
voting in congress answer key
voting in congress answer key is an essential topic for anyone seeking to understand the
legislative process in the United States. This comprehensive article explores how voting in Congress
works, the different types of votes, the significance of each vote, and the procedures that guide
legislative decision-making. You will learn about the roles of the House of Representatives and the
Senate, the steps involved in bringing a bill to a vote, and the impact of congressional voting on
lawmaking and government policy. Whether you are a student looking for a study resource, a teacher
seeking an answer key for civics lessons, or simply a curious citizen, this article provides clear
explanations, factual details, and a practical overview of voting in Congress. Discover the answers to
common questions, key concepts, and important terms associated with congressional votes—all in
one place. Read on for a structured guide that demystifies the complexities of the U.S. legislative
system and equips you with the knowledge to understand how Congress shapes the nation’s laws.
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Understanding Voting in Congress

Voting in Congress is the fundamental mechanism through which laws and policies are created,
changed, or repealed in the United States. Congress consists of two chambers: the House of
Representatives and the Senate. Each chamber has its own rules and procedures for voting, but both
play a critical role in the legislative process. Members of Congress cast votes on a variety of issues,
including bills, resolutions, amendments, and procedural motions. The outcome of these votes
determines the direction of federal legislation and policy.

The voting process is designed to ensure that every member has the opportunity to express their
position on proposed legislation. Transparency, accountability, and representation are core principles
upheld during congressional voting. Understanding how and why members vote is crucial to grasping
the larger democratic framework and the power dynamics within Congress.

The Congressional Voting Process Explained



Introducing Legislation

The first step in the voting process is the introduction of a bill or resolution. Bills can be introduced by
any member of Congress, and once introduced, they are assigned to a relevant committee for review.
Committees analyze the bill, hold hearings, and may make amendments before deciding whether to
send the bill to the full chamber for consideration.

Committee Review and Debate

Committees are responsible for the initial examination of proposed legislation. Members debate the
merits and shortcomings of the bill and may hold votes within the committee. If a bill passes
committee review, it moves to the floor of its respective chamber for further debate and voting.

Floor Debate and Voting

Once a bill reaches the floor, members of Congress debate its provisions. Floor debates allow
members to present arguments, propose amendments, and voice concerns. After sufficient debate,
voting takes place. The process can vary between the House and Senate, but both chambers require
a majority vote for most bills to advance.

Reconciling Differences and Final Passage

If both chambers pass different versions of the same bill, a conference committee is formed to
reconcile differences. The revised bill returns to both chambers for a final vote. If approved by both,
the bill is sent to the President for signature or veto.

Introduction of bill or resolution

Committee review and amendment

Floor debate and amendment

Chamber vote (House or Senate)

Conference committee (if needed)

Final chamber votes

Presidential action



Types of Votes in Congress

Voice Vote

A voice vote is a quick, informal method used to decide on less controversial matters. Members
verbally indicate "aye" or "no," and the presiding officer judges which side prevails. Voice votes do not
record individual member positions.

Division Vote

During a division vote, members physically stand or raise hands to indicate their vote. This method
provides a more accurate count than a voice vote but still does not record names.

Roll-Call Vote

Roll-call votes are the most formal and transparent. Each member’s name is called, and their vote is
officially recorded. Roll-call votes are used for significant legislation and allow constituents to see how
their representatives voted. In the House, electronic voting devices are often used for efficiency.

Recorded Vote

A recorded vote, similar to a roll-call vote, captures each member's decision electronically or by
name. This method is mandatory for major bills and amendments, ensuring public accountability.

Voice Vote: Fast, informal, no individual record.1.

Division Vote: Physical count, no names recorded.2.

Roll-Call Vote: Names called, votes recorded publicly.3.

Recorded Vote: Electronic or manual, official record.4.

Key Roles and Responsibilities in Congressional Voting

Speaker of the House

The Speaker of the House oversees voting in the House of Representatives, schedules votes, and
ensures rules are followed. The Speaker plays a pivotal role in shaping legislative priorities and



guiding debate.

