
crash course cold war transcript
crash course cold war transcript is a phrase that often surfaces when searching for educational
resources about one of the most significant periods in modern history. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of the Cold War as presented in the popular Crash Course series, offering a
detailed summary, important highlights, and an analysis of the transcript's key points. Readers will
discover the essential events, influential figures, ideological conflicts, and global impacts discussed
throughout the transcript. By exploring the main themes, historical context, and pivotal moments, this
guide serves as a valuable reference for students, educators, and history enthusiasts seeking to
understand the Cold War era. Additionally, this article will outline the structure of the Crash Course
Cold War transcript, decode its major sections, and clarify frequently misunderstood concepts.
Whether you're preparing for exams, researching for academic projects, or simply aiming to deepen
your historical knowledge, this article delivers clear, authoritative information on the Cold War and its
legacy. Continue reading to explore an organized and SEO-optimized breakdown of the transcript,
along with answers to trending questions about the topic.
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Introduction to the Crash Course Cold War Transcript

The Crash Course Cold War transcript serves as a valuable educational tool for individuals seeking a
detailed, chronological narration of the Cold War era. Crafted to accompany the widely viewed Crash
Course video series, the transcript presents complex historical concepts in a clear and accessible
manner. By summarizing the key events, explaining political tensions, and introducing important
figures, the transcript enables readers to grasp the multifaceted nature of the Cold War without
overwhelming jargon.

The transcript begins by setting the stage for the post-World War II climate, outlining the division
between the Western Allies and the Soviet Union. It emphasizes the ideological differences that fueled
the rivalry, highlighting communism versus capitalism as the core dispute. Throughout the transcript,
readers encounter significant moments such as the Berlin Blockade, Cuban Missile Crisis, and the
collapse of the Soviet Union. The structure follows a logical progression, making the content



organized and easy to follow.

Historical Background and Origins of the Cold War

Post-World War II Tensions

After World War II, the relationship between the United States and the Soviet Union quickly
deteriorated, setting the stage for the Cold War. The transcript details how mutual suspicions and
contrasting worldviews emerged as the Allies divided Germany and Eastern Europe. The United States
championed democracy and free-market economics, while the Soviet Union spread communist
principles across its sphere of influence.

Formation of Rival Blocs

The transcript explains the creation of two military alliances: NATO, led by the United States, and the
Warsaw Pact, controlled by the Soviet Union. These alliances solidified the division of Europe, marking
the beginning of intense political, military, and economic competition. The Iron Curtain metaphor,
introduced by Winston Churchill, is discussed as a symbol of the physical and ideological separation
between East and West.

Division of Germany and Berlin

Spread of communism in Eastern Europe

Truman Doctrine and containment policy

Marshall Plan for European recovery

Major Events and Turning Points in the Cold War

The Berlin Blockade and Airlift

One of the first major confrontations highlighted in the transcript is the Berlin Blockade of 1948–1949.
The Soviet Union attempted to cut off Allied access to West Berlin, leading to the Western powers
organizing the Berlin Airlift. This event demonstrated the resolve of the United States and its allies to
counter Soviet aggression without resorting to direct military conflict.



Korean War and Proxy Conflicts

The transcript covers the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950, which set a precedent for future proxy
wars between the superpowers. The United States and its allies intervened to support South Korea,
while the Soviet Union and China backed North Korea. This pattern repeated in other regions, such as
Vietnam, Afghanistan, and Africa, reflecting the global reach of the Cold War.

Cuban Missile Crisis

A pivotal moment discussed in the transcript is the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962. The discovery of
Soviet missiles in Cuba brought the world to the brink of nuclear war. The transcript outlines the tense
negotiations between John F. Kennedy and Nikita Khrushchev, which ultimately led to the removal of
the missiles and a temporary easing of hostilities.

Berlin Blockade and Airlift (1948–1949)1.

Korean War (1950–1953)2.

Vietnam War (1955–1975)3.

Cuban Missile Crisis (1962)4.

Space Race and technological rivalry5.

Afghan War (1979–1989)6.

Fall of the Berlin Wall (1989)7.

Dissolution of the Soviet Union (1991)8.

Key Figures and Ideological Rivalries

Notable Leaders in the Cold War Era

The Crash Course Cold War transcript introduces readers to the leading figures who shaped the era.
Key personalities include Joseph Stalin, Harry S. Truman, Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy,
Nikita Khrushchev, Ronald Reagan, and Mikhail Gorbachev. Their decisions and policies influenced the
direction and intensity of the Cold War.

Competing Ideologies: Capitalism vs. Communism



At the heart of the Cold War transcript lies the ideological battle between capitalism and communism.
The United States promoted political freedom and economic liberalism, whereas the Soviet Union
advanced state-controlled economies and one-party rule. The transcript details how propaganda,
cultural exchanges, and scientific achievements were used to demonstrate ideological superiority.

Global Impact and Legacy of the Cold War

Effects on Countries and Societies

The Cold War's global impact is a central theme in the transcript. Countries worldwide were drawn
into the conflict, with proxy wars, economic aid, and diplomatic pressure shaping international
relations. The transcript explains how the arms race led to the development of nuclear arsenals and
the doctrine of mutually assured destruction (MAD), which became a defining aspect of the era.

End of the Cold War and Its Aftermath

The transcript concludes with the events leading to the end of the Cold War, including the
liberalization policies of Mikhail Gorbachev, the fall of the Berlin Wall, and the eventual dissolution of
the Soviet Union. The legacy of the Cold War is evident in current global politics, with many former
communist states transitioning to market economies and democratic governments.

Spread of nuclear weapons and arms control treaties

Formation of new alliances and international organizations

Economic reforms and political liberation in Eastern Europe

Continuing influence on global security policies

Frequently Referenced Sections in the Crash Course
Cold War Transcript

Popular Quotes and Summaries

Several sections of the Crash Course Cold War transcript are frequently quoted in academic papers
and classroom discussions. These include summaries of the Berlin Blockade, the Cuban Missile Crisis,
and the fall of the Berlin Wall. The transcript’s accessible language and concise breakdowns make it a
preferred resource for quick reference.



Educational Value and Usage

Educators and students often use the transcript for lesson planning, study guides, and research
assignments. Its straightforward explanations and chronological structure help clarify complex events
and relationships. The transcript also highlights primary sources and historical documents, enhancing
its educational value.

