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worst era in mlb history has long been a topic of debate among baseball
historians, fans, and analysts. Major League Baseball (MLB) has experienced
various highs and lows, but certain eras stand out as particularly
challenging and controversial. This comprehensive article explores the
darkest periods in MLB history, examining the factors that defined the worst
era, including scandals, labor disputes, and issues with competitiveness.
Readers will gain insights into the impact these times had on the sport, the
players, and the league’s reputation. By understanding the circumstances that
led to these downturns, we can appreciate the resilience of baseball and how
it has evolved. The article will cover key historical moments, the effects on
fans and players, and lessons learned from these turbulent times. Dive in to
discover which era is widely considered the worst in MLB history and why it
continues to influence the game today.
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Defining the Worst Era in MLB History

The worst era in MLB history is characterized by periods when the integrity
and popularity of the sport were severely challenged. These times often saw
scandals, cheating, labor strife, and a loss of fan trust. Defining what
constitutes the “worst era” involves analyzing multiple factors such as the
extent of controversy, the impact on the league’s reputation, and the long-
term consequences for baseball. While opinions may vary, several periods are
consistently cited as the most damaging to MLB’s legacy.

Key Factors for Evaluation

To identify the worst era, historians typically evaluate:



Scandal and cheating affecting game outcomes

Labor disputes leading to season interruptions

Loss of competitive balance

Declining fan attendance and engagement

Damage to player and league reputations

Each of these dimensions played a significant role in shaping how certain
eras are remembered and discussed in MLB history.

The Black Sox Scandal and Its Aftermath

One of the earliest and most notorious periods often regarded as the worst
era in MLB history was the Black Sox Scandal of 1919. During the World Series
between the Chicago White Sox and the Cincinnati Reds, eight White Sox
players were accused of intentionally losing games in exchange for money from
gamblers. This scandal not only shook the foundations of the sport but also
led to widespread distrust and calls for reform.

Immediate Consequences

The fallout from the scandal included:

Lifetime bans for eight players, including star Shoeless Joe Jackson

Establishment of the office of Commissioner of Baseball to restore
integrity

Widespread skepticism about the fairness of MLB games

The Black Sox Scandal forced MLB to take drastic measures to rebuild its
reputation, but the damage lingered for years, making it a pivotal moment in
determining the worst era in baseball history.

The Steroid Era: Controversy and Consequences

The Steroid Era, spanning roughly from the late 1980s through the mid-2000s,
is another period often cited as the worst era in MLB history. Rampant use of
performance-enhancing drugs (PEDs) among players led to inflated statistics,



tainted records, and ethical debates about fairness and integrity.

High-Profile Incidents

This era saw several prominent players implicated in steroid use, including
home run leaders and MVPs. The infamous BALCO investigation and congressional
hearings further exposed the widespread nature of PEDs in baseball.

Effects on the Game

The Steroid Era resulted in:

Questionable home run records and achievements

Loss of trust among fans and sponsors

Hall of Fame controversies

Stricter drug testing policies

The legacy of the Steroid Era continues to impact MLB, as debates over player
eligibility and record legitimacy persist.

Labor Disputes and the Lost 1994 Season

Another contender for the worst era in MLB history is the period marked by
labor unrest, culminating in the 1994 players’ strike. This labor dispute led
to the cancellation of the remainder of the season and the World Series, a
first in MLB’s storied history.

Economic Factors

The strike was fueled by disagreements over salary caps, revenue sharing, and
free agency. Owners and players failed to reach an agreement, resulting in
substantial financial losses for the league and its athletes.

Fan Reaction and Impact

The 1994 strike left fans disillusioned and frustrated. Attendance dropped
sharply in subsequent seasons, and MLB’s popularity suffered a significant
blow. It took years for the league to recover its standing among sports fans.



Competitive Imbalance and Declining Attendance

Beyond scandals and labor disputes, competitive imbalance has also defined
some of the worst eras in MLB history. Periods when a handful of teams
dominated due to financial advantages have led to predictability and
decreased excitement for fans.

Causes of Imbalance

Several factors contribute to competitive disparity:

Large-market teams outspending smaller clubs

Inequitable revenue distribution

Inconsistent talent development systems

When fans perceive the outcome of a season as predetermined, their engagement
drops, leading to lower attendance and diminished interest.

Impact on Players, Fans, and the League

The worst era in MLB history not only affected the business and reputation of
the league but also took a toll on players and fans. Players faced
uncertainty regarding job security, recognition, and fair competition. Fans,
meanwhile, felt betrayed or disconnected during periods of controversy and
imbalance.

