
bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry

bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry is a remarkable literary work that has captivated readers and critics
alike since its release. This article offers a comprehensive exploration of Bonnie Garmus’s debut novel,
delving into its plot, themes, characters, historical context, and widespread impact. Readers will discover
how Lessons in Chemistry blends humor, feminism, and science, and why it has become a significant
cultural touchstone. We will examine Garmus’s writing style, the book’s reception, adaptations, and the
reasons behind its enduring popularity. Whether you’re a passionate reader, a fan of literary fiction, or
interested in gender dynamics and scientific history, this guide will provide insightful perspectives and
essential information about Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus.
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Plot Overview of Lessons in Chemistry

Bonnie Garmus’s Lessons in Chemistry is set in 1960s California and centers on Elizabeth Zott, an
uncompromising chemist facing the challenges of sexism in both her professional and personal life.
Elizabeth’s brilliance and determination push her into the public eye when she becomes the host of a
television cooking show, “Supper at Six,” where she subverts expectations by teaching women the science
behind cooking and encouraging them to think beyond traditional roles. The novel intricately weaves
Elizabeth’s journey, her relationships, and the obstacles she overcomes, highlighting the struggle for
recognition and equality in a male-dominated world. Lessons in Chemistry combines wit, emotion, and
social commentary, creating a unique narrative that resonates with readers of all backgrounds.



Main Characters and Their Significance

Elizabeth Zott: A Trailblazing Protagonist

Elizabeth Zott is the heart of Bonnie Garmus’s Lessons in Chemistry. As a passionate chemist and single
mother, Elizabeth refuses to conform to societal expectations, making her a compelling character who
inspires others to challenge the status quo. Her scientific approach to life and cooking serves as a metaphor
for empowerment and resilience.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

The novel features a memorable cast that enriches the story and supports Elizabeth’s journey. Some of the
key supporting characters include:

Calvin Evans: A brilliant scientist and Elizabeth’s love interest, whose tragic fate shapes Elizabeth’s
path.

Madeline “Mad” Zott: Elizabeth’s precocious daughter, representing hope and curiosity for the future.

Walter Pine: A television producer who gives Elizabeth a platform to reach a wider audience.

Six-Thirty: Elizabeth’s loyal dog, offering emotional support and adding depth to the narrative.

Each character plays a significant role in highlighting themes of perseverance, family, and the pursuit of
scientific truth.

Major Themes in Bonnie Garmus’s Novel

Feminism and Gender Equality

One of the most prominent themes in Lessons in Chemistry is feminism. The novel examines the barriers



women face in science, academia, and everyday life during the 1960s. Elizabeth Zott’s refusal to accept
discrimination and her efforts to empower other women are central to the story’s impact.

The Power of Science and Rational Thinking

Lessons in Chemistry emphasizes the importance of scientific inquiry and rational thought. Elizabeth’s
insistence on applying chemistry to daily life challenges social conventions and encourages readers to
question assumptions.

Resilience and Personal Growth

Resilience is a recurring motif, as Elizabeth overcomes personal and professional setbacks. Her journey
illustrates the importance of self-belief and adaptability, inspiring readers to pursue their passions regardless
of obstacles.

Historical and Scientific Context

1960s America: Social and Cultural Setting

The novel’s setting in 1960s America is crucial to its themes and characterization. During this period,
women’s roles were largely confined to domestic spaces, and scientific fields were dominated by men. The
backdrop of social change, including the rise of the feminist movement, adds depth to Elizabeth’s struggles
and triumphs.

The Evolution of Women in Science

Lessons in Chemistry sheds light on the challenges and achievements of women scientists. Elizabeth’s
experiences mirror those of real-life pioneers who paved the way for future generations. The novel
highlights the importance of representation, mentorship, and advocacy within STEM fields.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques



Bonnie Garmus’s Unique Voice

Bonnie Garmus’s writing style is characterized by sharp wit, vivid descriptions, and emotionally resonant
prose. She employs humor and irony to address serious topics, making complex scientific concepts accessible
and engaging for readers.

Structure and Point of View

Lessons in Chemistry utilizes a third-person narrative, allowing for a multifaceted exploration of characters
and situations. The novel’s structure incorporates flashbacks, multiple perspectives, and detailed character
development, enhancing its storytelling and thematic richness.

Critical Reception and Cultural Impact

Acclaim from Critics and Readers

Since its publication, Lessons in Chemistry has received widespread praise for its originality, character
depth, and insightful commentary. Critics have lauded Garmus’s ability to blend humor with social critique,
while readers have resonated with Elizabeth Zott’s determination and authenticity.

Influence on Popular Culture and Discourse

The novel has sparked conversations about gender equality, scientific representation, and the importance of
challenging stereotypes. Lessons in Chemistry has inspired book clubs, educational discussions, and
adaptations, cementing its place as a culturally significant work.

Adaptations and Future Prospects

Television and Media Adaptations

Lessons in Chemistry’s success has led to its adaptation for television, expanding its reach to new audiences.
The story’s compelling characters and themes make it well-suited for visual storytelling, promising
continued influence and relevance in popular culture.



Legacy and Continued Relevance

Bonnie Garmus’s debut novel is poised to remain a touchstone for discussions about science, feminism, and
literary innovation. Its enduring popularity ensures that Lessons in Chemistry will continue to inspire
readers and viewers for years to come.

Q: What is the central theme of bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry?
A: The central theme of Bonnie Garmus’s Lessons in Chemistry is the fight for gender equality and
women’s empowerment, especially within male-dominated fields like science. The novel also explores
resilience, rational thinking, and the importance of challenging societal norms.

Q: Who is the main character in Lessons in Chemistry?
A: The main character is Elizabeth Zott, a brilliant chemist who becomes an unconventional television
cooking show host, advocating for women’s independence and scientific literacy.

Q: How does Lessons in Chemistry portray women in science?
A: The novel portrays women in science as intelligent, capable, and often underappreciated due to societal
biases. It highlights the obstacles they face and the importance of perseverance and advocacy.

Q: Why has Lessons in Chemistry gained widespread popularity?
A: Lessons in Chemistry has gained popularity due to its engaging narrative, relatable characters, and
timely themes of feminism and scientific curiosity, resonating with diverse audiences.

Q: What role does science play in the novel?
A: Science is integral to the story, both as a profession for Elizabeth and as a metaphor for logical thinking
and empowerment. The novel demystifies chemistry, making it accessible and relevant to everyday life.

Q: Are there adaptations of Lessons in Chemistry?
A: Yes, Lessons in Chemistry has been adapted into a television series, expanding its reach and bringing its
story to a wider audience.



Q: What time period is Lessons in Chemistry set in?
A: The novel is set in the early 1960s, a time of significant social change and gender-based challenges in the
United States.

Q: What makes Bonnie Garmus’s writing style unique?
A: Garmus’s writing is noted for its sharp wit, clear prose, and the ability to blend humor with serious
social commentary, making complex themes engaging and accessible.

Q: Who are some supporting characters in Lessons in Chemistry?
A: Key supporting characters include Calvin Evans (Elizabeth’s partner), Madeline “Mad” Zott (her
daughter), Walter Pine (TV producer), and Six-Thirty (her dog).

Q: What impact has Lessons in Chemistry had on readers and culture?
A: Lessons in Chemistry has inspired discussions about gender roles, representation in STEM, and the value
of challenging stereotypes, making it a culturally influential and widely discussed novel.
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H2: Elizabeth Zott: A Rebellious Chemist in a Man's
World

At the heart of Lessons in Chemistry is Elizabeth Zott, a fiercely independent and brilliant chemist
working in a male-dominated 1960s scientific community. Garmus masterfully portrays Elizabeth's
struggles against sexism and societal expectations. She's not your typical damsel in distress; she's a
woman who refuses to conform, embracing her intelligence and challenging the status quo with
every sarcastic retort and groundbreaking experiment. Her unwavering confidence in the face of
adversity makes her an incredibly relatable and empowering character.

