city of quartz

city of quartz is a term that resonates deeply within the realms of urban studies, literature, and
cultural analysis. Most notably, it is recognized as the title of Mike Davis’'s groundbreaking book,
which dissects the historical, social, and political layers of Los Angeles, often described as a modern
metropolis built on contradictions. This article offers a comprehensive exploration of the city of quartz
concept, delving into its origins, the themes and impact of Davis’s work, the broader cultural
significance, and its relevance to contemporary urban issues. Readers will discover how the city of
quartz has influenced urban theory, shaped perceptions of Los Angeles, and inspired discussions
about urban development, architecture, and social inequality. Whether you're a student, researcher,
or urban enthusiast, this article provides insightful analysis and valuable information about the
enduring legacy of the city of quartz.
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Introduction to the City of Quartz Concept

The term city of quartz encapsulates more than just a physical place; it signifies a complex urban
landscape characterized by dynamic growth, deep-rooted social divides, and rapid architectural
transformation. Los Angeles serves as the archetype for this concept, often portrayed as a city built
on myth, ambition, and stark contrasts between wealth and poverty. The city of quartz is both a
metaphor and an analytical lens through which scholars, writers, and urban planners examine the
evolution and contradictions of modern cities, with Los Angeles at the forefront. This section
introduces the multifaceted meaning of the city of quartz and sets the foundation for exploring its
broader implications.



Origins and Historical Context

Emergence of the Term

The phrase city of quartz gained prominence through Mike Davis’s landmark book published in 1990,
but its origins are rooted in the visual and material qualities of Los Angeles. The city’s sprawling
neighborhoods, gleaming skyscrapers, and desert landscapes evoke an image of a metropolis
sculpted from quartz—hard, glittering, and seemingly impenetrable. This metaphor captures both the
allure and the alienation that define Los Angeles, positioning it as a symbol of modern urban
complexity.

Historical Development of Los Angeles

As one of the fastest-growing cities in the United States during the twentieth century, Los Angeles
evolved from a modest settlement into a sprawling urban expanse. The postwar boom, influx of
diverse populations, and the rise of the entertainment industry shaped its identity. The city’s
architecture, zoning laws, and social stratification contributed to its reputation as a fragmented
metropolis—a city of quartz—where economic and ethnic disparities are visible in the built
environment.

Mike Davis’s “City of Quartz”: Book Overview

Background of the Author

Mike Davis is an acclaimed urban theorist, historian, and social commentator. His expertise in urban
studies and history positioned him to critically analyze the forces shaping Los Angeles. “City of
Quartz: Excavating the Future in Los Angeles” emerged as his magnum opus, blending investigative
journalism, historical research, and social critique.

Structure and Approach of the Book

Davis’s book is organized into chapters that dissect various aspects of Los Angeles, including
architecture, politics, real estate, and subcultures. He employs a multidisciplinary approach, drawing
from sociology, geography, and political economy to present a vivid portrait of the city. Each chapter
serves as an excavation into the layers that compose the city of quartz, revealing hidden histories and
systemic inequalities.

¢ Analysis of urban development and planning
e Exploration of social divides and segregation

e Examination of architectural trends and symbolism



e Discussion of cultural and political movements

Major Themes Explored in City of Quartz

Urban Segregation and Inequality

A central theme in city of quartz is the persistent segregation and social stratification within Los
Angeles. Davis meticulously documents how real estate policies, policing, and economic forces have
created distinct enclaves, separating affluent neighborhoods from impoverished areas. This analysis
highlights the city’s role as a microcosm of broader urban challenges, including gentrification and
exclusion.

Architectural Symbolism

The architecture of Los Angeles is a recurring motif in city of quartz. Davis explores how buildings,
landscapes, and public spaces reflect the values and aspirations of the city’s elite, while
simultaneously concealing the struggles of marginalized communities. The juxtaposition of luxurious
gated communities and neglected inner-city neighborhoods embodies the contradictions at the heart
of the city of quartz.

Cultural Mythmaking

City of quartz also interrogates the myths surrounding Los Angeles—its image as a land of
opportunity, perpetual sunshine, and endless reinvention. Davis reveals how media, popular culture,
and urban legends have shaped public perceptions of the city, often masking its underlying social and
political complexities.

Impact on Urban Studies and Cultural Perception

Influence on Academic Discourse

City of quartz has had a profound impact on the field of urban studies. Davis’s critical methodology
and interdisciplinary analysis set a new standard for examining metropolitan regions. Scholars have
cited the book as a foundational text for understanding urban dynamics, particularly issues related to
power, inequality, and spatial organization.

Shaping Public Understanding of Los Angeles

The book’s popularity extended beyond academia, influencing journalists, policymakers, and
everyday readers. The city of quartz became a shorthand for discussing the challenges facing Los



Angeles, from economic polarization to environmental threats. Its vivid descriptions and compelling
arguments helped reframe debates about urban development and governance.

Architectural and Social Analysis of Los Angeles

Spatial Division and Urban Planning

One of the defining features of the city of quartz is its spatial fragmentation. Los Angeles is
characterized by a patchwork of neighborhoods, each shaped by distinct planning decisions and
demographic trends. Davis’s analysis underscores how urban planning has reinforced divisions,
creating physical and social boundaries that persist today.

Role of Private Security and Surveillance

The proliferation of gated communities, private security firms, and surveillance technologies
exemplifies the defensive architecture of Los Angeles. City of quartz highlights how these measures
reflect underlying anxieties about crime, social unrest, and urban change, shaping the lived
experience of residents across the city.

1. Growth of gated communities
2. Expansion of surveillance infrastructure

3. Impact on public space and civic engagement

The City of Quartz in Popular Culture

References in Literature and Media

City of quartz has permeated popular culture, inspiring references in novels, films, and music. Los
Angeles’s enigmatic reputation—part glamour, part dystopia—serves as a backdrop for countless
creative works. The book’s themes resonate with artists and storytellers seeking to capture the
complexity of urban life.