Long-Term Effects

The repercussions included:

Changes in league policies and governance

Altered public perception of baseball

Difficulty attracting new generations of fans

These impacts underscore the far-reaching consequences of MLB’s darkest
periods.



Lessons Learned and the Road to Recovery

MLB has taken significant steps to overcome the challenges presented by its
worst era. The league has implemented stricter drug policies, improved
transparency, and addressed competitive imbalance through mechanisms like
revenue sharing and expanded playoffs. Additionally, efforts to rebuild trust
with fans have been a cornerstone of recovery.

Key Strategies for Improvement

Enhanced enforcement of rules and fair play

Investment in player development and welfare

Engaging fans through multimedia and outreach

Modernizing stadiums and game-day experiences

By learning from its most difficult times, MLB has shown resilience and
adaptability, ensuring the sport remains a cherished part of American
culture.

Q: What is considered the worst era in MLB history?
A: The worst era in MLB history is generally considered to be either the
Black Sox Scandal of 1919, the Steroid Era from the late 1980s to mid-2000s,
or the labor disputes culminating in the 1994 strike. Each period brought
significant challenges and controversy to the sport.

Q: How did the Black Sox Scandal affect Major League
Baseball?
A: The Black Sox Scandal led to lifetime bans for eight players, the creation
of the office of the Commissioner of Baseball, and long-lasting skepticism
about the integrity of the game, significantly harming MLB's reputation.

Q: What were the main issues during the Steroid Era?
A: The Steroid Era was marked by widespread use of performance-enhancing
drugs, resulting in inflated statistics, tainted records, diminished fan
trust, and increased scrutiny of players and league policies.



Q: Why was the 1994 MLB season canceled?
A: The 1994 MLB season was canceled due to a players' strike caused by
disputes over salary caps, revenue sharing, and free agency. This led to the
loss of both the remainder of the season and the World Series.

Q: How did competitive imbalance contribute to the
worst era in MLB history?
A: Competitive imbalance, often due to financial disparities between teams,
made seasons predictable and less exciting, leading to declining attendance
and reduced fan engagement.

Q: What long-term effects did the worst era have on
MLB?
A: The worst era resulted in stricter league policies, changes in governance,
altered public perception, and challenges in attracting new fans, impacting
MLB for years to come.

Q: What measures has MLB taken to recover from its
worst era?
A: MLB has implemented enhanced drug testing, improved transparency,
established revenue sharing, expanded playoffs, and invested in fan
engagement and player development to restore trust and competitiveness.

Q: Are records from the Steroid Era still recognized
by MLB?
A: Yes, records from the Steroid Era are still officially recognized, but
many are debated among fans and analysts due to the widespread use of
performance-enhancing drugs during that time.

Q: Did fan attendance recover after the worst
periods in MLB history?
A: While attendance dropped significantly during and after the worst eras,
MLB has gradually regained fans through reforms, improved competition, and
better marketing efforts.



Q: Which era had the most lasting impact on the
perception of baseball?
A: The Steroid Era arguably had the most lasting impact, as it continues to
influence debates over player achievements, Hall of Fame eligibility, and the
integrity of the sport.
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The Worst Era in MLB History: A Contentious Debate

Determining the "worst" era in Major League Baseball history is inherently subjective. What
constitutes "worst" – lowest attendance? Most stagnant offensive production? The least compelling
storylines? The answer, ultimately, depends on your criteria. This post delves into various periods
often cited as contenders for the title of "worst," examining their strengths and weaknesses to offer
a nuanced perspective. We’ll explore the arguments surrounding each era, providing you with the
context to form your own informed opinion on which period truly holds the dubious honor.

The Dead-Ball Era (1900-1919): A Low-Scoring Landscape

Often cited as a contender for the "worst" era, the Dead-Ball Era is infamous for its low-scoring
games. Pitcher dominance reigned supreme, with runs scarce and exciting rallies infrequent. The
lack of offensive firepower undoubtedly contributed to slower-paced games, potentially leading to
lower fan engagement.

#### Factors contributing to the low scoring:

The “spitball” and other illicit pitches: Pitchers routinely employed illegal pitches, adding to their
advantage over batters.
Smaller ballparks: Smaller dimensions limited home run potential.
Conservative offensive strategies: Managers prioritized minimizing strikeouts and bunting for base
hits, leading to less exciting action.

