
a vindication of the rights of men

a vindication of the rights of men stands as a landmark work in the history
of political philosophy and human rights discourse. This article provides an
in-depth exploration of the text, its historical background, key arguments,
and lasting influence. Readers will discover how Mary Wollstonecraft’s
treatise challenged prevailing social hierarchies, offered a bold rebuttal to
Edmund Burke, and laid foundational ideas for later developments in liberal
thought. The article also examines the main themes, critical reception, and
the work’s continuing relevance in modern discussions of equality, justice,
and civil liberties. By delving into the core concepts, historical context,
and major impacts of a vindication of the rights of men, this article aims to
equip readers with a comprehensive understanding of its enduring
significance. Whether you are a student, scholar, or enthusiast of political
philosophy, you will find valuable insights into the importance of this
influential work.

Historical Context of A Vindication of the Rights of Men

Mary Wollstonecraft: The Author and Her Motivations

Main Arguments Presented in A Vindication of the Rights of Men

Key Themes and Philosophical Foundations

Reception and Impact on Political Thought

Legacy and Continuing Relevance

Historical Context of A Vindication of the
Rights of Men

To fully appreciate a vindication of the rights of men, it is essential to
understand the era in which it was written. The late eighteenth century was a
period of immense social and political upheaval, marked by the American
Revolution and the French Revolution. These events ignited widespread debates
across Europe regarding the nature of government, the rights of citizens, and
the legitimacy of inherited privilege. In 1790, Edmund Burke published his
influential work, Reflections on the Revolution in France, which defended
aristocratic tradition and criticized revolutionary change. Mary
Wollstonecraft’s response, a vindication of the rights of men, was published
in 1790 as a direct rebuttal to Burke’s conservative stance.

During this period, questions of liberty, equality, and natural rights
dominated intellectual circles. Wollstonecraft’s intervention was both timely
and radical, as she advocated for a new vision of society based on reason,
justice, and universal rights. Her work not only contributed to the political
debates of her time but also set the stage for future discussions on human
rights and social justice.



Mary Wollstonecraft: The Author and Her
Motivations

Mary Wollstonecraft, a pioneering feminist philosopher and writer, was deeply
influenced by the Enlightenment ideals of rationality, individual liberty,
and equality. Prior to a vindication of the rights of men, Wollstonecraft had
established herself as a formidable intellectual voice through her essays and
educational writings. Her personal experiences with social injustice and her
commitment to challenging oppressive norms fueled her motivation to engage in
political debate.

In responding to Burke, Wollstonecraft was not only defending the principles
of the French Revolution but also advocating for a broader application of
rights to all individuals, regardless of social class or gender. Her sense of
moral urgency and belief in human perfectibility underscored her arguments,
making her work a passionate plea for social and political reform.

Main Arguments Presented in A Vindication of
the Rights of Men

A vindication of the rights of men is structured as a critique of
aristocratic privilege and a defense of equality and rational government.
Wollstonecraft systematically dismantles Burke’s arguments by highlighting
the dangers of inherited power and the necessity of basing political
authority on reason and justice.

Critique of Aristocracy and Inherited Privilege

Wollstonecraft challenges the legitimacy of hereditary privilege, arguing
that it perpetuates inequality and hinders social progress. She asserts that
true merit, rather than birthright, should determine an individual’s role in
society. This position aligns with Enlightenment principles and advocates for
a meritocratic system over an aristocratic hierarchy.

Defense of Natural Rights and Equality

Central to a vindication of the rights of men is the assertion that all
individuals possess natural rights, which must be protected by just laws.
Wollstonecraft extends the concept of rights beyond property-owning men to
encompass all citizens, advocating for equality before the law and the
dismantling of unjust social structures.

Promotion of Reason and Education

Wollstonecraft emphasizes the importance of reason as the foundation for
moral and political decision-making. She argues that education is essential
for the development of rational individuals who can contribute meaningfully



to society. By promoting universal education, she lays the groundwork for
greater social mobility and the realization of human potential.

Rejection of tradition as a basis for authority

Support for popular sovereignty and democratic principles

Advocacy for the reform of legal and social institutions

Key Themes and Philosophical Foundations

The philosophical foundations of a vindication of the rights of men draw
heavily from Enlightenment thought, particularly the writings of John Locke,
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and Thomas Paine. Wollstonecraft’s work explores
several recurring themes that resonate throughout the text and have
influenced generations of political theorists.