Legacy in Urban Theory and Criticism

Davis’s city of quartz continues to influence contemporary urban theory and criticism. Its integration
of historical analysis, social commentary, and literary style has inspired a generation of writers and
thinkers to explore the hidden dimensions of cities worldwide.



Contemporary Relevance of City of Quartz

Urban Challenges in the 21st Century

The issues identified in city of quartz remain pressing in today’s urban environment. Los Angeles
continues to grapple with housing affordability, environmental sustainability, and racial inequality.
The city of quartz framework offers valuable insights for understanding and addressing these ongoing
challenges.

Global Influence on Urban Analysis

While city of quartz is rooted in the context of Los Angeles, its analytical approach has global
relevance. Urban planners and scholars around the world draw upon Davis’s insights to examine the
complexities of other metropolitan regions, making the concept an essential part of contemporary
urban studies.

Frequently Asked Questions about City of Quartz

Q: What is the meaning of city of quartz?

A: City of quartz refers to the metaphorical and analytical concept used to describe the urban
complexity, social divisions, and architectural transformation of Los Angeles, popularized by Mike
Davis’s book.

Q: Who wrote “City of Quartz”?

A: “City of Quartz: Excavating the Future in Los Angeles” was written by Mike Davis, an urban theorist
and historian.

Q: What are the main themes of city of quartz?

A: The main themes include urban segregation, architectural symbolism, cultural mythmaking, social
inequality, and the impact of urban planning on city life.

Q: Why is Los Angeles called the city of quartz?

A: Los Angeles is called the city of quartz due to its gleaming, modern architecture, fragmented urban
landscape, and the metaphorical hardness and clarity that quartz represents in analyzing the city’s
complexities.



Q: How has city of quartz influenced urban studies?

A: City of quartz has significantly shaped academic discourse in urban studies by introducing new
frameworks for analyzing power dynamics, social stratification, and spatial organization in
metropolitan areas.

Q: What impact did city of quartz have on public perceptions
of Los Angeles?

A: The book reframed public discussions about Los Angeles, highlighting its challenges with inequality,
security, and urban development, and influencing media portrayals of the city.

Q: Is city of quartz relevant to other cities besides Los
Angeles?

A: Yes, the city of quartz concept and analytical approach have been applied to other global cities
facing similar issues of growth, segregation, and urban transformation.

Q: What role does architecture play in city of quartz?

A: Architecture in city of quartz symbolizes the city’s divisions, aspirations, and anxieties, serving as a
physical manifestation of social and economic forces.

Q: How does city of quartz address urban segregation?

A: Mike Davis’s analysis in city of quartz documents the policies and planning decisions that have
created and reinforced segregation across Los Angeles.

Q: Can city of quartz help address modern urban challenges?

A: The city of quartz framework provides valuable insights for urban planners, policymakers, and
scholars seeking to understand and address issues such as affordable housing, environmental
sustainability, and social inclusion.

City Of Quartz
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Decoding the Metropolis: A Deep Dive into Mike Davis's
"City of Quartz"

Introduction:

Los Angeles. A sprawling metropolis synonymous with sunshine, Hollywood glamour, and seemingly
endless freeways. But beneath the glitz and the grit lies a complex, often brutal, reality. Mike Davis's
seminal work, "City of Quartz: Excavating the Future in Los Angeles," isn't just a book; it's a critical
excavation of the city's underlying power structures, its social inequalities, and its dystopian
potential. This post will delve into the key themes of "City of Quartz," exploring its enduring
relevance in understanding not just Los Angeles, but the broader dynamics of late 20th-century
urban development and the challenges facing contemporary megacities. We'll unpack its arguments,
analyze its impact, and examine its lasting legacy in urban studies and beyond.

The Fortress of Production: Understanding LA's Unique
Development

Davis's analysis begins by challenging the romanticized image of Los Angeles. He dismantles the
myth of spontaneous, organic growth, instead revealing a city meticulously shaped by powerful
forces: real estate developers, military industrial complexes, and the relentless pursuit of profit.

The Rise of the Postmodern Metropolis

Davis meticulously traces the evolution of Los Angeles, highlighting its unique trajectory compared
to other American cities. He argues that LA's development wasn't a linear progression but a series of
discontinuous leaps, shaped by technological advancements, particularly the automobile and the
military-industrial complex. This created a fragmented, sprawling landscape, far removed from the
traditional notions of a compact, walkable urban center.

The Militarization of Urban Space

A crucial aspect of Davis's analysis is the deep entanglement between Los Angeles and the military-
industrial complex. He demonstrates how military spending, technological innovation, and the Cold
War significantly shaped the city's physical form and social fabric, resulting in a militarized urban
landscape characterized by surveillance, control, and the displacement of marginalized communities.



The Social Fractures: Race, Class, and the City of
Quartz

"City of Quartz" isn't merely an analysis of physical space; it's a powerful critique of social injustice.
Davis masterfully weaves together the narrative of urban development with the experiences of
marginalized communities - particularly people of color and the working class.

The Underbelly of Progress: Poverty and Inequality

The book vividly portrays the stark inequalities inherent in LA's development. While some reaped the
benefits of economic growth, others were left behind, facing displacement, poverty, and systemic
racism. Davis showcases how the pursuit of profit often comes at the expense of human well-being,
leaving a legacy of social division and economic disparity.

The Rise of Fortress Los Angeles

Davis introduces the concept of "Fortress Los Angeles," a city increasingly characterized by gated
communities, private security forces, and a pervasive sense of fear and insecurity. This fortified
landscape reflects the growing chasm between the affluent and the marginalized, further
exacerbating social divisions and creating a climate of surveillance and control.

Beyond Los Angeles: A Global Perspective

The significance of "City of Quartz" extends far beyond the boundaries of Los Angeles. Its insights
into urban development, social inequality, and the impact of globalization resonate with cities
worldwide grappling with similar challenges.

A Blueprint for Understanding Megacities

Davis’s analysis offers a valuable framework for understanding the complex dynamics of megacities
across the globe. The issues he explores - sprawling urbanization, social stratification, the
militarization of urban space - are not unique to Los Angeles; they are increasingly prevalent in
urban centers worldwide.