However, the Dead-Ball Era wasn’t devoid of captivating moments. The rise of legendary figures like
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Ty Cobb and Christy Mathewson created memorable rivalries and cemented the era's place in
baseball history. The introduction of the World Series also added a significant layer of excitement.

The Post-World War II Era (1940s-1950s): A period of
stagnation?

Following the war, baseball faced challenges in attracting fans. Attendance dipped in certain years,
potentially influenced by the return of soldiers to civilian life and the emergence of competing forms
of entertainment. While there were moments of brilliance, the overall pace of the game, along with
the socio-political context, potentially diminished its appeal for a segment of the population.

#### Challenges of this era:

Post-war adjustments: The nation focused on rebuilding and readjustment following World War II.
Competition from other forms of entertainment: The rise of television and other forms of
entertainment presented significant competition for fans' attention.
Integration challenges: The ongoing process of integrating Black players into Major League
Baseball, while ultimately positive, came with its own complexities and difficulties during this time.

The 1960s and 1970s: A Struggle for Relevance?

The 1960s and 70s saw baseball grapple with competition from other sports, and changing cultural
attitudes. While legendary players like Hank Aaron and Willie Mays graced the fields, the league
faced a period of fluctuating popularity and arguably less compelling storylines compared to other
decades.

#### Issues during this time:

Rise of other professional sports: The growing popularity of the NFL and NBA drew audiences away
from baseball.
Labor disputes: Several player strikes and lockouts marred the seasons, alienating some fans.
Changing social landscape: The evolving social climate of the era impacted fan interest in certain
ways.

Yet, this period also witnessed significant advancements, including the introduction of free agency,
revolutionizing player contracts and team dynamics.

The Steroid Era (late 1980s – early 2000s): A Dark Cloud Over
Achievements



The steroid era is often considered the most controversial in MLB history. While the offensive
numbers were spectacular, the widespread use of performance-enhancing drugs casts a long shadow
over the achievements of this time. The subsequent investigations and revelations tarnished the
integrity of the game and left many fans feeling disillusioned.

#### Negative aspects of this era:

Erosion of trust: The revelation of widespread steroid use damaged fan faith in the game's honesty
and fairness.
Unbalanced competition: The performance advantage gained through steroids created an uneven
playing field.
Long-term health consequences: The severe health risks associated with steroid use cast a dark pall
over the accomplishments.

Conclusion

Ultimately, declaring one era as definitively the "worst" in MLB history is a complex task. Each
period presented its unique challenges and triumphs. The Dead-Ball Era lacked offensive
excitement, while the Steroid Era suffered from a crisis of integrity. The post-war and 1960s-70s
eras faced external competitive pressures and changing cultural landscapes. A comprehensive
assessment requires considering these various factors alongside individual preferences for the style
and character of the game. The "worst" era is truly a matter of personal perspective.

FAQs

1. Did the low scoring of the Dead-Ball Era automatically make it the worst? Not necessarily. While
the lack of runs may have lessened excitement for some, others appreciate the strategic nuance and
pitching dominance of that era.

2. How did the steroid era impact the legacy of players? The steroid era significantly impacts the
legacies of players, creating a lasting debate about the validity of their statistics and their place in
baseball history.

3. What measures were taken to address the steroid problem? MLB implemented stricter testing and
penalties for steroid use, though the effectiveness of these measures remains a subject of ongoing
discussion.

4. Did the introduction of free agency improve or worsen baseball? Free agency significantly altered
the power dynamic between players and teams, leading to both positive and negative consequences
for the sport.

5. Can we objectively determine the "worst" era in MLB history? No, determining the "worst" era is
subjective. It depends on individual priorities and what factors are deemed most important in



evaluating an era's success or failure.

