
ballad of songbirds and snakes
ballad of songbirds and snakes is a captivating addition to the world of dystopian fiction, serving
as the prequel to the globally renowned Hunger Games trilogy. This article explores the origins,
major themes, character development, and cultural impact of this compelling narrative. Readers will
discover the background of the novel, its adaptation into a film, and the deeper messages
intertwined within the story. The article also delves into the author’s inspiration, the reception of
both the book and the movie, and the ways in which the prequel expands the lore of Panem. Whether
you are a long-time fan or a newcomer interested in the “ballad of songbirds and snakes,” this
comprehensive guide offers insightful analysis, interesting trivia, and essential information. Stay
engaged as we break down every aspect of this influential work, from its plot to its broader
significance in the franchise.
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The Origins of Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes

The “ballad of songbirds and snakes” was penned by author Suzanne Collins, who is also the creator
of the original Hunger Games trilogy. Released in 2020, the novel serves as a prequel, set more than
sixty years before the events of Katniss Everdeen’s story. Collins was inspired by ancient Roman
history, war, and the psychology of power, all of which are woven into the book’s narrative. The
choice to focus on a young Coriolanus Snow, the future president of Panem, provides readers with a
unique perspective on the origins of the oppressive Capitol and the brutal tradition of the Hunger
Games.

Collins sought to explore themes of morality, ambition, and the roots of tyranny, making “ballad of
songbirds and snakes” both a standalone novel and a critical expansion of the Hunger Games
universe. The prequel examines the societal structure of Panem, the early days of the Games, and
the motivations that drive its characters. Its publication was met with anticipation, as fans and
critics alike were eager to uncover the backstory of one of literature’s most infamous antagonists.



Plot Overview and Key Characters

Setting and Timeline

The story unfolds during the 10th annual Hunger Games, decades before Katniss Everdeen’s
rebellion. Panem is still recovering from the Dark Days, a devastating civil war that shaped the
nation’s future. The Capitol is not yet the glamorous, tyrannical city seen in the original trilogy, and
the Games themselves are in their infancy, lacking the spectacle and technology of later editions.
This setting allows the “ballad of songbirds and snakes” to explore the origins of many traditions and
rules that define the Games.

Main Characters

Central to the narrative is Coriolanus Snow, a young man from a once-wealthy Capitol family now
facing financial ruin. He is ambitious, intelligent, and determined to restore his family’s lost
prestige. Snow is assigned to mentor a tribute from District 12, Lucy Gray Baird, a resourceful and
enigmatic performer whose charm and talent set her apart from other tributes. Their evolving
relationship is at the heart of the story, blending alliance, manipulation, and genuine connection.
Other notable characters include Dr. Volumnia Gaul, Sejanus Plinth, and Tigris, all of whom play
pivotal roles in shaping Snow’s destiny.

Plot Highlights

Coriolanus Snow’s struggle to maintain his family’s reputation amid political and social
upheaval.

The mentorship program introduced for Capitol students, giving them a personal stake in the
Games.

Lucy Gray Baird’s performances and her influence on both the Games and Snow’s worldview.

The evolution of the Hunger Games from a simple punishment to a larger spectacle.

The moral dilemmas and choices that foreshadow Snow’s transformation into a dictator.

Major Themes and Symbolism

Ambition and Power

One of the central themes in “ballad of songbirds and snakes” is the corrupting nature of ambition.



Coriolanus Snow’s journey from a desperate student to a cunning political player highlights the
personal costs of pursuing power. The novel examines how circumstances, choices, and societal
pressures can shape one’s destiny and morality.

Human Nature and Survival

Survival is a recurring motif, not just for the tributes but also for those in the Capitol. The book
explores what individuals are willing to sacrifice for personal gain or survival, whether it’s integrity,
relationships, or humanity itself. Lucy Gray’s resilience and adaptability contrast with Snow’s
calculated moves, offering insight into different approaches to adversity.

Songbirds and Snakes: Symbolic Meaning

The title itself, “ballad of songbirds and snakes,” is rich in symbolism. Songbirds, represented by
Lucy Gray and her music, symbolize hope, freedom, and the power of art. In contrast, snakes
represent cunning, danger, and the darker side of human nature, embodied by Snow. The interplay
between these symbols underscores the novel’s exploration of duality—innocence versus corruption,
trust versus betrayal, and love versus ambition.

The Film Adaptation

Production and Cast

The adaptation of “ballad of songbirds and snakes” into a feature film generated significant buzz
among fans of the Hunger Games franchise. Lionsgate, the studio behind the original film series,
announced the adaptation shortly after the novel’s release. Directed by Francis Lawrence, who also
directed three of the previous Hunger Games films, the movie features a cast that brings the
prequel’s characters to life.

The casting of Tom Blyth as Coriolanus Snow and Rachel Zegler as Lucy Gray Baird drew attention
for their strong performances and chemistry. Other key cast members include Viola Davis as Dr.
Volumnia Gaul and Hunter Schafer as Tigris. The production aimed to remain faithful to the novel’s
tone and themes while expanding certain elements for cinematic effect.

Differences Between Book and Film

Certain plotlines and character arcs were streamlined for pacing and clarity.

Visual storytelling emphasized the bleakness of early Panem and the primitive nature of the
Games.



New scenes and dialogue were added to deepen character relationships and world-building.

Critical Reception and Impact

Book Reviews and Reader Response

The release of “ballad of songbirds and snakes” was met with considerable anticipation and debate.
Critics praised Suzanne Collins for her skillful expansion of the Hunger Games universe and her
nuanced portrayal of a young Coriolanus Snow. Many noted the prequel’s darker tone and its
exploration of complex moral questions. Some readers found the slower, more introspective pace to
be a departure from the action-driven original trilogy, while others appreciated the deeper character
study.