H3: Navigating a Patriarchal Landscape

The novel brilliantly depicts the subtle and overt sexism Elizabeth faces daily. From being
overlooked for promotions to being constantly undermined by her male colleagues, her journey
highlights the pervasive inequalities women encountered in the scientific field during that era.
Garmus doesn't shy away from the harsh realities of the time, yet she manages to infuse the
narrative with humor and wit, making the serious themes both engaging and accessible.

H2: More Than Just Science: Exploring Themes of
Feminism and Family

While the scientific world forms a significant backdrop, Lessons in Chemistry transcends the purely
scientific. The novel deeply explores themes of feminism, motherhood, and the complexities of family
relationships. Elizabeth's unconventional approach to motherhood, challenging traditional gender
roles, resonates powerfully with contemporary readers. Her refusal to conform to societal
expectations regarding childcare and career ambitions makes her a compelling symbol of female
empowerment.

H3: The Unexpected Joys of Motherhood (and a Talking Dog)

The inclusion of Elizabeth's daughter, 6-year-old Madeline, and her dog, 60, adds layers of
unexpected humor and warmth to the story. The interactions between these three characters
provide some of the book’s most heartwarming and hilarious moments. Madeline's sharp wit and
60's surprisingly insightful commentary add a unique dynamic to the narrative, creating a refreshing
and unconventional family portrait.



H2: The Power of Storytelling and the Impact of
Television

Garmus cleverly uses Elizabeth's unexpected television career to amplify her message. The cooking
show "Supper at Six" becomes a platform for Elizabeth to subtly, yet effectively, challenge societal
norms and impart important life lessons, all while teaching viewers about chemistry and nutrition.
This ingenious plot device adds another layer of complexity to the narrative, highlighting the power
of storytelling and media influence.

H4: Subverting Expectations Through a Cooking Show

The surprising success of Elizabeth's cooking show isn't just about food; it's about using a seemingly
innocuous platform to disseminate progressive ideas to a wider audience. This clever strategy
demonstrates the potential for subversion and societal change through unexpected avenues.

H2: Why Lessons in Chemistry Resonates with Readers
Today

The novel's enduring appeal lies in its ability to blend humor, wit, and poignant social commentary
seamlessly. Elizabeth Zott's journey is not only inspiring but also incredibly relatable, transcending
the specific context of the 1960s. The themes of female empowerment, societal expectations, and the
pursuit of personal fulfillment resonate deeply with readers regardless of their background or
gender.

Conclusion

Bonnie Garmus' Lessons in Chemistry is more than just a captivating novel; it's a powerful testament
to the strength and resilience of women in the face of adversity. Its witty writing style, engaging
characters, and insightful commentary on societal issues make it a truly unforgettable read. The
book's success lies in its ability to combine humor with profound social commentary, creating a
compelling narrative that both entertains and inspires. It's a must-read for anyone seeking a
thought-provoking and thoroughly enjoyable literary experience.



FAQs

1. Is Lessons in Chemistry a standalone novel or part of a series? It is currently a standalone novel.

2. What age group is this book best suited for? While appropriate for mature young adults, the
novel's wit and depth of thematic exploration make it best suited for adults.

3. Does the book contain explicit content? The novel contains some mature themes but avoids
graphic descriptions.

4. What is the main message of the book? The main message is a celebration of female
empowerment, challenging traditional gender roles and societal expectations.

5. Where can I purchase a copy of Lessons in Chemistry? You can purchase it from major online
retailers such as Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and others, as well as local bookstores.

  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Leverage LIVE Online Cheryle E Walker, 2021-09-14 In
an era where tools are not limiting, our challenge is to cultivate a productive LIVE online culture –
the opportunity is to maximise the effectiveness of remote working and virtual learning.
TRANSFORMATION is well underway As the global pandemic struck the world in 2020,
organisations and individuals, managers and entrepreneurs quickly hopped online to manage,
deliver and facilitate virtually what needed to get done. Gartner reported that 88% of organisations
worldwide made it mandatory or encouraged their employees to work from home after COVID-19
was declared a pandemic. Furthermore, 97% of organisations immediately cancelled all work-related
travel. We found new ways to work, collaborate, learn, consult and sell from a webcam. Many online
interactions went well, and many others were awkward, confusing or overwhelmingly fatiguing. But
everyone coped as best they could. LIVE ONLINE is now the long game As we grow and emerge
from the pandemic there are all sorts of ‘new normal’ to be redefined and navigated. Gartner now
reports that 74% of companies plan to shift some of their employees to remote working permanently.
As the majority of people have been working from home for over a year now, business leaders have
started to realise the many benefits of having a remote workforce. It’s all about LEVERAGE
Leveraging this shift to ‘virtual’ and ‘work-from-anywhere’ is now a compelling focus. Leaders must
overcome the disengagement, webcam fatigue and poorly prepared online meetings and virtual
workshops. The challenge now is how to really engage with flair, interact meaningfully, maintain
attention and raise commitment in the virtual LIVE online environment.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: The Swan Book Alexis Wright, 2016-06-28 Originally
published: Australia: Giramondo, 2013.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Chemistry Lessons Meredith Goldstein, 2018-06-19
From advice columnist Meredith Goldstein, a dazzling, romantic, and emotionally resonant YA debut
about a teen science whiz in Cambridge, Massachusetts, who tries to crack the chemical equation
for lasting love and instead wreaks havoc on herself and the boys in her life. For seventeen-year-old
Maya, the equation for happiness is simple: a dream internship at MIT + two new science nerd
friends + a perfect boyfriend = one amazing summer. Then Whit dumps her out of the blue. Maya is
miserable until she discovers that her scientist mother, before she died, was conducting research on



manipulating pheromones to enhance human attraction. If Maya can finish her mother’s work,
maybe she can get Whit back. But when her experiment creates chaos in her love life, she realizes
that maybe love and loss can’t be understood using the scientific method. Can she learn to trust the
unmeasurables of love and attraction instead?
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Martha Stewart's Cake Perfection Editors of Martha
Stewart Living, 2020-10-13 Martha Stewart perfects the art of cakes with 125 recipes for all
occasions, featuring exciting flavors, must-try designs, and dependable techniques. NAMED ONE OF
THE BEST COOKBOOKS OF THE YEAR BY FOOD NETWORK Martha Stewart’s authoritative baking
guide presents a beautiful collection of tiers and tortes, batters and buttercreams, and sheet cakes
and chiffons to tackle every cake creation. Teaching and inspiring like only she can, Martha Stewart
demystifies even the most extraordinary creations with her guidance and tricks for delicious cake
perfection. From everyday favorites to stunning showstoppers, Martha creates bold, modern flavors
and striking decorations perfect for birthdays, celebrations, and big bakes for a crowd. Think
comforting classics like Snickerdoodle Crumb Cake and Apricot Cheesecake and treats that take it
up a notch like Strawberry Ombré Cake and Coconut Chiffon Cake, plus a whole chapter on
cupcakes alone. With Martha's expert tips, even the most impressive, towering cakes will be in your
reach.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Martha Stewart's Cookie Perfection Editors of Martha
Stewart Living, 2019-10-15 Showstopper cookies for a new generation: from Martha Stewart, an
authoritative and creative collection to take your cookies to the next level in flavor, technique, and
decorative appeal NAMED ONE OF THE BEST COOKBOOKS OF THE YEAR BY FOOD NETWORK
The editors of Martha Stewart Living present a new, fun source for anyone looking to make their
go-to cookies even better and bolder. These recipes make ordinary cookies absolutely
extraordinary—all the familiar favorites you love, but taken up a notch in variety, flavor, and
creativity. Classic recipes discover new life with unexpected twists such as Brown-Butter Crinkle
Cookies and Carrot Cake Thumbprint Cookies. Go over-the-top in super-sized fashion with
Chocolate-Chocolate Chip Skillet Cookies; get inspired by cultures around the globe with Brazilian
Wedding Cookies and Stroopwafels; and celebrate with beautifully decorated holiday treats, such as
Easter Egg Puzzle Cookies and Snowball Truffles. Whether for a special celebration or a sweet
anytime-treat, you'll be sure to find inspiration to trade in your everyday cookies for versions far
more special—and especially delicious.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: They Left Us Everything Plum Johnson, 2016-07-26 A
warm, heartfelt memoir of family, loss, and a house jam-packed with decades of goods and
memories. After almost twenty years of caring for elderly parents—first for their senile father, and
then for their cantankerous ninety-three-year old mother—author Plum Johnson and her three
younger brothers have finally fallen to their middle-aged knees with conflicted feelings of grief and
relief. Now they must empty and sell the beloved family home, twenty-three rooms bulging with
history, antiques, and oxygen tanks. Plum thought: How tough will that be? I know how to buy
garbage bags. But the task turns out to be much harder and more rewarding than she ever
imagined. Items from childhood trigger difficult memories of her eccentric family growing up in the
1950s and ’60s, but unearthing new facts about her parents helps her reconcile those relationships,
with a more accepting perspective about who they were and what they valued. They Left Us
Everything is a funny, touching memoir about the importance of preserving family history to make
sense of the past, and nurturing family bonds to safeguard the future.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Chemistry Weike Wang, 2017-05-23 Winner of the
PEN/Hemingway Award A Washington Post Notable Book One of the Best Books of the Year: NPR,
Entertainment Weekly, Ann Patchett on PBS NewsHour, Minnesota Public Radio, PopSugar, Maris
Kreizman, The Morning News Winner of Ploughshares’ John C. Zacharis Award Winner of a Whiting
Award A Belletrist Amuse Book At first glance, the quirky, overworked narrator of Weike Wang’s
debut novel seems to be on the cusp of a perfect life: she is studying for a prestigious PhD in
chemistry that will make her Chinese parents proud (or at least satisfied), and her successful,