The Enduring Relevance of "City of Quartz"

Despite being published in 1990, "City of Quartz" remains strikingly relevant today. Its central
themes of inequality, displacement, and the complex interplay between urban development and
social justice continue to resonate in contemporary discussions about urban planning, social policy,
and the future of cities. The book serves as a potent reminder of the crucial need to address the
social consequences of urban development and strive for more equitable and sustainable urban
futures.

Conclusion:

Mike Davis's "City of Quartz" is more than just a study of Los Angeles; it's a critical intervention in
urban theory, a powerful critique of unchecked capitalist development, and a compelling narrative of
social injustice. Its enduring legacy lies in its ability to illuminate the complex interplay between
power, space, and society, providing valuable insights for understanding the challenges facing cities
across the globe. The book forces us to confront uncomfortable truths about the built environment
and the urgent need for more just and sustainable urban futures.

FAQs:

1. Is "City of Quartz" only relevant to Los Angeles? No, the book's themes of inequality, urban
sprawl, and the relationship between power and space resonate with many cities globally, making it
a valuable resource for understanding urban dynamics worldwide.

2. What is the significance of the "Fortress Los Angeles" concept? It describes the increasing
militarization and privatization of urban space, leading to heightened security measures, social
segregation, and the marginalization of vulnerable populations.

3. How does "City of Quartz" relate to contemporary urban planning? The book serves as a crucial
critique of traditional urban planning approaches, highlighting the social and environmental
consequences of unchecked development and advocating for more equitable and sustainable
practices.

4. What are some of the key criticisms of "City of Quartz"? Some critics argue that Davis's analysis is
overly pessimistic and neglects the positive aspects of Los Angeles's development. Others contend
that his focus on specific historical events may overshadow broader structural forces.

5. Where can I find more information about Mike Davis's work? You can explore his other
publications, including "Ecology of Fear" and "Planet of Slums," and numerous academic articles and
essays readily available online and in libraries.



city of quartz: City of Quartz Mike Davis, 1998 Recounts the story of Los Angeles. He tells a
tale of greed, manipulation, power and prejudice that has made Los Angeles one of the most
cosmopolitan and most class-divided cities in the United States.

city of quartz: City of Quartz Mike Davis, 2006-09-17 This new edition of the visionary social
history of Los Angeles is “as central to the L.A. canon as anything that . . . Joan Didion wrote in the
seventies” (New Yorker) No metropolis has been more loved or more hated. To its official boosters,
“Los Angeles brings it all together.” To detractors, L.A. is a sunlit mortuary where “you can rot
without feeling it.” To Mike Davis, the author of this fiercely elegant and wide- ranging work of
social history, Los Angeles is both utopia and dystopia, a place where the last Joshua trees are being
plowed under to make room for model communities in the desert, where the rich have hired their
own police to fend off street gangs, as well as armed Beirut militias. In City of Quartz, Davis
reconstructs L.A.’s shadow history and dissects its ethereal economy. He tells us who has the power
and how they hold on to it. He gives us a city of Dickensian extremes, Pynchonesque conspiracies,
and a desperation straight out of Nathaniel West—a city in which we may glimpse our own future
mirrored with terrifying clarity. In this new edition, Davis provides a dazzling update on the city’s
current status.

city of quartz: City of Quartz Mike Davis, 2006-09-17 No metropolis has been more loved or
more hated. To its official boosters, Los Angeles brings it all together. To detractors, LA is a sunlit
mortuary where you can rot without feeling it. To Mike Davis, the author of this fiercely elegant and
wide-ranging work of social history, Los Angeles is both utopia and dystopia, a place where the last
Joshua trees are being plowed under to make room for model communities in the desert, where the
rich have hired their own police to fend off street gangs, as well as armed Beirut militias. In City of
Quartz, Davis reconstructs LA's shadow history and dissects its ethereal economy. He tells us who
has the power and how they hold on to it. He gives us a city of Dickensian extremes, Pynchonesque
conspiracies, and a desperation straight out of Nathaniel West - a city in which we may glimpse our
own future mirrored with terrifying clarity.

city of quartz: Set the Night on Fire Mike Davis, Jon Wiener, 2020-04-14 Histories of the US
sixties invariably focus on New York City, but Los Angeles was an epicenter of that decade's political
and social earthquake. L.A. was a launchpad for Black Power-where Malcolm X and Angela Davis
first came to prominence and the Watts uprising shook the nation-and home to the Chicano walkouts
and Moratorium, as well as birthplace of 'Asian America' as a political identity, base of the antiwar
movement, and of course, centre of California counterculture. Mike Davis and Jon Wiener provide
the first comprehensive movement history of L.A. in the sixties, drawing on extensive archival
research, scores of interviews with principal figures of the 1960s movements, and personal histories
(both Davis and Wiener are native Los Angelenos). Following on from Davis's award-winning L.A.
history, City of Quartz, Set the Night on Fire is a fascinating historical corrective, delivered in
scintillating and fiercely elegant prose.

city of quartz: Planet of Slums Mike Davis, 2007-09-17 Celebrated urban theorist Davis
provides a global overview of the diverse religious, ethnic, and political movements competing for
the souls of the new urban poor.

city of quartz: Everything Now Rosecrans Baldwin, 2021-06-15 A LOS ANGELES TIMES
BESTSELLER. NAMED A BEST CALIFORNIA BOOKS OF 2021 BY THE NEW YORK TIMES A
provocative, exhilaratingly new understanding of the United States’ most confounding
metropolis—not just a great city, but a full-blown modern city-state America is obsessed with Los
Angeles. And America has been thinking about Los Angeles all wrong, for decades, on repeat. Los
Angeles is not just the place where the American dream hits the Pacific. (It has its own dreams.) Not
just the vanishing point of America’s western drive. (It has its own compass.) Functionally,
aesthetically, mythologically, even technologically, an independent territory, defined less by distinct
borders than by an aura of autonomy and a sense of unfurling destiny—this is the city-state of Los
Angeles. Deeply reported and researched, provocatively argued, and eloquently written, Rosecrans
Baldwin's Everything Now approaches the metropolis from unexpected angles, nimbly interleaving



his own voice with a chorus of others, from canonical L.A. literature to everyday citizens. Here,
Octavia E. Butler and Joan Didion are in conversation with activists and astronauts, vampires and
veterans. Baldwin records the stories of countless Angelenos, discovering people both upended and
reborn: by disasters natural and economic, following gospels of wealth or self-help or personal
destiny. The result is a story of a kaleidoscopic, vibrant nation unto itself—vastly more than its many,
many parts. Baldwin’s concept of the city-state allows us, finally, to grasp a place—Los
Angeles—whose idiosyncrasies both magnify those of America, and are so fully its own. Here, space
and time don’t quite work the same as they do elsewhere, and contradictions are as stark as
southern California’s natural environment. Perhaps no better place exists to watch the United
States’s past, and its possible futures, play themselves out. Welcome to Los Angeles, the Great
American City-State.