Liberty and Justice

Liberty is a central theme in a vindication of the rights of men.
Wollstonecraft argues that freedom must be universal and safeguarded by
impartial laws. She connects justice with the fair distribution of rights and
opportunities, emphasizing the need to eliminate systemic barriers that
perpetuate social and economic inequality.

Virtue and Moral Improvement

Wollstonecraft links the development of personal virtue to the cultivation of
rational faculties. She contends that a just society is one in which
individuals are encouraged to act morally, not simply out of tradition or
compulsion, but from a reasoned commitment to the common good.

Critique of Sentimentalism and Gender Norms

While a vindication of the rights of men primarily addresses political
rights, Wollstonecraft also critiques the use of sentimentality in political
discourse, particularly as employed by Burke. She calls for rational debate
and challenges the gendered assumptions that underpin social relations,
anticipating arguments she would later expand upon in her subsequent work, A
Vindication of the Rights of Woman.

Reception and Impact on Political Thought

Upon its publication, a vindication of the rights of men sparked significant



controversy, both for its bold arguments and its direct challenge to
established authority. The work contributed to the vibrant political debates
of the 1790s, influencing radical thinkers and reformers in Britain and
beyond.

Wollstonecraft’s critique of Burke resonated with advocates for democratic
reforms and inspired future generations of activists. Although some
contemporaries dismissed her arguments due to prevailing gender biases, her
work has since been recognized as a foundational text in the history of human
rights and liberal political theory.

Legacy and Continuing Relevance

The legacy of a vindication of the rights of men extends far beyond its
immediate historical context. Wollstonecraft’s advocacy for equality,
rational government, and universal rights continues to inform contemporary
debates on social justice, democracy, and human rights. Her arguments have
influenced the development of feminist thought, civil rights movements, and
the expansion of educational opportunities.

Modern scholars and activists draw upon Wollstonecraft’s insights to
challenge ongoing forms of discrimination and to promote inclusive, equitable
societies. The enduring relevance of her work underscores the importance of
critical engagement with history and the ongoing struggle for justice and
human dignity.

Frequently Asked Questions about A Vindication of the
Rights of Men

Q: What is the main purpose of A Vindication of the
Rights of Men?
A: The main purpose of a vindication of the rights of men is to challenge
aristocratic privilege, defend natural rights, and advocate for political and
social equality. Mary Wollstonecraft wrote the treatise as a direct response
to Edmund Burke’s defense of tradition and inherited power, arguing instead
for a society grounded in reason and justice.

Q: Who was the target of Wollstonecraft’s critique in
the work?
A: Wollstonecraft’s primary target was Edmund Burke, whose Reflections on the
Revolution in France defended the aristocracy and criticized revolutionary
movements. Wollstonecraft counters Burke’s arguments, promoting democratic
reforms and equality.

Q: How did A Vindication of the Rights of Men



influence later political thought?
A: A vindication of the rights of men significantly influenced liberal
political theory, feminist philosophy, and human rights discourse. Its
arguments for universal rights and rational government have inspired
reformers, activists, and intellectuals for generations.

Q: What are the key themes in A Vindication of the
Rights of Men?
A: Key themes include liberty, justice, equality, the rejection of inherited
privilege, the importance of reason and education, and the critique of
sentimentalism in political debate.

Q: How does Wollstonecraft address education in the
work?
A: Wollstonecraft emphasizes the necessity of education for all individuals,
arguing that it is essential for the development of reason and virtue. She
believes universal education is crucial for social progress and the
realization of human rights.

Q: What historical events influenced Wollstonecraft’s
writing?
A: The American Revolution and the French Revolution greatly influenced
Wollstonecraft’s perspective, as these events sparked widespread debates
about government, rights, and social hierarchy in Europe.

Q: In what ways did Wollstonecraft challenge gender
norms in A Vindication of the Rights of Men?
A: While the primary focus is on political rights, Wollstonecraft challenges
gendered assumptions by advocating for the rational capacities and inherent
rights of all individuals, laying the groundwork for her later feminist
arguments.

Q: Was A Vindication of the Rights of Men well-
received at the time of publication?
A: The work was controversial and met with resistance, especially from those
supporting traditional hierarchies. However, it also gained attention from
radicals and reformers who supported democratic change.

