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biblical preaching by haddon robinson is a foundational concept in Christian ministry, deeply influencing

pastors, educators, and communicators worldwide. This article explores the core principles of biblical

preaching as developed by Haddon Robinson, one of the most respected voices in homiletics. We'll

examine Robinson’s definition of biblical preaching, his famous “Big Idea” approach, and the impact of

his teachings on modern sermon delivery. Readers will gain a thorough understanding of Robinson’s

methodology, discover practical steps for implementing his principles, and learn why his legacy

continues to shape effective preaching today. Whether you are a seasoned pastor, a seminary student,

or simply interested in the art of preaching, this comprehensive guide will provide valuable insights into

biblical preaching by Haddon Robinson, its significance, and practical applications in contemporary

church life.
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Understanding Biblical Preaching by Haddon Robinson

Biblical preaching by Haddon Robinson refers to a sermon methodology rooted in faithfully

communicating the message of Scripture. Robinson emphasized clarity, relevance, and exegetical

integrity. His approach centers on delivering sermons that emerge directly from the biblical text,

ensuring that each message is both doctrinally sound and practically applicable. Robinson defined

biblical preaching as “communicating a biblical concept, derived from and transmitted through a

historical, grammatical, and literary study of a passage in its context.” This approach encourages

preachers to honor the original intent of the biblical authors while making the message relevant for

contemporary audiences.

Robinson’s teachings have become a cornerstone in seminaries and churches worldwide, shaping how

pastors develop sermons that are both faithful to Scripture and engaging for listeners. His framework

aims to bridge the gap between ancient texts and modern life, making biblical preaching accessible

and transformative.

The Foundations of Robinson’s Homiletics

Haddon Robinson’s philosophy of preaching is grounded in the conviction that the Bible is the ultimate

authority for faith and practice. He advocated for expository preaching, where the meaning of the

sermon is derived directly from the biblical text. Robinson believed that Scripture should dictate the

content, structure, and purpose of every sermon.

His homiletic method involves careful observation of the text, historical and literary analysis, and the

application of sound hermeneutical principles. Robinson’s model prioritizes:

Textual fidelity: Staying true to the passage’s original meaning

Contextual awareness: Understanding the historical and literary context



Relevance: Addressing contemporary needs and concerns

Clarity: Communicating a clear, central message

These foundations have influenced countless preachers and educators, establishing a standard for

biblical preaching that is both scholarly and accessible.

The Big Idea: Robinson’s Defining Contribution

The “Big Idea” is Haddon Robinson’s most recognizable contribution to the field of preaching. He

posited that every sermon should communicate one central, unifying concept drawn from the biblical

text. Robinson argued that this “big idea” should shape the entire sermon, guiding its structure and

application.

Components of the Big Idea

Robinson identified two key components for every sermon’s big idea:

Subject: What is the author talking about?

Complement: What is the author saying about the subject?

By combining these elements, preachers can craft sermons that are coherent, focused, and impactful.

Benefits of the Big Idea Approach

Robinson’s big idea methodology offers several advantages:

Ensures clarity and unity throughout the sermon



Helps listeners retain and apply the message

Prevents wandering or unfocused preaching

Facilitates stronger connections between Scripture and everyday life

This approach has become standard in homiletical training and is widely regarded as a best practice in

biblical preaching.

Steps for Effective Biblical Preaching

Implementing biblical preaching by Haddon Robinson involves a systematic process designed to

ensure both faithfulness to Scripture and effective communication. Robinson outlined several steps for

crafting impactful sermons:

Text Selection and Exegesis

Preachers begin by selecting a passage and conducting a thorough exegesis. This involves examining

the historical, grammatical, and literary context to discover the original meaning intended by the biblical

author.

Identifying the Big Idea

The next step is to articulate the passage’s big idea, combining the subject and complement into a

single, clear statement. This statement will serve as the sermon’s central focus.

Developing the Sermon Structure

Robinson recommended organizing the sermon around the big idea, using main points and supporting

material that reinforce the central concept. Each section should connect logically and contribute to the

overall message.



Application and Relevance

Effective biblical preaching requires bridging the gap between the ancient text and contemporary life.

Preachers should identify practical applications, illustrating how the biblical message speaks to today’s

challenges and opportunities.

Select and study the biblical text thoroughly1.

Discover and articulate the big idea2.

Structure the sermon around the central concept3.

Provide practical applications for listeners4.

Ensure clarity and relevance throughout the message5.

Robinson’s Influence on Modern Preaching

Haddon Robinson’s impact on contemporary preaching cannot be overstated. His principles are taught

in seminaries, Bible colleges, and training programs around the world. Robinson’s students, many of

whom are influential pastors and educators, have continued to spread his methodology, ensuring its

ongoing relevance.

Modern preachers benefit from Robinson’s emphasis on textual integrity, relevance, and clarity. His

approach has led to a resurgence of expository preaching and has helped churches move away from

topical, anecdotal, or superficial sermon styles.

Robinson’s books, lectures, and teaching materials remain essential resources for anyone seeking to

grow in biblical preaching. His influence is evident in the renewed focus on Scripture-centered sermons

and the prioritization of practical application.



Practical Applications in the Local Church

Biblical preaching by Haddon Robinson provides a practical framework for pastors and church leaders

seeking to communicate God’s Word effectively. Implementing Robinson’s principles can lead to

greater congregational engagement, deeper spiritual growth, and more meaningful worship

experiences.