supportive boyfriend has just proposed to her. But instead of feeling hopeful, she is wracked with
ambivalence: the long, demanding hours at the lab have created an exquisite pressure cooker, and
she doesn’t know how to answer the marriage question. When it all becomes too much and her life
plan veers off course, she finds herself on a new path of discoveries about everything she thought
she knew. Smart, moving, and always funny, this unique coming-of-age story is certain to evoke a
winning reaction.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: What's Left of Me Is Yours Stephanie Scott, 2020-06-23
Each chapter of this enrapturing novel is elegantly brief and charged with barely contained emotion.
--New York Times Book Review A gripping debut set in modern-day Tokyo and inspired by a true
crime, for readers of Everything I Never Told You and The Perfect Nanny, What's Left of Me Is Yours
charts a young woman's search for the truth about her mother's life--and her murder. In Japan, a
covert industry has grown up around the wakaresaseya (literally breaker-upper), a person hired by
one spouse to seduce the other in order to gain the advantage in divorce proceedings. When Satō
hires Kaitarō, a wakaresaseya agent, to have an affair with his wife, Rina, he assumes it will be an
easy case. But Satō has never truly understood Rina or her desires and Kaitarō's job is to do exactly
that--until he does it too well. While Rina remains ignorant of the circumstances that brought them
together, she and Kaitarō fall in a desperate, singular love, setting in motion a series of violent acts
that will forever haunt her daughter's life. Told from alternating points of view and across the
breathtaking landscapes of Japan, Stephanie Scott exquisitely renders the affair and its intricate
repercussions. As Rina's daughter, Sumiko, fills in the gaps of her mother's story and her own
memory, Scott probes the thorny psychological and moral grounds of the actions we take in the
name of love, asking where we draw the line between passion and possession.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Leave Me Alone, I'm Reading Maureen Corrigan,
2007-12-18 In this delightful memoir, the book critic for NPR’s Fresh Air reflects on her life as a
professional reader. Maureen Corrigan takes us from her unpretentious girlhood in working-class
Queens, to her bemused years in an Ivy League Ph.D. program, from the whirl of falling in love and
marrying (a fellow bookworm, of course), to the ordeal of adopting a baby overseas, always with a
book at her side. Along the way, she reveals which books and authors have shaped her own
life—from classic works of English literature to hard-boiled detective novels, and everything in
between. And in her explorations of the heroes and heroines throughout literary history, Corrigan’s
love for a good story shines.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Tony's Wife Adriana Trigiani, 2018-11-20 New York
Times Bestseller • People’s Book of the Week “A heartfelt tale of love too stubborn to surrender to
human frailties. — Kirkus Reviews Set in the lush Big Band era of the 1940s, this spellbinding saga
from beloved New York Times bestselling author Adriana Trigiani tells the story of two talented
working class kids who marry and become a successful singing act, until time, temptation, and the
responsibilities of home and family derail their dreams. Shortly before World War II, Chi Chi
Donatelli and Saverio Armandonada meet one summer on the Jersey shore and fall in love. Both are
talented, and dream of becoming singers for the legendary orchestras of the time: Glenn Miller,
Tommy Dorsey, Benny Goodman. They’re soon married, and it isn’t long before Chiara and Tony find
that their careers are on the way up as they navigate the glamorous worlds of night clubs, radio, and
television. All goes well until it becomes clear that they must make a choice: Which of them will put
their ambitions aside to raise a family and which will pursue a career? And how will they cope with
the impact that decision has on their lives and their marriage? From the Jersey shore to Las Vegas to
Hollywood, and the dance halls in between, this story is vivid with historical color and steeped in the
popular music that serves as its score. Tony’s Wife is a magnificent epic of life in a traditional Italian
family undergoing seismic change in a fast paced, modern world. Filled with vivid, funny, and
unforgettable characters, this richly human story showcases Adriana Trigiani’s gifts as a storyteller
and her deep understanding of family, love, and the pursuit of a dream.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: The Girl from Widow Hills Megan Miranda,
2020-06-23 From the New York Times bestselling author of The Last House Guest—a Reese



Witherspoon Book Club pick—comes a “hauntingly atmospheric and gorgeously written page-turner”
(Kimberly McCreight, New York Times bestselling author of A Good Marriage) about a young woman
plagued by night terrors after a childhood trauma who wakes one evening to find a corpse at her
feet. Everyone knows the story of “the girl from Widow Hills.” Arden Maynor was just a child when
she was swept away while sleepwalking during a terrifying rainstorm and went missing for days.
Strangers and friends, neighbors and rescue workers, set up search parties and help vigils, praying
for her safe return. Against all odds, she was found, alive, clinging to a storm drain. The girl from
Widow Hills was a living miracle. Arden’s mother wrote a book. Fame followed. Fans and fan letters,
creeps, and stalkers. And every year, the anniversary. It all became too much. As soon as she was
old enough, Arden changed her name and disappeared from the public eye. Now a young woman
living hundreds of miles away, Arden goes by Olivia. She’s managed to stay off the radar for the last
few years. But with the twentieth anniversary of her rescue approaching, the media will inevitably
renew its interest in Arden. Where is she now? Soon Olivia feels like she’s being watched and begins
sleepwalking again, like she did long ago, even waking up outside her home. Until late one night,
she jolts awake in her yard. At her feet is the corpse of a man she knows—from her previous life, as
Arden Maynor. The girl from Widow Hills is once again at the center of this story in this “compulsive
page-turner” (Booklist).
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Lessons in Chemistry Bonnie Garmus, 2022-03-29
NATIONAL BESTSELLER #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A delight for readers of Where'd You
Go, Bernadette, this blockbuster debut set in 1960s California features the singular voice of
Elizabeth Zott, a scientist whose career takes a detour when she becomes the star of a beloved TV
cooking show. Chemist Elizabeth Zott is not your average woman. In fact, Elizabeth Zott would be
the first to point out that there is no such thing as an average woman. But it's the early 1960s and
her all-male team at Hastings Research Institute takes a very unscientific view of equality. Except
for one: Calvin Evans, the lonely, brilliant, Nobel Prize–nominated grudge holder who falls in love
with—of all things—her mind. True chemistry results. Like science, though, life is unpredictable.
Which is why a few years later Eizabeth Zott finds herself not only a single mother but also the
reluctant star of America's most beloved cooking show, Supper at Six. Elizabeth's unusual approach
to cooking (combine one tablespoon acetic acid with a pinch of sodium chloride) proves
revolutionary. But as her following grows, not everyone is happy. Because, as it turns out, Elizabeth
Zott isn't just teaching women how to cook. She's daring them to change the status quo.
Laugh-out-loud funny, shrewdly observant and studded with a dazzling cast of supporting
characters, Lessons in Chemistry is as original and vibrant as its protagonist.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: The Fiancée Kate White, 2021-06-29 “A tense,
simmering, fast-paced mystery.”—Megan Miranda, New York Times bestselling author of The Last
House Guest and The Girl from Widow Hills The New York Times bestselling author returns with an
unsettling but riveting psychological thriller about a captivating woman who joins a family and
threatens to upend their picture-perfect lives. They had everything they needed for a perfect family
vacation: close-knit relatives, a bucolic setting . . . and a murderer in their midst? Summer’s looking
forward to a break from hustling for acting work in Manhattan when she, her husband Gabe, and
Gabe’s nine-year-old son arrive at the annual family get-together at her in-laws’ sprawling estate. On
the agenda are leisurely gourmet meals, tennis matches, and plenty of relaxation by the pool. But
this year, Gabe’s brother Nick has invited his new flame Hannah, whom Summer immediately
recognizes from a few years before. Oddly, her brother-in-law’s girlfriend claims not to know her.
Yet she charms the other family members, and after Nick announces that he’s proposed to Hannah,
Summer doesn’t have much choice but to grin and bear it. Then the reunion is rocked by tragedy
when a family member is found dead. Though the doctors attribute the loss to natural causes, a
grieving Summer fears that the too-good-to-be-true Hannah is involved, even as Gabe dismisses her
suspicions. How far will Summer go to expose the truth? As she investigates just what Nick’s fiancée
might have done to keep her perfect image intact, she begins to fear that the first death might only
be the beginning . . .



