddaughter of a WWI Choctaw Code Talker, I was spellbound, speechless,
and teary-eyed.” —Beth (Frazier) Lawless, granddaughter of Tobias Frazier “Sarah’s eloquent style
and words give the story so much life and spirit. I say châpeau, hats off to you!” —Jeffrey Aarnio,
former superintendent, American Battle Monuments Commission
  code talker: Code Girls Liza Mundy, 2017-10-10 The award-winning New York Times bestseller
about the American women who secretly served as codebreakers during World War II--a prodigiously
researched and engrossing (New York Times) book that shines a light on a hidden chapter of
American history (Denver Post). Recruited by the U.S. Army and Navy from small towns and elite
colleges, more than ten thousand women served as codebreakers during World War II. While their
brothers and boyfriends took up arms, these women moved to Washington and learned the
meticulous work of code-breaking. Their efforts shortened the war, saved countless lives, and gave
them access to careers previously denied to them. A strict vow of secrecy nearly erased their efforts
from history; now, through dazzling research and interviews with surviving code girls, bestselling
author Liza Mundy brings to life this riveting and vital story of American courage, service, and
scientific accomplishment.
  code talker: Native American Code Talkers M. M. Eboch, 2015-08 Cover -- Title Page --
Credits -- Table of Contents -- Chapter 1: In the Heat of Battle -- Chapter 2: Secrets of War -- Chapter
3: The People -- Chapter 4: Recruitment and Training -- Chapter 5: Creating the Code -- Chapter 6:
Recruiting More Code Talkers -- Chapter 7: Joining the Troops -- Chapter 8: Other Tribes -- Chapter
9: End of the War -- Timeline -- Essential Facts -- Glossary -- Additional Resources -- Source Notes --
Index -- About the Author -- About the Consultant
  code talker: Children of the Longhouse Joseph Bruchac, 1998-08-01 When Ohkwa'ri overhears
a group of older boys planning a raid on a neighboring village, he immediately tells his Mohawk
elders. He has done the right thing—but he has also made enemies. Grabber and his friends will do
anything they can to hurt him, especially during the village-wide game of Tekwaarathon (lacrosse).
Ohkwa'ri believes in the path of peace, but can peaceful ways work against Grabber's wrath? An
exciting story that also offers an in-depth look at Native American life centuries ago. —Kirkus
Reviews
  code talker: Navajo Code Talkers Emily Schlesinger, 2020-12-30 Themes: History, Social
Studies, Nonfiction, Tween, Chapter Book, Hi-Lo, Hi-Lo Books, Hi-Lo Solutions, High-Low Books,
Hi-Low Books, ELL, EL, ESL, Struggling Learner, Struggling Reader, Special Education, SPED,
Newcomers, Reading, Learning, Education, Educational, Educational Books. In the midst of World
War II, a unique team of soldiers fought to help the U.S. win using an unusual weapon -- language.
Native Americans from the Navajo tribe were recruited to help the U.S. military create a code that
no enemy could break. These men were called Navajo Code Talkers. This is their story of bravery.
Take a look inside White Lightning Nonfiction, a hi-lo nonfiction series for students in the middle
grades. Mature, high-interest topics pull in readers and engage them with interesting information;



full-color photographs and illustrations; detailed graphic elements including charts, tables, and
infographics; and fascinating facts. A 20-word glossary is included for vocabulary support.
  code talker: Windtalkers John Woo, Terence Chang, Tracie Graham, Alison Rosenzweig, John
Rice, Joseph Batteer, Nicolas Cage, Adam Beach, Peter Stormare, Noah Emmerich, Mark Ruffalo,
Brian Van Holt, Martin Henderson, Roger Willie, Frances O'Connor, Christian Slater, Jeffrey
Kimball, Steven Kemper, Jeff Gullo, Tom Rolf, James Horner, Holger Gross, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer,
Lion Rock (Firm), MGM Home Entertainment Inc, 2002-01-01 A battle-weary Marine is assigned to
guard - and ultimately befriends - a young Navajo soldier who has been trained to be a code talker.
