
a human being died that night
a human being died that night – this powerful phrase carries deep historical, ethical, and
philosophical significance. In exploring the meaning behind these words, we delve into a narrative
that transcends a single event, touching on the themes of justice, humanity, reconciliation, and the
legacy of apartheid in South Africa. This article unpacks the origins and context of the phrase,
largely associated with Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela’s groundbreaking book, and examines the broader
implications for human rights, forgiveness, and collective memory. We analyze the historical
background, the core messages of the book, the psychological and social lessons it imparts, and its
continued relevance in conversations about justice and reconciliation worldwide. Readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of why “a human being died that night” remains a resonant
touchstone for discussions about empathy and justice in the aftermath of atrocity.
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Understanding the Origins of “A Human Being Died
That Night”

The phrase “a human being died that night” originates from the acclaimed book by Pumla Gobodo-
Madikizela, a South African psychologist and member of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
(TRC). The book chronicles her encounters with Eugene de Kock, a former police colonel and
apartheid-era assassin known as “Prime Evil,” responsible for numerous atrocities. The title
underscores the profound recognition of shared humanity, even amid acts of extreme violence. It
challenges readers to confront the complexity of evil, the capacity for remorse, and the potential for
forgiveness. By focusing on the humanity of both victims and perpetrators, the phrase invites
reflection on moral responsibility, empathy, and the transformative power of truth-telling.

The Historical Context: Apartheid and Its Aftermath



Understanding Apartheid in South Africa

Apartheid was a legally enforced system of racial segregation and discrimination in South Africa that
lasted from 1948 to the early 1990s. Under apartheid, the white minority government imposed
restrictions on the rights of the non-white majority, resulting in widespread human rights abuses,
social division, and violence. The state sanctioned political assassinations, torture, and systemic
injustice against opponents of the regime.

The Role of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC)

After the end of apartheid, South Africa established the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to
address the crimes committed during that period. The TRC provided a platform for both victims and
perpetrators to share their experiences, seek amnesty, and pursue national healing. This process
emphasized restorative justice over retribution, aiming to uncover the truth about past atrocities
and promote reconciliation. The commission’s work highlighted the need to confront uncomfortable
truths and recognize the humanity of all involved.

Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela: Author and Psychologist

Background and Expertise

Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela is a renowned South African clinical psychologist, academic, and author.
Her expertise in trauma, memory, and reconciliation positioned her as a key member of the TRC’s
Human Rights Violations Committee. Through her professional work, she has explored the
psychological impact of violence and the pathways to healing in post-conflict societies.

Her Role in the Truth and Reconciliation Process

During her tenure with the TRC, Gobodo-Madikizela conducted interviews with both victims and
perpetrators of apartheid-era crimes, including Eugene de Kock. Her empathetic and analytical
approach allowed her to explore the motivations behind acts of violence and the possibility of
remorse. Her groundbreaking work provided valuable insights into the process of forgiveness and
the limits of justice.

Key Themes and Messages of the Book

The Complexity of Evil

“A Human Being Died That Night” delves into the psychological roots of evil, showing that
perpetrators of violence are not monsters but individuals shaped by circumstances, ideology, and
personal choices. The book challenges simplistic narratives of good and evil, urging readers to



grapple with the disturbing reality that ordinary people can commit extraordinary harm.

Empathy and Shared Humanity

Central to the book’s message is the recognition of shared humanity. Even those responsible for
horrific acts are, at their core, human beings. This perspective does not excuse wrongdoing but
encourages a more nuanced understanding of the factors that drive individuals to commit atrocities.
The phrase “a human being died that night” encapsulates this empathy, reminding us that every loss
of life is a tragedy, regardless of the circumstances.

Forgiveness and Remorse

The encounters between Gobodo-Madikizela and de Kock explore the possibilities and limitations of
forgiveness. The narrative reveals how genuine remorse can open pathways toward reconciliation,
but also acknowledges the deep wounds that persist. Forgiveness, as presented in the book, is a
complex and deeply personal process that requires confronting painful truths and embracing
vulnerability.

Exploring the psychological roots of evil

Recognizing the limits and possibilities of forgiveness

Understanding the role of empathy in justice

The significance of truth-telling and accountability

Lessons in Forgiveness and Reconciliation

Restorative Justice vs. Retributive Justice

The South African TRC, and the book itself, highlight the value of restorative justice. Unlike
retributive justice, which focuses on punishment, restorative justice seeks to heal relationships,
repair harm, and rebuild trust. This approach encourages dialogue, understanding, and, where
possible, reconciliation between victims and perpetrators.

The Power of Storytelling and Testimony

One of the most powerful elements of the truth and reconciliation process was the act of storytelling.
Allowing individuals to share their experiences humanized victims and perpetrators alike, fostering
empathy and mutual understanding. Gobodo-Madikizela’s work demonstrates how testimony can be
a catalyst for healing and societal transformation.



The Ongoing Challenge of Healing

While the TRC and similar processes have contributed to national healing, the journey toward true
reconciliation is ongoing. The scars of apartheid remain, manifesting in socio-economic disparities
and lingering mistrust. The lessons from “a human being died that night” emphasize the need for
continued commitment to justice, empathy, and dialogue in the face of past and present injustices.

The Impact on Society and Global Relevance

Influence on Transitional Justice Movements

The South African experience, and Gobodo-Madikizela’s insights, have informed transitional justice
efforts worldwide. Countries emerging from conflict or dictatorship often look to the TRC model as
an example of how to balance truth, accountability, and reconciliation. The phrase “a human being
died that night” serves as a cautionary reminder of the cost of dehumanization and the importance
of restoring dignity to all individuals.