Enhancing Sermon Preparation

Churches can train their preaching teams in Robinson’s methods, encouraging rigorous study of the

biblical text and careful development of sermon structure. This leads to sermons that are both

doctrinally sound and personally relevant.

Empowering Lay Leaders

Robinson’s approach is accessible for lay preachers and teachers, enabling them to deliver biblically

faithful messages that resonate with everyday life. Small groups and Bible studies can also benefit

from the big idea methodology, fostering deeper understanding and application of Scripture.

Strengthening Congregational Life

Consistent biblical preaching creates a culture of spiritual depth and discipleship. Robinson’s principles

help churches remain centered on the authority of Scripture while addressing real-world issues.

Challenges and Critiques of Robinson’s Approach

While Robinson’s model is widely respected, some critics suggest it can lead to overly formulaic

sermons or limit creativity. Others argue that focusing on a single big idea may oversimplify complex

passages. Nevertheless, Robinson maintained that clarity and focus were essential for effective

communication.

Preachers who use Robinson’s approach must balance structure with sensitivity to the text’s nuances.

Flexibility, humility, and a commitment to ongoing learning are vital for maintaining both faithfulness



and relevance.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

Haddon Robinson’s legacy endures in the lives of pastors, teachers, and churches committed to

biblical preaching. His model continues to equip new generations of communicators who seek to

proclaim Scripture with clarity, conviction, and compassion. The principles of biblical preaching by

Haddon Robinson remain a benchmark for excellence in homiletics, offering timeless wisdom for those

entrusted with teaching God’s Word.

As churches navigate the challenges of contemporary ministry, Robinson’s emphasis on the authority

and relevance of Scripture provides a reliable foundation. His teachings inspire preachers to

communicate biblical truth in ways that transform lives and build up the church.

Q: What is the core principle of biblical preaching by Haddon

Robinson?

A: The core principle is communicating a biblical concept that is derived from a careful study of the

text, clearly articulated, and relevant to contemporary life, always focusing on the intent of the original

biblical author.

Q: What does the “Big Idea” mean in Robinson’s preaching model?

A: The “Big Idea” refers to the central, unifying concept of a sermon, combining the subject of the

passage with what the author says about it, providing clarity and focus throughout the message.

Q: How does Robinson’s approach differ from topical preaching?

A: Robinson’s biblical preaching method prioritizes expository sermons drawn directly from Scripture,

whereas topical preaching often starts with a theme or issue and uses various passages to support it.



Q: Why is exegesis important in Robinson’s framework?

A: Exegesis ensures that the preacher accurately understands and communicates the meaning of the

biblical text, maintaining doctrinal integrity and faithfulness to Scripture.

Q: How can churches apply Robinson’s principles to their preaching

ministry?

A: Churches can train their preaching teams in Robinson’s methods, encourage thorough biblical

study, and emphasize clarity, relevance, and application in every sermon.

Q: What are some benefits of using the Big Idea approach?

A: Benefits include increased clarity, greater message retention by listeners, stronger sermon unity,

and improved relevance to everyday life.

Q: Are there any criticisms of Robinson’s preaching model?

A: Some critics suggest the model can be too formulaic or may oversimplify complex passages, but

most agree its emphasis on clarity and focus is highly beneficial.

Q: How has Robinson impacted modern homiletics?

A: His principles are widely taught in seminaries and have led to a resurgence of expository preaching,

influencing thousands of pastors and educators worldwide.

Q: Can lay preachers benefit from Robinson’s approach?

A: Yes, Robinson’s methodology is accessible for lay leaders, providing a clear framework for

delivering biblically faithful and relevant messages.



Q: What is the lasting legacy of Haddon Robinson in preaching?

A: Robinson’s legacy is his enduring influence on biblical preaching, providing a model that equips

communicators to proclaim God’s Word with clarity, conviction, and relevance.
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The Importance of Exegesis: Digging Deep for Meaning

Robinson stressed the crucial role of exegesis – the careful and systematic study of the biblical text.
This wasn't about forcing the text to fit a predetermined message, but about letting the text speak
for itself. He emphasized diligent study, employing tools like commentaries, lexicons, and
concordances to understand the original language, historical background, and literary genre. Only
then, he argued, could a preacher accurately convey the author's intended meaning.

The Art of Exposition: Unveiling the Text's Message

Once the exegetical work is complete, Robinson championed the art of exposition. This involves
more than simply explaining the text; it's about skillfully unfolding its message in a way that is both
clear and engaging. He emphasized structuring the sermon logically, moving from point to point
with clarity and precision, ensuring the audience understands the flow of thought. This clarity, he
believed, allows the congregation to grasp the central message and apply it to their lives.

Engaging the Audience: Bridging the Gap Between Text and
Life

Robinson’s method wasn't simply about conveying information; it was about transforming lives. He
understood the importance of connecting the ancient text to the contemporary listener. He didn't
shy away from applying the biblical message to real-life situations, showing the relevance of the
scripture to the audience's struggles, joys, and daily experiences. This application, however, always
stemmed directly from the text, never imposed upon it.