Q: How is A Vindication of the Rights of Men relevant
to modern readers?
A: The text remains relevant due to its advocacy for justice, equality, and
rational governance. Its principles continue to resonate in contemporary
discussions on civil rights, education, and social reform.



Q: What is the relationship between A Vindication of
the Rights of Men and Wollstonecraft’s later work, A
Vindication of the Rights of Woman?
A: A vindication of the rights of men laid the intellectual groundwork for
Wollstonecraft’s later and more famous work, A Vindication of the Rights of
Woman, where she further develops her arguments for gender equality and
universal rights.

A Vindication Of The Rights Of Men
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Wollstonecraft's Critique of Burke: Reason and Virtue over
Tradition

Wollstonecraft sharply criticized Burke's reliance on tradition and hereditary privilege. She argued
that societal structures should not be based on arbitrary power or inherited status, but rather on
reason and virtue. This concept of virtue, for Wollstonecraft, was not simply moral uprightness but a
commitment to rational thought and action, a dedication to the common good, and a rejection of
tyranny, whether political or social.

The Importance of Education and Self-Cultivation

A key theme in A Vindication of the Rights of Men is the importance of education and self-cultivation
for both men and women. She believed that access to education was crucial for the development of
rational thought and the advancement of society. Her critique of the limited educational
opportunities available to women reflects her wider belief that restricting access to knowledge and
self-improvement harmed the entire social fabric. This formed the foundation for her later, more
explicit focus on women's rights.

The Centrality of Reason and Individual Liberty

Wollstonecraft championed reason as the guiding principle for both individual and societal progress.
She believed that every individual, regardless of social standing, possessed inherent reason and the
capacity for self-governance. This emphasis on individual liberty serves as the bedrock of her
argument for political and social reform.

Challenging Tyranny and Oppression

Wollstonecraft directly confronted various forms of tyranny and oppression prevalent in her time.
She attacked both political oppression, manifested in arbitrary rule and restrictive laws, and social
oppression, seen in the subjugation of women and the perpetuation of class inequalities. This
condemnation of oppressive systems, irrespective of their source, is a testament to her commitment
to universal human rights.



The Power of Public Opinion and Social Reform

Wollstonecraft recognized the profound influence of public opinion on shaping social norms and
political realities. She argued that a well-educated populace, informed by reason and virtue, was
essential to achieving meaningful social reform. Her belief in the power of public discourse and
collective action to effect change underscores the practical application of her philosophical
principles.

Enduring Legacy and Relevance Today

A Vindication of the Rights of Men, despite being overshadowed by its sequel, remains a powerful
and relevant text. Its emphasis on reason, individual liberty, and the importance of education
continues to resonate in contemporary debates about political systems, social justice, and the fight
against oppression. Wollstonecraft's arguments regarding the dangers of unchecked power and the
necessity of active citizenship are as pertinent today as they were in her time. Her text serves as a
reminder of the ongoing struggle for human rights and the crucial role of critical thinking in
achieving a more just and equitable society.

Conclusion

Mary Wollstonecraft's A Vindication of the Rights of Men is more than a historical document; it's a
vibrant assertion of the principles of reason, individual liberty, and social justice. By examining
Burke's conservatism and arguing for a more equitable society, she laid the groundwork for her
later, more focused work on women's rights. Its continuing relevance compels us to re-examine our
own commitment to these fundamental principles and to work towards creating a world where
everyone can flourish.

FAQs

1. How does A Vindication of the Rights of Men relate to A Vindication of the Rights of Woman? A
Vindication of the Rights of Men provides the philosophical foundation for Wollstonecraft's later
work on women's rights. The arguments regarding reason, liberty, and education are applied
specifically to the situation of women in the sequel.



2. What is Wollstonecraft's main criticism of Edmund Burke? Wollstonecraft criticizes Burke's
reliance on tradition and hereditary privilege, arguing that these are not legitimate bases for
societal structures. She advocates for a system built on reason and virtue, accessible to all.

3. What role does education play in Wollstonecraft's philosophy? Education is central to
Wollstonecraft's vision of a just and equitable society. She believed that access to education was
crucial for the development of rational thought and the promotion of individual liberty.

