a survey of the old testament

a survey of the old testament invites readers to explore the rich tapestry of history, literature, and
theology that forms the foundation of the Hebrew Scriptures. This comprehensive article delves into
the origins, structure, major themes, and enduring impact of the Old Testament. Readers will gain
insight into its historical context, the development of its diverse books, and the central figures who
shaped its narrative. By examining the Pentateuch, Historical Books, Wisdom Literature, and
Prophets, the article provides an organized overview of each section’s purpose and significance. Key
themes such as covenant, law, prophecy, and worship are highlighted to showcase the Old
Testament's influence on religious thought and cultural traditions. Whether you are a student,
educator, or curious learner, this survey of the Old Testament offers a thorough and engaging guide
to understanding one of the most important collections in world literature.
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Introduction to the Old Testament

The Old Testament, also known as the Hebrew Bible, comprises a collection of sacred texts revered by
Judaism and foundational to Christianity. Spanning centuries of history, these writings reflect the
beliefs, laws, and traditions of ancient Israel. The Old Testament is not a single book but an anthology,
encompassing narrative, law, poetry, prophecy, and wisdom literature. Its stories have shaped
religious thought, cultural values, and moral principles for generations. Understanding the Old
Testament is essential for interpreting the origins of Western civilization, religious traditions, and
ethical systems. This survey provides an accessible overview of its development, central teachings,
and literary richness.



Historical and Cultural Context

Origins and Development

The Old Testament was composed over a period of more than a thousand years, beginning in the
ancient Near East. Its earliest texts date back to the second millennium BCE. The stories, laws, and
prophecies were passed down orally before being written and compiled. This process reflected the
evolving social, political, and religious realities of the Hebrew people.

Influence of Ancient Civilizations

Israel’s neighbors, such as Egypt, Babylon, and Assyria, influenced the language, customs, and
literary forms found in the Old Testament. The interplay between these cultures is evident in the
biblical accounts of creation, law, and prophecy. Archaeological discoveries continue to shed light on
the historical context of the Old Testament, illuminating its connections to the broader ancient world.

Structure and Organization of the Old Testament

Divisions of the Hebrew Bible

The Old Testament is traditionally divided into three main sections: the Torah (Law), the Nevi'im
(Prophets), and the Ketuvim (Writings). Christians often organize the books differently, grouping them
into the Pentateuch, Historical Books, Wisdom Books, and Prophetic Books. Each division serves a
distinct purpose and reflects unique literary styles.

Books of the Old Testament

Pentateuch: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

Historical Books: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther

Wisdom Literature: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon

Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, minor prophets (e.g., Hosea, Amos, Micah)

This organization helps readers navigate the diverse genres and theological messages found
throughout the Old Testament.



The Pentateuch: Foundation of the Scriptures

Genesis: Beginnings and Origins

Genesis opens the Old Testament with accounts of creation, the fall, the flood, and the patriarchs. Its
narratives establish themes of covenant, faith, and divine promise, setting the stage for the rest of
the Scriptures.

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy: Law and Covenant

These books chronicle the liberation of Israel from Egypt, the giving of the Law at Sinai, and the
formation of the nation. The legal codes, rituals, and ethical teachings found here are central to
Jewish identity and religious practice.

Historical Books: Chronicles of Israel

Conquest and Settlement

Books like Joshua and Judges narrate the conquest of Canaan and the struggles of the tribes to
establish themselves in the land. These accounts highlight cycles of faithfulness and apostasy,
illustrating the challenges faced by ancient Israel.

Kings and Prophets

Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles trace the rise and fall of the monarchy, from Saul and David to the
division of the kingdom and exile. Prophets emerge as key figures, calling the people to repentance
and justice amid political turmoil.

Restoration and Renewal

Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther detail the return from exile, the rebuilding of Jerusalem, and the
preservation of Jewish identity. These books underscore themes of hope, perseverance, and divine
providence.

Wisdom Literature and Poetry

Psalms: Songs of Worship

The Book of Psalms is a collection of hymns, prayers, and laments expressing the full range of human



emotion. It remains a central resource for worship and personal devotion in both Jewish and Christian
traditions.

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Job: Reflections on Life

Wisdom books offer practical advice, philosophical reflection, and deep questions about suffering,
justice, and the meaning of life. Proverbs provides concise teachings, Ecclesiastes explores existential
themes, and Job wrestles with the problem of evil.

The Prophets: Voices of Warning and Hope

Major Prophets

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel are known as the Major Prophets due to the length and influence
of their writings. They address issues of idolatry, social injustice, and future restoration, often
speaking during periods of crisis.

