
american government and politics today
american government and politics today is a dynamic field, shaped by a complex
blend of historical foundations, evolving political institutions, and the ever-changing public
opinion. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the structure and function of the
United States government, the current political landscape, and the critical issues
influencing American society. You will gain insights into the federal system, the roles of
Congress, the Presidency, and the Judiciary, as well as the impact of political parties,
elections, and media. The article also examines major policy debates, the influence of
interest groups, and the challenges facing democracy in the digital age. Whether you are a
student, professional, or curious citizen, this guide equips you with essential knowledge
about american government and politics today, offering a clear understanding of how
decisions are made and how these processes affect daily life. Continue reading to explore
the foundations, key players, and pressing topics that define american government and
politics today.
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Foundations of American Government

The Constitution and Its Principles

The United States Constitution serves as the cornerstone of american government and
politics today. Ratified in 1787, it outlines the structure of government, the distribution of
powers, and the rights of citizens. Fundamental principles such as federalism, separation of
powers, and checks and balances ensure that no single entity dominates the system. The
Bill of Rights, comprising the first ten amendments, guarantees essential liberties like
freedom of speech, religion, and due process. These principles remain vital as they guide
lawmakers and shape political debates across the nation.



Evolution of American Democracy

Since its founding, the American political system has evolved to become more inclusive and
responsive. Key milestones include the extension of voting rights through amendments, the
abolition of slavery, and the advancement of civil rights. The expansion of suffrage to
women and minorities has transformed the electorate and increased representation. Today,
debates about equality, justice, and participation continue to influence the trajectory of
american government and politics.

The Federal System and Its Branches

The Legislative Branch: Congress

Congress, composed of the House of Representatives and the Senate, is responsible for
making laws, overseeing the executive, and representing the interests of the people and
states. The House is based on population, while the Senate gives equal representation to
each state. Congress debates legislation, approves budgets, and has the power to declare
war. Committees within Congress play a central role in shaping policies and conducting
investigations.

The Executive Branch: The Presidency

The President heads the executive branch, enforcing laws, directing foreign policy, and
serving as Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces. Presidential powers include vetoing
legislation, issuing executive orders, and appointing key officials. The executive branch also
comprises federal agencies and departments that implement policies and regulations
affecting everyday life. Leadership style, decision-making, and public communication are
critical factors influencing presidential effectiveness and approval.

The Judicial Branch: Supreme Court and Federal Courts

The judiciary interprets laws and safeguards constitutional rights. The Supreme Court, the
highest court, has the authority to rule on the constitutionality of laws and government
actions. Lower federal courts handle cases involving federal statutes, disputes between
states, and civil rights issues. Judicial independence and lifetime appointments help protect
the courts from political influence, yet major decisions often reflect broader societal
debates and shape the direction of american government and politics today.

Political Parties and the Electoral Process



Major Political Parties

The United States operates under a predominantly two-party system, with the Democratic
and Republican parties competing for control of government. These parties differ in their
ideologies, policy priorities, and approaches to governance. Third parties, such as the
Libertarian and Green parties, occasionally influence debates and elections but rarely win
major offices. Party platforms evolve in response to public opinion, social movements, and
electoral outcomes.

Elections and Voting Behavior

Elections are a fundamental feature of american government and politics today, offering
citizens a direct voice in selecting leaders and shaping policy. Presidential, congressional,
and local elections occur regularly, with campaigns focusing on key issues such as the
economy, healthcare, and national security. Voter turnout, campaign finance, and access to
the ballot are ongoing topics of debate and reform. The use of technology, social media,
and data analytics has transformed how campaigns reach and mobilize voters.

Presidential elections every four years

Midterm elections for Congress

State and local elections vary by jurisdiction

Primary and caucus systems select party nominees

Electoral College determines presidential winners

Current Issues in American Politics

Economic Policy and Social Welfare

Economic policy is central to debates in american government and politics today. Topics
include tax reform, federal spending, job creation, and the regulation of markets. Social
welfare programs such as Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid are frequently discussed,
with differing perspectives on funding, access, and reform. Economic inequality, minimum
wage, and trade policy remain contentious issues shaping legislative agendas and election
platforms.



Healthcare and Education

Healthcare policy, including debates over coverage, costs, and access, remains a defining
topic. Discussions include the Affordable Care Act, prescription drug pricing, and public
versus private insurance systems. Education policy addresses funding, curriculum
standards, and student loan debt, with federal and state governments playing significant
roles in shaping outcomes for citizens of all ages.

Climate Change and Environmental Policy

Climate change and environmental conservation are increasingly prominent in american
government and politics today. Policymakers consider strategies for reducing carbon
emissions, promoting renewable energy, and protecting natural resources. Disagreements
over regulation, international agreements, and economic impacts influence legislative
action and public opinion.

The Role of Media and Public Opinion

Media Influence on Politics

The media plays a pivotal role in informing the public, shaping perceptions, and holding
leaders accountable. Traditional outlets like newspapers and television coexist with digital
platforms, social media, and alternative news sources. The rise of online media has
changed how information is disseminated and consumed, leading to both increased
engagement and concerns about misinformation, polarization, and echo chambers.

Public Opinion and Political Participation

Public opinion, measured through polls and surveys, guides policymakers and impacts
election outcomes. Issues such as trust in government, approval ratings, and civic
engagement are crucial indicators of the health of american government and politics today.
Factors influencing public opinion include personal experiences, media coverage,
education, and social networks. High levels of participation, through voting and activism,
strengthen democracy and encourage accountability.

Interest Groups and Civic Participation

Types and Roles of Interest Groups



Interest groups represent diverse sectors, including business, labor, environment, and civil
rights. They advocate for policies, donate to campaigns, and mobilize members to influence
decision-makers. Lobbying activities, grassroots movements, and public campaigns are
common tactics used to shape legislation and regulatory actions. The effectiveness and
transparency of interest groups are ongoing topics of policy and ethical debate.

Civic Engagement and Grassroots Movements

Civic participation encompasses voting, volunteering, protesting, and engaging in
community discussions. Grassroots movements, often organized at the local level, play a
key role in raising awareness, advocating for change, and holding officials accountable.
Civic education and outreach efforts aim to increase participation and ensure that all voices
are heard in american government and politics today.

Challenges Facing American Democracy

Polarization and Partisan Divides

Political polarization has intensified in recent years, leading to gridlock, decreased
compromise, and heightened social tensions. Partisan divides influence policy debates,
media coverage, and public attitudes, making governance more complex. Efforts to
promote bipartisanship, dialogue, and electoral reforms seek to address these challenges.

Technology, Security, and Voting Integrity

Advancements in technology have improved access to information but introduced new
challenges related to cybersecurity, privacy, and election integrity. Concerns about foreign
interference, hacking, and the security of voting systems are prominent in american
government and politics today. Policymakers and experts work to safeguard democratic
processes while balancing innovation and civil liberties.