  worst era in mlb history: The Year Babe Ruth Hit 104 Home Runs Bill Jenkinson,
2007-02-09 In an unprecedented look at Babe Ruth's amazing batting power, sure to inspire debate
among baseball fans of every stripe, one of the country's most respected and trusted baseball
historians reveals the amazing conclusions of more than twenty years of research. Jenkinson takes
readers through Ruth's 1921 season, in which his pattern of battled balls would have accounted for
more than 100 home runs in today's ballparks and under today's rules. Yet, 1921 is just tip of the
iceberg, for Jenkinson's research reveals that during an era of mammoth field dimensions Ruth hit
more 450-plus-feet shots than anybody in history, and the conclusions one can draw are mind
boggling.
  worst era in mlb history: Baseball Dynasties Rob Neyer, Eddie Epstein, 2000 Assesses the
top fifteen baseball teams of the twentieth century, including such legendary squads as the 1927
Yankees and the 1970 Orioles, to determine which team was the greatest of the modern era.
  worst era in mlb history: Ball Four Jim Bouton, 2012-03-20 The 50th Anniversary edition of
“the book that changed baseball” (NPR), chosen by Time magazine as one of the “100 Greatest
Non-Fiction” books. When Ball Four was published in 1970, it created a firestorm. Bouton was called
a Judas, a Benedict Arnold, and a “social leper” for having violated the “sanctity of the clubhouse.”
Baseball commissioner Bowie Kuhn tried to force Bouton to sign a statement saying the book wasn’t
true. Ballplayers, most of whom hadn’t read it, denounced the book. It was even banned by a few
libraries. Almost everyone else, however, loved Ball Four. Fans liked discovering that athletes were
real people—often wildly funny people. David Halberstam, who won a Pulitzer for his reporting on
Vietnam, wrote a piece in Harper’s that said of Bouton: “He has written . . . a book deep in the
American vein, so deep in fact that it is by no means a sports book.” Today Ball Four has taken on
another role—as a time capsule of life in the sixties. “It is not just a diary of Bouton’s 1969 season
with the Seattle Pilots and Houston Astros,” says sportswriter Jim Caple. “It’s a vibrant, funny,
telling history of an era that seems even further away than four decades. To call it simply a ‘tell all
book’ is like describing The Grapes of Wrath as a book about harvesting peaches in California.”
Includes a new foreword by Jim Bouton's wife, Paula Kurman “An irreverent, best-selling book that
angered baseball’s hierarchy and changed the way journalists and fans viewed the sports world.”
—The Washington Post
  worst era in mlb history: The SABR Baseball List & Record Book Society for American
Baseball Research, 2007-03-20 From the authority on baseball research and statistics comes a vast
and fascinating compendium of unique baseball lists and records. The SABR Baseball List & Record
Book is an expansive collection of pitching, hitting, fielding, home run, team, and rookie records not
available online or in any other book. This is a treasure trove of baseball history for statistically
minded baseball fans that's also packed with intriguing marginalia. For instance, on July 25, 1967,
Chicago's Ken Berry ended Game Two of a doubleheader against Cleveland with a home run in the
bottom of the sixteenth inning -- Chicago's second game-winning homer of the day. The
comprehensive lists include Most Career Home Runs by Two Brothers (Tommie and Hank Aaron
have 768), Most Seasons with 15 or More Wins (Cy Young and Greg Maddux each have 18), and
Highest On Base Percentage in a Season by a Rookie (listing every rookie above .400). Unlike other
record books that only list the record holders -- say, most RBI by a rookie, held by Ted Williams with
145 -- SABR details every rookie to reach 100 RBI. Other record books might note the last pitcher in
each league to steal home; here SABR has included every pitcher to do it. The book also includes a
number of idiosyncratic features, such as a rundown of every player who has hit a triple and then
stolen home, or every reliever who has won two games in one day. Many of the lists include a
comments column for key historical notes and entertaining trivia (Bob Horner hit four home runs in
a 1986 game, but his team lost). This is a must-have for every fan's library. Edited by Lyle Spatz,
Chairman of the Baseball Records Committee for SABR