Film Reception and Cultural Influence

The film adaptation received mixed to positive reviews, with particular acclaim for the performances
and production design. Fans appreciated the film’s adherence to the novel’s atmosphere and its
exploration of early Panem. The “ballad of songbirds and snakes” has contributed to renewed
interest in dystopian fiction and inspired discussions about power, leadership, and the origins of
societal violence. Its success reinforces the enduring appeal of the Hunger Games franchise and
ensures its place in popular culture.

Legacy and Future of the Franchise

“Ballad of songbirds and snakes” not only offers valuable backstory for established fans but also
serves as an entry point for new readers and viewers. Its exploration of the roots of tyranny and the
choices that shape history have cemented its status as an influential work in young adult literature.
As discussions about further adaptations and possible sequels continue, the ballad of songbirds and
snakes remains a powerful narrative about power, survival, and the human condition.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the main plot of ballad of songbirds and snakes?
A: The story follows a young Coriolanus Snow as he mentors Lucy Gray Baird, a tribute from District
12, during the 10th Hunger Games. The novel explores their complex relationship and the early
evolution of the Games.



Q: How does ballad of songbirds and snakes connect to the
original Hunger Games trilogy?
A: The prequel provides background on the creation and development of the Hunger Games, as well
as insight into President Snow’s early life and motivations, linking directly to the events and
characters of the original series.

Q: Who are the main characters in ballad of songbirds and
snakes?
A: Key characters include Coriolanus Snow, Lucy Gray Baird, Dr. Volumnia Gaul, Sejanus Plinth, and
Tigris, each playing significant roles in the narrative and Snow’s transformation.

Q: What themes are explored in ballad of songbirds and
snakes?
A: The novel delves into themes of ambition, power, survival, morality, and the duality of human
nature, symbolized by the contrast between songbirds and snakes.

Q: When was ballad of songbirds and snakes released?
A: The novel was published in May 2020, with the film adaptation following in 2023.

Q: How is the film adaptation different from the book?
A: While the film remains mostly faithful, some plotlines and characters are streamlined or altered
for pacing, and additional scenes are included to enhance visual storytelling.

Q: Why did Suzanne Collins choose to write a prequel focused
on Coriolanus Snow?
A: Collins aimed to explore the origins of the Hunger Games’ oppressive system and to examine the
making of a villain through the lens of history, power, and personal ambition.

Q: What significance does the title ballad of songbirds and
snakes hold?
A: The title reflects the central symbolism of the story, with songbirds representing hope and
artistry, and snakes embodying danger and cunning, mirroring the characters’ internal struggles.



Q: Will there be more books or movies set in the Hunger
Games universe?
A: While no official sequels have been announced, the success of “ballad of songbirds and snakes”
has sparked ongoing discussions about potential future projects within the franchise.

Q: Is ballad of songbirds and snakes suitable for readers new
to the Hunger Games series?
A: Yes, the prequel can be enjoyed independently, though familiarity with the original trilogy
enhances understanding of its deeper connections and references.
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H3: From Privilege to Pragmatism

Snow's privileged upbringing is quickly challenged by his family's declining fortunes. This struggle
forces him to adapt, to become resourceful and ruthless in his pursuit of survival and status. The
narrative masterfully shows his gradual descent into darkness, highlighting the corrupting influence
of power and the devastating impact of societal injustice.

H3: The Complicated Relationship with Lucy Gray Baird

The relationship between Snow and Lucy Gray Baird forms the emotional core of the story. Their
connection is complex, filled with both genuine affection and manipulative ambition. Lucy Gray, a
defiant and captivating tribute from District 12, challenges Snow's preconceived notions and forces
him to confront his own morality. This dynamic adds layers of intrigue and ethical ambiguity to the
narrative.

H2: Exploring the Origins of the Hunger Games

The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes offers a crucial insight into the very genesis of the Hunger
Games. The book explores the political machinations, the social unrest, and the gradual evolution of
this brutal spectacle from a desperate attempt to quell rebellion into a fully entrenched system of
oppression.

H3: The Capitol's Fragility

The novel paints a picture of a Capitol far more vulnerable and fractured than the one depicted in
the original trilogy. The economic turmoil and the growing dissatisfaction among the districts
contribute to the tense atmosphere and heighten the stakes of the Games. This vulnerability makes
the Capitol's eventual triumph all the more unsettling.

H3: The Seeds of Tyranny

We witness the very seeds of President Snow's tyrannical reign being sown. His choices, his actions,
and the compromises he makes in pursuit of power all contribute to the creation of the oppressive
regime that Katniss Everdeen would later fight against. The prequel provides a chilling context for
the events of the original trilogy.



H2: Thematic Exploration: Power, Morality, and
Survival

The novel masterfully explores timeless themes of power, morality, and survival. It doesn't shy away
from the complexities of human nature, showing how easily individuals can be corrupted by ambition
and how the fight for survival can blur the lines between right and wrong.

H4: The Price of Power

The narrative subtly underscores the heavy price of pursuing power, illustrating how Snow's
relentless climb to the top ultimately costs him his humanity and leaves him scarred by his own
actions. This is a powerful exploration of the corrupting influence of ambition and the devastating
consequences of unchecked power.

H4: The Blurred Lines of Morality

The moral ambiguity at the heart of the story keeps the reader constantly engaged. The characters
are forced to make difficult choices, and their motivations are rarely straightforward. This
complexity reflects the moral gray areas inherent in a dystopian society where survival often
dictates ethical compromises.

H4: The Resilience of the Human Spirit

Despite the bleakness of the setting, the novel also highlights the resilience of the human spirit.
Characters like Lucy Gray demonstrate an unwavering defiance in the face of oppression,
showcasing the enduring strength of hope and rebellion even under the most crushing
circumstances.

H2: The Impact on the Hunger Games Universe

The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes significantly expands the Hunger Games universe, enriching its
lore and offering a deeper understanding of the events that shaped Panem. It provides a context for
the original trilogy, adding layers of complexity and making the dystopian world even more
compelling. The prequel doesn't just add to the story; it elevates it.