4. How does Wollstonecraft's work challenge traditional power structures? Wollstonecraft
challenges both political and social power structures that rely on arbitrary authority and the
suppression of individual rights. She advocates for systems based on reason and the empowerment
of individuals.

5. Why is A Vindication of the Rights of Men still relevant today? The core principles of reason,
individual liberty, and social justice advocated in A Vindication of the Rights of Men remain crucial
to contemporary debates about political systems, social equality, and the ongoing struggle for
human rights. Its enduring relevance compels us to critically examine our own societies.

  a vindication of the rights of men: Wollstonecraft: A Vindication of the Rights of Men and a
Vindication of the Rights of Woman and Hints Mary Wollstonecraft, 1995-07-06 Mary Wollstonecraft,
often described as the first major feminist, is remembered principally as the author of A Vindication
of the Rights of Woman (1792), and there has been a tendency to view her most famous work in
isolation. Yet Wollstonecraft's pronouncements about women grew out of her reflections about men,
and her views on the female sex constituted an integral part of a wider moral and political critique of
her times which she first fully formulated in A Vindication of the Rights of Men (1790). Written as a
reply to Edmund Burke's Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790), this is an important text in
its own right as well as a necessary tool for understanding Wollstonecraft's later work. This edition
brings the two texts together and also includes Hints, the notes which Wollstonecraft made towards
a second, never completed, volume of A Vindication of the Rights of Woman.
  a vindication of the rights of men: A Vindication of the Rights of Men Mary
Wollstonecraft, 2017 In 1790 came that extraordinary outburst of passionate intelligence, Mary
Wollstonecraft's reply to Edmund Burke's attack on the principles of the French Revolution entitled
a Vindication of the Rights of Men. In this pamphlet she held up to scorn Burke's defence of monarch
and nobility, his merciless sentimentality. It is one of the most dashing political polemics in the
language, Mr. Taylor writes enthusiastically, and has not had the attention it deserves. . . . For sheer
virility and grip of her verbal instruments it is probably the finest of her works. Some of her
sentences have the quality of a sword-edge, and they flash with the rapidity of a practised duellist. It
was written at a white heat of indignation; yet it is altogether typical of the writer that, in the midst
of the work, quite suddenly, she had one of her fits of callousness and morbid temper, and declared
she would not go on. With great skill Johnson persuaded her to take it up again; and with equal
suddenness her eagerness returned, and the book was finished and published before any one else
could answer Burke.
  a vindication of the rights of men: Wollstonecraft: A Vindication of the Rights of Men and a
Vindication of the Rights of Woman and Hints Mary Wollstonecraft, 1995-07-06 Mary Wollstonecraft
is remembered principally as the author of A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792), and there
has been a tendency to view her most famous work in isolation. Yet Wollstonecraft's
pronouncements about women grew out of her reflections on men, and her views on the female sex
constituted an integral part of a wider moral and political critique of her times that she first fully
formulated in A Vindication of the Rights of Men (1790). This fully annotated edition brings these
two works together.