  worst era in mlb history: Encyclopedia of Major League Baseball Clubs Steven Riess,
2006-06-30 From exploits on the field, to machinations in the front office, to data on the cities where
they play, the Encyclopedia of Major League Baseball Clubs presents the team history of each of the
30 MLB teams. Intelligent, in-depth essays provide social and economic histories of each club that
go beyond the recounting of team glories or failures year by year. Team origins, annual campaigns,
and players and managers all figure into the story, but so do owners, financiers, politicians,
neighborhoods and fans. Teams are also looked at as business enterprises, with special attention
given to labor issues like the reserve clause and free agency, as well as stadium construction and
financing. Social and political issues are covered as well, including racism and integration, ethnic
makeup of fans and players, gambling, liquor sales, and Sunday play. National events, like World
War I, World War II, the Great Depression and the Cold War, and their impact on the national
pastime, are also brought into the picture where they are relevant. Media coverage and
broadcasting rights are discussed, as is the great influence the flood of media money has had on the
sport. As America's sport, baseball reflects not just our ideas and beliefs about competition, it also
reflects our national and regional identities. Readers will be able to find useful information about:
important players, managers, owners; community relations/charity work; business and labor issues
(television income, free agency); race relations; baseball/sports economics (including stadium
construction, team relocations; and teams in local and national culture (Fenway Park, Wrigley Field
as local icons, Yankees as a national team). Every essay is signed, and concludes with suggested
readings and a bibliography. The work is illustrated, has a comprehensive bibliography, and is
thoroughly indexed.
  worst era in mlb history: The Greatest Game Ever Pitched Jim Kaplan, 2013-04 The Braves'
Spahn and the Giants' Marichal began their duel in San Francisco's cold and windy Candlestick
Park. Four hours later, the two pitching legends were deadlocked in a scoreless tie when Willie
Mays hit a walk-off home run to end the greatest game ever pitched. In between, Marichal and
Spahn each threw more than 200 pitches and went 16 innings without relief--Publisher marketing.
  worst era in mlb history: Baseball's Most Baffling MVP Ballots Jeremy Lehrman,
2016-10-04 From its colorful beginnings more than a century ago, baseball's annual Most Valuable
Player Award has become the most prestigious (and contentious) individual honor in the sport. No
accolade means more to players, fans or the media. No other award can claim a voting history so
rich in alleged snubs, grudges, conspiracies and incompetence. Examining the most controversial
ballots, this book attempts to settle some arguments and answer some compelling questions: Which
of the so-called worst MVPs holds up to modern statistical analysis? Who cast the single worst vote
in MVP history? Does racial bias influence the vote? Who really deserved the award in a given year?
  worst era in mlb history: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American League All-Stars
Wikipedia contributors,
  worst era in mlb history: Cardboard Gods Josh Wilker, 2010 Wilker marks the stages of his life
through the baseball cards he collected as a child. He captures the experience of growing up
obsessed with baseball cards and explores what it means to be a fan of the game.
  worst era in mlb history: Baseball's Ultimate Power Bill Jenkinson, 2010-03-16 The tape
measure home run is the greatest single act of power in the game of baseball, and the tales of these
homers are the most cherished legacies players and fans hand down through the generations. Fully
illustrated with photos of the players and aerial ballpark photos showing the landing spots of each
stadium's longest homers.
  worst era in mlb history: American League Franchises Frank P. Jozsa Jr., 2015-12-09 This
brief analyzes each of the Major League Baseball (MLB) franchises in the American League, their
past regular-season and postseason records and financial performances while operating as
competitive, popular, and profitable or unprofitable enterprises. Using sport-specific information and
relevant demographic, economic, and financial data, this brief will highlight when and how well
these MLB teams performed and the financial status and significance of their organization as a
member of an elite professional baseball league. The brief also investigates the success of teams in