  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Boy Wonders Cathal Kelly, 2018-09-25 The most
fascinating things about life are the banalities we so rarely discuss amongst ourselves but that we
devote most of our energies to navigating. How did that day you've forgotten look? What did it feel
like? Were you lonely? Did you have the sense you were progressing anywhere? Probably not. Yet
string a few thousand of them together and that's a life. —From Boy Wonders Cathal Kelly grew up
in the seventies and eighties, decades when dressing like Michael Jackson seemed like a good idea
and The Beachcombers—an adventure show about logging—seemed to make sense. But apart from
fashion missteps and baffling TV plotlines, Kelly's youth was a time of wonder, obsession and
discovery. Navigating an often fraught family life, Kelly sought refuge in books, music, movies,
games and at least one backyard hole. However, looking back he sees that his passion for George
Orwell, Star Wars or The Smiths was never just about the book, movie or band. Rather, it was about
the promise each new experience offered him in making sense of the world, and how he might find a
home within it. By turns funny, elegiac and insightful, Boy Wonders is an unvarnished celebration of
growing up and stumbling toward identity. It's about the good and the bad of those brief years when
we find purpose without end, obsession without limit and joy in the strangest of places.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: How Do We Know We're Doing It Right? Pandora
Sykes, 2020-07-16 __________________ THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER Stop searching for the
answers - and start delighting in the questions with Pandora Sykes, co-host of The High Low
podcast. 'Deliciously fascinating' MARIAN KEYES 'Refreshing ... thoughtful, considered' STYLIST
'Brilliant' EVENING STANDARD 'Timely and fulsome' CANDICE CARTY-WILLIAMS 'Joyful and wise'
LISA TADDEO Modern life is full of choices - but how do we know we're making the right ones? Why,
in our attempts to make life easier, do we often make it harder? With a light touch and plenty of
humour, Pandora Sykes delves into the myths we've been sold and the stories we tell ourselves, in a
timely bid to encourage us to consider the lives we once led, and how they might better serve us. It's
time to stop looking for the answers - and start delighting in the questions. __________________
'Thoughtful and funny' DOLLY ALDERTON 'Like a very clever, lucid, charming friend unpacking all
the messy anxieties of modern existence with tremendous intelligence and elan. Read this book. It
will help your life' INDIA KNIGHT 'Had me cackling. So smart but so well-researched' CANDICE
BRATHWAITE 'Energetic and compelling' OLIVIA SUDJIC 'Navigates complicated issues with great
humanity, humour and humility ... [it] left me wanting more' SATHNAM SANGHERA 'Self-aware,
self-deprecating, relatable, funny, and brilliantly curious' STACEY DOOLEY 'Witty and zeitgeisty ...
strikes a fresh, honest note' VANITY FAIR __________________ Readers love Pandora's first book: 'A
truly marvellous debut' 'Insightful and beautifully written' 'Totally brilliant ... I devoured this
masterpiece in one sitting' 'A bright book in a gloomy year' 'Feeling a lot better about life after
finishing this!' 'I adored Pandora's book and will be thinking about it for a long time.' 'So clever and
thought-provoking' 'Pandora is a wonderful writer and I found myself unexpectedly in tears by the
end' INCLUDES A NEW PROLOGUE
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Taking Up Space Alyson Gerber, 2021-05-18 From
beloved author Alyson Gerber comes another realistic contemporary novel perfect for fans of Judy
Blume. Sarah loves basketball more than anything. Crushing it on the court makes her feel like she
matters. And it's the only thing that helps her ignore how much it hurts when her mom forgets to
feed her. But lately Sarah can't even play basketball right. She's slower now and missing shots she
should be able to make. Her body doesn't feel like it's her own anymore. She's worried that changing
herself back to how she used to be is the only way she can take control over what's happening. When
Sarah's crush asks her to be partners in a cooking competition, she feels pulled in a million
directions. She'll have to dig deep to stand up for what she needs at home, be honest with her best
friends, and accept that she doesn't need to change to feel good about herself. Booklist described
Gerber's novels in starred reviews as both highly empathetic and truly inspiring. Taking Up Space
promises to be a realistic and compelling story about struggling with body image and learning that
true self-esteem comes from within.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Rebel Daughter Lori Banov Kaufmann, 2022-02-22