Majority and Minority Leaders

Majority and Minority Leaders in both chambers coordinate party strategy, persuade members, and
manage the flow of legislation. They often influence voting outcomes through negotiation and
coalition-building.

Whips

Whips are responsible for counting votes and ensuring party discipline. They communicate with
members about how to vote and report anticipated vote counts to party leadership.

Individual Members of Congress

Each member of Congress holds the power to vote according to their judgment, party affiliation, and
constituent interests. Their votes collectively shape national policies and governmental direction.

Frequently Asked Questions and Study Tips

Common Questions About Voting in Congress

Students and educators often seek concise answers to questions about congressional voting.
Understanding these key points can help clarify the process:

Who can introduce a bill in Congress?

What types of votes are used in Congress?

How are votes counted and recorded?

What happens if the President vetoes a bill?

What is the role of committees in voting?

Study Tips for Mastering Congressional Voting Concepts

Reviewing vocabulary, creating flashcards, and practicing with sample questions are effective ways to



understand voting in Congress. Focus on the difference between House and Senate procedures, types
of votes, and the steps of the legislative process.

Pay attention to current events and real-world examples to see how congressional votes impact
national policy. Tracking live votes and reading official vote records can provide practical insights for
students and researchers.

Questions and Answers About Voting in Congress
Answer Key

Q: What is the main purpose of voting in Congress?
A: The main purpose of voting in Congress is to make decisions on proposed legislation, amendments,
and other matters that shape federal law and government policy.

Q: What are the different types of votes used in Congress?
A: Congress uses voice votes, division votes, roll-call votes, and recorded votes, each with varying
levels of formality and record-keeping.

Q: Who is responsible for scheduling votes in the House of
Representatives?
A: The Speaker of the House is responsible for scheduling votes and managing the legislative agenda
in the House of Representatives.

Q: How is a roll-call vote conducted?
A: During a roll-call vote, each member’s name is called, and their vote is recorded publicly, either
electronically or by voice.

Q: What happens if the House and Senate pass different
versions of a bill?
A: A conference committee is formed to reconcile the differences, and the revised bill returns to both
chambers for a final vote.

Q: What role do whips play in congressional voting?
A: Whips count votes, communicate party positions, and ensure members vote according to party
strategy.



Q: Can a bill become law without the President’s signature?
A: Yes, if the President does not sign a bill within 10 days and Congress is in session, the bill
automatically becomes law.

Q: What is a recorded vote and why is it important?
A: A recorded vote formally documents how each member voted, providing transparency and
accountability to constituents.

Q: How can the public access congressional voting records?
A: Congressional voting records are published by official government sources and can be accessed
through public records and official documents.

Q: Why do some votes not record individual member names?
A: Votes like voice or division votes are used for efficiency on less controversial issues and do not
require individual records.
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Understanding the Basics: How a Bill Becomes a Law

Before diving into specific voting procedures, it's crucial to understand the broader legislative
process. A bill, a proposed law, must pass through several stages before becoming law. These stages
generally include:

Introduction: A bill is introduced in either the House or the Senate.
Committee Review: The bill is assigned to a relevant committee for review, hearings, and potential
amendments.
Floor Debate and Amendment: Once cleared by the committee, the bill is debated and amended on
the floor of the respective chamber.
Voting: This is where our focus lies – various voting procedures determine the bill's fate.
Conference Committee (if necessary): If the House and Senate versions differ, a conference
committee reconciles the differences.
Presidential Action: The final version is sent to the President for signature or veto.

Types of Votes in Congress: An "Answer Key"

Congress employs various voting methods, each with its own implications:

#### 1. Voice Vote:

This is the simplest method. The presiding officer calls for "ayes" and "noes," gauging the general
sentiment. It's informal and doesn't provide a precise record of individual votes. Think of it as a
quick "show of hands" in a larger setting. It's often used for non-controversial measures.