city of quartz: Ecology of Fear Mike Davis, 2022-02-15 A witty and engrossing look at Los
Angeles' urban ecology and the city's place in America's cultural fantasies Earthquakes. Wildfires.
Floods. Drought. Tornadoes. Snakes in the sea, mountain lions, and a plague of bees. In this
controversial tour de force of scholarship, unsparing vision, and inspired writing, Mike Davis, the
author of City of Quartz, revisits Los Angeles as a Book of the Apocalypse theme park. By brilliantly
juxtaposing L.A.'s fragile natural ecology with its disastrous environmental and social history, he
compellingly shows a city deliberately put in harm's way by land developers, builders, and
politicians, even as the incalculable toll of inevitable future catastrophe continues to accumulate.
Counterpointing L.A.'s central role in America's fantasy life--the city has been destroyed no less than
138 times in novels and films since 1909--with its wanton denial of its own real history, Davis creates
a revelatory kaleidoscope of American fact, imagery, and sensibility. Drawing upon a vast array of
sources, Ecology of Fear meticulously captures the nation's violent malaise and desperate social
unease at the millennial end of the American century. With savagely entertaining wit and
compassionate rage, this book conducts a devastating reconnaissance of our all-too-likely urban
future.

city of quartz: City at the Edge of Forever Peter Lunenfeld, 2020-08-11 An engaging account
of the uniquely creative spirit and bustling cultural ecology of contemporary Los Angeles How did
Los Angeles start the 20th century as a dusty frontier town and end up a century later as one of the
globe's supercities - with unparalleled cultural, economic, and technological reach? In City at the
Edge of Forever, Peter Lunenfeld constructs an urban portrait, layer by layer, from serendipitous
affinities, historical anomalies, and uncanny correspondences. In its pages, modernist architecture
and lifestyle capitalism come together via a surfer girl named Gidget; Joan Didion's yellow Corvette
is the brainchild of a car-crazy Japanese-American kid interned at Manzanar; and the music of the
Manson Family segues into the birth of sci-fi fandom. One of the book's innovations is to brand Los
Angeles as the alchemical city. Earth became real estate when the Yankees took control in the
nineteenth century. Fire fueled the city's early explosive growth as the Southland's oil fields supplied
the inexhaustible demands of drivers and their cars. Air defined the area from WWII to the end of
the Cold War, with aeronautics and aerospace dominating the region's industries. Water is now the
key element, and Southern California's ports are the largest in the western hemisphere. What
alchemists identify as the ethereal fifth element, or quintessence, this book positions as the glamour
of Hollywood, a spell that sustains the city but also needs to be broken in order to understand Los
Angeles now. Lunenfeld weaves together the city's art, architecture, and design, juxtaposes its
entertainment and literary histories, and moves from restaurant kitchens to recording studios to
ultra-secret research and development labs. In the process, he reimagines Los Angeles as
simultaneously an exemplar and cautionary tale for the 21st century.

city of quartz: Magical Urbanism Mike Davis, 2000 Winner of the 2001 Carey McWilliams
Award. This paperback edition of Mike Davis's investigation into the Latinization of America
incorporates the extraordinary findings of the 2000 Census as well as new chapters on the
militarization of the Border and violence against immigrants.

city of quartz: Boom Town Sam Anderson, 2018-08-21 A brilliant, kaleidoscopic narrative of



Oklahoma City—a great American story of civics, basketball, and destiny, from award-winning
journalist Sam Anderson NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York
Times Book Review ¢« NPR ¢ Chicago Tribune ¢ San Francisco Chronicle ¢ The Economist * Deadspin
Oklahoma City was born from chaos. It was founded in a bizarre but momentous “Land Run” in
1889, when thousands of people lined up along the borders of Oklahoma Territory and rushed in at
noon to stake their claims. Since then, it has been a city torn between the wild energy that drives its
outsized ambitions, and the forces of order that seek sustainable progress. Nowhere was this
dynamic better realized than in the drama of the Oklahoma City Thunder basketball team’s 2012-13
season, when the Thunder’s brilliant general manager, Sam Presti, ignited a firestorm by trading
future superstar James Harden just days before the first game. Presti’s all-in gamble on “the
Process”—the patient, methodical management style that dictated the trade as the team’s best hope
for long-term greatness—kicked off a pivotal year in the city’s history, one that would include
pitched battles over urban planning, a series of cataclysmic tornadoes, and the frenzied hope that an
NBA championship might finally deliver the glory of which the city had always dreamed. Boom Town
announces the arrival of an exciting literary voice. Sam Anderson, former book critic for New York
magazine and now a staff writer at the New York Times magazine, unfolds an idiosyncratic mix of
American history, sports reporting, urban studies, gonzo memoir, and much more to tell the strange
but compelling story of an American city whose unique mix of geography and history make it a
fascinating microcosm of the democratic experiment. Filled with characters ranging from NBA
superstars Kevin Durant and Russell Westbrook; to Flaming Lips oddball frontman Wayne Coyne; to
legendary Great Plains meteorologist Gary England; to Stanley Draper, Oklahoma City's would-be
Robert Moses; to civil rights activist Clara Luper; to the citizens and public servants who survived
the notorious 1995 bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah federal building, Boom Town offers a
remarkable look at the urban tapestry woven from control and chaos, sports and civics.

