black rednecks and white liberals

black rednecks and white liberals is a provocative phrase that has sparked widespread
discussion in academic, political, and cultural circles. Rooted in the work of renowned
economist and social theorist Thomas Sowell, the concept explores the complex
intersections of race, culture, and policy in American society. This article delves into the
origins of the term, its core arguments, and the debates it continues to generate. Readers
will discover insights into historical migration patterns, cultural influences on behavior, and
the impact of social policies on different communities. By examining the perspectives
surrounding "black rednecks and white liberals," this guide aims to provide a
comprehensive understanding of a topic that remains highly relevant in discussions of race,
identity, and equality. Whether you are new to the subject or seeking a deeper analysis,
this resource offers a thorough exploration using SEO best practices and authoritative
information.
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Understanding the Concept of Black Rednecks
and White Liberals

The phrase "black rednecks and white liberals" originates from Thomas Sowell's influential
book, where he examines the ways cultural patterns, rather than race alone, have shaped
communities in the United States. According to Sowell, certain behaviors often attributed to
African American populations in urban centers actually stem from the rural southern
"redneck" culture, which was historically adopted by both black and white populations in
the South. He contrasts this with the influence of white liberals, whose social policies and
interventions, he argues, have affected the progress and perceptions of black communities.
This section explores the meaning behind the term and its implications for understanding
race relations and social dynamics in America.



Historical Roots and Cultural Backgrounds

Migration Patterns and Cultural Transmission

A significant portion of Sowell's argument centers on the migration of southern populations,
both white and black, to northern cities during the early and mid-20th century. The
"redneck" culture, characterized by specific speech patterns, attitudes toward education,
and approaches to conflict, was transplanted from the rural South to urban environments.
This migration highlights how cultural attributes can persist across generations and
geographies, independent of racial identity.

Origins of Southern "Redneck" Culture

Southern redneck culture has its roots in the British borderlands, particularly among Scots-
Irish immigrants who brought distinct traditions and values to America. These included a
distrust of authority, emphasis on personal honor, and a proclivity for direct confrontation.
Over time, these traits merged with the realities of Southern life, influencing both white and
black populations in the region.

e Emphasis on personal honor and reputation
¢ Oral storytelling and informal speech
* Resistance to formal education and authority

e Strong family and community ties

Cultural Adaptation and Urbanization

As black Americans moved from the rural South to cities like Chicago, Detroit, and New
York, the inherited cultural patterns often clashed with the norms of urban, industrial
society. Issues such as educational attainment, employment, and social mobility became
intertwined with these cultural influences, shaping the experiences of black communities in
northern cities.

Key Arguments Presented by Thomas Sowell

Cultural Explanations Over Racial Determinism



Sowell's thesis challenges the idea that behavioral and socio-economic outcomes are
primarily determined by race. Instead, he contends that cultural factors—habits, attitudes,
and social norms—play a pivotal role in shaping group outcomes. He provides historical
examples where similar cultural patterns produced comparable results among both black
and white populations.

The Role of White Liberals

According to Sowell, white liberals have often implemented social policies with the intention
of helping disadvantaged black communities, but these policies have sometimes produced
unintended negative consequences. He argues that well-meaning interventions, such as
welfare programs and affirmative action, may inadvertently reinforce dependency or hinder
self-sufficiency.

Contrasts With Other Black Communities

Sowell draws attention to black communities with different cultural backgrounds, such as
those from the West Indies, who have often achieved higher educational and professional
success in the United States. He attributes these differences to cultural inheritance rather
than inherent racial traits, further supporting his argument that culture, not race, is the key
determinant.

Impact of Social Policies and Liberalism

Welfare and Dependency

One of the most debated points in "black rednecks and white liberals" is the effect of
welfare policies on black families. Sowell asserts that the expansion of social welfare in the
1960s, while intended to alleviate poverty, contributed to the breakdown of the black family
structure and increased intergenerational dependency.

Educational Policies and Achievement Gaps

Policies aimed at closing the achievement gap, such as busing and affirmative action, have
also been scrutinized. Sowell suggests that these measures sometimes ignore underlying
cultural factors that influence educational outcomes, leading to solutions that may not
address the root causes of disparities.

1. Welfare expansion and its impact on family stability



2. Effects of affirmative action on academic achievement
3. Unintended consequences of urban renewal and housing policies

4. Role of educational expectations in different communities

Debates and Critiques Surrounding the Theory

Support for Cultural Analysis

Supporters of Sowell's thesis argue that his cultural analysis offers a nuanced
understanding of persistent social issues. By recognizing the influence of cultural
transmission, policymakers and educators can design more effective interventions that
consider the lived experiences of different communities.

Criticisms of Overemphasis on Culture

Critics contend that focusing too heavily on culture risks downplaying the structural and
systemic factors—such as discrimination, economic inequality, and historical injustice—that
also shape outcomes for black Americans. Some sociologists and historians argue that
Sowell's approach does not fully account for the ongoing impact of institutional racism.

Ongoing Academic and Public Debate

The ideas presented in "black rednecks and white liberals" continue to fuel debate in
academic and public spheres. Scholars from diverse fields engage in discussions about the
balance between cultural and structural explanations, the effectiveness of social policy, and
the role of public discourse in shaping perceptions of race and identity.

Influence on Contemporary Discussions of Race
and Culture

Resonance in Modern Policy Debates

The concepts explored in "black rednecks and white liberals" have influenced contemporary
debates about education reform, criminal justice, and social welfare. Policymakers and
thought leaders often reference Sowell's work when discussing the root causes of inequality
and the best paths toward progress.