Educational and Cultural Legacy

The book is widely used in academic, legal, and psychological education to illustrate the
complexities of forgiveness, trauma, and justice. Its themes resonate in discussions about social
justice, human rights, and conflict resolution, inspiring new generations to grapple with the ethical
challenges of their time.

Continuing Relevance

Today, the message of “a human being died that night” continues to inform debates about justice
and reconciliation in societies marked by violence and division. Its call for empathy, truth, and
forgiveness remains vital for building more humane and just communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the meaning behind “a human being died that
night”?
A: The phrase highlights the shared humanity of both victims and perpetrators during times of
conflict, emphasizing empathy, recognition of loss, and the complexities of justice and forgiveness.



Q: Who wrote “A Human Being Died That Night” and what is it
about?
A: The book was written by Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela, a South African psychologist, and it explores
her interviews with apartheid-era assassin Eugene de Kock, focusing on themes of remorse,
forgiveness, and reconciliation.

Q: What role did the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
play in post-apartheid South Africa?
A: The TRC aimed to uncover the truth about apartheid-era crimes, provide a platform for
testimonies, facilitate forgiveness, and promote national healing through restorative justice.

Q: How does the book address the concept of evil?
A: The book examines the psychological and social factors that lead ordinary people to commit
horrific acts, challenging the idea that evil is only perpetrated by monsters.

Q: Why is forgiveness a central theme in “A Human Being Died
That Night”?
A: Forgiveness is explored as a deeply personal and complex process, essential for healing and
reconciliation, but never mandatory or easy for victims.

Q: What makes the story relevant beyond South Africa?
A: Its exploration of justice, humanity, and reconciliation has universal implications for societies
dealing with violence, injustice, and the aftermath of collective trauma.

Q: How does the book contribute to our understanding of
restorative justice?
A: It demonstrates the importance of empathy, truth-telling, and healing relationships over punitive
measures, influencing global approaches to transitional justice.

Q: What lessons can be learned from “a human being died that
night” for current conflicts?
A: The book encourages confronting the past, recognizing shared humanity, and fostering dialogue
and forgiveness as steps toward lasting peace and justice.



Q: Who was Eugene de Kock and why is he significant in this
context?
A: Eugene de Kock was a former apartheid-era police colonel responsible for numerous
assassinations; his story exemplifies the challenges of accountability, remorse, and forgiveness.

Q: In what ways has the phrase “a human being died that
night” influenced public discourse?
A: It has become a powerful reminder of the cost of dehumanization and the necessity of empathy in
addressing historical injustices and moving toward reconciliation.

A Human Being Died That Night

Find other PDF articles:
https://fc1.getfilecloud.com/t5-goramblers-06/pdf?trackid=qVh43-9090&title=large-society-ground-o
rb.pdf

A Human Being Died That Night: Exploring Loss, Grief,
and the Ripple Effect

The phrase "a human being died that night" carries a weight beyond its simple words. It evokes a
profound sense of loss, a quiet tragedy unfolding in the shadows. This post delves into the
multifaceted impact of death, exploring not just the immediate grief but the lingering ripples that
extend outwards, touching the lives of those left behind. We'll examine the emotional, practical, and
spiritual aspects of dealing with loss, offering insights and resources to navigate this challenging
experience. This is not just about the statistics of death; it's about the human experience of loss and
the enduring power of remembrance.

H2: The Immediate Aftermath: Shock, Disbelief, and the First
Wave of Grief

The immediate aftermath of death is often a blur. Shock and disbelief are common initial responses,
acting as a buffer against the overwhelming tide of grief that follows. The practicalities – funeral
arrangements, legal matters, and notifying loved ones – can feel insurmountable in the face of such
profound sorrow. This stage is characterized by a numbness, a sense of unreality, and intense
emotional volatility. It's crucial to allow oneself to feel these emotions without judgment,
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understanding that there's no right or wrong way to grieve.

H3: Coping Mechanisms in the Early Stages

Finding healthy coping mechanisms is vital during this initial phase. Leaning on support systems –
family, friends, support groups – is paramount. Allowing oneself to cry, to express anger, or to
simply sit in silence and reflect are all valid ways of processing grief. Avoiding isolation is key;
connecting with others, even briefly, can provide a lifeline during this difficult time. Professional
grief counseling can also offer invaluable support and guidance.

H2: The Long Road to Healing: Stages of Grief and Acceptance

Grief is not a linear process. It's a complex journey with its own unique timeline for each individual.
While the Kübler-Ross model (denial, anger, bargaining, depression, acceptance) provides a
framework, it's essential to remember that these stages are not sequential and can manifest
differently for everyone. Some may experience intense anger, others profound sadness, and some
may feel a sense of peaceful acceptance sooner than others. The key is to allow oneself to navigate
these emotions authentically without pressure to conform to any specific timeline.

H3: Finding Meaning and Purpose After Loss

The death of a loved one often forces us to confront our own mortality and the fragility of life. This
can lead to a reevaluation of priorities and values. While the pain of loss may never fully disappear,
finding meaning and purpose in the aftermath can be a powerful source of healing. This might
involve honoring the deceased's memory through acts of service, pursuing a passion they inspired,
or simply cherishing the memories you shared.

H2: The Ripple Effect: How Loss Impacts Relationships and
Communities

The impact of death extends far beyond the immediate family. Friends, colleagues, and entire
communities can be affected by the loss of a human being. Shared memories, mutual support, and
collective mourning help to navigate the shared grief. The loss of a community member can also
highlight the fragility of life and the importance of cherishing connections.

H3: Supporting Others During Their Grief



If you know someone who has experienced a loss, offering support is crucial. Simple acts of
kindness, such as bringing meals, offering a listening ear, or simply being present, can make a
significant difference. Avoid offering unsolicited advice or minimizing their pain. Instead, focus on
empathy and understanding. Remember, your presence and support can be a powerful source of
comfort during their difficult time.