  a vindication of the rights of men: A Vindication of the Rights of Woman Barnes & Noble,
Mary Wollstonecraft, 2004 Writing in an age when the call for the rights of man had brought
revolution to America and France, Mary Wollstonecraft produced her own declaration of female
independence in 1792. Passionate and forthright, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman attacked the
prevailing view of docile, decorative femininity and instead laid out the principles of emancipation:
an equal education for girls and boys, an end to prejudice, and the call for women to become defined
by their profession, not their partner. Mary Wollstonecrafts work was received with a mixture of
admiration and outrageWalpole called her a hyena in petticoatsyet it established her as the mother
of modern feminism.
  a vindication of the rights of men: A Vindication of the Rights of Men; A Vindication of
the Rights of Woman; An Historical and Moral View of the French Revolution Mary
Wollstonecraft, 2008-12-11 This volume brings together the major political writings of Mary
Wollstonecraft in the order in which they appeared in the revolutionary 1790s. It traces her
passionate and indignant response to the excitement of the early days of the French Revolution and
then her uneasiness at its later bloody phase. It reveals her developing understanding of women's
involvement in the political and social life of the nation and her growing awareness of the
relationship between politics and economics and between political institutions and the individual. In
personal terms, the works show her struggling with a belief in the perfectibility of human nature
through rational education, a doctrine that became weaker under the onslaught of her own
miserable experience and the revolutionary massacres. Janet Todd's introduction illuminates the
progress of Wollstonecraft's thought, showing that a reading of all three works allows her to emerge
as a more substantial political writer than a study of The Rights of Woman alone can reveal. ABOUT
THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to
scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including
expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies
for further study, and much more.
  a vindication of the rights of men: A vindication of the rights of men Mary Wollstonecraft,
2022-06-13 This publication is a political pamphlet, written by the 18th-century British liberal
feminist Mary Wollstonecraft, which attacks aristocracy and advocates republicanism.
Wollstonecraft's was the first response in a pamphlet war sparked by the publication of Edmund
Burke's Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790), a defense of constitutional monarchy,
aristocracy, and the Church of England.
  a vindication of the rights of men: A Vindication of the Rights of Woman Mary
Wollstonecraft, 2009 Arguably the most original book of the eighteenth century, A Vindication of the
Rights of Woman is a pioneering feminist work.
  a vindication of the rights of men: A Vindication of the Rights of Men; A Vindication of the
Rights of Woman; An Historical and Moral View of the French Revolution Mary Wollstonecraft,
1999-08-19 This volume brings together the major political writings of Mary Wollstonecraft in the
order in which they appeared in the revolutionary 1790s. It traces her passionate and indignant
response to the excitement of the early days of the French Revolution and then her uneasiness at its
later bloody phase. It reveals her developing understanding of women's involvement in the political
and social life of the nation and her growing awareness of the relationship between politics and
economics and between political institutions and the individual. In personal terms, the works show
her struggling with a belief in the perfectibility of human nature through rational education, a
doctrine that became weaker under the onslaught of her own miserable experience and the
revolutionary massacres. Janet Todd's introduction illuminates the progress of Wollstonecraft's
thought, showing that a reading of all three works allows her to emerge as a more substantial
political writer than a study of The Rights of Woman alone can reveal.
  a vindication of the rights of men: Political Writings Mary Wollstonecraft, 1993 Mary
Wollstonecraft is generally recognized as one of the most influential figures in the early feminist



movement. This volume contains two of her political writings, A Vindication of the Rights of Men
(1790) and A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792).
  a vindication of the rights of men: The Social and Political Philosophy of Mary
Wollstonecraft Sandrine Berges, Alan Coffee, 2016 The Social and Political Philosophy of Mary
Wollstonecraft brings together new essays from leading scholars, which explore Wollstonecraft's
range as a moral and political philosopher of note, taking both a historical perspective and applying
her thinking to current academic debates.
  a vindication of the rights of men: An Historical and Moral View of the Origin and
Progress of the French Revolution Mary Wollstonecraft, 1794
  a vindication of the rights of men: Wollstonecraft Sylvana Tomaselli, 2022-08-30 A
compelling portrait of Mary Wollstonecraft that shows the intimate connections between her life and
work Mary Wollstonecraft’s A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, first published in 1792, is a work
of enduring relevance in women's rights advocacy. However, as Sylvana Tomaselli shows, a full
understanding of Wollstonecraft’s thought is possible only through a more comprehensive
appreciation of Wollstonecraft herself, as a philosopher and moralist who deftly tackled major social
and political issues and the arguments of such figures as Edmund Burke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau,
and Adam Smith. Reading Wollstonecraft through the lens of the politics and culture of her own
time, this book restores her to her rightful place as a major eighteenth-century thinker, reminding us
why her work still resonates today. The book’s format echoes one that Wollstonecraft favored in
Thoughts on the Education of Daughters: short essays paired with concise headings. Under titles
such as “Painting,” “Music,” “Memory,” “Property and Appearance,” and “Rank and Luxury,”
Tomaselli explores not only what Wollstonecraft enjoyed and valued, but also her views on society,
knowledge and the mind, human nature, and the problem of evil—and how a society based on mutual
respect could fight it. The resulting picture of Wollstonecraft reveals her as a particularly engaging
author and an eloquent participant in enduring social and political concerns. Drawing us into
Wollstonecraft’s approach to the human condition and the debates of her day, Wollstonecraft
ultimately invites us to consider timeless issues with her, so that we can become better attuned to
the world as she saw it then, and as we might wish to see it now.
  a vindication of the rights of men: The Routledge Guidebook to Wollstonecraft's A
Vindication of the Rights of Woman Sandrine Berges, 2013-02-11 Mary Wollstonecraft was one of
the greatest philosophers and writers of the Eighteenth century. During her brief career, she wrote
novels, treatises, a travel narrative, a history of the French Revolution, a conduct book, and a
children's book. Her most celebrated and widely-read work is A Vindication of the Rights of Woman.
This Guidebook introduces: Wollstonecraft’s life and the background to A Vindication of the Rights of
Woman The ideas and text of A Vindication of the Rights of Woman Wollstonecraft’s enduring
influence in philosophy and our contemporary intellectual life It is ideal for anyone coming to
Wollstonecraft’s classic text for the first time and anyone interested in the origins of feminist
thought.
  a vindication of the rights of men: Women Writers and the Early Modern British
Political Tradition Hilda L. Smith, 1998-03-26 This collection of essays includes studies of women's
political writings from Christine de Pizan to Mary Wollstonecraft and explores in depth the political
ideas of the writers in their historical and intellectual context. The volume illuminates the limitations
placed on women's political writings and their broader political role by the social and scholarly
institutions of early modern Europe. In so doing, the authors probe legal and political restraints,
distinct national and state organisation, and assumptions concerning women's proper intellectual
interests. In this endeavour, the volume explores questions and subjects traditionally ignored by
historians of political thought and little considered even by current feminist theorists, groups who
give slight attention to women's political ideas or place women's writings within the social and
intellectual structures from which they emerged and which they helped to shape.
  a vindication of the rights of men: Mary Wollstonecraft in Context Nancy E. Johnson, Paul
Keen, 2020-01-31 Mary Wollstonecraft (1759–1797) was one of the most influential and controversial



