
chevy express trailer wiring diagram
chevy express trailer wiring diagram is essential for anyone looking to tow safely and
efficiently with their Chevy Express van. Whether you’re a DIY enthusiast setting up a new
trailer connection, a fleet manager maintaining multiple vehicles, or simply troubleshooting
an existing wiring issue, understanding the trailer wiring diagram is crucial. This article
offers a comprehensive guide, covering everything from the basics of Chevy Express trailer
wiring, color codes, and connector types to step-by-step installation instructions and
troubleshooting common problems. By the end, you’ll know how to read, interpret, and
apply the wiring diagram for your specific needs, ensuring your Chevy Express is road-
ready and compliant with safety standards. Explore detailed diagrams, expert tips, and
frequently asked questions to make your towing experience seamless and worry-free.
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Understanding Chevy Express Trailer Wiring
Basics

The Chevy Express van is a popular choice for towing due to its robust engine options and
versatile design. A reliable trailer wiring system is fundamental for safe towing, allowing
seamless operation of brake lights, turn signals, and tail lights on the attached trailer. The
wiring system connects the van’s electrical circuits to the trailer, ensuring that all lights and
safety features function as intended. Understanding the basic principles of trailer wiring,
including the role of each wire and connector, is the first step to successful installation or
troubleshooting.



Why Trailer Wiring Matters

Proper trailer wiring ensures both safety and legal compliance when towing. Malfunctioning
or incorrectly-connected wiring can lead to accidents, traffic violations, and damage to
electrical components. For Chevy Express owners, having a clear wiring diagram helps
avoid these issues and keeps both the vehicle and trailer operating smoothly.

Standard Wiring Configurations

Chevy Express vans typically use either a 4-pin or 7-pin connector system, depending on
the trailer’s requirements. Each configuration supports different functions, from basic
lighting to advanced features like electric brakes and auxiliary power.

Trailer Wiring Diagram Overview

A trailer wiring diagram visually represents the electrical connections between the Chevy
Express and the trailer. The diagram identifies each wire’s purpose, color, and destination,
making installation and troubleshooting straightforward. Diagrams vary slightly depending
on model year and connector type, but the fundamental layout remains consistent.

Key Components in the Diagram

Vehicle Side Connector

Trailer Side Connector

Wiring Harness

Ground Connection

Signal, Brake, and Tail Light Circuits

Using the diagram, users can match each wire correctly, ensuring that the trailer’s lights
and safety features function reliably.

Connector Types and Pin Configurations

The Chevy Express commonly utilizes 4-way flat and 7-way round connectors. The
connector type you need depends on the trailer’s features and the van’s factory wiring
setup. Each connector features a unique pin arrangement to support different electrical



functions.

4-Way Flat Connector

The 4-way connector is standard for small trailers. It supports basic lighting functions,
including tail lights, left and right turn signals, and brake lights.

Pin 1: Ground (white)

Pin 2: Tail/Running Lights (brown)

Pin 3: Left Turn/Brake (yellow)

Pin 4: Right Turn/Brake (green)

7-Way Round Connector

The 7-way connector is designed for larger trailers with additional features such as electric
brakes and auxiliary power. It includes all functions of the 4-way connector plus three more
circuits.

Pin 1: Ground (white)

Pin 2: Tail/Running Lights (brown)

Pin 3: Left Turn/Brake (yellow)

Pin 4: Right Turn/Brake (green)

Pin 5: Brake Controller Output (blue)

Pin 6: Battery Charge/Auxiliary Power (red or black)

Pin 7: Backup Lights (purple)

Wiring Color Codes and Functions

Color coding makes trailer wiring easier to identify and connect. Chevy Express wiring
harnesses follow industry-standard color codes, but always verify with your specific model’s
diagram before installation.



Standard Chevy Express Color Codes

White: Ground

Brown: Tail/Running Lights

Yellow: Left Turn/Brake

Green: Right Turn/Brake

Blue: Electric Brakes

Red/Black: Battery Charge/Auxiliary Power

Purple: Backup Lights

Correctly identifying and matching wire colors ensures proper operation of all trailer lighting
and safety systems.