#### 2. Standing Vote (Division Vote):

If the voice vote is unclear, or if a member requests it, a standing vote is conducted. Members stand
to indicate their vote—ayes on one side, noes on the other. This offers a more visible, though still not
perfectly precise, count.

#### 3. Roll Call Vote:

This is the most formal and precise method. Each member's vote is recorded individually, usually by
electronic system in modern times. This provides a detailed record of how each representative voted,
increasing transparency and accountability. Roll-call votes are typically used for significant
legislation or when requested by a certain number of members.

#### 4. Recorded Vote (Electronic Voting):

The majority of votes in Congress today are conducted electronically. Members use a computerized
system to cast their votes, providing instant results and a permanent, auditable record. This method
significantly speeds up the process compared to manual roll-call votes.

#### 5. Teller Vote:



A less common method, a teller vote involves members physically counting themselves as they vote
“aye” or “nay.” This is a more formal version of a standing vote, offering a more detailed count than
a simple standing vote.

Understanding Quorums and Vetoes: Critical Components of
the Voting Process

A quorum, a minimum number of members needed to conduct official business, is crucial. Without a
quorum, the vote is invalid. In the House, a majority constitutes a quorum. The Senate rules are
slightly more complex.

The Presidential veto is a crucial element post-vote. If the President vetoes a bill passed by
Congress, it can be overridden by a two-thirds vote in both the House and the Senate. This
demonstrates the balance of power between the executive and legislative branches.

The Senate's Unique Voting Procedures: Filibusters and
Cloture

The Senate's voting process differs significantly from the House's due to its smaller size and
traditions. A notable feature is the filibuster, a tactic used to delay or block a vote on a bill. A
senator can speak indefinitely to prevent a vote, unless a cloture motion, requiring 60 votes, is
passed to end the filibuster. This highlights the Senate's focus on deliberation and the potential for
minority influence.

Analyzing Voting Patterns and Outcomes: A Deeper Dive

Analyzing voting patterns can reveal important insights into the political alignments and priorities of
individual members and political parties. This information can be used by researchers, journalists,
and citizens alike to track legislative progress and understand the interplay of political forces.
Databases of Congressional voting records are publicly available, allowing for detailed analysis.

Conclusion

Understanding the intricacies of voting in Congress is essential for informed civic engagement.
While the processes can seem complex, mastering the basics of voice votes, roll-call votes, quorums,
and the unique Senate procedures empowers you to follow the legislative process more effectively
and engage more meaningfully in American democracy. By utilizing the publicly available resources,
you can gain a deeper understanding of the political landscape and the decisions that shape our



nation.

FAQs:

1. What happens if there's a tie in a Senate vote? The Vice President, as President of the Senate,
casts the tie-breaking vote.

2. How can I access Congressional voting records? The Library of Congress and the official websites
of the House and Senate provide comprehensive archives of voting records.

3. What is a unanimous consent agreement? It's an agreement in the Senate allowing for expedited
consideration of a bill without debate or amendment.

4. How frequently are roll-call votes used? Roll-call votes are used less frequently than electronic
votes but are common for significant or controversial legislation.

5. What are the implications of a failed cloture vote in the Senate? A failed cloture vote effectively
allows the filibuster to continue, delaying or potentially killing the bill.
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important right as Americans—“the right that protects all the others,” as Lyndon Johnson famously
said when he signed the Voting Rights Act—but it’s also the one most violently contested throughout
U.S. history. Since the gutting of the act in the landmark Shelby County v. Holder case in 2013,
many states have passed laws restricting the vote. After the 2020 election, President Trump’s effort
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other half on the left with a no-man's-land between them? Hardly. Forty percent of all American
voters are Independents who occupy the ample political and ideological space in the center. These
Americans are anything but divided, and they're being ignored. These Independents make up the
largest voting bloc in the nation and have determined the outcome of every election since World War
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concise introductory guide cross-referenced to it.
  voting in congress answer key: Let the People Pick the President Jesse Wegman, 2020-03-17
“Wegman combines in-depth historical analysis and insight into contemporary politics to present a
cogent argument that the Electoral College violates America’s ‘core democratic principles’ and
should be done away with... —Publishers Weekly The framers of the Constitution battled over it.
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vote, calling the integrity of the entire system into question—and creating a false picture of a
country divided into bright red and blue blocks when in fact we are purple from coast to coast. Even
when the popular-vote winner becomes president, tens of millions of Americans—Republicans and
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  voting in congress answer key: Learn about the United States U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services, 2009 Learn About the United States is intended to help permanent residents
gain a deeper understanding of U.S. history and government as they prepare to become citizens. The