Key Principles of Haddon Robinson's Preaching
Methodology

Several key principles underpin Robinson's approach:

1. The Centrality of the Text:

The sermon begins and ends with the text. It's not a springboard for personal opinions or irrelevant
anecdotes, but a faithful exposition of God's Word.



2. Clarity of Communication:

Robinson emphasized the need for clear, concise, and understandable language. The goal is not to
impress with eloquence, but to communicate the message effectively.

3. Logical Structure:

A well-structured sermon guides the listener through the text's message, ensuring comprehension
and retention. This structure enhances the overall impact.

4. Relevant Application:

The sermon must connect the ancient text to the contemporary context, demonstrating the ongoing
relevance of God's Word.

5. Passionate Delivery:

While emphasizing clarity, Robinson also stressed the importance of genuine passion and
enthusiasm in delivering the message. The preacher's heart should be clearly evident.

The Enduring Legacy of Haddon Robinson

Haddon Robinson's influence on biblical preaching remains profound. His emphasis on careful
exegesis, clear exposition, and relevant application continues to inspire preachers worldwide. His
legacy is not just a set of techniques but a commitment to faithfulness to the text and a passion for
transforming lives through the power of God's Word. By embracing his principles, preachers can
equip themselves to deliver sermons that are both intellectually stimulating and spiritually
transformative.

Conclusion



Haddon Robinson's contribution to homiletics is immeasurable. His approach, a blend of rigorous
scholarship and engaging communication, provides a timeless model for effective biblical preaching.
By focusing on the text, clarifying the message, and connecting it to life, preachers can honor the
legacy of this influential figure and empower their congregations to live transformed lives.

FAQs

1. What are some of Haddon Robinson's most influential books on preaching? Some of his key works
include Biblical Preaching, Heirs of the Reformation, and Reaching the Heart of the Hearer.

2. How does Robinson's approach differ from other preaching styles? Unlike some more narrative or
topical approaches, Robinson's method prioritizes a deeply exegetical and expository understanding
of the specific biblical passage.

3. Is Robinson's method suitable for all types of sermons? While primarily focusing on expository
preaching, the principles of clarity, structure, and application remain valuable across various
sermon styles.

4. Where can I find resources to further study Robinson's preaching methodology? His books are
readily available, and many seminaries offer courses based on his teachings. Online resources and
lectures are also accessible.

5. How can I practically implement Robinson's principles in my own preaching preparation? Begin
with diligent exegesis, develop a clear outline, focus on concise language, and consistently seek to
connect the text to the lives of your congregation.

  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Biblical Preaching Haddon W. Robinson,
2014-03-18 This bestselling text by Haddon Robinson, considered by many to be the teacher of
preachers, has sold over 300,000 copies and is a contemporary classic in the field. It offers students,
pastors, and Bible teachers expert guidance in the development and delivery of expository sermons.
This new edition has been updated throughout and includes helpful exercises. Praise for the Second
Edition Named One of the 25 Most Influential Preaching Books of the Past 25 Years by Preaching
[An] outstanding introduction to the task of preparing and presenting biblical sermons. More than
any other book of the past quarter century, Biblical Preaching has profoundly influenced a
generation of evangelical preachers.--Preaching
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: The Art and Craft of Biblical Preaching
Zondervan,, 2009-05-26 A Comprehensive Resource for Today’s Christian Communicators. This
extensive encyclopedia is the most complete and practical work ever published on the art and craft
of biblical preaching. Its 11 major sections contain nearly 200 articles, comprehensively covering
topics on preaching and methodology, including: Sermon structure and “the big idea.” The art of
introductions, transitions, and conclusions. Methods for sermon prep, from outlining to exercising.
Approaches to different types of preaching: topical, expository, evangelistic, and more. Best
practices for sermon delivery, speaking with authority, and using humor. Leveraging effective
illustrations and stories. Understanding audience. and much more. Entries are characterized by
intensely practical and vivid writing designed to help preachers deepen their understanding and
sharpen their communication skills. The contributors include a virtual Who’s Who of preaching from