Summary and Highlights from the Transcript

Key Takeaways for Learners

The Crash Course Cold War transcript distills the era’s most significant events and concepts into clear,
manageable sections. Major takeaways include the origins of the Cold War, the dynamics of
superpower rivalry, and the lasting consequences on world affairs. Readers gain a foundational
understanding of the ideological, political, and military dimensions of the conflict.

Why the Transcript Remains a Top Resource

Its popularity stems from its engaging presentation style, factual accuracy, and ability to simplify
intricate historical developments. The transcript remains a top resource for those seeking to
comprehend the Cold War’s complexities, making it indispensable for exam preparation and general
knowledge enhancement.

Trending and Relevant Questions and Answers about
Crash Course Cold War Transcript

Q: What is the main focus of the Crash Course Cold War
transcript?
A: The main focus is to summarize and explain the critical events, figures, and ideologies that defined
the Cold War period, making complex history accessible to students and educators.

Q: Which major events are covered in the Crash Course Cold
War transcript?
A: Notable events include the Berlin Blockade, Korean War, Vietnam War, Cuban Missile Crisis, Space
Race, fall of the Berlin Wall, and the dissolution of the Soviet Union.



Q: Who are the key figures highlighted in the transcript?
A: The transcript discusses leaders such as Joseph Stalin, Harry Truman, Nikita Khrushchev, John F.
Kennedy, Ronald Reagan, and Mikhail Gorbachev.

Q: How does the transcript explain the ideological conflict
between the US and the Soviet Union?
A: It describes the rivalry between capitalism and communism, detailing their respective political
systems, economic models, and global influence.

Q: Why is the Berlin Blockade considered a turning point in
the Cold War?
A: The Berlin Blockade was the first major crisis of the Cold War, demonstrating the willingness of
Western powers to resist Soviet pressure and setting the stage for future confrontations.

Q: What educational benefits does the Crash Course Cold War
transcript offer?
A: It provides clear, concise explanations, organizes information chronologically, and highlights
primary sources, making it ideal for study and research purposes.

Q: How did the Cold War affect countries outside the US and
Soviet Union?
A: Many nations experienced proxy wars, political interventions, and economic aid programs, resulting
in significant social, political, and economic changes.

Q: What led to the end of the Cold War, according to the
transcript?
A: The end was primarily due to the liberalization policies of Mikhail Gorbachev, the decline of Soviet
influence in Eastern Europe, and the collapse of the Soviet Union.

Q: Can the transcript be used for exam preparation?
A: Yes, its structured format and clear summaries make it an effective tool for preparing for history
exams and writing essays on the Cold War.



Q: What lasting impacts of the Cold War are mentioned in the
transcript?
A: The transcript notes ongoing influence in global security policies, the spread of democracy,
economic reforms, and the continuing relevance of nuclear weapons and arms control.

Crash Course Cold War Transcript
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Crash Course Cold War Transcript: A Comprehensive
Guide

Are you a history buff diving deep into the Cold War? A student frantically searching for
supplementary materials? Or perhaps a teacher looking for engaging resources for your classroom?
Whatever your reason, you've landed in the right place. This comprehensive guide provides
everything you need to know about accessing and utilizing the invaluable "Crash Course Cold War"
transcript. We'll delve into where to find it, how to best use it, and even explore some of its key
takeaways. Let's unlock the secrets of this popular educational resource!

Understanding the Value of the Crash Course Cold War
Transcript

John Green's "Crash Course" series is renowned for its engaging and informative approach to
complex subjects. The Cold War episode, in particular, is a highly sought-after resource due to its
concise yet comprehensive overview of this pivotal historical period. A transcript offers several key
advantages:

Accessibility: Not everyone can easily access videos due to internet limitations or disabilities. A
transcript makes the information universally accessible.
Enhanced Learning: Reading along with the video or reviewing the text independently aids
comprehension and retention. It allows for focused study and note-taking.
Research Tool: The transcript serves as a valuable research tool, allowing for quick keyword
searches and focused reading on specific aspects of the Cold War.

https://fc1.getfilecloud.com/t5-w-m-e-03/Book?ID=sFC94-4163&title=crash-course-cold-war-transcript.pdf
https://fc1.getfilecloud.com/t5-w-m-e-02/Book?ID=tGR28-7126&title=business-driven-technology-free-download.pdf
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Where to Find the Crash Course Cold War Transcript: A Step-
by-Step Guide

Unfortunately, a single, officially published transcript for every Crash Course video, including the
Cold War episode, isn't readily available. John Green and the Crash Course team haven't released a
centralized repository for transcripts of all their videos. However, there are several avenues you can
explore:

1. YouTube's Automatic Captions: A Good Starting Point

YouTube offers automatic captioning for most videos. While not perfect, it provides a decent base
transcript. You can access this by clicking the "CC" button on the video player. Remember,
automatic transcriptions often contain errors, requiring careful review and editing.

2. Third-Party Transcription Services: A More Accurate Option

If accuracy is paramount, consider utilizing a professional or third-party transcription service. These
services offer human-generated transcripts, significantly reducing errors. However, they usually
come with a cost.

3. Fan-Made Transcripts: Use with Caution

Some dedicated fans may have created and shared their own transcripts online. These can be found
on various forums, websites, or even document-sharing platforms. However, always exercise caution
when using fan-made content, as accuracy and reliability can vary significantly. Verify the
information against other reliable sources.

Maximizing the Value of the Crash Course Cold War
Transcript

Once you obtain a transcript, here are some tips to make the most of it:

1. Active Reading Techniques: Engage with the Text



Don't just passively read; actively engage with the material. Highlight key terms, take notes in the
margins, and summarize sections in your own words.

2. Cross-Referencing: Verify Information

Cross-reference information presented in the transcript with other reliable sources, such as
textbooks, academic articles, and reputable websites. This helps ensure accuracy and builds a more
comprehensive understanding.

3. Focus on Key Themes and Concepts: Identify Core Arguments

The Crash Course Cold War episode likely covers numerous themes, including the ideological
conflict, the nuclear arms race, proxy wars, and the eventual collapse of the Soviet Union. Identify
these key themes and focus your study accordingly.

4. Connect to Broader Historical Context: See the Bigger Picture

The Cold War didn't exist in isolation. Use the transcript as a springboard to explore related
historical events and their global implications.