product presents 96 short lessons, based on the sample questions from which the civics portion of
the naturalization test is drawn. An audio CD that allows students to listen to the questions, answers,
and civics lessons read aloud is also included. For immigrants preparing to naturalize, the chance to
learn more about the history and government of the United States will make their journey toward
citizenship a more meaningful one.
  voting in congress answer key: Campaign Guide for Congressional Candidates and
Committees , 1982
  voting in congress answer key: Introduction to Public Forum and Congressional Debate
Jeffrey Hannan, Benjamin Berkman, Chad Meadows, 2012 Conceived and written by three of the
most successful and talented National Forensic League coaches and educators, this text brings
together current best practices for Public Forum and Congressional Debate.
  voting in congress answer key: Super PACs Louise I. Gerdes, 2014-05-20 The passage of
Citizens United by the Supreme Court in 2010 sparked a renewed debate about campaign spending
by large political action committees, or Super PACs. Its ruling said that it is okay for corporations
and labor unions to spend as much as they want in advertising and other methods to convince people
to vote for or against a candidate. This book provides a wide range of opinions on the issue. Includes
primary and secondary sources from a variety of perspectives; eyewitnesses, scientific journals,
government officials, and many others.
  voting in congress answer key: The Politics Industry Katherine M. Gehl, Michael E. Porter,
2020-06-23 Leading political innovation activist Katherine Gehl and world-renowned business
strategist Michael Porter bring fresh perspective, deep scholarship, and a real and actionable
solution, Final Five Voting, to the grand challenge of our broken political and democratic system.
Final Five Voting has already been adopted in Alaska and is being advanced in states across the
country. The truth is, the American political system is working exactly how it is designed to work,
and it isn't designed or optimized today to work for us—for ordinary citizens. Most people believe
that our political system is a public institution with high-minded principles and impartial rules
derived from the Constitution. In reality, it has become a private industry dominated by a textbook
duopoly—the Democrats and the Republicans—and plagued and perverted by unhealthy competition
between the players. Tragically, it has therefore become incapable of delivering solutions to
America's key economic and social challenges. In fact, there's virtually no connection between our
political leaders solving problems and getting reelected. In The Politics Industry, business leader
and path-breaking political innovator Katherine Gehl and world-renowned business strategist
Michael Porter take a radical new approach. They ingeniously apply the tools of business
analysis—and Porter's distinctive Five Forces framework—to show how the political system functions
just as every other competitive industry does, and how the duopoly has led to the devastating
outcomes we see today. Using this competition lens, Gehl and Porter identify the most powerful
lever for change—a strategy comprised of a clear set of choices in two key areas: how our elections
work and how we make our laws. Their bracing assessment and practical recommendations cut
through the endless debate about various proposed fixes, such as term limits and campaign finance
reform. The result: true political innovation. The Politics Industry is an original and completely
nonpartisan guide that will open your eyes to the true dynamics and profound challenges of the
American political system and provide real solutions for reshaping the system for the benefit of all.
THE INSTITUTE FOR POLITICAL INNOVATION The authors will donate all royalties from the sale
of this book to the Institute for Political Innovation.
  voting in congress answer key: Congressional Intern Handbook Sue Grabowski,
Congressional Management Foundation (U.S.), 1996
  voting in congress answer key: The Vanishing Voter Thomas E. Patterson, 2009-09-09 From
the award-winning author of Out of Order—named the best political science book of the last decade
by the American Political Science Association—comes this landmark book about why Americans
don’t vote. Based on more than 80,000 interviews, The Vanishing Voter investigates why—despite a
better educated citizenry, the end of racial barriers to voting, and simplified voter registration