a cross section of denominations and traditions, such as Dallas Willard, John Ortberg, Rick Warren,
Warren Wiersbe, Alice Mathews, John Piper, Andy Stanley, and many others. Haddon Robinson and
Craig Brian Larson—two of today’s most respected voices in preaching—provide editorial oversight.
Includes audio CD with preaching technique examples from the book.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: It's All in How You Tell It Haddon W. Robinson,
Torrey Robinson, 2003-03-01 Pastors are continually looking for resources to make their preaching
more powerful and culturally relevant. Old-school models based on three-point outlines do not
resonate with today's churchgoers, who are accustomed to media-driven modes of expression. It's All
in How You Tell It provides the tools and insights necessary to help both veteran and novice
preachers move from ineffective habits into adrenaline-pumping, dramatic sermon delivery. They
will learn to preach by retelling a scriptural account from the vantage point of a biblical
character-combining the power of drama with God's Word. Nationally known preaching expert
Haddon W. Robinson and his son, Torrey, examine issues such as exegeting a text for a first-person
approach, structuring a narrative sermon, determining how to portray biblical characters, and
staging and delivering the sermon itself. With this book seminary and Bible college students have
the opportunity to build foundations for engaging, story-filled preaching ministries. The end result
will be more preachers who love to tell the story and more church members who are hungry to hear
it.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Models for Biblical Preaching Haddon W. Robinson,
Patricia Batten, 2014-04-15 This companion volume to the bestselling Biblical Preaching provides
models of biblical preaching from Old Testament texts. This allows students of preaching to see the
theory of Robinson's classic work fleshed out in actual sermons from exemplary preachers.
Following each sermon, Robinson offers a brief commentary and interviews the preacher, providing
students with practical insight into ministry life and sermon preparation.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Making a Difference in Preaching Haddon W.
Robinson, 2002-04-01 An edited collection of Haddon Robinson's shorter writings on preaching,
designed to help readers understand his preaching theory, method, and practice.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Biblical Sermons Haddon W. Robinson, 1997-02
Haddon Robinson's method in Biblical Preaching is employed in twelve expository messages with
accompanying comments on each by the editor and interviews with each preacher.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Effective First-Person Biblical Preaching J. Kent
Edwards, 2009-05-26 The Steps from Text to Narrative SermonPresenting biblically centered
sermons in a new,creative genrePastors and teachers are always on the lookout for newways to
expand the effectiveness of their preaching.Sermons delivered in the first-person point of view
canweave the power of story and drama into the biblicalteaching, making familiar—and
not-so-familiar—characters and situations come to life. This book helpsstudents and pastors
understand how first-personsermons can be preached with biblical integrity. Itextends Haddon
Robinson’s “big idea” philosophy ofpreaching to this new genre.J. Kent Edwards takes a practical
approach as he walksreaders through the steps needed for creating sermonsthat are faithful to the
text and engaging to the listener.Examples and worksheets enable readers to apply thisunique
approach to one of their own sermons. The bookincludes a CD-ROM with a video sample of
first-personnarrative preaching.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Preparing Expository Sermons Ramesh Richard,
2001-11-01 The Bible is what God has made. Sermons are what we make with what God has made.
This is the foundation for developing expository messages, according to Ramesh Richard. His
method, explained in Preparing Expository Sermons, has been field-tested in training seminars for
thousands of preachers around the world. Richard's book is a simple do-it-yourself resource for
developing and preaching expository sermons. It guides the reader through a seven-step process,
with many practical suggestions and illustrative charts along the way. In addition, there are eleven
appendixes that include information on: o how to choose a text o preaching narratives o
understanding your audience o forms of sermon introduction A comprehensive sermon evaluation



questionnaire is included as well. Preparing Expository Sermons, an updated and expanded version
of Scripture Sculpture, is ideal for beginning preachers, lay preachers without formal training, or
any pastor who is looking for a refresher course in expository sermon preparation.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: The Big Idea Companion for Preaching and Teaching
Matthew D. Kim, Scott M. Gibson, 2021-04-20 Preaching 2022 Book of the Year Haddon Robinson's
widely used and influential text, Biblical Preaching, has influenced generations of students and
preachers. In The Big Idea Companion for Preaching and Teaching, trusted leading evangelical
homileticians, teachers of preaching, and experienced pastors demonstrate that Robinson's big idea
approach to expository preaching still works in today's diverse cultures and fast-paced world. This
accessible resource offers an insider's view on figuring out the big idea of each book of the Bible,
helping preachers and teachers check their interpretation of particular biblical books and passages.
The contributors offer tips on how to divide each book of the Bible into preaching and teaching
passages, guidance on difficult passages and verses, cultural perspectives for faithful application,
and suggested resources for interpreting, preaching, and teaching. Pastors, teachers, Bible study
leaders, small groups, and college and seminary students and professors will find a wealth of
valuable information in this resource.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: The Moody Handbook of Preaching John Koessler,
2008-09-01 I can't tell you how many times I have preached and afterward promised God I would
never embarrass Him like that again. — Joseph M. Stowell. Unnatural. Supernatural. A gift. Hard
work. Exhilarating. Terrifying. These words only begin to describe the challenge and reward each
pastor experiences. So what can assist today's pastors in such an endeavor? The Moody Handbook of
Preaching. With contributors like Michael Easley, Joseph Stowell, and George Sweeting, these pages
will reinvigorate you with an energizing love for preaching. And with topics such as evangelism,
homiletics, and historical narrative, this book will equip you to be effective in today's postmodern
age. A rich resource, The Moody Handbook of Preaching encompasses the philosophy, formation,
and delivery of preaching. Whether you're a seminary student or a seasoned pastor, this book will
prove invaluable in your call by God to preach.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: The Big Idea of Biblical Preaching Keith Willhite,
Scott M. Gibson, 2003-02-01 Since 1980, Haddon Robinson has influenced generations of students
and preachers through his widely used classic text, Biblical Preaching, in which he shows preachers
how to communicate the Bible's big ideas with precision. But does Robinson's big idea approach to
expository preaching still work in today's diverse cultures and fast-paced world? The Big Idea of
Biblical Preaching, now in paperback, presents a strong defense of the ongoing relevance of this
approach to expository preaching. An experienced and skilled group of contributors to this volume
includes: Paul Borden, Scott M. Gibson, Duane Litfin, Terry Mattingly, John Reed, Bruce L. Shelley,
Donald R. Sunukjian, Joseph M. Stowell III, Bruce K. Waltke, Scott Wenig, and Keith Willhite. This
volume is written not only for the current generation of students but also for today's preachers, who
will find in the pages of this book a powerful approach to expository preaching.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: How to Preach without Notes Charles W. Koller,
2007-09-01 This is a classic that has stood the test of time. For forty-five years, seminary students
and pastors have benefited from the principles found in this book. Two of Koller's popular texts,
Expository Preaching without Notes and Sermons Preached without Notes, are combined in a single
volume that allows preachers to prepare and deliver sermons without being tied to a manuscript or
even outlines or notes. Among the eighteen topics discussed are the biblical conception of
preaching, the advantages of preaching without notes, homiletical devices, the importance of
structure, and the systematic filing of materials. Now repackaged for the next generation of
preachers, with a foreword by current Northern Seminary preaching professor Michael J. Quicke,
How to Preach without Notes is poised to continue its history of strong and steady sales.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Invitation to Biblical Preaching , Written in a
conversational style with profuse examples to illustrate all concepts, Invitation to Biblical Preaching
takes the reader step-by-step through the entire process of preparing a biblical message, from