city of quartz: Imperial William T. Vollmann, 2009-07-30 From the author of Europe Central,
winner of the National Book Award, a journalistic tour de force along the Mexican-American border -
a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award For generations of migrant workers, Imperial
Country has held the promise of paradise and the reality of hell. It sprawls across a stirring
accidental sea, across the deserts, date groves and labor camps of Southeastern California, right
across the border into Mexico. In this eye-opening book, William T. Vollmann takes us deep into the
heart of this haunted region, exploring polluted rivers and guarded factories and talking with
everyone from Mexican migrant workers to border patrolmen. Teeming with patterns, facts, stories,
people and hope, this is an epic study of an emblematic region.

city of quartz: In Praise of Barbarians Mike Davis, 2007 The author of City of Quartz and
Planet of Slums attacks the current fashion for empires and white men's burdens in this blistering
collection of radical essays. He skewers contemporary idols such as Mel Gibson, Niall Ferguson, and
Howard Dean; unlocks some secret doors in the Pentagon and the California prison system; visits
Star Wars in the Arctic and vigilantes on the border; predicts ethnic cleansing in New Orleans more
than a year before Katrina; recalls the anarchist avengers of the 1890s and teeny-bopper riots on the
Sunset Strip in the 1960s; discusses the moral bankruptcy of the Democrats in Kansas and West
Virginia; remembers Private Ivan, who defeated fascism; and looks at the future of capitalism from
the top of Hubbert's Peak. No writer in the United States today brings together analysis and history
as comprehensively and elegantly as Mike Davis. In these contemporary, interventionist essays,
Davis goes beyond critique to offer real solutions and concrete possibilities for change. Mike Davis is
the author many books, including City of Quartz, The Ecology of Fear, The Monster at Our Door, and
Planet of Slums. Davis teaches in the Department of History at the University of California, Irvine,
and lives in San Diego.

city of quartz: The Mirage Factory Gary Krist, 2018-05-15 From bestselling author Gary Krist,
the story of the metropolis that never should have been and the visionaries who dreamed it into
reality Little more than a century ago, the southern coast of California—bone-dry, harbor-less,
isolated by deserts and mountain ranges—seemed destined to remain scrappy farmland. Then, as if



overnight, one of the world’s iconic cities emerged. At the heart of Los Angeles’ meteoric rise were
three flawed visionaries: William Mulholland, an immigrant ditch-digger turned self-taught engineer,
designed the massive aqueduct that would make urban life here possible. D.W. Griffith, who
transformed the motion picture from a vaudeville-house novelty into a cornerstone of American
culture, gave L.A. its signature industry. And Aimee Semple McPherson, a charismatic evangelist
who founded a religion, cemented the city’s identity as a center for spiritual exploration. All were
masters of their craft, but also illusionists, of a kind. The images they conjured up—of a blossoming
city in the desert, of a factory of celluloid dreamworks, of a community of seekers finding personal
salvation under the California sun—were like mirages liable to evaporate on closer inspection. All
three would pay a steep price to realize these dreams, in a crescendo of hubris, scandal, and
catastrophic failure of design that threatened to topple each of their personal empires. Yet when the
dust settled, the mirage that was LA remained. Spanning the years from 1900 to 1930, The Mirage
Factory is the enthralling tale of an improbable city and the people who willed it into existence by
pushing the limits of human engineering and imagination.

city of quartz: My Los Angeles Edward W. Soja, 2014-03-14 At once informative and
entertaining, inspiring and challenging, My Los Angeles provides a deep understanding of urban
development and change over the past forty years in Los Angeles and other city regions of the world.
Once the least dense American metropolis, Los Angeles is now the countryOs densest urbanized area
and one of the most culturally heterogeneous cities in the world. Soja takes us through this urban
metamorphosis, analyzing urban restructuring, deindustrialization and reindustrialization, the
globalization of capital and labor, and the formation of an information-intensive New Economy. By
examining his own evolving interpretations of Los Angeles and the debates on the so-called Los
Angeles School of urban studies, Soja argues that a radical shift is taking place in the nature of the
urbanization process, from the familiar metropolitan model to regional urbanization. By looking at
such concepts as new regionalism, the spatial turn, the end of the metropolis era, the urbanization of
suburbia, the global spread of industrial urbanism, and the transformative urban-industrialization of
China, Soja offers a unique and remarkable perspective on critical urban and regional studies.

city of quartz: Old Gods, New Enigmas Mike Davis, 2018-06-26 Is revolution possible in the
age of the Anthropocene? Marx has returned, but which Marx? Recent biographies have proclaimed
him to be an emphatically nineteenth-century figure, but in this book, Mike Davis’s first directly
about Marx and Marxism, a thinker comes to light who speaks to the present as much as the past. In
a series of searching, propulsive essays, Davis, the bestselling author of City of Quartz and recipient
of a MacArthur Fellowship, explores Marx’s inquiries into two key questions of our time: Who can
lead a revolutionary transformation of society? And what is the cause—and solution—of the
planetary environmental crisis? Davis consults a vast archive of labor history to illuminate new
aspects of Marx’s theoretical texts and political journalism. He offers a “lost Marx,” whose analyses
of historical agency, nationalism, and the “middle landscape” of class struggle are crucial to the
renewal of revolutionary thought in our darkening age. Davis presents a critique of the current
fetishism of the “anthropocene,” which suppresses the links between the global employment crisis
and capitalism’s failure to ensure human survival in a more extreme climate. In a finale, Old Gods,
New Enigmas looks backward to the great forgotten debates on alternative socialist urbanism
(1880-1934) to find the conceptual keys to a universal high quality of life in a sustainable
environment.

city of quartz: Be Realistic Mike Davis, 2012-08-15 With wit and a remarkable grasp of the
political marginalization of the 99%, Mike Davis crafts a striking defense of the Occupy Wall Street
movement. This pamphlet brilliantly undertakes the most pressing question facing the struggle-
what is to be done next? Mike Davis is the author of more than twenty books.