Minor Prophets

The twelve Minor Prophets, from Hosea to Malachi, deliver concise messages of warning, judgment,
and encouragement. Their writings emphasize the necessity of repentance and faithfulness to God'’s
covenant.

Role of Prophecy

Prophets acted as intermediaries between God and the people, challenging leaders, comforting the
oppressed, and foretelling future events. Their words remain powerful calls to spiritual renewal and
ethical living.

Major Themes of the Old Testament

Covenant and Law

The idea of covenant—an agreement between God and His people—is central to the Old Testament.
Laws, rituals, and ethical commands define the relationship and responsibilities of Israel. The Ten
Commandments and Mosaic Law are enduring symbols of this covenant.

Faith, Obedience, and Worship

Faith in God’s promises and obedience to His commands are recurring themes. Worship practices,



sacrifices, and festivals express devotion and reinforce communal identity.

Justice, Mercy, and Redemption

Prophetic writings emphasize justice, mercy, and concern for the marginalized. Stories of redemption
and forgiveness illustrate the transformative power of God’s grace.

Enduring Impact and Relevance

Influence on Religion and Culture

The Old Testament has profoundly shaped Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Its stories, laws, and
teachings inform theology, ethics, and liturgical practice. The text’s literary artistry and moral vision
continue to inspire readers worldwide.

Contemporary Significance

Modern scholars and communities turn to the Old Testament for guidance, historical insight, and
spiritual meaning. Its themes of justice, faith, and hope remain relevant in addressing contemporary
challenges and questions.

Questions and Answers: A Survey of the Old Testament

Q: What is the main purpose of a survey of the Old
Testament?

A: The main purpose is to provide an organized, comprehensive overview of the history, structure,
themes, and significance of the Old Testament texts, making them accessible for study and
understanding.

Q: Why is the Old Testament important in religious history?

A: The Old Testament lays the foundation for Jewish identity, law, and faith, and serves as the basis
for Christian theology and ethics. It has influenced religious thought, moral values, and cultural
traditions across centuries.

Q: What are the major divisions of the Old Testament?

A: The major divisions are the Pentateuch (Law), Historical Books, Wisdom Literature, and Prophetic
Books, each serving a unique literary and theological function.



Q: Who are some central figures in the Old Testament?

A: Central figures include Abraham, Moses, David, Solomon, Elijah, Isaiah, and Jeremiah, among
others, each playing key roles in the narrative and spiritual development of Israel.

Q: What are common themes found throughout the Old
Testament?

A: Common themes include covenant, law, faith, obedience, justice, mercy, worship, prophecy, and
redemption.

Q: How was the Old Testament compiled?

A: The Old Testament was written over centuries, with texts originating from various historical periods
and locations. Oral traditions were eventually recorded, compiled, and canonized through a complex
process involving religious leaders and communities.

Q: What role do the prophets play in Old Testament theology?

A: Prophets serve as messengers of God, calling the people to repentance, warning of judgment, and
offering hope for restoration. Their writings emphasize ethical living and spiritual renewal.

Q: How does wisdom literature differ from other Old
Testament writings?

A: Wisdom literature, such as Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Job, focuses on practical advice,
philosophical questions, and reflections on life, rather than historical narrative or legal codes.

Q: In what ways does the Old Testament remain relevant
today?

A: The Old Testament remains relevant through its exploration of universal themes like justice, faith,
hope, and redemption, offering guidance for personal and communal life in the modern world.

Q: What is the significance of covenant in the Old Testament?

A: Covenant is a central concept, defining the relationship between God and His people. It establishes
mutual commitments, laws, and responsibilities that shape the spiritual and ethical framework of
Israel.
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A Survey of the Old Testament: A Journey Through
God's Covenant

Embark on a captivating journey through the rich tapestry of the Old Testament! This
comprehensive survey will illuminate the key narratives, historical context, and theological themes
that make this foundational text of Judaism and Christianity so compelling. Whether you're a
seasoned Bible scholar or a curious newcomer, this guide offers a structured overview designed to
deepen your understanding and appreciation of the Old Testament's enduring legacy. We'll delve
into its major periods, explore the diverse literary genres it employs, and examine its profound
impact on Western civilization.

The Pentateuch: The Foundation of the Covenant (Genesis-
Deuteronomy)

The first five books, collectively known as the Pentateuch (or Torah), lay the groundwork for the
entire Old Testament. These books establish God's covenant with humanity, beginning with creation
and the fall in Genesis, followed by the patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) and the enslavement
and exodus of the Israelites from Egypt. Exodus details the dramatic events of the Passover, the
parting of the Red Sea, and the giving of the Law at Mount Sinai. Leviticus outlines the priestly
codes and regulations for worship, while Numbers chronicles the Israelites' journey through the
wilderness. Deuteronomy, finally, serves as a restatement of the Law, emphasizing obedience and
faithfulness to God's covenant.