Conclusion

The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes is more than just a prequel; it's a masterful exploration of
power, morality, and survival within a gripping dystopian setting. It enriches the Hunger Games
universe, adding depth and context while simultaneously offering a captivating standalone story. By
exploring the origins of President Snow and the Hunger Games themselves, the novel leaves a
lasting impact on readers, prompting reflection on the consequences of unchecked ambition and the
enduring strength of the human spirit.

FAQs

1. Is The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes a necessary read for understanding the original Hunger
Games trilogy? While not strictly necessary, reading the prequel offers a richer understanding of the
history and context behind the events in the original trilogy, making the overall narrative even more
impactful.

2. How does the tone of the prequel differ from the original trilogy? The prequel adopts a more
ambiguous tone, exploring the moral gray areas and complexities of its characters in a way that
differs from the more straightforward narrative of the original series.

3. Does the prequel resolve any lingering questions from the original trilogy? While it doesn't
explicitly answer every question, the prequel provides crucial background information and context
that sheds light on many aspects of the original trilogy's events and characters.

4. Is the prequel suitable for younger readers? While less violent than the original trilogy, the
prequel still deals with mature themes like oppression, political intrigue, and the brutal realities of
the Hunger Games. Parental guidance is advised for younger readers.

5. What are the main themes explored in The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes? The main themes
include the corrupting influence of power, the struggle for survival, the resilience of the human
spirit, and the blurring lines of morality in a dystopian society.

  ballad of songbirds and snakes: The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes (A Hunger Games
Novel) Suzanne Collins, 2020-05-19 Ambition will fuel him. Competition will drive him. But power
has its price. It is the morning of the reaping that will kick off the tenth annual Hunger Games. In
the Capitol, eighteen-year-old Coriolanus Snow is preparing for his one shot at glory as a mentor in
the Games. The once-mighty house of Snow has fallen on hard times, its fate hanging on the slender
chance that Coriolanus will be able to outcharm, outwit, and outmaneuver his fellow students to
mentor the winning tribute. The odds are against him. He's been given the humiliating assignment of
mentoring the female tribute from District 12, the lowest of the low. Their fates are now completely
intertwined - every choice Coriolanus makes could lead to favor or failure, triumph or ruin. Inside
the arena, it will be a fight to the death. Outside the arena, Coriolanus starts to feel for his doomed
tribute . . . and must weigh his need to follow the rules against his desire to survive no matter what
it takes.



  ballad of songbirds and snakes: Year of the Jungle: Memories from the Home Front
Suzanne Collins, 2013-08-27 NEW YORK TIMES bestselling author Suzanne Collins has created a
deeply moving autobiographical picture book about a father who must go off to the war in Vietnam --
and the daughter who stays behind.When young Suzy's father leaves for Vietnam, she struggles to
understand what this means for her and her family. What is the jungle like? Will her father be safe?
When will he return? The months slip by, marked by the passing of the familiar holidays and the
postcards that her father sends. With each one, he feels more and more distant, until Suzy isn't sure
she'd even recognize her father anymore.This heartfelt and accessible picture book by Suzanne
Collins, the NEW YORK TIMES bestselling author of the Hunger Games series, is accompanied by
James Proimos's sweet and funny illustrations. This picture book will speak to any child who has had
to spend time away from a parent.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: The Hunger Games 4-Book Box Set: TikTok made me
buy it! The international No.1 bestselling series (The Hunger Games, Catching Fire,
Mockingjay, The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes) Suzanne Collins, 2021-09-02 This stunning
paperback box set includes all three books in Suzanne Collins's internationally bestselling Hunger
Games trilogy together with The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes. In the ruins of a place once known
as North America lies the nation of Panem, a shining Capitol surrounded by twelve outlying districts.
The Capitol keeps the districts in line by forcing them all to send one boy and one girl between the
ages of twelve and eighteen to participate in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live
TV... And the odds are against all who play. With all four of Suzanne Collins's Hunger Games novels
in one box set, you can step into the world of Panem and continue all the way to the electrifying
conclusion. Three books, four films and one worldwide phenomenon, The Hunger Games series
changed the face of global YA. Lionsgate begin production on the movie of Ballad of Songbirds and
Snakes in 2022.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: Gregor the Overlander Suzanne Collins, 2014-03-06 When
eleven-year-old Gregor falls through a grate in the laundry room of his apartment building, he
hurtles into the dark Underland, where spiders, rats and giant cockroaches coexist uneasily with
humans. This world is on the brink of war, and Gregor's arrival is no accident. Gregor has a vital role
to play in the Underland's uncertain future.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: Mockingjay (Hunger Games, Book Three) Suzanne
Collins, 2010-08-24 The greatly anticipated final book in the New York Times bestselling Hunger
Games trilogy by Suzanne Collins. The greatly anticipated final book in the New York Times
bestselling Hunger Games trilogy by Suzanne Collins.The Capitol is angry. The Capitol wants
revenge. Who do they think should pay for the unrest? Katniss Everdeen. The final book in The
Hunger Games trilogy by Suzanne Collins will have hearts racing, pages turning, and everyone
talking about one of the biggest and most talked-about books and authors in recent publishing
history!
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: Assassin's Quest Robin Hobb, 1998-01-05 “An enthralling
conclusion to this superb trilogy, displaying an exceptional combination of originality, magic,
adventure, character, and drama.”—Kirkus Reviews (starred review) King Shrewd is dead at the
hands of his son Regal. As is Fitz—or so his enemies and friends believe. But with the help of his
allies and his beast magic, he emerges from the grave, deeply scarred in body and soul. The kingdom
also teeters toward ruin: Regal has plundered and abandoned the capital, while the rightful heir,
Prince Verity, is lost to his mad quest—perhaps to death. Only Verity’s return—or the heir his
princess carries—can save the Six Duchies. But Fitz will not wait. Driven by loss and bitter
memories, he undertakes a quest: to kill Regal. The journey casts him into deep waters, as he
discovers wild currents of magic within him—currents that will either drown him or make him
something more than he was. Praise for Robin Hobb and Assassin’s Quest “Fantasy as it ought to be
written . . . Robin Hobb’s books are diamonds in a sea of zircons.”—George R. R. Martin “Superbly
written, wholly satisfying, unforgettable: better than any fantasy trilogy in print—including
mine!”—Melanie Rawn



