
a storm of swords book

a storm of swords book is a captivating installment in George R.R. Martin’s A Song of Ice and Fire series,
renowned for its complex characters, unpredictable plot twists, and immersive world-building. This article
explores everything you need to know about the book: its place in the series, a detailed plot summary, analysis
of key characters, major themes, the impact it’s had on fantasy literature, and how it connects with television
adaptations. Whether you’re a longtime fan or new to the series, you’ll discover insightful information about
the book’s narrative style, reception, and why it remains a favorite among readers. Continue reading to uncover
the intricate details of A Storm of Swords and its legacy in modern fantasy.
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Overview of A Storm of Swords Book

A Storm of Swords book is the third volume in the acclaimed A Song of Ice and Fire series by George R.R. Martin.
Published in 2000, it continues the epic saga set in the Seven Kingdoms of Westeros, where noble houses vie for
power and survival. The book is recognized for its intricate storytelling, morally complex characters, and
shocking plot developments. It builds upon the events of the previous books, A Game of Thrones and A Clash of
Kings, expanding the narrative scope and deepening the intrigue. With over 1,100 pages in most editions, A Storm
of Swords stands as one of the longest and most detailed entries in the series, delivering unforgettable
moments and significant turning points for the story.

The novel is divided into multiple character-centric chapters, each offering a unique perspective on the
unfolding events. Martin’s signature style of unpredictable twists and nuanced character arcs is on full
display, making this book a must-read for fantasy enthusiasts. The story’s complexity and depth have
contributed to its enduring popularity and influence within the genre.

Plot Summary and Structure

Story Progression and Major Events

A Storm of Swords book picks up after the tumultuous events of A Clash of Kings, thrusting readers into a
landscape rife with war and betrayal. The War of the Five Kings rages, with Robb Stark, Stannis Baratheon,
Joffrey Baratheon, Renly Baratheon (posthumously), and Balon Greyjoy continuing their struggle for the Iron
Throne. The plot unfolds through the eyes of key characters, including Jon Snow, Tyrion Lannister, Arya



Stark, and Daenerys Targaryen, each facing perilous journeys and moral dilemmas.

The infamous Red Wedding, a shocking massacre that changes the Stark family’s fate.

The trial and eventual murder of King Joffrey Baratheon.

Daenerys Targaryen’s rise to power in Slaver’s Bay.

Jon Snow’s infiltration and leadership struggles within the Night’s Watch and among the Wildlings.

Tyrion Lannister’s personal turmoil and dramatic role in the aftermath of regicide.

The book’s structure relies on point-of-view chapters, a hallmark of Martin’s writing. This approach provides
an immersive look into the minds and motivations of the characters, making each storyline distinct yet
interconnected.

Major Characters and Their Development

Central Figures and Their Journeys

A Storm of Swords book is notable for its deep character development. The story highlights the
transformation of several major figures as they confront adversity and make pivotal choices.

Jon Snow: Faces the harsh realities of leadership at the Wall and among the Wildlings, struggling with1.
loyalty and identity.

Tyrion Lannister: Endures personal loss and political intrigue, emerging as a more hardened and2.
resourceful figure.

Daenerys Targaryen: Grows into a formidable leader, confronting challenges in her quest to free slaves3.
and build an army.

Arya Stark: Navigates survival and vengeance, developing resilience and resourcefulness.4.

Robb Stark: Faces the consequences of youthful decisions and betrayal, culminating in the Red Wedding.5.

Secondary characters such as Sansa Stark, Jaime Lannister, and Brienne of Tarth also experience significant
growth, with their arcs adding depth to the overall narrative. The diverse cast ensures that every reader finds
a perspective or storyline to connect with.

Key Themes in A Storm of Swords

Power, Betrayal, and Morality

A Storm of Swords book explores several key themes that define the series and set it apart from traditional
fantasy novels. Power struggles are at the heart of the story, depicted through battles, political
maneuvering, and personal sacrifice.



Betrayal is a recurring motif, with the Red Wedding serving as the most notorious example. The book delves
into the consequences of loyalty and treachery, illustrating how personal and political decisions ripple
through families and kingdoms. Morality is another central theme, as characters are forced to choose between
personal values and survival in an unforgiving world.

Family and Identity

The importance of family, lineage, and identity is woven throughout the narrative. Characters grapple with
their heritage, responsibilities, and the expectations placed upon them. The book examines how identity shapes
decisions and influences the trajectory of each character’s journey.

Influence on Fantasy Literature

Legacy and Impact

A Storm of Swords book has left a lasting mark on the fantasy genre. Its complex characters, realistic
depiction of medieval politics, and willingness to subvert expectations have inspired countless authors and
readers. George R.R. Martin’s approach to storytelling, which emphasizes moral ambiguity and the consequences
of choices, has become a benchmark for modern epic fantasy.

The book’s legacy is evident in the proliferation of “grimdark” fantasy, which adopts a similar tone of realism
and unpredictability. Its influence extends beyond literature, impacting television, gaming, and popular culture.

Critical Reception and Awards

Reviews and Honors

Upon its release, A Storm of Swords book received widespread acclaim for its intricate plotting and emotional
intensity. Critics praised Martin’s ability to maintain suspense and deliver genuine surprises. The novel was
nominated for several prestigious awards, including the Locus Award for Best Fantasy Novel, and it remains
one of the most highly regarded entries in the series.

Readers have consistently lauded the book’s memorable scenes and character-driven narrative, cementing its
reputation as a standout in contemporary fantasy fiction.

Connection to Television Adaptation

Game of Thrones Series

Much of A Storm of Swords book was adapted into the third and fourth seasons of the HBO television series
Game of Thrones. Key events such as the Red Wedding, the trial of Tyrion Lannister, and Daenerys’s conquest of
Slaver’s Bay were brought to life on screen, reaching a global audience.

The adaptation contributed to the book’s popularity, introducing its twists and characters to millions of
viewers. While some details were altered for dramatic effect, the core narrative and major moments remained
faithful to Martin’s vision.



Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the main plot of A Storm of Swords book?
A: The main plot centers on the ongoing War of the Five Kings, the fallout from previous conflicts, and the
personal journeys of key characters like Jon Snow, Tyrion Lannister, Arya Stark, and Daenerys Targaryen. The
story is known for its dramatic twists, including the Red Wedding and the death of King Joffrey.

Q: Who are the most important characters in A Storm of Swords book?
A: Major characters include Jon Snow, Tyrion Lannister, Daenerys Targaryen, Arya Stark, Robb Stark, Sansa
Stark, Jaime Lannister, and Brienne of Tarth. Each character undergoes significant development and faces unique
challenges.

Q: What are the key themes explored in A Storm of Swords book?
A: The book explores themes of power, betrayal, morality, family, identity, and the consequences of choices.
These themes are reflected in the characters’ actions and the political landscape of Westeros.

Q: How does A Storm of Swords book differ from previous books in the
series?
A: A Storm of Swords is longer, more complex, and features some of the most shocking and memorable events in
the series. The character arcs are deeper, and the stakes are higher, making it a pivotal installment.

Q: Was A Storm of Swords book adapted for television?
A: Yes, most of the book’s major events were adapted into the third and fourth seasons of HBO’s Game of
Thrones, including the Red Wedding and King Joffrey’s death.

Q: What is the significance of the Red Wedding in A Storm of Swords book?
A: The Red Wedding is a notorious event in which several key characters are betrayed and killed, dramatically
altering the power dynamics in Westeros. It is widely regarded as one of the most shocking moments in fantasy
literature.

Q: Are there any awards associated with A Storm of Swords book?
A: The book was nominated for the Locus Award for Best Fantasy Novel and received critical acclaim from
both reviewers and readers.