Step-by-Step Wiring Installation Guide

Installing a trailer wiring harness on your Chevy Express requires basic tools and attention
to detail. Follow these steps to ensure a secure and reliable connection:

Preparation

Gather necessary tools (wire strippers, crimp connectors, electrical tape, multimeter)

Consult your Chevy Express model’s wiring diagram

Disconnect the vehicle’s battery before starting

Installation Steps

Locate the factory wiring harness at the rear of the van.1.

Connect the wiring harness to the trailer connector (4-way or 7-way).2.

Match wire colors and functions according to the diagram.3.

Secure all connections with crimp connectors and insulate with electrical tape.4.



Mount the trailer connector to the bumper or hitch securely.5.

Reconnect the battery and test all trailer lights and functions with a multimeter or test6.
light.

Check for loose connections and ensure the ground wire is firmly attached to bare7.
metal.

Troubleshooting Common Wiring Issues

Wiring problems can cause trailer lights to malfunction or fail entirely. Troubleshooting
involves checking connections, testing circuits, and identifying damaged wires. Common
issues include corrosion, loose grounds, or blown fuses.

Common Problems and Solutions

Dim or Flickering Lights: Check ground connections and clean any corrosion.

No Lights: Inspect fuses, connectors, and the wiring harness for damage.

Incorrect Signals: Verify wire color matches and connector pin positions.

Blown Fuses: Ensure proper wire gauge and repair any shorts.

Regular inspection and maintenance of trailer wiring prevent most issues, keeping your
Chevy Express safe for towing.

Safety Tips and Best Practices

Safe trailer wiring installation and maintenance are critical for avoiding accidents and
ensuring compliance with road regulations. Always follow manufacturer recommendations
and use quality components for all repairs and upgrades.

Best Practices for Safe Towing

Test all trailer lights before each trip

Use weatherproof connectors and covers



Secure wires away from moving parts and hot surfaces

Check wiring harnesses for wear and tear regularly

Follow the wiring diagram for your specific Chevy Express model

Implementing these best practices ensures reliable trailer connectivity and reduces the risk
of electrical failures on the road.

Frequently Asked Questions

This section addresses the most common queries about Chevy Express trailer wiring
diagrams, installation, and troubleshooting.

Q: What is the purpose of a Chevy Express trailer wiring
diagram?
A: The wiring diagram provides a visual guide to the electrical connections needed for safe
and legal trailer towing, showing wire colors, functions, and connector pinouts for your
Chevy Express.

Q: How do I know if my Chevy Express uses a 4-way or
7-way connector?
A: Check your trailer’s requirements and your van’s existing wiring harness. Smaller trailers
typically use a 4-way connector, while larger trailers with brakes and auxiliary functions
require a 7-way connector.

Q: Can I install a trailer wiring harness myself on a
Chevy Express?
A: Yes, many owners install wiring harnesses themselves using basic tools and a reliable
diagram. Review your vehicle’s manual and follow safety precautions during installation.

Q: What should I do if my trailer lights are not working?
A: Inspect all connections for corrosion or damage, check the ground wire, test fuses, and
verify that wire colors match the diagram for your model and connector type.



Q: Are Chevy Express trailer wiring color codes
universal?
A: While most Chevy Express vans use industry-standard color codes, always verify with
your specific model’s diagram, as variations may exist based on year and trim.

Q: How often should I check my trailer wiring?
A: Regularly inspect wiring before each towing trip and during routine vehicle maintenance
to ensure all lights and connections are functioning properly.

Q: What tools do I need to install trailer wiring on a
Chevy Express?
A: Common tools include wire strippers, crimp connectors, electrical tape, a multimeter or
test light, and possibly a drill for mounting the connector.

Q: Can faulty trailer wiring damage my Chevy Express
electrical system?
A: Faulty wiring can cause blown fuses, shorts, and damage to vehicle electronics. Proper
installation and maintenance minimize these risks.

Q: Where can I find the wiring diagram for my specific
Chevy Express model?
A: Wiring diagrams are typically found in the owner’s manual, repair guides, or from auto
parts retailers. Always confirm the diagram matches your model and year.

Q: What is the function of the ground wire in trailer
wiring?
A: The ground wire completes the electrical circuit between the vehicle and trailer, ensuring
all lights and functions operate correctly. It should be securely attached to bare metal for
maximum conductivity.