studying a passage with skill and integrity to delivering a message with persuasion, accuracy,
passion, and relevance. An experienced pastor and homiletics professor, Donald Sunukjian provides
budding pastors with wise counsel that is sure to stay with them throughout their ministries.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Encountering God through Expository Preaching
Ryan Fullerton, Jim Orrick, Brian Payne, 2017-06-15 Preaching occurs when a holy man of God
opens the Word of God and says to the people of God, “Come and experience God with me in this
text.” Encountering God through Expository Preaching ushers preachers of all levels of experience
through the practical steps necessary to preach with power. The authors not only cover the
exegetical skills and homiletical techniques necessary for sound preaching, but they also dive deeper
to emphasize how a pastor’s character and reliance upon the Holy Spirit are essential to preaching
God’s word effectively. As the preacher encounters God in preaching, he will preach with spiritual
power and see lives transformed and churches strengthened.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Decision Making by the Book Haddon Robinson,
2010-10-01 It’s said that decisions are made in the details. And yet, we make hundreds, even
thousands of decisions daily. So how do Christians process all those details and come up with
answers that please God? In Decision-Making by the Book, author, lecturer, and radio personality,
Haddon W. Robinson, takes his usual clear-eyed, not-a-word-wasted approach, to help you make
decisions according to biblical principles—every time.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Preaching to a Postmodern World Graham M.
Johnston, 2001-07-01 While growing churches dot our urban centers and country landscapes,
church-goers and students today are actually less likely to maintain a Christian worldview than in
the past. In fact, the majority of society does not even believe in objective truth. A minister out of
touch with this culture is like an uninformed missionary trying to teach in a foreign country. To
communicate God's Word effectively in the twenty-first century, teachers need to know how to
connect with and confront an audience of postmodern listeners. In Preaching to a Postmodern
World, Johnston shows pastors, seminary students, professors, lay teachers, and church leaders can
reach the present age without selling out to it. The book discusses how to: • distinguish between
modernism and postmodernism • understand postmodern worldviews • change the style of
preaching without compromising the substance • take advantage of new opportunities provided by
the cultural shift • show an inattentive society the relevance of God's truth The author's keen
insights into contemporary pop and media culture also help equip speakers to address today's
listeners with clarity and relevance.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: A Little Book for New Preachers Matthew D. Kim,
2020-01-14 One of the central tasks of pastoral ministry is preaching the Word of God. Yet those who
are called to ministry may feel unprepared, unable, or unwilling to step into this role. In this brief
introduction to homiletics, seasoned preacher Matthew Kim provides proven insight and guidance
about the importance and history of preaching, the characteristics of faithful preaching, and the
personal habits of a faithful preacher.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Applying the Sermon Daniel Overdorf, 2009-08-28
Finally a tool to help Pastors shape applications that so many congregations have long desired. Even
the most seasoned homileticians balk at sermon application. Why? Because application requires
preachers to toss a grenade-like thus saith the Lord into people's lives, and to do so repeatedly.
-From the introduction Despite the concern many pastors feel when it comes to sermon application,
most homiletics texts devote little more than a chapter, if that, to this vital topic. Daniel Overdorf
has filled this glaring gap with Applying the Sermon. This book equips preachers to develop sermon
application that grows from the biblical text and addresses the needs of contemporary
congregations. Each chapter includes snippets of interviews with five of today's most respected
homileticians--Haddon Robinson, Will Willimon, Tom Long, Vic Pentz, and Bob Russell. A great
addition to any pastoral library, and a valuable resource for Bible college and seminary courses,
Overdorf's Applying the Sermon also includes an extensive bibliography and a sermon application
worksheet to give pastors a chance to acquire hands-on experience with these techniques.