Q: How does George R.R. Martin’s writing style affect the story in A Storm
of Swords book?
A: Martin’s use of multiple point-of-view chapters allows for a multifaceted narrative, providing insight into
each character’s motivations and deepening the complexity of the story.



Q: What is the legacy of A Storm of Swords book in fantasy literature?
A: The book’s realism, unpredictability, and character-driven storytelling have influenced many works in the
fantasy genre, setting a new standard for epic fantasy series.

Q: How does A Storm of Swords book contribute to the overall story of
A Song of Ice and Fire?
A: It serves as a turning point for many characters and plotlines, setting the stage for future conflicts and
developments in the saga.
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A Storm of Swords Book: A Deep Dive into George R.R.
Martin's Masterpiece

Are you ready to plunge into the heart of Westeros and experience one of the most pivotal moments
in the epic saga of A Song of Ice and Fire? This comprehensive guide to A Storm of Swords, the third
book in George R.R. Martin's acclaimed series, will dissect its complex plot, unforgettable
characters, and lasting impact on fantasy literature. We’ll explore its key themes, analyze pivotal
battles, and uncover the hidden depths that make this book a cornerstone of the series. Get ready to
delve into the whirlwind that is A Storm of Swords.

The Red Wedding and its Devastating Aftermath

Perhaps the most infamous event in all of fantasy literature, the Red Wedding, casts a long shadow
over A Storm of Swords. This shocking betrayal shatters the fragile peace and leaves the reader
reeling. But the impact goes far beyond a single scene. It fundamentally alters the power dynamics
of Westeros, forcing characters to re-evaluate their alliances and strategies.

The political ramifications: The Red Wedding doesn't just kill characters; it dismantles carefully
constructed alliances and sets the stage for a brutal power struggle in the aftermath. Consider how
the deaths affect Robb Stark's campaign, the Lannister's control, and the ambitions of other houses.
Character development: The event profoundly shapes the surviving characters, driving them toward
revenge, despair, or unexpected alliances. This pivotal moment forces characters to confront their
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own vulnerabilities and make difficult choices.
Narrative impact: The Red Wedding is a masterclass in narrative subversion. Martin expertly builds
suspense and then delivers a gut-wrenching twist that forces the reader to confront the brutal
realities of his world.

Beyond the Red Wedding: Key Plotlines and Character Arcs

While the Red Wedding dominates much of the narrative, A Storm of Swords is brimming with other
captivating storylines:

Daenerys Targaryen's rise in Essos: This book sees Daenerys's transformation from a frightened
young woman to a formidable leader, forging alliances and commanding armies. Her journey is a
powerful testament to resilience and the complexities of power. We see her navigate political
intrigue, brutal battles, and the moral ambiguities of leadership.
The evolving game of thrones in Westeros: The various power struggles throughout the Seven
Kingdoms intensify. The Lannisters consolidate their power, but face increasing challenges from
various factions. Tyrion Lannister's role as Hand of the King becomes increasingly complicated.
Jon Snow's journey beyond the Wall: Jon faces his own challenges, navigating the treacherous
political landscape of the Night's Watch and confronting the growing threat from the wildlings.

#### Exploring the Themes of Power, Betrayal, and Morality

A Storm of Swords is more than just a thrilling adventure; it’s a deeply insightful exploration of
human nature. The book delves into the complexities of power, showcasing its corrupting influence
and the lengths to which people will go to achieve it. Betrayal is another recurring theme,
highlighting the fragility of trust and the devastating consequences of broken alliances. Finally, the
book forces the reader to confront difficult moral dilemmas, blurring the lines between good and
evil.

The Literary Significance of A Storm of Swords

A Storm of Swords significantly impacted the fantasy genre. Its unflinching portrayal of violence and
morally grey characters challenged the traditional tropes of heroic fantasy. The book's popularity
helped to elevate the genre to a new level of literary respectability. The intricate plotting, well-
developed characters, and exploration of complex themes solidified its place as a modern classic.

Why A Storm of Swords Remains a Must-Read

A Storm of Swords is not just a good book; it's a crucial piece of a larger puzzle. Its impact



reverberates throughout the rest of the series, making it essential reading for any fan of epic
fantasy. Its memorable characters, shocking twists, and exploration of complex themes will leave a
lasting impression, long after you’ve turned the final page. The sheer scale of the narrative, the
emotional depth of the characters, and the brilliance of the storytelling make it a truly unforgettable
reading experience.

Conclusion:

A Storm of Swords is a literary landmark, a cornerstone of modern fantasy literature. Its intricate
plot, unforgettable characters, and shocking twists make it a must-read for any fantasy fan. This
book is not for the faint of heart; it's a brutal, beautiful, and unforgettable journey through the heart
of Westeros.

FAQs:

1. Is A Storm of Swords suitable for all ages? No, due to its graphic violence and mature themes, it's
recommended for mature readers.

2. How does A Storm of Swords compare to the other books in the series? It’s often considered one
of the strongest books in the series, praised for its pacing and impactful events.

3. What are the key differences between the book and the HBO series? While the series adapts many
key plot points, significant changes and omissions are made.

4. What should I read next after finishing A Storm of Swords? Continue the saga with A Feast for
Crows and A Dance with Dragons.

5. Where can I buy A Storm of Swords? You can find it at most bookstores, both online and physical,
as well as libraries.

  a storm of swords book: A Storm of Swords: Part 2 Blood and Gold (A Song of Ice and
Fire, Book 3) George R.R. Martin, 2011-06-02 HBO’s hit series A GAME OF THRONES is based on
George R R Martin’s internationally bestselling series A SONG OF ICE AND FIRE, the greatest
fantasy epic of the modern age. A STORM OF SWORDS: BLOOD AND GOLD is the SECOND part of
the third volume in the series. ‘Colossal, staggering . . . one of the greats’ SFX
  a storm of swords book: George R. R. Martin's a Game of Thrones 5-Book Boxed Set (Song of
Ice and Fire Series) George R. R. Martin, 2013-10-29 Perfect for fans of HBO's Game of Thrones--a
boxed set featuring the first five novels! An immersive entertainment experience unlike any other, A
Song of Ice and Fire has earned George R. R. Martin--dubbed the American Tolkien by Time
magazine--international acclaim and millions of loyal readers. Now here is the entire monumental
cycle: A GAME OF THRONES A CLASH OF KINGS A STORM OF SWORDS A FEAST FOR CROWS A
DANCE WITH DRAGONS One of the best series in the history of fantasy.--Los Angeles Times Winter
is coming. Such is the stern motto of House Stark, the northernmost of the fiefdoms that owe
allegiance to King Robert Baratheon in far-off King's Landing. There Eddard Stark of Winterfell rules
in Robert's name. There his family dwells in peace and comfort: his proud wife, Catelyn; his sons
Robb, Brandon, and Rickon; his daughters Sansa and Arya; and his bastard son, Jon Snow. Far to the
north, behind the towering Wall, lie savage Wildings and worse--unnatural things relegated to myth
during the centuries-long summer, but proving all too real and all too deadly in the turning of the



