
chicken tractor plans
chicken tractor plans are essential for backyard poultry enthusiasts aiming
to provide their flock with a safe, mobile, and efficient living environment.
This comprehensive guide covers everything you need to know about chicken
tractor plans, including their benefits, key design features, material
selection, step-by-step building instructions, and practical tips for usage.
Whether you want to build a compact chicken tractor for a small yard or a
larger mobile coop for a bigger flock, this article offers expert advice,
practical insights, and helpful ideas to ensure your project is a success.
Explore detailed design considerations, learn about the advantages of chicken
tractors for both chickens and gardens, and discover inspiration for creating
your own cost-effective and functional chicken tractor.
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Understanding Chicken Tractor Plans

Chicken tractor plans are detailed blueprints or instructions for building a
portable chicken coop that allows your flock to graze on fresh pasture while
staying protected from predators. Unlike stationary coops, chicken tractors
are designed to be moved around your yard or farm, providing chickens with
new areas to forage and fertilize. These plans can vary widely, from simple
DIY setups for a handful of hens to more elaborate designs for larger flocks.
By following well-crafted chicken tractor plans, poultry keepers can ensure
their birds remain healthy, productive, and secure.



Key Benefits of Chicken Tractors

Adopting chicken tractor plans comes with numerous advantages for both
chickens and their keepers. Portable coops not only enhance the welfare of
backyard chickens but also offer environmental and practical benefits.

Healthier Chickens

A chicken tractor gives birds regular access to fresh grass, insects, and
sunlight. This natural diet improves their nutrition, strengthens immunity,
and promotes more active, contented chickens.

Fertilization and Pest Control

As the tractor is moved, chickens naturally fertilize and aerate the soil
with their droppings and scratching. This contributes to healthier lawns and
gardens while helping control pests such as ticks, grubs, and beetles.

Predator Protection

Chicken tractor plans typically include secure enclosures with wire mesh to
protect birds from common predators like raccoons, foxes, and hawks. Mobile
coops reduce the risk of predators establishing patterns around a stationary
coop.

Efficient Space Utilization

Portable coops make it possible to raise chickens even in small yards. They
maximize available space by allowing owners to rotate chickens through
different areas, reducing wear and overgrazing.

Improved chicken health from fresh pasture access

Natural fertilization and soil aeration

Reduced pest populations

Lower feed bills due to foraging

Enhanced safety from predators



Essential Design Features

Successful chicken tractor plans incorporate several critical design elements
to ensure the safety, comfort, and mobility of your flock. Understanding
these features is key to building a functional and durable mobile coop.

Lightweight Yet Sturdy Frame

A chicken tractor must be light enough to move easily while strong enough to
withstand weather and predators. Common framing materials include wood, PVC,
and metal tubing, each chosen for their balance of weight and durability.

Secure Enclosure and Ventilation

Plans often call for hardware cloth or welded wire mesh instead of standard
chicken wire, as these materials offer superior protection. Adequate
ventilation is essential for flock health, so look for plans with screened
windows or mesh panels that ensure fresh airflow without drafts.

Weather Protection

Most chicken tractor plans include a covered area or small coop where
chickens can shelter from rain, wind, and harsh sun. Roofing materials may
range from metal panels to waterproof tarps.

Easy Mobility

Wheels or skids are standard features in chicken tractor designs. These allow
one person to move the tractor easily, ensuring chickens always have access
to clean grazing areas.

Nesting Boxes and Roosts

Many plans incorporate nesting boxes for egg laying and roosting bars for
sleeping. These features are essential for the comfort and productivity of
laying hens.



Choosing the Right Materials

Selecting quality materials is vital when following chicken tractor plans.
Materials impact the durability, weight, and maintenance requirements of your
mobile coop.

Framing Materials

Choose rot-resistant wood like cedar or treated lumber for longevity. PVC
piping is lightweight and easy to assemble, while galvanized steel tubing
offers excellent durability for larger designs.

Enclosure and Roofing

Use hardware cloth or welded wire mesh for predator-proofing the run. For the
roof, options include corrugated metal sheets, UV-resistant polycarbonate
panels, or heavy-duty plastic tarps. Ensure all materials are weather-
resistant and safe for animals.

Hardware and Fasteners

Opt for galvanized screws and bolts to prevent rust. Heavy-duty hinges,
latches, and handles make moving and accessing the tractor easier and more
secure.

Step-by-Step Guide to Building a Chicken
Tractor

Following a clear process ensures your chicken tractor plans lead to a
sturdy, functional finished product. Below is a general overview to guide
your construction project.

Gather Materials and Tools: Review your chosen chicken tractor plans and1.
source all necessary lumber, wire mesh, hardware, wheels or skids, and
roofing materials. Have tools like a saw, drill, screwdriver, and
measuring tape ready.

Build the Frame: Assemble the base and sidewalls according to your2.
plan's dimensions, ensuring the structure is square and stable. Attach
supports as indicated for strength.



Add the Enclosure: Secure hardware cloth or welded wire mesh to the3.
frame, covering all open sides except for the door and roof areas.

Install the Roof: Attach your chosen roofing material, ensuring it4.
provides adequate shelter and is sloped to shed water.

Fit Wheels or Skids: Affix wheels or slide rails to the base for5.
mobility. Test to confirm the tractor moves smoothly and easily.

Install Doors and Access Points: Build secure doors for chicken access6.
and egg collection. Use predator-proof latches for safety.

Add Interior Features: Attach roosting bars and nesting boxes as7.
specified in your plans. Ensure they are accessible and comfortable for
your hens.

Inspect and Test: Check the entire structure for sharp edges, gaps, or8.
loose fittings. Place your chickens inside and monitor their adjustment
to the new tractor.

Popular Chicken Tractor Plan Ideas

Chicken tractor plans come in many shapes and sizes to suit different needs.
Here are some popular styles to inspire your project.

