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air force promotion ceremony script is a vital component in celebrating and
formalizing the transition of Air Force personnel to higher ranks. This comprehensive
guide explores everything you need to know about creating and delivering a memorable
and respectful air force promotion ceremony script. From key elements and structure to
etiquette, sample scripts, and essential tips, this article ensures you are well-prepared for
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Understanding the Importance of the Air Force
Promotion Ceremony Script

The air force promotion ceremony script plays a critical role in maintaining military
tradition and honoring the achievements of service members. It provides a structured way
to conduct the ceremony, ensuring all essential elements are included and that the event
flows smoothly. The script sets the tone for the ceremony, reflects the significance of the
occasion, and helps convey respect for the individual being promoted as well as for the Air
Force as a whole. A well-crafted script also serves as a guide for speakers, participants,
and guests, ensuring everyone understands their roles and the order of events.

Incorporating the correct protocol and language is crucial, as it reflects the values and
customs of the Air Force. The right script can enhance the sense of pride, unity, and
accomplishment associated with a promotion, making the event memorable for the
honoree and attendees alike.



Key Elements of an Effective Air Force Promotion
Ceremony Script

Every air force promotion ceremony script should include several key components to
ensure it meets official standards and honors the service member appropriately. These
elements help provide structure, clarity, and meaning to the event.

Essential Components to Include

Opening Remarks: Welcoming attendees and setting the tone for the ceremony.

Introduction of the Honoree: Brief background and achievements of the individual
being promoted.

Reading of the Promotion Order: Officially announcing the promotion in
accordance with Air Force regulations.

Pinning Ceremony: The act of presenting and pinning new rank insignia, often
involving family or colleagues.

Oath of Office or Enlistment (if applicable): Recitation of the oath for officers or
enlisted personnel.

Remarks from Commanders or Special Guests: Additional comments,
congratulations, and words of encouragement.

Closing Remarks and Dismissal: Bringing the ceremony to a formal close.

The Importance of Customization

While adherence to tradition and protocol is critical, it is equally important to personalize
the air force promotion ceremony script. Tailoring the script to highlight the individual's
unique contributions, achievements, and character makes the ceremony more meaningful
and memorable for everyone involved.

Step-by-Step Structure of the Promotion
Ceremony

A well-organized air force promotion ceremony follows a logical sequence that ensures all
key moments are properly recognized. The following is a typical step-by-step structure
used in Air Force promotion ceremonies:



Arrival and Seating: Attendees take their seats, and the ceremony area is prepared.1.

Presentation of Colors (optional): The national and Air Force flags are presented.2.

National Anthem (optional): Playing or singing of the national anthem.3.

Opening Remarks: The Master of Ceremonies welcomes guests and introduces the4.
purpose of the event.

Introduction of Honoree: The individual being promoted is introduced, with5.
highlights of their career and achievements.

Reading of Official Promotion Order: An authorized individual reads the official6.
promotion order.

Pinning of New Rank: Family members or designated individuals pin the new7.
insignia on the honoree.

Oath of Office or Enlistment (if required): The honoree recites the appropriate8.
oath.

Remarks from Commanders/Guests: Senior leaders or special guests provide9.
remarks and congratulations.

Closing Remarks: The ceremony formally concludes, and attendees may be invited10.
for photographs or refreshments.

Sample Air Force Promotion Ceremony Script

To assist in crafting your own air force promotion ceremony script, here is a sample
outline that can be adapted to different ranks and units. This example incorporates the
main elements and can be customized as needed.

Sample Script Outline

Opening Remarks:
“Good [morning/afternoon], ladies and gentlemen. On behalf of the
[unit/wing/squadron], welcome to the promotion ceremony for [Rank and Name].
Today, we gather to recognize and celebrate [his/her/their] outstanding
achievements and advancement to the rank of [new rank].”



Introduction of Honoree:
“[Name] has served with distinction in [brief background, years of service, notable
accomplishments]. [He/She/They] has demonstrated exceptional leadership and
dedication to the mission.”