season. Yet a more immediate threat lurks to the south, where Jon Arryn, the Hand of the King, has
died under mysterious circumstances. Now Robert is riding north to Winterfell, bringing his queen,
the lovely but cold Cersei, his son, the cruel, vainglorious Prince Joffrey, and the queen's brothers
Jaime and Tyrion of the powerful and wealthy House Lannister--the first a swordsman without equal,
the second a dwarf whose stunted stature belies a brilliant mind. All are heading for Winterfell and a
fateful encounter that will change the course of kingdoms. Meanwhile, across the Narrow Sea,
Prince Viserys, heir of the fallen House Targaryen, which once ruled all of Westeros, schemes to
reclaim the throne with an army of barbarian Dothraki--whose loyalty he will purchase in the only
coin left to him: his beautiful yet innocent sister, Daenerys. Long live George Martin . . . a literary
dervish, enthralled by complicated characters and vivid language, and bursting with the wild vision
of the very best tale tellers.--The New York Times
  a storm of swords book: A Game of Thrones 4-Book Bundle George R. R. Martin, 2011-03-22
The perfect gift for fans of HBO's Game of Thrones—a boxed set featuring the first four novels!
George R. R. Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire series has become, in many ways, the gold standard for
modern epic fantasy. Martin—dubbed the American Tolkien by Time magazine—has created a world
that is as rich and vital as any piece of historical fiction, set in an age of knights and chivalry and
filled with a plethora of fascinating, multidimensional characters that you love, hate to love, or love
to hate as they struggle for control of a divided kingdom. This bundle includes the following novels:
A GAME OF THRONES A CLASH OF KINGS A STORM OF SWORDS A FEAST FOR CROWS
  a storm of swords book: The Dread Wyrm Miles Cameron, 2015-10-20 Some are born to
power. Some seize it. And some have the wisdom never to wield it. The Red Knight has stood against
soldiers, armies and the might of an empire without flinching. He's fought on real and magical
battlefields alike, and now he's facing one of the greatest challenges yet. A tournament. A joyous
spring event, the flower of the nobility will ride against each other for royal favor and acclaim. It's a
political contest -- one which the Red Knight has the skill to win. But the stakes may be higher than
he thinks. The court of Alba has been infiltrated by a dangerous faction of warlike knights, led by the
greatest knight in the world: Jean de Vrailly -- and the prize he's fighting for isn't royal favor, but the
throne of Alba itself... This is the third book in the Traitor Son Cycle, following on The Red Knight
and The Fell Sword.
  a storm of swords book: A Storm of Swords George R. R. Martin, 2002-05-28 THE BOOK
BEHIND THE THIRD SEASON OF GAME OF THRONES, AN ORIGINAL SERIES NOW ON HBO.
Here is the third volume in George R. R. Martin’s magnificent cycle of novels that includes A Game
of Thrones and A Clash of Kings. As a whole, this series comprises a genuine masterpiece of modern
fantasy, bringing together the best the genre has to offer. Magic, mystery, intrigue, romance, and
adventure fill these pages and transport us to a world unlike any we have ever experienced. Already
hailed as a classic, George R. R. Martin’s stunning series is destined to stand as one of the great
achievements of imaginative fiction. A STORM OF SWORDS Of the five contenders for power, one is
dead, another in disfavor, and still the wars rage as violently as ever, as alliances are made and
broken. Joffrey, of House Lannister, sits on the Iron Throne, the uneasy ruler of the land of the
Seven Kingdoms. His most bitter rival, Lord Stannis, stands defeated and disgraced, the victim of
the jealous sorceress who holds him in her evil thrall. But young Robb, of House Stark, still rules the
North from the fortress of Riverrun. Robb plots against his despised Lannister enemies, even as they
hold his sister hostage at King’s Landing, the seat of the Iron Throne. Meanwhile, making her way
across a blood-drenched continent is the exiled queen, Daenerys, mistress of the only three dragons
still left in the world. . . . But as opposing forces maneuver for the final titanic showdown, an army of
barbaric wildlings arrives from the outermost line of civilization. In their vanguard is a horde of
mythical Others—a supernatural army of the living dead whose animated corpses are unstoppable.
As the future of the land hangs in the balance, no one will rest until the Seven Kingdoms have
exploded in a veritable storm of swords. . . .
  a storm of swords book: A Feast for Crows George R. R. Martin, 2005-11-08 THE BOOK
BEHIND THE FOURTH SEASON OF THE ACCLAIMED HBO SERIES GAME OF THRONES Few



books have captivated the imagination and won the devotion and praise of readers and critics
everywhere as has George R. R. Martin’s monumental epic cycle of high fantasy. Now, in A Feast for
Crows, Martin delivers the long-awaited fourth book of his landmark series, as a kingdom torn
asunder finds itself at last on the brink of peace . . . only to be launched on an even more terrifying
course of destruction. A FEAST FOR CROWS It seems too good to be true. After centuries of bitter
strife and fatal treachery, the seven powers dividing the land have decimated one another into an
uneasy truce. Or so it appears. . . . With the death of the monstrous King Joffrey, Cersei is ruling as
regent in King’s Landing. Robb Stark’s demise has broken the back of the Northern rebels, and his
siblings are scattered throughout the kingdom like seeds on barren soil. Few legitimate claims to the
once desperately sought Iron Throne still exist—or they are held in hands too weak or too distant to
wield them effectively. The war, which raged out of control for so long, has burned itself out. But as
in the aftermath of any climactic struggle, it is not long before the survivors, outlaws, renegades,
and carrion eaters start to gather, picking over the bones of the dead and fighting for the spoils of
the soon-to-be dead. Now in the Seven Kingdoms, as the human crows assemble over a banquet of
ashes, daring new plots and dangerous new alliances are formed, while surprising faces—some
familiar, others only just appearing—are seen emerging from an ominous twilight of past struggles
and chaos to take up the challenges ahead. It is a time when the wise and the ambitious, the
deceitful and the strong will acquire the skills, the power, and the magic to survive the stark and
terrible times that lie before them. It is a time for nobles and commoners, soldiers and sorcerers,
assassins and sages to come together and stake their fortunes . . . and their lives. For at a feast for
crows, many are the guests—but only a few are the survivors.
  a storm of swords book: A Storm of Swords: Part 1 Steel and Snow George R. R. Martin,
2014-03-27 The Seven Kingdoms are divided by revolt and blood feud. In the northern wastes a
savage horde is poised to invade the Kingdom of the North where Robb Stark wears his new-forged
crown. Throughout Westeros, the war for the Iron Throne rages more fiercely than ever, but if the
Wall is breached, no king will live to claim it.
  a storm of swords book: The Way of Kings Brandon Sanderson, 2010-08-31 From #1 New
York Times bestselling author Brandon Sanderson, The Way of Kings, Book One of the Stormlight
Archive, begins an incredible new saga of epic proportion. Roshar is a world of stone and storms.
Uncanny tempests of incredible power sweep across the rocky terrain so frequently that they have
shaped ecology and civilization alike. Animals hide in shells, trees pull in branches, and grass
retracts into the soilless ground. Cities are built only where the topography offers shelter. It has
been centuries since the fall of the ten consecrated orders known as the Knights Radiant, but their
Shardblades and Shardplate remain: mystical swords and suits of armor that transform ordinary
men into near-invincible warriors. Men trade kingdoms for Shardblades. Wars were fought for them,
and won by them. One such war rages on a ruined landscape called the Shattered Plains. There,
Kaladin, who traded his medical apprenticeship for a spear to protect his little brother, has been
reduced to slavery. In a war that makes no sense, where ten armies fight separately against a single
foe, he struggles to save his men and to fathom the leaders who consider them expendable.
Brightlord Dalinar Kholin commands one of those other armies. Like his brother, the late king, he is
fascinated by an ancient text called The Way of Kings. Troubled by over-powering visions of ancient
times and the Knights Radiant, he has begun to doubt his own sanity. Across the ocean, an untried
young woman named Shallan seeks to train under an eminent scholar and notorious heretic,
Dalinar's niece, Jasnah. Though she genuinely loves learning, Shallan's motives are less than pure.
As she plans a daring theft, her research for Jasnah hints at secrets of the Knights Radiant and the
true cause of the war. The result of over ten years of planning, writing, and world-building, The Way
of Kings is but the opening movement of the Stormlight Archive, a bold masterpiece in the making.
Speak again the ancient oaths: Life before death. Strength before weakness. Journey before
Destination. and return to men the Shards they once bore. The Knights Radiant must stand again.
Other Tor books by Brandon Sanderson The Cosmere The Stormlight Archive ● The Way of Kings ●
Words of Radiance ● Edgedancer (novella) ● Oathbringer ● Dawnshard (novella) ● Rhythm of War