  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: The Art of Preaching Old Testament Narrative
Steven D. Mathewson, 2021-06-15 A veteran pastor with thirty years of experience guides readers
through a ten-step process to preaching Old Testament narratives from text selection to delivery.
The first edition received a Christianity Today award of merit and a Preaching magazine Book of the
Year award. This edition, now updated and revised throughout for a new generation, includes a new
chapter on how to preach Christ from the Old Testament and an exemplary sample sermon from
Mathewson. Foreword by Haddon W. Robinson.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Communicating for a Change Andy Stanley, Lane
Jones, 2008-08-19 When You Talk, Are People Changed? Whether you speak from the pulpit, podium,
or the front of a classroom, you don’t need much more than blank stares and faraway looks to tell
you you’re not connecting. Take heart before your audience takes leave! You can convey your
message in the powerful, life-changing way it deserves to be told. An insightful, entertaining parable
that’s an excellent guide for any speaker, Communicating for a Change takes a simple approach to
delivering effectively. Join Pastor Ray as he discovers that the secrets to successful speaking are
parallel to the lessons a trucker learns on the road. By knowing your destination before you leave
(identifying the one basic premise of your message), using your blinkers (making transitions
obvious), and implementing five other practical points, you’ll drive your message home every time!
“Long ago, in a galaxy far, far away…” “Once upon a time…” “In the beginning…” Great stories
capture and hold an audience’s attention from start to finish. Why should it be any different when
you stand up to speak? In Communicating for a Change, Andy Stanley and Lane Jones offer a unique
strategy for communicators seeking to deliver captivating and practical messages. In this highly
creative presentation, the authors unpack seven concepts that will empower you to engage and
impact your audience in a way that leaves them wanting more. “Whether you are a senior pastor
with weekly teaching responsibilities or a student pastor who has bern charged with engaging the
hearts and minds of high school students, this book is a must-read.” -Bill Hybels, Senior pastor,
Willow Creak Community Church “A very practical resource for every biblical communicator who
wants to go from good to great.” -Ed Young, Senior pastor, Fellowship Church, Grapevine, Texas “To
communicate effectively, you have to connect. Andy has been connecting with people for years, and
now he’s sharing his insights with the rest of us.” -Jeff Foxworthy, Comedian Story Behind the Book
Andy Stanley and Lane Jones are on staff at one of America ’s largest churches, North Point
Community. Leaders of thousands of people, they regularly speak in front of large groups. They also
listen to numerous speakers and know the disastrous effects of a poorly delivered message. This
book is the result of their efforts to make public speaking—one of the most common fear-inducing
activities known to mankind—simple, easy, and even enjoyable, so that God’s messages will readily
produce the life-changing results they should.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: The Worlds of the Preacher Scott M. Gibson,
2018-04-17 Building on Haddon Robinson's philosophical approach to preaching, this book brings
together accomplished evangelical preachers and teachers to help students and pastors understand
the worlds--biblical, cultural, and personal--that influence and impact their preaching. The
contributors explore the various inner and outer worlds in which a preacher functions with the goal
of helping preachers sharpen their craft. Foreword by Bryan Chapell.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Preaching by Heart Ryan P. Tinetti, 2021-06-22
There’s a seemingly innocuous villain that is taking up residence in the pulpits of countless
churches, disrupting the connection between the pastor and the people and keeping the
proclamation of God’s word from having its full effect. That villain is the preacher’s notes. Preachers
know this all too well. Many wish that they could “preach by heart” without the aid of notes, but are
unsure how to do so—and are left feeling frustrated and discouraged by the presence of that
disruptive interloper. Author Ryan Tinetti shares an unexpected solution in the form of an ancient
and time-tested practice known as the method of loci, or Memory Palace. Surveying portions of
classical rhetoric that are especially relevant for contemporary preachers and diving deep into the
theory and practice of the Memory Palace, Preaching by Heart plunders these ancient treasures that



have been so formative for preachers through the ages but too oft neglected in our own time. When
pastors preach by heart, they find greater satisfaction in the homiletic task and their proclamation is
even more effective. Preaching by Heart shows how to pitch the notes and reach that goal.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Text-Driven Preaching Dr. Daniel L. Akin, David L.
Allen, Ned Mathews, 2010-07-01 Text-Driven Preaching features essays by Daniel L. Akin, Paige
Patterson, David Alan Black, Jerry Vines, Hershael York, David L. Allen, Bill Bennett, Ned L.
Mathews, Robert Vogel, and Jim Shaddix urging pastors to commit to presenting true expository
preaching from the pulpit. Concerned over what some church leaders even consider to be expository
preaching today, they agree, “This book rests firmly on the biblical and theological foundation for
exposition: God has spoken.” Capturing the urgency and spirit of these writings in the book’s
preface, co-editor Allen notes, “The church today is anemic spiritually for many reasons, but one of
the major reasons has to be the loss of biblical content in so much of contemporary preaching. Pop
psychology substitutes for the Word of God . . . in the headlong rush to be relevant, People magazine
and popular television shows have replaced Scripture as sermonic resources.”
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Honest to God Preaching Brent A. Strawn,
2021-12-07 Brent A. Strawn focuses on the importance of honesty in preaching, especially around
three challenging Old Testament themes: sin, suffering, and violence. He makes the case that
preaching honestly about these topics is critical in the church today. Without honesty regarding
them, there is no way forward to reconciliation, health, and recovery. He frames this work
specifically for working preachers, to help them speak to these thorny themes with depth and clarity.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: 8 Habits for Growth Darryl Dash, 2021-08-03 Don’t
just do the right actions. Build habits—and watch your life be transformed. Many books try to help
you do the right actions. But the real key to life transformation—for yourself and then for others—is
building habits that become part of your life. Because habits don’t just dictate what you do. They
reflect who you are. In 8 Habits for Growth, Darryl Dash wants to show you the eight long-term
practices—all very doable—that will lead to permanent growth if you incorporate them into your life.
You’ll learn why it’s important to: Make time Rest Read or listen to the Bible Pray Pursue worship
and community in a church Care for your body Simplify your spiritual life Build a rule of life Personal
growth doesn’t happen overnight. But it does happen, slowly, as you build God’s habits into your life.
So what are you waiting for? Start your new habits today and let God transform who you are . . . and
who you can become.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: The Peoples' Sermon Shauna K. Hannan, 2021-11-09
The proclamation of the gospel is the responsibility of the baptized rather than the privilege of the
ordained. Preaching is not a solo endeavor. It is a communal practice, a ministry of the whole
congregation that is most faithful when the process is shared. In The Peoples' Sermon, Shauna K.
Hannan argues that it is no longer faithful for a preacher to craft a sermon in isolation, step into the
pulpit (literally or metaphorically) on Sunday morning, offer a one-sided monologue, and on Monday
start all over, alone, with the process of researching and writing in preparation for the following
Sunday. Hannan's goal is to create vital worshipping communities where all know and live out their
roles in the preaching ministry of the congregation, where both clergy and laity are empowered and
equipped in their roles before, during, and after the sermon. She encourages readers to reflect on
what preaching is and why the church engages in this practice, and to explore various roles in the
preaching ministry of the congregation. She guides readers and their communities through a
process that equips hearers to fulfill their active roles in the preaching ministry of the congregation.
The Peoples' Sermon dares to suggest that preaching is most faithful when it is collaborative.
Pastors do not own the pulpit; they steward it.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: A Manual for Preaching Abraham Kuruvilla,
2019-10-15 Abraham Kuruvilla's A Vision for Preaching offered an integrated biblical and theological
vision for preaching. A Manual for Preaching addresses the practical (and perennial) issue of how to
move from the biblical text to an effective sermon. The author, a well-respected teacher of
preachers, shows how to discern the text's theological meaning and let that meaning shape the