Reading of Promotion Order:
“Attention to orders. The Secretary of the Air Force has reposed special trust and
confidence in the patriotism, integrity, and abilities of [Name]. In view of these
qualities and demonstrated potential for increased responsibility, [he/she/they] is
promoted to the grade of [new rank], United States Air Force, effective [date].”

Pinning of New Rank:
“At this time, we invite [family members/designated individuals] forward to pin on
the new rank insignia.”

Oath of Office/Enlistment (if required):
“Please raise your right hand and repeat after me...” [Oath is administered]

Remarks from Commander/Guest:
“[Commander/Guest Name] will now provide a few remarks.” [Remarks are given]

Closing Remarks:
“Thank you all for attending this significant event. Please join us in congratulating
[Name] on this well-deserved promotion.”

Tips for Personalizing Your Script

Personalization makes the air force promotion ceremony script more impactful and
memorable. By incorporating specific anecdotes, achievements, and reflections, you
highlight the honoree’s unique qualities and contributions.



Ways to Personalize the Script

Mention specific leadership roles or missions the honoree has participated in.

Include quotes from colleagues, mentors, or family members.

Highlight unique challenges the honoree has overcome.

Reference awards, citations, or previous commendations.

Tailor the tone of the script to reflect the honoree’s personality and career path.

It is important to maintain professionalism and respect for military customs when adding
personal touches. Ensure that any additions align with Air Force values and the decorum
of the occasion.

Promotion Ceremony Etiquette and Best Practices

Observing proper etiquette is essential for a successful promotion ceremony. The air force
promotion ceremony script should reflect the dignity of the event and ensure that all
attendees understand and follow appropriate protocols.

Best Practices for a Successful Ceremony

Rehearse the ceremony and script in advance to ensure smooth delivery.

Maintain a respectful and formal tone throughout the script.

Ensure all participants know their roles and responsibilities.

Prepare all required materials, such as insignia, orders, and certificates, ahead of
time.

Be mindful of time, keeping the ceremony concise yet meaningful.

Show appreciation to family members and guests for their support and attendance.

Following these best practices ensures the ceremony honors the individual’s achievement
and upholds the proud traditions of the United States Air Force.



Frequently Asked Questions about Air Force
Promotion Ceremony Scripts

Understanding common questions about air force promotion ceremony scripts can help
clarify expectations and provide additional guidance for those planning or participating in
a ceremony.

Q: What is the purpose of an air force promotion
ceremony script?
A: The script ensures that all key elements of the ceremony are conducted in an orderly,
respectful, and traditional manner. It provides structure, maintains military customs, and
honors the service member’s achievements.

Q: Who is responsible for preparing the promotion
ceremony script?
A: Usually, the honoree’s immediate supervisor, commander, or a designated event
coordinator prepares the script, often in consultation with the honoree to ensure accuracy
and personalization.

Q: Can family members participate in the ceremony?
A: Yes, it is common for family members to participate, especially during the pinning of
the new rank insignia. Their involvement is often mentioned in the script and adds a
personal touch to the ceremony.

Q: Is it necessary to include the Oath of Office or
Enlistment in the script?
A: The Oath of Office or Enlistment is typically included for officer and enlisted promotions
when required by regulation. The need for the oath should be confirmed based on the
specific situation and rank.

Q: How formal should the language of the script be?
A: The language of the air force promotion ceremony script should remain formal,
respectful, and in line with military traditions, though it can be personalized with
appropriate anecdotes or acknowledgments.



Q: How long should the promotion ceremony last?
A: Most promotion ceremonies are brief, generally lasting between 15 to 30 minutes. The
script should be concise yet comprehensive, ensuring all important elements are
addressed.

Q: Can the script be adjusted for virtual ceremonies?
A: Yes, scripts can be adapted for virtual ceremonies by modifying language regarding
attendance and logistics. Key elements such as the reading of orders and pinning can still
be included in a virtual format.

Q: Are there templates available for air force promotion
ceremony scripts?
A: Many units provide standard templates or outlines, which can be adapted to meet the
needs of the specific ceremony and honoree.

Q: What should be avoided in an air force promotion
ceremony script?
A: Avoid informal language, personal jokes that may be misunderstood, and any content
that does not align with Air Force values or the respectful nature of the ceremony.