The Mistborn Saga The Original Trilogy ● Mistborn ● The Well of Ascension ● The Hero of Ages
Wax and Wayne ● The Alloy of Law ● Shadows of Self ● The Bands of Mourning ● The Lost Metal
Other Cosmere novels ● Elantris ● Warbreaker ● Tress of the Emerald Sea ● Yumi and the
Nightmare Painter ● The Sunlit Man Collection ● Arcanum Unbounded: The Cosmere Collection
The Alcatraz vs. the Evil Librarians series ● Alcatraz vs. the Evil Librarians ● The Scrivener's Bones
● The Knights of Crystallia ● The Shattered Lens ● The Dark Talent ● Bastille vs. the Evil
Librarians (with Janci Patterson) Other novels ● The Rithmatist ● Legion: The Many Lives of
Stephen Leeds ● The Frugal Wizard’s Handbook for Surviving Medieval England Other books by
Brandon Sanderson The Reckoners ● Steelheart ● Firefight ● Calamity Skyward ● Skyward ●
Starsight ● Cytonic ● Skyward Flight (with Janci Patterson) ● Defiant At the Publisher's request,
this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
  a storm of swords book: The Book of Swords George R. R. Martin, Robin Hobb, Scott Lynch,
Garth Nix, 2017-10-10 New epic fantasy in the grand tradition—including a never-before-published
Song of Ice and Fire story by George R. R. Martin! Fantasy fiction has produced some of the most
unforgettable heroes ever conjured onto the page: Robert E. Howard’s Conan the Barbarian,
Michael Moorcock’s Elric of Melniboné, Fritz Leiber’s Fafhrd and the Gray Mouser. Classic
characters like these made sword and sorcery a storytelling sensation, a cornerstone of fantasy
fiction—and an inspiration for a new generation of writers, spinning their own outsize tales of magic
and swashbuckling adventure. Now, in The Book of Swords, acclaimed editor and bestselling author
Gardner Dozois presents an all-new anthology of original epic tales by a stellar cast of
award-winning modern masters—many of them set in their authors’ best-loved worlds. Join today’s
finest tellers of fantastic tales, including George R. R. Martin, K. J. Parker, Robin Hobb, Scott Lynch,
Ken Liu, C. J. Cherryh, Daniel Abraham, Lavie Tidhar, Ellen Kushner, and more on action-packed
journeys into the outer realms of dark enchantment and intrepid derring-do, featuring a stunning
assortment of fearless swordsmen and warrior women who face down danger and death at every
turn with courage, cunning, and cold steel. FEATURING SIXTEEN ALL-NEW STORIES: “The Best
Man Wins” by K. J. Parker “Her Father’s Sword” by Robin Hobb “The Hidden Girl” by Ken Liu “The
Sword of Destiny” by Matthew Hughes “‘I Am a Handsome Man,’ Said Apollo Crow” by Kate Elliott
“The Triumph of Virtue” by Walter Jon Williams “The Mocking Tower” by Daniel Abraham
“Hrunting” by C. J. Cherryh “A Long, Cold Trail” by Garth Nix “When I Was a Highwayman” by Ellen
Kushner “The Smoke of Gold Is Glory” by Scott Lynch “The Colgrid Conundrum” by Rich Larson
“The King’s Evil” by Elizabeth Bear “Waterfalling” by Lavie Tidhar “The Sword Tyraste” by Cecelia
Holland “The Sons of the Dragon” by George R. R. Martin And an introduction by Gardner Dozois
“When fine writer and expert editor [Gardner] Dozois beckons, authors deliver—and this surely will
be one of the year’s essential anthologies.”—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)
  a storm of swords book: Gin and Panic Maia Chance, 2017-10-24 A 1920s
socialite-turned-gumshoe searches for a missing trophy only to find murder in this charming cozy
mystery. Former socialite Lola Woodby is now struggling to make ends meet as a not-so-discreet
private eye in Prohibition-era New York City, along with her stern Swedish sidekick, Berta. When
they’re offered a piece-of-cake job—retrieving a rhinoceros trophy from the Connecticut mansion of
big game hunter Rudy Montgomery—it seems like a no-brainer. After all, their client, Lord Sudley,
promises them a handsome paycheck, and the gin and tonics will be plentiful and free. But no sooner
do they arrive at Montgomery Hall than Rudy is shot dead. When the police arrive to examine the
scene, they conclude that Rudy had actually committed suicide. But Lord Sudley can’t believe his
friend would have done that, and there’s a houseful of suspicious characters standing by. So Lord
Sudley ups the ante for Lola and Berta, and suddenly, their easy retrieval job has turned into a
murder investigation. Armed with handbags stuffed with emergency chocolate, gin flasks, and a Colt
.25, Lola and Berta are swiftly embroiled in a madcap puzzle of stolen diamonds, family secrets, a
clutch of gangsters, and plenty of suspects who know their way around a safari rifle. Gin and Panic is
the next jaunty, compelling Discreet Retrieval Agency mystery from beloved crime writer Maia
Chance. “Whatever Lola wants, Lola gets—and has a high old time doing it! So will you.” —Ann B.



Ross, New York Times–bestselling author of the Miss Julia series
  a storm of swords book: Blood And Gold Anne Rice, 2008-12-02 SOON TO BE A MAJOR TV
SHOW, FROM THE NETWORK BEHIND THE WALKING DEAD '[W]hen I found Rice's work I
absolutely loved how she took that genre and (...) made [it] feel so contemporary and relevant' Sarah
Pinborough, bestselling author of Behind Her Eyes '[Rice wrote] in the great tradition of the gothic'
Ramsey Campbell, bestselling author of The Hungry Moon The 8th novel in Anne Rice's
internationally bestselling Vampire Chronicles Here is the glorious and sinister life of Marius:
patrician by birth, scholar by choice and one of the oldest vampires of them all. From his genesis in
ancient Rome, to his present day we follow the story of this aristocratic and powerful killer. His is a
tale that spans the breadth of time. When the Visigoths sack his city, Marius is there; with the
resurgence of the glory of Rome, he is there, still searching for his lost love Pandora. So prevalent is
Marius that it is he who gives the dark gift to the illustrious vampire Armand. Intertwined with the
stories of a magnificent Pantheon of the undead this account of Marius is the most wondrous and
mind-blowing of them all.
  a storm of swords book: Iron, Fire and Ice Ed West, 2019-04-09 Have you read everything
George R.R. Martin has every written? Do you know what in Game of Thrones is based in real
history? A young pretender raises an army to take the throne. Learning of his father’s death, the
adolescent, dashing and charismatic and descended from the old kings of the North, vows to avenge
him. He is supported in this war by his mother, who has spirited away her two younger sons to
safety. Against them is the queen, passionate, proud, and strong-willed and with more of the
masculine virtues of the time than most men. She too is battling for the inheritance of her young
son, not yet fully grown but already a sadist who takes delight in watching executions. Sound
familiar? It may read like the plot of Game of Thrones. Yet that was also the story of the bloodiest
battle in British history, fought at the culmination of the War of the Roses. George RR Martin’s
bestselling novels are rife with allusions, inspirations, and flat-out copies of real-life people, events,
and places of medieval and Tudor England and Europe. The Red Wedding? Based on actual events in
Scottish history. The poisoning of Joffrey Baratheon? Eerily similar to the death of William the
Conqueror’s grandson. The Dothraki? Also known as Huns, Magyars, Turks, and Mongols. Join Ed
West, as he explores all of Martin’s influences, from religion to war to powerful women. Discover the
real history behind the phenomenon and see for yourself that truth is stranger than fiction.
  a storm of swords book: Rhythm of War Brandon Sanderson, 2020-11-17 An instant #1 New
York Times Bestseller and a USA Today and Indie Bestseller! The Stormlight Archive saga continues
in Rhythm of War, the eagerly awaited sequel to Brandon Sanderson's #1 New York Times
bestselling Oathbringer, from an epic fantasy writer at the top of his game. After forming a coalition
of human resistance against the enemy invasion, Dalinar Kholin and his Knights Radiant have spent
a year fighting a protracted, brutal war. Neither side has gained an advantage, and the threat of a
betrayal by Dalinar’s crafty ally Taravangian looms over every strategic move. Now, as new
technological discoveries by Navani Kholin’s scholars begin to change the face of the war, the enemy
prepares a bold and dangerous operation. The arms race that follows will challenge the very core of
the Radiant ideals, and potentially reveal the secrets of the ancient tower that was once the heart of
their strength. At the same time that Kaladin Stormblessed must come to grips with his changing
role within the Knights Radiant, his Windrunners face their own problem: As more and more deadly
enemy Fused awaken to wage war, no more honorspren are willing to bond with humans to increase
the number of Radiants. Adolin and Shallan must lead the coalition’s envoy to the honorspren
stronghold of Lasting Integrity and either convince the spren to join the cause against the evil god
Odium, or personally face the storm of failure. Other Tor books by Brandon Sanderson The Cosmere
The Stormlight Archive ● The Way of Kings ● Words of Radiance ● Edgedancer (novella) ●
Oathbringer ● Dawnshard (novella) ● Rhythm of War The Mistborn Saga The Original Trilogy ●
Mistborn ● The Well of Ascension ● The Hero of Ages Wax and Wayne ● The Alloy of Law ●
Shadows of Self ● The Bands of Mourning ● The Lost Metal Other Cosmere novels ● Elantris ●
Warbreaker ● Tress of the Emerald Sea ● Yumi and the Nightmare Painter ● The Sunlit Man