terms of wins and losses based on home attendance at their ballparks, market value, and revenue.
Furthermore, it compares the history, productivity, and prosperity of the franchises among rivals in
their division like the Boston Red Sox and New York Yankees in the American League East Division,
Chicago White Sox and Detroit Tigers in the Central Division, and Oakland Athletics and Los Angeles
Angels of Anaheim in the West Division. This brief will be of interest to practitioners and scholars
who research the sports industry, college and university professors who teach undergraduate and
graduate students majoring in sports administration, business, economics and management, and
fans of the sport.
  worst era in mlb history: Win Shares Bill James, Jim Henzler, 2002
  worst era in mlb history: The Neyer/James Guide to Pitchers Bill James, Rob Neyer,
2008-06-16 Preeminent baseball analyst Bill James and ESPN.com baseball columnist Rob Neyer
compile information on pitches and their origins, nearly two thousand pitchers, and more in this
comprehensive guide. Pitchers, the pitches they throw, and how they throw them—they’re the stuff
of constant scrutiny, but there's never been anything like a comprehensive source for such
information…until now. Bill James and Rob Neyer spent over a decade compiling the centerpiece of
this book, the Pitcher Census, which lists specific information for nearly two thousand pitchers,
ranging throughout the history of professional baseball. Their guide also includes a dictionary
describing virtually every known pitch, biographies of great pitchers who have been overlooked, and
top ten lists for fastballs, spitballs, and everything in between. James and Neyer also weigh in on the
debate over pitcher abuse and durability, offer a formula for predicting the Cy Young Award winner,
and reveal James’s Pitcher Codes. Learn about the origins and development of baseball’s most
important pitches and more knuckleballers and submariners than you ever thought existed!
Baseball’s action always starts with the pitchers. Begin to understand them and join in on
entertaining debates while having a great deal of fun with the history of the game that captivates so
many with this one-of-a-kind guide.
  worst era in mlb history: The Bill James Historical Baseball Abstract Bill James, 1988 This
volume provides historical statistics & commentary on baseball.
  worst era in mlb history: Who's on Worst? Filip Bondy, 2013-03-26 Who were the best
ballplayers of all time? It's an endless question, but here's something much more fun: Who was the
worst of all time? Who was the lousiest pitcher? The biggest goat? The most despicable owner? The
most over-paid bum? Finally, Filip Bondy answers these questions, wielding his own brand of
formidable research, advanced sabermetrics and considerable wit to provide this indispensable
guide to the less glorious side of our national pastime. Each chapter is filled with rich and colorful
stories about the players unfortunate enough to be chosen in each category--like Too Fat to Bat or
Anyone Seen My Mitt. So welcome to the Hall of Shame. It's awesome.
  worst era in mlb history: Baseball Goes to War William B. Mead, 1998 The bumbling St.
Louis Browns won their only pennant during World War II, while Williams, DiMaggio, Feller and
other stars were in uniform fighting--or playing ball--for Uncle Sam. This is the hilarious history of
that era.
  worst era in mlb history: The Worst Hard Time Timothy Egan, 2006-09-01 In a tour de force
of historical reportage, Timothy Egan’s National Book Award–winning story rescues an iconic
chapter of American history from the shadows. The dust storms that terrorized the High Plains in
the darkest years of the Depression were like nothing ever seen before or since. Following a dozen
families and their communities through the rise and fall of the region, Timothy Egan tells of their
desperate attempts to carry on through blinding black dust blizzards, crop failure, and the death of
loved ones. Brilliantly capturing the terrifying drama of catastrophe, he does equal justice to the
human characters who become his heroes, “the stoic, long-suffering men and women whose lives he
opens up with urgency and respect” (New York Times). In an era that promises ever-greater natural
disasters, The Worst Hard Time is “arguably the best nonfiction book yet” (Austin Statesman
Journal) on the greatest environmental disaster ever to be visited upon our land and a powerful
reminder about the dangers of trifling with nature. This e-book includes a sample chapter of THE



IMMORTAL IRISHMAN.
  worst era in mlb history: Whatever Happened to the Hall of Fame Bill James, 1995-04-06
Arguing about the merits of players is the baseball fan's second favorite pastime and every year the
Hall of Fame elections spark heated controversy. In a book that's sure to thrill--and
infuriate--countless fans, Bill James takes a hard look at the Hall, probing its history, its politics and,
most of all, its decisions.
  worst era in mlb history: The Extra 2% Jonah Keri, 2011-03-08 What happens when three
financial industry whiz kids and certified baseball nuts take over an ailing major league franchise
and implement the same strategies that fueled their success on Wall Street? In the case of the 2008
Tampa Bay Rays, an American League championship happens—the culmination of one of the
greatest turnarounds in baseball history. In The Extra 2%, financial journalist and sportswriter Jonah
Keri chronicles the remarkable story of one team’s Cinderella journey from divisional doormat to
World Series contender. When former Goldman Sachs colleagues Stuart Sternberg and Matthew
Silverman assumed control of the Tampa Bay Devil Rays in 2005, it looked as if they were buying the
baseball equivalent of a penny stock. But the incoming regime came armed with a master plan: to
leverage their skill at trading, valuation, and management to build a model twenty-first-century
franchise that could compete with their bigger, stronger, richer rivals—and prevail. Together with
“boy genius” general manager Andrew Friedman, the new Rays owners jettisoned the old ways of
doing things, substituting their own innovative ideas about employee development, marketing and
public relations, and personnel management. They exorcized the “devil” from the team’s nickname,
developed metrics that let them take advantage of undervalued aspects of the game, like defense,
and hired a forward-thinking field manager as dedicated to unconventional strategy as they were. By
quantifying the game’s intangibles—that extra 2% that separates a winning organization from a
losing one—they were able to deliver to Tampa Bay something that Billy Beane’s “Moneyball” had
never brought to Oakland: an American League pennant. A book about what happens when you
apply your business skills to your life’s passion, The Extra 2% is an informative and entertaining
case study for any organization that wants to go from worst to first.
  worst era in mlb history: #MakeoverMonday Andy Kriebel, Eva Murray, 2018-10-02 Explore
different perspectives and approaches to create more effective visualizations #MakeoverMonday
offers inspiration and a giant dose of perspective for those who communicate data. Originally a small
project in the data visualization community, #MakeoverMonday features a weekly chart or graph
and a dataset that community members reimagine in order to make it more effective. The results
have been astounding; hundreds of people have contributed thousands of makeovers, perfectly
illustrating the highly variable nature of data visualization. Different takes on the same data showed
a wide variation of theme, focus, content, and design, with side-by-side comparisons throwing more-
and less-effective techniques into sharp relief. This book is an extension of that project, featuring a
variety of makeovers that showcase various approaches to data communication and a focus on the
analytical, design and storytelling skills that have been developed through #MakeoverMonday.
Paging through the makeovers ignites immediate inspiration for your own work, provides insight
into different perspectives, and highlights the techniques that truly make an impact. Explore the
many approaches to visual data communication Think beyond the data and consider audience,
stakeholders, and message Design your graphs to be intuitive and more communicative Assess the
impact of layout, color, font, chart type, and other design choices Creating visual representation of
complex datasets is tricky. There’s the mandate to include all relevant data in a clean, readable
format that best illustrates what the data is saying—but there is also the designer’s impetus to
showcase a command of the complexity and create multidimensional visualizations that “look cool.”
#MakeoverMonday shows you the many ways to walk the line between simple reporting and design
artistry to create exactly the visualization the situation requires.
  worst era in mlb history: Ty Cobb Charles Leerhsen, 2015-05-12 An biography of perhaps the
most significant and controversial player in baseball history, Ty Cobb, drawing in part on newly
discovered letters and documents--