  ballad of songbirds and snakes: The Hunger Games Trilogy Suzanne Collins, 2011-05-01 The
stunning Hunger Games trilogy is complete! The extraordinary, ground breaking New York Times
bestsellers The Hunger Games and Catching Fire, along with the third book in The Hunger Games
trilogy by Suzanne Collins, Mockingjay, are available for the first time ever in e-book. Stunning,
gripping, and powerful.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: The Panic Years Nell Frizzell, 2021-02-09 Renowned
journalist Nell Frizzell explores what happens when a woman begins to ask herself: should I have a
baby? We have descriptors for many periods of life—adolescence, menopause, mid-life crisis,
quarter-life crisis—but there is a period of profound change that many women face, often in their
late twenties to early forties, that does not yet have a name. Nell Frizzell is calling this period of flux
“the panic years,” and it is often characterized by a preoccupation with one major question: should I
have a baby? And from there—do I want a baby? With whom should I have a baby? How will I know
when I’m ready? Decisions made during this period suddenly take on more weight, as questions of
love, career, friendship, fertility, and family clash together while peers begin the process of coupling
and breeding. But this very important process is rarely written or talked about beyond the clichés of
the “ticking clock.” Enter Frizzell, our comforting guide, who uses personal stories from her own
experiences in the panic years to illuminate the larger social and cultural trends, and gives voice to
the uncertainty, confusion, and urgency that tends to characterize this time of life. Frizzell reminds
us that we are not alone in this, and encourages us to share our experiences and those of the women
around us—as she does with honesty and vulnerability in these pages. Raw and hilarious, The Panic
Years is an arm around the shoulder for every woman trying to navigate life’s big decisions against
the backdrop of the mother of all questions.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins Mary Pat
Mahoney, 2011
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: Hunger Games Trilogy: The Ballad of Songbirds and
Snakes Suzanne Collins, 2020-05-19 Ambition will fuel him. Competition will drive him. But power
has its price. It is the morning of the reaping that will kick off the tenth annual Hunger Games. In
the Capitol, eighteen-year-old Coriolanus Snow is preparing for his one shot at glory as a mentor in
the Games. The once-mighty house of Snow has fallen on hard times, its fate hanging on the slender
chance that Coriolanus will be able to outcharm, outwit, and outmaneuvre his fellow students to
mentor the winning tribute. The odds are against him. He's been given the humiliating assignment of
mentoring the female tribute from District 12, the lowest of the low. Their fates are now completely
intertwined - ; every choice Coriolanus makes could lead to favour or failure, triumph or ruin. Inside
the arena, it will be a fight to the death. Outside the arena, Coriolanus starts to feel for his doomed
tribute... and must weigh his need to follow the rules against his desire to survive no matter what it
takes. Three books, four films and one WORLDWIDE PHENOMENON, The Hunger Games changed
the face of global YA.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: When Charlie McButton Lost Power Suzanne Collins,
2005-03-24 An electifying picture book from the author of The Hunger Games. Charlie McButton
likes computer games so much, he never plays with anything else. When a thunderstorm knocks out
the electricity, his tech empire comes tumbling down, and his whole world loses power. He needs
batteries--FAST. But the only triple A's he can find are in his little sister's talking doll. Will he resort
to desperate measures and cause his little sister to have a meltdown of her own? Or will be snap out
of his computer craze long enough to realize he can have fun with her, even without batteries?
Suzanne Collins, author of the bestselling Hunger Games trilogy, and award-winning illustrator Mike
Lester team up for a hilarious and timely tale that will crack up young computer addicts and those
who love them.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: Year of the Reaper Makiia Lucier, 2021-11-09 “I love the
magic Lucier weaves through this dark yet hopeful tale. I devoured it in one sitting!” —Kristin
Cashore, author of the New York Times bestselling Graceling Realm books A beautifully crafted
novel containing everything I love in an epic fantasy: complex characters and relationships, excellent