Chevy Express Trailer Wiring Diagram
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Chevy Express Trailer Wiring Diagram: A
Comprehensive Guide

Are you ready to tow your boat, camper, or utility trailer with your Chevy Express van? Before you
hit the road, ensuring your trailer is correctly wired is crucial for safety and legal compliance. A
faulty wiring setup can lead to blown fuses, malfunctioning lights, and even accidents. This
comprehensive guide provides a detailed look at Chevy Express trailer wiring diagrams, helping you
understand the system, troubleshoot problems, and safely connect your trailer. We'll cover different
model years, common wiring configurations, and offer practical advice to make the process smooth
and straightforward.

Understanding Your Chevy Express Trailer Wiring System

The Chevy Express van's trailer wiring system is designed to power the lights on your trailer,
including the taillights, brake lights, turn signals, and running lights. This system typically uses a 7-
pin or 4-pin connector, depending on the year and trim level of your van and the features you need.
Understanding which connector you have is the first step in correctly wiring your trailer.

#### Identifying Your Connector Type

7-Pin Connector: This offers the most comprehensive connection, including power for electric
brakes, a dedicated 12V power source, and all lighting functions. It's commonly found on heavier-
duty towing setups.
4-Pin Connector: This connector handles the basic lighting functions – taillights, brake lights, and
turn signals. It's simpler and often found on vans equipped for lighter-duty towing.

Locating your connector is usually straightforward; it's typically found on the rear of your vehicle,
often near the bumper or hitch receiver. It's crucial to correctly identify your connector type before
proceeding with any wiring.

Chevy Express Trailer Wiring Diagrams: Year-Specific
Considerations

Finding the precise wiring diagram for your specific Chevy Express model year is key.
Unfortunately, there isn't a single universal diagram. The wiring configurations can vary slightly
depending on the year of manufacture (e.g., 2003 Chevy Express vs. 2023 Chevy Express).

#### Where to Find Your Specific Diagram



1. Your Owner's Manual: This is the first place to check. Your owner's manual should contain a
section dedicated to towing and trailer wiring. It might not be a full schematic, but it often provides
valuable information and pinouts.

2. Online Resources: Websites like the official Chevrolet website, forums dedicated to Chevy Express
vans, and online automotive parts retailers frequently offer wiring diagrams or related information.
Search specifically for your vehicle's year, make, and model to increase the accuracy of your results.
Be cautious; always verify the information you find against reputable sources.

3. Repair Manuals: Comprehensive repair manuals provide detailed wiring schematics. These
manuals are usually available online or at automotive parts stores. They offer more in-depth
information than an owner's manual.

4. Local Mechanic or Auto Electrician: If you're struggling to locate the information yourself, a local
mechanic or auto electrician can help identify your wiring and provide guidance on connecting your
trailer.

Understanding the Wiring Colors and Functions

Once you have the correct diagram for your Chevy Express, you'll need to understand the color
codes and their corresponding functions. This will help you connect the trailer wires correctly to the
van's wiring harness. While colors can sometimes vary slightly, understanding the general functions
is paramount.

#### Common Wire Color Codes and Functions:

Brown: Typically ground.
White: Usually right turn signal.
Green: Generally left turn signal.
Yellow: Often right running light/tail light.
Dark Green/Blue: Commonly left running light/tail light.
Red: Brake lights.
Black: Often ground or battery power depending on the system.

Troubleshooting Common Wiring Issues

Even with a correct wiring diagram, problems can arise. Knowing how to troubleshoot common
issues will save you time and frustration.

#### Common Problems and Solutions:

No Lights: Check all fuses, both in the van and the trailer's junction box (if present). Verify the
connections at both the van and trailer connectors. Ensure your ground wire is secure and clean.



Intermittent Lights: This often indicates a loose connection or corroded wire. Inspect all connections
carefully.
Wrong Lights Functioning: This indicates incorrect wire connections. Double-check your wiring
against the diagram.

Remember safety first: Always disconnect the battery before working on the electrical system of
your vehicle.

Conclusion

Successfully wiring a trailer to your Chevy Express requires careful attention to detail and the
correct information. By following this guide and using the appropriate resources to locate your
specific vehicle's wiring diagram, you can safely and correctly connect your trailer, ensuring your
lights are functioning properly and your towing experience is safe and trouble-free. Remember to
always double-check your work and, when in doubt, consult a professional.