  worst era in mlb history: K: A History of Baseball in Ten Pitches Tyler Kepner, 2019-04-02
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • From The New York Times baseball columnist, an enchanting,
enthralling history of the national pastime as told through the craft of pitching, based on years of
archival research and interviews with more than three hundred people from Hall of Famers to the
stars of today. The baseball is an amazing plaything. We can grip it and hold it so many different
ways, and even the slightest calibration can turn an ordinary pitch into a weapon to thwart the
greatest hitters in the world. Each pitch has its own history, evolving through the decades as the
masters pass it down to the next generation. From the earliest days of the game, when Candy
Cummings dreamed up the curveball while flinging clamshells on a Brooklyn beach, pitchers have
never stopped innovating. In K: A History of Baseball in Ten Pitches, Tyler Kepner traces the colorful
stories and fascinating folklore behind the ten major pitches. Each chapter highlights a different
pitch, from the blazing fastball to the fluttering knuckleball to the slippery spitball. Infusing every
page with infectious passion for the game, Kepner brings readers inside the minds of combatants
sixty feet, six inches apart. Filled with priceless insights from many of the best pitchers in baseball
history--from Bob Gibson, Steve Carlton, and Nolan Ryan to Greg Maddux, Mariano Rivera, and
Clayton Kershaw--K will be the definitive book on pitching and join such works as The Glory of Their
Times and Moneyball as a classic of the genre.
  worst era in mlb history: Blood Sport Tim Elfrink, Gus Garcia-Roberts, 2015-04-07 The
definitive and dramatic story of the Alex Rodriguez and Biogenesis scandal, written by the reporters
who broke and covered the story. “Blood Sport is riveting...a tragicomedy filled with characters
straight out of a Carl Hiaasen novel.”—The Washington Post The effects of the Biogenesis case—the
biggest drug scandal in the history of American sports—are still being felt today. Fifteen Major
League Baseball players were suspended, including Yankees superstar Alex Rodriguez. Ten men
were indicted in federal court. And a new MLB commissioner was elected based on his role leading
the response to the case. Now, Tim Elfrink—who broke that first story in the Miami New
Times—joins forces with Pulitzer Prize finalist investigative reporter Gus Garcia-Roberts to tell the
shocking full story behind the headlines. Blood Sport blows the lid off the most expensive scandal in
the history of the game, and now includes an epilogue revealing the stunning aftermath of the
scandal and its effects for years to come.
  worst era in mlb history: The Glory of Their Times Lawrence S. Ritter, 2013-07-02 “Easily the
best baseball book ever produced by anyone.” —Cleveland Plain Dealer “This was the best baseball
book published in 1966, it is the best baseball book of its kind now, and, if it is reissued in 10 years,
it will be the best baseball book.” — People From Lawrence Ritter, co-author of The Image of Their
Greatness and The 100 Greatest Baseball Players of All Time, comes one of the bestselling, most
acclaimed sports books of all time. Baseball was different in earlier days—tougher, more raw, more
intimate—when giants like Babe Ruth and Ty Cobb ran the bases. In the monumental classic The
Glory of Their Times, the golden era of our national pastime comes alive through the vibrant words
of those who played and lived the game. It is a book every baseball fan should read!
  worst era in mlb history: Who's on Worst? Filip Bondy, 2014-02-25 Who were the best
ballplayers of all time? It's an endless question, but here's something much more fun: Who was the
worst of all time? Who was the lousiest pitcher? The biggest goat? The most despicable owner? The
most over-paid bum? Finally, Filip Bondy answers these questions, wielding his own brand of
formidable research, advanced sabermetrics and considerable wit to provide this indispensable
guide to the less glorious side of our national pastime. Each chapter is filled with rich and colorful
stories about the players unfortunate enough to be chosen in each category--like Too Fat to Bat or
Anyone Seen My Mitt. So welcome to the Hall of Shame. It's awesome.
  worst era in mlb history: Baseball State by State Chris Jensen, 2012-08-09 Offering a fresh
approach to the familiar concept of all-time baseball teams, this exhaustive work ranks more than
2,500 players by state of birth and includes both major league and Negro League athletes. Each
chapter covers one state and opens with the all-time team, naming a top selection for each position
followed by honorable mentions. Also included are all-time stat leaders in nine categories--games,