H2: Remembering and Honoring the Deceased: Creating a
Legacy

The death of a human being doesn't diminish their life or their impact on the world. Remembering
and honoring their life is a crucial part of the healing process, both for the bereaved and for those
who knew the deceased. This can take many forms – creating a memorial, sharing stories, or
establishing a legacy in their name. These acts serve not only to honor their memory but also to keep
their spirit alive.

Conclusion

"A human being died that night" – these words encapsulate a profound and universal experience.
While the pain of loss is undeniable, the journey through grief can also be a path to growth,
understanding, and a deeper appreciation for life. By acknowledging the multifaceted nature of
grief, seeking support, and honoring the memory of the deceased, we can navigate this challenging
experience and find a way to heal and move forward.

FAQs

1. Is professional grief counseling necessary? While not always necessary, professional grief
counseling can provide invaluable support and guidance, particularly during difficult or prolonged
grief.

2. How long does it take to heal from grief? There's no set timeline for grief. It's a highly personal
journey with varying durations and intensities.

3. How can I support a grieving friend without saying the wrong thing? Simply being present,
offering a listening ear, and avoiding clichés are important. Let them lead the conversation and
express their feelings without judgment.

4. What if I feel guilty for not grieving "enough"? Grief manifests differently for everyone. There's no
right or wrong way to feel. Allow yourself to experience your grief authentically without comparing
yourself to others.



5. How can I create a lasting memorial for a loved one? Consider creating a memorial garden,
establishing a scholarship in their name, donating to a charity they supported, or compiling a
collection of their favorite photos and stories.
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  a human being died that night: Between Vengeance and Forgiveness Martha Minow,
2001-01-17 The rise of collective violence and genocide is the twentieth century's most terrible
legacy. Martha Minow, a Harvard law professor and one of our most brilliant and humane legal
minds, offers a landmark book on our attempts to heal after such large-scale tragedy. Writing with
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Germany, and most notably South Africa; war-crime prosecutions in Nuremberg and Bosnia; and
reparations in America, Minow looks at the strategies and results of these riveting national
experiments in justice and healing.
  a human being died that night: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time Mark
Haddon, 2009-02-24 A bestselling modern classic—both poignant and funny—narrated by a fifteen
year old autistic savant obsessed with Sherlock Holmes, this dazzling novel weaves together an
old-fashioned mystery, a contemporary coming-of-age story, and a fascinating excursion into a mind
incapable of processing emotions. Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the
world and their capitals and every prime number up to 7,057. Although gifted with a superbly logical
brain, Christopher is autistic. Everyday interactions and admonishments have little meaning for him.
At fifteen, Christopher’s carefully constructed world falls apart when he finds his neighbour’s dog
Wellington impaled on a garden fork, and he is initially blamed for the killing. Christopher decides
that he will track down the real killer, and turns to his favourite fictional character, the impeccably
logical Sherlock Holmes, for inspiration. But the investigation leads him down some unexpected
paths and ultimately brings him face to face with the dissolution of his parents’ marriage. As
Christopher tries to deal with the crisis within his own family, the narrative draws readers into the
workings of Christopher’s mind. And herein lies the key to the brilliance of Mark Haddon’s choice of
narrator: The most wrenching of emotional moments are chronicled by a boy who cannot fathom
emotions. The effect is dazzling, making for one of the freshest debut in years: a comedy, a
tearjerker, a mystery story, a novel of exceptional literary merit that is great fun to read.
  a human being died that night: No Longer Human 太宰治, 1958 A young man describes his
torment as he struggles to reconcile the diverse influences of Western culture and the traditions of
his own Japanese heritage.
  a human being died that night: A Human Being Died that Night Nicholas Wright, 2016
Eugene de Kock was a paid white political assassin nick-named Prime Evil for his crimes against
anti-apartheid activists. While serving his two life sentences, black psychologist Pumla
Gobodo-Madikizela went to interview him hoping to seek humanity and forgiveness within the
government-sanctioned monster. The thought-provoking interogation moves from clinical to intimate
in a cell where fear and compassion coexist.
  a human being died that night: Country Of My Skull Antjie Krog, 2010-03-30 The first free
elections in South Africa's history were held in 1994. Within a year legislation was drafted to create
a Truth and Reconcilliation Commission to establish a picture of the gross human rights violations
committed between 1960 and 1993. It was to seek the truth and make it known to the public and to
prevent these brutal events ever happening again. From 1996 and over the following two years
South Africans were exposed almost daily to revelations about their traumatic past. Antije Krog's full
account of the Commission's work using the testimonies of the oppressed and oppressors alike is a
harrowing and haunting book in which the voices of ordinary people shape the course of history.