women of her age. No writer, except perhaps her political foe, Edmund Burke, and her fellow
reformer, Thomas Paine, inspired more intense reactions. In her brief literary career before her
untimely death in 1797, Wollstonecraft achieved remarkable success in an unusually wide range of
genres: from education tracts and political polemics, to novels and travel writing. Just as impressive
as her expansive range was the profound evolution of her thinking in the decade when she flourished
as an author. In this collection of essays, leading international scholars reveal the intricate
biographical, critical, cultural, and historical context crucial for understanding Mary
Wollstonecraft's oeuvre. Chapters on British radicalism and conservatism, French philosophes and
English Dissenters, constitutional law and domestic law, sentimental literature, eighteenth-century
periodicals and more elucidate Wollstonecraft's social and political thought, historical writings,
moral tales for children, and novels.
  a vindication of the rights of men: Thoughts on the Education of Daughters; With Reflections
on Female Conduct, in the More Important Duties of Life Mary Wollstonecraft, 2023-10-24
Reproduction of the original. The publishing house Megali specialises in reproducing historical
works in large print to make reading easier for people with impaired vision.
  a vindication of the rights of men: A Vindication of the Rights of Men, in a Letter to the Right
Honourable Edmund Burke Mary Wollstonecraft, Mary Wollstonecraft (1759-1797) published A
Vindication of the Rights of Men anonymously in 1790. The pamphlet sold out within three weeks to
great acclaim, though later editions published under her own name met with notable opprobrium. It
was the first of many printed responses to Edmund Burke's conservative attacks on the French
Revolution, and it marked Wollstonecraft's entry into the intellectual arena of the late eighteenth
century. She attacked hereditary privilege and political conservatism, arguing for codified civil
rights and political liberty. She also highlighted Burke's gendered language and criticised his silence
on the plight of women. Wollstonecraft has inspired reverence and revulsion alike, for both her work
and her lifestyle. Her prescience and nonconformity, however, have secured her position in the
canon of distinguished eighteenth-century political thinkers. For more information on this author,
see http://orlando.cambridge.org/public/svPeople?person_id=wollma.
  a vindication of the rights of men: Called to Civil Existence Enit Karafili Steiner, 2014-01-05
Mary Wollstonecraft's A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792), a continuation of her earlier
Vindication of the Rights of Men (1790), was the first feminist treatise to emerge within a broader
context of liberationist human rights theory. Rights of Woman remains, however, relevant and
instructive. The essays included here show that Wollstonecraft’s legacy is still with us today as the
balancing act between a society where sexual distinction translates into gender prejudice and a
utopian order where sexual difference ceases to be a structuring element of social, economic and
political bias. Engaging Wollstonecraft's famous argument from a variety of critical perspectives, a
range of contemporary scholars offer new trajectories in this volume for the study of
Wollstonecraft's historic work and its relevance to our time.
  a vindication of the rights of men: A Vindication of the Rights of Men Mary
Wollstonecraft, 2008-01-01 Revolutionary in all senses of the word, this classic treatise on
republicanism, individual merit, and inherent human worth was published in England to great
acclaim in 1790, a response to Edmund Burke's Reflections on the Revolution in France, which
denounced the upheaval on the Continent and voiced support for the aristocracy. Formulated as a
letter written to him, this pamphlet--the blog posting of its day--is a passionate and beautifully witty
rebuke of crumbling and ineffectual tradition and a stirring call to replace hidebound monarchy with
a society in which all citizens--men and women, moneyed and working class--are granted equal
opportunity to access wealth both material and spiritual. Originally published anonymously--and
selling out its first edition in weeks--a second edition revealed its author as female... which led to its
inevitable dismissal as the irrational, emotional work of a mere woman. Today, however, we
recognize this as a foundational work of feminist theory--one both remarkably intellectual and highly
entertaining. British writer and educator MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT (1759-1797), the mother of
Frankenstein author Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley, espoused her then-radical feminist and liberal