#### Key Themes in the Pentateuch:

Creation and Covenant: God's sovereign act of creation and his ongoing relationship with humanity.
The Exodus: The liberation from slavery as a powerful symbol of God's deliverance.

The Law: God's instructions for righteous living and societal order.

The Historical Books: Narratives of Nationhood (Joshua-
Esther)
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These books recount the history of the Israelites, from their conquest of Canaan under Joshua to
their eventual exile. Judges details the cycle of oppression and deliverance, while the books of
Samuel and Kings trace the rise and fall of the Israelite monarchy, from Saul and David to Solomon
and the divided kingdom. Chronicles offers a parallel account, emphasizing the role of the temple
and the Davidic lineage. Ezra and Nehemiah describe the rebuilding of Jerusalem after the exile, and
Esther recounts the miraculous deliverance of the Jewish people from Haman's plot to annihilate
them.

#### Key Themes in the Historical Books:

Faithfulness and Disobedience: The recurring pattern of Israel's faithfulness and subsequent
rebellion against God.

Kingship and Leadership: The complexities of leadership and the consequences of both good and bad
rulers.

National Identity and Destiny: The struggle to maintain national identity and fulfill God's promises.

The Poetic Books: Wisdom and Worship (Job-Song of
Solomon)

This section showcases a rich variety of literary forms, including poetry, wisdom literature, and
song. Job grapples with the problem of suffering, exploring the relationship between faith and
hardship. The Psalms offer a collection of prayers, hymns, and songs of praise, expressing the full
range of human emotion in relationship to God. Proverbs and Ecclesiastes provide wisdom for daily
living, while Song of Solomon celebrates the beauty and joy of romantic love.

#### Key Themes in the Poetic Books:

The Problem of Suffering: Exploring the reasons for suffering and the nature of God's justice.
Praise and Worship: Expressing adoration and dependence on God.

Wisdom and Understanding: Seeking knowledge and insight into life's complexities.

The Prophetic Books: Messages of Judgment and Hope
(Isaiah-Malachi)

The prophetic books contain the messages of numerous prophets who called Israel to repentance
and warned against their idolatry and social injustice. Major prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and
Ezekiel delivered powerful pronouncements of God's judgment, but also offered messages of hope
and restoration. The minor prophets, such as Hosea, Amos, and Micah, focused on specific issues of
their time, often using vivid imagery and symbolic language.

#### Key Themes in the Prophetic Books:

Judgment and Repentance: The consequences of disobedience and the call to return to God.
Hope and Restoration: Promises of future redemption and the establishment of God's kingdom.
Social Justice: The prophets' condemnation of injustice and oppression.



Conclusion

A survey of the Old Testament reveals a complex and multifaceted narrative that unfolds over
centuries. From the creation account to the prophecies of restoration, it chronicles the unfolding of
God's covenant with his people, revealing his faithfulness, his justice, and his unwavering love.
Understanding the Old Testament provides crucial context for understanding the New Testament
and the development of Christian theology. This journey through the Old Testament is just a
beginning; further exploration of individual books and themes will enrich your faith and
understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What is the best way to approach reading the Old Testament? Start with a chronological reading
plan or focus on a specific theme or period to make the vastness more manageable. Using study
Bibles or commentaries can provide additional context and insights.

2. How does the Old Testament relate to the New Testament? The New Testament interprets and
fulfills the Old Testament, revealing Jesus Christ as the culmination of God's promises.

3. Why is understanding the historical context important when reading the Old Testament? Knowing
the historical and cultural background helps us to better understand the meaning and significance of
the texts.

4. What are some good resources for studying the Old Testament? There are many excellent study
Bibles, commentaries, and books available. Consult your local library or bookstore for suggestions.