Conclusion

Securing a complete and accurate "Crash Course Cold War" transcript might require some effort,
but the rewards are well worth it. By utilizing the strategies outlined above – from exploring
YouTube's captions to employing third-party services and actively engaging with the text – you can
unlock this valuable resource for enhanced learning and deeper understanding of this pivotal
historical period. Remember to always critically assess your sources and cross-reference information
to ensure accuracy.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Is there an official Crash Course Cold War transcript available online? No, there isn't an officially
released, complete transcript directly from the Crash Course creators.

2. How accurate are the automatically generated YouTube captions? They're a good starting point,
but expect inaccuracies. They are best used as a first draft requiring significant review and
correction.



3. Are fan-made transcripts reliable? Use them cautiously. Verify the information from other credible
sources before relying on them.

4. What are the best ways to use a Cold War transcript for studying? Active reading techniques,
note-taking, cross-referencing, and connecting it to broader historical contexts are crucial.

5. Where can I find supplementary resources to complement the Crash Course Cold War material?
Explore academic textbooks, reputable historical websites, documentaries, and primary source
documents.

  crash course cold war transcript: The Cold War in Asia James Gordon Hershberg, 1996
  crash course cold war transcript: The Illustrated Battle Cry of Freedom James M.
McPherson, 2003-12-11 Filled with fresh interpretations and information, puncturing old myths and
challenging new ones, Battle Cry of Freedom will unquestionably become the standard one-volume
history of the Civil War. James McPherson's fast-paced narrative fully integrates the political, social,
and military events that crowded the two decades from the outbreak of one war in Mexico to the
ending of another at Appomattox. Packed with drama and analytical insight, the book vividly
recounts the momentous episodes that preceded the Civil War--the Dred Scott decision, the
Lincoln-Douglas debates, John Brown's raid on Harper's Ferry--and then moves into a masterful
chronicle of the war itself--the battles, the strategic maneuvering on both sides, the politics, and the
personalities. Particularly notable are McPherson's new views on such matters as the slavery
expansion issue in the 1850s, the origins of the Republican Party, the causes of secession, internal
dissent and anti-war opposition in the North and the South, and the reasons for the Union's victory.
The book's title refers to the sentiments that informed both the Northern and Southern views of the
conflict: the South seceded in the name of that freedom of self-determination and self-government
for which their fathers had fought in 1776, while the North stood fast in defense of the Union
founded by those fathers as the bulwark of American liberty. Eventually, the North had to grapple
with the underlying cause of the war--slavery--and adopt a policy of emancipation as a second war
aim. This new birth of freedom, as Lincoln called it, constitutes the proudest legacy of America's
bloodiest conflict. This authoritative volume makes sense of that vast and confusing second
American Revolution we call the Civil War, a war that transformed a nation and expanded our
heritage of liberty.
  crash course cold war transcript: Curtain of Lies Melissa Feinberg, 2017 Curtain of Lies
tells the story of the struggle to define the truth of Eastern Europe between 1948 and 1956. It
examines how actors on both sides of the Iron Curtain tried to create knowledge about Eastern
Europe, and thus helped solidify the battle lines of the Cold War.
  crash course cold war transcript: Blood and Debt Miguel Angel Centeno, 2015-08-26 What
role does war play in political development? Our understanding of the rise of the nation-state is
based heavily on the Western European experience of war. Challenging the dominance of this model,
Blood and Debt looks at Latin America's much different experience as more relevant to politics today
in regions as varied as the Balkans and sub-Saharan Africa. The book's illuminating review of the
relatively peaceful history of Latin America from the late eighteenth through the early twentieth
centuries reveals the lack of two critical prerequisites needed for war: a political and military culture
oriented toward international violence, and the state institutional capacity to carry it out. Using
innovative new data such as tax receipts, naming of streets and public monuments, and conscription
records, the author carefully examines how war affected the fiscal development of the state, the
creation of national identity, and claims to citizenship. Rather than building nation-states and
fostering democratic citizenship, he shows, war in Latin America destroyed institutions, confirmed
internal divisions, and killed many without purpose or glory.
  crash course cold war transcript: The Gilded Age Mark Twain, Charles Dudley Warner, 1892



  crash course cold war transcript: The Power of Nonviolence Richard Bartlett Gregg,
2018-11-08 The Power of Nonviolence, written by Richard Bartlett Gregg in 1934 and revised in
1944 and 1959, is the most important and influential theory of principled or integral nonviolence
published in the twentieth century. Drawing on Gandhi's ideas and practice, Gregg explains in detail
how the organized power of nonviolence (power-with) exercised against violent opponents can bring
about small and large transformative social change and provide an effective substitute for war. This
edition includes a major introduction by political theorist, James Tully, situating the text in its
contexts from 1934 to 1959, and showing its great relevance today. The text is the definitive 1959
edition with a foreword by Martin Luther King, Jr. It includes forewords from earlier editions, the
chapter on class struggle and nonviolent resistance from 1934, a crucial excerpt from a 1929
preliminary study, a biography and bibliography of Gregg, and a bibliography of recent work on
nonviolence.
  crash course cold war transcript: The Global Cold War Odd Arne Westad, 2005-10-24 The
Cold War shaped the world we live in today - its politics, economics, and military affairs. This book
shows how the globalization of the Cold War during the last century created the foundations for
most of the key conflicts we see today, including the War on Terror. It focuses on how the Third
World policies of the two twentieth-century superpowers - the United States and the Soviet Union -
gave rise to resentments and resistance that in the end helped topple one superpower and still
seriously challenge the other. Ranging from China to Indonesia, Iran, Ethiopia, Angola, Cuba, and
Nicaragua, it provides a truly global perspective on the Cold War. And by exploring both the
development of interventionist ideologies and the revolutionary movements that confronted
interventions, the book links the past with the present in ways that no other major work on the Cold
War era has succeeded in doing.
  crash course cold war transcript: Apollo's Warriors Michael E. Haas, 1998-05 Presenting a
fascinating insider's view of U.S.A.F. special operations, this volume brings to life the critical
contributions these forces have made to the exercise of air & space power. Focusing in particular on
the period between the Korean War & the Indochina wars of 1950-1979, the accounts of numerous
missions are profusely illustrated with photos & maps. Includes a discussion of AF operations in
Europe during WWII, as well as profiles of Air Commandos who performed above & beyond the call
of duty. Reflects on the need for financial & political support for restoration of the forces.
Bibliography. Extensive photos & maps. Charts & tables.
  crash course cold war transcript: The Cold War John Lewis Gaddis, 2006-12-26
“Outstanding . . . The most accessible distillation of that conflict yet written.” —The Boston Globe
“Energetically written and lucid, it makes an ideal introduction to the subject.” —The New York
Times The “dean of Cold War historians” (The New York Times) now presents the definitive account
of the global confrontation that dominated the last half of the twentieth century. Drawing on newly
opened archives and the reminiscences of the major players, John Lewis Gaddis explains not just
what happened but why—from the months in 1945 when the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. went from
alliance to antagonism to the barely averted holocaust of the Cuban Missile Crisis to the maneuvers
of Nixon and Mao, Reagan and Gorbachev. Brilliant, accessible, almost Shakespearean in its drama,
The Cold War stands as a triumphant summation of the era that, more than any other, shaped our
own. Gaddis is also the author of On Grand Strategy.
  crash course cold war transcript: Cold War in South Florida Steve Hach, 2004
  crash course cold war transcript: The Kremlinologist Jenny Thompson, Sherry Thompson,
2018-03 The Kremlinologist chronicles major events of the Cold War through the prism of the life of
one of its top diplomats, Llewellyn Thompson. His life went from the wilds of the American West to
the inner sanctums of the White House and the Kremlin. As the ambassador to Moscow, he became
an important advisor to presidents and a key participant in major twentieth-century events,
including the Cuban Missile Crisis and the Vietnam War. Yet, unlike his contemporaries McGeorge
Bundy and George C. Marshall--who considered Thompson one of the most crucial actors in the Cold
War and the unsung hero of the Cuban Missile Crisis--he has not been the subject of a major