philosophies in other such works as Thoughts on the Education of Daughters (1787) and History and
Moral View of the Origins and Progress of the French Revolution (1793).
  a vindication of the rights of men: The Cambridge Companion to Mary Wollstonecraft
Claudia L. Johnson, 2002-05-30 A collected volume which addresses all aspects of Wollstonecraft's
momentous and tragically brief career.
  a vindication of the rights of men: The Rights of Women Erika Bachiochi, 2021-07-15 Erika
Bachiochi offers an original look at the development of feminism in the United States, advancing a
vision of rights that rests upon our responsibilities to others. In The Rights of Women, Erika
Bachiochi explores the development of feminist thought in the United States. Inspired by the
writings of Mary Wollstonecraft, Bachiochi presents the intellectual history of a lost vision of
women’s rights, seamlessly weaving philosophical insight, biographical portraits, and constitutional
law to showcase the once predominant view that our rights properly rest upon our concrete
responsibilities to God, self, family, and community. Bachiochi proposes a philosophical and legal
framework for rights that builds on the communitarian tradition of feminist thought as seen in the
work of Elizabeth Fox-Genovese and Jean Bethke Elshtain. Drawing on the insight of prominent
figures such as Sarah Grimké, Frances Willard, Florence Kelley, Betty Friedan, Pauli Murray, Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, and Mary Ann Glendon, this book is unique in its treatment of the moral roots of
women’s rights in America and its critique of the movement’s current trajectory. The Rights of
Women provides a synthesis of ancient wisdom and modern political insight that locates the family’s
vital work at the very center of personal and political self-government. Bachiochi demonstrates that
when rights are properly understood as a civil and political apparatus born of the natural duties we
owe to one another, they make more visible our personal responsibilities and more viable our
common life together. This smart and sophisticated application of Wollstonecraft’s thought will serve
as a guide for how we might better value the culturally essential work of the home and thereby
promote authentic personal and political freedom. The Rights of Women will interest students and
scholars of political theory, gender and women’s studies, constitutional law, and all readers
interested in women’s rights.
  a vindication of the rights of men: A Father's Legacy to His Daughters John Gregory,
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  a vindication of the rights of men: A Vindication of the Rights of Brutes Thomas Taylor,
1792
  a vindication of the rights of men: A Vindication of the Rights of Men, in a letter to the
Right Honourable Edmund Burke; occasioned by his Reflections on the Revolution in
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  a vindication of the rights of men: The Burke-Wollstonecraft Debate Daniel I. O'Neill,
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turn utopian visions into political reality.
  a vindication of the rights of men: The 100 Best Nonfiction Books of All Time Robert
McCrum, 2018 Beginning in 1611 with the King James Bible and ending in 2014 with Elizabeth
Kolbert's 'The Sixth Extinction', this extraordinary voyage through the written treasures of our
culture examines universally-acclaimed classics such as Pepys' 'Diaries', Charles Darwin's 'The
Origin of Species', Stephen Hawking's 'A Brief History of Time' and a whole host of additional works
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  a vindication of the rights of men: Memoirs of the Author of a vindication of the Rights
of Woman (Mary Wollstonecraft). William Godwin, 1798
  a vindication of the rights of men: Democracy Ricardo Blaug, 2016-02-28 Put together
specially for students of democracy, this invaluable reader gathers key statements from political
thinkers, explained and contextualised with editorial commentaries. This new edition includes a new
introduction, new sections and 29 new readings published since the first edition. Arranged into four