National Jewish Book Award Winner • Christy Award Finalist A young woman survives the
unthinkable in this stunning and emotionally satisfying tale of family, love, and resilience, set against
the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 CE. Esther dreams of so much more than the marriage her
parents have arranged to a prosperous silversmith. Always curious and eager to explore, she must
accept the burden of being the dutiful daughter. Yet she is torn between her family responsibilities
and her own desires; she longs for the handsome Jacob, even though he treats her like a child, and is
confused by her attraction to the Roman freedman Tiberius, a man who should be her sworn enemy.
Meanwhile, the growing turmoil threatens to tear apart not only her beloved city, Jerusalem, but
also her own family. As the streets turn into a bloody battleground between rebels and Romans,
Esther's journey becomes one of survival. She remains fiercely devoted to her family, and braves
famine, siege, and slavery to protect those she loves. This emotional and impassioned saga, based on
real characters and meticulous research, seamlessly blends the fascinating story of the Jewish
people with a timeless protagonist determined to take charge of her own life against all odds.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Turns Out, I'm Fine Judith Lucy, 2021-04-07 Judith
Lucy was just GREAT! Sure, the last remaining member of her immediate family had died, she was
menopausal, she suspected her career was in the shitter and it seemed like the world was going to
hell in a handbasket – but she was about to move in with the love of her life! Everything would work
out because SHE HAD A MAN. Then, in the space of twenty-four hours, her relationship came apart
and so did she. A broken heart became the catalyst for a complete existential melt down. She was
nearly fifty, suddenly alone and unsure about every aspect of her life. How had this happened?
Should she blame one of her four parents? What part had the comedy world played and was her
disastrous history with men about more than just bad taste? In her most candid and insightful book
yet, Judith figures out what went wrong and then turns her attention to finding out what her life
might look like if it went right. She tries everything from dating a tree to getting a portrait of her
vulva done to swimming with a whale shark. Thanks to a series of revelations and a slight drowning
experience, Judith slowly starts to realise that her life is still full of possibilities and despite death,
heartache and a dry vagina it turns out … she’s fine.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Swimming to Antarctica Lynne Cox, 2009-09-09
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • In this extraordinary book, the world’s most extraordinary distance
swimmer writes about her emotional and spiritual need to swim and about the almost mystical act of
swimming itself. Lynne Cox trained hard from age nine, working with an Olympic coach, swimming
five to twelve miles each day in the Pacific. At age eleven, she swam even when hail made the water
“like cold tapioca pudding” and was told she would one day swim the English Channel. Four years
later—not yet out of high school—she broke the men’s and women’s world records for the Channel
swim. In 1987, she swam the Bering Strait from America to the Soviet Union—a feat that, according
to Gorbachev, helped diminish tensions between Russia and the United States. Lynne Cox’s
relationship with the water is almost mystical: she describes swimming as flying, and remembers
swimming at night through flocks of flying fish the size of mockingbirds, remembers being escorted
by a pod of dolphins that came to her off New Zealand. She has a photographic memory of her
swims. She tells us how she conceived of, planned, and trained for each, and re-creates for us the
experience of swimming (almost) unswimmable bodies of water, including her most recent
astonishing one-mile swim to Antarctica in thirty-two-degree water without a wet suit. She tells us
how, through training and by taking advantage of her naturally plump physique, she is able to create
more heat in the water than she loses. Lynne Cox has swum the Mediterranean, the three-mile Strait
of Messina, under the ancient bridges of Kunning Lake, below the old summer palace of the emperor
of China in Beijing. Breaking records no longer interests her. She writes about the ways in which
these swims instead became vehicles for personal goals, how she sees herself as the lone swimmer
among the waves, pitting her courage against the odds, drawn to dangerous places and treacherous
waters that, since ancient times, have challenged sailors in ships.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: The Do-Over Bethany Turner, 2022-03-15 A witty,
romantic comedy of errors as former high school rivals McKenna and Henry inadvertently reunite in



their hometown. Hot-shot lawyer McKenna Keaton finds herself in hot water with her own law firm
when she’s (falsely!) accused of embezzlement. Placed on unpaid leave, she suddenly finds herself
with the free time to return home and attend her youngest sister’s wedding activities. But it’s not all
fun and games. Waiting back home is shy, nerdy Henry Blumenthal—McKenna’s high school rival for
valedictorian who once took three hours to beat her at chess. Scratch that. He’s Hank Blume now,
the famed documentarian, Durham, North Carolina’s, darling son, who has attained all his dreams
and more. He also happens to look like he stepped out of an Eddie Bauer catalog. Whereas McKenna
is a disgraced workaholic from New York on unpaid leave, accused of a white-collar crime she would
nevercommit, succumbing to panic attacks, watching her dreams unravel. At age thirty-eight—and
destined by the family curse to die before she turns forty, apparently—it’s absolutely the wrong time
to have a major crush on a man. Especially one who treasures his memories of McKenna as the girl
Most Likely to Succeed. “Pitch-perfect comedic timing, a relatable heroine, and a refreshing
sweetness elevate this novel above the sea of modern rom-coms. The rare author who can make me
laugh out loud,?The Do-Over?is Bethany Turner at her best.” —Lauren Layne,?New York
Times?bestselling author A witty and sweet contemporary romantic comedy More to love from
Bethany Turner: Plot Twist
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: When Women Were Dragons Kelly Barnhill,
2022-05-03 A GOODREADS BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR • A fiery feminist fantasy tale set in 1950s
America where thousands of women have spontaneously transformed into dragons, exploding
notions of a woman’s place in the world and expanding minds about accepting others for who they
really are. Ferociously imagined…and as exhilarating as a ride on dragonback. —Lev Grossman,
bestselling author of The Magicians Trilogy Completely fierce, unmistakably feminist, and
subversively funny. —Bonnie Garmus, bestselling author of Lessons in Chemistry In the first adult
novel by the New York Times bestselling author of The Ogress and The Orphans, Alex Green is a
young girl in a world much like ours, except for its most seminal event: the Mass Dragoning of 1955,
when hundreds of thousands of ordinary wives and mothers sprouted wings, scales, and talons; left a
trail of fiery destruction in their path; and took to the skies. Was it their choice? What will become of
those left behind? Why did Alex’s beloved aunt Marla transform but her mother did not? Alex doesn’t
know. It’s taboo to speak of. Forced into silence, Alex nevertheless must face the consequences of
this astonishing event: a mother more protective than ever; an absentee father; the upsetting
insistence that her aunt never even existed; and watching her beloved cousin Bea become
dangerously obsessed with the forbidden. In this timely and timeless speculative novel,
award-winning author Kelly Barnhill boldly explores rage, memory, and the tyranny of forced
limitations. When Women Were Dragons exposes a world that wants to keep women small—their
lives and their prospects—and examines what happens when they rise en masse and take up the
space they deserve.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Filipinx Angela Dimayuga, Ligaya Mishan, 2021-11-02
In her debut cookbook, acclaimed chef Angela Dimayuga shares her passion for Filipino food with
home cooks. Filipinx offers 100 deeply personal recipes—many of them dishes that define home for
Angela Dimayuga and the more than four million people of Filipino descent in the United States. The
book tells the story of how Dimayuga grew up in an immigrant family in northern California, trained
in restaurant kitchens in New York City—learning to make everything from bistro fare to
Asian-American cuisine—then returned to her roots, discovering in her family’s home cooking the
same intense attention to detail and technique she’d found in fine dining. In this book, Dimayuga
puts a fresh spin on classics: adobo, perhaps the Filipino dish best known outside the Philippines, is
traditionally built on a trinity of soy sauce, vinegar, and garlic—all pantry staples—but add coconut
milk, vinegar, and oil, and it turns lush and silky; ribeye steaks bring extra richness to bistek, gilded
with butter and a bright splash of lemon and orange juice. These are the punches of flavor and
inspired recipes that home cooks have been longing for. A modern, welcoming resource for this
essential cuisine, Filipinx shares exciting and approachable recipes everyone will wholeheartedly
embrace in their own kitchens.