biography until now. Thompson's daughters Jenny Thompson Vukacic and Sherry Thompson set out
to document their father's life as thoroughly as possible. Relying on primary sources and interviews,
they received generous assistance from archivists, historians, and colleagues of their father. They
also acquired documents and information from Russian archives, including the KGB archives. As
family, they had unprecedented access to his FBI dossier, State Department personnel files, family
archives, letters, diaries, speeches, and documents. Their original research brings new material to
light including important information on the U-2, Kennan's containment policy, and Thompson's role
in US covert operations machinery. The book refutes historical misinterpretations of events in the
Berlin Crisis, the Austrian State Treaty, and the Cuban Missile Crisis.--Provided by publisher.
  crash course cold war transcript: Stalin and the Bomb David Holloway, 2008-10-01 The
classic and “utterly engrossing” study of Stalin’s pursuit of a nuclear bomb during the Cold War by
the renowned political scientist and historian (Foreign Affairs). For forty years the U.S.-Russian
nuclear arms race dominated world politics, yet the Soviet nuclear establishment was shrouded in
secrecy. Then, shortly after the collapse of the Soviet Union, David Holloway pulled back the Iron
Curtain with his “marvelous, groundbreaking study” Stalin and the Bomb (The New Yorker). How
did the Soviet Union build its atomic and hydrogen bombs? What role did espionage play? How did
the American atomic monopoly affect Stalin's foreign policy? What was the relationship between
Soviet nuclear scientists and the country's political leaders? David Holloway answers these
questions by tracing the dramatic story of Soviet nuclear policy from developments in physics in the
1920s to the testing of the hydrogen bomb and the emergence of nuclear deterrence in the
mid-1950s. This magisterial history throws light on Soviet policy at the height of the Cold War,
illuminates a central element of the Stalinist system, and puts into perspective the tragic legacy of
this program―environmental damage, a vast network of institutes and factories, and a huge
stockpile of unwanted weapons.
  crash course cold war transcript: Marine Tom Clancy, 1996-11-01 An in-depth look at the
United States Marine Corps-in the New York Times bestselling tradition of Submarine, Armored Cav,
and Fighter Wing Only the best of the best can be Marines. And only Tom Clancy can tell their
story--the fascinating real-life facts more compelling than any fiction. Clancy presents a unique
insider's look at the most hallowed branch of the Armed Forces, and the men and women who serve
on America's front lines. Marine includes: An interview with the Commandant of the Marine Corps,
General Charles Chuck Krulak The tools and technology of the Marine Expeditionary Unit The role of
the Marines in the present and future world An in-depth look at recruitment and training Exclusive
photographs, illustrations, and diagrams
  crash course cold war transcript: Small Wars, Far Away Places Michael Burleigh, 2013-04-11
The collapse of Western colonial empires in the twenty years after the Second World War led to a
series of vicious struggles for power - in Africa, Asia and the Middle East - whose bloody
consequences haunt us still. Acclaimed historian Michael Burleigh's brilliant analytic skills and clear
eye for common themes underpins this powerful account of those conflicts. He takes us on a
historical journey from Algeria to Cuba, from Malaysia to Palestine, and from Kenya to Vietnam and,
in so doing, he reframes mid-twentieth-century history by forcing us to look away from the Cold War
to the hot wars that continue to afflict us. The result is a dazzling work of history, which examines
the death of colonialism with passion, insight and genuine understanding of what it feels like to be
caught in the middle of realpolitik.
  crash course cold war transcript: The Brothers: John Foster Dulles, Allen Dulles, and
Their Secret World War Stephen Kinzer, 2013-10-01 A joint biography of John Foster Dulles and
Allen Dulles, who led the United States into an unseen war that decisively shaped today's world
During the 1950s, when the Cold War was at its peak, two immensely powerful brothers led the
United States into a series of foreign adventures whose effects are still shaking the world. John
Foster Dulles was secretary of state while his brother, Allen Dulles, was director of the Central
Intelligence Agency. In this book, Stephen Kinzer places their extraordinary lives against the
background of American culture and history. He uses the framework of biography to ask: Why does