Collection ● Arcanum Unbounded: The Cosmere Collection The Alcatraz vs. the Evil Librarians
series ● Alcatraz vs. the Evil Librarians ● The Scrivener's Bones ● The Knights of Crystallia ● The
Shattered Lens ● The Dark Talent ● Bastille vs. the Evil Librarians (with Janci Patterson) Other
novels ● The Rithmatist ● Legion: The Many Lives of Stephen Leeds ● The Frugal Wizard’s
Handbook for Surviving Medieval England Other books by Brandon Sanderson The Reckoners ●
Steelheart ● Firefight ● Calamity Skyward ● Skyward ● Starsight ● Cytonic ● Skyward Flight
(with Janci Patterson) ● Defiant At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital
Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
  a storm of swords book: Words of Radiance Brandon Sanderson, 2014-03-04 From #1 New
York Times bestselling author Brandon Sanderson, Words of Radiance, Book Two of the Stormlight
Archive, continues the immersive fantasy epic that The Way of Kings began. Expected by his
enemies to die the miserable death of a military slave, Kaladin survived to be given command of the
royal bodyguards, a controversial first for a low-status darkeyes. Now he must protect the king and
Dalinar from every common peril as well as the distinctly uncommon threat of the Assassin, all while
secretly struggling to master remarkable new powers that are somehow linked to his honorspren,
Syl. The Assassin, Szeth, is active again, murdering rulers all over the world of Roshar, using his
baffling powers to thwart every bodyguard and elude all pursuers. Among his prime targets is
Highprince Dalinar, widely considered the power behind the Alethi throne. His leading role in the
war would seem reason enough, but the Assassin's master has much deeper motives. Brilliant but
troubled Shallan strives along a parallel path. Despite being broken in ways she refuses to
acknowledge, she bears a terrible burden: to somehow prevent the return of the legendary
Voidbringers and the civilization-ending Desolation that will follow. The secrets she needs can be
found at the Shattered Plains, but just arriving there proves more difficult than she could have
imagined. Meanwhile, at the heart of the Shattered Plains, the Parshendi are making an epochal
decision. Hard pressed by years of Alethi attacks, their numbers ever shrinking, they are convinced
by their war leader, Eshonai, to risk everything on a desperate gamble with the very supernatural
forces they once fled. The possible consequences for Parshendi and humans alike, indeed, for Roshar
itself, are as dangerous as they are incalculable. Other Tor books by Brandon Sanderson The
Cosmere The Stormlight Archive ● The Way of Kings ● Words of Radiance ● Edgedancer (novella)
● Oathbringer ● Dawnshard (novella) ● Rhythm of War The Mistborn Saga The Original Trilogy ●
Mistborn ● The Well of Ascension ● The Hero of Ages Wax and Wayne ● The Alloy of Law ●
Shadows of Self ● The Bands of Mourning ● The Lost Metal Other Cosmere novels ● Elantris ●
Warbreaker ● Tress of the Emerald Sea ● Yumi and the Nightmare Painter ● The Sunlit Man
Collection ● Arcanum Unbounded: The Cosmere Collection The Alcatraz vs. the Evil Librarians
series ● Alcatraz vs. the Evil Librarians ● The Scrivener's Bones ● The Knights of Crystallia ● The
Shattered Lens ● The Dark Talent ● Bastille vs. the Evil Librarians (with Janci Patterson) Other
novels ● The Rithmatist ● Legion: The Many Lives of Stephen Leeds ● The Frugal Wizard’s
Handbook for Surviving Medieval England Other books by Brandon Sanderson The Reckoners ●
Steelheart ● Firefight ● Calamity Skyward ● Skyward ● Starsight ● Cytonic ● Skyward Flight
(with Janci Patterson) ● Defiant At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital
Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
  a storm of swords book: A Storm of Swords: Book Three of A Song of Ice and Fire
George R. R. Martin, 2000
  a storm of swords book: A Storm of Swords: The Illustrated Edition George R. R. Martin,
2020-11-03 A gorgeous illustrated edition of the third book in the beloved A Song of Ice and Fire
series, for fans of HBO's Game of Thrones The twentieth-anniversary celebration of George R. R.
Martin’s landmark saga continues with this beautifully illustrated special edition of the third book in
the series. With twenty-five all-new illustrations in both color and black-and-white from acclaimed
artist Gary Gianni—who also illustrated A Knight of the Seven Kingdoms—this modern classic takes
on a truly timeless feel sure to delight its legion of fans. A STORM OF SWORDS A SONG OF ICE
AND FIRE: BOOK THREE With a special foreword by Neil Gaiman Of the five contenders for power,