This code, the Navajo code, and the men who knew the code, were to be guarded as they went into
action. It was the unspoken duty of the Marine to kill the Navajo soldier before he could be taken
prisoner of war by the Japanese. This is the one wartime code that was never broken by the enemy.
  code talker: Search for the Navajo Code Talkers Sally McClain, 2012 One woman's determined
search for the truth about World War II's forgotten heroes.
  code talker: The Comanche Code Talkers of World War II William C. Meadows, 2009-03-06
The true story of the US Army’s Comanche Code Talkers, from their recruitment and training to
active duty in World War II and postwar life. Among the allied troops that came ashore in Normandy
on D-Day, June 6, 1944, were thirteen Comanches in the 4th Infantry Division, 4th Signal Company.
Under German fire they laid communications lines and began sending messages in a form never
before heard in Europe?coded Comanche. For the rest of World War II, the Comanche Code Talkers
played a vital role in transmitting orders and messages in a code that was never broken by the
Germans. This book tells the full story of the Comanche Code Talkers for the first time. Drawing on
interviews with all surviving members of the unit, their original training officer, and fellow soldiers,
as well as military records and news accounts, William C. Meadows follows the group from their
recruitment and training to their active duty in World War II and on through their postwar lives up
to the present. He also provides the first comparison of Native American code talking programs,
comparing the Comanche Code Talkers with their better-known Navajo counterparts in the Pacific
and with other Native Americans who used their languages, coded or not, for secret communication.
Meadows sets this history in a larger discussion of the development of Native American code talking
in World Wars I and II, identifying two distinct forms of Native American code talking, examining the
attitudes of the American military toward Native American code talkers, and assessing the complex
cultural factors that led Comanche and other Native Americans to serve their country in this way.
“Of all the books on Native American service in the U.S. armed forces, this is the best. . . . Readers
will find the story of the Comanche Code Talkers compelling, humorous, thought-provoking, and
inspiring.” —Tom Holm, author of Strong Hearts, Wounded Souls: Native American Veterans of the
Vietnam War
  code talker: Dinosaur Club: The T-Rex Attack Rex Stone, 2022-04-26 Travel back in time to
the world of the dinosaurs! Children will be inspired to discover the prehistoric world with this
edge-of-your-seat adventure dinosaur storybook. Dino-crazy kids can follow Jamie and Tess on a
prehistoric adventure of a lifetime where they meet Wanna — a new dinosaur friend. However, they
soon learn that not all dinosaurs are so friendly when they encounter the T.rex — the King of the
dinosaurs! This beautiful children’s dinosaur book for 5-year-olds and up contains: • Beautifully
illustrated line art accompanied by expertly written text • Plenty of humor and delightful dinosaur
fun facts • Reference material that contextualizes each narrative, including timelines, quizzes, fact
files and glossaries Jamie is one of the biggest dinosaur fans ever. He's a member of the Dinosaur
Club — a network of kids around the world who share dinosaur knowledge. While exploring
Ammonite Bay, Jamie meets Tess, a fellow Dinosaur Club member. Tess shows Jamie her favorite
place — a secret cave with fossils all over the walls. They see a strange tunnel at the back and go
through it together. You won’t believe what they discover next — actual dinosaurs! Learn all about
dinosaurs and the prehistoric world in this first installment of DK's new children’s book series. A
beautiful marriage of fiction and fact, Dinosaur Club is a modern revision of the popular Dinosaur
Cove series fully updated for a new audience, featuring a brand new premise, new characters, totally



new artwork throughout, and all the latest dinosaur information and discoveries. At the end of this
fictional book, you'll find The Dino Files which is a summary of all the scientific facts and discoveries
made throughout the story. With fun illustrations, quizzes and a vocabulary list, the value of this
educational book is outstanding and great for a classroom read! Add Dinosaur Club: A Triceratops
Charge, to your collection next, and keep an eye out for the next releases due in 2022, Dinosaur
Club: Saving a Stegosaurus and Dinosaur Club: Tracking the Diplodocus.
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