Q: How can the script honor both tradition and the
individual?
A: By following standard ceremony elements and incorporating personal touches that
reflect the honoree’s unique service and achievements, the script can balance tradition
with individual recognition.

Air Force Promotion Ceremony Script
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Crafting a Meaningful and Memorable Event

Planning an Air Force promotion ceremony? Want to ensure it's both respectful and memorable for
the airmen being promoted and their families? This comprehensive guide provides you with a sample
Air Force promotion ceremony script, along with key elements and considerations for crafting your
own personalized and impactful event. We'll cover everything from the formal aspects to creating an
atmosphere of celebration and recognition. By the end, you'll have the tools to design a ceremony
that honors the dedication and achievements of your promoted personnel.

Understanding the Purpose of an Air Force Promotion
Ceremony

Before diving into the script itself, it's crucial to understand the core purpose of a promotion
ceremony. It's not just a formality; it's a significant event that:

Officially recognizes achievement: Promotions acknowledge the hard work, dedication, and skill
demonstrated by the airmen.
Reinforces Air Force values: The ceremony showcases the core values of the Air Force and
reinforces the importance of these principles.
Builds morale and esprit de corps: A well-executed ceremony boosts morale among the promoted
airmen, their colleagues, and their families.
Inspires future performance: The recognition serves as motivation for continued excellence and
advancement within the Air Force.

Key Components of a Successful Ceremony

A successful Air Force promotion ceremony balances formality with warmth and personalization. Key
components include:

Formal Setting: Choose a location that reflects the significance of the occasion. This might be a base
auditorium, a squadron hangar, or an outdoor space with appropriate decor.
Attentive Audience: Ensure family members, colleagues, and superiors are present to share in the
celebration.
Structured Program: A well-organized program ensures smooth flow and keeps the audience
engaged.
Meaningful Words: The script should convey sincerity, pride, and respect for the promoted airmen.
Appropriate Recognition: The ceremony must formally acknowledge the achievement, often
involving the presentation of rank insignia.



Sample Air Force Promotion Ceremony Script

This sample script is adaptable to various ranks and can be adjusted based on your specific needs.
Remember to personalize it with details specific to the individuals being promoted.

Opening (Master of Ceremonies):

"Good morning/afternoon, everyone. We are gathered here today to celebrate a momentous occasion
– the well-deserved promotion of [Airman's Name(s)] to the rank of [Rank]. Please join me in
welcoming [Guest Speaker's Name], who will deliver remarks."

Remarks (Guest Speaker):

"[Opening remarks acknowledging the significance of the event and the Air Force values. Highlight
the importance of leadership, dedication, and service. Mention specific accomplishments or qualities
of the promoted airmen. Keep it concise and inspiring.]"

Presentation of Awards (Commanding Officer):

"[The Commanding Officer calls each airman forward by name and rank. They briefly reiterate the
airman’s accomplishments and then present the new rank insignia. Include a brief, heartfelt
statement of congratulations for each individual.]”

Acknowledgement (Promoted Airmen):

"[Each promoted airman gives a brief speech expressing gratitude for the opportunity, their
commitment to continued service, and appreciation for those who have supported them. This is often
a brief, professional statement.]"

Closing (Master of Ceremonies):

"Please join me in congratulating [Airman's Name(s)] on their well-deserved promotion. Let us all
raise a glass (if appropriate) to their continued success and dedication to the United States Air
Force."

Optional additions:

A formal reading of the promotion order.
A musical performance.
A photo opportunity.
A reception following the ceremony.

Tips for Creating a Personalized Script

To make the ceremony truly memorable, personalize the script by:



Incorporating anecdotes: Share brief, positive stories illustrating the airmen's accomplishments and
character.
Using personal quotes: If appropriate, include quotes from the airmen’s performance evaluations or
letters of commendation.
Involving family: Consider including a short message or acknowledgment from family members.
Matching the tone to the rank: A ceremony for a senior NCO will have a different tone than one for a
junior enlisted member.