city of quartz: Buda's Wagon Mike Davis, 2017-01-17 On a September day in 1920, an angry
Italian anarchist named Mario Buda exploded a horse-drawn wagon filled with dynamite and iron
scrap near New York's Wall Street, killing 40 people. Since Buda's prototype the car bomb has
evolved into a poor man's air force, a generic weapon of mass destruction that now craters cities



from Bombay to Oklahoma City. In this provocative history, Mike Davis traces the its worldwide use
and development, in the process exposing the role of state intelligence agencies-particularly those of
the United States, Israel, India, and Pakistan-in globalizing urban terrorist techniques. Davis argues
that it is the incessant impact of car bombs, rather than the more apocalyptic threats of nuclear or
bio-terrorism, that is changing cities and urban lifestyles, as privileged centers of power increasingly
surround themselves with rings of steel against a weapon that nevertheless seems impossible to
defeat.

city of quartz: The City Allen J. Scott, Edward W. Soja, 1996 Los Angeles has grown from a
scattered collection of towns and villages to one of the largest megacities in the world. The editors of
THE CITY have assembled a variety of essays examining the built environment and human dynamics
of this extraordinary modern city, emphasizing the dramatic changes that have occurred since 1960.
58 illustrations.

city of quartz: City of Segregation Andrea Gibbons, 2018-09-18 A majestic one-hundred-year
study of segregation in Los Angeles City of Segregation documents one hundred years of struggle
against the enforced separation of racial groups through property markets, constructions of
community, and the growth of neoliberalism. This movement history covers the decades of work to
end legal support for segregation in 1948; the 1960s Civil Rights movement and CORE'’s efforts to
integrate LA’s white suburbs; and the 2006 victory preserving 10,000 downtown residential hotel
units from gentrification enfolded within ongoing resistance to the criminalization and displacement
of the homeless. Andrea Gibbons reveals the shape and nature of the racist ideology that must be
fought, in Los Angeles and across the United States, if we hope to found just cities.

city of quartz: Dear Los Angeles David Kipen, 2018-12-04 A rich mosaic of diary entries and
letters from Marilyn Monroe, Cesar Chavez, Susan Sontag, Albert Einstein, and many more, this is
the story of Los Angeles as told by locals, transplants, and some just passing through. “Los Angeles
is refracted in all its irreducible, unexplainable glory.”—Los Angeles Times The City of Angels has
played a distinct role in the hearts, minds, and imaginations of millions of people, who see it as the
ultimate symbol of the American Dream. David Kipen, a cultural historian and avid scholar of Los
Angeles, has scoured libraries, archives, and private estates to assemble a kaleidoscopic view of a
truly unique city. From the Spanish missionary expeditions in the early 1500s to the Golden Age of
Hollywood to the strange new world of social media, this collection is a slice of life in L.A. through
the years. The pieces are arranged by date—January 1st to December 31st—featuring selections
from different decades and centuries. What emerges is a vivid tapestry of insights, personal
discoveries, and wry observations that together distill the essence of the city. As sprawling and
magical as the city itself, Dear Los Angeles is a fascinating, must-have collection for everyone in,
from, or touched by Southern California. With excerpts from the writing of Ray Bradbury * Edgar
Rice Burroughs ¢ Octavia E. Butler ¢ Italo Calvino * Winston Churchill * Noél Coward ¢ Simone De
Beauvoir ¢ James Dean ¢ T. S. Eliot « William Faulkner « Lawrence Ferlinghetti * Richard Feynman
* F. Scott Fitzgerald ¢ Allen Ginsberg ¢ Dashiell Hammett ¢ Charlton Heston ¢ Zora Neale Hurston ¢
Christopher Isherwood ¢ John Lennon ¢ H. L. Mencken ¢ Anais Nin ¢ Sylvia Plath ¢« Ronald Reagan °
Joan Rivers ¢ James Thurber ¢ Dalton Trumbo ¢ Evelyn Waugh ¢ Tennessee Williams ¢ P. G.
Wodehouse * and many more Advance praise for Dear Los Angeles “This book’s a brilliant
constellation, spread out over a few centuries and five thousand square miles. Each tiny entry pins
the reality of the great unreal city of Angels to a moment in human time—moments enthralled,
appalled, jubilant, suffering, gossiping or bragging—and it turns out, there’s no better way to paint a
picture of the place.”—Jonathan Lethem “[A] scintillating collection of letters and diary entries . . .
an engrossing trove of colorful, witty insights.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

city of quartz: the immigrant suite Hattie Gossett, 2011-01-04 Writing from the upper west side
of Manhattan, where Harlem intersects with waves of immigrants from the Dominican Republic,
Cuba, Puerto Rico, Korea, Cambodia, Ivory Coast, India, Native America, and from all over the globe,
hattie gossett vividly invokes her neighborhood experience. With wit and candor, she questions why
so many people are forced from their home countries, only to be despised as interlopers in the



United States; why older immigrants see younger ones as the enemy; who gets paid a living wage,
who gentrifies their neighborhood, and who sends their money back home. From the grocery store
to the cleaners to the tenement walk-up and everywhere in between, gossett captures the voices
overheard and imagined in this breathless immigrant suite.

city of quartz: Dead Cities Mike Davis, 2024-10-01 For the late great Mike Davis, the ravaging
of the climate by capital—and his prescient analysis of its consequences for those of us left to deal
with the resulting crises—was always a central part of his urban geography. In these wide ranging,
incisive, and hauntingly relevant essays, Davis asks us to consider what we would find if we put a
microscope to the ruins of Metropolis, and provides a riveting account of the disasters—natural,
man-made, and those (as in the case of climate calamity) where the distinction is impossible to
make—that he finds on the other end. He begins his examination by sifting through the rubble of the
twin towers in the wake of 9/11, presciently identifying the seeds of war already germinating in the
scorched soil of ground zero, and closes by considering how little prepared our hollowed out urban
infrastructure is to deal with shocks of any kind, be they from car bombs or ice storms. In between
we are treated to tours of blasted wastelands where American generals built and destroyed replicas
of Berlin, glimpses of Las Vegas’s penchant for annihilating its own best-known landmarks, and
other riveting tales of the dialectic between nature and the city. Dead Cities, written over twenty
years ago, abounds with prophecies fulfilled, contains echoes of our current moment where
conspiracies abound and anxieties drown out official celebrations of prosperity, and offers dreams of
alternative paths not taken.