FAQs

1. My Chevy Express has a different connector than shown in the diagram. What should I do? If your
connector is different, you likely have a different wiring configuration. Search online specifically for
your vehicle’s year, make, model, and connector type to find the correct wiring diagram.

2. Can I use a universal trailer wiring harness kit? Yes, these kits are available and can simplify the
process, especially if your existing wiring doesn't match your trailer's requirements.

3. What happens if I wire my trailer incorrectly? Incorrect wiring can lead to malfunctioning lights,
blown fuses, and potentially dangerous situations on the road.

4. Where can I find a certified electrician for trailer wiring? Your local auto parts store or towing
supply shop can often provide referrals to experienced electricians specializing in trailer wiring.

5. My trailer lights aren't working after I wired them. What's the first thing I should check? First,
check all fuses, both in your vehicle and the trailer's wiring harness. Next, inspect all wire
connections for tightness and corrosion. Make sure your ground connections are clean and secure.
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  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: Queer Theory and Social Change Max H. Kirsch,
2013-04-15 Queer Theory and Social Change argues that there is a crisis within Queer theory over
whether or not its theories can actually deliver change. Max Kirsch presents a challenging
alternative to the current fascination with post-modern analyses of identity, culture, and difference.
It emphasizes the need for a discussion of the importance of communities and the role of
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  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: Advanced Automotive Fault Diagnosis Tom Denton,
2006-08-14 Diagnostics, or fault finding, is a fundamental part of an automotive technician's work,
and as automotive systems become increasingly complex there is a greater need for good diagnostic
skills. Advanced Automotive Fault Diagnosis is the only book to treat automotive diagnostics as a
science rather than a check-list procedure. Each chapter includes basic principles and examples of a
vehicle system followed by the appropriate diagnostic techniques, complete with useful diagrams,
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diagnostic units; BTEC National and Higher National qualifications from Edexcel; International
Motor Vehicle qualifications such as C&G 3905; and ASE certification in the USA.
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: Car Stereo Cookbook Mark Rumreich, 2005-05-21 The
first edition of this book was written six years ago. Since then, there have been some significant
developments in the area of car audio (and video). In addition, many of the products featured in the
first edition are now obsolete. While the first edition of the book continues to sell, we have seen a bit
of a slow-down at major accounts. This edition promises to be even more successful than the last.
Car Stereo Cookbook, 2e is a completely revamped edition of a hugely successful title that continues
to sell. This revised book will include new information on mobile video, satellite radio, mp3, wma,
digital broadcast radio, and will eliminate the out-of-date products that are no longer pertinent.
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  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: The Universal Machine Ian Watson, 2012-05-17 The
computer unlike other inventions is universal; you can use a computer for many tasks: writing,
composing music, designing buildings, creating movies, inhabiting virtual worlds, communicating...
This popular science history isn't just about technology but introduces the pioneers: Babbage,
Turing, Apple's Wozniak and Jobs, Bill Gates, Tim Berners-Lee, Mark Zuckerberg. This story is about
people and the changes computers have caused. In the future ubiquitous computing, AI, quantum
and molecular computing could even make us immortal. The computer has been a radical invention.
In less than a single human life computers are transforming economies and societies like no human
invention before.
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: Patina Kevin Tetz, 2019-02-22 Kevin Tetz of
Paintucation has delivered the first book ever on the many variables involved with patina. In
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*already there* patina, and painting patina (steel, plastic, glass). Each process is unique and
requires its own set of skills, procedures, and tools. With tens of millions of potential projects to
consider, finding the right car or truck to patina shouldn’t be a problem. And now with Patina: How
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Outsider musicians can be the product of damaged DNA, alien abduction, drug fry, demonic
possession, or simply sheer obliviousness. This book profiles dozens of outsider musicians, both