5. Is it necessary to read the entire Old Testament in one sitting? Absolutely not! The Old Testament
is best approached in manageable sections, allowing time for reflection and meditation. Focus on
understanding the core message rather than rushing through the text.

a survey of the old testament: A Survey of the Old Testament Andrew E. Hill, John H. Walton,
2010-05-11 An indispensable guide for exploring the literary, historical, and theological issues
behind the Old Testament. The purpose of studying the Old Testament is to understand God and his
redemptive work more fully. However, this goal is complicated by the fact that it was transmitted
through a very different language and culture from our own. A Survey of the Old Testament
addresses background information, purpose, message, structure, and major themes of the Old
Testament to help readers understand its message and relevance. Chapters introducing each major
section of the Old Testament are included, as are chapters dealing with issues of interpretation,
hermeneutics, theology, geography, archaeology, history, formation of the Old Testament canon, and
the Old Testament's relationship to the New Testament. Features included for each book of the Old
Testament: Writing of the Book Background Outline of the Book Purpose and Message Structure and
Organization Major Themes Questions for Further Study and Discussion Further Reading Complete
with full-color maps, photos, timelines, and charts, this widely acclaimed textbook is a useful and
readable tool for undergraduate students and other readers who wish to better understand the Old



Testament and God's redemptive work.

a survey of the old testament: A Survey of the Old Testament Andrew E. Hill, John H. Walton,
2024-02-13 An indispensable guide for exploring the literary, historical, and theological issues
behind the Old Testament. The purpose of studying the Old Testament is to understand God and his
redemptive work more fully. However, this goal is complicated by the fact that it was transmitted
through a very different language and culture from our own. A Survey of the Old Testament
addresses background information, purpose, message, structure, and major themes of the Old
Testament to help readers understand its message and relevance. Chapters introducing each major
section of the Old Testament are included, as are chapters dealing with issues of interpretation,
hermeneutics, theology, geography, archaeology, history, formation of the Old Testament canon, and
the Old Testament's relationship to the New Testament. The fourth edition features a renewed focus
on purpose, theology, and message while also providing a more succinct textbook less intimidating
to students. Features included for each book of the Old Testament: Writing of the Book Background
Outline of the Book Purpose and Message Structure and Organization Major Themes Questions for
Further Study and Discussion Further Reading Complete with updated full-color maps, photos,
timelines, and charts, the latest edition of this widely acclaimed textbook is a useful and readable
tool for students and other readers who wish to better understand the Old Testament and God's
redemptive work.

a survey of the old testament: Old Testament Survey Eric Mitchell, Archie England,
2007-09-01 A companion to the newly revised and expanded second edition of Old Testament
Survey, this student workbook features all-new exercises for seminary classroom settings, including
map work, fill-in-the-blanks, etc. Professors should note this is all new text that is not connected to
the previous edition of the workbook that accompanied the original 1992 edition of Old Testament
Survey.

a survey of the old testament: A Survey of the New Testament Robert H. Gundry,
2009-08-01 The 4th edition of this widely used guide to reading and interpreting the New Testament
This revised edition of Gundry's survey of the New Testament goes beyond providing background
information and technical introductory material and leads students to read the New Testament itself.
Whenever possible general questions of introduction and background are tied to assigned readings
covering the entire New Testament. In addition, comments on these readings help students with
interpretation and follow the flow of thought from one passage to another. Features include: * New
design with four-color format and more photos and improved maps * Chapters begin with list, of
study goals and end with summary, overview and of people, places, terms to remember, and review
questions * Outlines, section headings, subheadings, and bolded items make it easy to follow
structure of discussion * Phonetic pronunciations for unfamiliar names and terms * Breakouts with
illustrative quotes from ancient, nonbiblical literature * Discussion questions on the contemporary
relevance of the New Testament * Updated bibliographies * Conservative evangelical theological
perspective also notes other positions and literature

a survey of the old testament: An Historical Survey of the Old Testament Eugene H. Merrill,
1992-01-01 Merrill has extensively updated this popular-level Old Testament history to discuss
updates in archaeology and textual understanding. It is also more current as a defense of the Bible's
accuracy.

a survey of the old testament: A Survey of the Old Testament Workbook Andrew E. Hill,
John H. Walton, 2018-07-17 This workbook accompanies A Survey of the Old Testament by Andrew
E. Hill and John H. Walton. Following the textbook's structure, it offers readings, activities, and
exercises designed to support the students' learning experience, enhancing their comprehension of
the Old Testament, its background, purpose, message, structure, and major themes.

a survey of the old testament: The Essence of the Old Testament Ed Hindson, Gary Yates,
2012 Leading biblical scholars from Liberty University offer a thorough survey of the complete Old
Testament, with book introductions, theological concepts, practical applications, word studies, and
more.



a survey of the old testament: A House for My Name Peter J. Leithart, 2000 The best stories
subtly weave themes and characters and symbols into a stunning final tapestry. This Old Testament
survey, written for family and classroom reading, reveals the rich weave that makes Scripture the
Story of stories.