procedures—the percentage of voters has steadily decreased to the point that the United States now
has nearly the lowest voting rate in the world. Patterson cites the blurring of differences between
the political parties, the news media’s negative bias, and flaws in the election system to explain this
disturbing trend while suggesting specific reforms intended to bring Americans back to the polls.
Astute, far-reaching, and impeccably researched, The Vanishing Voter engages the very meaning of
our relationship to our government.
  voting in congress answer key: The Fight to Vote Michael Waldman, 2016-02-23 Praised by
the late John Lewis, this is the seminal book about the long and ongoing struggle to win voting rights
for all citizens by the president of The Brennan Center, the leading organization on voter rights and
election security, now newly revised to describe today’s intense fights over voting. As Rep. Lewis
said, and recent events in state legislatures across the country demonstrate, the struggle for the
right to vote is not over. In this “important and powerful” (Linda Greenhouse, former New York
Times Supreme Court correspondent) book Michael Waldman describes the long struggle to extend
the right to vote to all Americans. From the writing of the Constitution, and at every step along the
way, as disenfranchised Americans sought this right, others have fought to stop them. Waldman
traces this history from the Founders’ debates to today’s many restrictions: gerrymandering; voter
ID laws; the flood of dark money released by conservative organizations; and the concerted effort in
many state legislatures after the 2020 election to enact new limitations on voting. Despite the
pandemic, the 2020 election had the highest turnout since 1900. In this updated edition, Waldman
describes the nationwide effort that made this possible. He offers new insights into how Donald
Trump’s false claims of fraud—“the Big Lie”—led to the January 6 insurrection and the fights over
voting laws that followed one of the most dramatic chapters in the story of American democracy. As
Waldman shows, this fight, sometimes vicious, has always been at the center of American politics
because it determines the outcome of the struggle for power. The Fight to Vote is “an engaging,
concise history…offering many useful reforms that advocates on both sides of the aisle should
consider” (The Wall Street Journal).
  voting in congress answer key: Letter from Alexander Hamilton, Concerning the Public
Conduct and Character of John Adams, Esq., President of the United States Alexander Hamilton,
1809
  voting in congress answer key: By One Vote Michael Fitzgibbon Holt, 2008 A fresh
interpretation of the disputed presidential election of 1876 between Rutherford Hayes and Samuel
Tilden, which was characterized by allegations of election fraud and a narrow victory by a single
electoral vote. Many historians consider this election the precursor to the bitterly divisive 2000
Bush-Gore election.
  voting in congress answer key: American Government Scott F. Abernathy, 2017-11-27 The
Brief edition of American Government: Stories of a Nation outlines the crucial areas and helps guide
students along to what they should know... I am confident this approach is what students are looking
for. —Frank Fuller, Chestnut Hill College American government is not just one story—it’s many
stories. Our stories. And they are still being told. In American Government: Stories of a Nation,
author Scott Abernathy tunes in to the voices of America’s people, showing how diverse ideas
throughout our nation’s history have shaped our political institutions, our identities, the way we
participate and behave, the laws we live by, and the challenges we face. His storytelling approach
brings the core concepts of government to life, making them meaningful and memorable, and
allowing all students to see themselves reflected in the pages. For the new Brief Edition, Abernathy
has carefully condensed and updated the content from the Full version, giving your students the
information they need--and the stories they relate to--in a more concise, value-oriented package.
Curious how storytelling can boost learning in your classroom? Read a free whitepaper that explains
the research. A Complete Teaching & Learning Package Free Poster: What can you do with a
Political Science degree? SAGE Premium Video Included in the interactive eBook! SAGE Premium
Video tools and resources boost comprehension and bolster analysis. Preview a video. Interactive
eBook Includes access to SAGE Premium Video, interactive data exercises, multimedia tools, and