A-Frame Chicken Tractor

A-frame designs are lightweight and simple to build, making them ideal for
beginners. Their sloped sides provide good weather protection and natural
runoff.

Hoop-Style Chicken Tractor

Hoop tractors use flexible PVC or metal hoops covered with mesh and a tarp
roof. They are quick to assemble and offer excellent ventilation and space.

Cube or Rectangular Chicken Tractor

Rectangular tractors maximize interior space and are easy to customize with
additional features like attached feeders, waterers, and larger nesting
areas.



Mini Chicken Tractor

For small urban yards, mini tractors accommodate two to four hens and fit
easily in limited spaces while offering all the benefits of mobility.

Maintenance and Best Practices

Proper maintenance ensures your chicken tractor remains safe, clean, and
functional for years. Adhering to best practices improves flock health and
extends the life of your mobile coop.

Regular Cleaning

Clean bedding, nesting boxes, and roosts regularly to prevent odor and
disease. Move the tractor frequently to provide fresh ground and minimize
waste buildup.

Predator Checks

Inspect the structure for any signs of wear, loose hardware, or gaps where
predators could enter. Replace damaged mesh or wood promptly.

Seasonal Adjustments

Add extra insulation or windbreaks in winter, and provide extra shade and
ventilation during hot months. Monitor your flock for stress and adjust as
needed.

Frequently Asked Questions

When considering chicken tractor plans, several common questions arise
regarding design, construction, and use. The following Q&A addresses the most
frequently asked queries to help guide your project.



Q: What is the ideal size for a chicken tractor?
A: The ideal size depends on your flock. Allow at least 8–10 square feet per
chicken for the run area and 2–4 square feet per bird inside the covered
shelter. Adjust the design if you have larger breeds or plan to house more
chickens.

Q: How often should I move my chicken tractor?
A: Move the tractor daily or every few days, depending on how quickly your
chickens graze and soil the area. Regular movement prevents overgrazing,
reduces odor, and provides your flock with fresh forage.

Q: Can I use a chicken tractor year-round?
A: Yes, but you may need to make seasonal adjustments. In winter, add
insulation or windbreaks to protect against cold. In summer, ensure adequate
shade and ventilation to prevent overheating.

Q: What materials are best for predator-proofing a
chicken tractor?
A: Hardware cloth or welded wire mesh are the most effective materials for
securing your tractor. Avoid standard chicken wire, as it can be breached by
some predators.

Q: Do chicken tractors require a floor?
A: Most chicken tractors have open flooring to allow chickens to access the
ground for foraging. Ensure the tractor is moved regularly to prevent damage
to your lawn and to control parasites.

Q: Are chicken tractor plans suitable for urban
backyards?
A: Many chicken tractor plans are designed for small spaces, making them
ideal for urban and suburban backyards. Always check local regulations before
keeping chickens.

Q: How many chickens can a typical chicken tractor
hold?
A: A standard backyard chicken tractor can house 2–8 hens, depending on the
tractor’s dimensions and the breed size. Larger tractors can be built for
bigger flocks.



Q: How much does it cost to build a chicken tractor?
A: Costs vary by design and materials, but most DIY chicken tractor plans can
be completed for $100–$400. Using repurposed or recycled materials can reduce
expenses.

Q: Can I add wheels to an existing chicken coop to
make it a tractor?
A: Yes, many stationary coops can be converted by adding wheels or skids and
reinforcing the structure for mobility. Ensure the coop remains stable and
secure during movement.

Q: What are the main advantages of using chicken
tractor plans over a stationary coop?
A: Chicken tractor plans offer mobility, improved flock health, natural
fertilization, reduced pest populations, and efficient space utilization,
making them a practical choice for modern poultry keepers.
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Understanding the Benefits of a Chicken Tractor

Before we jump into the chicken tractor plans, let's explore why a mobile coop is such a fantastic
choice for backyard poultry keepers. A chicken tractor offers numerous advantages over a stationary
coop:

Rotational Grazing: This is the key benefit! Moving your tractor allows your chickens to graze fresh
pasture daily, enriching the soil with their droppings and preventing overgrazing in one area. This
also minimizes parasite buildup.

Pest and Predator Control: Regular relocation minimizes the build-up of parasites and pests in a
single location. It also makes it more difficult for predators to target your flock.

Simplified Cleaning: Cleaning is a breeze! Simply move the tractor to a new location and allow the
previous area to rest and recover.

Improved Pasture Health: Chicken manure acts as a natural fertilizer, enriching the soil and
promoting healthy grass growth.

Cost-Effective: While initial construction requires time and materials, building your own chicken
tractor is often significantly cheaper than buying a pre-built coop.

Choosing the Right Chicken Tractor Design: Plans for Every
Need

Several chicken tractor plans are available, each with its own advantages and disadvantages.
Consider these popular options:

1. The Simple A-Frame: This design is ideal for beginners. It's straightforward to build, requiring
minimal tools and materials. The A-frame provides a sturdy, slanted roof for protection from the
elements.

2. The Rectangular Design: Offers more space and allows for different internal configurations. This
style can easily be expanded to accommodate a larger flock.

3. The Three-Sided Design: This popular design provides ample protection from the elements while
still offering excellent visibility for the chickens. It's often easy to incorporate nesting boxes and
roosting bars.

4. The Modified Trailer Design: For those with larger yards or needing extra mobility, this design
utilizes a trailer base, allowing you to easily move the tractor with a lawn tractor or ATV.



Essential Features to Include in Your Chicken Tractor Plans

No matter which design you choose, these crucial features are essential for a functional and safe
chicken tractor:

Secure Run: The enclosure must be predator-proof, using sturdy wire mesh with small enough gaps
to prevent escape and keep out predators.

Adequate Ventilation: Proper ventilation is crucial to prevent ammonia buildup and maintain a
healthy environment.

Easy Access: Design your tractor with easy access for cleaning, egg collection, and tending to your
flock. This could involve hinged doors or removable panels.