city of quartz: Imperial Metropolis Jessica M. Kim, 2019-08-09 In this compelling narrative of
capitalist development and revolutionary response, Jessica M. Kim reexamines the rise of Los
Angeles from a small town to a global city against the backdrop of the U.S.-Mexico borderlands,
Gilded Age economics, and American empire. It is a far-reaching transnational history, chronicling
how Los Angeles boosters transformed the borderlands through urban and imperial capitalism at the
end of the nineteenth century and how the Mexican Revolution redefined those same capitalist
networks into the twentieth. Kim draws on archives in the United States and Mexico to argue that
financial networks emerging from Los Angeles drove economic transformations in the borderlands,
reshaped social relations across wide swaths of territory, and deployed racial hierarchies to advance
investment projects across the border. However, the Mexican Revolution, with its implicit critique of
imperialism, disrupted the networks of investment and exploitation that had structured the
borderlands for sixty years, and reconfigured transnational systems of infrastructure and trade. Kim
provides the first history to connect Los Angeles's urban expansionism with more continental and
global currents, and what results is a rich account of real and imagined geographies of city, race,
and empire.

city of quartz: Los Angeles John Walton Caughey, LaRee Caughey, 1977-10-18 Its intelligent
combination of essays reveals much about Los Angeles which does not always find its way into
socio-historical texts about the area. The editors' remarks preceding each essay expertly bind the
book together. I suspect it will wind up as one of the more dog-eared volumes on my shelf.—Mayor
Tom Bradley of Los Angeles

city of quartz: Whose City? Raymond Edward Pahl, 1975

city of quartz: Evil Paradises Mike Davis, Daniel Bertrand Monk, 2011-07-16 Evil Paradises,
edited by Mike Davis and Daniel Bertrand Monk, is a global guidebook to phantasmagoric but real
places—alternate realities being constructed as “utopias” in a capitalist era unfettered by unions and
state regulation. These developments—in cities, deserts, and in the middle of the sea—are worlds
where consumption and inequality surpass our worst nightmares. Although they read like science
fiction, the case studies are shockingly real. In Dubai, where child slavery existed until very recently,
a gilded archipelago of private islands known as “The World” is literally being added to the ocean. In
Medellin and Kabul, drug lords—in many ways textbook capitalists—are redefining conspicuous
consumption in fortified palaces. In Hong Kong, Cairo, and even the Iranian desert, burgeoning
communities of nouveaux riches have taken shelter in fantasy Californias, complete with Mickey



Mouse statues, while their maids sleep in rooftop chicken coops. Meanwhile, Ted Turner rides herd
over his bison in 2 million acres of private parkland. Davis and Monk have assembled an
extraordinary group of urbanists, architects, historians, and visionary thinkers to reflect upon the
trajectory of a civilization whose deepest ethos seems to be to consume all the resources of the earth
within a single lifetime.

city of quartz: Latino Los Angeles in Film and Fiction Ignacio L—pez-Calvo, 2011-02-15 Los
Angeles has long been a place where cultures clash and reshape. The city has a growing number of
Latina/o authors and filmmakers who are remapping and reclaiming it through ongoing symbolic
appropriation. In this illuminating book, Ignacio L—pez-Calvo foregrounds the emotional
experiences of authors, implicit authors, narrators, characters, and readers in order to demonstrate
that the evolution of the imaging of Los Angeles in Latino cultural production is closely related to the
politics of spatial location. This spatial-temporal approach, he writes, reveals significant social
anxieties, repressed rage, and deep racial guilt. Latino Los Angeles in Film and Fiction sets out to
reconfigure the scope of Latino literary and cultural studies. Integrating histories of different
regions and nations, the book sets the interplay of unresolved contradictions in this particular
metropolitan area. The novelists studied here stem from multiple areas, including the U.S.
Southwest, Guatemala, and Chile. The study also incorporates non-Latino writers who have
contributed to the Latino culture of the city. The first chapter examines Latino cultural production
from an ecocritical perspective on urban interethnic relations. Chapter 2 concentrates on the
representation of daily life in the barrio and the marginalization of Latino urban youth. The third
chapter explores the space of women and how female characters expand their area of operations
from the domestic space to the public space of both the barrio and the city. A much-needed
contribution to the fields of urban theory, race critical theory, Chicana/obLatina/o studies, and Los
Angeles writing and film, L—pez-Calvo offers multiple theoretical perspectivesNincluding urban
theory, ecocriticism, ethnic studies, gender studies, and cultural studiesN contextualized with
notions of transnationalism and post-nationalism.

city of quartz: Wicked Messenger Mike Marqusee, 2011-01-04 Bob Dylan’s abrupt
abandonment of overtly political songwriting in the mid-1960s caused an uproar among critics and
fans. In Wicked Messenger, acclaimed cultural-political commentator Mike Marqusee advances the
new thesis that Dylan did not drop politics from his songs but changed the manner of his critique to
address the changing political and cultural climate and, more importantly, his own evolving
aesthetic. Wicked Messenger is also a riveting political history of the United States in the 1960s.
Tracing the development of the decade’s political and cultural dissent movements, Marqusee shows
how their twists and turns were anticipated in the poetic aesthetic—anarchic, unaccountable,
contradictory, punk— of Dylan's mid-sixties albums, as well as in his recent artistic ventures in
Chronicles, Vol. I and Masked and Anonymous. Dylan’s anguished, self-obsessed, prickly artistic
evolution, Marqusee asserts, was a deeply creative response to a deeply disturbing situation. He can
no longer tell the story straight, Marqusee concludes, because any story told straight is a false one.