Protecting Civil Liberties and Minority Rights

Ensuring equal protection under the law and defending the rights of minorities are ongoing
priorities. Debates over immigration, criminal justice reform, and anti-discrimination
policies reflect broader questions about fairness and justice. Advocacy groups, courts, and
elected officials play essential roles in shaping policies that promote inclusion and
opportunity for all Americans.



Questions and Answers: Trending Topics in American
Government and Politics Today

Q: What are the three branches of the American
government?
A: The three branches of the American government are the Legislative Branch (Congress),
the Executive Branch (headed by the President), and the Judicial Branch (led by the
Supreme Court). Each branch has distinct responsibilities and operates under a system of
checks and balances.

Q: How does the Electoral College work in presidential
elections?
A: The Electoral College is a system where each state is allocated a certain number of
electors based on its population. Voters in each state choose electors, who then formally
vote for the President and Vice President. A candidate needs a majority of electoral votes to
win the presidency.

Q: What are the major political parties in the United
States?
A: The two major political parties in the United States are the Democratic Party and the
Republican Party. Other parties, such as the Libertarian and Green parties, also participate
but have less influence on national elections.

Q: What role do interest groups play in American
politics?
A: Interest groups advocate for specific policies, mobilize voters, and lobby government
officials to influence legislation and regulations. They represent various sectors like
business, labor, the environment, and civil rights.

Q: Why is voter turnout important in American
elections?
A: High voter turnout ensures broad representation and legitimacy in the electoral process.
It reflects civic engagement and influences the direction of government policies and
leadership.

Q: What are some current issues facing American



government and politics today?
A: Key issues include economic policy, healthcare reform, climate change, immigration,
voting rights, and national security. These topics dominate political debates and legislative
agendas.

Q: How does media influence public opinion in American
politics?
A: Media shapes public opinion by providing information, framing issues, and analyzing
political developments. The rise of digital media and social platforms has increased access
to news but also raised concerns about misinformation and polarization.

Q: What is the impact of political polarization on
American democracy?
A: Political polarization has led to increased partisanship, legislative gridlock, and social
divisions. It can hinder compromise and make it harder to address national challenges
effectively.

Q: How do citizens participate in american government
and politics today?
A: Citizens participate by voting, volunteering, joining interest groups, engaging in protests,
and communicating with elected officials. Civic engagement strengthens democracy and
helps ensure diverse perspectives are represented.

Q: What challenges exist regarding election security in
the United States?
A: Challenges include cybersecurity threats, potential foreign interference, misinformation
campaigns, and ensuring the integrity of voting systems. Policymakers are focused on
improving security measures to protect democratic processes.
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American Government and Politics Today: Navigating a
Complex Landscape

Understanding American government and politics today requires navigating a complex web of
institutions, ideologies, and ongoing debates. This post will dissect the current state of American
governance, exploring key aspects from the executive and legislative branches to the ongoing
challenges facing the nation's political system. We'll delve into significant policy debates, analyze
the influence of media and social forces, and provide a clear picture of the forces shaping the
American political landscape. Whether you're a seasoned political observer or a newcomer seeking
to understand the intricacies of American governance, this comprehensive guide will equip you with
the knowledge to navigate this dynamic field.

The Three Branches: A Modern Overview

The foundation of the American government rests upon the principle of separation of powers,
dividing governmental authority among three distinct branches: the legislative, executive, and
judicial.

The Legislative Branch: Congress in Action

Congress, comprising the Senate and the House of Representatives, holds the power to make laws.
Currently, we see significant partisan divisions impacting legislative efficiency. The process of
passing legislation, from bill introduction to presidential signature, is often fraught with challenges,
including filibusters in the Senate and intense lobbying efforts from various interest groups.
Understanding the dynamics within each chamber, the role of committees, and the influence of party
leadership is crucial to understanding how laws are (or are not) made.

The Executive Branch: The Presidency and Beyond

The executive branch, headed by the President, is responsible for enforcing the laws passed by
Congress. The modern presidency is a powerful position, with significant influence over both
domestic and foreign policy. However, the President's power is often constrained by Congress, the
courts, and public opinion. Analyzing the President's relationship with other branches, the role of the
cabinet, and the influence of executive orders provides crucial context to understanding the
executive's power and limitations.



The Judicial Branch: Interpreting the Law

The judicial branch, led by the Supreme Court, interprets the laws passed by Congress and ensures
they align with the Constitution. The Supreme Court's decisions have far-reaching consequences,
shaping the legal and political landscape for years to come. Understanding judicial review, the
appointment process for judges, and the ongoing debates surrounding judicial philosophy are
essential for comprehending the judicial branch's role.

Major Policy Debates Shaping American Politics Today

American politics today is characterized by several significant policy debates that dominate the
national conversation and drive political action.

Healthcare Reform: An Ongoing Struggle

The Affordable Care Act (ACA), often referred to as Obamacare, continues to be a central point of
political contention. Debates surrounding access to healthcare, the cost of insurance, and the role of
government in healthcare provision remain fiercely debated.

Climate Change and Environmental Policy: A Looming Crisis

The debate surrounding climate change and the appropriate government response is arguably one of
the most critical policy challenges facing the nation. Differing viewpoints on the severity of the
problem, the role of human activity, and the best approaches to mitigation and adaptation drive
intense political polarization.

Economic Inequality and Social Justice: A Growing Divide

Economic inequality continues to be a major concern, fueling debates about income distribution,
taxation, and social safety nets. Issues of social justice, including racial equality, LGBTQ+ rights,
and criminal justice reform, are deeply intertwined with economic concerns and remain central to
the political landscape.



The Influence of Media and Social Forces

The media and social forces play a significant role in shaping public opinion and influencing political
outcomes.

The Media's Role in Shaping Narratives

The 24/7 news cycle, the proliferation of online news sources, and the rise of social media have
profoundly altered the way information is consumed and political narratives are constructed.
Understanding media bias, the impact of misinformation, and the role of media ownership are
critical to understanding the media's influence on politics.

The Power of Social Movements

Social movements, driven by public activism and citizen engagement, can exert considerable
pressure on the political system. From the Civil Rights Movement to the more recent Black Lives
Matter movement, social movements have played a crucial role in shaping policy and promoting
social change.

Conclusion

American government and politics today present a complex and dynamic picture. Understanding the
interplay between the three branches of government, the major policy debates shaping the nation,
and the influence of media and social forces is crucial for engaging effectively with the political
process. By staying informed and critically analyzing information, citizens can participate
meaningfully in shaping the future of American governance.

FAQs

1. How can I get involved in American politics? You can participate by voting, joining political
organizations, contacting your elected officials, volunteering for campaigns, and engaging in
peaceful protests or demonstrations.

2. What are the main differences between the Republican and Democratic parties? The two major
parties hold differing views on issues such as taxation, regulation, social programs, and foreign



policy. These differences often lead to significant political gridlock.