Roosts and Nesting Boxes: Provide comfortable roosting bars and nesting boxes for your hens.

Wheels or Skids: These allow for easy movement of the tractor across your yard.

Materials and Tools for Your Chicken Tractor Project

The materials you'll need depend on your chosen chicken tractor plans, but generally include:

Lumber: Pressure-treated lumber is ideal for durability.
Wire Mesh: Choose sturdy poultry netting or hardware cloth.
Hinges and Latches: Secure and reliable hardware is essential.
Wheels or Skids: For mobility.
Screws and Nails: Galvanized fasteners are recommended for outdoor use.

The necessary tools include a saw, drill, hammer, measuring tape, and possibly a screwdriver.

Cost-Effective Construction Tips

Building a chicken tractor can be surprisingly affordable. Here are some tips to keep costs down:

Source reclaimed lumber: Check local salvage yards or construction sites for free or discounted
lumber.
Purchase materials in bulk: Buying materials in larger quantities can often lead to significant
savings.
Utilize recycled materials: Get creative and repurpose pallets, old containers, or other materials.



Conclusion

Building your own chicken tractor is a rewarding project that offers numerous benefits. By carefully
considering the chicken tractor plans, choosing the right design, and incorporating the essential
features, you can create a safe, comfortable, and efficient mobile coop for your feathered friends.
Enjoy fresh eggs, a thriving flock, and a healthier lawn!

FAQs

1. How big should my chicken tractor be? The size depends on your flock size. Allow approximately 4
square feet per chicken.

2. What type of wire mesh is best for a chicken tractor? Hardware cloth with small openings (½ inch
or less) is recommended to prevent predators and escape.

3. How often should I move my chicken tractor? Aim to move it every 2-3 days, depending on pasture
conditions and flock size.

4. Can I build a chicken tractor without prior construction experience? Yes, many simple designs are
beginner-friendly. Start with a basic A-frame design for your first project.

5. Where can I find free chicken tractor plans online? Many free plans are available on websites like
Pinterest, Instructables, and various poultry-keeping blogs. Always carefully review plans before
starting your project.

  chicken tractor plans: Stress-free Chicken Tractor Plans John Suscovich, 2016 Inside these
pages, you will find step-by-step instructions for a mobile broiler chicken shelter for pastured poultry
that is used by farmers and homesteaders all over the country. Raising chickens on grass provides
them with a healthy lifestyle and a delicious flavor. You can raise just enough of them to feed your
family or scale up to include pastured poultry as a profitable part of your farm business. John
Suscovich has raised thousands of chickens using these mobile shelters, a main enterprise on his
farm in Connecticut. These chicken tractors were created using the best elements from other
designs. They are easy to move and provide a good life for the chickens. With a little bit of creativity,
they can also be modified for seasonal egg-layer housing, rabbits, ducks and forts for your kids. Not
only does this book contain the plans and supply list to build your first chicken tractor, but it gives
you some insight into how to use it and what mindset you should have if you are to become a happy
and successful farmer. John also walks you through the light carpentry skills you need to build these
chicken tractors and teaches you the most commonly used knots on a farm. You may learn these
skills for this project, but you’ll be able to apply them on your farm for years to come.--Page [4] of
cover.
  chicken tractor plans: Fresh Eggs Daily Lisa Steele, 2013 More than ever, Americans care
about the quality and safety of the food they eat. They're bringing back an American tradition:
raising their own backyard chickens for eggs and companionship. And they care about the quality of
life of their chickens. Fresh Eggs Daily is an authoritative, accessible guide to coops, nesting boxes,



runs, breeding, feed, and natural health care with time-tested remedies. The author promotes the
benefits of keeping chickens happy and well-occupied, and in optimal health, free of chemicals and
antibiotics. She emphasizes the therapeutic value of herbs and natural supplements to maintaining a
healthy environment for your chickens. Includes many recipes and 8 easy DIY projects for the coop
and run. Full color photos throughout. The USDA's new study of urban chicken raising sees a 400%
increase in backyard chickens over the next 5 years, driven by younger adults.
  chicken tractor plans: Stress-free Chicken Tractor Plans John Suscovich, 2016 Inside these
pages, you will find step-by-step instructions for a mobile broiler chicken shelter for pastured poultry
that is used by farmers and homesteaders all over the country. Raising chickens on grass provides
them with a healthy lifestyle and a delicious flavor. You can raise just enough of them to feed your
family or scale up to include pastured poultry as a profitable part of your farm business. John
Suscovich has raised thousands of chickens using these mobile shelters, a main enterprise on his
farm in Connecticut. These chicken tractors were created using the best elements from other
designs. They are easy to move and provide a good life for the chickens. With a little bit of creativity,
they can also be modified for seasonal egg-layer housing, rabbits, ducks and forts for your kids. Not
only does this book contain the plans and supply list to build your first chicken tractor, but it gives
you some insight into how to use it and what mindset you should have if you are to become a happy
and successful farmer. John also walks you through the light carpentry skills you need to build these
chicken tractors and teaches you the most commonly used knots on a farm. You may learn these
skills for this project, but you'll be able to apply them on your farm for years to come.
  chicken tractor plans: Backyard Chickens' Guide to Coops and Tractors Members of Backyard
Chickens.com, 2011-08-01 Keeping chickens isn't just for farms! The backyard chicken revolution
has coops popping up in neighborhoods all over. Home-raised chickens provide a great source of
superior, organic eggs that are as close as your backyard. Chickens also make good pets and provide
free fertilizer—and lots of fun. Backyard Chickens Guide offers plans and photos for 16 custom coops
built by real chicken owners, (including three portable designs known as tractors). Read their stories
and learn from their experiences, then head out to the backyard to start your own flock.
  chicken tractor plans: Chicken Tractor Andrew W. Lee, Andy Lee, Patricia Foreman, 2004-06
A chicken tractor is a bottomless portable pen that fits over your garden beds. Just set it wherever
you need help in your garden. The chickens peck and scratch the soil to clean your beds, eat pest
bugs and weed seeds, and fertilize the beds with their manure. Best of all, they provide eggs and
meat with that old-fashioned flavor and homegrown goodness. This is a revolutionary practical book
for gardeners and poultry growers. it has already helped thousands of gardeners have better
gardens and has literally changed the lives of millions of chickens all over the world.--COVER.
  chicken tractor plans: Building Chicken Coops For Dummies Todd Brock, David Zook,
Robert T. Ludlow, 2018-11-28 Building Chicken Coops For Dummies (9781119543923) was
previously published as Building Chicken Coops For Dummies (9780470598962). While this version
features a new Dummies cover and design, the content is the same as the prior release and should
not be considered a new or updated product. As the popularity of urban homesteading and
sustainable living increases, it’s no wonder you’re in need of trusted, practical guidance on how to
properly house the chickens you’re planning (or have already begun) to keep. Building Chicken
Coops For Dummies gives you the information you need to build the most cost-efficient, safe, and
easy-on-the-eye enclosures for your backyard flock. This practical guide gives you easy-to-follow and
customizable plans for building the backyard chicken coop that works best for you. You’ll get the
basic construction know-how and key information you need to design and build a coop tailored to
your flock, whether you live in a small city loft, a suburban backyard, or a small rural farm. Includes
detailed material lists, instructions, and schematic plans for building a host of different chicken
coops Step-by-step guidance on how to build a coop—or design your own Accessible for every level
of reader Whether you’re just beginning to gain an interest in a back-to-basics lifestyle or looking to
add more attractive and efficient coops to your current flock‘s digs, Building Chicken Coops For
Dummies gives you everything you need to build a winning coop!