  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: A Woman Is No Man Etaf Rum, 2019-03-05 A
Goodreads Choice Awards Finalist for Best Fiction and Best Debut • BookBrowse's Best Book of the
Year • A Marie Claire Best Women's Fiction of the Year • A Real Simple Best Book of the Year • A
PopSugar Best Book of the Year • A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice • A Washington
Post 10 Books to Read in March • A Newsweek Best Book of the Summer • A USA Today Best Book
of the Week • A Washington Book Review Difficult-To-Put-Down Novel • A Refinery 29 Best Books of
the Month • A Buzzfeed News 4 Books We Couldn't Put Down Last Month • A New Arab Best Books
by Arab Authors • An Electric Lit 20 Best Debuts of the First Half of 2019 • A The Millions Most
Anticipated Books of the Year “Garnering justified comparisons to Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand
Splendid Suns... Etaf Rum’s debut novel is a must-read about women mustering up the bravery to
follow their inner voice.” —Refinery 29 The New York Times bestseller and Read with Jenna TODAY
SHOW Book Club pick telling the story of three generations of Palestinian-American women
struggling to express their individual desires within the confines of their Arab culture in the wake of
shocking intimate violence in their community. Where I come from, we’ve learned to silence
ourselves. We’ve been taught that silence will save us. Where I come from, we keep these stories to
ourselves. To tell them to the outside world is unheard of—dangerous, the ultimate shame.”
Palestine, 1990. Seventeen-year-old Isra prefers reading books to entertaining the suitors her father
has chosen for her. Over the course of a week, the naïve and dreamy girl finds herself quickly
betrothed and married, and is soon living in Brooklyn. There Isra struggles to adapt to the
expectations of her oppressive mother-in-law Fareeda and strange new husband Adam, a pressure
that intensifies as she begins to have children—four daughters instead of the sons Fareeda tells Isra
she must bear. Brooklyn, 2008. Eighteen-year-old Deya, Isra’s oldest daughter, must meet with
potential husbands at her grandmother Fareeda’s insistence, though her only desire is to go to
college. Deya can’t help but wonder if her options would have been different had her parents
survived the car crash that killed them when Deya was only eight. But her grandmother is firm on
the matter: the only way to secure a worthy future for Deya is through marriage to the right man.
But fate has a will of its own, and soon Deya will find herself on an unexpected path that leads her to
shocking truths about her family—knowledge that will force her to question everything she thought
she knew about her parents, the past, and her own future.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Limelight Amy Poeppel, 2019-05-14 In a smart and
funny novel by the award-winning author of the critically acclaimed “big-hearted, charming” (The
Washington Post) Small Admissions, a family’s move to New York City brings surprises and humor.
Allison Brinkley—wife, mother, and former unflappable optimist—discovers that her decision to pack
up and move her family from suburban Dallas to the glittery chaos of Manhattan may have been
more complicated than she and her husband initially thought. New York is more unruly and
bewildering than she expected, defying the notions she developed from romantic movies and a
memorable childhood visit. After a humiliating call from the principal’s office and the loss of the job
she was counting on, Allison begins to accept that New York may not suit her after all. When she has
a fender-bender, witnessed by a flock of mothers at her son’s new school, she is led to the penthouse
apartment of a luxurious Central Park West building and encounters a spoiled, hungover,
unsupervised teenager who looks familiar. It doesn’t take long to recognize him as Carter Reid—a
famous pop star who has been cast in a new Broadway musical. Through this brush with stardom,
Allison embraces a unique and unexpected opportunity that helps her find her way in the heart of
Manhattan. “A tribute to Broadway, teen celebrity life, and a mother who has now seen it all, this
work is tough love at its finest and a great read for those wanting a ride on the wild side” (Booklist,
starred review).
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Reasons to be Cheerful Nina Stibbe, 2019-03-28 Lizzie
Vogel's story continues in Reasons to be Cheerful, the brilliantly comic sequel to Nina Stibbe's
hilarious books Man at the Helm and Paradise Lodge. WINNER OF THE BOLLINGER EVERYMAN
WODEHOUSE PRIZE FOR COMIC FICTION WINNER OF THE COMEDY WOMEN IN PRINT PRIZE
'I read all of Reasons To Be Cheerful in one glorious gulp' CAITLIN MORAN ***** Teenager Lizzie



Vogel has a new job as a dental assistant. This is not as glamorous as it sounds. At least it means
mostly getting away from her alcoholic, nymphomaniacal, novel-writing mother. But, if Lizzie thinks
being independent means sex with her boyfriend (he prefers bird-watching), strict boundaries (her
boss keeps using her loo) or self-respect (surely only actual athletes get fungal foot infections?) she's
still got a lot more growing up to do. From the bestselling author of Love, Nina comes a brilliantly
funny and heartbreaking story of growing up and finding the independence you might not actually
want . . . ***** 'Funny, charming, odd-in-the-best-way and gorgeously uplifting! A delight from start
to finish' MARIAN KEYES 'Pitch perfect vintage comedy' GUARDIAN 'Lives up to its title' SUNDAY
TIMES 'Joyful. Stibbe's comedy probes what it means to become an adult' DAILY TELEGRAPH
'Loved it! I so love Lizzie. She is brave and kind and funny and totally original' KATIE FFORDE
'Comedy gold . . . Reasons To Be Cheerful is just the read you need right now' STYLIST 'Nina Stibbe
is an author of such effortless wit that she could turn a shopping list into a bestseller' WOMEN AND
HOME NINA STIBBE'S NEW NOVEL ONE DAY I SHALL ASTONISH THE WORLD IS AVAILABLE
FOR PRE-ORDER NOW
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Followers Megan Angelo, 2020-01-14 “This dark,
pitch-perfect novel about our dependence on technology for validation and human connection is as
addictive as social media itself.” —People Magazine Orla Cadden is stuck in a dead-end job, writing
clickbait about movie-star hookups and influencer yoga moves. Then Orla meets Floss, who has a
plan for launching them both into the high-profile lives they dream about. So what if Orla and Floss’s
methods are shady—and sometimes people get hurt? Their legions of followers can’t be wrong.
Thirty-five years later, in a closed California village where government-appointed celebrities live
every moment of the day on camera, a woman named Marlow dreams of fleeing the corporate
sponsors who would do anything to keep her on-screen. Despite her massive popularity—twelve
million loyal followers—when Marlow discovers that her whole family history is based on a lie, she
summons the courage to run in search of the truth. Followers traces the paths of Orla, Floss and
Marlow as they wind through time toward a cataclysmic event that sends America into upheaval.
This darkly funny story reminds us that even if we obsess over famous people we’ll never meet, what
we really crave is genuine human connection. “Terrific writing about terrifying ideas.” —Washington
Post “An engaging confection wrapped around a thoughtful critique.” —USA Today “Dazzling.”
—Time “Razor-sharp.” —Entertainment Weekly “Big Brother meets Ingrid Goes West.” —theSkimm
“[An] intelligent page-turner.” —Wall Street Journal “Dark, witty, astute.” —Slate “Black Mirror fans
are going to love Megan Angelo’s Followers.” —PopSugar “Engrossing.” —NPR “Fascinating.”
—Publishers Weekly (starred review) “Intricate and brave.” —Booklist (starred review) “Addictive.”
—KirkusReviews (starred review)
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: A Meal in Winter Hubert Mingarelli, 2014-04-15 This
tale of the Holocaust “will make many think of the stories of Ernest Hemingway . . . a reminder of
the power a short, perfect work of fiction can wield” (The Wall Street Journal). This timeless short
novel begins one morning in the dead of winter, during the darkest years of World War II, with three
German soldiers heading out into the frozen Polish countryside. They have been charged by their
commanders with tracking down and bringing back for execution “one of them”—a Jew. Having
flushed out a young man hiding in the woods, they decide to rest in an abandoned house before
continuing their journey back to the camp. As they prepare food, they are joined by a passing Pole
whose virulent anti-Semitism adds tension to an already charged atmosphere. Before long, the
group’s sympathies begin to splinter when each man is forced to confront his own conscience as the
moral implications of their murderous mission become clear. Described by Ian McEwan as “sparse,
beautiful and shocking,” A Meal in Winter is a “stark and profound” work by a Booker
Prize–nominated author (The New York Times). “Sustains tension until the very last page.” —Kirkus
Reviews, starred review
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Christmas by the Book Anne Marie Ryan, 2021-10-12
“A heartfelt and lovely Christmas tale for book lovers everywhere!”—Jenny Colgan, author of The
Bookshop on the Shore In small-town England, two booksellers facing tough times decide to spread