one is dead, another in disfavor, and still the wars rage as violently as ever, as alliances are made
and broken. Joffrey, of House Lannister, sits on the Iron Throne, the uneasy ruler of the land of the
Seven Kingdoms. His most bitter rival, Lord Stannis, stands defeated and disgraced, the victim of
the jealous sorceress who holds him in her evil thrall. But young Robb, of House Stark, still rules the
North from the fortress of Riverrun. Robb plots against his despised Lannister enemies, even as they
hold his sister hostage at King's Landing, the seat of the Iron Throne. Meanwhile, making her way
across a blood-drenched continent is the exiled queen, Daenerys, mistress of the only three dragons
still left in the world. . . . But as opposing forces maneuver for the final titanic showdown, an army of
barbaric wildlings arrives from the outermost line of civilization. In their vanguard is a horde of
mythical Others--a supernatural army of the living dead whose animated corpses are unstoppable. As
the future of the land hangs in the balance, no one will rest until the Seven Kingdoms have exploded
in a veritable storm of swords. . . .
  a storm of swords book: A Storm of Swords (HBO Tie-in Edition): A Song of Ice and
Fire: Book Three George R. R. Martin, 2013-03-26 THE BOOK BEHIND THE THIRD SEASON OF
GAME OF THRONES, AN ORIGINAL SERIES NOW ON HBO. A SONG OF ICE AND FIRE: BOOK
THREE Of the five contenders for power, one is dead, another in disfavor, and still the wars rage, as
alliances are made and broken. Joffrey sits on the Iron Throne, the uneasy ruler of the Seven
Kingdoms. His most bitter rival, Lord Stannis, stands defeated and disgraced, victim of the sorceress
who holds him in her thrall. Young Robb still rules the North from the fortress of Riverrun.
Meanwhile, making her way across a blood-drenched continent is the exiled queen, Daenerys,
mistress of the only three dragons left in the world. And as opposing forces maneuver for the final
showdown, an army of barbaric wildlings arrives from the outermost limits of civilization,
accompanied by a horde of mythical Others—a supernatural army of the living dead whose animated
corpses are unstoppable. As the future of the land hangs in the balance, no one will rest until the
Seven Kingdoms have exploded in a veritable storm of swords. “Of those who work in the grand
epic-fantasy tradition, [George R. R.] Martin is by far the best. In fact . . . this is as good a time as
any to proclaim him the American Tolkien.”—Time “Long live George Martin . . . a literary dervish,
enthralled by complicated characters and vivid language, and bursting with the wild vision of the
very best tale tellers.”—The New York Times “One of the best series in the history of fantasy.”—Los
Angeles Times
  a storm of swords book: The Mystery Knight: A Graphic Novel George R. R. Martin,
2017-08-08 A graphic novel edition of The Mystery Knight, one of the thrilling Dunk and Egg
novellas from George R. R. Martin’s A Knight of the Seven Kingdoms and a prequel of sorts to A
Game of Thrones “Every wedding needs a singer, and every tourney needs a mystery knight.”
Westeros is eerily peaceful. King Aerys I sits on the Iron Throne. A ravaging plague has abated. Yet
beneath the surface, tensions linger sixteen years after a failed rebellion. In these restless times,
noble hedge knight Ser Duncan the Tall—Dunk, to his friends—and his precocious boy squire, Egg,
travel the Seven Kingdoms performing chivalrous deeds, though Egg’s bloodline must be concealed
at all costs. After heading north for Winterfell, Dunk and Egg are lured off the kingsroad by a
wedding feast—and an unusually lucrative tournament. The champion jouster will claim a rare
trophy indeed: a dragon’s egg. Dunk, always better in a melee, would be satisfied with a hot meal, a
cup of wine, and a purse full of coins. But a treasonous plot is more likely to hatch before another
dragon ever stretches its wings. Someone’s on to Egg. And a mystery knight with designs on an even
bigger prize soon throws the entire affair into chaos.
  a storm of swords book: We Ride the Storm Devin Madson, 2020-01-28 'Highly recommended'
John Gwynne 'Madson is an exciting new author in fantasy' Mark Lawrence 'A complex tale of war,
politics and lust for power' Guardian AS AN EMPIRE DIES, THREE WARRIORS WILL RISE. THEY
MUST RIDE THE STORM OR DROWN IN ITS BLOOD. The kingdom of Kisia is divided, held together
only by the will of the god-emperor. When an act of betrayal shatters an alliance with the
neighbouring land of Chiltae, all that has been won comes crashing down. Now, as the fires of war
spread, a warrior, an assassin and a princess must chase their ambitions, no matter the cost. War



built the Kisian Empire. And now war will tear it down. 'A visceral, intriguing, intense and
emotionally charged ride' Grimdark Magazine 'Breathtakingly triumphant . . . it has become one of
my favourite books of all time' Novel Notions 'Buckle your seatbelts and prepare for a hell of a ride'
Fantasy Book Critic 'Complex and immersive . . . doesn't let go until the final electrifying pages'
Fantasy Book Review Books by Devin Madson The Reborn Empire We Ride the Storm We Lie with
Death (coming Jan '21) The Vengeance Trilogy The Blood of Whisperers The Gods of Vice The Grave
at Storm's End
  a storm of swords book: A Game of Thrones George R. R. Martin, 2003-01-01 NOW THE
ACCLAIMED HBO SERIES GAME OF THRONES—THE MASTERPIECE THAT BECAME A
CULTURAL PHENOMENON Winter is coming. Such is the stern motto of House Stark, the
northernmost of the fiefdoms that owe allegiance to King Robert Baratheon in far-off King’s Landing.
There Eddard Stark of Winterfell rules in Robert’s name. There his family dwells in peace and
comfort: his proud wife, Catelyn; his sons Robb, Brandon, and Rickon; his daughters Sansa and Arya;
and his bastard son, Jon Snow. Far to the north, behind the towering Wall, lie savage Wildings and
worse—unnatural things relegated to myth during the centuries-long summer, but proving all too
real and all too deadly in the turning of the season. Yet a more immediate threat lurks to the south,
where Jon Arryn, the Hand of the King, has died under mysterious circumstances. Now Robert is
riding north to Winterfell, bringing his queen, the lovely but cold Cersei, his son, the cruel,
vainglorious Prince Joffrey, and the queen’s brothers Jaime and Tyrion of the powerful and wealthy
House Lannister—the first a swordsman without equal, the second a dwarf whose stunted stature
belies a brilliant mind. All are heading for Winterfell and a fateful encounter that will change the
course of kingdoms. Meanwhile, across the Narrow Sea, Prince Viserys, heir of the fallen House
Targaryen, which once ruled all of Westeros, schemes to reclaim the throne with an army of
barbarian Dothraki—whose loyalty he will purchase in the only coin left to him: his beautiful yet
innocent sister, Daenerys.
  a storm of swords book: Warbreaker Brandon Sanderson, 2011-12-29 THE INTERNATIONAL
PHENOMENON BEHIND THE COSMERE A STANDALONE COSMERE ADVENTURE WITH MAGIC
AS YOU HAVE NEVER SEEN IT **** A story of two sisters, who just so happen to be princesses. A
story about two gods, one a God King and one lesser. A story about an immortal trying to undo the
mistakes he made hundreds of years ago. Meet WARBREAKER. This is a story of two sisters - who
happen to be princesses, the God King one of them has to marry, a lesser god, and an immortal
trying to undo the mistakes he made hundreds of years ago. Theirs is a world in which those who die
in glory return as gods to live confined to a pantheon in Hallandren's capital city. A world
transformed by BioChromatic magic, a power based on an essence known as breath. Using magic is
arduous: breath can only be collected one unit at a time from individual people. But the rewards are
great: by using breath and drawing upon the color in everyday objects, all manner of miracles and
mischief can be performed. **** SANDERSON THE EPIC FANTASY TITAN: 'Exceptional tale of
magic, mystery and the politics of divinity' MICHAEL MOORCOCK 'A powerful stand-alone tale of
unpredictable loyalties, dark intrigue and dangerous magic' PUBLISHERS WEEKLY 'Sanderson is
astonishingly wise' ORSON SCOTT CARD 'Epic in every sense' GUARDIAN
  a storm of swords book: A Storm of Swords: Part 1 Steel and Snow George R. R. Martin,
2014-03-27 The Seven Kingdoms are divided by revolt and blood feud. In the northern wastes a
savage horde is poised to invade the Kingdom of the North where Robb Stark wears his new-forged
crown. Throughout Westeros, the war for the Iron Throne rages more fiercely than ever, but if the
Wall is breached, no king will live to claim it.
  a storm of swords book: Jerusalem Alan Moore, 2016-09-13 New York Times Bestseller
Named one of the Best Books of the Year by NPR, the Washington Post, Kirkus Reviews, and Library
Journal Winner of the Audie Award The New York Times bestseller from the author of Watchmen and
V for Vendetta finally appears in a one-volume paperback. Begging comparisons to Tolstoy and
Joyce, this “magnificent, sprawling cosmic epic” (Guardian) by Alan Moore—the genre-defying,
“groundbreaking, hairy genius of our generation” (NPR)—takes its place among the most notable