3. What is gerrymandering, and how does it impact elections? Gerrymandering is the manipulation
of electoral district boundaries to favor a particular party or group, potentially leading to unfair
election outcomes.

4. How does lobbying influence government policy? Lobbying involves individuals or groups
attempting to influence government policy through direct communication with policymakers, often
involving financial contributions and other resources.

5. What role does the Supreme Court play in shaping American politics? The Supreme Court's
interpretation of laws and its power of judicial review significantly impact the political landscape,
shaping policy debates and influencing the direction of the nation.

  american government and politics today: Ie-Amer Gov/Pol Schmidt, Shelley, Bardes, 2004-12
  american government and politics today: Cengage Advantage Books: American
Government and Politics Today, Brief Edition Steffen W. Schmidt, Mack C. Shelley, Barbara A.
Bardes, 2016-01-01 AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS TODAY: BRIEF EDITION,
2016-2017, shows you how easily and effectively you can participate in the political process. New
features, up-to-date political news and analysis, and a great price make this text a top seller. Praised
for its succinct format, balanced coverage, clarity, and readability, this book examines all the key
concepts of American government, while providing interesting student-oriented features that further
convey what active citizenship means. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the
product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
  american government and politics today: American Government, Second Edition Timothy
O. Lenz, Mirya Holman, 2018 This exciting new book explores the role of government, politics, and
policy in American lives. Full of real life applications and scenarios, this text encourages and enables
political thinking. The second edition has been updated to include recent developments in U.S.
politics and government. This includes the description and analysis of the 2016 elections as well as
the early Trump administration. Chapters have expanded coverage of immigration policy,
environmental policy, economic policy, and global affairs (including counterterrorism policy). The
text also includes analysis of racial issues in contemporary American politics and law. It also
addresses questions about the state of the economy, jobs, and wages.Hyperlinks and URLs provide
?deeper dives? into various topics and examples of comparative politics.
  american government and politics today: American Government and Politics Today, Brief
Steffen W. Schmidt, Mack C. Shelley, Barbara A. Bardes, 2018-01-01 For many, American politics
and government have never been more interesting--or more important. A new four-color design,
up-to-date political news and analysis and an affordable price make AMERICAN GOVERNMENT
AND POLITICS TODAY, Brief Edition, 2018-2019, an ideal resource to engage today's learners.
Authors Schmidt, Shelley and Bardes help students understand America's complex and fascinating
political system--and show them how they can participate in the political process. Praised for its
balanced coverage, clarity and readability, the text examines all the key concepts of American
Government while providing interesting features that focus on active citizenship. The tenth edition
gives ample space to the rise of Donald Trump, his populist campaign and use of the media as well
as to other current topics such as security leaks, government surveillance and voting restrictions.
Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product text may
not be available in the ebook version.
  american government and politics today: American Politics & Government Today William T.
Bianco, 2021 American Politics and Government Today teaches students exactly what they need to
know to succeed in the course and become informed citizens. The part structure and chapter



organization clearly maps to the five AP® U.S. Government and Politics units, for close alignment
with the course framework. In each chapter, integrated policy coverage allows students to see how
social, economic, or foreign policy relates to real-life situations, while AP®-style multiple-choice
questions and the full range of free response questions offer students practice opportunities at the
end of each chapter--
  american government and politics today: The Increasingly United States Daniel J.
Hopkins, 2018-05-30 In a campaign for state or local office these days, you’re as likely today to hear
accusations that an opponent advanced Obamacare or supported Donald Trump as you are to hear
about issues affecting the state or local community. This is because American political behavior has
become substantially more nationalized. American voters are far more engaged with and
knowledgeable about what’s happening in Washington, DC, than in similar messages whether they
are in the South, the Northeast, or the Midwest. Gone are the days when all politics was local. With
The Increasingly United States, Daniel J. Hopkins explores this trend and its implications for the
American political system. The change is significant in part because it works against a key rationale
of America’s federalist system, which was built on the assumption that citizens would be more
strongly attached to their states and localities. It also has profound implications for how voters are
represented. If voters are well informed about state politics, for example, the governor has an
incentive to deliver what voters—or at least a pivotal segment of them—want. But if voters are likely
to back the same party in gubernatorial as in presidential elections irrespective of the governor’s
actions in office, governors may instead come to see their ambitions as tethered more closely to their
status in the national party.
  american government and politics today: American Politics Today William T. Bianco, David
T. Canon, 2017 The Fifth Edition of American Politics Today is designed to show students the reality
of politics today and how it connects to their own lives. New features--from chapter opening cases
that address the kinds of questions students ask, to full-page graphics that illustrate key political
processes--show students how politics works and why it matters. All components of the learning
package--textbook, InQuizitive adaptive learning tool, and coursepack--are organized around specific
chapter learning goals to ensure that students learn the nuts and bolts of American government.
  american government and politics today: American Government 3e Glen Krutz, Sylvie
Waskiewicz, 2023-05-12 Black & white print. American Government 3e aligns with the topics and
objectives of many government courses. Faculty involved in the project have endeavored to make
government workings, issues, debates, and impacts meaningful and memorable to students while
maintaining the conceptual coverage and rigor inherent in the subject. With this objective in mind,
the content of this textbook has been developed and arranged to provide a logical progression from
the fundamental principles of institutional design at the founding, to avenues of political
participation, to thorough coverage of the political structures that constitute American government.
The book builds upon what students have already learned and emphasizes connections between
topics as well as between theory and applications. The goal of each section is to enable students not
just to recognize concepts, but to work with them in ways that will be useful in later courses, future
careers, and as engaged citizens. In order to help students understand the ways that government,
society, and individuals interconnect, the revision includes more examples and details regarding the
lived experiences of diverse groups and communities within the United States. The authors and
reviewers sought to strike a balance between confronting the negative and harmful elements of
American government, history, and current events, while demonstrating progress in overcoming
them. In doing so, the approach seeks to provide instructors with ample opportunities to open
discussions, extend and update concepts, and drive deeper engagement.
  american government and politics today: American Government and Politics in the
Information Age , 2011 Our text is a comprehensive introduction to the vital subject of American
government and politics. Governments decide who gets what, when, how (See Harold D. Lasswell,
Politics: Who Gets What, When, How, [New York: McGraw-Hill, 1936]); they make policies and pass
laws that are binding on all a society?s members; they decide about taxation and spending, benefits