development of the sermon. Clearly written and illustrated with Old Testament and New Testament
examples, the book helps preachers negotiate larger swaths of Scripture and includes two annotated
sermon manuscripts from Kuruvilla.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: The Power of Multisensory Preaching and
Teaching Rick Blackwood, 2009-05-26 Most preaching and teaching in the church engages only one
of the senses—hearing. In The Power of Multisensory Preaching and Teaching, Rick Blackwood
shows how recognizing and engaging the multiple senses of the congregation can lead to greater
impact. Blackwood presents both biblical evidence and scientific research showing that the more
senses we stimulate in teaching and preaching, the greater the levels of learner attention,
comprehension, and retention. Blackwood addresses both the “why” and the “how” of multisensory
communication. Regardless of one’s current skill level, this practical book can help anyone add
multi-sensory elements to messages in order to take communication to the next level—more
compelling, clear, and memorable. As a result of reading this book readers can be more effective as
a communicator and teacher. The book includes tools, examples, and worksheets.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Christ-Centered Sermons Bryan Chapell, 2013-10-15
Highly regarded preacher and teacher Bryan Chapell shows readers how he has prepared expository
sermons according to the principles he developed in his bestselling Christ-Centered Preaching. This
companion volume provides concrete examples of how a redemptive approach to Scripture is fleshed
out in various types of sermons and various genres of the Bible. The example sermons not only
demonstrate different approaches but also are analyzed for pedagogical purposes, helping readers
move from theory to practice. In essence, the book allows students and preachers to look over
Chapell's shoulder as he prepares these messages to learn how to construct their own expository
sermons that communicate grace and truth from both the Old and New Testaments.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: One Year to Better Preaching Daniel Overdorf,
2013-09-06 One Year to Better Preaching provides preachers with fifty-two hands-on exercises that
sharpen their homiletical skills. The book is designed particularly for those who preach each
week—and have been, perhaps, for some time—to help them get out of the rut of the routine and
infuse their preaching with new sparks of creativity, fresh approaches to sermon preparation and
design, and sharpened verbal and nonverbal communication skills. Novice preachers, also, will find
the exercises useful in developing their preaching abilities. Each chapter includes instructions for an
exercise, tools and suggestions needed for the exercise, comments from preachers who completed it,
and recommended resources for further study The exercises address eight categories of homiletics:
• Prayer and Preaching • Bible Interpretation • Understanding Listeners • Sermon Construction •
Illustrations and Applications • Word Crafting • The Preaching Event • Sermon Evaluation Readers
can complete the exercises in the order presented, which address different categories week to week,
or they can sharpen their skills in a particular category over a period of weeks by using the chart
provided. They might also work through the exercises in collaboration with other preachers. One
Year to Better Preaching will leave a preacher reinvigorated and better equipped to proclaim the
Word of God skillfully, passionately, and effectively.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Preaching the Parables Craig L. Blomberg,
2004-07-01 A guide to preaching the parables that shows how to first interpret the parables, then
proclaim their significance.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Rediscovering Expository Preaching John MacArthur,
Masters College Faculty Staff, 1992 A vast reservoir of knowledge and experience from one of
America's foremost speakers, this definitive book touches every base from the history of expository
preaching to the mandate for Biblical inerrancy. MacArthur's goal is to motivate and equip the next
generation of Christian leaders who want to provide wholesome spiritual nourishment for God's
people from His Word.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Privilege the Text! Abraham Kuruvilla, 2013-04-25
Privilege the Text! spans the conceptual gap between biblical text and life application by providing a
rigorous theological hermeneutic for preaching. Kuruvilla describes the theological entity that is the