Conclusion

Crafting a memorable Air Force promotion ceremony requires careful planning and attention to
detail. By following the guidelines in this guide and adapting the sample script to your specific
needs, you can create a meaningful event that honors the accomplishments of your airmen and
strengthens the bonds of camaraderie within your unit. Remember, the goal is to celebrate
achievement and reinforce the values of the Air Force.

FAQs

1. What if the promoted airman is unable to attend the ceremony? Arrange for a representative to
accept the award on their behalf. A video message from the airman could also be incorporated.

2. How long should an Air Force promotion ceremony last? Aim for a ceremony length that
appropriately acknowledges the occasion but respects the attendees' time. Generally, 30-45 minutes
is a suitable duration.

3. What is the proper attire for an Air Force promotion ceremony? Attendees should adhere to Air
Force dress regulations, with the promoted airman(s) wearing their new rank insignia.

4. Can I deviate from the formal script? While a structured format is recommended, some flexibility
is permissible depending on the specific circumstances and your commander's approval.

5. Where can I find additional resources on Air Force ceremonies and protocol? Consult your base
protocol office or refer to relevant Air Force Instruction (AFI) documents.

  air force promotion ceremony script: Code of Federal Regulations , 1967
  air force promotion ceremony script: Commanding an Air Force Squadron Col Usaf
Timmons, Timothy, Timothy T. Timmons, 2012-08-07 The privilege of commanding an Air Force
squadron, despite its heavy responsibilities and unrelenting challenges, represents for many Air
Force officers the high point of their careers. It is service as a squadron commander that accords
true command authority for the first time. The authority, used consistently and wisely, provides a
foundation for command. As with the officer's commission itself, command authority is granted to



those who have earned it, both by performance and a revealed capacity for the demands of total
responsibility. But once granted, it much be revalidated every day. So as one assumes squadron
command, bringing years of experience and proven record to join with this new authority, one might
still need a little practical help to success with the tasks of command. This book offers such help.
“Commanding an Air Force Squadron” brings unique and welcome material to a subject other books
have addressed. It is rich in practical, useful, down-to-earth advice from officers who have recently
experienced squadron command. The author does not quote regulations, parrot doctrine, or
paraphrase the abstractions that lace the pages of so many books about leadership. Nor does he puff
throughout the manuscript about how he did it. Rather, he presents a digest of practical wisdom
based on real-world experience drawn from the reflection of many former commanders from any
different types of units. He addresses all Air Force squadron commanders, rated and nonrated, in all
sorts of missions worldwide. Please also see a follow up to this book entitled “Commanding an Air
Force Squadron in the Twenty-First Century (2003)” by Jeffry F. Smith, Lieutenant Colonel, USAF.
  air force promotion ceremony script: Orders from the General...Leadership Advice from
a Two-Star General General H. Brent Baker Sr., 2021-10-21 Orders from the General: Leadership
Advice from a Two-Star General is a unique perspective on leadership and is a must read for those
individuals who make leadership knowledge and self-improvement lifelong goals. Written in an
easy-to-read style, the author provides military and nonmilitary leadership advice, often using
positive and negative examples as reinforcement. The reader will be drawn to these examples and
will quickly realize how these examples apply to their individual lives and careers. Using the very
best of the “military mindset,” the reader will learn to rise above leadership challenges and to bridge
the gap and apply these lessons to all fields and endeavors. The book contains “leadership tips,”
which are a great way to consume the ideas of the book and can be used for years to come. An
absolute must add to your leadership library.
  air force promotion ceremony script: Commanding an Air Force Squadron in the
Twenty-first Century Jeffry F. Smith, 2003 Jeffry Smith updates the earlier release of Col Timothy
T. Timmon's Commanding an Air Force Squadron (1993). In this book, which includes a foreword by
Gen John P. Jumper and an introduction by Colonel Timmons, USAF, retired, Colonel Smith relies on
the vast insights, experiences, and recommendations of former and current commanders to identify
the attributes of a successful commander at multiple levels. He identifies some issues commanders
face regardless of the level of command, including counseling personnel, dorm inspections,
commanders' calls, money management, and the roles of spouses and families. According to Colonel
Smith, the conduct of individuals in times of crises is the truest barometer of a good
commander.--Publisher website.
  air force promotion ceremony script: Army, Navy, Air Force Journal & Register , 1984-08
  air force promotion ceremony script: Army, Navy, Air Force Journal , 1954
  air force promotion ceremony script: Joint Ethics Regulation (JER). United States.
Department of Defense, 1997
  air force promotion ceremony script: TRADOC Pamphlet TP 600-4 The Soldier's Blue
Book United States Government Us Army, 2019-12-14 This manual, TRADOC Pamphlet TP 600-4
The Soldier's Blue Book: The Guide for Initial Entry Soldiers August 2019, is the guide for all Initial
Entry Training (IET) Soldiers who join our Army Profession. It provides an introduction to being a
Soldier and Trusted Army Professional, certified in character, competence, and commitment to the
Army. The pamphlet introduces Solders to the Army Ethic, Values, Culture of Trust, History,
Organizations, and Training. It provides information on pay, leave, Thrift Saving Plans (TSPs), and
organizations that will be available to assist you and your Families. The Soldier's Blue Book is
mandated reading and will be maintained and available during BCT/OSUT and AIT.This pamphlet
applies to all active Army, U.S. Army Reserve, and the Army National Guard enlisted IET conducted
at service schools, Army Training Centers, and other training activities under the control of
Headquarters, TRADOC.
  air force promotion ceremony script: The Chinese Air Force Richard P. Hallion, Roger Cliff,