and costs, even life and death. Governments possess power?the ability to gain compliance and to get
people under their jurisdiction to obey them?and they may exercise their power by using the police
and military to enforce their decisions. However, power need not involve the exercise of force or
compulsion; people often obey because they think it is in their interest to do so, they have no reason
to disobey or they fear punishment. Above all, people obey their government because it has
authority; its power is seen by people as rightfully held, as legitimate. People can grant their
government legitimacy because they have been socialized to do so; because there are processes,
such as elections, that enable them to choose and change their rulers; and because they believe that
their governing institutions operate justly. Politics is the process by which leaders are selected and
policy decisions are made and executed. It involves people and groups, both inside and outside of
government, engaged in deliberation and debate, disagreement and conflict, cooperation and
consensus and power struggles. In covering American government and politics, our text introduces
the intricacies of the Constitution, the complexities of federalism, the meanings of civil liberties and
the conflicts over civil rights; explains how people are socialized to politics, acquire and express
opinions and participate in political life; describes interest groups, political parties and elections?the
intermediaries that link people to government and politics; details the branches of government and
how they operate; and shows how policies are made and affect people?s lives. This textbook has
been used in classes at: Metropolitan College of New York, University of Central Oklahoma, Bucks
County Community College, University of South Carolina? Beaufort, Delaware County Community
College, Collin College? Spring Creek, Austin Community College? Northridge, Randolph College,
Columbia Gorge Community College, Central Christian College, Thomas More College, Orange Coast
College, San Bernardina Valley College, Southwestern College? Chula Vista, De Anza College,
Shasta College, Jacksonville University, Northeastern University, University of Baltimore, Southern
New Hampshire University, Seattle Central Community College, Edmonds Community College,
Minneapolis Community and Technical College, Brazosport College, Sul Ross State University,
Odessa College, California State University? Monterey Bay, University of Texas? Arlington, Chabot
College, Portland Community College? Cascade, Athens High School, Dalat International School,
Paradise Education Center, St. Teresa's Academy, South Broward High School, Academy of the
Sacred Heart, St. Ignatius College Preparatory, Henrico County Public Schools, Blue Ridge High
School, Newell High School, Southern New Hampshire University, American University in Bulgaria,
Miami Springs Senior High School, Seattle Central Community College, Milaca High School, Rock
Canyan High School, Media Arts Collaborative Charter School, Susan E. Wagner High School, St.
Monica's University, Chaminade-Madonna College Preparatory.
  american government and politics today: Government Is Good Douglas J. Amy, 2011 Why a
book defending government? Because for decades, right-wing forces in this country have engaged in
a relentless and irresponsible campaign of vicious government bashing. Conservatives and
libertarians have demonized government, attacked basic safety net programs like Medicare, and
undermined vital regulations that protect consumers, investors, workers, and the environment. This
book takes on this anti-government movement and shows that most of its criticisms of this institution
are highly exaggerated, misleading, or just plain wrong. In reality, American government - despite
its flaws - plays a valuable and indispensable role in promoting the public good. Most government
programs are working well and are actually improving the lives of Americans in innumerable ways.
Democratic government is a vital tool for making our world a better place; and if we want an
America that is prosperous, healthy, secure, well-educated, just, compassionate, and unpolluted, we
need a strong, active, and well-funded public sector. Part I: Why Government is Good. The section of
the book describes how government acts as a force for good in society. One chapter chronicles a day
in the life of an average middle-class American and identifies the myriad ways that government
programs improve our lives. Other chapters describe the forgotten achievements of government;
how government is the only way to effectively promote public values like justice and equality; and
how a free market economy would be impossible without the elaborate legal and regulatory
infrastructure provided by government. Part II: The War on Government. This section of the book



chronicles the unrelenting assault on government being waged by conservative forces in this
country. Chapters describe how cuts in social programs and rollbacks of regulations have harmed
the health, safety, and welfare of millions of Americans and how these assaults have taken place on
many fronts - in Congress, the administrative branch, and the federal courts, as well as on the state
and local level. Also addressed: how the right's radical anti-government agenda is out of touch with
the views and priorities of most Americans, and what the real truth is about government deficits.
Part III: How to Revitalize Democracy and Government. There are, in fact, some problems with
American government, and we need to address these if we are to restore Americans' faith in this
institution. One of the main problems with our government is that it is not accountable and
responsive enough to the public. Moneyed special interests too often win out over the public
interest. Chapters in this section describe this problem and how we can fix it. There are several
reforms - including public financing of elections - that could help our government live up to its
democratic ideals. The final chapter discusses strategies for building a pro-government coalition in
this country.
  american government and politics today: The Politics Industry Katherine M. Gehl, Michael E.
Porter, 2020-06-23 Leading political innovation activist Katherine Gehl and world-renowned
business strategist Michael Porter bring fresh perspective, deep scholarship, and a real and
actionable solution, Final Five Voting, to the grand challenge of our broken political and democratic
system. Final Five Voting has already been adopted in Alaska and is being advanced in states across
the country. The truth is, the American political system is working exactly how it is designed to
work, and it isn't designed or optimized today to work for us—for ordinary citizens. Most people
believe that our political system is a public institution with high-minded principles and impartial
rules derived from the Constitution. In reality, it has become a private industry dominated by a
textbook duopoly—the Democrats and the Republicans—and plagued and perverted by unhealthy
competition between the players. Tragically, it has therefore become incapable of delivering
solutions to America's key economic and social challenges. In fact, there's virtually no connection
between our political leaders solving problems and getting reelected. In The Politics Industry,
business leader and path-breaking political innovator Katherine Gehl and world-renowned business
strategist Michael Porter take a radical new approach. They ingeniously apply the tools of business
analysis—and Porter's distinctive Five Forces framework—to show how the political system functions
just as every other competitive industry does, and how the duopoly has led to the devastating
outcomes we see today. Using this competition lens, Gehl and Porter identify the most powerful
lever for change—a strategy comprised of a clear set of choices in two key areas: how our elections
work and how we make our laws. Their bracing assessment and practical recommendations cut
through the endless debate about various proposed fixes, such as term limits and campaign finance
reform. The result: true political innovation. The Politics Industry is an original and completely
nonpartisan guide that will open your eyes to the true dynamics and profound challenges of the
American political system and provide real solutions for reshaping the system for the benefit of all.
THE INSTITUTE FOR POLITICAL INNOVATION The authors will donate all royalties from the sale
of this book to the Institute for Political Innovation.
  american government and politics today: Can America Govern Itself? Frances E. Lee,
Nolan McCarty, 2019-06-20 Analyzes how rising party polarization, unequal representation, and
economic inequalities affect the performance of American governing institutions.
  american government and politics today: The Paranoid Style in American Politics
Richard Hofstadter, 2008-06-10 This timely reissue of Richard Hofstadter's classic work on the
fringe groups that influence American electoral politics offers an invaluable perspective on
contemporary domestic affairs.In The Paranoid Style in American Politics, acclaimed historian
Richard Hofstadter examines the competing forces in American political discourse and how fringe
groups can influence — and derail — the larger agendas of a political party. He investigates the
politics of the irrational, shedding light on how the behavior of individuals can seem out of
proportion with actual political issues, and how such behavior impacts larger groups. With such