  chicken tractor plans: The Prairie Homestead Cookbook Jill Winger, 2019-04-02 Jill Winger,
creator of the award-winning blog The Prairie Homestead, introduces her debut The Prairie
Homestead Cookbook, including 100+ delicious, wholesome recipes made with fresh ingredients to
bring the flavors and spirit of homestead cooking to any kitchen table. With a foreword by
bestselling author Joel Salatin The Pioneer Woman Cooks meets 100 Days of Real Food, on the
Wyoming prairie. While Jill produces much of her own food on her Wyoming ranch, you don’t have to
grow all—or even any—of your own food to cook and eat like a homesteader. Jill teaches people how
to make delicious traditional American comfort food recipes with whole ingredients and shows that
you don’t have to use obscure items to enjoy this lifestyle. And as a busy mother of three, Jill knows
how to make recipes easy and delicious for all ages. Jill takes you on an insightful and delicious
journey of becoming a homesteader. This book is packed with so much easy to follow, practical,
hands-on information about steps you can take towards integrating homesteading into your life. It is
packed full of exciting and mouth-watering recipes and heartwarming stories of her unique
adventure into homesteading. These recipes are ones I know I will be using regularly in my kitchen. -
Eve Kilcher These 109 recipes include her family’s favorites, with maple-glazed pork chops,
butternut Alfredo pasta, and browned butter skillet corn. Jill also shares 17 bonus recipes for
homemade sauces, salt rubs, sour cream, and the like—staples that many people are surprised to
learn you can make yourself. Beyond these recipes, The Prairie Homestead Cookbook shares the
tools and tips Jill has learned from life on the homestead, like how to churn your own butter, feed a
family on a budget, and experience all the fulfilling satisfaction of a DIY lifestyle.
  chicken tractor plans: The Fresh Eggs Daily Cookbook Lisa Steele, 2022-02-15 Fresh Eggs
Daily blogger Steele lays down as many tips and recipes as her chickens do eggs in this innovative
and plucky collection.... This will be hard to beat. – Publishers Weekly (Starred Review) Lisa Steele,
fifth-generation chicken keeper and founder of the popular blog Fresh Eggs Daily, knows a thing or
two about eggs. And she’s ready to show you just how easy and delicious it can be to make eggs a
staple of every meal. First, Lisa will tell you everything you don’t know about eggs—such as what the
different labels on grocery store egg cartons mean—and bust some common egg myths. From there,
she provides you with foundational techniques for cooking with eggs, including steaming, grilling,
baking, and frying. And finally, Lisa shares her go-to recipes for everything from breakfast staples,
like eggs Benedict and a classic French trifold “omelette,” to breads, sandwiches, beverages, snacks,
soups, salads, pasta, cakes, pies, and condiments. You’ll encounter a wide variety of both sweet and
savory dishes with Lisa’s unique twists. Read The Fresh Eggs Daily Cookbook to discover new and
exciting ways to incorporate fresh eggs into your cooking and baking repertoire each and every day.
  chicken tractor plans: Pastured Poultry Profits Joel Salatin, 1993 A proven production
model is described, which is capable of producing an income from a small acreage of equal or
superior to that of off-farm jobs.
  chicken tractor plans: Free-Range Chicken Gardens Jessi Bloom, 2012-03-21 “If your
garden fantasies involve chickens, Jessi Bloom is here to make those dreams come true.” —The New
York Times Many gardeners fear chickens will peck away at their landscape. But you can keep
chickens and have a beautiful garden, too! In this essential handbook, award-winning garden
designer Jessi Bloom offers step-by-step instructions for creating a beautiful and functional space
while maintaining a happy, healthy flock. Free-Range Chicken Gardens covers everything a gardener
needs to know, from the basics of chicken keeping and creating the perfect chicken-friendly garden
design to building innovative coops.
  chicken tractor plans: DIY Chicken Keeping from Fresh Eggs Daily Lisa Steele, 2020-02-11
Build a better life for your chickens! Join Lisa Steele, chicken keeper extraordinaire and founder of
Fresh Eggs Daily, to learn how to build just about everything you might need for your coop, run, or
farmhouse kitchen. Whether you're a DIY novice looking for an easy win or a more experienced
builder looking for chicken-specific projects, you've come to the right place! The chapters are
packed with a variety of ideas, covering every skill level: The Basics: Lisa will tell you what tools you
absolutely need, the ins and outs of pallets, and a few special skills, like how to transfer lettered