world building, and a compelling story full of twists and turns. —Juliet Marillier, author of the
Blackthorn & Grim and Warrior Bards series A rich and captivating YA standalone fantasy that's
perfect for fans of Brigid Kemmerer, Rachel Hartman, and Naomi Novik, from the writer whose
stories have been called “brilliant” (Booklist), “masterful” (Horn Book), and “breathtaking” (School
Library Journal). In the aftermath of a devastating plague, a young lord is determined to discover the
truth behind a mysterious attempt to assassinate the young queen. A Sickness to kill them. A
Princess to save them. And a Reaper who will stop at nothing to reveal the truth. Young Lord Cassia
was destined for death, kidnapped and imprisoned by the enemy three years ago. Now he has
escaped, the sole survivor of a deadly outbreak that has ravaged the kingdoms of Oliveras and Brisa
alike. His survival has won him his freedom, at a cost: Cas is now haunted by the souls of those with
unfinished business left in the realm. When Cas finally returns to his home in the mountains, he
arrives just in time to celebrate the king and queen's newborn son. But when an assassin interrupts
the festivities, Cas finds himself thrust into the dark underpinnings of court life. Nothing is as he
remembers, and his only solace is Lena, a royal historian with a penchant for stealing his horse and
keeping him anchored to the present...even as the past rises to the surface. For the more Cas learns
about the new queen-a former princess of Brisa, an old enemy-the more he is certain she harbors
secrets. Secrets that threaten the one person Cas holds most dear. Lucky for him, the past never
forgets, and the secrets of the dead aren't always buried with them.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: Hunting November Adriana Mather, 2021-05-18 Surviving a
few weeks at the world's most lethal boarding school was one thing. But now comes the real test:
Can November Adley find her missing father before her enemies find her? Subterfuge is the name of
the game in this thrilling sequel to Killing November, from the #1 New York Times bestselling
author of How to Hang a Witch. After surviving a crash course in espionage at the mysterious
Academy Absconditi, November has only one purpose: finding her missing father. Along with fellow
student (and heartthrob) Ash, November follows the clues that her father left, embarking on the
deadliest treasure hunt of her life. The first clue is in her hometown, where old friends beckon and
unexpected enemies lurk around every corner. The second clue is in Europe, where revelations
about her family's history will plunge her into an international web of deception, lies, and intrigue.
The third clue is deep in enemy territory, surrounded by the most skilled assassins and master
strategists, and where everyone wants her and her father dead. Can one girl with limited training
infiltrate a centuries-old organization that is powerful enough to topple empires? November only
knows that she'll do whatever it takes to save her father . . . or die trying.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: Jade Fire Gold June CL Tan, 2021-10-12 Girls of Paper and
Fire meets A Song of Wraiths and Ruin in June CL Tan’s stunning debut, where ferocious action,
shadowy intrigue, rich magic, and a captivating slow-burn romance collide. In an empire on the
brink of war . . . Ahn is no one, with no past and no family. Altan is a lost heir, his future stolen away
as a child. When they meet, Altan sees in Ahn a path to reclaiming the throne. Ahn sees a way to
finally unlock her past and understand her lethal magical abilities. But they may have to pay a far
deadlier price than either could have imagined. A stunning homage to the Xianxia novel with
dangerous magic, fast-paced action, and a delightful romance, Jade Fire Gold isn’t one to miss! “An
addictive story that is impossible to put down. —Swati Teerdhala, author of The Tiger at Midnight
series Adventure at its finest. A beautifully rendered story that honors the great wuxia epics.” —Joan
He, author of Descendant of the Crane and The Ones We're Meant to Find “An epic adventure!”
—Elizabeth Lim, New York Times bestselling author of Spin the Dawn and So This Is Love “Epic in
every sense of the word, beautiful as it is sweeping. —Roseanne A. Brown, New York Times
bestselling author of A Song of Wraiths and Ruin
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: Gregor and the Prophecy of Bane Suzanne Collins,
2014-03-06 Spies have reported the sighting of a Rat King in the Underland, a character who has
been legendary since the Middle Ages. Recognizable by its tremendous size and snow-white coat,
the Rat King is destined to bring a World War to the Underland.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: Catching Fire (Hunger Games, Book Two) Suzanne



Collins, 2010-06-01 The second book in Suzanne Collins's phenomenal and worldwide bestselling
Hunger Games trilogy. Against all odds, Katniss Everdeen has won the annual Hunger Games with
fellow district tribute Peeta Mellark. But it was a victory won by defiance of the Capitol and their
harsh rules. Katniss and Peeta should be happy. After all, they have just won for themselves and
their families a life of safety and plenty. But there are rumors of rebellion among the subjects, and
Katniss and Peeta, to their horror, are the faces of that rebellion. The Capitol is angry. The Capitol
wants revenge.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: The Hunger Games Suzanne Collins, 2011-12 First in the
ground-breaking HUNGER GAMES trilogy. In a vision of the near future, a terrifying reality TV show
is taking place. Twelve boys and twelve girls are forced to appear in a live event called The Hunger
Games. There is only one rule: kill or be killed. But Katniss has been close to death before. For her,
survival is second nature.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: Paperweight Meg Haston, 2015-07-02 What doesn't kill you
makes you stronger. Struggling to deal with her brother's death and a past she refuses to confront,
Stevie knows she has problems. But she's still furious about the fact that she's been packed off to a
health clinic, in the middle of nowhere, where mobile phones are banned and communication with
the outside world is strictly by permission only. The regimented and obtrusive nature of the clinic
and its staff is torture to the deeply private, obstinate Stevie - and don't even get her started on the
other 'inmates'. All she wants is to be left alone... But as Stevie is about to find out, life is full of
surprises. And she will prove herself stronger than she knows - even when her past finally catches
her up in the most shocking and brutal way possible.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: Gregor and the Curse of the Warmbloods Suzanne Collins,
2014-03-06 Gregor and Boots must return to the Underland to help ward off a plague. It is spreading
fast, and when it claims one of Gregor's family, he begins to truly understand his role in the
Prophecy of Blood. Gregor must summon all his power to end the biological warfare that threatens
the fate of every warmblooded creature.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: The World of the Hunger Games Kate Egan, 2012-03-24
Welcome to Panem, the world of The Hunger Games. This is the definitive, richly illustrated,
full-colour guide to all the districts of Panem, all the participants in The Hunger Games, and the life
and home of Katniss Everdeen. A must-have for fans of both the Hunger Games novels and the new
Hunger Games film.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: Gregor and the Code of Claw Suzanne Collins, 2014-03-06
Everyone in the Underland has been taking great pains to keep The Prophecy of Time from Gregor.
Now, with an army of rats approaching, and his mum and sister still in Regalia, Gregor the warrior
must gather up his courage to help defend Regalia and get his family home safely.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: Furysong Rosaria Munda, 2022-08-09 One of fantasy’s best
series. —Booklist, starred review In this explosive conclusion to the epic trilogy that began with
Fireborne, Annie and Lee are fighting for their lives—and for each other—as invading dragonfire
threatens to burn their home to the ground. A new revolution is underway, and nobody will emerge
unscathed. In New Pythos, Griff is facing an execution by the dragonborn, who are furious at his
betrayal. He has allies on both sides seeking to defy his fate, but the price of his freedom might
come at a dear cost. And Delo will have to make a choice: follow his family, or finally surrender to
his conscience. Meanwhile, Annie must race home to hatch a plan to save her Guardians and their
dragons. With Callipolis on the brink of collapse and the triarchy set to be reinstated, she may be the
one person who can save the city—if she can overcome her own doubts about her future. Lee is a
revolutionary at heart, but now he’ll have to find a way to fight with diplomacy. Going up against the
dragonborn court and a foreign princess, he faces a test of loyalty that sets his head against his
heart. As the fate of Callipolis darkens, Annie and Lee must determine what they are willing to
sacrifice in order to save each other, defeat their enemies, and reclaim their home.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: Sorcery of Thorns Margaret Rogerson, 2020-06-30 A New
York Times bestseller! “A bewitching gem...I absolutely loved every moment of this story.”