sections &quote; Traditional Affirmations of Democracy, Key Concepts, Critiques of Democracy and
Contemporary Issues &quote; it covers democratic thinking in a remarkably broad way. A general
introduction highlights democracy's historical complexity and guides you through the current areas
of controversy. The extensive bibliography follows the same structure as the text to help you deepen
your study.
  a vindication of the rights of men: Mary Wollstonecraft Jane Moore, 2017-05-15 The essays
in this collection represent the explosion of scholarly interest since the 1960s in the pioneering
feminist, philosopher, novelist, and political theorist, Mary Wollstonecraft. This interdisciplinary
selection, which is organized by theme and genre, demonstrates Wollstonecraft's importance in
contemporary social, political and sexual theory and in Romantic studies. The book examines the
reception of Wollstonecraft's Vindication of the Rights of Woman but it also deals with the full range
of her work from travel writing, education, religion and conduct literature to her novels, letters and
literary reviews. As well as reproducing the most important modern Wollstonecraft scholarship the
collection tracks the development of the author's reputation from the nineteenth century. The essays
reprinted here (from early appreciations by George Eliot, Emma Goldman and Virginia Woolf to the
work of twenty-first century scholars) include many of the most influential accounts of
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the traditional male gaze. VIRGINIA WOOLF [1882–1941] was an English author. With novels like
Jacob’s Room [1922], Mrs Dalloway [1925], To the Lighthouse [1927], and Orlando [1928], she
became a leading figure of modernism and is considered one of the most important English-language
authors of the 20th century. As a thinker, with essays like A Room of One’s Own [1929], Woolf has
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  a vindication of the rights of men: A Vindication of the Rights of Woman Mary
Wollstonecraft, 2021-05-09 This book was converted from its physical edition to the digital format by
a community of volunteers. You may find it for free on the web. Purchase of the Kindle edition
includes wireless delivery.
  a vindication of the rights of men: Mary, a Fiction Mary Wollstonecraft, 2017 Mary, A
Fiction is the only complete novel that Mary Wollstonecraft has ever written. She tells the tragic
story of a heroine's successive romantic friendships with a woman and a man. Emile, Jean-Jacques
Rousseau's philosophical treatise on education, was one of the major literary influences on this book.
  a vindication of the rights of men: Commerce and Manners in Edmund Burke's Political
Economy Gregory M. Collins, 2020-05-14 This book explores Edmund Burke's economic thought
through his understanding of commerce in wider social, imperial, and ethical contexts.
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Honourable Edmund Burke; Occasioned by His Reflections on the Revolution in France MARY.
WOLLSTONECRAFT, 2018-04-22 The 18th century was a wealth of knowledge, exploration and
rapidly growing technology and expanding record-keeping made possible by advances in the printing
press. In its determination to preserve the century of revolution, Gale initiated a revolution of its
own: digitization of epic proportions to preserve these invaluable works in the largest archive of its
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The below data was compiled from various identification fields in the bibliographic record of this
title. This data is provided as an additional tool in helping to insure edition identification: ++++
British Library T050901 Anonymous. By Mary Wollstonecraft. London: printed for J. Johnson, 1790.
iv,150p.; 8°
  a vindication of the rights of men: A Vindication of the Rights of Men Mary Wollstonecraft,
1790
  a vindication of the rights of men: Wollstonecraft: A Vindication of the Rights of Men
and a Vindication of the Rights of Woman and Hints Mary Wollstonecraft, 1995-07-06 An
edition of two of Wollstonecraft's texts, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792) and A
Vindication of the Rights of Men.

Back to Home: https://fc1.getfilecloud.com

https://fc1.getfilecloud.com