designs to wood. Quick and Easy Projects: Get started with projects that take minutes or hours, not
days! From a decorative cutting board coop sign and paned window coop mirror to more functional
projects like a clothespin herb drying rack and dropping board, you're sure to find the right starter
project. Handy Projects: Ready to take on a slightly more challenging build? Try the removable coop
ladder roost, boot tree stand, feed dolly, chick-sized jungle gym, or chicken-proof herb garden. Pallet
Projects: What's better than DIY projects? DIY projects made from free wood! Use pallets in all
forms (whole, partial, and boards) for the projects in this chapter. Make a coop tool holder, chick
roosting bar, swinging bench, feeding station, coop shutters, compost bin, and so much more.
Weekend Projects: More time doesn't necessarily mean frustrating or too difficult. The ambitious,
yet easy-to-follow, projects in this chapter include a sliding barn coop door, a-frame integration pen,
and a roadside egg stand. No matter what you need for the coop—or what your chickens might want
you to build first!—you're sure to have fun as you create a coop and run that's the envy of your
neighbor's flock.
  chicken tractor plans: Anyone Can Build a Tub-Style Mechanical Chicken Plucker Herrick
Kimball, 2003-05-01 This book tells small-farm and backyard poultry producers how to easily build
an inexpensive professional-style Whizbang tub plucker. The Whizbang plucker will strip feathers
(pinfeathers too) off scalded chickens, turkeys, ducks, and geese with the simple flip of a switch. It
takes about 15 seconds to completely pluck the birds. The reader need not be a welder, engineer or
machinest to build a Whizbang plucker--basic carpentry skills are all that's needed. A Resources
chapter at the end of the book tells the reader where to find needed parts.
  chicken tractor plans: Poultry House Construction Michael Roberts, 1997 This is a
do-it-yourself guide to building poultry houses and allied equipment. It discusses the needs of the
various types of fowl, and gives detailed plans and material lists for building coops, nest boxes, runs,
arks, folds, a show box and a poultry palace.
  chicken tractor plans: Chickens in the Road Suzanne McMinn, 2013-10-08 Suzanne McMinn, a
former romance writer and founder of the popular blog chickensintheroad.com, shares the story of
her search to lead a life of ordinary splendor in Chickens in the Road, her inspiring and funny
memoir. Craving a life that would connect her to the earth and her family roots, McMinn packed up
her three kids, left her husband and her sterile suburban existence behind, and moved to rural West
Virginia. Amid the rough landscape and beauty of this rural mountain country, she pursues a natural
lifestyle filled with chickens, goats, sheep—and no pizza delivery. With her new life comes an
unexpected new love—52, a man as beguiling and enigmatic as his nickname—a turbulent romance
that reminds her that peace and fulfillment can be found in the wake of heartbreak. Coping with
formidable challenges, including raising a trio of teenagers, milking stubborn cows, being snowed in
with no heat, and making her own butter, McMinn realizes that she’s living a forty-something’s
coming-of-age story. As she dares to become self-reliant and embrace her independence, she
reminds us that life is a bold adventure—if we’re willing to live it. Chickens in the Road includes
more than 20 recipes, craft projects, and McMinn’s photography, and features a special two-color
design.
  chicken tractor plans: Pastured Poultry Packet #1 John Suscovich, 2017-03 Pastured
Poultry Packet #1 walks you through the decisions you will make and the money you will spend to
start your pastured poultry operation. Then through an easy to follow format we determine what
each chicken is going to cost you to raise.
  chicken tractor plans: Hatching & Brooding Your Own Chicks Gail Damerow, 2013-04-12
Gail Damerow shows you how to incubate, hatch, and brood baby chickens, ducklings, goslings,
turkey poults, and guinea keets. With advice on everything from selecting a breed and choosing the
best incubator to feeding and caring for newborn chicks in a brooder, this comprehensive guide also
covers issues like embryo development, panting chicks, and a variety of common birth defects.
Whether you want to hatch three eggs or one hundred, you’ll find all the information you need to
make your poultry-raising operation a success.
  chicken tractor plans: Simple Solar Homesteading LaMar Alexander, 2008 This book is for