WINNER OF SOUTH AFRICA'S SUNDAY TIMES ALAN PATON AWARD
  a human being died that night: Seven Fallen Feathers Tanya Talaga, 2017-09-30 Winner,
2017 Shaughnessy Cohen Writers' Trust Prize for Political Writing Winner, 2017 RBC Taylor Prize
Winner, 2017 First Nation Communities Read: Young Adult/Adult Winner, 2024 Blue Metropolis
First Peoples Prize, for the whole of her work Finalist, 2017 Hilary Weston Writers’ Trust Prize for
Nonfiction The groundbreaking and multiple award-winning national bestseller work about systemic
racism, education, the failure of the policing and justice systems, and Indigenous rights by Tanya
Talaga. Over the span of eleven years, seven Indigenous high school students died in Thunder Bay,
Ontario. They were hundreds of kilometres away from their families, forced to leave home because
there was no adequate high school on their reserves. Five were found dead in the rivers surrounding
Lake Superior, below a sacred Indigenous site. Using a sweeping narrative focusing on the lives of
the students, award-winning author Tanya Talaga delves into the history of this northern city that
has come to manifest Canada’s long struggle with human rights violations against Indigenous
communities.
  a human being died that night: Nod Adrian Barnes, 2015-09-01 A disturbing literary
dystopian science fiction debut set in a near-future Vancouver during a deadly insomnia pandemic
for fans of The Leftovers Dawn breaks over Vancouver and no one in the world has slept the night
before, or almost no one. A few people, perhaps one in ten thousand, can still sleep, and they’ve all
shared the same golden dream. After six days of absolute sleep deprivation, psychosis will set in.
After four weeks, the body will die. In the interim, panic ensues and a bizarre new world arises in
which those previously on the fringes of society take the lead. Paul, a writer, continues to sleep
while his partner Tanya disintegrates before his eyes, and the new world swallows the old one
whole.
  a human being died that night: Night of the Grizzlies Jack Olsen, For more than half a
century, grizzly bears roamed free in the national parks without causing a human fatality. Then in
1967, on a single August night, two campers were fatally mauled by enraged bears -- thus signaling
the beginning of the end for America's greatest remaining land carnivore. Night of the Grizzlies,
Olsen's brilliant account of another sad chapter in America's vanishing frontier, traces the causes of
that tragic night: the rangers' careless disregard of established safety precautions and persistent
warnings by seasoned campers that some of the bears were acting funny; the comforting belief that
the great bears were not really dangerous -- would attack only when provoked. The popular sport
that summer was to lure the bears with spotlights and leftover scraps -- in hopes of providing the
tourists with a show, a close look at the great teddy bears. Everyone came, some of the younger
campers even making bold enough to sleep right in the path of the grizzlies' known route of arrival.
This modern bearbaiting could have but one tragic result…
  a human being died that night: Klara and the Sun Kazuo Ishiguro, 2021-03-02 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER LONGLISTED FOR THE 2021 BOOKER PRIZE NAMED A BEST BOOK OF THE
YEAR BY THE NEW YORK TIMES, THE GLOBE AND MAIL, THE GUARDIAN, ESQUIRE, VOGUE,
TIME, THE WASHINGTON POST, THE TIMES (UK), VULTURE, THE ECONOMIST, NPR, AND
BOOKRIOT ON PRESIDENT OBAMA’S SUMMER 2021 READING LIST The magnificent new novel
from Nobel laureate Kazuo Ishiguro--author of Never Let Me Go and the Booker Prize-winning The
Remains of the Day. “The Sun always has ways to reach us.” From her place in the store, Klara, an
Artificial Friend with outstanding observational qualities, watches carefully the behaviour of those
who come in to browse, and of those who pass in the street outside. She remains hopeful a customer
will soon choose her, but when the possibility emerges that her circumstances may change forever,
Klara is warned not to invest too much in the promises of humans. In Klara and the Sun, Kazuo
Ishiguro looks at our rapidly changing modern world through the eyes of an unforgettable narrator
to explore a fundamental question: what does it mean to love?
  a human being died that night: Breaking Night Liz Murray, 2010-09-07 In the vein of The
Glass Castle, Breaking Night is the stunning memoir of a young woman who at age fifteen was living
on the streets, and who eventually made it into Harvard. Liz Murray was born to loving but



drug-addicted parents in the Bronx. In school she was taunted for her dirty clothing and lice-infested
hair, eventually skipping so many classes that she was put into a girls' home. At age fifteen, Liz
found herself on the streets. She learned to scrape by, foraging for food and riding subways all night
to have a warm place to sleep. When Liz's mother died of AIDS, she decided to take control of her
own destiny and go back to high school, often completing her assignments in the hallways and
subway stations where she slept. Liz squeezed four years of high school into two, while homeless;
won a New York Times scholarship; and made it into the Ivy League. Breaking Night is an
unforgettable and beautifully written story of one young woman's indomitable spirit to survive and
prevail, against all odds.
  a human being died that night: History, Trauma and Shame Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela,
2019-10-07 History, Trauma and Shame provides an in-depth examination of the sustained dialogue
about the past between children of Holocaust survivors and descendants of families whose parents
were either directly or indirectly involved in Nazi crimes. Taking an autobiographical narrative
perspective, the chapters in the book explore the intersection of history, trauma and shame, and how
change and transformation unfolds over time. The analyses of the encounters described in the book
provides a close examination of the process of dialogue among members of PAKH
(Psychotherapeutic Study Group of Persons Affected by the Holocaust), exploring how Holocaust
trauma lives in the 'everyday' lives of descendants of survivors. It goes to the heart of the issues at
the forefront of contemporary transnational debates about building relationships of trust and
reconciliation in societies with a history of genocide and mass political violence. This book will be
great interest for academics, researchers and postgraduate students engaged in the study of social
psychology, Holocaust or genocide studies, cultural studies, reconciliation studies, historical trauma
and peacebuilding. It will also appeal to clinical psychologists, psychiatrists and psychoanalysts, as
well as upper-level undergraduate students interested in the above areas.
  a human being died that night: It's Kind of a Funny Story Ned Vizzini, 2010-09-25 Like many
ambitious New York City teenagers, Craig Gilner sees entry into Manhattan's Executive
Pre-Professional High School as the ticket to his future. Determined to succeed at life—which means
getting into the right high school to get into the right college to get the right job—Craig studies
night and day to ace the entrance exam, and does. That's when things start to get crazy. At his new
school, Craig realizes that he isn't brilliant compared to the other kids; he's just average, and maybe
not even that. He soon sees his once-perfect future crumbling away.
  a human being died that night: John Dies at the End Jason Pargin, David Wong, 2009-09-29
John Dies at the End is a genre-bending, humorous account of two college drop-outs inadvertently
charged with saving their small town--and the world--from a host of supernatural and paranormal
invasions. Now a Major Motion Picture. [Pargin] is like a mash-up of Douglas Adams and Stephen
King... 'page-turner' is an understatement. —Don Coscarelli, director, Phantasm I-V, Bubba Ho-tep
STOP. You should not have touched this flyer with your bare hands. NO, don't put it down. It's too
late. They're watching you. My name is David. My best friend is John. Those names are fake. You
might want to change yours. You may not want to know about the things you'll read on these pages,
about the sauce, about Korrok, about the invasion, and the future. But it's too late. You touched the
book. You're in the game. You're under the eye. The only defense is knowledge. You need to read
this book, to the end. Even the part with the bratwurst. Why? You just have to trust me. The
important thing is this: The sauce is a drug, and it gives users a window into another dimension.
John and I never had the chance to say no. You still do. I'm sorry to have involved you in this, I really
am. But as you read about these terrible events and the very dark epoch the world is about to enter
as a result, it is crucial you keep one thing in mind: None of this was my fault.
  a human being died that night: Men Explain Things to Me Rebecca Solnit, 2014-04-14 The
National Book Critics Circle Award–winning author delivers a collection of essays that serve as the
perfect “antidote to mansplaining” (The Stranger). In her comic, scathing essay “Men Explain Things
to Me,” Rebecca Solnit took on what often goes wrong in conversations between men and women.
She wrote about men who wrongly assume they know things and wrongly assume women don’t,