a survey of the old testament: Survey of the Old Testament- Everyman's Bible
Commentary Paul Benware, 2001-11-01 The New Testament Scriptures will never be properly
understood by a person if the Old Testament Scriptures essentially remain a mystery to him,' says
Paul Benware.Most Christians do not have a clear understanding of the pattern, unity, or
progression of the Old Testament. They can tell stories of Moses, Noah, and David but aren't sure
how all these events fit together. And they don't fully appreciate the doctrines found in the
thirty-nine books between Genesis and Malachi.But the Old Testament does not have to be
mysterious or confusing. Newly revised, Dr. Benware offers a chronological approach to give you a
bird's-eye view of the historic value of the Old Testament, while his book-by-book analysis reveals
important details and emphases.If you want a better understanding of the whole Bible, Survey of the
Old Testament is the place to start.

a survey of the old testament: Jensen's Survey of the Old Testament Irving L. Jensen,
1978-06-01 A useful survey of the Old Testament that will aid in understanding difficult passages.
This one volume contains all of Irving Jensen's Bible self-study guides to the Old Testament.

a survey of the old testament: Popular Survey of the Old Testament, A Dr. Norman Geisler,
2007-09-01 The world of the Old Testament can seem hard to understand, especially for people
living in times and places so far removed from the ancient Middle East. It's not just that we wear
different clothes and hold different jobs--people in the West just don't have the same history, the
same culture, or the same way of thinking as Old Testament characters like Abraham and David. And
this disconnect can make studying the Old Testament an arduous and confusing process. A Popular
Survey of the Old Testament is designed to help regular Christians enrich their understanding of Old
Testament people and events. Illustrated throughout with color photos, charts, and maps, and
written in an easy, informal style, this survey is accessible and enjoyable to Christians of all
backgrounds.

a survey of the old testament: Old Testament Commentary Survey Tremper Longman,
2007 Provides pastors and students with expert guidance on choosing a commentary for any book of
the Old Testament.

a survey of the old testament: A Survey of the Old Testament John Stevenson, 2008-12 The
Older Testament was the Bible used by Jesus and the Apostles. This exciting new survey includes a
variety of maps, charts, and illustrations to map out the course of each book of the Old Testament
and to see how they join together to provide a grand panorama of God's plan and purpose for His
people. Concise and easy to read, yet also giving attention to historical and archaeological
scholarship, each book is explained and outlined with special regard to the practical lessons to be
applied.

a survey of the old testament: A Survey of the Old Testament Andrew E. Hill, John H.
Walton, 2000 A Survey of the Old Testament goes far beyond simply rephrasing biblical material to
provide balanced insights on the literary, historical, and theological issues of each Old Testament
book and of the Old Testament as a whole. This revised edition makes the exceptional scope of the
first edition more accessible to contemporary readers. A redesigned interior complete with new
visuals--maps, photos, timelines, and charts--makes this book more attractive and useful than ever.
Treating the books of the Old Testament in the order of the English canon, A Survey of the Old
Testament explores the purpose and message of each book and shows how its literary structure has
been applied to accomplish the intention of its inspired author. The book also introduces the reader
to issues such as Israelite and Near Eastern history, archaeology, the formation of the canon, and
geography Written by two widely respected scholars and educators, A Survey of the Old Testament
is designed to help readers develop a broad grasp of the Old Testament.

a survey of the old testament: Exploring the Old Testament Book by Book John Phillips,



2009-07-01 Valuable tools for study or scholarship. Taking a telescopic view of the Bible, Exploring
the Old Testament Book by Book and Exploring the New Testament Book by Book enable readers to
see the big picture behind this Book of books, to see how the various parts of Scripture relate to one
another. These volumes from gifted expositor John Phillips teaches the importance of taking a few
steps back from Scripture in order to gain fresh insight into the message, meaning, and art of the
Bible.

a survey of the old testament: The Books of History James E. Smith, 1995 The history books of
the Old Testament record the relationship between God and His chosen nation. This relationship
often swung back and forth from good to bad. The Books of History close with the Jews returning to
Jerusalem to rebuild their city and temple after having been deported to Babylon.

a survey of the old testament: Old Testament Survey Kenneth P. Malmin, Kevin Conner,
1974-11 With just a glance, you can discover the key words and phrases, key verses, outlines, and
symbolic representation of Christ in each book of the Old Testament. This complete resource guide
provides a brief, yet clear, overview of each book and is the perfect companion to any type of Bible
study.

a survey of the old testament: Old Testament Theology for Christians John H. Walton,
2017-11-21 The Old Testament was written for us, but not to us. Inviting us to leave our modern
Christian preconceptions behind, John Walton contends that we will only grasp the Old Testament’s
theology when we are immersed in its Ancient Near Eastern context, being guided by what the
ancient authors intended as they wrote within their cognitive environment.