anyone who is thinking about or already living off grid and wants to learn how to build simple solar
homesteading projects to make life easier. Included in this book are complete plans for several
projects and all plans include pictures, step by step directions, cost and material list. Also included is
an invaluable resource list for homesteaders to find just about anything they need under the sun. 1.
a sturdy solar cabin for under $2000 2. a solar panel and generator energy system for under $1000
3. a solar composting toilet for under $50 4. a solar batch water heater for under $50 5. a solar food
dehydrator for under $50 6. a super solar oven for under $50 7. a sturdy garden cart for under $50
8. a portable chicken tractor for under $50 x. resource and vendor list for all kinds of homesteading
supplies.--Publisher's description.
  chicken tractor plans: How to Build Chicken Coops Samantha Johnson, Daniel Johnson,
2019-01-08 This revised and expanded edition of How to Build Chicken Coops—one of the
best-selling titles in Voyageur's successful series licensed by Future Farmers of America
(FFA)—provides complete and easy-to-follow instructions on building a coop, including 16 pages of
new content. Voyageur's acclaimed FFA-licensed series has helped countless first-time animal
owners confidently care for their new companions. How to Build Chicken Coops provides answers in
a one-stop reference so chicken owners don't have to waste time searching online for advice.
Whether readers are involved in the FFA, interested in starting an urban or suburban flock, or just
curious about country living or urban farming, raising chickens is a great way to get started. And,
when you build your own coop, you can make customizations to meet your specific needs and save
money at the same time! Beautifully designed and authoritatively written, How to Build Chicken
Coops is a trusted guide to new chicken keepers of all ages. Inside, readers will find more than just a
collection of plans, but a compendium of the background and insider information for chicken owners.
How much space will you need? What is dust bathing? How many nest boxes and windows will your
coop need? How much will it cost? What steps do you need to take to keep your chickens safe from
predators? Expanded and redesigned to appeal even more to middle and high school age
enthusiasts, How to Build Chicken Coops takes the guesswork out of building a safe and comfortable
home that's just right for your flock of chickens.
  chicken tractor plans: Steamy Kitchen Cookbook Jaden Hair, 2012-03-13 You will absolutely
love the 101 Asian recipes in this easy-to-use cookbook. This engaging cookbook includes dozens
upon dozens of full-proof Asian recipes that are quick and easy to do--all in time for tonight's supper!
The recipes will appeal to Americans' growing interest in Asian cuisines and a taste for foods that
range from pot stickers to bulgogi burgers and from satay to summer rolls. Whether you're hurrying
to get a weekday meal on the table for family or entertaining on the weekend, author and blogger
(steamykitchen.com) Jaden Hair will walk you through the steps of creating fresh, delicious Asian
meals without fuss. In an accessible style and a good splash of humor, Jaden takes the trauma out of
preparing foreign Asian recipes. With Jaden's guiding hand, you'll find it both simple and fun to
recreate Asian flavors in your own kitchen and to share the excitement of fresh Asian food with your
family and friends! Asian recipes include: Firecracker Shrimp Pork & Mango Potstickers Quick
Vietnamese Chicken Pho Beer Steamed Shrimp with Garlic Korean BBQ-style Burgers Maridel's
Chicken Adobo Simple Baby Bok Choy and Snow Peas Chinese Sausage Fried Rice Grilled Bananas
with Chocolate and Toasted Coconut Flakes
  chicken tractor plans: Gardening with Chickens Lisa Steele, 2016-11-04 There's no need to
choose between chicken keeping and gardening! This book includes a variety of strategies, garden
designs, and tips for integrating two popular hobbies.
  chicken tractor plans: The Food Babe Way Vani Hari, 2015-02-10 Eliminate toxins from your
diet and transform the way you feel in just 21 days with this national bestseller full of shopping lists,
meal plans, and mouth-watering recipes. Did you know that your fast food fries contain a chemical
used in Silly Putty? Or that a juicy peach sprayed heavily with pesticides could be triggering your
body to store fat? When we go to the supermarket, we trust that all our groceries are safe to eat. But
much of what we're putting into our bodies is either tainted with chemicals or processed in a way
that makes us gain weight, feel sick, and age before our time. Luckily, Vani Hari -- aka the Food



Babe -- has got your back. A food activist who has courageously put the heat on big food companies
to disclose ingredients and remove toxic additives from their products, Hari has made it her life's
mission to educate the world about how to live a clean, organic, healthy lifestyle in an
overprocessed, contaminated-food world, and how to look and feel fabulous while doing it. In The
Food Babe Way, Hari invites you to follow an easy and accessible plan that will transform the way
you feel in three weeks. Learn how to: Remove unnatural chemicals from your diet Rid your body of
toxins Lose weight without counting calories Restore your natural glow Including anecdotes of her
own transformation along with easy-to-follow shopping lists, meal plans, and tantalizing recipes, The
Food Babe Way will empower you to change your food, change your body, and change the world.
  chicken tractor plans: Durable Trades Rory Groves, 2020-11-12 With over thirty thousand
occupations currently in existence, workers today face a bewildering array of careers from which to
choose, and upon which to center their lives. But there is more at stake than just a paycheck. For too
long, work has driven a wedge between families, dividing husband from wife, father from son,
mother from daughter, and family from home. Building something that will last requires a radically
different approach than is common or encouraged today. In Durable Trades, Groves uncovers
family-centered professions that have endured the worst upheavals in history--including the
Industrial Revolution--and continue to thrive today. Through careful research and thoughtful
commentary, Groves offers another way forward to those looking for a more durable future. Winner,
2020 Silver Nautilus Award Finalist, 2020 Midwest Book Award
  chicken tractor plans: Chicken DIY Samantha Johnson, 2019-05-01 The popularity of
egg-laying chickens is on the rise. Sustainable and fun, raising chickens is one of the most
interesting and rewarding backyard hobbies you can find. In Chicken DIY, aspiring chicken farmers
will find creative plans and easy-to-follow construction tips for making a safe and healthy
environment for their fine-feathered friends. Veteran farmers and poultry enthusiasts Samantha and
Daniel Johnson provide complete and easy-to-follow instructions for 20 essential projects, from coops
and feeders to runs, ramps, roosts, and incubators. Clear step-by-step color photographs guide the
reader through each hands-on project. Inside Chicken DIY How to prepare and build a safe and
healthy environment for your backyard flock 20 hands-on projects for chicken coops, roosts, runs,
ramps, feeders, waterers, nest boxes, egg incubators, and more Clear step-by-step color
photographs Overview of the basic tools and skills needed to complete each project Complete,
thorough, and easy-to-follow instructions Why DIY? section explains the positive benefits and
satisfaction of building things yourself Bonus chapter takes a fascinating look at the history of
chicken-keeping and DIY chicken projects through history
  chicken tractor plans: The Chicken Encyclopedia Gail Damerow, 2012-03-01 From addled to
wind egg and crossed beak to zygote, the terminology of everything chicken is demystified in The
Chicken Encyclopedia. Complete with breed descriptions, common medical concerns, and plenty of
chicken trivia, this illustrated A-to-Z reference guide is both informative and entertaining. Covering
tail types, breeding, molting, communication, and much more, Gail Damerow provides answers to all
of your chicken questions and quandaries. Even seasoned chicken farmers are sure to discover new
information about the multifaceted world of these fascinating birds.
  chicken tractor plans: The Odessa File Frederick Forsyth, 2008-09-30 Can you forgive the
past? It's 1963 and a young German reporter has been assigned the suicide of a holocaust survivor.
The news story seems straighforward, this is a tragic insight into one man's suffering. But a long
hidden secret is discovered in the pages of the dead man's diary. What follows is life-and-death hunt
for a notorious former concentration camp-commander, a man responsible for the deaths of
thousands, a man as yet unpunished.
  chicken tractor plans: The Homesteader's Natural Chicken Keeping Handbook Amy K.
Fewell, 2019-05-01 TheHomesteader’s Natural Chicken Keeping Handbook is the modern
homesteader’s guide to raising, feeding, breeding, selling, and enjoying the noblest animal on the
farm—the chicken. From the rooster’s crow in the morning, to the warm egg in the nesting box,
chickens are the gateway livestock for almost every homesteader and backyard farm enthusiast. In