some Christmas cheer through the magic of anonymous book deliveries in this uplifting holiday tale
for book lovers everywhere. Nora and her husband, Simon, have run the beautiful oak-beamed book
shop in their small British village for thirty years. But times are tough and the shop is under threat
of closure--this Christmas season will really decide their fate. When an elderly man visits the store
and buys the one book they've never been able to sell, saying it's the perfect gift for his sick
grandson, it gives Nora an idea. She and Simon will send out books to those feeling down this
Christmas. Maybe they can't save their bookstore, but at least they'll have one final chance to lift
people's spirits through the power of reading. After gathering nominations online, Nora and Simon
quietly deliver books to six residents of the village in need of some festive cheer, including a single
dad of twins who is working hard to make ends meet, a teenage boy grieving for his big sister, a
local Member of Parliament who is battling depression, and a teacher who's newly retired and living
on her own. As the town prepares for a white Christmas, the books begin to give the recipients hope,
one by one. But with the future of the bookshop still up in the air, Nora and Simon will need a
Christmas miracle--or perhaps a little help from the people whose lives they've touched--to find a
happy ending of their own....
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Bill Bailey's Remarkable Guide to Happiness Bill
Bailey, 2020-10-15 WHAT MAKES US HAPPY? BILL BAILEY PLAYS CRAZY GOLF AND HUGS
TREES TO FIND OUT. Is there a knack to being happy? From paddle-boarding down the Thames in a
Santa hat, to wild swimming in a glacial river and cooking sausages on a campfire, Bill revels in the
exhilaration of the outdoors, as well as the quieter pleasures of letter-writing, or of simple reflection.
In this beautiful and uplifting book, Bill Bailey explores all this and more while delving into the
nature of happiness, all in his own, remarkable, way. Packed with wisdom and humour, and with
delightful illustrations by the comedian himself, Bill Bailey aims for the heart of pure joy and
contentment - and how we can all achieve it. 'A warm, funny read, full of personal anecdotes and
love letters to things that bring Bill Bailey pleasure' Sunday Mirror 'Very thoughtful and written in a
delightfully humorous and accessible way... Guaranteed to make [you] smile' Daily Express
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Keeping Lucy T. Greenwood, 2019-08-06 This story
will have readers not only rooting for Ginny and Lucy, but thinking about them long after the last
page is turned. -- Lisa Wingate, New York Times Bestselling Author of Before We Were Yours
PopSugar's 30 Must-Read Books of 2019 Good Housekeeping's 25 Best New Books for Summer 2019
Better Homes & Gardens 13 New Books We Can't Wait to Read This Summer The heartbreaking and
uplifting story, inspired by incredible true events, of how far one mother must go to protect her
daughter. Dover, Massachusetts, 1969. Ginny Richardson's heart was torn open when her baby girl,
Lucy, born with Down Syndrome, was taken from her. Under pressure from his powerful family, her
husband, Ab, sent Lucy away to Willowridge, a special school for the “feeble-minded. Ab tried to
convince Ginny it was for the best. That they should grieve for their daughter as though she were
dead. That they should try to move on. But two years later, when Ginny's best friend, Marsha, shows
her a series of articles exposing Willowridge as a hell-on-earth--its squalid hallways filled with
neglected children--she knows she can't leave her daughter there. With Ginny's six-year-old son in
tow, Ginny and Marsha drive to the school to see Lucy for themselves. What they find sets their
course on a heart-racing journey across state lines—turning Ginny into a fugitive. For the first time,
Ginny must test her own strength and face the world head-on as she fights Ab and his domineering
father for the right to keep Lucy. Racing from Massachusetts to the beaches of Atlantic City, through
the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia to a roadside mermaid show in Florida, Keeping Lucy is a
searing portrait of just how far a mother’s love can take her. A heartrending yet inspiring novel that
kept me reading late into the night.” —Kristina McMorris, New York Times bestselling author of
Sold on a Monday and The Edge of Lost
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: All the Way Jordin Tootoo, 2014-10-21 It seemed as
though nothing could stop Jordin Tootoo on the ice. The captain of Canada’s Under-18, a fan
favourite on the World Junior squad, and a WHL top prospect who could intimidate both goalies and
enforcers, he was always a leader. And when Tootoo was drafted by Nashville in 2000 and made the



Predators out of camp in 2003, he became a leader in another way: the first player of Inuk descent
to suit up in the NHL. The stress of competition in the world’s top hockey league, the travel, the
media, the homesickness—and the added pressure to hold one’s head high as a role model not only
for the young people of his hometown of Rankin Inlet but for the culture that had given him the
strength and the opportunities to succeed—would have been more than enough to challenge any
rookie. But Tootoo faced something far more difficult: the loss of his brother in the year between his
draft and his first shift for the Predators. Though he played through it, the tragedy took its inevitable
toll. In 2010, Tootoo checked himself into rehab for alcohol addiction. It seemed a promising career
had ended too soon. But that’s not the way Tootoo saw it and not the way it would end. As heir to a
cultural legacy that included alcohol, despair, and suicide, Tootoo could also draw on a heritage that
could help sustain him even thousands of miles away from Nunavut. And in a community haunted by
the same hopelessness and substance abuse that so affected Tootoo’s life, it is not just his skill and
fearlessness on the ice that have made him a hero, but the courage of his honesty to himself and to
the world around him that he needed to rely on others to sustain him through his toughest
challenge. All the Way tells the story of someone who has travelled far from home to realize a dream,
someone who has known glory and cheering crowds, but also the demons of despair. It is the
searing, honest tale of a young man who has risen to every challenge and nearly fallen short in the
toughest game of all, while finding a way to draw strength from his community and heritage, and
giving back to it as well.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: The Women in Black Madeleine St John, 2020-02-11
“The book I most often give as a gift to cheer people up.” —Hilary Mantel “Tart, beguiling, witty and
compassionate, Madeleine St. John’s novel is a literary boost for the spirits.” —Maureen Corrigan,
Fresh Air “A deceptively smart comic gem.” –The New York Times Book Review “Witty and
delicious.” –People The women in black, so named for the black frocks they wear while working at
Goode’s department store, are busy selling ladies’ dresses during the holiday rush. But they
somehow find time to pursue other goals… Patty, in her mid-thirties, has been working at Goode’s
for years. Her husband, Frank, eats a steak for dinner every night, watches a few minutes of TV, and
then turns in. Patty yearns for a baby, but Frank is always too tired for that kind of thing. Sweet,
unlucky Fay wants to settle down with a nice man, but somehow nice men don’t see her as marriage
material. Glamorous Magda runs the high-end gowns department. A Slovenian émigré, Magda is
cultured and continental and hopes to open her own boutique one day. Lisa, a clever and shy
teenager, takes a job at Goode’s during her school break. Lisa wants to go to university and dreams
of becoming a poet, but her father objects to both notions. By the time the last marked-down dress is
sold, all of their lives will be forever changed. A pitch-perfect comedy of manners set during a
pivotal era, and perfect for fans of The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel, The Women in Black conjures the
energy of a city on the cusp of change and is a testament to the timeless importance of female
friendship.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: The Most Fun We Ever Had Claire Lombardo,
2021-04-06 NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER • “A gripping and poignant ode to a messy, loving
family in all its glory.” —Madeline Miller, bestselling author of Circe In this “rich, complex family
saga” (USA Today) full of long-buried family secrets, Marilyn Connolly and David Sorenson fall in
love in the 1970s, blithely ignorant of all that awaits them. By 2016, they have four radically
different daughters, each in a state of unrest. Wendy, widowed young, soothes herself with booze
and younger men; Violet, a litigator turned stay-at-home-mom, battles anxiety and self-doubt; Liza, a
neurotic and newly tenured professor, finds herself pregnant with a baby she's not sure she wants by
a man she's not sure she loves; and Grace, the dawdling youngest daughter, begins living a lie that
no one in her family even suspects. With the unexpected arrival of young Jonah Bendt—a child
placed for adoption by one of the daughters fifteen years before—the Sorensons will be forced to
reckon with the rich and varied tapestry of their past. As they grapple with years marred by
adolescent angst, infidelity, and resentment, they also find the transcendent moments of joy that
make everything else worthwhile.