a survey of the old testament: Theological Interpretation of the Old Testament ,
2008-11-01 The groundbreaking Dictionary for Theological Interpretation of the Bible (DTIB)
introduced readers to key names, theories, and concepts in the field of biblical interpretation. It has
been well received by pastors and students, won book awards from Christianity Today and the
Catholic Press Association, and was named the ECPA 2006 Christian Book of the Year. Theological
Interpretation of the Old Testament features key articles from DTIB, providing readers with a
book-by-book theological reading of the Old Testament. The articles are authored by leading
scholars, including Daniel I. Block, Tremper Longman III, J. Gordon McConville, Walter Moberly,
Richard Schultz, and Gordon J. Wenham. This handy and affordable text will work particularly well
for students in Old Testament/Bible survey courses, pastors, and lay readers.

a survey of the old testament: Grasping God's Word J. Scott Duvall, J. Daniel Hays,
2005-07-28 A revised workbook to accompany Grasping God's Word textbook on reading,
interpreting, and applying the Bible for college students and other serious readers.

a survey of the old testament: Chronological and Background Charts of the Old Testament
John H. Walton, 2019-01-15 Approach the Old Testament with confidence. Chronological and
Background Charts of the Old Testament helps students organize and synthesize the vast amount of
biblical and extrabiblical information on the Old Testament by providing a helpful visual overview of
the data, chronology, historical background, and criticism. This format allows facts, relationships,
parallels, and contrasts to be grasped quickly and easily. Perfect for enhancing every type of
teaching and learning situation and style, including homeschooling curricula and tutoring, church
classes and Sunday school. The many charts in this updated, expanded edition cover historical,
literary, archaeological, and theological aspects of the Old Testament, its background, and biblical
studies. Notable topics include: Genealogies Comparative Ancient Near-Eastern Chronology
Parallels between Law and Wisdom The Kings of Judah and Israel Treaty Format and Biblical
Covenants Dynasties of the Northern Kingdom Principles for Word Studies Messages of the
Pre-Exilic Minor Prophets Angel of the Lord in the Old Testament ZondervanCharts are ready
references for those who need the essential information at their fingertips. Accessible and highly
useful, the books in this library offer clear organization and thorough summaries of issues, subjects,
and topics that are key for Christian students and learners. The visuals and captions will cater to any
teaching methodology, style, or program.

a survey of the old testament: Willmington's Survey of the Old Testament H. L.



Willmington, 1987

a survey of the old testament: Nelson's New Testament Survey Mark Bailey, Tom Constable,
2009-08-31 Essential information for understanding, interpreting, and applying each book of the
New Testament. This concise tool for quick reference and book-by-book insight—organized in book,
chapter, verse order for ease of use—is an essential addition to any personal, pastoral, or church
library. Like many other Bible handbooks, Nelson's New Testament Survey includes the essential
orientating data points, such as authorship for each book, date it was written, where it was written,
the audience it was written to, and a general overview of that book’s content. But this New
Testament survey goes one step further and includes both careful interpretation and practical
application, allowing you to become more familiar with the New Testament than ever before.
Features Include: Concise information for each book—from Matthew to Revelation. Careful analysis
of every paragraph of the New Testament. Careful mapping of each New Testament author's
purpose in writing. Sidebars and inserts offer other valuable reference material such as lists of the
parables of Jesus, the miracles of Jesus, and key theological principles. Current bibliographies for
further study.

a survey of the old testament: Nelson's Old Testament Survey Charles Dyer, Gene Merrill,
2003-07-15 This handy resource allows the reader to quickly summarize or review all the pertinent
details about any Old Testament book. More than a Bible handbook but less than a commentary,
Nelson's New Illustrated Old Testament Survey provides a section by section breakdown of issues
and topics dealt with in the Hebrew Scriptures. It includes: Complete but concise outlines of every
Old Testament book A succinct introduction for each book Sections that identify each Bible author's
theological emphasis Inserts that highlight real-life insights Arguments for the unity of the original
manuscripts

a survey of the old testament: Survey of the Bible William Hendriksen, 1984

a survey of the old testament: Exploring the New Testament Book by Book John Phillips,
2009-07-01 Valuable tools for study or scholarship. Taking a telescopic view of the Bible, Exploring
the Old Testament Book by Book and Exploring the New Testament Book by Book enable readers to
see the big picture behind this Book of books, to see how the various parts of Scripture relate to one
another. These volumes from gifted expositor John Phillips teaches the importance of taking a few
steps back from Scripture in order to gain fresh insight into the message, meaning, and art of the
Bible.