this book, you’ll learn everything you need to know about raising chickens naturally. Fewell guides
you in: understanding why chickens do what they do creating your very own poultry or egg business
preventing and treating ailments with herbal remedies setting up your property, coop, and brooder
hatching chicks purchasing chickens properly cooking delicious recipes with your farm fresh eggs
and poultry. This is heritage chicken keeping skills 101, with a modern twist. Not only will you gain
knowledge about naturally keeping chickens through every stage of their lives, but you’ll fully
embrace the joy and ease of raising all-natural chickens on your homestead.
  chicken tractor plans: Big Chickens Fly the Coop Leslie Helakoski, 2008-01-24 The four big
chickens who were afraid of everything in their wellreceived debut, Big Chickens, are now feeling all
cooped up, so they set off to find the farmhouse. But where, the hapless hens wonder, is it? First
they find a doghouse (loud barking!); then they run into a tractor (ewww, dirty!); and then they
stomp into the barn (wild horses!). Who knew the farmhouse was right under their beaks the whole
time? Sidesplitting silliness abounds in this second riotously funny read-aloud by Leslie Helakoski,
once again illustrated with Henry Cole?s boisterous art.
  chicken tractor plans: Art of the Chicken Coop Chris Gleason, 2011-06-01 A fresh approach to
designing and building chicken coops with seven stylish designs that your flock will adore and your
neighbors will envy. Hop on board the backyard chicken raising trend! Use your woodworking skills
and the fun designs in this book to build your flock a stylish coop.
  chicken tractor plans: Do-It-Yourself Projects to Get You Off the Grid Instructables.com,
2018-09-04 Instructables is back with this inspiring book focused on a series of projects designed to
get you thinking creatively about going green. Twenty Instructables illustrate just how simple it can
be to make your own backyard chicken coop, or turn a wine barrel into a rainwater collector. Here,
you will learn to: Clip a chicken’s wings Power your lawn mower with solar power Create a chicken
tractor for the city Water your garden with solar power Build a thermoelectric lamp Create an algae
bioreactor from water bottles And much more! Illustrated with dozens of full-color photographs per
project accompanying easy-to-follow instructions, this Instructables collection utilizes the best that
the online community has to offer, turning a far-reaching group of people into a mammoth database
churning out ideas to make life better, easier, and, in this case, greener, as this volume exemplifies.
  chicken tractor plans: The Permaculture Home Garden Linda Woodrow, 1996 Inspired by
her own training in permaculture, Linda Woodrow has devised a totally integrated organic system of
gardening that combines science with common sense. In The Permaculture Home Garden she draws
us into a warmly welcoming household where everyone shares the planting, helps to tend the hens,
and relaxes after a satisfying day's work. Step-by-step instructions and helpful diagrams make it
easy to plan and plant a garden to suit your taste and space - a garden that not only looks wonderful
but also yields bountiful fruit, herbs and vegetables.
  chicken tractor plans: Chickens Maat van Uitert, 2017-12-07 Chickens: Naturally Raising A
Sustainable Flock has quickly become a classic chicken-keeping manual, and is a one-of-a-kind book
that you'll return to again and again for advice. Maat van Uitert is an internationally-recognized
backyard chicken expert and author of Pampered Chicken Mama (PamperedChickenMama.com),
which reaches 10 million readers monthly. She has been featured on NBC, CBS, ABC, and in
Reader's Digest, Prevention, Women's Health, and Glamour magazines.
  chicken tractor plans: The Independent Farmstead Beth Dougherty, Shawn Dougherty, 2016
Twenty years ago, when authors Shawn and Beth Dougherty purchased the land they would come to
name the Sow's Ear, the state of Ohio designated it not suitable for agriculture. Today, their family
raises and grows 90% of their own food. Such self-sufficiency is largely the result of basing their
farming practices around intensive pasture management. Pioneered by such luminaries as Allan
Savory, Greg Judy, and Joel Salatin, the tenets of holistic grazing -- employed mostly by larger-scale
commercial operations -- have been adapted by the Doughertys to fit their family's needs. In The
Independent Farmstead, The Sow's Ear model for regenerating the land and growing food --“the best
you ever tasted” -- is elucidated for others to use and build upon. In witty and welcoming style, The
Independent Farmstead covers everything from choosing a species of ruminant and incorporating it