Impact on Popular Culture and Media

The phrase itself has entered popular discourse, appearing in media commentary, political
debates, and community discussions. Its provocative nature encourages critical
examination of widely held assumptions and challenges audiences to consider the
multifaceted roots of social problems.

Educational and Research Implications

Academic institutions and research organizations continue to study the interplay between
culture, policy, and social outcomes. Sowell's arguments have inspired further research into
the historical context of community development, the role of migration, and the influence
of cultural inheritance on modern societies.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the main argument of "black rednecks and
white liberals"?

A: The main argument is that cultural patterns, rather than race alone, have significantly
shaped the behaviors and outcomes of black communities in America. Thomas Sowell
contends that certain negative behaviors often associated with black populations actually
originated from the southern "redneck" culture and were later adopted by both black and
white populations in that region.

Q: Who wrote "black rednecks and white liberals"?

A: "Black Rednecks and White Liberals" was written by Thomas Sowell, an American
economist, social theorist, and senior fellow at the Hoover Institution.

Q: How have social policies affected black communities
according to Sowell?

A: Sowell argues that some social policies, particularly those implemented by white liberals
with good intentions, have had unintended negative consequences. He highlights welfare
programs and certain educational initiatives that, in his view, have created dependency and
failed to address underlying cultural factors.



Q: What is the origin of the term "redneck" in this
context?

A: In this context, "redneck" refers to cultural traits brought by Scots-Irish immigrants to the
American South, including a strong sense of honor, resistance to authority, and informal
speech. These traits influenced both white and black populations in the region.

Q: Does Sowell dismiss the impact of racism and
discrimination?

A: No, Sowell does not dismiss the impact of racism and discrimination. However, he
emphasizes that cultural factors have played a significant and sometimes overlooked role
in shaping social and economic outcomes.

Q: How have critics responded to Sowell's theory?

A: Critics argue that Sowell's focus on culture may understate the influence of systemic
racism, economic inequality, and historical injustices. They believe that structural factors
remain crucial in understanding disparities between racial groups.

Q: What is the significance of comparing African
Americans with West Indian immigrants?

A: Sowell uses this comparison to illustrate that different cultural backgrounds among black
communities can lead to different outcomes. He notes that West Indian immigrants often
experience higher rates of educational and economic success, which he attributes to
cultural differences rather than inherent racial traits.

Q: How does the concept of "black rednecks and white
liberals" influence current policy debates?

A: The concept is frequently cited in discussions about education, criminal justice reform,
and welfare policy. It encourages policymakers to consider cultural influences alongside
structural factors when designing interventions.

Q: What role does historical migration play in Sowell's
thesis?

A: Historical migration, especially the movement of southern populations to northern cities,
is central to Sowell's thesis. He argues that cultural habits and values were carried from the
rural South to urban environments, affecting the development and outcomes of black
communities in those areas.
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Black Rednecks and White Liberals: Exploring the
Complexities of Class and Culture

The phrase "Black rednecks and white liberals" might initially seem jarring, even contradictory. It
throws into stark relief the complexities of race, class, and cultural identity in America, challenging
simplistic narratives and forcing a deeper examination of shared experiences and diverging
perspectives. This post will delve into the nuances of this often-overlooked intersection, exploring
the cultural similarities and differences between these seemingly disparate groups, examining the
socio-economic factors that shape their realities, and ultimately questioning the usefulness of such
broad generalizations. We'll move beyond simplistic stereotypes to uncover the richer, more complex
truths lying beneath the surface.

Understanding the "Redneck" Identity: Beyond
Stereotypes

The term "redneck," often associated with rural, working-class white Americans, carries a heavy
baggage of stereotypes. It conjures images of backwoods living, limited education, and a staunchly
conservative worldview. However, the reality is far more nuanced. "Redneck" is less about inherent
characteristics and more about a shared experience of economic hardship, geographic isolation, and
a sense of cultural distinctness from mainstream society. This identity is often tied to strong family
values, a deep connection to the land, and a suspicion of external authority.

The Economic Realities of Rural Communities

The economic struggles faced by many rural communities, regardless of race, are a significant factor
contributing to the "redneck" identity. Limited job opportunities, declining industries, and a lack of
access to resources create a cycle of poverty that transcends racial lines. Many Black communities
in rural areas share similar economic hardships and cultural values with their white counterparts,
leading to some surprising commonalities.
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Black Communities and the Rural Experience

While the image of a "redneck" is predominantly white, it's crucial to acknowledge the existence of
Black communities with deeply rooted rural traditions and lifestyles. These communities often face a
double burden: the economic disadvantages of rural life coupled with the systemic racism that has
historically limited their opportunities. This shared experience of economic marginalization can
create a bond, regardless of racial differences, challenging the simplistic racial categories often
employed.

Shared Cultural Values and Traditions

Beyond economic hardship, cultural similarities also exist. Many rural communities, both Black and
white, share a strong emphasis on family, faith, community ties, and self-reliance. These values,
often forged in the crucible of adversity, transcend racial boundaries and can create a sense of
shared identity and experience, particularly amongst those who feel marginalized by mainstream
society.

White Liberals and the Disconnect from Rural Realities

The term "white liberal" often signifies an affiliation with progressive politics, urban living, and a
commitment to social justice. However, a significant disconnect exists between many white liberals
and the realities of rural life, particularly the economic challenges faced by both Black and white
working-class communities. This disconnect can manifest as a lack of understanding, misplaced
assumptions, and even condescending attitudes, further exacerbating existing divisions.