a survey of the old testament: Jensen's Survey of the New Testament Irving L. Jensen,
1981-05-26 Leads the reader to study and personal reflection, considering the practical implications
of Scripture. This one volume contains all of Irving Jensen's Bible self-study guides to the New
Testament.

a survey of the old testament: A Survey of Old Testament Introduction Gleason L. Archer,
2007 In this revised volume, Gleason Archer's original study is updated by author Dillon Burroughs.
It approaches the study of the Old Testament from both a general and specific point of view. Dealing
first with issues over which many scholars debate, Archer offers evidence to support the
conservative view of canonicity, historicity, inspiration, textual problems, and higher criticism. The
second section dissects each book of the Old Testament individually. Archer thoroughly covers
issues like biblical creationism; Noah's Ark and the flood; authorship; chronology; and alleged
language, style, and theme differences. A Survey of Old Testament Introduction is invaluable to
students and laymen who want to understand the conservative position of Old Testament issues and
are not afraid to examine critical views.

a survey of the old testament: What the Old Testament Authors Really Cared about Jason S.
Derouchie, 2013

a survey of the old testament: Radical David Platt, 2010-05-04 New York Times bestseller
What is Jesus worth to you? It's easy for American Christians to forget how Jesus said his followers
would actually live, what their new lifestyle would actually look like. They would, he said, leave
behind security, money, convenience, even family for him. They would abandon everything for the



gospel. They would take up their crosses daily... But who do you know who lives like that? Do you? In
Radical, David Platt challenges you to consider with an open heart how we have manipulated the
gospel to fit our cultural preferences. He shows what Jesus actually said about being his
disciple--then invites you to believe and obey what you have heard. And he tells the dramatic story of
what is happening as a successful suburban church decides to get serious about the gospel
according to Jesus. Finally, he urges you to join in The Radical Experiment -- a one-year journey in
authentic discipleship that will transform how you live in a world that desperately needs the Good
News Jesus came to bring.

a survey of the old testament: A Survey of Israel's History Leon James Wood, 1986 Since its
first publication in 1970, A Survey of Israel's History has established itself as a popular and useful
text in Bible colleges and seminaries. This revision by David O'Brien, which brings A Survey of
Israel's History up to date, is certain to add to its value and continue its popularity. A chapter on the
Intertestamental Period has been added. Numerous line-maps, charts, and diagrams help to clarity
details. An extensive chronological chart provides an overall summary of names and dates.
Authoritative, thoroughly biblical, factually sound, and movingly human -- A Survey of Israel's
History will prove enormously helpful to the student of the Bible, and to anyone in search of a
definitive history of the chosen people.

a survey of the old testament: The State of New Testament Studies Scot McKnight, Nijay
K. Gupta, 2019-11-05 This book surveys the current landscape of New Testament studies, offering
readers a concise guide to contemporary discussions. Bringing together a diverse group of experts,
it covers research on the most important issues in New Testament studies, including new discipline
areas, making it an ideal supplemental textbook for a variety of courses on the New Testament.
Michael Bird, David Capes, Greg Carey, Lynn Cohick, Dennis Edwards, Michael Gorman, and Abson
Joseph are among the contributors.

a survey of the old testament: Covenant John H. Walton, 2010-08-10 As one of the most
prominent themes in Scripture, the covenant is crucial to all Christian theological systems, from
dispensationalism to covenant theology to theonomy to liberation theology. One would think that by
now all controversies have been exhausted, but an issue of this magnitude can never finally be laid
to rest. Because disagreements persist, there is room for yet another attempt to study the covenant
and improve our understanding of it. This book proposes that the path toward an evangelical
consensus is not to be found in building another modified systematic theology, but in a biblical
theology approach. Grounded in this approach, John Walton's perspective is that while the covenant
is characteristically redemptive, formulated along the lines of ancient treaties, and ultimately
soteric, it is essentially revelatory. This view in turn has implications regarding the continuity or
discontinuity of the covenant phases, the conditionality of the covenant, and our understanding of
the people of God. And this ultimately affects the way the Old Testament is preached and taught.
Walton's thesis is an important contribution to the discussion of the covenant and the attempts to
find common ground among evangelicals of diverse theological traditions.