the United States behave as it does in the world? The Brothers explores hidden forces that shape the
national psyche, from religious piety to Western movies—many of which are about a noble gunman
who cleans up a lawless town by killing bad guys. This is how the Dulles brothers saw themselves,
and how many Americans still see their country's role in the world. Propelled by a quintessentially
American set of fears and delusions, the Dulles brothers launched violent campaigns against foreign
leaders they saw as threats to the United States. These campaigns helped push countries from
Guatemala to the Congo into long spirals of violence, led the United States into the Vietnam War,
and laid the foundation for decades of hostility between the United States and countries from Cuba
to Iran. The story of the Dulles brothers is the story of America. It illuminates and helps explain the
modern history of the United States and the world. A Kirkus Reviews Best Nonfiction Book of 2013
  crash course cold war transcript: Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse-Tung Mao
Tse-Tung, Mao Zedong, 2013-04-16 Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse-Tung' is a volume of
selected statements taken from the speeches and writings by Mao Mao Tse-Tung, published from
1964 to 1976. It was often printed in small editions that could be easily carried and that were bound
in bright red covers, which led to its western moniker of the 'Little Red Book'. It is one of the most
printed books in history, and will be of considerable value to those with an interest in Mao Tse-Tung
and in the history of the Communist Party of China. The chapters of this book include: 'The
Communist Party', 'Classes and Class Struggle', 'Socialism and Communism', 'The Correct Handling
of Contradictions Among The People', 'War and Peace', 'Imperialism and All Reactionaries ad Paper
Tigers', 'Dare to Struggle and Dare to Win', et cetera. We are republishing this antiquarian volume
now complete with a new prefatory biography of Mao Tse-Tung.
  crash course cold war transcript: Gorbachev: His Life and Times William Taubman,
2017-09-05 Finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award in Biography Longlisted for the
Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Nonfiction The definitive biography of the
transformational Russian leader by the Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Khrushchev. Essential
reading for the twenty-first [century]. —Radhika Jones, The New York Times Book Review When
Mikhail Gorbachev became the leader of the Soviet Union in 1985, the USSR. was one of the world’s
two superpowers. By 1989, his liberal policies of perestroika and glasnost had permanently
transformed Soviet Communism, and had made enemies of radicals on the right and left. By 1990 he,
more than anyone else, had ended the Cold War, and in 1991, after barely escaping from a coup
attempt, he unintentionally presided over the collapse of the Soviet Union he had tried to save. In
the first comprehensive biography of the final Soviet leader, William Taubman shows how a peasant
boy became the Soviet system’s gravedigger, how he clambered to the top of a system designed to
keep people like him down, how he found common ground with America’s arch-conservative
president Ronald Reagan, and how he permitted the USSR and its East European empire to break
apart without using force to preserve them. Throughout, Taubman portrays the many sides of
Gorbachev’s unique character that, by Gorbachev’s own admission, make him difficult to
understand. Was he in fact a truly great leader, or was he brought low in the end by his own
shortcomings, as well as by the unyielding forces he faced? Drawing on interviews with Gorbachev
himself, transcripts and documents from the Russian archives, and interviews with Kremlin aides
and adversaries, as well as foreign leaders, Taubman’s intensely personal portrait extends to
Gorbachev’s remarkable marriage to a woman he deeply loved, and to the family that they raised
together. Nuanced and poignant, yet unsparing and honest, this sweeping account has all the
amplitude of a great Russian novel.
  crash course cold war transcript: Rose, Rose, I Love You Chen-ho Wang, 1998-04-16 In this
lively translation of Wang Chen-ho's ribald satire, a Taiwanese village loses all perspective—and
common sense—at the prospect of fleecing a shipload of lusty and lonely American soldiers. A
rotund, excitable high school English teacher receives word that 300 GIs are coming from Vietnam
for a weekend of R and R. He persuades the owners of the Big 4 brothels that they will all take in
more U.S. dollars if the pleasure girls can speak a little English; his plan is to train fifty specially
selected prostitutes in a Crash Course for Bar Girls. The teacher, Dong Siwen (his name means



refinement) enlists the eager support of local Councilman Qian and the managers of such elite
establishments as Night Fragrances and Valley of Joy. If the girls learn how to say three things in
English— Hello, How are you? and Want to do you-know-what? everything is A-OK! But what begins
as a simple plan to teach a few English phrases quickly becomes absurdly elaborate: courses will
include an Introduction to American Culture, a crash course on global etiquette, and a workshop in
personal hygiene taught by Dr. Venereal Wang. Siwen, a virgin himself, dreads any bad P.R. from
Saigon Rose (slang for a particularly virulent strain of v.d.) and so demands the finest conveniences
and conditions for servicing the Yanks. Sanitation above all.... Do you think U.S. dollars will float out
of their pockets in crummy rooms like that? The Americans must not leave with a poor impression of
Taiwan; not only Dong Siwen and the Big 4 but the entire nation would lose face. One of the most
carefully wrought narratives in contemporary Chinese literature, Rose, Rose, I Love You will appeal
not only to readers of fiction but also to those interested in Taiwanese identity and the effects of
Westernization on Asian society.
  crash course cold war transcript: The Crisis of the Middle-Class Constitution Ganesh
Sitaraman, 2017-03-14 In this original, provocative contribution to the debate over economic
inequality, Ganesh Sitaraman argues that a strong and sizable middle class is a prerequisite for
America’s constitutional system. A New York Times Notable Book of 2017 For most of Western
history, Sitaraman argues, constitutional thinkers assumed economic inequality was inevitable and
inescapable—and they designed governments to prevent class divisions from spilling over into class
warfare. The American Constitution is different. Compared to Europe and the ancient world,
America was a society of almost unprecedented economic equality, and the founding generation saw
this equality as essential for the preservation of America’s republic. Over the next two centuries,
generations of Americans fought to sustain the economic preconditions for our constitutional system.
But today, with economic and political inequality on the rise, Sitaraman says Americans face a
choice: Will we accept rising economic inequality and risk oligarchy or will we rebuild the middle
class and reclaim our republic? The Crisis of the Middle-Class Constitution is a tour de force of
history, philosophy, law, and politics. It makes a compelling case that inequality is more than just a
moral or economic problem; it threatens the very core of our constitutional system.
  crash course cold war transcript: The Guns of August Barbara Wertheim Tuchman, 2008
  crash course cold war transcript: The Bomb Fred Kaplan, 2021-02-02 From the author of the
classic The Wizards of Armageddon and Pulitzer Prize finalist comes the definitive history of
American policy on nuclear war—and Presidents’ actions in nuclear crises—from Truman to Trump.
Fred Kaplan, hailed by The New York Times as “a rare combination of defense intellectual and
pugnacious reporter,” takes us into the White House Situation Room, the Joint Chiefs of Staff’s
“Tank” in the Pentagon, and the vast chambers of Strategic Command to bring us the untold
stories—based on exclusive interviews and previously classified documents—of how America’s
presidents and generals have thought about, threatened, broached, and just barely avoided nuclear
war from the dawn of the atomic age until today. Kaplan’s historical research and deep reporting
will stand as the permanent record of politics. Discussing theories that have dominated nightmare
scenarios from Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Kaplan presents the unthinkable in terms of mass
destruction and demonstrates how the nuclear war reality will not go away, regardless of the dire
consequences.
  crash course cold war transcript: Contract with America Newt Gingrich, Richard K. Armey,
1994 The November 1994 midterm elections were a watershed event, making possible a Repbulican
majority in Congress for the first time in forty years. Contract with America, by Newt Gingrich, the
new Speaker of the House, Dick Armey, the new Majority Leader, and the House Republicans, charts
a bold new political strategy for the entire country. The ten-point program, which forms the basis of
this book, was announced in late September. It received the signed support of more than 300 GOP
canditates. Their pledge: If we break this contract, throw us out. Contract with America fleshes out
the vision and provides the details of the program that swept the GOP to victory. Among the
pressing issues addressed in this important book are: balancing the budget, stopping crime,