The Importance of Bridging the Divide

Understanding the shared experiences and perspectives of rural communities, regardless of race, is
crucial for fostering empathy and building bridges across the divides. Focusing solely on racial
identity ignores the powerful impact of class and geographic location in shaping individual
experiences. Recognizing and addressing the economic disparities that affect both Black and white
rural communities is paramount for creating more equitable and inclusive societies.



The Limitations of Categorization

Ultimately, the terms "Black rednecks" and "white liberals" are oversimplifications. They risk
homogenizing diverse populations, obscuring the rich tapestry of individual experiences and
perspectives. While acknowledging shared struggles and cultural similarities can be valuable, it's
vital to avoid essentializing any group based on broad generalizations. Focus should be placed on
understanding the specific economic and social factors that shape individual lives, rather than
relying on simplistic labels.

Conclusion

The notion of "Black rednecks and white liberals" challenges us to move beyond simplistic racial and
class categorizations. While the terms highlight some shared experiences, particularly economic
hardship and cultural values, they ultimately obscure the complexities of individual realities. By
focusing on understanding the shared struggles and diverging perspectives, we can foster more
empathetic and productive dialogue about the challenges facing diverse communities across
America. True progress requires recognizing the interconnectedness of race, class, and culture, and
working towards solutions that address systemic inequalities rather than perpetuating harmful
stereotypes.

FAQs

1. Are all rural Black communities similar? Absolutely not. Rural Black communities exhibit a wide
range of experiences and cultural expressions, shaped by factors like geographic location, history,
and economic opportunities. Generalizing their experiences is inaccurate and harmful.

2. Does this mean race doesn't matter? Race remains a significant factor shaping individual
experiences, particularly in the context of systemic racism and historical oppression. However,
reducing individuals solely to their racial identity ignores the crucial role of class and geographic
location.

3. How can white liberals better understand rural communities? Engaging in respectful dialogue,
actively listening to the perspectives of those living in rural areas, and supporting policies that
address economic inequality are critical steps.

4. What are the long-term consequences of ignoring these complexities? Continuing to rely on
simplistic labels and failing to understand the shared struggles of different communities only

exacerbates existing divisions and hinders progress towards a more just and equitable society.

5. What is the best way to discuss these topics without causing offense? Approaching conversations



with empathy, humility, and a willingness to listen are key. Acknowledging the complexities of
identity and avoiding generalizations are also essential. Remember to center the experiences of
those directly affected.

black rednecks and white liberals: Black Rednecks and White Liberals Thomas Sowell, 2006
Presents an examination of common beliefs about blacks, Jews, Germans, slavery, and the teaching
of history, and maintains that misconceptions and errors have led to narrow and mistaken political
and educational policies.

black rednecks and white liberals: Black Rednecks and White Liberals Thomas Sowell,
2010-09-17 This explosive new book challenges many of the long-prevailing assumptions about
blacks, about Jews, about Germans, about slavery, and about education. Plainly written, powerfully
reasoned, and backed with a startling array of documented facts, Black Rednecks and White Liberals
takes on not only the trendy intellectuals of our times but also suc...

black rednecks and white liberals: Black Rednecks & White Liberals Thomas Sowell,
2009-05-01 This explosive new book challenges many of the long-prevailing assumptions about
blacks, about Jews, about Germans, about slavery, and about education. Plainly written, powerfully
reasoned, and backed with a startling array of documented facts, Black Rednecks and White Liberals
takes on not only the trendy intellectuals of our times but also such historic interpreters of American
life as Alexis de Tocqueville and Frederick Law Olmsted. In a series of long essays, this book
presents an in-depth look at key beliefs behind many mistaken and dangerous actions, policies, and
trends. It presents eye-opening insights into the historical development of the ghetto culture that is
today wrongly seen as a unique black identity--a culture cheered on toward self-destruction by white
liberals who consider themselves friends of blacks. An essay titled The Real History of Slavery
presents a jolting re-examination of that tragic institution and the narrow and distorted way it is too
often seen today. The reasons for the venomous hatred of Jews, and of other groups like them in
countries around the world, are explored in an essay that asks, Are Jews Generic? Misconceptions of
German history in general, and of the Nazi era in particular, are also re-examined. So too are the
inspiring achievements and painful tragedies of black education in the United States. Black
Rednecks and White Liberals is the capstone of decades of outstanding research and writing on
racial and cultural issues by Thomas Sowell.

black rednecks and white liberals: Intellectuals and Race Thomas Sowell, 2013-03-12
Thomas Sowell's incisive critique of the intellectuals' destructive role in shaping ideas about race in
America Intellectuals and Race is a radical book in the original sense of one that goes to the root of
the problem. The role of intellectuals in racial strife is explored in an international context that puts
the American experience in a wholly new light. The views of individual intellectuals have spanned
the spectrum, but the views of intellectuals as a whole have tended to cluster. Indeed, these views
have clustered at one end of the spectrum in the early twentieth century and then clustered at the
opposite end of the spectrum in the late twentieth century. Moreover, these radically different views
of race in these two eras were held by intellectuals whose views on other issues were very similar in
both eras. Intellectuals and Race is not, however, a book about history, even though it has much
historical evidence, as well as demographic, geographic, economic and statistical evidence -- all of it
directed toward testing the underlying assumptions about race that have prevailed at times among
intellectuals in general, and especially intellectuals at the highest levels. Nor is this simply a
theoretical exercise. The impact of intellectuals' ideas and crusades on the larger society, both past
and present, is the ultimate concern. These ideas and crusades have ranged widely from racial
theories of intelligence to eugenics to social justice and multiculturalism. In addition to in-depth
examinations of these and other issues, Intellectuals and Race explores the incentives, the visions
and the rationales that drive intellectuals at the highest levels to conclusions that have often turned
out to be counterproductive and even disastrous, not only for particular racial or ethnic groups, but
for societies as a whole.