a survey of the old testament: Jensen Survey-2 Volume Set -Old and New Testaments
Irving L. Jensen, 1982-06-01 This package includes the complete two-volume set of Jensen's Survey
of the Testaments: Jensen's Survey of the Old Testament and Jensen's Survey of the New Testament.
In Jensen's Survey of the Old Testament, the author provides a useful survey of the Old Testament
that will aid in understanding difficult passages. This one volume contains all of Irving Jensen's Bible
self-study guides to the Old Testament. In Jensen's Survey of the New Testament, Jensen leads the
reader to study and personal reflection, considering the practical implications of Scripture. This one
volume contains all of Irving Jensen's Bible self-study guides to the New Testament.

a survey of the old testament: Understanding Old Testament Theology Brittany Kim, Charlie
Trimm, 2020-12-22 The discipline of Old Testament theology seeks to provide us with a picture of
YHWH and his relationship to the world as described in the Old Testament. But within this
discipline, there are many disagreements about the key issues and methodologies: Is the Old
Testament unified in some way? Should the context of the theologian play a role in interpretation?



Should Old Testament theology merely describe what ancient Israel believed, or should it offer
guidance for the church today? What is the relationship between history and theology? All these
considerations and more result in so many different kinds of Old Testament theologies (and so many
publications), that it's difficult for students, pastors, and laity to productively study this already
complex field. In Understanding Old Testament Theology, professors Brittany Kim and Charlie
Trimm provide an overview of the contemporary approaches to Old Testament theology. In three
main sections, they explore various approaches: Part I examines approaches that ground Old
Testament theology in history. Part II surveys approaches that foreground Old Testament theme(s).
Part IIT considers approaches that highlight different contexts for doing Old Testament theology.
Each main chapter describes both common features of the approach and points of tension and then
offers a test case illuminating how it has been applied to the book of Exodus. Through reading this
book, you'll hopefully come to see the Old Testament in a fresh light—as something that’s alive and
active, continually drawing us into deeper encounters with the living God.

a survey of the old testament: Ancient Israelite Literature in Its Cultural Context John H.
Walton, 1994-07 This book surveys within the various literary genres (cosmologies, personal
archives and epics, hymns, and prayers) parallels between the Bible and Ancient Near Eastern
literature.

a survey of the old testament: A Brief Survey of the Bible Study Guide Zondervan,,
2015-12-01 The Bible is the inspired Word of God, and over the centuries it has changed people’s
lives and led them to God. Yet sometimes it can be a difficult book to understand. The culture in
which the Bible was written is so different from our own that at times we struggle to understand
what it means or how it is relevant to our modern lives. In this 14-session video Bible study
(DVD/digital sold separately), Bible professors John Walton and Mark Strauss give you the
background you need to successfully understand even the difficult parts of the Word of God. They
provide an overview of the Bible’s key themes, show what the teachings meant to the people at the
time, and explain how those teachings apply to your life today. By the end, you will have a greater
understanding of Scripture, know how all the books work together, and understand what God has
done to make a way for you to come to him. This study guide includes: Group discussion questions
and notes to help you get the most out of the fourteen video sessions in A Brief Study of the Bible
Video Study An overview of each book of the Bible and a daily reading plan Between-sessions
Scripture passages, reading tips, and key stories to help you dig into the content Additional facts to
help you understand the situations behind the story Sessions include: Introduction Genesis—Exodus
Leviticus—Deuteronomy Joshua—1 Samuel 2 Samuel—2 Kings 1 Chronicles—Nehemiah
Esther—Psalm 90 Psalm 91—Song of Songs Isaiah—Lamentations Ezekiel—Malachi Matthew
Mark—Acts 8 Acts 9—Philemon Hebrews—Revelation Designed for use with A Brief Survey of the
Bible Video Study (sold separately).

a survey of the old testament: The Face of Old Testament Studies David W. Baker, Bill T.
Arnold, 2004-10 Leading scholars provide an overview of current issues in Old Testament studies.

a survey of the old testament: Survey of the Old Testament Quentin R. McGhee,
2011-01-01

a survey of the old testament: Ezekiel and Daniel Daniel Bodi, Ernest C. Lucas, 2016-01-12
Many today find the Old Testament a closed book. The cultural issues seem insurmountable and we
are easily baffled by that which seems obscure. Furthermore, without knowledge of the ancient
culture we can easily impose our own culture on the text, potentially distorting it. This series invites
you to enter the Old Testament with a company of guides, experts that will give new insights into
these cherished writings. Features include * Over 2000 photographs, drawings, maps, diagrams and
charts provide a visual feast that breathes fresh life into the text.  Passage-by-passage commentary
presents archaeological findings, historical explanations, geographic insights, notes on manners and
customs, and more. * Analysis into the literature of the ancient Near East will open your eyes to new
depths of understanding both familiar and unfamiliar passages. « Written by an international team of
30 specialists, all top scholars in background studies.
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