Phillip C. Saunders, Center for the Study of Chinese Military Affairs (U.S)., 2012-10-03 Presents
revised and edited papers from a October 2010 conference held in Taipei on the Chinese Air Force.
The conference was jointly organized by Taiwan?s Council for Advanced Policy Studies, the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace, the U.S. National Defense University, and the RAND
Corporation. This books offers a complete picture of where the Chinese air force is today, where it
has come from, and most importantly, where it is headed.
  air force promotion ceremony script: Army-Navy-Air Force Register and Defense Times ,
1907
  air force promotion ceremony script: The Army-Navy-Air Force Register , 1955
  air force promotion ceremony script: Khobar Towers: Tragedy and Response Perry D.
Jamieson, 2008 This account of the Khobar Towers bombing tells the story of the horrific attack and
the magnificent response of airmen doing their duty under nearly impossible circumstances. None of
them view their actions as heroic, yet the reader will marvel at their calm professionalism. All of
them say it was just their job, but the reader will wonder how they could be so well trained to act
almost instinctively to do the right thing at the right time. None of them would see their actions as
selfless, yet countless numbers refused medical attention until the more seriously injured got
treatment. Throughout this book, the themes of duty, commitment, and devotion to comrades
resoundingly underscore the notion that America's brightest, bravest, and best wear her uniforms in
service to the nation. This book is more than heroic actions, though, for there is also controversy.
Were commanders responsible for not adequately protecting their people? What should one make of
the several conflicting investigations following the attack? Dr. Jamieson has not shied away from
these difficult questions, and others, but has discussed them and other controversial judgments in a
straightforward and dispassionate way that will bring them into focus for everyone. It is clear from
this book that there is a larger issue than just the response to the bombing. It is the issue of the
example set by America's airmen. Future airmen who read this book will be stronger and will stand
on the shoulders of those who suffered and those who made the ultimate sacrifice.
  air force promotion ceremony script: Ask a Manager Alison Green, 2018-05-01 From the
creator of the popular website Ask a Manager and New York’s work-advice columnist comes a witty,
practical guide to 200 difficult professional conversations—featuring all-new advice! There’s a
reason Alison Green has been called “the Dear Abby of the work world.” Ten years as a
workplace-advice columnist have taught her that people avoid awkward conversations in the office
because they simply don’t know what to say. Thankfully, Green does—and in this incredibly helpful
book, she tackles the tough discussions you may need to have during your career. You’ll learn what
to say when • coworkers push their work on you—then take credit for it • you accidentally trash-talk
someone in an email then hit “reply all” • you’re being micromanaged—or not being managed at all
• you catch a colleague in a lie • your boss seems unhappy with your work • your cubemate’s loud
speakerphone is making you homicidal • you got drunk at the holiday party Praise for Ask a
Manager “A must-read for anyone who works . . . [Alison Green’s] advice boils down to the idea that
you should be professional (even when others are not) and that communicating in a straightforward
manner with candor and kindness will get you far, no matter where you work.”—Booklist (starred
review) “The author’s friendly, warm, no-nonsense writing is a pleasure to read, and her advice can
be widely applied to relationships in all areas of readers’ lives. Ideal for anyone new to the job
market or new to management, or anyone hoping to improve their work experience.”—Library
Journal (starred review) “I am a huge fan of Alison Green’s Ask a Manager column. This book is even
better. It teaches us how to deal with many of the most vexing big and little problems in our
workplaces—and to do so with grace, confidence, and a sense of humor.”—Robert Sutton, Stanford
professor and author of The No Asshole Rule and The Asshole Survival Guide “Ask a Manager is the
ultimate playbook for navigating the traditional workforce in a diplomatic but firm way.”—Erin
Lowry, author of Broke Millennial: Stop Scraping By and Get Your Financial Life Together
  air force promotion ceremony script: Library of Congress Catalogs Library of Congress,
1975