black rednecks and white liberals: Cracker Culture Grady McWhiney, 1988 A History Book
Club Alternate Selection. A controversial and provocative study of the fundamental differences that
shaped the South ... fun to read, -- History Book Club Review

black rednecks and white liberals: Summary: Black Rednecks and White Liberals
BusinessNews Publishing,, 2017-01-30 The must-read summary of Thomas Sowell's book: Black
Rednecks and White Liberals. This complete summary of Black Rednecks and White Liberals by
Thomas Sowell, a renowned American social theorist and political philosopher, presents his
examination of the mistaken assumptions and beliefs about blacks, Jews, Germans, slavery and
education. He illustrates the origin of these wrongful assumptions and how they have progressed.
Added-value of this summary: ¢ Save time * Understand racial discrimination and the institution
Expand your knowledge of American politics and racial issues To learn more, read Black Rednecks
and White Liberals and discover where misconceptions of certain groups originated from and why.

black rednecks and white liberals: Please Stop Helping Us Jason L. Riley, 2016-01-05 Why
is it that so many efforts by liberals to lift the black underclass not only fail, but often harm the
intended beneficiaries? In Please Stop Helping Us, Jason L. Riley examines how well-intentioned
welfare programs are in fact holding black Americans back. Minimum-wage laws may lift earnings
for people who are already employed, but they price a disproportionate number of blacks out of the
labor force. Affirmative action in higher education is intended to address past discrimination, but the
result is fewer black college graduates than would otherwise exist. And so it goes with everything
from soft-on-crime laws, which make black neighborhoods more dangerous, to policies that limit
school choice out of a mistaken belief that charter schools and voucher programs harm the
traditional public schools that most low-income students attend. In theory these efforts are intended
to help the poor—and poor minorities in particular. In practice they become massive barriers to
moving forward. Please Stop Helping Us lays bare these counterproductive results. People of
goodwill want to see more black socioeconomic advancement, but in too many instances the current
methods and approaches aren’t working. Acknowledging this is an important first step.

black rednecks and white liberals: The Liberal Redneck Manifesto Trae Crowder, Corey
Ryan Forrester, Drew Morgan, 2017-10-10 The Liberal Rednecks--a three-man stand-up comedy
group doing scathing political satire--celebrate all that's good about the South while leading the
Redneck Revolution and standing proudly blue in a sea of red. Smart, hilarious, and incisive, the
Liberal Rednecks confront outdated traditions and intolerant attitudes, tackling everything people
think they know about the South--the good, the bad, the glorious, and the shameful--in a
laugh-out-loud funny and lively manifesto for the rise of a New South. Home to some of the best
music, athletes, soldiers, whiskey, waffles, and weather the country has to offer, the South has also
been bathing in backward bathroom bills and other bigoted legislation that Trae Crowder has
targeted in his Liberal Redneck videos, which have gone viral with over 50 million views. Perfect for
fans of Stuff White People Like and I Am America (And So Can You), The Liberal Redneck Manifesto
skewers political and religious hypocrisies in witty stories and hilarious graphics--such as the Ten
Commandments of the New South--and much more! While celebrating the South as one of the
richest sources of American culture, this entertaining book issues a wake-up call and a reminder that
the South's problems and dreams aren't that far off from the rest of America's--

black rednecks and white liberals: Discrimination and Disparities Thomas Sowell, 2019-03-05
An enlarged edition of Thomas Sowell's brilliant examination of the origins of economic disparities
Economic and other outcomes differ vastly among individuals, groups, and nations. Many
explanations have been offered for the differences. Some believe that those with less fortunate
outcomes are victims of genetics. Others believe that those who are less fortunate are victims of the
more fortunate. Discrimination and Disparities gathers a wide array of empirical evidence to
challenge the idea that different economic outcomes can be explained by any one factor, be it
discrimination, exploitation, or genetics. This revised and enlarged edition also analyzes the human
consequences of the prevailing social vision of these disparities and the policies based on that
vision--from educational disasters to widespread crime and violence.



black rednecks and white liberals: Civil Rights Thomas Sowell, 2009-10-13 It is now more
than three decades since the historic Supreme Court decision on desegregation, Brown v. Board of
Education. Thomas Sowell takes a tough, factual look at what has actually happened over these
decades -- as distinguished from the hopes with which they began or the rhetoric with which they
continue, Who has gained and who has lost? Which of the assumptions behind the civil rights
revolution have stood the test of time and which have proven to be mistaken or even catastrophic to
those who were supposed to be helped?

black rednecks and white liberals: The Thomas Sowell Reader Thomas Sowell, 2011-10-04
These selections from the many writings of Sowell over a period of a half century cover social,
economic, cultural, legal, educational, and political issues. The sources range from Dr. Sowell's
letters, books, and newspaper columns, to articles in both scholarly journals and popular magazines.

black rednecks and white liberals: Ethnic America Thomas Sowell, 2008-08-01 This classic
work by the distinguished economist traces the history of nine American ethnic groups -- the Irish,
Germans, Jews, Italians, Chinese, African-Americans, Puerto Ricans, and Mexicans.