works of contemporary English literature. In decaying Northampton, eternity loiters between
housing projects. Among saints, kings, prostitutes, and derelicts, a timeline unravels: second-century
fiends wait in urine-scented stairwells, delinquent specters undermine a century with tunnels, and in
upstairs parlors, laborers with golden blood reduce fate to a snooker tournament. Through the
labyrinthine streets and pages of Jerusalem tread ghosts singing hymns of wealth and poverty. They
celebrate the English language, challenge mortality post-Einstein, and insist upon their slum as
Blake’s eternal holy city in “Moore’s apotheosis, a fourth-dimensional symphony” (Entertainment
Weekly). This “brilliant . . . monumentally ambitious” tale from the gutter is “a massive literary
achievement for our time—and maybe for all times simultaneously” (Washington Post).
  a storm of swords book: Oath of Fealty Elizabeth Moon, 2010-03-16 BONUS: This edition
contains an excerpt from Elizabeth Moon's Kings of the North. For the first time in nearly twenty
years, Elizabeth Moon returns to the thrilling realm of her superb Deed of Paksenarrion trilogy.
Thanks to Paks’s courage, the long-vanished heir to the half-elven kingdom of Lyonya has been
revealed as Kieri Phelan, a formidable mercenary who earned a title—and enemies—in the
neighboring kingdom of Tsaia, where Prince Mikeli suddenly faces the threat of a coup. Acting
swiftly, Mikeli strikes at the powerful family behind the attack: the Verrakaien, magelords steeped in
death and evil. Mikeli’s survival—and that of Tsaia—depend on the only Verrakai whose magery is
not tainted with innocent blood. Two kings stand at a pivotal point in the history of their worlds. For
dark forces are gathering against them, knit in a secret conspiracy more sinister and far more
ancient than they can imagine.
  a storm of swords book: Good Rich People Eliza Jane Brazier, 2022-01-25 A Good Morning
America 'January Book That Can Get Us Through Anything' A Most Anticipated Novel of 2022 by The
New York Times, Good Housekeeping, Harper's Bazaar, Entertainment Weekly, New York Post,
PopSugar, Shondaland, Yahoo!, and Crime Reads A destitute woman deceives her way into the
guesthouse of a Hollywood Hills mansion and inadvertently becomes a target in the twisted game of
the wealthy family upstairs in the next intoxicating novel from Eliza Jane Brazier. Lyla has always
believed that life is a game she is destined to win, but her husband, Graham, takes the game to
dangerous levels. The wealthy couple invites self-made success stories to live in their guesthouse
and then conspires to ruin their lives. After all, there is nothing worse than a bootstrapper. Demi has
always felt like the odds were stacked against her. At the end of her rope, she seizes a risky
opportunity to take over another person’s life and unwittingly becomes the subject of the upstairs
couple’s wicked entertainment. But Demi has been struggling forever, and she’s not about to go
down without a fight. In a twist that neither woman sees coming, the game quickly devolves into
chaos and rockets toward an explosive conclusion. Because every good rich person knows: in money
and in life, it’s winner takes all. Even if you have to leave a few bodies behind.
  a storm of swords book: A Dance with Dragons George R. R. Martin, 2013-10-29 #1 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • THE BOOK BEHIND THE FIFTH SEASON OF THE ACCLAIMED HBO
SERIES GAME OF THRONES Don’t miss the thrilling sneak peek of George R. R. Martin’s A Song of
Ice and Fire: Book Six, The Winds of Winter Dubbed “the American Tolkien” by Time magazine,
George R. R. Martin has earned international acclaim for his monumental cycle of epic fantasy. Now
the #1 New York Times bestselling author delivers the fifth book in his landmark series—as both
familiar faces and surprising new forces vie for a foothold in a fragmented empire. A DANCE WITH
DRAGONS In the aftermath of a colossal battle, the future of the Seven Kingdoms hangs in the
balance—beset by newly emerging threats from every direction. In the east, Daenerys Targaryen,
the last scion of House Targaryen, rules with her three dragons as queen of a city built on dust and
death. But Daenerys has thousands of enemies, and many have set out to find her. As they gather,
one young man embarks upon his own quest for the queen, with an entirely different goal in mind.
Fleeing from Westeros with a price on his head, Tyrion Lannister, too, is making his way to
Daenerys. But his newest allies in this quest are not the rag-tag band they seem, and at their heart
lies one who could undo Daenerys’s claim to Westeros forever. Meanwhile, to the north lies the
mammoth Wall of ice and stone—a structure only as strong as those guarding it. There, Jon Snow,



998th Lord Commander of the Night’s Watch, will face his greatest challenge. For he has powerful
foes not only within the Watch but also beyond, in the land of the creatures of ice. From all corners,
bitter conflicts reignite, intimate betrayals are perpetrated, and a grand cast of outlaws and priests,
soldiers and skinchangers, nobles and slaves, will face seemingly insurmountable obstacles. Some
will fail, others will grow in the strength of darkness. But in a time of rising restlessness, the tides of
destiny and politics will lead inevitably to the greatest dance of all. Praise for A Dance with Dragons
“Filled with vividly rendered set pieces, unexpected turnings, assorted cliffhangers and moments of
appalling cruelty, A Dance with Dragons is epic fantasy as it should be written: passionate,
compelling, convincingly detailed and thoroughly imagined.”—The Washington Post “Long live
George Martin . . . a literary dervish, enthralled by complicated characters and vivid language, and
bursting with the wild vision of the very best tale tellers.”—The New York Times
  a storm of swords book: A History of Wild Places Shea Ernshaw, 2021-12-07 In this
“riveting, atmospheric thriller that messes with your mind in the best way” (Laini Taylor, New York
Times bestselling author), three residents of a secluded, seemingly peaceful commune investigate
the disappearances of two outsiders. Travis Wren has an unusual talent for locating missing people.
Often hired by families as a last resort, he takes on the case of Maggie St. James—a well-known
author of dark, macabre children’s books—and is soon led to a place many believed to be only a
legend. Called Pastoral, this reclusive community was founded in the 1970s by like-minded people
searching for a simpler way of life. By all accounts, the commune shouldn’t exist anymore and soon
after Travis stumbles upon it…he disappears. Just like Maggie St. James. Years later, Theo, a lifelong
member of Pastoral, discovers Travis’s abandoned truck beyond the border of the community. No
one is allowed in or out, not when there’s a risk of bringing a disease—rot—into Pastoral. Unraveling
the mystery of what happened reveals secrets that Theo, his wife, Calla, and her sister, Bee, keep
from one another. Secrets that prove their perfect, isolated world isn’t as safe as they believed—and
that darkness takes many forms. “As spine-chilling as it is beautifully crafted” (Ruth Emmie Lang,
author of Beasts of Extraordinary Circumstance), A History of Wild Places is a story about fairy tales,
our fear of the dark, and losing yourself within the wilderness of your mind.
  a storm of swords book: A Dance With Dragons: Part 2 After The Feast (A Song of Ice and
Fire, Book 5) George R.R. Martin, 2012-03-15 HBO’s hit series A GAME OF THRONES is based on
George R R Martin’s internationally bestselling series A SONG OF ICE AND FIRE, the greatest
fantasy epic of the modern age. A DANCE WITH DRAGONS: AFTER THE FEAST is the SECOND part
of the fifth volume in the series. ‘Vivid, rich, multi-layered and utterly addictive’ Daily Express
  a storm of swords book: Oathbringer Brandon Sanderson, 2018-10-04 'Brandon Sanderson is
one of the greatest fantasy writers' FANTASY BOOK REVIEW From the bestselling author who
completed Robert Jordan's epic Wheel of Time series comes a new, original creation that matches
anything else in modern fantasy for epic scope, thrilling imagination, superb characters and sheer
addictiveness. In Oathbringer, the third volume of the New York Times bestselling Stormlight
Archive series, humanity faces a new Desolation with the return of the Voidbringers, a foe whose
numbers are as great as their thirst for vengeance. The Alethi armies commanded by Dalinar Kholin
won a fleeting victory at a terrible cost: The enemy Parshendi summoned the violent Everstorm, and
now its destruction sweeps the world and its passing awakens the once peaceful and subservient
parshmen to the true horror of their millennia-long enslavement by humans. While on a desperate
flight to warn his family of the threat, Kaladin Stormblessed must come to grips with the fact that
their newly kindled anger may be wholly justified. Nestled in the mountains high above the storms,
in the tower city of Urithiru, Shallan Davar investigates the wonders of the ancient stronghold of the
Knights Radiant and unearths the dark secrets lurking in its depths. And Dalinar realizes that his
holy mission to unite his homeland of Alethkar was too narrow in scope. Unless all the nations of
Roshar can put Dalinar's blood-soaked past aside and stand together - and unless Dalinar himself
can confront that past - even the restoration of the Knights Radiant will not avert the end of
civilization. 'I loved this book. What else is there to say?' Patrick Rothfuss, New York Times
bestselling author of The Name of the Wind, on The Way of Kings