reforming welfare, reinforcing families, enhancing fairness for seniors, strengthening national
defense, cutting government regulations, promoting legal reform, considering term limits, and
reducing taxes.
  crash course cold war transcript: Europe after Empire Elizabeth Buettner, 2016-03-24 A
pioneering comparative history of European decolonization from the formal ending of empires to the
postcolonial European present.
  crash course cold war transcript: The Commanding Heights Daniel Yergin, 1998
  crash course cold war transcript: Forced Founders Woody Holton, 2011-01-20 In this
provocative reinterpretation of one of the best-known events in American history, Woody Holton
shows that when Thomas Jefferson, George Washington, and other elite Virginians joined their peers
from other colonies in declaring independence from Britain, they acted partly in response to
grassroots rebellions against their own rule. The Virginia gentry's efforts to shape London's imperial
policy were thwarted by British merchants and by a coalition of Indian nations. In 1774, elite
Virginians suspended trade with Britain in order to pressure Parliament and, at the same time, to
save restive Virginia debtors from a terrible recession. The boycott and the growing imperial conflict
led to rebellions by enslaved Virginians, Indians, and tobacco farmers. By the spring of 1776 the
gentry believed the only way to regain control of the common people was to take Virginia out of the
British Empire. Forced Founders uses the new social history to shed light on a classic political
question: why did the owners of vast plantations, viewed by many of their contemporaries as
aristocrats, start a revolution? As Holton's fast-paced narrative unfolds, the old story of patriot
versus loyalist becomes decidedly more complex.
  crash course cold war transcript: Revolution with a Human Face James Krapfl, 2013-10-04 In
this social and cultural history of Czechoslovakia’s “gentle revolution,” James Krapfl shifts the focus
away from elites to ordinary citizens who endeavored—from the outbreak of revolution in 1989 to
the demise of the Czechoslovak federation in 1992—to establish a new, democratic political culture.
Unique in its balanced coverage of developments in both Czech and Slovak lands, including the
Hungarian minority of southern Slovakia, this book looks beyond Prague and Bratislava to collective
action in small towns, provincial factories, and collective farms. Through his broad and deep analysis
of workers’ declarations, student bulletins, newspapers, film footage, and the proceedings of local
administrative bodies, Krapfl contends that Czechoslovaks rejected Communism not because it was
socialist, but because it was arbitrarily bureaucratic and inhumane. The restoration of a basic
“humanness”—in politics and in daily relations among citizens—was the central goal of the
revolution. In the strikes and demonstrations that began in the last weeks of 1989, Krapfl argues,
citizens forged new symbols and a new symbolic system to reflect the humane, democratic, and
nonviolent community they sought to create. Tracing the course of the revolution from early,
idealistic euphoria through turns to radicalism and ultimately subversive reaction, Revolution with a
Human Face finds in Czechoslovakia’s experiences lessons of both inspiration and caution for people
in other countries striving to democratize their governments.
  crash course cold war transcript: Harry S. Truman Nicole L. Anslover, 2013-08-22 Harry S.
Truman presided over one of the most challenging times in American history—the end of World War
II and the onset of the Cold War. Thrust into the presidency after Franklin D. Roosevelt died in
office, Truman oversaw the transition to a new, post-war world in which the United States wielded
the influence of a superpower. With his humble beginnings and straightforward manner, Truman
was the personification of a typical American. As president, however, he dealt with decisions that
were anything but typical. His presidency saw the decision to drop the atomic bomb, the integration
of the military, and the development of an interventionist foreign policy aimed at ‘containing’
Communism, from providing aid in the Marshall Plan to entering the Korean War. In the post-Cold
War era, Harry S. Truman: The Coming of the Cold War provides insight into a pivotal moment in
history that laid the foundations of today’s politics and international relations. In this concise and
accessible biography, Nicole L. Anslover addresses the president’s political and personal life to
explore the lasting impact that Truman had on American society and America’s role in the world.