black rednecks and white liberals: Affirmative Action Around the World Thomas Sowell,
2004-01-01 An eminent authority presents a new perspective on affirmative action in a provocative
book that will stir fresh debate about this vitally important issue

black rednecks and white liberals: Jesus Politics Phil Robertson, 2020-08-04 Understand the
problems facing America and learn how Jesus would respond to them. New York Times bestselling
author and Duck Dynasty star Phil Robertson exposes the destructive nature of American politics
and calls on Christians to actively participate in advancing the Kingdom of heaven on earth. We live
in a fractured country, a country in which identity politics, creeping socialist policies, toxic social
media, and the vast partisan divide threaten the very fabric of America. After decades of political
decay and of losing sight of our first principles, the American people are suffering from runaway
debt, increased rates of depression, broken families, moral decay, and more. In Jesus Politics, Phil
Robertson provides an alternate path: a radical call for Christians to use their freedoms to advance
the agenda of the King and win back the divided soul of America. Exploring the problems facing our
country and how Jesus would respond to each, Robertson offers a clear strategy, showing us how to
do good by King Jesus, bringing the kingdom of heaven to our homes, neighborhoods, churches,
communities, and country. Robertson also gives you the tools you need to apply the lessons of Jesus
Politics in the voting booth and in our everyday lives, reminding us that above all, we're called to:
Love God Love our neighbors Do whatever it takes to bring, maintain, and protect his kingdom on
earth as it is in heaven Join Robertson as he takes a closer look at the problems facing America and
shares how we can use our time, talents, resources, and votes to solve them as members of the
kingdom. Explore a new way of thinking and acting, a way that protects and advances the policies of
the King. And, if enough of us do, maybe we can become a nation that proclaims, In the King we
trust.

black rednecks and white liberals: Economic Facts and Fallacies Thomas Sowell,
2011-03-22 Thomas Sowell “both surprises and overturns received wisdom” in this indispensable
examination of widespread economic fallacies (The Economist) Economic Facts and Fallacies
exposes some of the most popular fallacies about economic issues-and does so in a lively manner and
without requiring any prior knowledge of economics by the reader. These include many beliefs
widely disseminated in the media and by politicians, such as mistaken ideas about urban problems,
income differences, male-female economic differences, as well as economics fallacies about
academia, about race, and about Third World countries. One of the themes of Economic Facts and
Fallacies is that fallacies are not simply crazy ideas but in fact have a certain plausibility that gives
them their staying power-and makes careful examination of their flaws both necessary and
important, as well as sometimes humorous. Written in the easy-to-follow style of the author's Basic
Economics, this latest book is able to go into greater depth, with real world examples, on specific
issues.

black rednecks and white liberals: The Quest for Cosmic Justice Thomas Sowell,



2001-06-30 This book is about the great moral issues underlying many of the headline-making
political controversies of our times. It is not a comforting book but a book about disturbing and
dangerous trends. The Quest for Cosmic Justice shows how confused conceptions of justice end up
promoting injustice, how confused conceptions of equality end up promoting inequality, and how the
tyranny of social visions prevents many people from confronting the actual consequences of their
own beliefs and policies. Those consequences include the steady and dangerous erosion of
fundamental principles of freedom -- amounting to a quiet repeal of the American revolution. The
Quest for Cosmic Justice is the summation of a lifetime of study and thought about where we as a
society are headed -- and why we need to change course before we do irretrievable damage.

black rednecks and white liberals: Black Education Myths and Tragedies Thomas Sowell,
1970

black rednecks and white liberals: "Trickle Down Theory" and "Tax Cuts for the Rich"
Thomas Sowell, 2013-09-01 This essay unscrambles gross misconceptions that have made rational
debates about tax policies virtually impossible for decades.

black rednecks and white liberals: Intellectuals and Society Thomas Sowell, 2012-03-06
The influence of intellectuals is not only greater than in previous eras but also takes a very different
form from that envisioned by those like Machiavelli and others who have wanted to directly
influence rulers. It has not been by shaping the opinions or directing the actions of the holders of
power that modern intellectuals have most influenced the course of events, but by shaping public
opinion in ways that affect the actions of power holders in democratic societies, whether or not
those power holders accept the general vision or the particular policies favored by intellectuals.
Even government leaders with disdain or contempt for intellectuals have had to bend to the climate
of opinion shaped by those intellectuals. Intellectuals and Society not only examines the track record
of intellectuals in the things they have advocated but also analyzes the incentives and constraints
under which their views and visions have emerged. One of the most surprising aspects of this study
is how often intellectuals have been proved not only wrong, but grossly and disastrously wrong in
their prescriptions for the ills of society -- and how little their views have changed in response to
empirical evidence of the disasters entailed by those views.

black rednecks and white liberals: A Conflict of Visions Thomas Sowell, 2007-06-05 Thomas
Sowell’s “extraordinary” explication of the competing visions of human nature lie at the heart of our
political conflicts (New York Times) Controversies in politics arise from many sources, but the
conflicts that endure for generations or centuries show a remarkably consistent pattern. In this
classic work, Thomas Sowell analyzes this pattern. He describes the two competing visions that
shape our debates about the nature of reason, justice, equality, and power: the constrained vision,
which sees human nature as unchanging and selfish, and the unconstrained vision, in which human
nature is malleable and perfectible. A Conflict of Visions offers a convincing case that ethical and
policy disputes circle around the disparity between both outlooks.

black rednecks and white liberals: The Redneck Manifesto Jim Goad, 1998-05-05 In The
Redneck Manifesto, Goad elucidates redneck politics, religion, and values in his own unique way. A
furious, profane, smart, and hilariously smart-aleck defense of working-class white culture.--Fort
Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel.