about why this arises, and how this aspect of the gender wars works, airing some of her own
hilariously awful encounters. She ends on a serious note— because the ultimate problem is the
silencing of women who have something to say, including those saying things like, “He’s trying to
kill me!” This book features that now-classic essay with six perfect complements, including an
examination of the great feminist writer Virginia Woolf’s embrace of mystery, of not knowing, of
doubt and ambiguity, a highly original inquiry into marriage equality, and a terrifying survey of the
scope of contemporary violence against women. “In this series of personal but unsentimental essays,
Solnit gives succinct shorthand to a familiar female experience that before had gone unarticulated,
perhaps even unrecognized.” —The New York Times “Essential feminist reading.” —The New
Republic “This slim book hums with power and wit.” —Boston Globe “Solnit tackles big themes of
gender and power in these accessible essays. Honest and full of wit, this is an integral read that
furthers the conversation on feminism and contemporary society.” —San Francisco Chronicle
“Essential.” —Marketplace “Feminist, frequently funny, unflinchingly honest and often scathing in
its conclusions.” —Salon
  a human being died that night: Speaking of Faith Krista Tippett, 2008-01-29 A
thought-provoking, original appraisal of the meaning of religion by the host of public radio's On
Being Krista Tippett, widely becoming known as the Bill Moyers of radio, is one of the country's most
intelligent and insightful commentators on religion, ethics, and the human spirit. With this book, she
draws on her own life story and her intimate conversations with both ordinary and famous figures,
including Elie Wiesel, Karen Armstrong, and Thich Nhat Hanh, to explore complex subjects like
science, love, virtue, and violence within the context of spirituality and everyday life. Her way of
speaking about the mysteries of life-and of listening with care to those who endeavor to understand
those mysteries--is nothing short of revolutionary.
  a human being died that night: Of Human Bondage W. Somerset Maugham, 2021-05-28 Of
Human Bondage (1915) is a novel by W. Somerset Maugham. Inspired by his experiences as an
orphan and young student, Maugham composed his masterpiece. Adapted several times for film, Of
Human Bondage is a story of tragedy, perseverance, and the eternal search for happiness which
drives us as much as it haunts our every move. Orphaned as a boy, Philip Carey is raised in an
affectionless household by his aunt and uncle. Although his Aunt Louisa tries to make him feel
welcome, William proves an uncaring, vindictive man. Left to fend for himself most days, Philip finds
solace in the family’s substantial collection of books, which serve as an escape for the imaginative
boy. Sent to study at a prestigious boarding school, Philip struggles to fit in with his peers, who
abuse him for his intelligence and club foot. Despite his struggles, he perseveres in his studies and
chooses his own path in life, moving to Heidelberg, Germany and denying his uncle’s wish that he
attend Oxford. As he struggles to become a professional artist, Philip learns that one’s dreams are
often unsubstantiated in the world of the living. Of Human Bondage is a tale of desire,
disappointment, and romance by a master stylist with a keen sense of the complications inherent to
human nature. With a beautifully designed cover and professionally typeset manuscript, this edition
of W. Somerset Maugham’s Of Human Bondage is a classic work of British literature reimagined for
modern readers.
  a human being died that night: When Bad Things Happen to Good People Harold S. Kushner,
2001 Offers an inspirational and compassionate approach to understanding the problems of life, and
argues that we should continue to believe in God's fairness.
  a human being died that night: A Little Life Hanya Yanagihara, 2016-01-26 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER • A stunning “portrait of the enduring grace of friendship” (NPR) about the
families we are born into, and those that we make for ourselves. A masterful depiction of love in the
twenty-first century. NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST • MAN BOOKER PRIZE FINALIST •
WINNER OF THE KIRKUS PRIZE A Little Life follows four college classmates—broke, adrift, and
buoyed only by their friendship and ambition—as they move to New York in search of fame and
fortune. While their relationships, which are tinged by addiction, success, and pride, deepen over
the decades, the men are held together by their devotion to the brilliant, enigmatic Jude, a man