much more! Save when you bundle the Interactive eBook with the print version. Order using bundle
ISBN: 978-1-5443-2537-8 Learn more about the Interactive eBook. SAGE coursepacks FREE! Easily
import our quality instructor and student resource content into your school’s learning management
system (LMS) and save time. Learn more about instructor resources. SAGE edge FREE online
resources for students that make learning easier. See how your students benefit. Trending Topics
Series Help your students gain a deeper understanding of some of today’s most evocative political
topics—FREE when bundled! Browse the latest topics Looking for the AP® Edition? Learn more
about the brief text specifically tailored for the new AP® framework and exam.
  voting in congress answer key: The Electoral College Thomas Neale, 2012-11-21 When
Americans vote for President and Vice President, they are actually choosing presidential electors,
known collectively as the electoral college. It is these officials who choose the President and Vice
President of the United States. The complex elements comprising the electoral college system are
responsible for one of the most important processes of the American political and constitutional
system: election of the President and Vice President. A failure to elect, or worse, the choice of a
chief executive whose legitimacy might be open to question, could precipitate a profound
constitutional crisis that would require prompt, judicious, and well-informed action by Congress.
Article II, Section 1 of the Constitution, as amended in 1804 by the 12th Amendment, sets forth the
requirements for election of the President and Vice President. It authorizes each state to appoint, by
whatever means the legislature chooses, a number of electors equal to the combined total of its
Senate and House of Representatives delegations, for a contemporary total of 538, including three
electors for the District of Columbia. Since the Civil War, the states have universally provided for
popular election of the presidential electors. Anyone may serve as an elector, except Members of
Congress and persons holding offices of Trust or Profit under the Constitution. In each presidential
election year, the political parties and other groups that have secured a place on the ballot in each
state nominate a slate or ticket of candidates for elector. When voters cast a single vote for their
favored candidates on general election day, Tuesday after the first Monday in November (November
6 in 2012), they are actually voting for the slate of electors pledged to those candidates. The entire
slate of electors winning the most popular votes in the state is elected, a practice known as
winner-take-all, or the general ticket system. Maine and Nebraska use an alternative method, the
district plan, which awards two electors to the popular vote winners statewide, and one to the
popular vote winners in each congressional district. Electors assemble in their respective states on
the Monday after the second Wednesday in December (December 17 in 2012). They are expected to
vote for the candidates they represent. Separate ballots are cast for President and Vice President,
after which the electoral college ceases to exist until the next presidential election. State electoral
vote results are reported to Congress and are counted and declared at a joint session of Congress,
usually held on January 6 of the year succeeding the election, a date that may be altered by
legislation. Since January 6 falls on a Sunday in 2013, Congress will likely set another date for the
joint session in 2013, possibly January 8. A majority of electoral votes (currently 270 of 538) is
required to win, but the results submitted by any state are open to challenge at the joint session, as
provided by law. Past proposals for change by constitutional amendment have included various
reform options and direct popular election, which would eliminate the electoral college system, but
no substantive action on this issue has been taken in Congress for more than 20 years. At present,
however, a non-governmental organization, the National Popular Vote (NPV) campaign, proposes to
reform the electoral college by action taken at the state level; eight states and the District of
Columbia have approved the NPV compact to date.
  voting in congress answer key: Congress Online Dennis W. Johnson, 2013-04-15 While more
than a million e-mails clog the inboxes of Congress each day, some legislators can't even find their
own websites without the help of their staffers. In fact, laptops aren't even allowed on the floor of
the House or Senate. But, as Dennis W. Johnson demonstrates in Congress Online, there are some
savvy legislators who are taking advantage of new media to expand their power and influence-and
the Congressional communications revolution is just beginning. Born out of a Pew Charitable Trusts