other classic essays as “Free Silver and the Mind of 'Coin' Harvey” and “What Happened to the
Antitrust Movement?, ” The Paranoid Style in American Politics remains both a seminal text of
political history and a vital analysis of the ways in which political groups function in the United
States.
  american government and politics today: The Age of Acrimony Jon Grinspan, 2021-04-27 A
penetrating, character-filled history “in the manner of David McCullough” (WSJ), revealing the deep
roots of our tormented present-day politics. Democracy was broken. Or that was what many
Americans believed in the decades after the Civil War. Shaken by economic and technological
disruption, they sought safety in aggressive, tribal partisanship. The results were the loudest,
closest, most violent elections in U.S. history, driven by vibrant campaigns that drew our
highest-ever voter turnouts. At the century's end, reformers finally restrained this wild system,
trading away participation for civility in the process. They built a calmer, cleaner democracy, but
also a more distant one. Americans' voting rates crashed and never fully recovered. This is the origin
story of the “normal” politics of the 20th century. Only by exploring where that civility and restraint
came from can we understand what is happening to our democracy today. The Age of Acrimony
charts the rise and fall of 19th-century America's unruly politics through the lives of a remarkable
father-daughter dynasty. The radical congressman William “Pig Iron” Kelley and his fiery,
Progressive daughter Florence Kelley led lives packed with drama, intimately tied to their nation's
politics. Through their friendships and feuds, campaigns and crusades, Will and Florie trace the
narrative of a democracy in crisis. In telling the tale of what it cost to cool our republic, historian Jon
Grinspan reveals our divisive political system's enduring capacity to reinvent itself.
  american government and politics today: Leadership in American Politics Jeffery A.
Jenkins, Craig Volden, 2018-01-15 In the polarized governing environment of American politics
today, the problem of leadership becomes ever more pressing and ever more vexed. What defines
leadership, what determines its importance and effectiveness, and how does it differ from one
sphere of influence to another: these are the questions Leadership in American Politics addresses in
an effort to clarify the causes and consequences of the actions that public leaders take. The
authors—prominent scholars from the major subfields of American politics—discuss the form and
content of leadership in their areas of expertise across the spectrum of American government: the
executive, legislative, and judicial branches; political parties; interest groups; bureaucracies; the
states; and foreign policymaking. Combining historical, theoretical, and empirical approaches, their
essays evaluate the constraints, opportunities, and influence of leadership in each area, as well as
the challenges of bridging different realms. At a time when understanding the nature and limits of
leadership is more important than ever, this volume lays the groundwork for the systematic study of
leadership within and across American political institutions.
  american government and politics today: Government's Greatest Achievements Paul C.
Light, 2010-12-01 In an era of promises to create smaller, more limited government, Americans
often forget that the federal government has amassed an extraordinary record of successes over the
past half century. Despite seemingly insurmountable odds, it helped rebuild Europe after World War
II, conquered polio and other life-threatening diseases, faced down communism, attacked racial
discrimination, reduced poverty among the elderly, and put men on the moon. In Government's
Greatest Achievements, Paul C. Light explores the federal government's most successful
accomplishments over the previous five decades and anticipates the most significant challenges of
the next half century. While some successes have come through major legislation such as the 1965
Medicare Act, or large-scale efforts like the Apollo space program, most have been achieved through
collections of smaller, often unheralded statutes. Drawing on survey responses from 230 historians
and 220 political scientists at colleges and universities nationwide, Light ranks and summarizes the
fifty greatest government achievements from 1944 to 1999. The achievements were ranked based on
difficulty, importance, and degree of success. Through a series of twenty vignettes, he paints a vivid
picture of the most intense government efforts to improve the quality of life both at home and
abroad—from enhancing health care and workplace safety, to expanding home ownership, to



improving education, to protecting endangered species, to strengthening the national defense. The
book also examines how Americans perceive government's greatest achievements, and reveals what
they consider to be its most significant failures. America is now calling on the government to resolve
another complex, difficult problem: the defeat of terrorism. Light concludes by discussing this
enormous task, as well as government's other greatest priorities for the next fifty years.
  american government and politics today: A Necessary Evil Garry Wills, 2013-05-28 In A
Necessary Evil, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Garry Wills shows that distrust of government is
embedded deep in the American psyche. From the revolt of the colonies against king and parliament
to present-day tax revolts, militia movements, and debates about term limits, Wills shows that
American antigovernment sentiment is based on a fundamental misunderstanding of our history. By
debunking some of our fondest myths about the Founding Fathers, the Constitution, and the taming
of the frontier, Wills shows us how our tendency to hold our elected government in disdain is
misguided.
  american government and politics today: Federalism and the Making of America David
Brian Robertson, 2013-03-01 Though Americans rarely appreciate it, federalism has profoundly
shaped their nation’s past, present, and future. Federalism—the division of government authority
between the national government and the states—affects the prosperity, security, and daily life of
every American. In this nuanced and comprehensive overview, David Brian Robertson shows that
past choices shape present circumstances, and that a deep understanding of American government,
public policy, political processes, and society requires an understanding of the key steps in
federalism’s evolution in American history. The most spectacular political conflicts in American
history have been fought on the battlefield of federalism, including states’ rights to leave the union,
government power to regulate business, and responses to the problems of race, poverty, pollution,
abortion, and gay rights. Federalism helped fragment American politics, encourage innovation,
foster the American market economy, and place hurdles in the way of efforts to mitigate the
consequences of economic change. Federalism helped construct the path of American political
development. Federalism and the Making of America is a sorely needed text that treats the politics
of federalism systematically and accessibly, making it indispensible to all students and scholars of
American politics. Chosen as one of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 2012.
  american government and politics today: Covering Politics in a "Post-Truth" America
Susan B. Glasser, 2016-12-06 In a new Brookings Essay, Politico editor Susan Glasser chronicles
how political reporting has changed over the course of her career and reflects on the state of
independent journalism after the 2016 election. The Bookings Essay: In the spirit of its commitment
to higquality, independent research, the Brookings Institution has commissioned works on major
topics of public policy by distinguished authors, including Brookings scholars. The Brookings Essay
is a multi-platform product aimed to engage readers in open dialogue and debate. The views
expressed, however, are solely those of the author. Available in ebook only.
  american government and politics today: American Politics and Society David McKay,
2009-02-04 Completely revised and updated to take full account of the mostrecent and dramatic
changes in the nature of American government,the sixth edition provides a clear and concise
introduction to USpolitics for all students of political science and Americanstudies. Explains,
analyses and interprets the processes of USgovernment and, crucially, appraises them from a
non-USperspective. Includes commentary on the 2004 presidentialelection. Fills in the social
background to American political andeconomic life, preparing the ground for the central discussion
ofthe book: the institutions of the federal government, Congress, theSupreme Court and the
Constitution, the federal system, thePresidency, the party bandwagons and the electoral system.
Reduced emphasis on limited government and greater emphasis onforeign and domestic policy
linked into the War on Terror. Reworkedthroughout to reflect recent developments, with two
completely newchapters on The Media and American Politics, and The SecurityState. Supported by a
website, www.blackwellpublishing.com/mckay,including information on the book; its detailed
contents; theauthor; controversies; sample chapters; selected tables; relatedtitles; and links to other