  a storm of swords book: Cleopatra Ascending Maureen Lipinski, 2013-01-08 Rhea Spencer
feels like a normal teenager—even if she is the reincarnation of Cleopatra. All that changes on
Rhea’s sixteenth birthday, when a hot representative of the secret Order of Antony shows up.
Together, they travel to Egypt to stop a dark cabal of Octavians from unleashing a devastating
magical force.
  a storm of swords book: A Dance With Dragons: Part 1 Dreams and Dust (A Song of Ice
and Fire, Book 5) George R.R. Martin, 2012-03-15 HBO’s hit series A GAME OF THRONES is
based on George R R Martin’s internationally bestselling series A SONG OF ICE AND FIRE, the
greatest fantasy epic of the modern age. A DANCE WITH DRAGONS: DREAMS AND DUST is the
FIRST part of the fifth volume in the series. ‘Richly satisfying and utterly engrossing’ Sunday Times
  a storm of swords book: Dangerous Women Jim Butcher, Diana Gabaldon, 2013-12-03 The
World Fantasy Award–winning anthology featuring an original Game of Thrones novella and new
stories from Diana Gabaldon, Jim Butcher, and many more. The twenty-one stories in Dangerous
Women showcase some of the best and bravest female characters from across genre fiction—from
women warriors and fighter pilots to female serial killers, superheroes, wizards, and bandits. With
work from twelve New York Times bestsellers, readers will discover a new Outlander story by Diana
Gabaldon, a tale of Harry Dresden’s world by Jim Butcher, a story from Lev Grossman set in the
world of The Magicians, and an original novella by George R. R. Martin about the Dance of the
Dragons, the vast civil war that tore Westeros apart nearly two centuries before the events of A
Game of Thrones. Also included are original stories of dangerous women—heroines and villains
alike—by Brandon Sanderson, Joe Abercrombie, Sherrilyn Kenyon, Lawrence Block, Carrie Vaughn,
S. M. Stirling, Sharon Kay Penman, and many others.
  a storm of swords book: Mrs Funnybones Twinkle Khanna, 2015-08-18 Full of wit and
delicious observations, Mrs Funnybones captures the life of the modern Indian woman a woman who
organizes dinner each evening after having been at work all day, who runs her own life but has to
listen to her mummyji, who worries about her weight and the state of the country. Based on Twinkle
Khanna’s super-hit column, Mrs Funnybones marks the debut of one of our funniest, most original
voices.
  a storm of swords book: Game of Thrones Book Of Thrones, 2017-03-26 Game of thrones: A
Family History Volumes I & II recounts the epic tales of six of the largest and most prestigious
houses in the series. Learn how the Targaryens originally took control of the Seven Kingdoms, and
how the Lannisters came to be masters of Casterly Rock. Chart the development of the Starks, first
as Kings in the North then as king makers under their popular Lord, Eddard Star. See how the
Baratheons, the Martells and the Tyrells each conquered and held the rich, fertile kingdoms of the
Stormlands, Dorne, and the Reach, and just why it is that the families of Game of Thrones are eager
to avenge themselves on one another.
  a storm of swords book: American Gods Neil Gaiman, 2011-11-10 AN ACCLAIMED,
EMMY-NOMINATED TV SERIES ON AMAZON PRIME VIDEO WINNER OF THE HUGO, LOCUS
AND BRAM STOKER AWARDS 'To give him his full title: Neil Gaiman, Architect of Worlds, Svengali
of Plot, Shaman of Character, Exploder of Cliché, Master Craftsman of Style, Dreamer Laureate of
the Republic of Letters' DAVID MITCHELL 'Original, engrossing, and endlessly inventive' GEORGE
R.R. MARTIN 'Brilliant and unique' GUARDIAN --- 'This is about the soul of America, the idea that
everyone came here from somewhere' NEIL GAIMAN --- After three years in prison, Shadow Moon is
free to go home. But hours before his release, his beloved wife is killed in a freak accident. Numbly,
he boards a plane where he meets an enigmatic stranger who seems to know Shadow and claims to
be an ancient god - and king of America. Together they embark on a profoundly strange road trip
across the USA, encountering a kaleidoscopic cast of characters along the way. But all around them
a storm of unnatural proportions is gathering. War is coming, an epic struggle for the very soul of
America. And Shadow is standing squarely in its path. NEIL GAIMAN. WITH STORIES COME
POSSIBILITIES.
  a storm of swords book: A Storm of Swords George R. R. Martin, 2000 Robb Stark wears his



new-forged crown in the Kingdom of the North, but his defences are ranged against attack from the
South, the land of House Stark's enemies the Lannisters. His sisters are trapped there at the whim
of the Lannister boy-king Joffrey and his depraved mother Cersei.
  a storm of swords book: A Storm of Swords (Enhanced Edition): Parts 1 & 2 (A Song of
Ice and Fire, Book 3) George R.R. Martin, 2016-12-15 Available only on iBooks, this enhanced
edition containing parts one and two of A Storm of Swords, is an amazing way to explore the rich
world of George R.R. Martin’s series.
  a storm of swords book: A Storm of Swords George R. R. Martin, 2001
  a storm of swords book: A Storm of Swords George R. R. Martin, 2000 George R.R. Martin's
superb and highly acclaimed epic fantasy A Song of Ice and Fire, the richest, most exotic and
mesmerising saga since The Lord of the Rings, continues with A Storm of Swords. There is passion
here, and misery and charm, grandeur and squalor, tragedy, nobility and courage.
  a storm of swords book: Authority Jeff VanderMeer, 2014-05-06 In the second volume of the
Southern Reach Trilogy, questions are answered, stakes are raised, and mysteries are deepened. In
Annihilation, Jeff VanderMeer introduced Area X--a remote and lush terrain mysteriously
sequestered from civilization. This was the first volume of a projected trilogy; well in advance of
publication, translation rights had already sold around the world and a major movie deal had been
struck. Just months later, Authority, the second volume, is here. For thirty years, the only human
engagement with Area X has taken the form of a series of expeditions monitored by a secret agency
called the Southern Reach. After the disastrous twelfth expedition chronicled in Annihilation, the
Southern Reach is in disarray, and John Rodriguez, aka Control, is the team's newly appointed head.
From a series of interrogations, a cache of hidden notes, and hours of profoundly troubling video
footage, the secrets of Area X begin to reveal themselves--and what they expose pushes Control to
confront disturbing truths about both himself and the agency he's promised to serve. And the
consequences will spread much further than that. The Southern Reach trilogy will conclude in fall
2014 with Acceptance--Provided by publisher.
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