Supplemented by a diverse array of primary documents, including presidential addresses, private
letters, and political cartoons, this narrative presents a key American figure to students of history
and politics.
  crash course cold war transcript: The Evolution of US Army Tactical Doctrine, 1946-76
Robert A. Doughty, 1979 This paper focuses on the formulation of doctrine since World War II. In no
comparable period in history have the dimensions of the battlefield been so altered by rapid
technological changes. The need for the tactical doctrines of the Army to remain correspondingly
abreast of these changes is thus more pressing than ever before. Future conflicts are not likely to
develop in the leisurely fashions of the past where tactical doctrines could be refined on the
battlefield itself. It is, therefore, imperative that we apprehend future problems with as much
accuracy as possible. One means of doing so is to pay particular attention to the business of how the
Army's doctrine has developed historically, with a view to improving methods of future development.
  crash course cold war transcript: League of Denial Mark Fainaru-Wada, Steve Fainaru,
2014-08-26 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • The story of how the NFL, over a period of nearly
two decades, denied and sought to cover up mounting evidence of the connection between football
and brain damage “League of Denial may turn out to be the most influential sports-related book of
our time.”—The Boston Globe “Professional football players do not sustain frequent repetitive blows
to the brain on a regular basis.” So concluded the National Football League in a December 2005
scientific paper on concussions in America’s most popular sport. That judgment, implausible even to
a casual fan, also contradicted the opinion of a growing cadre of neuroscientists who worked in vain
to convince the NFL that it was facing a deadly new scourge: a chronic brain disease that was
driving an alarming number of players—including some of the all-time greats—to madness. In
League of Denial, award-winning ESPN investigative reporters Mark Fainaru-Wada and Steve
Fainaru tell the story of a public health crisis that emerged from the playing fields of our
twenty-first-century pastime. Everyone knows that football is violent and dangerous. But what the
players who built the NFL into a $10 billion industry didn’t know—and what the league sought to
shield from them—is that no amount of padding could protect the human brain from the force
generated by modern football, that the very essence of the game could be exposing these players to
brain damage. In a fast-paced narrative that moves between the NFL trenches, America’s research
labs, and the boardrooms where the NFL went to war against science, League of Denial examines
how the league used its power and resources to attack independent scientists and elevate its own
flawed research—a campaign with echoes of Big Tobacco’s fight to deny the connection between
smoking and lung cancer. It chronicles the tragic fates of players like Hall of Fame Pittsburgh
Steelers center Mike Webster, who was so disturbed at the time of his death he fantasized about
shooting NFL executives, and former San Diego Chargers great Junior Seau, whose diseased brain
became the target of an unseemly scientific battle between researchers and the NFL. Based on
exclusive interviews, previously undisclosed documents, and private emails, this is the story of what
the NFL knew and when it knew it—questions at the heart of a crisis that threatens football, from
the highest levels all the way down to Pop Warner.
  crash course cold war transcript: The Nazis Next Door Eric Lichtblau, 2014-10-28 A
Newsweek Best Book of the Year: “Captivating . . . rooted in first-rate research” (The New York
Times Book Review). In this New York Times bestseller, once-secret government records and
interviews tell the full story of the thousands of Nazis—from concentration camp guards to high-level
officers in the Third Reich—who came to the United States after World War II and quietly settled
into new lives. Many gained entry on their own as self-styled war “refugees.” But some had help
from the US government. The CIA, the FBI, and the military all put Hitler’s minions to work as spies,
intelligence assets, and leading scientists and engineers, whitewashing their histories. Only years
after their arrival did private sleuths and government prosecutors begin trying to identify the hidden
Nazis. Now, relying on a trove of newly disclosed documents and scores of interviews, Pulitzer
Prize–winning investigative reporter Eric Lichtblau reveals this little-known and “disturbing”
chapter of postwar history (Salon).



  crash course cold war transcript: The Last Empire Serhii Plokhy, 2015-09-08 The New York
Times bestselling author of The Gates of Europe offers “a stirring account of an extraordinary
moment” in Russian history (Wall Street Journal) On Christmas Day, 1991, President George H. W.
Bush addressed the nation to declare an American victory in the Cold War: earlier that day Mikhail
Gorbachev had resigned as the first and last Soviet president. The enshrining of that narrative, one
in which the end of the Cold War was linked to the disintegration of the Soviet Union and the
triumph of democratic values over communism, took center stage in American public discourse
immediately after Bush's speech and has persisted for decades -- with disastrous consequences for
American standing in the world. As prize-winning historian Serhii Plokhy reveals in The Last Empire,
the collapse of the Soviet Union was anything but the handiwork of the United States. Bush, in fact,
was firmly committed to supporting Gorbachev as he attempted to hold together the USSR in the
face of growing independence movements in its republics. Drawing on recently declassified
documents and original interviews with key participants, Plokhy presents a bold new interpretation
of the Soviet Union's final months, providing invaluable insight into the origins of the current
Russian-Ukrainian conflict and the outset of the most dangerous crisis in East-West relations since
the end of the Cold War. Winner of the Lionel Gelber Prize Winner of the Pushkin House Russian
Book Prize Choice Outstanding Academic Title BBC History Magazine Best History Book of the Year
  crash course cold war transcript: The Butter Battle Book: Read & Listen Edition Dr. Seuss,
2013-11-05 The Butter Battle Book, Dr. Seuss's classic cautionary tale, introduces readers to the
important lesson of respecting differences. The Yooks and Zooks share a love of buttered bread, but
animosity brews between the two groups because they prefer to enjoy the tasty treat differently. The
timeless and topical rhyming text is an ideal way to teach young children about the issues of
tolerance and respect. Whether in the home or in the classroom, The Butter Battle Book is a
must-have for readers of all ages. This Read & Listen edition contains audio narration.
  crash course cold war transcript: Economic Security: Neglected Dimension of National
Security ? National Defense University (U S ), National Defense University (U.S.), Institute for
National Strategic Studies (U S, Sheila R. Ronis, 2011-12-27 On August 24-25, 2010, the National
Defense University held a conference titled “Economic Security: Neglected Dimension of National
Security?” to explore the economic element of national power. This special collection of selected
papers from the conference represents the view of several keynote speakers and participants in six
panel discussions. It explores the complexity surrounding this subject and examines the major
elements that, interacting as a system, define the economic component of national security.
  crash course cold war transcript: Europe in the Contemporary World: 1900 to the
Present Bonnie G. Smith, 2020-12-10 This newly updated and improved edition of Bonnie G. Smith's
classic textbook provides the most authoritative history available of Europe in a global context
during the 20th and 21st centuries. It cleverly incorporates elements of political, social, cultural,
economic and intellectual history and presents an integrated history with detailed coverage right
across the continent. Including 131 images and 23 maps, Europe in the Contemporary World: 1900
to the Present is organized around key themes within a chronological chapter structure that is easy
to follow. Smith's balanced treatment of the subject allows for a comprehensive assessment of the
positive and negative developments in European history over the period, as well as the wider impact
of this in the world at large. The book also includes picture essays and document sections, which
provide variety and foreground the importance of primary sources, and useful end-of-chapter further
readings for students who wish to investigate specific topics in greater depth. The enhanced 2nd
edition contains: * A new chapter on the 21st-century issues that have challenged and continue to
challenge Europe * More material on globalization, the end of the Cold War, European
countercultures and various other topics * Historiographic updates throughout Europe in the
Contemporary World: 1900 to the Present is the definitive guide to Europe and its place in the world
since 1900 for students and scholars alike.
  crash course cold war transcript: The Columbia History of the 20th Century Richard W.
Bulliet, 1998 In the parade of highlights with which many have tried to sum up the twentieth