web resources. It will be regularlyupdated to ensure teachers and students have access to the
mostrecent data.
  american government and politics today: Who Wants to Run? Andrew B. Hall, 2019-04-02
The growing ideological gulf between Democrats and Republicans is one of the biggest issues in
American politics today. Our legislatures, composed of members from two sharply disagreeing
parties, are struggling to function as the founders intended them to. If we want to reduce the
ideological gulf in our legislatures, we must first understand what has caused it to widen so much
over the past forty years. Andrew B. Hall argues that we have missed one of the most important
reasons for this ideological gulf: the increasing reluctance of moderate citizens to run for office.
While political scientists, journalists, and pundits have largely focused on voters, worried that they
may be too partisan, too uninformed to vote for moderate candidates, or simply too extreme in their
own political views, Hall argues that our political system discourages moderate candidates from
seeking office in the first place. Running for office has rarely been harder than it is in America today,
and the costs dissuade moderates more than extremists. Candidates have to wage ceaseless
campaigns, dialing for dollars for most of their waking hours while enduring relentless news and
social media coverage. When moderate candidates are unwilling to run, voters do not even have the
opportunity to send them to office. To understand what is wrong with our legislatures, then, we need
to ask ourselves the question: who wants to run? If we want more moderate legislators, we need to
make them a better job offer.
  american government and politics today: Corporations and American Democracy Naomi
R. Lamoreaux, William J. Novak, 2017-05-08 Recent U.S. Supreme Court decisions in Citizens United
and other high-profile cases have sparked passionate disagreement about the proper role of
corporations in American democracy. Partisans on both sides have made bold claims, often with little
basis in historical facts. Bringing together leading scholars of history, law, and political science,
Corporations and American Democracy provides the historical and intellectual grounding necessary
to put today’s corporate policy debates in proper context. From the nation’s founding to the present,
Americans have regarded corporations with ambivalence—embracing their potential to revolutionize
economic life and yet remaining wary of their capacity to undermine democratic institutions.
Although corporations were originally created to give businesses and other associations special legal
rights and privileges, historically they were denied many of the constitutional protections afforded
flesh-and-blood citizens. This comprehensive volume covers a range of topics, including the origins
of corporations in English and American law, the historical shift from special charters to general
incorporation, the increased variety of corporations that this shift made possible, and the roots of
modern corporate regulation in the Progressive Era and New Deal. It also covers the evolution of
judicial views of corporate rights, particularly since corporations have become the form of choice for
an increasing variety of nonbusiness organizations, including political advocacy groups. Ironically, in
today’s global economy the decline of large, vertically integrated corporations—the type of
corporation that past reform movements fought so hard to regulate—poses some of the newest
challenges to effective government oversight of the economy.
  american government and politics today: Who Rules America Now? G. William Domhoff,
1986 The author is convinced that there is a ruling class in America today. He examines the
American power structure as it has developed in the 1980s. He presents systematic, empirical
evidence that a fixed group of privileged people dominates the American economy and government.
The book demonstrates that an upper class comprising only one-half of one percent of the population
occupies key positions within the corporate community. It shows how leaders within this power elite
reach government and dominate it through processes of special-interest lobbying, policy planning
and candidate selection. It is written not to promote any political ideology, but to analyze our society
with accuracy.
  american government and politics today: California Jeff Cummins, David G. Lawrence,
2019-08-19 CALIFORNIA: THE POLITICS OF DIVERSITY, 10th Edition, explores the uniqueness and
excitement of California's political environment through two key themes: diversity and



hyperpluralism. Experienced educators with backgrounds in state and local government, Lawrence
and Cummins bring an informed, insightful perspective to the examination of the numerous
pressures that make governing the state increasingly challenging. This edition offers new
pedagogical features that drive home significant developments and events in California politics. The
text is also written in an easily accessible way that provides examples particularly interesting to
students. The new edition covers the final years in office of former Governor Jerry Brown and
provides insight on newly-elected Governor Gavin Newsom’s administration. It also provides
updated analysis of the state’s major policy areas, including water, housing, transportation, health
care, K-12 education, higher education and climate change. No other textbook on California politics
offers as much coverage and in-depth analysis of the state’s political development and institutions
that have shaped the Golden State into what it is today.
  american government and politics today: American Government and Politics Today Steffen
W. Schmidt, Mack C. Shelley, Barbara A. Bardes, 2001-05-01 This thoroughly updated edition of
Schmidt, Shelley, and Bardes' popular text offers balanced, unbiased, comprehensive, and up-to-date
coverage of constitutional, governmental, political, social, and economic structures and processes.
The book's overriding theme is the importance of informed active citizenship, and the extensive
pedagogy underscores this theme by soliciting critical thinking about political issues and
encouraging students to become involved in the political process. With keen awareness of its
audience, AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS TODAY incorporates current examples, the
Internet, and other media to stimulate learning and excitement about American government. This
truly interactive text gives students more than reading material; it gives them tools to become good
citizens.
  american government and politics today: Uncivil Agreement Lilliana Mason, 2018-04-16 The
psychology behind political partisanship: “The kind of research that will change not just how you
think about the world but how you think about yourself.” —Ezra Klein, Vox Political polarization in
America has moved beyond disagreements about matters of policy. For the first time in decades,
research has shown that members of both parties hold strongly unfavorable views of their
opponents. This is polarization rooted in social identity, and it is growing. The campaign and election
of Donald Trump laid bare this fact of the American electorate, its successful rhetoric of “us versus
them” tapping into a powerful current of anger and resentment. With Uncivil Agreement, Lilliana
Mason looks at the growing social gulf across racial, religious, and cultural lines, which have
recently come to divide neatly between the two major political parties. She argues that group
identifications have changed the way we think and feel about ourselves and our opponents. Even
when Democrats and Republicans can agree on policy outcomes, they tend to view one other with
distrust and to work for party victory over all else. Although the polarizing effects of social divisions
have simplified our electoral choices and increased political engagement, they have not been a force
that is, on balance, helpful for American democracy. Bringing together theory from political science
and social psychology, Uncivil Agreement clearly describes this increasingly “social” type of
polarization, and adds much to our understanding of contemporary politics.
  american government and politics today: Why Americans Hate Politics E.J. Dionne, 2004-06
One of our shrewdest political observers traces thirty years of volatile political history and finds that
on point after point, liberals and conservatives are framing issues as a series of false choices,
making it impossible for politicians to solve problems, and alienating voters in the process.
  american government and politics today: Cheap Speech Richard L. Hasen, 2022-03-08 An
informed and practical road map for controlling disinformation, embracing free speech, saving
American elections, and protecting democracy A fresh, persuasive and deeply disturbing overview of
the baleful and dangerous impact on the nation of widely disseminated false speech on social media.
Richard Hasen, the country’s leading expert about election law, has written this book with flair and
clarity.”—Floyd Abrams, author of The Soul of the First Amendment What can be done consistent
with the First Amendment to ensure that American voters can make informed election decisions and
hold free elections amid a flood of virally spread disinformation and the collapse of local news