prominent and obscure—figures such as The Shaggs, Syd Barrett, Tiny Tim, Jandek, Captain
Beefheart, Daniel Johnston, Harry Partch, and The Legendary Stardust Cowboy—and presents their
strange life stories along with photographs, interviews, cartoons, and discographies. About the only
things these self-taught artists have in common are an utter lack of conventional tunefulness and an
overabundance of earnestness and passion. But, believe it or not, they're worth listening to, often
outmatching all contenders for inventiveness and originality. A CD featuring songs by artists profiled
in the book is also available.
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: Analog Days T. J PINCH, Frank Trocco, T. J Pinch,
2009-06-30 Tracing the development of the Moog synthesizer from its initial conception to its
ascension to stardom in 'Switched-on Bach', this text conveys the consequences of a technology that
would provide the soundtrack for a chapter in cultural history.
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  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: Electric and Hybrid Cars Curtis D. Anderson, Judy
Anderson, 2010-03-30 This illustrated history chronicles electric and hybrid cars from the late 19th
century to today's fuel cell and plug-in automobiles. It describes the politics, technology, marketing
strategies, and environmental issues that have impacted electric and hybrid cars' research and
development. The important marketing shift from a woman's car to going green is discussed.
Milestone projects and technologies such as early batteries, hydrogen and bio-mass fuel cells, the
upsurge of hybrid vehicles, and the various regulations and market forces that have shaped the
industry are also covered.
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: From Violence to Blessing Vernon Neufeld Redekop,
2002-01 One of Canada's foremost leaders in conflict resolution writes about his personal
experiences of infamous, long-standing conflicts in South Africa, the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda, and
elsewhere. He argues that we must understand human violence if we are to keep human civilization
alive. From such understanding, he is able to show how deep-rooted conflict can slowly be
transformed into peace and reconciliation. Anyone who cares about violence in this world should feel
that this book is for them.
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: Brands of Faith Mara Einstein, 2007-09-14 Through a
series of fascinating case studies of faith brands, marketing insider Mara Einstein has produced a
lively account of the book in the commercialization of religion.
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: The Rickover Effect Theodore Rockwell, 2002
Originally published: [Annapolis, Md.]: Naval Institute Press, c1992.
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: Repairing Aluminum Wiring , 1998
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: The Master of Disguise Antonio J. Mendez, 2000-11-07
For the first time, the CIA has authorized a top-level operative to tell all in an unforgettable
behind-the-scenes look at espionage in action. an undisputed genius who could create an entirely
new identity for anybody, anywhere, anytime, Antonio J. Mendez combined the cunning tricks of a
magician with the analytical insight of a psychologist to help hundreds of people escape potentially
fatal situations. From Wild West adventures in East Asia to Cold War intrigue in Moscow and helping
six Americans escape revolutionary Tehran in 1980, Mendez was on the scene. Here he gives us a
privileged look at what really happens in the field and behind closed doors at the highest levels of
international espionage, some of it shocking, frightening, and wildly inventive--all of it unforgettable.
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: Navigation Rules United States. Coast Guard, 2011 For
anyone who owns a boat, this is the handbook for you. Included are all of the official government
rules and regulations that must be followed by anyone out on the water. This book will prepare you
for head?on situations, avoiding collisions, using, distress signals, and will inform you of all the
up?to?date water regulations. Whether you?re in a jam or just relaxing at sea, Navigation Rules will
teach and prepare you for anything and everything you may encounter while on your boat.
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: Guidelines for Implementing Managed Lanes Kay
Fitzpatrick, 2016
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: Using the Phone Book Patricia Parrott Gundlach,