century, the overarching patterns and fundamental transformations often fail to come into focus. The
Columbia History of the 20th Century, however, is much more than a chronicle of the previous
century's front-page news. Instead, the book is a series of twenty-three linked interpretive essays on
the most significant developments in modern times--ranging from athletics to art, the economy to the
environment. Rather than presenting a linear narrative, each author uncovers patterns of worldwide
change. James Mayall, for example, writes on nationalism from the rise of European fascism to the
rise of Asian and African nations; Sheila Fitzpatrick traces the history of communism and socialism
in Moscow and Havana. In her chapter on women and gender, Rosalind Rosenberg covers the
progress of women's rights throughout the world, from Middle Eastern activism to the American
feminist movement. Jean-Marc Ran Oppenheim's history of sports traces the spread of Western
sports to all corners of the globe and the West's appropriation of such activities as martial arts. In
each, the important strands of history--events, ideas, leading figures, issues--come together to offer
an illuminating look at cultural connection, diffusion, and conflict, showing in stark relief how this
period has been unlike any preceding era of human history.
  crash course cold war transcript: The Betrayal Kim Christian Priemel, 2016 At the end of
World War II the Allies faced a threefold challenge: how to punish perpetrators of appalling crimes
for which the categories of genocide and crimes against humanity had to be coined; how to explain
that these had been committed by Germany, of all nations; and how to reform Germans. The Allied
answer to this conundrum was the application of historical reasoning to legal procedure. In the
thirteen Nuremberg trials held between 1945 and 1949, and in corresponding cases elsewhere, a
concerted effort was made to punish key perpetrators while at the same time providing a complex
analysis of the Nazi state and German history. Building on a long debate about Germany's
divergence from a presumed Western path of development, Allied prosecutors sketched a historical
trajectory which had led Germany to betray the Western model. Historical reasoning both accounted
for the moral breakdown of a civilised nation and rendered plausible arguments that this had indeed
been a collective failure rather than one of a small criminal clique. The prosecutors therefore
carefully laid out how institutions such as private enterprise, academic science, the military, or
bureaucracy, which looked ostensibly similar to their opposite numbers in the Allied nations, had
been corrupted in Germany even before Hitler's rise to power. While the argument, depending on
individual protagonists, subject matters, and contexts, met with uneven success in court, it offered a
final twist which was of obvious appeal in the Cold War to come: if Germany had lost its way, it could
still be brought back into the Western fold. The first comprehensive study of the Nuremberg trials,
The Betrayal thus also explores how history underpins transitional trials as we encounter them in
today's courtrooms from Arusha to The Hague.
  crash course cold war transcript: Killing Hope William Blum, 2022-07-14 In Killing Hope,
William Blum, author of the bestselling Rogue State: A Guide to the World's Only Superpower,
provides a devastating and comprehensive account of America's covert and overt military actions in
the world, all the way from China in the 1940s to the invasion of Iraq in 2003 and - in this updated
edition - beyond. Is the United States, as it likes to claim, a global force for democracy? Killing Hope
shows the answer to this question to be a resounding 'no'.
  crash course cold war transcript: The Collapse Mary Elise Sarotte, 2014-10-07 On the night
of November 9, 1989, massive crowds surged toward the Berlin Wall, drawn by an announcement
that caught the world by surprise: East Germans could now move freely to the West. The Wall --
infamous symbol of divided Cold War Europe -- seemed to be falling. But the opening of the gates
that night was not planned by the East German ruling regime -- nor was it the result of a bargain
between either Ronald Reagan or George H.W. Bush and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev. It was an
accident. In The Collapse, prize-winning historian Mary Elise Sarotte reveals how a perfect storm of
decisions made by daring underground revolutionaries, disgruntled Stasi officers, and dictatorial
party bosses sparked an unexpected series of events culminating in the chaotic fall of the Wall. With
a novelist's eye for character and detail, she brings to vivid life a story that sweeps across Budapest,
Prague, Dresden, and Leipzig and up to the armed checkpoints in Berlin. We meet the



revolutionaries Roland Jahn, Aram Radomski, and Siggi Schefke, risking it all to smuggle the truth
across the Iron Curtain; the hapless Politburo member GüSchabowski, mistakenly suggesting that
the Wall is open to a press conference full of foreign journalists, including NBC's Tom Brokaw; and
Stasi officer Harald Jär, holding the fort at the crucial border crossing that night. Soon, Brokaw
starts broadcasting live from Berlin's Brandenburg Gate, where the crowds are exulting in the
euphoria of newfound freedom -- and the dictators are plotting to restore control. Drawing on new
archival sources and dozens of interviews, The Collapse offers the definitive account of the night
that brought down the Berlin Wall.
  crash course cold war transcript: From World War to Cold War David Reynolds,
2006-02-23 The 1940s was probably the most dramatic and decisive decade of the 20th century. This
volume explores the Second World War and the origins of the Cold War from the vantage point of
two of the great powers of that era, Britain and the USA, and of their wartime leaders, Churchill and
Roosevelt. It also looks at their chequered relations with Stalin and at how the Grand Alliance
crumbled into an undesired Cold War. But this is not simply a story of top-level diplomacy. David
Reynolds explores the social and cultural implications of the wartime Anglo-American alliance,
particularly the impact of nearly three million GIs on British life, and reflects more generally on the
importance of cultural issues in the study of international history. This book persistently challenges
popular stereotypes - for instance on Churchill in 1940 or his Iron Curtain speech. It probes cliches
such as 'the special relationship' and even 'the Second World War'. And it offers new views of the
familiar, such as the Fall of France in 1940 or Franklin Roosevelt as 'the wheelchair president'.
Incisive and readable, written by a leading international historian, these essays encourage us to
rethink our understanding of this momentous period in world history.
  crash course cold war transcript: Global Crisis Geoffrey Parker, 2013-03-15 The acclaimed
historian demonstrates a link between climate change and social unrest across the globe during the
mid-17th century. Revolutions, droughts, famines, invasions, wars, regicides, government
collapses—the calamities of the mid-seventeenth century were unprecedented in both frequency and
severity. The effects of what historians call the General Crisis extended from England to Japan and
from the Russian Empire to sub-Saharan Africa and the Americas. In this meticulously researched
volume, historian Geoffrey Parker presents the firsthand testimony of men and women who
experienced the many political, economic, and social crises that occurred between 1618 to the late
1680s. He also incorporates the scientific evidence of climate change during this period into the
narrative, offering a strikingly new understanding of the General Crisis. Changes in weather
patterns, especially longer winters and cooler and wetter summers, disrupted growing seasons and
destroyed harvests. This in turn brought hunger, malnutrition, and disease; and as material
conditions worsened, wars, rebellions, and revolutions rocked the world.
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