reporting? How should American society counter the actions of people like former President Donald
J. Trump, who used social media to convince millions of his followers to doubt the integrity of U.S.
elections and helped foment a violent insurrection? What can we do to minimize disinformation
campaigns aimed at suppressing voter turnout? With piercing insight into the current debates over
free speech, censorship, and Big Tech’s responsibilities, Richard L. Hasen proposes legal and social
measures to restore Americans’ access to reliable information on which democracy depends. In an
era when quack COVID treatments and bizarre QAnon theories have entered mainstream, this book
explains how to assure both freedom of ideas and a commitment to truth.
  american government and politics today: Disconnect Morris P. Fiorina, Samuel J. Abrams,
2012-11-09 Red states, blue states . . . are we no longer the United States? Morris P. Fiorina here
examines today’s party system to reassess arguments about party polarization while offering a
cogent overview of the American electorate. Building on the arguments of Fiorina’s acclaimed
Culture War? The Myth of a Polarized America, this book explains how contemporary politics differs
from that of previous eras and considers what might be done to overcome the unproductive politics
of recent decades. Drawing on polling results and other data, Fiorina examines the disconnect
between an unrepresentative “political class” and the citizenry it purports to represent, showing
how politicians have become more polarized while voters remain moderate; how politicians’ rhetoric
and activities reflect hot-button issues that are not public priorities; and how politicians’ dogmatic,
divisive, and uncivil style of “debate” contrasts with the more civil discourse of ordinary Americans,
who tend to be more polite and open to compromise than their leaders. Disconnect depicts
politicians out of touch with the larger public, distorting issues and information to appeal to narrow
interest groups. It can help readers better understand the political divide between leaders and the
American public—and help steer a course for change.
  american government and politics today: How America Lost Its Mind Thomas E.
Patterson, 2019-10-03 Americans are losing touch with reality. On virtually every issue, from climate
change to immigration, tens of millions of Americans have opinions and beliefs wildly at odds with
fact, rendering them unable to think sensibly about politics. In How America Lost Its Mind, Thomas
E. Patterson explains the rise of a world of “alternative facts” and the slow-motion cultural and
political calamity unfolding around us. We don’t have to search far for the forces that are misleading
us and tearing us apart: politicians for whom division is a strategy; talk show hosts who have made
an industry of outrage; news outlets that wield conflict as a marketing tool; and partisan
organizations and foreign agents who spew disinformation to advance a cause, make a buck, or
simply amuse themselves. The consequences are severe. How America Lost Its Mind maps a political
landscape convulsed with distrust, gridlock, brinksmanship, petty feuding, and deceptive messaging.
As dire as this picture is, and as unlikely as immediate relief might be, Patterson sees a way forward
and underscores its urgency. A call to action, his book encourages us to wrest institutional power
from ideologues and disruptors and entrust it to sensible citizens and leaders, to restore our
commitment to mutual tolerance and restraint, to cleanse the Internet of fake news and
disinformation, and to demand a steady supply of trustworthy and relevant information from our
news sources. As philosopher Hannah Arendt wrote decades ago, the rise of demagogues is abetted
by “people for whom the distinction between fact and fiction, true and false, no longer exists.” In
How America Lost Its Mind, Thomas E. Patterson makes a passionate case for fully and fiercely
engaging on the side of truth and mutual respect in our present arms race between fact and fake,
unity and division, civility and incivility.
  american government and politics today: The Lost Soul of American Politics John P.
Diggins, 1986-08-15 The Lost Soul of American Politics is a provocative new interpretation of
American political thought from the Founding Fathers to the Neo-Conservatives. Reassessing the
motives and intentions of such great political thinkers as Madison, Thoreau, Lincoln, and Emerson,
John P. Diggins shows how these men struggled to create an alliance between the politics of
self-interest and a religious sense of moral responsibility—a tension that still troubles us today.
  american government and politics today: American Politics Today David T. Canon, William T.



Bianco, Edward J. Harpham, Anthony Champagne, 2013-02-21 All the tools students need to
understand American politics--with 9 chapters on Texas government and politics.
  american government and politics today: Democracy and Dysfunction Sanford Levinson,
Jack M. Balkin, 2019-04-16 It is no longer controversial that the American political system has
become deeply dysfunctional. Today, only slightly more than a quarter of Americans believe the
country is heading in the right direction, while sixty-three percent believe we are on a downward
slope. The top twenty words used to describe the past year include “chaotic,” “turbulent,” and
“disastrous.” Donald Trump’s improbable rise to power and his 2016 Electoral College victory placed
America’s political dysfunction in an especially troubling light, but given the extreme polarization of
contemporary politics, the outlook would have been grim even if Hillary Clinton had won. The
greatest upset in American presidential history is only a symptom of deeper problems of political
culture and constitutional design. Democracy and Dysfunction brings together two of the leading
constitutional law scholars of our time, Sanford Levinson and Jack M. Balkin, in an urgently needed
conversation that seeks to uncover the underlying causes of our current crisis and their meaning for
American democracy. In a series of letters exchanged over a period of two years, Levinson and
Balkin travel—along with the rest of the country—through the convulsions of the 2016 election and
Trump’s first year in office. They disagree about the scope of the crisis and the remedy required.
Levinson believes that our Constitution is fundamentally defective and argues for a new
constitutional convention, while Balkin, who believes we are suffering from constitutional rot, argues
that there are less radical solutions. As it becomes dangerously clear that Americans—and the
world—will be living with the consequences of this pivotal period for many years to come, it is
imperative that we understand how we got here—and how we might forestall the next demagogue
who will seek to beguile the American public.
  american government and politics today: Congressional Record United States. Congress,
1968
  american government and politics today: Contemporary American Politics and Society
Robert Singh, 2002-11-14 Contemporary American Politics provides a comprehensive introduction to
the most salient topics of debate in contemporary American politics and society today. The text
introduces and explains the history, nature and underlying issues to the key areas of political
division and conflict in America′s on-going `culture war′, including, abortion, gun control, capital
punishment, pornography, gay rights and drugs. All students will gain a deeper and critical
understanding of how this powerful set of concerns continue to underpin and shape the fundamental
divisions informing American domestic politics at local, state and federal levels. Completely
up-to-date and featuring chapter summaries, exhibit boxes, discussion questions, weblinks and
further reading guides, Contemporary American Politics offers a lively and accessible text that will
be essential reading for all students of American politics and society. Robert Singh is a lecturer in
politics at Birkbeck College, London. Contemporary American Politics: Issues and Controversies is a
companion text to the foundation textbook American Government and Politics: A Concise
Introduction also published by SAGE. `In this volume the political scientist Robert Singh has
selected and analyzed closely a set of topical issues and controversies in American politics -
including gun control, capital punishment and cultural wars - as a way better to understand the
United States. The result is an excellent text which conveys both the diversity of contemporary
America and the complexity of issues often treated superficially in media accounts. I recommend the
book highly′ - Desmond King, Mellon Professor of American Government, University of Oxford `Rob
Singh is a master of style, and his book is the perfect companion for those who are interested in
America′s culture wars but hitherto have been put off by the execrable jargon they have spawned′ -
Rhodri Jeffreys-Jones, Professor of American History, University of Edinburgh `For those who still
believe that politics is normally, naturally, about economics, Rob Singh has gathered the evidence
and dialed the wake-up call: seven major instances of an ongoing culture war meet a common
analytic framework here in a lively and informative fashion′ - Byron E Shafer, University of
Wisconsin `For the student this is the perfect complement to a textbook. American politics is not just