research project of the same name, Congress Online is the definitive guide to electronic politics,
pointing the way to a system that could forge a new and more immediate connection between
legislators and the American people.
  voting in congress answer key: Water Code Texas, 1972
  voting in congress answer key: The Federal Reserve System Purposes and Functions Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve System, 2002 Provides an in-depth overview of the Federal
Reserve System, including information about monetary policy and the economy, the Federal Reserve
in the international sphere, supervision and regulation, consumer and community affairs and
services offered by Reserve Banks. Contains several appendixes, including a brief explanation of
Federal Reserve regulations, a glossary of terms, and a list of additional publications.
  voting in congress answer key: Resources in education , 1982-11
  voting in congress answer key: Miscellaneous Documents United States. Congress. House,
1884
  voting in congress answer key: Representing Congress Clifford K. Berryman, James
Zimmerhoff, 2017-08-30 INTRODUCTIONRepresenting Congress presents a selection of
politicalcartoons by Clifford K. Berryman to engage studentsin a discussion of what Congress is, how
it works,and what it does. It features the masterful work of one ofAmerica's preeminent political
cartoonists and showcases hisability to use portraits, representative symbols and figures,and iconic
personifications to convey thought-provokinginsights into the institutions and issues of civic life. The
Houseof Representatives and Senate take center stage as nationalelected officials work to realize
the ideals of the Founders.This eBook is designed to teach students to analyze history as conveyed in
visual media.The cartoons offer comments about various moments in history, and they challenge
thereader to evaluate their perspective and objectivity. Viewed outside their original
journalisticcontext, the cartoons engage and amuse as comic art, but they can also puzzlea reader
with references to little-remembered events and people. This eBook providescontextual information
on each cartoon to help dispel the historical mysteries.Berryman's cartoons were originally
published as illustrations for the front page of theWashington Post and the Washington Evening Star
at various dates spanning the years from 1896to 1949. Thirty-nine cartoons selected from the more
than 2,400 original Berryman drawingspreserved at the Center for Legislative Archives convey
thumbnail sketches of Congress inaction to reveal some of the enduring features of our national
representative government.For more than 50 years, Berryman's cartoons engaged readers of
Washington's newspapers,illustrating everyday political events as they related to larger issues of
civic life.These cartoons promise to engage students in similar ways today. The cartoons intrigueand
inform, puzzle and inspire. Like Congress itself, Berryman's cartoons seem familiarat first glance.
Closer study reveals nuances and design features that invite in-depthanalysis and discussion. Using
these cartoons, students engage in fun and substantivechallenges to unlock each cartoons' meaning
and better understand Congress. As theydo so, students will develop the critical thinking skills so
important to academic successand the future health and longevity of our democratic republic.2 | R E
P R E S E N T I N G C O N G R E S SHOW THIS eBOOK IS ORGANIZEDThis eBook presents 39
cartoons by Clifford K. Berryman,organized in six chapters that illustrate how Congress works.Each
page features one cartoon accompanied by links toadditional information and questions.TEACHING
WITH THIS eBOOKRepresenting Congress is designed to teach students aboutCongress-its history,
procedures, and constitutional roles-through the analysis of political cartoons.Students will study
these cartoons in three steps:* Analyze each cartoon using the NARA Cartoon Analysis Worksheet*
Analyze several cartoons to discuss how art illustrates civic life using Worksheet 2* Analyze each
cartoon in its historic context using Worksheet 3 (optional)Directions:1. Divide the class into small
groups, and assign each group to study one or more cartoonsin the chapter Congress and the
Constitution.2. Instruct each group to complete Worksheet 1: Analyzing Cartoons. Direct each
groupto share their analysis with the whole-class.3. Instruct each group to complete Worksheet 2:
Discussing Cartoons. Students shouldapply the questions to all of the cartoons in the chapter. Direct
each group to sharetheir analysis in a whole class discussion of the chapter.4. Repeat the above



steps with each succeeding chapter.5. Direct each group to share what they have learned in the
preceding activities in awhole-class discussion of Congress and the Constitution.6. Optional Activity:
Assign each group to read the Historical Context Informationstatement for their cartoon. The
students should then use the Historical Context
  voting in congress answer key: House documents , 1884
  voting in congress answer key: Campbell Vs. Morey James Edwin Campbell, 1884
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