  air force promotion ceremony script: Sixteenth Watch Myke Cole, 2020-03-10 The Coast
Guard must prevent the first lunar war in history. A lifelong Search-and-Rescuewoman, Coast Guard
Captain Jane Oliver is ready for a peaceful retirement. But when tragedy strikes, Oliver loses her
husband and her plans for the future, and finds herself thrust into a role she’s not prepared for.
Suddenly at the helm of the Coast Guard’s elite SAR-1 lunar unit, Oliver is the only woman who can
prevent the first lunar war in history, a conflict that will surely consume not only the moon, but earth
as well.
  air force promotion ceremony script: Army Reserve Magazine , 1956
  air force promotion ceremony script: There from the Beginning Marissa N. Kester, 2021
Women have served in the United States Air Force since its inception, the first US military branch to
rightfully claim that distinction. This monograph explores that history through research in archives,
other published sources, and oral interviews--
  air force promotion ceremony script: Pentagon 9/11 Alfred Goldberg, 2007-09-05 The most
comprehensive account to date of the 9/11 attack on the Pentagon and aftermath, this volume
includes unprecedented details on the impact on the Pentagon building and personnel and the scope
of the rescue, recovery, and caregiving effort. It features 32 pages of photographs and more than a
dozen diagrams and illustrations not previously available.
  air force promotion ceremony script: Military Customs and Traditions Mark Mayo
Boatner, 1976 Beskriver en række især anglo-amerikanske og rent amerikanske militære skikke og
sædvaner og traditioner og deres oprindelse, baggrund, historie og udvikling.
  air force promotion ceremony script: Films and Other Materials for Projection Library of
Congress, 1975
  air force promotion ceremony script: Inside the Cold War Chris Adams, 2004-12-01 General
Adams reflects on his experiences in the cold war, during which he served in both manned bombers
and missile silos. He tells stories of famous and not-so-famous cold warriors, including some from
the US Navy. Some stories are humorous; some stories are tragic. Having traveled extensively in
Russia and some former Soviet Union states after retirement, General Adams tells us about his
former adversaries, the Soviet cold warriors. In the process, he leaves no doubt about his respect for
all who served so valiantly in the strategic triad-- the strategic command, the ICBM force, and the
submarine Navy.
  air force promotion ceremony script: Wings of Fire Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam,
Arun Tiwari, 1999 Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam, The Son Of A Little-Educated Boat-Owner
In Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu, Had An Unparalled Career As A Defence Scientist, Culminating In The
Highest Civilian Award Of India, The Bharat Ratna. As Chief Of The Country`S Defence Research
And Development Programme, Kalam Demonstrated The Great Potential For Dynamism And
Innovation That Existed In Seemingly Moribund Research Establishments. This Is The Story Of
Kalam`S Rise From Obscurity And His Personal And Professional Struggles, As Well As The Story Of
Agni, Prithvi, Akash, Trishul And Nag--Missiles That Have Become Household Names In India And
That Have Raised The Nation To The Level Of A Missile Power Of International Reckoning.
  air force promotion ceremony script: Psychological Operations Frank L. Goldstein,
Benjamin F. Findley, 1996 This anthology serves as a fundamental guide to PSYOP philosophy,
concepts, principles, issues, and thought for both those new to, and those experienced in, the PSYOP
field and PSYOP applications. It clarifies the value of PSYOP as a cost-effective weapon and
incorporates it as a psychological instrument of U.S. military and political power, especially given
our present budgetary constraints. Presents diverse articles that portray the value of the planned
use of human actions to influence perceptions, public opinion, attitudes, and behaviors so that
PSYOP victories can be achieved in war and in peace.
  air force promotion ceremony script: The Black Jacobins C.L.R. James, 2023-08-22 A
powerful and impassioned historical account of the largest successful revolt by enslaved people in
history: the Haitian Revolution of 1791–1803 “One of the seminal texts about the history of slavery
and abolition.... Provocative and empowering.” —The New York Times Book Review The Black