city of quartz: The City Observed, Los Angeles Charles Willard Moore, Peter Becker, Regula
Campbell, 1984

city of quartz: The Austrian Revolution Otto Bauer, 1925

city of quartz: The Monster at Our Door Mike Davis, 2006-08-22 In this first book to sound the
alarm on a possible pandemic, Davis tracks the avian flu crisis as the virus moves west and the world
remains woefully unprepared to contain it.

city of quartz: The Monster Enters Mike Davis, 2022-02-01 A new edition of a classic book on
viral catastrophes--the Spanish flu, the Avian flu, and now, Covid-19 In his book, The Monster at Our
Door, the renowned activist and author Mike Davis warned of a coming global threat of viral
catastrophes. Now in this expanded edition of that 2005 book, Davis explains how the problems he
warned of remain, and he sets the COVID-19 pandemic in the context of previous disastrous
outbreaks, notably the 1918 influenza disaster that killed at least forty million people in three
months and the Avian flu of a decade and a half ago. In language both accessible and authoritative,



The Monster Enters surveys the scientific and political roots of today’s viral apocalypse. In doing so
it exposes the key roles of agribusiness and the fast-food industries, abetted by corrupt governments
and a capitalist global system careening out of control, in creating the ecological pre-conditions for a
plague that has brought much of human existence to a juddering halt.

city of quartz: Unreal City Judith Nies, 2014-04-08 An epic struggle over land, water, and
power is erupting in the American West and the halls of Washington, DC. It began when a
4,000-square-mile area of Arizona desert called Black Mesa was divided between the Hopi and
Navajo tribes. To the outside world, it was a land struggle between two fractious Indian tribes; to
political insiders and energy corporations, it was a divide-and-conquer play for the 21 billion tons of
coal beneath Black Mesa. Today, that coal powers cheap electricity for Los Angeles, a new water
aqueduct into Phoenix, and the neon dazzle of Las Vegas. Journalist and historian Judith Nies has
been tracking this story for nearly four decades. She follows the money and tells us the true story of
wealth and water, mendacity, and corruption at the highest levels of business and government. Amid
the backdrop of the breathtaking desert landscape, Unreal City shows five cultures colliding -- Hopi,
Navajo, global energy corporations, Mormons, and US government agencies -- resulting in a battle
over resources and the future of the West. Las Vegas may attract 39 million visitors a year, but the
tourists mesmerized by the dancing water fountains at the Bellagio don't ask where the water comes
from. They don't see a city with the nation's highest rates of foreclosure, unemployment, and suicide.
They don't see the astonishing drop in the water level of Lake Mead -- where Sin City gets 90
percent of its water supply. Nies shows how the struggle over Black Mesa lands is an example of a
global phenomenon in which giant transnational corporations have the power to separate indigenous
people from their energy-rich lands with the help of host governments. Unreal City explores how and
why resources have been taken from native lands, what it means in an era of climate change, and
why, in this city divorced from nature, the only thing more powerful than money is water.

city of quartz: City of Quartz Mike Davis, 2006

city of quartz: LOS ANGELES David Rieff, 1992-09 The author turns his critical eye to the City
of Angels, discussing L.A.'s gridlocked freeways, immigrant neighborhoods, posh Beverly Hills,
popular culture, health consciousness, and more, and speculates on the city's future.

city of quartz: Young House Love Sherry Petersik, John Petersik, 2015-07-14 This New York
Times bestselling book is filled with hundreds of fun, deceptively simple, budget-friendly ideas for
sprucing up your home. With two home renovations under their (tool) belts and millions of hits per
month on their blog YoungHouseLove.com, Sherry and John Petersik are home-improvement
enthusiasts primed to pass on a slew of projects, tricks, and techniques to do-it-yourselfers of all
levels. Packed with 243 tips and ideas—both classic and unexpected—and more than 400
photographs and illustrations, this is a book that readers will return to again and again for the
creative projects and easy-to-follow instructions in the relatable voice the Petersiks are known for.
Learn to trick out a thrift-store mirror, spice up plain old roller shades, hack your Ikea table to
create three distinct looks, and so much more.

city of quartz: The Workplace Constitution from the New Deal to the New Right Sophia Z. Lee,
2014-11-10 This book explains why most Americans lack constitutional rights on the job and can be
fired for almost any reason or no reason at all.

city of quartz: Beyond Blade Runner Mike Davis, 1992

city of quartz: Los Angeles Boulevard Douglas R. Suisman, 2014 Architect and urban
designer Suisman lays out his views on the urban structure of Los Angeles, exemplified by the long
boulevards that cut across the urban body that is Los Angeles.

city of quartz: Heteropolis Charles Jencks, 1993 In an age dominated by nationalism and
ethnic conflict, Charles Jencks argues that these reactionary tendencies can be countered by an
equally powerful drive - heterophilia: the love of difference, the desire to seek out new experience
and curiosity. All of these are essential to the creation of a new form of city, the heteropolis,
epitomized by Los Angeles. With over one hundred ethnic groups, forty different lifestyle clusters,
eighty languages spoken in the schools, and extraordinarily different flora and fauna, Los Angeles'




diversity has now become one of its main drawing points, and problems. Precariously balanced
between civil unrest and the creative enjoyment of difference, it is something towards which other
world cities, with their mass-migration and global trade are heading. The hetero-architecture of Los
Angeles suggests a way beyond the present impasse between the fundamentalists and the
multiculturalists, a third position which diffuses confrontation with creative displacement and
inclusive eclecticism. The strange beauty of hetero-architecture embraces variety, its informality
allows marginalized groups to feel at home and its unusual metaphors suggest our connection to the
natural world. Frank Gehry, Eric Owen Moss, Morphosis, Frank Israel and Charles Moore are its
visible leaders, but there is also a vernacular and funk version of the genre as well as the populist
versions of Jon Jerde and Disneyland. The philosophy of hetero-architecture accepts difference as a
necessity and turns it into a virtue with an informal aesthetic at once polyglot, abstract and
representational - that is radically eclectic and inclusive in an understated way. The 'L.A. Style', as it
is known, bears affinities with other aesthetics such as the Wabi and Sabi style of the Japanese. With
many world cities now facing increasing pluralization, the heteropolis is bound to become a major
urban form of the future.
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