scarred by an unspeakable childhood trauma. A hymn to brotherly bonds and a masterful depiction
of love in the twenty-first century, Hanya Yanagihara’s stunning novel is about the families we are
born into, and those that we make for ourselves. Look for Hanya Yanagihara’s latest bestselling
novel, To Paradise.
  a human being died that night: Random Family Adrian Nicole LeBlanc, 2012-10-23 Selected
as One of the Best Books of the 21st Century by The New York Times Set amid the havoc of the War
on Drugs, this New York Times bestseller is an astonishingly intimate (New York magazine)
chronicle of one family’s triumphs and trials in the South Bronx of the 1990s. “Unmatched in depth
and power and grace. A profound, achingly beautiful work of narrative nonfiction…The
standard-bearer of embedded reportage.” —Matthew Desmond, author of Evicted In her classic
bestseller, journalist Adrian Nicole LeBlanc immerses readers in the world of one family with roots
in the Bronx, New York. In 1989, LeBlanc approached Jessica, a young mother whose encounter with
the carceral state is about to forever change the direction of her life. This meeting redirected
LeBlanc’s reporting, taking her past the perennial stories of crime and violence into the community
of women and children who bear the brunt of the insidious violence of poverty. Her book bears
witness to the teetering highs and devastating lows in the daily lives of Jessica, her family, and her
expanding circle of friends. Set at the height of the War on Drugs, Random Family is a love story—an
ode to the families that form us and the families we create for ourselves. Charting the tumultuous
struggle of hope against deprivation over three generations, LeBlanc slips behind the statistics and
comes back with a riveting, haunting, and distinctly American true story.
  a human being died that night: Her Name Was Margaret Denise Davy, 2021-02-23 Margaret
Jacobson was a sweet-natured girl who had dreams of becoming a teacher until she had a psychotic
break in her teens, which sent her down a much darker path. Her Name Was Margaret traces
Margaret's life from her childhood to her death as a homeless woman on the streets of Hamilton,
Ontario. With meticulous research and deep compassion Denise Davy analyzed over 800 pages of
medical records and conducted interviews with Margaret's friends and family, as well as those who
worked in psychiatric care, to create this compelling portrait of a woman abandoned by society.
Through the revolving door of psychiatric admissions to discharges to rundown boarding homes,
Davy shows us the grim impact of deinstutionalization: patients spiralled inexorably toward
homelessness and death as psychiatric beds were closed and patients were left to fend for
themselves on the streets of cities across North America. Today there are more 235,000 homeless
people in Canada annually and 35,000 who are homeless on any given night. Most of them are
struggling with mental health issues. Margaret's story is a heartbreaking illustration of what
happens in our society to our most vulnerable.
  a human being died that night: The Murders in the Rue Morgue Edgar Allan Poe, 2024-01-24
The Rue Morgue Murders is a pioneering tale in the mystery genre, in which detective Auguste
Dupin uses his acute observation and logic to solve a brutal double murder in Paris, revealing a
surprising and unusual outcome.
  a human being died that night: Between the World and Me Ta-Nehisi Coates, 2015-07-14 #1
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER • NAMED ONE OF TIME’S
TEN BEST NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE DECADE • PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST • NATIONAL
BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD FINALIST • ONE OF OPRAH’S “BOOKS THAT HELP ME
THROUGH” • NOW AN HBO ORIGINAL SPECIAL EVENT Hailed by Toni Morrison as “required
reading,” a bold and personal literary exploration of America’s racial history by “the most important
essayist in a generation and a writer who changed the national political conversation about race”
(Rolling Stone) NAMED ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL BOOKS OF THE DECADE BY CNN •
NAMED ONE OF PASTE’S BEST MEMOIRS OF THE DECADE • NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book Review • O: The Oprah Magazine • The
Washington Post • People • Entertainment Weekly • Vogue • Los Angeles Times • San Francisco
Chronicle • Chicago Tribune • New York • Newsday • Library Journal • Publishers Weekly In a
profound work that pivots from the biggest questions about American history and ideals to the most