black rednecks and white liberals: Race And Culture Thomas Sowell, 1995-06-16
Encompassing more than a decade of research around the globe, this book shows that cultural
capital has far more impact than politics, prejudice, or genetics on the social and economic fates of
minorities, nations, and civilization.

black rednecks and white liberals: White Guilt Shelby Steele, 2009-10-13 Not unlike some of
Ralph Ellison’s or Richard Wright'’s best work. White Guilt, a serious meditation on vital issues,
deserves a wide readership.” — Cleveland Plain Dealer In 1955 the killers of Emmett Till, a black
Mississippi youth, were acquitted because they were white. Forty years later, despite the strong
DNA evidence against him, accused murderer O. J. Simpson went free after his attorney portrayed
him as a victim of racism. The age of white supremacy has given way to an age of white guilt—and




neither has been good for African Americans. Through articulate analysis and engrossing
recollections, acclaimed race relations scholar Shelby Steele sounds a powerful call for a new
culture of personal responsibility.

black rednecks and white liberals: Is Reality Optional? Thomas Sowell, 2020-06-19 Sowell
challenges all the assumptions of contemporary liberalism on issues ranging from the economy to
race to education in this collection of controversial essays, and captures his thoughts on politics,
race, and common sense with a section at the end for thought-provoking quotes.

black rednecks and white liberals: Is Bill Cosby Right? Michael Eric Dyson, 2008-07-31
Nothing exposed the class and generational divide in black America more starkly than Bill Cosby's
now-infamous assault on the black poor when he received an NAACP award in the spring of 2004.
The comedian-cum-social critic lamented the lack of parenting, poor academic performance, sexual
promiscuity, and criminal behavior among what he called the knuckleheads of the African-American
community. Even more surprising than his comments, however, was the fact that his audience
laughed and applauded. Best-selling writer, preacher, and scholar Michael Eric Dyson uses the
Cosby brouhaha as a window on a growing cultural divide within the African-American community.
According to Dyson, the Afristocracy -- lawyers, physicians, intellectuals, bankers, civil rights
leaders, entertainers, and other professionals -- looks with disdain upon the black poor who make up
the Ghettocracy -- single mothers on welfare, the married, single, and working poor, the
incarcerated, and a battalion of impoverished children. Dyson explains why the black middle class
has joined mainstream America to blame the poor for their troubles, rather than tackling the
systemic injustices that shape their lives. He exposes the flawed logic of Cosby's diatribe and offers
a principled defense of the wrongly maligned black citizens at the bottom of the social totem pole.
Displaying the critical prowess that has made him the nation's preeminent spokesman for the
hip-hop generation, Dyson challenges us all -- black and white -- to confront the social problems that
the civil rights movement failed to solve.

black rednecks and white liberals: Facing Reality Charles Murray, 2021-06-15 The charges of
white privilege and systemic racism that are tearing the country apart float free of reality. Two
known facts, long since documented beyond reasonable doubt, need to be brought into the open and
incorporated into the way we think about public policy: American whites, blacks, Hispanics, and
Asians have different violent crime rates and different means and distributions of cognitive ability.
The allegations of racism in policing, college admissions, segregation in housing, and hiring and
promotions in the workplace ignore the ways in which the problems that prompt the allegations of
systemic racism are driven by these two realities. What good can come of bringing them into the
open? America’s most precious ideal is what used to be known as the American Creed: People are
not to be judged by where they came from, what social class they come from, or by race, color, or
creed. They must be judged as individuals. The prevailing Progressive ideology repudiates that ideal,
demanding instead that the state should judge people by their race, social origins, religion, sex, and
sexual orientation. We on the center left and center right who are the American Creed’s natural
defenders have painted ourselves into a corner. We have been unwilling to say openly that different
groups have significant group differences. Since we have not been willing to say that, we have been
left defenseless against the claims that racism is to blame. What else could it be? We have been
afraid to answer. We must. Facing Reality is a step in that direction.

black rednecks and white liberals: Hillbilly Elegy J. D. Vance, 2016-06-28 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER A riveting book.—The Wall Street Journal Essential reading.—David Brooks, New York
Times From a former marine and Yale Law School graduate, a powerful account of growing up in a
poor Rust Belt town that offers a broader, probing look at the struggles of America’s white working
class Hillbilly Elegy is a passionate and personal analysis of a culture in crisis—that of white
working-class Americans. The decline of this group, a demographic of our country that has been
slowly disintegrating over forty years, has been reported on with growing frequency and alarm, but
has never before been written about as searingly from the inside. J. D. Vance tells the true story of
what a social, regional, and class decline feels like when you were born with it hung around your



neck. The Vance family story begins hopefully in postwar America. J. D.’s grandparents were “dirt
poor and in love,” and moved north from Kentucky’s Appalachia region to Ohio in the hopes of
escaping the dreadful poverty around them. They raised a middle-class family, and eventually their
grandchild (the author) would graduate from Yale Law School, a conventional marker of their
success in achieving generational upward mobility. But as the family saga of Hillbilly Elegy plays
out, we learn that this is only the short, superficial version. Vance’s grandparents, aunt, uncle,
sister, and, most of all, his mother, struggled profoundly with the demands of their new middle-class
life, and were never able to fully escape the legacy of abuse, alcoholism, poverty, and trauma so
characteristic of their part of America. Vance piercingly shows how he himself still carries around
the demons of their chaotic family history. A deeply moving memoir with its share of humor and
vividly colorful figures, Hillbilly Elegy is the story of how upward mobility really feels. And it is an
urgent and troubling meditation on the loss of the American dream for a large segment of this
country.