  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Writing My Wrongs Shaka Senghor, 2017-01-31 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • An “extraordinary, unforgettable” (Michelle Alexander, author of The
New Jim Crow) memoir of redemption and second chances amidst America’s mass incarceration
epidemic, from a member of Oprah’s SuperSoul 100 Shaka Senghor was raised in a middle-class
neighborhood on Detroit’s east side during the height of the 1980s crack epidemic. An honor roll
student and a natural leader, he dreamed of becoming a doctor—but at age eleven, his parents’
marriage began to unravel, and beatings from his mother worsened, which sent him on a downward
spiral. He ran away from home, turned to drug dealing to survive, and ended up in prison for murder
at the age of nineteen, full of anger and despair. Writing My Wrongs is the story of what came next.
During his nineteen-year incarceration, seven of which were spent in solitary confinement, Senghor
discovered literature, meditation, self-examination, and the kindness of others—tools he used to
confront the demons of his past, forgive the people who hurt him, and begin atoning for the wrongs
he had committed. Upon his release at age thirty-eight, Senghor became an activist and mentor to
young men and women facing circumstances like his. His work in the community and the courage to
share his story led him to fellowships at the MIT Media Lab and the Kellogg Foundation and
invitations to speak at events like TED and the Aspen Ideas Festival. In equal turns, Writing My
Wrongs is a page-turning portrait of life in the shadow of poverty, violence, and fear; an
unforgettable story of redemption; and a compelling witness to our country’s need for rethinking its
approach to crime, prison, and the men and women sent there.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: No One Is Coming to Save Us Stephanie Powell
Watts, 2017-04-04 *THE INAUGURAL SARAH JESSICA PARKER PICK FOR BOOK CLUB CENTRAL*
CHOSEN AS A 2017 BEST SUMMER READ PICK BY The Wall Street Journal • The Washington Post
• The Seattle Times NAMED ONE OF THE MOST ANTICIPATED BOOKS OF 2017 BY Entertainment
Weekly • Nylon • Elle • Redbook • W Magazine • The Chicago Review of Books JJ Ferguson has
returned home to Pinewood, North Carolina, to build his dream house and to pursue his high school
sweetheart, Ava. But as he reenters his former world, where factories are in decline and the legacy
of Jim Crow is still felt, he’s startled to find that the people he once knew and loved have changed
just as much as he has. Ava is now married and desperate for a baby, though she can’t seem to carry
one to term. Her husband, Henry, has grown distant, frustrated by the demise of the furniture
industry, which has outsourced to China and stripped the area of jobs. Ava’s mother, Sylvia, caters
to and meddles with the lives of those around her, trying to fill the void left by her absent son. And
Don, Sylvia’s unworthy but charming husband, just won’t stop hanging around. JJ’s return—and his
plans to build a huge mansion overlooking Pinewood and woo Ava—not only unsettles their family,
but stirs up the entire town. The ostentatious wealth that JJ has attained forces everyone to consider
the cards they’ve been dealt, what more they want and deserve, and how they might go about
getting it. Can they reorient their lives to align with their wishes rather than their current realities?
Or are they all already resigned to the rhythms of the particular lives they lead? No One Is Coming
to Save Us is a revelatory debut from an insightful voice: with echoes of The Great Gatsby it is an
arresting and powerful novel about an extended African American family and their colliding visions
of the American Dream. In evocative prose, Stephanie Powell Watts has crafted a full and stunning
portrait that combines a universally resonant story with an intimate glimpse into the hearts of one
family.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Summary of Lessons in Chemistry: A Novel by Bonnie
Garmus Francis Thomas, 2024-08-03 Summary of Lessons in Chemistry: A Novel by Bonnie Garmus
Having passed the litmus test. In 1952, wives were expected to care for their husbands at home. In a
chemical lab, she is formulating hypotheses. Her intelligence isn't acknowledged by the people
around her who don't enjoy being overshadowed, as you could anticipate. How does she see herself?
Because of Elizabeth's reactions-and lack thereof— to the individuals she encountered daily, there
were occasions when I sobbed from laughter. Despite the comedy, this isn't the fluffy novel I was
expecting. Instead, it tells the story of a woman who is passionate about science and thinks that she
shouldn't have to give up possibilities just because she is a woman. Additionally, it's about finding



your soulmate-the individual who will embrace and comprehend you. I adored how committed and
immersed she was in her work as a scientist. It was a real delight to be swept into her distinctive
viewpoints and sense of purpose. I would recommend reading this if strong, incredibly brilliant
female heroines pique your attention as they do mine. Recently, Chemistry lessons have become
increasingly popular, and for good reason. It's a heartening tale of a woman battling for acceptance
in a society dominated by men. Elizabeth Zott is a scientist, specifically a chemist - simply a chemist,
not a woman. To be continued...
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Rescue Anita Shreve, 2010-11-30 A rookie paramedic
pulls a young woman alive from her totaled car, a first rescue that begins a lifelong tangle of love
and wreckage. Peter Webster pulls a young woman out of a car wreck that should have killed her.
Sheila Arsenault haunts his thoughts, and despite his misgivings Peter is soon embroiled in an
intense love affair -- and in Sheila's troubled world. Eighteen years later, Sheila is long gone and
Peter is raising their daughter, Rowan, alone. But Rowan is veering dangerously off course, and for
the first time in their quiet life together Peter fears for her future. He seeks out the only person who
may be able to help Rowan, although Sheila's return is sure to unleash all the questions he has
carefully been keeping at bay: Why did a mother leave her family? How did the marriage of two
people so deeply in love unravel? A story about trespass and forgiveness, secrets and the seismic
force of the truth, Rescue is a masterful portrayal of a family trying to understand its fractured past
and begin again.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: The Ten (Food) Commandments Jay Rayner,
2016-06-23 Britain's culinary Moses brings us the new foodie rules to live by, celebrating what and
how we eat The Ten Commandments may have had a lot going for them, but they don't offer those of
us located in the 21st Century much in the way of guidance when it comes to our relationship with
our food. And Lord knows we need it. Enter our new culinary Moses, the legendary restaurant critic
Jay Rayner, with a new set of hand-tooled commandments for this food-obsessed age. He deals once
and for all with questions like whether it is ever okay to covet thy neighbour's oxen (it is), eating
with your hands (very important indeed) and if you should cut off the fat (no). Combining reportage
and anecdotes with recipes worthy of adoration, Jay Rayner brings us the new foodie rules to live by.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: Brazen Virtue Nora Roberts, 2011-11-22 From #1 New
York Times bestselling author Nora Roberts comes a novel that explores the dangerous side of
desire, when a mystery writer in search of a little peace and quiet instead finds herself ensnared in
the world of a real-life serial killer whose craving for murder stops at nothing . . . and no one. NOW
THE NETFLIX FILM BRAZEN, STARRING ALYSSA MILANO After a demanding book tour, superstar
mystery novelist Grace McCabe decides to visit her sister, Kathleen, who’s embroiled in a custody
battle after a bitter divorce. Arriving in D.C., Grace is shocked to find Kathleen living in a run-down
neighborhood and, hoping to afford a hotshot lawyer, supplementing her meager teacher’s salary by
moonlighting as a phone sex operator. According to Kathleen, Fantasy, Inc., guarantees its
employees ironclad anonymity. But Grace has her doubts—which are confirmed one horrifying
cherry-blossom-scented night when one of Fantasy, Inc.’s operators is murdered. As Grace is drawn
to help solve the crime, her life turns into a scene from one of her own books. Yet as one of her
biggest fans, investigator Ed Jackson, warns her: This isn’t fiction. Real people die—and Grace could
be next. For she’s hoping to trap a killer more twisted than anything she could imagine. And not
even Ed may be able to protect her from a rendezvous with lust and death.
  bonnie garmus lessons in chemistry: The Record Keeper Agnes Gomillion, 2019-06-18 The
Record Keeper is empathy through fiction. - Actor, Comedian and Film Producer Wayne Brady on
The Record Keeper which he plans to bring to the Silver Screen. The Record Keeper is a visceral and
thrilling near-future dystopia examining past and present race relations. After World War III, Earth
is in ruins, and the final armies have come to a reluctant truce. Everyone must obey the law--in every
way--or risk shattering the fragile peace and endangering the entire human race. Arika Cobane is on
the threshold of taking her place of privilege as a member of the Kongo elite after ten grueling years
of training. But everything changes when a new student arrives speaking dangerous words of



treason: What does peace matter if innocent lives are lost to maintain it? As Arika is exposed to new
beliefs, she realizes that the laws she has dedicated herself to uphold are the root of her people's
misery. If Arika is to liberate her people, she must unearth her fierce heart and discover the true
meaning of freedom: finding the courage to live--or die--without fear.
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