intimate concerns of a father for his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a powerful new framework for
understanding our nation’s history and current crisis. Americans have built an empire on the idea of
“race,” a falsehood that damages us all but falls most heavily on the bodies of black women and
men—bodies exploited through slavery and segregation, and, today, threatened, locked up, and
murdered out of all proportion. What is it like to inhabit a black body and find a way to live within it?
And how can we all honestly reckon with this fraught history and free ourselves from its burden?
Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates’s attempt to answer these questions in a letter to his
adolescent son. Coates shares with his son—and readers—the story of his awakening to the truth
about his place in the world through a series of revelatory experiences, from Howard University to
Civil War battlefields, from the South Side of Chicago to Paris, from his childhood home to the living
rooms of mothers whose children’s lives were taken as American plunder. Beautifully woven from
personal narrative, reimagined history, and fresh, emotionally charged reportage, Between the
World and Me clearly illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present, and offers a
transcendent vision for a way forward.
  a human being died that night: The Midnight Library Matt Haig, 2021-01-27 Good morning
America book club--Jacket.
  a human being died that night: Based on a True Story Norm Macdonald, 2016-09-20 Wild,
dangerous, and flat-out unbelievable, here is the incredible #1 bestselling memoir of the Canadian
actor, gambler, and raconteur, and one of the greatest stand-up comedians of all time. A Globe and
Mail Best Book of the Year As this book’s title suggests, Norm Macdonald tells the story of his
life—more or less—from his origins on a farm in the backwoods of Ontario and an epically disastrous
appearance on Star Search to his account of auditioning for Lorne Michaels and his memorable run
as the anchor of Weekend Update on Saturday Night Live—until he was fired because a corporate
executive didn’t think he was funny. But Based on a True Story is much more than just a memoir; it’s
the hilarious, inspired epic of Norm’s life. In dispatches from a road trip to Las Vegas (part of a plan
hatched to regain the fortune he’d lost to sports betting and other vices) with his sidekick and
enabler, Adam Eget, Norm recounts the milestone moments, the regrets, the love affairs, the times
fortune smiled on his life, and the times it refused to smile. As the clock ticks down, Norm’s debt
reaches record heights, and he must find a way to evade the hefty price that’s been placed on his
head by one of the most dangerous loan sharks in the country. As a comedy legend should, Norm
peppers these pages with classic jokes and long-mythologized Hollywood stories. This wildly
adventurous, totally original, and absurdly funny saga turns the conventional “comic’s memoir” on
its head and gives the reader an exclusive pass inside the mad, glorious mind of Norm Macdonald.
  a human being died that night: The Invited Jennifer McMahon, 2019-04-30 A chilling ghost
story with a twist: the New York Times bestselling author of The Winter People returns to the woods
of Vermont to tell the story of a husband and wife who don't simply move into a haunted house, they
start building one from scratch, without knowing it, until it's too late . . . In a quest for a simpler life,
Helen and Nate abandon the comforts of suburbia and their teaching jobs to take up residence on
forty-four acres of rural land where they will begin the ultimate, aspirational do-it-yourself project:
building the house of their dreams. When they discover that this charming property has a dark and
violent past, Helen, a former history teacher, becomes consumed by the legend of Hattie
Breckenridge, a woman who lived and died there a century ago. As Helen starts carefully sourcing
decorative building materials for her home--wooden beams, mantles, historic bricks--she starts to
unearth, and literally conjure, the tragic lives of Hattie's descendants, three generations of
Breckenridge women, each of whom died amidst suspicion, and who seem to still be seeking
something precious and elusive in the present day.
  a human being died that night: Pulani Ruchel Louis Coetzee, 2011 With humor and emotion,
Coetzee tells a cliff hanger of a tale of growing up in one world and being forced to leave it for
another. Reading it will make you love this exceptional woman and her story.--Diane K. Brewer,
Co-chair 2010 Literary Feast, Broward County Florida Public Library Foundation.
  a human being died that night: Lord of the Flies William Golding, 2012-09-20 A plane



crashes on a desert island and the only survivors, a group of schoolboys, assemble on the beach and
wait to be rescued. By day they inhabit a land of bright fantastic birds and dark blue seas, but at
night their dreams are haunted by the image of a terrifying beast. As the boys' delicate sense of
order fades, so their childish dreams are transformed into something more primitive, and their
behaviour starts to take on a murderous, savage significance. First published in 1954, Lord of the
Flies is one of the most celebrated and widely read of modern classics. Now fully revised and
updated, this educational edition includes chapter summaries, comprehension questions, discussion
points, classroom activities, a biographical profile of Golding, historical context relevant to the novel
and an essay on Lord of the Flies by William Golding entitled 'Fable'. Aimed at Key Stage 3 and 4
students, it also includes a section on literary theory for advanced or A-level students. The
educational edition encourages original and independent thinking while guiding the student through
the text - ideal for use in the classroom and at home.
  a human being died that night: Finding Meaning David Kessler, 2020-09-01 In this
groundbreaking and “poignant” (Los Angeles Times) book, David Kessler—praised for his work by
Maria Shriver, Marianne Williamson, and Mother Teresa—journeys beyond the classic five stages to
discover a sixth stage: meaning. In 1969, Elisabeth Kübler-Ross first identified the stages of dying in
her transformative book On Death and Dying. Decades later, she and David Kessler wrote the classic
On Grief and Grieving, introducing the stages of grief with the same transformative pragmatism and
compassion. Now, based on hard-earned personal experiences, as well as knowledge and wisdom
gained through decades of work with the grieving, Kessler introduces a critical sixth stage: meaning.
Kessler’s insight is both professional and intensely personal. His journey with grief began when, as a
child, he witnessed a mass shooting at the same time his mother was dying. For most of his life,
Kessler taught physicians, nurses, counselors, police, and first responders about end of life, trauma,
and grief, as well as leading talks and retreats for those experiencing grief. Despite his knowledge,
his life was upended by the sudden death of his twenty-one-year-old son. How does the grief expert
handle such a tragic loss? He knew he had to find a way through this unexpected, devastating loss, a
way that would honor his son. That, ultimately, was the sixth stage of grief—meaning. In Finding
Meaning, Kessler shares the insights, collective wisdom, and powerful tools that will help those
experiencing loss. “Beautiful, tender, and wise” (Katy Butler, author of The Art of Dying Well),
Finding Meaning is “an excellent addition to grief literature that helps pave the way for steps toward
healing” (School Library Journal).
  a human being died that night: The Sun Does Shine Anthony Ray Hinton, Lara Love Hardin,
2018-03-27 Oprah's Book Club Summer 2018 Selection The Instant New York Times Bestseller A
powerful, revealing story of hope, love, justice, and the power of reading by a man who spent thirty
years on death row for a crime he didn't commit. “An amazing and heartwarming story, it restores
our faith in the inherent goodness of humanity.” —Archbishop Desmond Tutu In 1985, Anthony Ray
Hinton was arrested and charged with two counts of capital murder in Alabama. Stunned, confused,
and only twenty–nine years old, Hinton knew that it was a case of mistaken identity and believed
that the truth would prove his innocence and ultimately set him free. But with no money and a
different system of justice for a poor black man in the South, Hinton was sentenced to death by
electrocution. He spent his first three years on Death Row at Holman State Prison in agonizing
silence—full of despair and anger toward all those who had sent an innocent man to his death. But
as Hinton realized and accepted his fate, he resolved not only to survive, but find a way to live on
Death Row. For the next twenty–seven years he was a beacon—transforming not only his own spirit,
but those of his fellow inmates, fifty–four of whom were executed mere feet from his cell. With the
help of civil rights attorney and bestselling author of Just Mercy, Bryan Stevenson, Hinton won his
release in 2015. With a foreword by Stevenson, The Sun Does Shine is an extraordinary testament to
the power of hope sustained through the darkest times. Destined to be a classic memoir of wrongful
imprisonment and freedom won, Hinton’s memoir tells his dramatic thirty–year journey and shows
how you can take away a man’s freedom, but you can’t take away his imagination, humor, or joy.
  a human being died that night: They Both Die at the End Adam Silvera, 2017-09-05 Adam