black rednecks and white liberals: The War on Cops Heather Mac Donald, 2016-06-21 Violent
crime has been rising sharply in many American cities after two decades of decline. Homicides
jumped nearly 17 percent in 2015 in the largest 50 cities, the biggest one-year increase since 1993.
The reason is what Heather Mac Donald first identified nationally as the “Ferguson effect”: Since the
2014 police shooting death of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri, officers have been backing off
of proactive policing, and criminals are becoming emboldened. This book expands on Mac Donald’s
groundbreaking and controversial reporting on the Ferguson effect and the criminal-justice system.
It deconstructs the central narrative of the Black Lives Matter movement: that racist cops are the
greatest threat to young black males. On the contrary, it is criminals and gangbangers who are
responsible for the high black homicide death rate. The War on Cops exposes the truth about officer
use of force and explodes the conceit of “mass incarceration.” A rigorous analysis of data shows that
crime, not race, drives police actions and prison rates. The growth of proactive policing in the 1990s,
along with lengthened sentences for violent crime, saved thousands of minority lives. In fact, Mac
Donald argues, no government agency is more dedicated to the proposition that “black lives matter”
than today’s data-driven, accountable police department. Mac Donald gives voice to the many
residents of high-crime neighborhoods who want proactive policing. She warns that race-based
attacks on the criminal-justice system, from the White House on down, are eroding the authority of
law and putting lives at risk. This book is a call for a more honest and informed debate about
policing, crime, and race.

black rednecks and white liberals: The Vision Of The Annointed Thomas Sowell,
1995-07-14 A critique of the failed social policies of the past thirty years.

black rednecks and white liberals: Controversial Essays Thomas Sowell, 2013-09-01 One of
conservatism's most articulate voices dissects today's most important economic, racial, political,
education, legal, and social issues, sharing his entertaining and thought-provoking insights on a
wide range of contentious subjects. --This book contains an abundance of wisdom on a large number
of economic issues. --Mises Review

black rednecks and white liberals: America in Black and White Stephan Thernstrom,
Abigail Thernstrom, 2009-07-14 In a book destined to become a classic, Stephan and Abigail
Thernstrom present important new information about the positive changes that have been achieved
and the measurable improvement in the lives of the majority of African-Americans. Supporting their
conclusions with statistics on education, earnings, and housing, they argue that the perception of
serious racial divisions in this country is outdated -- and dangerous.

black rednecks and white liberals: The Politics of Ethnic Survival Gary B. Cohen, 2006
The German-speaking inhabitants of the Bohemian capital developed a group identification and
defined themselves as a minority as they dealt with growing Czech political and economic strength
in the city and with their own sharp numerical decline: in the 1910 census only seven percent of the
metropolitan population claimed that they spoke primarily German. The study uses census returns,
extensive police and bureaucratic records, newspaper accounts, and memoirs on local social and




political life to show how the German minority and the Czech majority developed demographically
and economically in relation to each other and created separate social and political lives for their
group members. The study carefully traces the roles of occupation, class, religion, and political
ideology in the formation of German group loyalties and social solidarities.

black rednecks and white liberals: Conquests and Cultures Thomas Sowell, 2021-08-10 This
book is the culmination of 15 years of research and travels that have taken the author completely
around the world twice, as well as on other travels in the Mediterranean, the Baltic, and around the
Pacific rim. Its purpose has been to try to understand the role of cultural differences within nations
and between nations, today and over centuries of history, in shaping the economic and social fates of
peoples and of whole civilizations. Focusing on four major cultural areas(that of the British, the
Africans (including the African diaspora), the Slavs of Eastern Europe, and the indigenous peoples of
the Western Hemisphere -- Conquests and Cultures reveals patterns that encompass not only these
peoples but others and help explain the role of cultural evolution in economic, social, and political
development.

black rednecks and white liberals: Red, White, and Black Robert L. Woodson, Sr.,
2021-05-11 In the rush to redefine the place of black Americans in contemporary society, many
radical activists and academics have mounted a campaign to destroy traditional American history
and replace it with a politicized version that few would recognize. According to the new radical
orthodoxy, the United States was founded as a racist nation—and everything that has happened
throughout our history must be viewed through the lens of the systemic oppression of black people.
Rejecting this false narrative, a collection of the most prominent and respected black scholars and
thinkers has come together to correct the record and tell the true story of black Americans in all its
complexity, diversity of experience, and poignancy. Collectively, they paint a vivid picture of black
people living the grand American experience, however bumpy the road may be along the way. But
rather than a people apart, blacks are woven into the united whole that makes this nation unique in
history. Featuring Essays by: John Sibley Butler Jason D. Hill Coleman Cruz Hughes John McWhorter
Clarence Page Wilfred Reilly Shelby Steele Carol M. Swain Dean Nelson Charles Love Rev. Corey
Brook Stephen L. Harris Harold A. Black Stephanie Deutsch Yaya J. Fanusie Ian Rowe John Wood, Jr.
Joshua Mitchell Robert Cherry Rev. DeForest Black Soaries, Jr.