—Stephanie Garber, #1 New York Times bestselling author of the Caraval series “If you loved the
Hogwarts Library…you’ll be right at home at Summershall.” —Katherine Arden, New York Times
bestselling author of The Bear and the Nightingale From the New York Times bestselling author of
An Enchantment of Ravens comes an “enthralling adventure” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review) about
an apprentice at a magical library who must battle a powerful sorcerer to save her kingdom. All
sorcerers are evil. Elisabeth has known that as long as she has known anything. Raised as a
foundling in one of Austermeer’s Great Libraries, Elisabeth has grown up among the tools of
sorcery—magical grimoires that whisper on shelves and rattle beneath iron chains. If provoked, they
transform into grotesque monsters of ink and leather. Then an act of sabotage releases the library’s
most dangerous grimoire, and Elisabeth is implicated in the crime. With no one to turn to but her
sworn enemy, the sorcerer Nathaniel Thorn, and his mysterious demonic servant, she finds herself
entangled in a centuries-old conspiracy. Not only could the Great Libraries go up in flames, but the
world along with them. As her alliance with Nathaniel grows stronger, Elisabeth starts to question
everything she’s been taught—about sorcerers, about the libraries she loves, even about herself. For
Elisabeth has a power she has never guessed, and a future she could never have imagined.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: The World ... A New Edition , 1763
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: The Words in My Hands Asphyxia, 2021-11-09 Part coming
of age, part call to action, this fast-paced #ownvoices novel about a Deaf teenager is a unique and
inspiring exploration of what it means to belong. Smart, artistic, and independent, sixteen year old
Piper is tired of trying to conform. Her mom wants her to be “normal,” to pass as hearing, to get a
good job. But in a time of food scarcity, environmental collapse, and political corruption, Piper has
other things on her mind—like survival. Piper has always been told that she needs to compensate for
her Deafness in a world made for those who can hear. But when she meets Marley, a new world
opens up—one where Deafness is something to celebrate, and where resilience means taking action,
building a com-munity, and believing in something better. Published to rave reviews as Future Girl
in Australia (Allen & Unwin, Sept. 2020), this empowering, unforgettable story is told through a
visual extravaganza of text, paint, collage, and drawings. Set in an ominously prescient near future,
The Words in My Hands is very much a novel for our turbulent times.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: It Goes Like This Miel Moreland, 2021-05-18 In Miel
Moreland's heartfelt young adult debut, It Goes Like This, four queer teens realize that sometimes
you have to risk hitting repeat on heartbreak. Eva, Celeste, Gina, and Steph used to think their
friendship was unbreakable. After all, they've been though a lot together, including the astronomical
rise of Moonlight Overthrow, the world-famous queer pop band they formed in middle school, never
expecting to headline anything bigger than the county fair. But after a sudden falling out leads to the
dissolution of the teens' band, their friendship, and Eva and Celeste's starry-eyed romance, nothing
is the same. Gina and Celeste step further into the spotlight, Steph disappears completely, and Eva,
heartbroken, takes refuge as a songwriter and secret online fangirl...of her own band. That is, until a
storm devastates their hometown, bringing the four ex-best-friends back together. As they prepare
for one last show, they'll discover whether growing up always means growing apart. It Goes Like
This was everything my music nerd heart needed AND wanted. Lyrical and
heart-wrenching...beautiful representation, sweetest longing and the pop-star romance of my
dreams; Swifties will swoon happily with this story tattooed on their hearts. —Erin Hahn, author of
You'd Be Mine and More Than Maybe
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: Dance of Thieves Mary E. Pearson, 2018-08-07 A stunning
new young adult adventure set in the kingdoms of the Remnant, by the author of the New York
Times-bestselling Remnant Chronicles and the Jenna Fox Chronicles. A formidable outlaw family that
claims to be the first among nations. A son destined to lead, thrust suddenly into power. Three fierce
young women of the Rahtan, the queen's premier guard. A legendary street thief leading a mission,
determined to prove herself. A dark secret that is a threat to the entire continent. When outlaw
leader meets reformed thief, a cat-and-mouse game of false moves ensues, bringing them intimately
together in a battle that may cost them their lives—and their hearts. The Remnant Chronicles The