Silvera reminds us that there’s no life without death and no love without loss in this devastating yet
uplifting story about two people whose lives change over the course of one unforgettable day. #1
New York Times bestseller * 4 starred reviews * A School Library Journal Best Book of the Year * A
Kirkus Best Book of the Year * A Booklist Editors' Choice * A Bustle Best YA Novel * A Paste
Magazine Best YA Book * A Book Riot Best Queer Book * A Buzzfeed Best YA Book of the Year * A
BookPage Best YA Book of the Year On September 5, a little after midnight, Death-Cast calls Mateo
Torrez and Rufus Emeterio to give them some bad news: They’re going to die today. Mateo and
Rufus are total strangers, but, for different reasons, they’re both looking to make a new friend on
their End Day. The good news: There’s an app for that. It’s called the Last Friend, and through it,
Rufus and Mateo are about to meet up for one last great adventure—to live a lifetime in a single day.
In the tradition of Before I Fall and If I Stay, They Both Die at the End is a tour de force from
acclaimed author Adam Silvera, whose debut, More Happy Than Not, the New York Times called
“profound.” Plus don't miss The First to Die at the End: #1 New York Times bestselling author Adam
Silvera returns to the universe of international phenomenon They Both Die at the End in this
prequel. New star-crossed lovers are put to the test on the first day of Death-Cast’s fateful calls.
  a human being died that night: The Cry of Winnie Mandela Njabulo Simakahle Ndebele, 2004
A group of women at a specific period in the history of Southern Africa find their family life under
the pressures of capitalist modernity and apartheid. These ordinary, intimate stories are anchored to
the more powerful public stories of the Penelope of ancient Greek mythology (who waited 18 years
while her husband Odyseeus was away), and Winnie Mandela (who waited for 27 years). The life of
Winnie Mandela remains one of the great unfolding dramas of our times; a tale of triumphs and
tragedies that is only just beginning to be examined.
  a human being died that night: Death's Summer Coat Brandy Schillace, 2016-01-15 Death
is something we all confront—it touches our families, our homes, our hearts. And yet we have grown
used to denying its existence, treating it as an enemy to be beaten back with medical advances.We
are living at a unique point in human history. People are living longer than ever, yet the longer we
live, the more taboo and alien our mortality becomes. Yet we, and our loved ones, still remain
mortal. People today still struggle with this fact, as we have done throughout our entire history.
What led us to this point? What drove us to sanitize death and make it foreign and
unfamiliar?Schillace shows how talking about death, and the rituals associated with it, can help
provide answers. It also brings us closer together—conversation and community are just as
important for living as for dying. Some of the stories are strikingly unfamiliar; others are far more
familiar than you might suppose. But all reveal much about the present—and about ourselves.
  a human being died that night: The Night the DeFeos Died Ric Osuna, 2002
  a human being died that night: The Last Lecture Randy Pausch, Jeffrey Zaslow, 2010 The
author, a computer science professor diagnosed with terminal cancer, explores his life, the lessons
that he has learned, how he has worked to achieve his childhood dreams, and the effect of his
diagnosis on him and his family.
  a human being died that night: The Population Bomb Paul R. Ehrlich, 1971
  a human being died that night: Fahrenheit 451 Ray Bradbury, 1968 A fireman in charge of
burning books meets a revolutionary school teacher who dares to read. Depicts a future world in
which all printed reading material is burned.
  a human being died that night: Her Soul to Take Harley Laroux, 2024-02-20 FEATURING
NEW EXCLUSIVE BONUS CONTENT! Like Buffy or The Vampire Diaries but with tons more spice, a
titillating fork-tongued demon, and a ritualistic monster cult, the edgy dark romance that set Tiktok
on fire is now here as a special edition with bonus content for fans of Scarlett St. Claire, Penelope
Douglas, and Katee Robert. The demon didn't just want my body. He wanted my soul. Leon: My
reputation among magicians is unblemished. Killer, they call me; killing is what I’m best at. One
wrong move and you’re dead. Except her. The one I was supposed to take, the one I should have
killed. The cult that once controlled me wants her, but I’m not about to lose my new toy to them.
Rae: I’ve always believed in the supernatural. Hunting for ghosts is my passion, but summoning a



demon was never part of the plan. Monsters are roaming the woods, and something
ancient—something evil—is waking up . . . and calling my name. I don’t know who I can trust, or how
deep this darkness goes. All I know is my one shot at survival is the demon stalking me, and he
doesn’t just want my body—he wants my soul.
  a human being died that night: The First Book of Moses, Called Genesis , 1999 Hailed as the
most radical repackaging of the Bible since Gutenberg, these Pocket Canons give an up-close look at
each book of the Bible.
  a human being died that night: A Human Being Died that Night Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela,
2006 Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela, who worked as a psychologist with the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission in South Africa, assesses Eugene de Kok, former head of the apartheid regime's death
squads. He discusses what it is to be human & asks what it means when we discover the incarnation
of evil to be a human as we?
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