intermediary between ancient text and modern audience, and defines its crucial function in
determining valid application. Based on this hermeneutic, he submits a new mode of reading
Scripture for preaching: a Christiconic interpretation of the biblical text, a hermeneutically robust
way to understand the depiction of the Second Person of the Trinity in Scripture. In addition,
Kuruvilla’s work provides a substantive theology of spiritual formation through preaching: what it
means to obey God, the Christian’s responsibility to undertake “faith-full” obedience to divine
demand, and the incentives for such obedience—all integral to understanding the sermonic
movement from text to application. Privilege the Text! promises to be useful not only for preachers,
and students and teachers of homiletics, but for all who are interested in the exposition of Scripture
that culminates in application for the glory of God.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Mastering Contemporary Preaching Bill Hybels,
D. Stuart Briscoe, Haddon W. Robinson, 1989
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Preaching Points Scott M. Gibson, Haddon W.
Robinson, Jeffrey D. Arthurs, Patricia M. Batten, Matthew D. Kim, 2016 This volume is a collection of
some of the best of the hundreds of Preaching Points that the Haddon W. Robinson Center for
Preaching at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary has produced. Preaching Points is a weekly
podcast on iTunes U that features conversations on preaching by Haddon Robinson, Jeffrey Arthurs,
Matthew Kim, and Patricia Batten-all members of the preaching faculty of Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary, South Hamilton campus. This book offers diverse topics based upon on how
they relate to preaching-the preacher's spiritual life, the way to preach, the way to live life as
preachers, their role as a preacher, considerations for listeners, and so forth.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Christ-Centered Preaching Bryan Chapell,
2018-05-15 In this complete guide to expository preaching, Bryan Chapell teaches the basics of
preparation, organization, and delivery--the trademarks of great preaching. This new edition of a
bestselling resource, now updated and revised throughout, shows how Chapell's case for expository
preaching reaches twenty-first-century readers.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Power in the Pulpit Jerry Vines, James L. Shaddix,
1999-06-10 The call to preach is just that- a call to preach. The call to preach, however, is more than
just preaching. The call to preach is a call to prepare. Too many pastors have refrained from
preparation while they await the Holy Spirit to do all of the work. God expects preachers to prepare
sermons as much as possible and allow Him to prepare the preachers. Join Dr. Jerry Vines and Dr.
Jim Shaddix as they achieve a balanced approach to teaching sermon preparation in Power in the
Pulpit. This book combines the essential perspectives of a pastor of forty years with another pastor
who also devotes daily time to training pastors in the context of theological education. Thus, Power
in the Pulpit is a practical preaching help from a pastoral perspective in the tradition where
expository preaching is a paramount and frequent event in the life of the local church. Power in the
Pulpit is the combined work of Dr. Vines's two earlier publications on preaching: A Practical Guide to
Sermon Preparation (Moody Press, 1985) and A Guide to Effective Sermon Delivery (Moody Press,
1986). Dr. Shaddix carefully organizes and supplements the material to offer this useful resource
which closes the gap between classroom theory and what a pastor experiences in his weekly sermon
preparation.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Faithful Preaching Tony Merida, 2009 Faithful
preaching is the responsible, passionate, and authentic declaration of the Christ-exalting Scriptures,
by the power of the Spirit, for the glory of the triune God.--Publisher's Description.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: Ordering Your Private World Gordon MacDonald,
2017-09-05 Does your life feel cluttered? Maybe an overcrowded calendar isn't your only problem!
In this updated classic, learn how our technology-focused generation can deal with stress and find
balance in life by submitting to God in five areas: motivation, priorities, intellect, spiritual growth,
and rest. We have schedule planners, computerized calendars, smart phones, and sticky notes to
help us organize our business and social lives every day. But what about organizing the other side of
our lives? The spiritual side? In Ordering Your Private World, Gordon MacDonald equips you to live



life from the inside out, cultivating the inner victory necessary for effectiveness. Simplifying your
external life begins with seeking internal order. In addition to focusing on spiritual and mental
disciplines, you’ll discover: The difference between being driven and being called The lifelong
pursuit of the growth of the mind The importance of being a listener and reader How to exercise
your soul to keep it in good shape Our culture encourages us to believe that the busy, publicly active
person is also the most spiritual. Our massive responsibilities at home, work, and church have
resulted in many of us on the verge of collapse. Learn to take a step back from the outer world and
deal with the stress of life by developing your inner world: your soul.
  biblical preaching by haddon robinson: The Four Pages of the Sermon Paul Scott Wilson,
2010-09-01 Doing justice to the complexity of the preaching task and the questions that underlie it,
Wilson organizes both the preparation and the content of the sermon around its four pages. Each
page addresses a different theological and creative component of what happens in any sermon. Page
One presents the trouble or conflict that takes place in or that underscores the biblical text itself.
Page Two looks at similar conflict--sin or brokenness--in our own time. Page Three returns to the
Bible to identify where God is at work in or behind the text--in other words, to discover the good
news. Page Four points to God at work in our world, particularly in relation to the situations
described in Page Two.
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