black rednecks and white liberals: Mugged Ann Coulter, 2012-09-25 “This isn’t a story about
black people—it’s a story about the Left’s agenda to patronize blacks and lie to everyone else.” For
decades, the Left has been putting on a play with themselves as heroes in an ongoing civil rights
movement—which they were mostly absent from at the time. Long after pervasive racial
discrimination ended, they kept pretending America was being run by the Klan and that liberals
were black America’s only protectors. It took the O. J. Simpson verdict—the race-based acquittal of a
spectacularly guilty black celebrity as blacks across America erupted in cheers—to shut down the
white guilt bank. But now, fewer than two decades later, our “postracial” president has returned us
to the pre-QOJ era of nonstop racial posturing. A half-black, half-white Democrat, not descended from
American slaves, has brought racial unrest back with a whoop. The Obama candidacy allowed
liberals to engage in self-righteousness about race and get a hard-core Leftie in the White House at
the same time. In 2008, we were told the only way for the nation to move past race was to elect him
as president. And 53 percent of voters fell for it. Now, Ann Coulter fearlessly explains the real
history of race relations in this country, including how white liberals twist that history to spring the
guilty, accuse the innocent, and engender racial hatreds, all in order to win politically. You'll learn,
for instance, how A U.S. congressman and a New York mayor conspired to protect cop killers who
ambushed four police officers in the Rev. Louis Farrakhan’s mosque. The entire Democratic elite, up
to the Carter White House, coddled a black cult in San Francisco as hundreds of the cult members
marched to their deaths in Guyana. New York City became a maelstrom of racial hatred, with black
neighborhoods abandoned to criminals who were ferociously defended by a press that assessed guilt
on the basis of race. Preposterous hoax hate crimes were always believed, never questioned. And
when they turned out to be frauds the stories would simply disappear from the news. Liberals



quickly switched the focus of civil rights laws from the heirs of slavery and Jim Crow to white
feminists, illegal immigrants, and gays. Subway vigilante Bernhard Goetz was surprisingly popular in
black neighborhoods, despite hysterical denunciations of him by the New York Times. Liberals
slander Republicans by endlessly repeating a bizarro-world history in which Democrats defended
black America and Republicans appealed to segregationists. The truth has always been exactly the
opposite. Going where few authors would dare, Coulter explores the racial demagoguery that has
mugged America since the early seventies. She shines the light of truth on cases ranging from
Tawana Brawley, Lemrick Nelson, and Howard Beach, NY, to the LA riots and the Duke lacrosse
scandal. And she shows how the 2012 Obama campaign is going to inspire the greatest racial guilt
mongering of all time.

black rednecks and white liberals: Malays in Singapore Tania Li, 1989 Examining the
pattern of relationships within the Malay household, and the creative ways in which cultural ideas
are adapted to meet new conditions, this study analyzes the ways in which the Malay cultural
heritage and economic conditions in contemporary Singapore shape the form of Malay household
and community life.

black rednecks and white liberals: The Negro Family United States. Department of Labor.
Office of Policy Planning and Research, 1965 The life and times of the thirty-second President who
was reelected four times.

black rednecks and white liberals: A Personal Odyssey Thomas Sowell, 2001-02-28 This is
the gritty story of one man's lifelong education in the school of hard knocks, as his journey took him
from Harlem to the Marines, the Ivy League, and a career as a controversial writer, teacher, and
economist in government and private industry. It is also the story of the dramatically changing times
in which this personal odyssey took place. The vignettes of the people and places that made an
impression on Thomas Sowell at various stages of his life range from the poor and the powerless to
the mighty and the wealthy, from a home for homeless boys to the White House, as well as ranging
across the United States and around the world. It also includes Sowell's startling discovery of his
own origins during his teenage years. If the child is father to the man, this memoir shows the
characteristics that have become familiar in the public figure known as Thomas Sowell already
present in an obscure little boy born in poverty in the Jim Crow South during the Great Depression
and growing up in Harlem. His marching to his own drummer, his disregard of what others say or
think, even his battles with editors who attempt to change what he has written, are all there in
childhood. More than a story of the life of Sowell himself, this is also a story of the people who gave
him their help, their support, and their loyalty, as well as those who demonized him and knifed him
in the back. It is a story not just of one life, but of life in general, with all its exhilaration and pain.

black rednecks and white liberals: Georgia in Black and White John C. Inscoe, 2009-11-01
The eleven essays in this collection explore the variety of ways in which whites and blacks in Georgia
interacted from the end of the Civil War to the dawn of the civil rights movement. They reveal the
extent to which racial matters infused politics, religion, education, gender relationships, kinship
structure, and community dynamics. In their focus on a broad range of individuals, incidents, and
locales, the essays look beyond the obvious injustices of the color line to examine the intricacies,
ambiguities, contradictions, and above all, the human dimension that made that line far less rigid or
absolute than is often assumed. The stories told here offer new insights into, and provocative
interpretations of, the actions and reactions of the men and women, black and white, engaged on
both sides of the struggle for racial justice and reform. They provide vivid testimony to the
complexity and diversity that have always characterized southern race relations.

black rednecks and white liberals: Stereotypes and the Construction of the Social World
Perry R. Hinton, 2019-10-16 Stereotypes and the Construction of the Social World explores the
complexity of stereotypes, guiding the reader through issues of definition and theoretical
explanations from psychology and other disciplines. The book examines why people use stereotypes,
which have often been represented as inaccurate, rigid and discriminatory. If that is what they are,
then why would people employ such ‘faulty’ or ‘biased’ views of others? Whilst this book presents a



detailed and comprehensive analysis of the psychological research into the individual use of
stereotypes, it also presents this research within its ideological and historical context, revealing the
important sociocultural factors in what we mean by ‘stereotypes’. From the politics of representation
and inter-group power relations, alongside individual social cognitive issues, the book provides a
comprehensive and cross-disciplinary account of stereotypes and stereotyping. Featuring a wealth of
real-world examples, it will be essential reading for all students and researchers of stereotypes.
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