Beauty of Darkness The Heart of Betrayal The Kiss of Deception Praise for Dance of Thieves:
Pearson is a gifted storyteller and spinner of eminently satisfying romances and fantasy. Fans will
thrill at these newest protagonists, especially the women warriors, who are equal partners in the
play for power. —Publishers Weekly This novel has it all—romance, conflict, danger, and humor. A
must-have for all fantasy YA shelves. — School Library Journal
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: The Honeybee Emeralds Amy Tector, 2022-03-29 A 2023
Next Generation Indie Book Award Finalist for Best First Novel “Debut novelist Tector captures
European life and her characters beautifully as she interweaves the perspectives of four women
seeking fulfillment and success in this satisfying adventure. Keep an eye on this author.” —Booklist
Alice Ahmadi has never been certain of where she belongs. When she discovers a famed emerald
necklace while interning at a struggling Parisian magazine, she is plunged into a glittering world of
diamonds and emeralds, courtesans and spies, and the long-buried secrets surrounding the necklace
and its glamorous former owners. When Alice realizes the mysterious Honeybee Emeralds could be
her chance to save the magazine, she recruits her friends Lily and Daphne to form the “Fellowship of
the Necklace.” Together, they set out to uncover the romantic history of the gems. Through diaries,
letters, and investigations through the winding streets and iconic historic landmarks of Paris, the
trio begins to unravel more than just the secrets of the necklace’s obsolete past. Along the way, Lily
and Daphne’s relationships are challenged, tempered, and changed. Lily faces her long-standing
attraction to a friend, who has achieved the writing success that eluded her. Daphne confronts her
failing relationship with her husband, while also facing simmering problems in her friendship with
Lily. And, at last, Alice finds her place in the world―although one mystery still remains: how did the
Honeybee Emeralds go from the neck of American singer Josephine Baker during the Roaring
Twenties to the basement of a Parisian magazine?
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: Gregor and the Marks of Secret Suzanne Collins, 2014-03-06
It's only a few months since Gregor and Boots returned from the Underland, leaving their mother
behind to heal from the plague. Though Gregor's family receives frequent updates on her condition,
they all know Gregor must return to fulfill his role as the warrior who is key to the Underlanders'
survival.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: The Bridal Party J G Murray, 2019-03-07 Sometimes
friendship can be murder... It's the weekend of Clarisse's bridal party, a trip the girls have all been
looking forward to. Then, on the day of their flight, Tamsyn, the maid of honour, suddenly backs out.
Upset and confused, they try to make the most of the stunning, isolated seaside house they find
themselves in. But, there is a surprise in store - Tamsyn has organised a murder mystery, a sinister
game in which they must discover a killer in their midst. As tensions quickly boil over, it becomes
clear to them all that there are some secrets that won't stay buried... WINNER OF THE DEVIANT
MINDS CRIME THRILLER PRIZE 2018 READERS LOVE THE BRIDAL PARTY! Dark, gritty, edge of
your seat, addictive reading at its best Karen, Netgalley A chilling, sinister, intense thriller Nicki,
Netgalley
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: The Ravenous Dead Darcy Coates, 2022-03-15 Keira, hired
as Blighty Graveyard's new groundskeeper, lives surrounded by the dead. They watch her through
the fog. They wordlessly cry out. They've been desperately waiting for help moving on―and only
Keira can hear them. But not every restless spirit wants to be saved. Sometimes the dead hate the
living too much to find peace. As Keira struggles to uncover the tangled histories of some of the
graveyard's oldest denizens, danger seeps from the darkest edges of the forest. A vicious serial killer
was interred among the trees decades before, his spirit twisted by his violent nature. He's furious.
Ravenous. And when Keira unwittingly answers his call, she may just seal her fate as his final
intended victim.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: The Arrow of Apollo Philip Womack, 2020-05-14 'There is
much to admire in this intriguing, ambitious, immersive book' Literary Review The gods are
abandoning the earth, tempted by other worlds where they can live in peace. Only a few keep an
interest in mortals. In their place, darker, more ancient forces are wakening... Silvius is given a task



by a dying centaur. The dark god Python is rising and massing an army of immense power. The only
thing that can save the world is the Arrow of Apollo – but it has been split into two. Silvius and his
friend Elissa must travel to the land of their sworn enemies, the Achaeans. Meanwhile, Tisamenos is
facing his own dangers in Achaea. A plot is afoot against him and his father, and it falls to him to
stop it. When Silvius, Elissa and Tisamenos meet, they enter a final, terrifying race to bring together
the pieces of the Arrow and use it to lay Python low once more.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: The Black Witch Laurie Forest, 2017-05-02 The New York
Times bestselling series! “Maximum suspense, unusual magic—a whole new, thrilling approach to
fantasy!” —Tamora Pierce, #1 New York Times bestselling author Powerful magic. A deadly legacy.
A world at the edge of war. Prepare to be spellbound by fantasy series, The Black Witch Chronicles.
Elloren Gardner is the spitting image of her grandmother, who drove back the enemy forces in the
last Realm War. But while her people believe she will follow in her grandmother's footsteps and
become the next Black Witch of prophecy, Elloren is devoid of power in a society that prizes magical
ability above all else. When she is granted the opportunity to pursue her dream of becoming an
apothecary, Elloren joins her brothers at Verpax University. But she soon realizes that the university
may be the most treacherous place of all for the granddaughter of the Black Witch. As evil looms and
the pressure to live up to her heritage builds, Elloren's best hope of survival may be among a secret
band of rebels…if only she can find the courage to trust those she’s been taught to fear. Critics are
raving about Laurie Forest’s incredible debut, The Black Witch: “Forest uses a richly imagined
magical world to offer an uncompromising condemnation of prejudice and injustice.” —Booklist,
starred review “A noteworthy debut.” —Publishers Weekly, starred review “Briskly paced, tightly
plotted.” —Kirkus Reviews, starred review Books in The Black Witch Chronicles: The Black Witch
The Iron Flower The Shadow Wand The Demon Tide The Dryad Storm Wandfasted (ebook novella)*
Light Mage (ebook novella)* * Also available in print in The Rebel Mages anthology
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: Vow of Thieves Mary E. Pearson, 2019-08-06 Vow of Thieves
is the thrilling sequel to Dance of Thieves, set in the same world as Mary E. Pearson's New York
Times-bestselling Remnant Chronicles. Kazi and Jase have survived, stronger and more in love than
ever. Their new life now lies before them—the Ballengers will be outlaws no longer, Tor's Watch will
be a kingdom, and Kazi and Jase will meet all challenges side by side, together at last. But an
ominous warning mars their journey back, and they soon find themselves captured in a tangled web
of deceit woven by their greatest enemies and unlikeliest allies, a place where betrayals run deeper
and more deadly than either had thought possible, and where timeless ambitions threaten to destroy
them both.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: The Ballad of Frankie Silver Sharyn McCrumb, 2013-03-26
The New York Times Bestseller Set in the Appalachian wilderness and blending legends and folklore
with high suspense, this stellar novel, The Ballad of Frankie Silver, is considered one of McCrumb's
crowning achievements. In 1833 Frankie Silver was an eighteen-year-old girl convicted of murder in
Burke County, North Carolina. Through a detailed investigation, the local sheriff, and soon all the
townsfolk, discover reason to question her guilt---but the wheels of justice were mercilessly
unstoppable, and she was hanged. Now, more than a century later, another woman is convicted of
murder in the lush hills of Tennessee. Her life is in the hands of Spencer Arrowood, a man who
begins to discover that the convictions of these two women have deep and haunting parallels.
Although Frankie's fate cannot be changed, there is still time to alter the fate of another innocent
woman. In a voice that could only be Sharyn McCrumb's, the worlds of these two murders, these two
women, intersect in this densely plotted and lyrical novel—and characters, generations, and history
are breathlessly painted against an Appalachian canvas.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: The Promise of Rain Shana Abé, 2013-06-19 They call him
the Hound of Hell.... Lord Roland Strathmore has been ordered by the king to find and capture Lady
Kyla Warwick, a noblewoman running from rumors of scandal and murder. One of England's fiercest
warriors, Strathmore is torn between his loyalty to the king and his pledge to the elusive woman he
has never met. For Strathmore was once betrothed to the fiery Lady Kyla--until her family's fall from