Jacobins, by Trinidadian historian C. L. R. James, was the first major analysis of the uprising that
began in the wake of the storming of the Bastille in France and became the model for liberation
movements from Africa to Cuba. It is the story of the French colony of San Domingo, a place where
the brutality of plantation owners toward enslaved people was horrifyingly severe. And it is the story
of a charismatic and barely literate enslaved person named Toussaint L’Ouverture, who successfully
led the Black people of San Domingo against successive invasions by overwhelming French, Spanish,
and English forces—and in the process helped form the first independent post-colonial nation in the
Caribbean. With a new introduction (2023) by Professor David Scott.
  air force promotion ceremony script: Unbroken Laura Hillenbrand, 2014-07-29 #1 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE • Look for special features inside.
Join the Random House Reader’s Circle for author chats and more. In boyhood, Louis Zamperini was
an incorrigible delinquent. As a teenager, he channeled his defiance into running, discovering a
prodigious talent that had carried him to the Berlin Olympics. But when World War II began, the
athlete became an airman, embarking on a journey that led to a doomed flight on a May afternoon in
1943. When his Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean, against all odds, Zamperini
survived, adrift on a foundering life raft. Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles of open ocean,
leaping sharks, thirst and starvation, enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater. Driven to the
limits of endurance, Zamperini would answer desperation with ingenuity; suffering with hope,
resolve, and humor; brutality with rebellion. His fate, whether triumph or tragedy, would be
suspended on the fraying wire of his will. Appearing in paperback for the first time—with twenty
arresting new photos and an extensive Q&A with the author—Unbroken is an unforgettable
testament to the resilience of the human mind, body, and spirit, brought vividly to life by Seabiscuit
author Laura Hillenbrand. Hailed as the top nonfiction book of the year by Time magazine • Winner
of the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for biography and the Indies Choice Adult Nonfiction Book of
the Year award “Extraordinarily moving . . . a powerfully drawn survival epic.”—The Wall Street
Journal “[A] one-in-a-billion story . . . designed to wrench from self-respecting critics all the blurby
adjectives we normally try to avoid: It is amazing, unforgettable, gripping, harrowing, chilling, and
inspiring.”—New York “Staggering . . . mesmerizing . . . Hillenbrand’s writing is so ferociously
cinematic, the events she describes so incredible, you don’t dare take your eyes off the
page.”—People “A meticulous, soaring and beautifully written account of an extraordinary
life.”—The Washington Post “Ambitious and powerful . . . a startling narrative and an inspirational
book.”—The New York Times Book Review “Magnificent . . . incredible . . . [Hillenbrand] has crafted
another masterful blend of sports, history and overcoming terrific odds; this is biography taken to
the nth degree, a chronicle of a remarkable life lived through extraordinary times.”—The Dallas
Morning News “An astonishing testament to the superhuman power of tenacity.”—Entertainment
Weekly “A tale of triumph and redemption . . . astonishingly detailed.”—O: The Oprah Magazine “[A]
masterfully told true story . . . nothing less than a marvel.”—Washingtonian “[Hillenbrand tells this]
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