Keenan Colton Kelsey, 1980
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: Military Geography for Professionals and the Public
John M. Collins, 1998 An examination of geography's critical effects on battles throughout the ages
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: Vacuum Diagrams Stephen Baxter, 2009-10-13 The
Philip K. Dick Award-winning saga of humankind’s next five million years: “Mind-stretching science
fiction at its boldest.” —Orlando Sentinel And everywhere the Humans went, they found life . . . This
dazzling future history, the most ambitious and exciting since Asimov’s classic Foundation saga, tells
the story of Humankind—all the way to the end of the Universe itself. Here, in luminous and vivid
narratives spanning five million years, are the first Poole wormholes spanning the solar system; the
conquest of Human planets by Squeem; GUTships that outrace light; the back-time invasion of the
Qax: the mystery and legacy of the Xeelee, and their artifacts as large as small galaxies; photino
birds and Dark Matter; and the Ring, where Ghost, Human, and Xeelee contemplate the awesome
end of Time. “It’s old-fashioned 1950s-style science fiction . . . and it’s also lots of fun.” —Cleveland
Plain Dealer “Enormously impressive.” —Locus
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: Model T Ford Service Ford Motor Company, 2013-08
Henry Ford's Model T forever changed the world. The car made for the great multitude (as Ford put
it) first debuted in 1908 and proved so affordable and so popular that fifteen million were sold
through 1927. The Tin Lizzie was the first automobile to be mass-produced on moving assembly
lines, and built using interchangeable parts. It proved tough and reliable in everyday use, and cheap
enough to spawn the automobile revolution: the car cost $850 in 1909 but amazingly by the 1920s,
the price had dropped to a mere $260 due to the perfection of production techniques and economy
of scale. Designed by a team that included Childe Harold Willis, Joseph Galamb and Eugene Farkas,
the Model T had a front-mounted four-cylinder engine that produced 20 hp and had a top speed of
45 mph. It was a rear-wheel drive vehicle with wooden wheels, and featured a two-speed
transmission plus a reverse gear. Although models varied - and many revisions took place over two
decades of production - the original version weighed about 1200 pounds. Created in the 1920s and
featuring information about the original Model T and the New Model T of 1925, this maintenance
manual is an invaluable resource. It was originally intended to educate the men tasked with
assembling, repairing and maintaining the Model T, and offers a plethora of information about the
car, its design and operation. The text includes chapters on how to take apart and put together the
car, how to overhaul the engine and transmission, valve grinding and carbon removal, rod bearings,
fitting pistons and rings, correcting noisy timing gears, installation of camshaft bearings, cleaning
oil lines, oil leaks, transmission band installation, axle overhauls, refurbishing and replacing springs,
radiator repair, starting motor overhaul, and more. It also includes troubleshooting and general
servicing information. A must have for any Model T owner, this book is also a terrific reference for
the docent, historian, or anyone who ever wondered, how did that work?
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: Popular Mechanics Handbook for Farmers , 1924
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: 4-wheel Freedom Brad DeLong, 1996 Whether you're
thinking about buying a 4-wheel drive vehicle or are already an experienced 4WDer, there is
something in this complete guide for you. Learn how to drive on snow, ice, rocks, mud and hills, plus
how to choose and use off-road tires, winches and other specialty gear. Every 4WD owner should
own this handy book.
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: The 100 Greatest American Cars Jan P. Norbye, 1981
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: The Cellini of Chrome Henry Dominguez, 2020-07
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: Trailer Life's RX for RV Performance & Mileage
John Geraghty, Bill Estes, 1983
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: Exploring Writing John Langan, Zoe L. Albright,
2018-10 Becoming a writer is a journey, and Exploring Writing: Paragraphs and Essays will serve as
your students & ' guidebook every step of the way. Emphasizing both process and practice, with a
focus on revision, this text will help students apply and advance their writing skills. Mastering
essential sentence skills, learning to write effective paragraphs and essays, and becoming a critical



reader are turning points for every writer, and they will prepare the students for writing situations
in college and beyond.
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: Cross Currents Robert O. Becker, 1990 Discusses the
impact of electromagnetic pollution on the human body, and describes alternate healing methods
that make use of the body's innate electrical healing systems.
  chevy express trailer wiring diagram: Herringbone Cloak Marine Corps Marine Corps
Command and Staff College, Penny Hill Press, 2015-12-05 Before 1941 the United States had no
intelligence service worthy of the name. While each military department had its own parochial
tactical intelligence apparatus and the State Department maintained a haphazard collection of
'country files' there was no American equivalent to the 400-year-old British espionage establishment
or the German Abwehr. No one in Washington was charged with putting the jigsaw puzzle of fact,
rumor, and foreign innuendo together to see what pictures might develop or what portions might be
missing. Even those matters of vital interest to policy makers remained uncoordinated, unevaluated,
uninterrupted, and frequently in the wrong hands. That was in 1941. Four years later the scene was
forever altered. The organization which achieved this dramatic turnabout was the Office of Strategic
Services, better known by its initials: OSS. Headed by William J. Donovan, a World War 1 hero,
Republican politician, and millionaire lawyer, the OSS infiltrated agents into every country of
occupied Europe and raised guerillas armies in most. This book examines the small but
representative role played by Marines assigned to this country's first central intelligence agency. In
so doing, it provides the first serious attempt to chronicle a totally forgotten chapter of Marine
Corps history.
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