grace halted plans for their union. When Kyla is seized by Strathmore, she vows to seek vengeance
against the man she considers a traitor. But she's surprised when her hatred for her newfound
enemy is matched by a powerful attraction--a temptation at odds with her desire to reclaim her
freedom. Fueled by his own unspoken passion, Strathmore is willing to risk everything to help his
beautiful captive discover the truth about her shocking past--even if only the most desperate act will
save her from further ruin...or perhaps even death.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: Cheat Day Liv Stratman, 2022-01-18 This clever and witty
debut novel about the unexpected consequences of one woman’s attempt to exert control over her
life by adhering to a strict wellness routine is “the kind of book you devour in a day or two…sexy and
funny, but also very perceptive” (BuzzFeed). Kit and David were college sweethearts. Now married
and in their thirties, they live in Kit’s childhood home in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn. While David has a
successful career, jetting off on work trips to exciting destinations, Kit is stuck in a loop. She keeps
quitting her job managing her sister’s bakery to seek a more ambitious profession, but fear of failure
always brings her back to Sweet Cheeks. Kit finds a fraught solace in cycling through fad diets,
which David, in his efforts to be supportive, follows along with her. Their latest program is the
Radiant Regimen, an intense cleanse, and Kit is optimistic about embarking on a new chapter of
healthy eating and self-control. Hungry in more ways than one, she soon falls into a flirtation with a
carpenter named Matt who is building new shelves for the bakery kitchen. Unable to resist their
mutual attraction, Kit and Matt soon begin a passionate affair. Kit suppresses her guilt by obsessing
over her diet, pushing herself in greater extremes. Told in precise, intimate detail, Cheat Day is “an
incredibly likable novel of hungers controlled and liberated, and marriage’s gray areas” (Booklist)
that explores monogamy versus monotony, deprivation versus indulgence, and limitations of modern
wellness.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: A Place Called District 12 Thomas W. Paradis, 2022-01-19
When creating her post-apocalyptic world of The Hunger Games, author Suzanne Collins drew from
various real-world history and geography, particularly from Appalachia, which is reflected in the
culture and location of District 12. With the release of her 2019 prequel, The Ballad of Songbirds
and Snakes, Collins brought readers deeper into Appalachia's extraordinary cultural diversity and its
storied musical traditions. This book provides a tour of human geography, history and culture that
establishes the foundation for the saga's novels and films. Told from the expertise of a geographer, it
explores how place can shape culture, how social and geographical concepts intersect and how
these ideas apply to The Hunger Games. Specifically, the work explores the idea of home, and how
attachment to a place is strengthened through landscape, geography and song.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: A Web of Air Philip Reeve, 2011 Summary: In Mayda, a
post-apocalyptic city off the coast of Portugal, a brilliant young engineer and a mysterious recluse
race to build a flying machine, unaware that powerful enemies will kill to possess--or destroy--their
new technology.
  ballad of songbirds and snakes: A Hundred Suns Karin Tanabe, 2020-04-07 Named A Best
Book of Spring 2020 by Real Simple · Parade · PopSugar · New York Post · Entertainment Weekly ·
Betches · CrimeReads · BookBub A transporting historical novel, and a smart thriller.— Washington
Post A luscious setting combined with a sinister, sizzling plot. -EW A faraway land. A family’s
dynasty. A trail of secrets that could shatter their glamorous lifestyle. On a humid afternoon in 1933,
American Jessie Lesage steps off a boat from Paris and onto the shores of Vietnam. Accompanying
her French husband Victor, an heir to the Michelin rubber fortune, she’s certain that their new life is
full of promise, for while the rest of the world is sinking into economic depression, Indochine is gold
for the Michelins. Jessie knows that the vast plantations near Saigon are the key to the family’s
prosperity, and though they have recently been marred in scandal, she needs them to succeed for
her husband’s sake—and to ensure that the life she left behind in America stays buried in the past.
Jessie dives into the glamorous colonial world, where money is king and morals are brushed aside,
and meets Marcelle de Fabry, a spellbinding expat with a wealthy Indochinese lover, the silk tycoon
Khoi Nguyen. Descending on Jessie’s world like a hurricane, Marcelle proves to be an exuberant



guide to colonial life. But hidden beneath her vivacious exterior is a fierce desire to put the colony
back in the hands of its people––starting with the Michelin plantations. It doesn’t take long for the
sun-drenched days and champagne-soaked nights to catch up with Jessie. With an increasingly
fractured mind, her affection for Indochine falters. And as a fiery political struggle builds around
her, Jessie begins to wonder what’s real in a friendship that she suspects may be nothing but a
house of cards. Motivated by love, driven by ambition, and seeking self-preservation at all costs,
Jessie and Marcelle each toe the line between friend and foe, ethics and excess. Cast against the
stylish backdrop of 1920s Paris and 1930s Indochine, in a time and place defined by contrasts and
convictions, Karin Tanabe's A Hundred Suns is historical fiction at its lush, suspenseful best.
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