into a grass-based system to innovative electric fencing and watering systems, to what to do with all
of the milk, meat, and, yes, manure that the self-sustaining farm produces.--COVER.
  chicken tractor plans: The Chicken Chick's Guide to Backyard Chickens Kathy Shea Mormino,
2017-10 Kathy Shea Mormino, aka The Chicken Chick, shares her wealth of experience as a chicken
keeper in a fun and abundantly illustrated format in The Chicken Chick's Guide to Backyard
Chickens.
  chicken tractor plans: The Marvelous Pigness of Pigs Joel Salatin, 2016-05-03 From
Christian libertarian farmer Joel Salatin, a clarion call to readers to honor the animals and the land,
and produce food based on spiritual principles. What on earth is The Marvelous Pigness of Pigs? It's
an inspiring call to action for people of faith . . . a heartfelt plea to heed the Bible's guidance . . . . It's
an important and thought-provoking explanation of how by simply appreciating the marvelous
pigness of pigs, we are celebrating the Glory of God. As a man of deep faith and student of the Bible,
and as a respected and successful ecological family farmer, Joel Salatin knows that God created
heaven and earth and meant for all living organisms to be true to their nature and their endowed
holy purpose. He intended for us to respect and care for His gift of creation, not to ravage and
mistreat it for our own pleasure or wealth. The example that inspires the book's title explains what
Salatin means: when huge corporate farms confine pigs in cramped and dark pens, inject them with
antibiotics and feed them herbicide-saturated food simply to increase profits, they are not respecting
them as a creation of God or allowing them to express even their most rudimentary uniqueness - that
special role that is part of His design. Every living organism has a God-given uniqueness to its life
that must be honored and respected, and too often that is not happening today. Salatin shows us the
long overlooked ethics and instructions in the Bible for how to eat, how to shop, how to think about
how we farm and feed the world. Through scripture and Biblical stories, he shows us why it's more
vital than ever to look to the good book rather than corporate America when feeding the country and
your family. Salatin makes a compelling case for Christian stewardship of the earth and how it
relates to every action we take regarding our food. He also opens our eyes to a common
misconception many Christians may have about environmentalism: it's not a bad thing, and definitely
not just the province of secular liberals; it's really a very good thing, part of heeding God's Word.
With warmth and with humor, but with no less piercing criticism of the industrial food complex,
Salatin brings readers on a fascinating journey of farming, food and faith. Readers will not say grace
over their plates the same way ever again.
  chicken tractor plans: Anyone Can Build A Whizbang Chicken Scalder Herrick Kimball,
Tradesman Publications, 2005-05-01 Small-farm and backyard poultry producers will be interested
in a new publication from Whizbang Books. Anyone Can Build A Whizbang Chicken Scalder, by
Herrick Kimball provides complete instructions for transforming a common 40-gallon propane water
heater into a high-efficiency chicken scalding device.According to the author, his scalder design
allows a person to select the exact water temperature they want, and the units controls will
automatically maintain that temperature within 4°. The result is a precision scald that translates into
fast, clean, and easy feather plucking.The Whizbang scalder is attached to a wood framework with
wheels. So it can be easily transported by one person. The frame also supports a dunker mechanism
that will hold three chickens at a time and can be operated by hand or with a motor. When
motorized, the auto-dunker will process up to 120 chickens per hour.Kimball says the Whizbang
scalder can be built by anyone who knows how to use basic carpentry and mechanical tools. The
estimated cost to construct the scalder, framework, and a manual dunker, using all new materials, is
around $675. A used water heater and some resourceful scrounging will significantly reduce that
price..The Whizbang Scalders tank is sized to handle chickens only. But the same state-of-the-art
temperature controls, coupled with the burner from a salvaged water heater, can be employed to
heat a tank with turkey capacity. This option is discussed in the final chapter of the book.About The
Author:Herrick Kimball, of Moravia, New York, is a homesteader and grassroots inventor who has
been raising and processing his own poultry for the past six years. He is the author of Anyone Can
Build A Tub-Style mechanical Chicken Plucker.



  chicken tractor plans: The Beginner's Guide to Raising Chickens Anne Kuo, Jane Smith,
2021-09-07 A beginner's guide to ruling the roost and raising happy backyard chickens The
Beginner's Guide to Raising Chickens makes it easy to start keeping these surprisingly smart birds
right in your own backyard. From constructing coops to rearing chicks, you'll learn everything you
need to know to make sure your chickens stay happy and healthy all year round. Which breed of
chicken is right for you? What's the best bedding material? What sort of feed should you use? Expert
chicken keeper Anne Kuo answers these questions―and many others―in this fun and friendly
reference book that will get you excited to raise your new feathered friends. This book on raising
chickens guides you through: Getting from the chicken to the egg―Find out how to raise chicks,
keep your birds safe from predators, introduce new birds to the flock, and more. Creating a custom
coop―Build the perfect home for raising chickens with detailed backyard coop construction guides.
Expert care advice--Learn how to identify different behaviors in your chicken, help solve egg
shortages, and navigate a range of potential surprises with confidence. Get your first flock started
successfully with The Beginner's Guide to Raising Chickens.
  chicken tractor plans: Pastured Poultry Packet #2 John Suscovich, 2018-05 Everything you
need to know to sell more chicken and eggs from your small farm.
  chicken tractor plans: Pioneering Today Melissa K. Norris, 2012-09-21 Do you long for the
simpler times of yesteryear? Do you wish you had the time to offer your family home grown meals?
Does your heart silently cry for a quiet place in this fast paced life? In Pioneering Today-Faith and
Home the Old Fashioned Way, author Melissa K. Norris explains practical and easy methods to cook
from scratch, garden, preserve your own food, and see God's fingerprint in your everyday busy life.
You'll learn how to: Decrease your grocery and energy bill Improve your family's health by cooking
from scratch and over 40 delicious recipes Grow and preserve your own food Reduce your time in
the kitchen without sacrificing taste and nutrition Expand your view of God in your daily activities
Whether you live in the middle of the asphalt jungle or on the side of a mountain, you can experience
the pioneer lifestyle and start your own homesteading journey. When you surround yourself with
things made from the hand of God, you can't help but see Him.
  chicken tractor plans: Making Small Farms Work Richard Perkins (Farmer), 2016 Making
Small Farms Work follows the first seasons setting up what has quickly become one of Europe's
flagship farm scale Permaculture and regenerative agriculture sites. From a rural situation, nestled
in the heart of Scandinavia, Ridgedale is a dedicated high-quality local food producer engaged in
educating the next generation of agrarians with the design and management strategies to create
farms for the future.--Page 4 of cover.
  chicken tractor plans: Raising Meat Rabbits Canada. Agriculture Canada, 1986
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