about institutions and processes, but also about current political issues and debates. Robert Singh′s
interesting book illuminates a range of social and cultural issues that divide Americans in the 21st
century. All undergraduate courses on American politics should include it on reading lists for
seminars, tutorials and classes′ - Alan Ware, Worcester College, Oxford
  american government and politics today: The Politics of Petulance Alan Wolfe, 2018-10-03
How did we get into this mess? Every morning, many Americans ask this as, with a cringe, they pick
up their phones and look to see what terrible thing President Trump has just said or done.
Regardless of what he’s complaining about or whom he’s attacking, a second question comes hard
on the heels of the first: How on earth do we get out of this? Alan Wolfe has an answer. In The
Politics of Petulance he argues that the core of our problem isn’t Trump himself—it’s that we are
mired in an age of political immaturity. That immaturity is not grounded in any one ideology, nor is it
a function of age or education. It’s in an abdication of valuing the character of would-be leaders; it’s
in a failure to acknowledge, even welcome the complexity of government and society; and it’s in a
loss of the ability to be skeptical without being suspicious. In 2016, many Americans were offered
tantalizingly simple answers to complicated problems, and, like children being offered a lunch of Pop
Rocks and Coke, they reflexively—and mindlessly—accepted. The good news, such as it is, is that
we’ve been here before. Wolfe reminds us that we know how to grow up and face down Trump and
other demagogues. Wolfe reinvigorates the tradition of public engagement exemplified by
midcentury intellectuals such as Richard Hofstadter, Reinhold Niebuhr, and Lionel Trilling—and he
draws lessons from their battles with McCarthyism and conspiratorial paranoia. Wolfe mounts a
powerful case that we can learn from them to forge a new path for political intervention today. Wolfe
has been thinking and writing about American life and politics for decades. He sees this moment as
one of real risk. But he’s not throwing up his hands; he’s bracing us. We’ve faced demagogues
before. We can find the intellectual maturity to fight back. Yes we can.
  american government and politics today: Insecure Majorities Frances E. Lee, 2016-08-23
“[A] tour de force. Building upon her argument in Beyond Ideology, she adds an important wrinkle
into the current divide between the parties in Congress.” —Perspectives on Politics As Democrats
and Republicans continue to vie for political advantage, Congress remains paralyzed by partisan
conflict. That the last two decades have seen some of the least productive Congresses in recent
history is usually explained by the growing ideological gulf between the parties, but this explanation
misses another fundamental factor influencing the dynamic. In contrast to politics through most of
the twentieth century, the contemporary Democratic and Republican parties compete for control of
Congress at relative parity, and this has dramatically changed the parties’ incentives and strategies
in ways that have driven the contentious partisanship characteristic of contemporary American
politics. With Insecure Majorities, Frances E. Lee offers a controversial new perspective on the rise
of congressional party conflict, showing how the shift in competitive circumstances has had a
profound impact on how Democrats and Republicans interact. Beginning in the 1980s, most
elections since have offered the prospect of a change of party control. Lee shows, through an
impressive range of interviews and analysis, how competition for control of the government drives
members of both parties to participate in actions that promote their own party’s image and undercut
that of the opposition, including the perpetual hunt for issues that can score political points by
putting the opposing party on the wrong side of public opinion. More often than not, this strategy
stands in the way of productive bipartisan cooperation—and it is also unlikely to change as long as
control of the government remains within reach for both parties.
  american government and politics today: American Government in Black and White
Paula Denice McClain, Steven C. Tauber, 2021-02-03 American Government in Black and White:
Diversity and Democracy, Fifth Edition, covers all of the standard topics found in an Introduction to
American Government text while also speaking to today's students who want to examine how racial
inequality has shaped-and will continue to shape-who we are and what we believe. Authors Paula D.
McClain and Steven C. Tauber address issues of inequality in major facets of American government,
including the U.S. Constitution, key political institutions, and the making of public policy. Engaging



the original voices of racial and ethnic actors in our nation's history, the text shows how to measure
and evaluate the importance of equality in America, from its founding up to today--
  american government and politics today: Studying Politics Today Nancy S. Love, Mark
Mattern, 2018-09-27 This book examines what political scientists are studying - and how they are
doing it - in ways that could improve our world. It features scholars in political science and related
fields, who are engaged in research that is more politically relevant than the work that continues to
dominate the larger discipline. Their shared commitment to make the study of politics relevant to
the struggle for a better world represents the continuing legacy of the Caucus for a New Political
Science, founded in 1967, and the perestroika movement that began in 2000. Both have challenged
the defining commitments of political science as a discipline to narrow, parochial, and apolitical
approaches to the study of politics. Although the balance of disciplinary critique and alternative
approach varies from chapter to chapter, all of the authors included here offer innovative and
progressive perspectives on the study of politics today. Topics include: critiques of mainstream
political science methods and models; redefinitions of key concepts and major institutions;
reconstructions of the borders, subjects, and spaces of politics; and reflections on the ethical
commitments of scholars and scholarly journals. This book was published as a special issue of New
Political Science: A Journal of Politics and Culture.
  american government and politics today: US Politics Today Edward Ashbee, Nigel Ashford,
1999 This volume offers a broad introduction to US government. As well as looking at institutions
such as the Presidency, Congress and the Supreme Court, the book looks at the social and cultural
context within which political issues are discussed. It also surveys controversies and arguments.
Should, for example, the institutions created in the US constitution be seen as too weak or too
strong? Can the US still be seen as a federal nation, or are all significant decisions taken in
Washington, DC? Is the American law-making process in the grip of lobbyists. The book also includes
ways of taking the subject further by listing follow-up reading, identifying useful Internet sites and
providing a guide to relevant cinema films.
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