hits, average, RBI, home runs, stolen bases, pitching wins, strikeouts and saves--a brief overview of
the state's baseball history, notable player achievements, historic baseball places to see, potential
future stars, a comprehensive list of player nicknames, and the state's all-time best player.
  worst era in mlb history: Ninety Percent Mental Bob Tewksbury, 2018-03-20 Former Major
League pitcher and mental skills coach for two of baseball's legendary franchises (the Boston Red
Sox and San Francisco Giants) Bob Tewksbury takes fans inside the psychology of baseball. In
Ninety Percent Mental, Bob Tewksbury shows readers a side of the game only he can provide, given
his singular background as both a longtime MLB pitcher and a mental skills coach for two of the
sport's most fabled franchises, the Boston Red Sox and San Francisco Giants. Fans watching the
game on television or even at the stadium don't have access to the mind games a pitcher must play
in order to get through an at-bat, an inning, a game. Tewksbury explores the fascinating psychology
behind baseball, such as how players use techniques of imagery, self-awareness, and strategic
thinking to maximize performance, and how a pitcher's strategy changes throughout a game. He
also offers an in-depth look into some of baseball's most monumental moments and intimate
anecdotes from a who's who of the game, including legendary players who Tewksbury played with
and against (such as Mark McGwire, Craig Biggio, and Greg Maddux), game-changing managers and
executives (Joe Torre, Bruce Bochy, Brian Sabean), and current star players (Jon Lester, Anthony
Rizzo, Andrew Miller, Rich Hill). With Tewksbury's esoteric knowledge as a thinking-fan's player and
his expertise as a baseball whisperer, this entertaining book is perfect for any fan who wants to see
the game in a way he or she has never seen it before. Ninety Percent Mental will deliver an
unprecedented look at the mound games and mind games of Major League Baseball.
  worst era in mlb history: The Negro Leagues are Major Leagues Bob Kendrick, 2021-12-15
SABR and MLB recently concluded that the Negro Leagues were major leagues. This volume tells
how the lost history and statistical record of the Negro Leagues were rebuilt and serves as an
introduction to Negro League history as a whole.
  worst era in mlb history: Ballpark Paul Goldberger, 2019-05-14 An exhilarating, splendidly
illustrated, entirely new look at the history of baseball: told through the stories of the vibrant and
ever-changing ballparks where the game was and is staged, by the Pulitzer Prize-winning
architectural critic. From the earliest corrals of the mid-1800s (Union Grounds in Brooklyn was a
saloon in the open air), to the much mourned parks of the early 1900s (Detroit's Tiger Stadium,
Cincinnati's Palace of the Fans), to the stadiums we fill today, Paul Goldberger makes clear the
inextricable bond between the American city and America's favorite pastime. In the changing
locations and architecture of our ballparks, Goldberger reveals the manifestations of a changing
society: the earliest ballparks evoked the Victorian age in their accommodations--bleachers for the
riffraff, grandstands for the middle-class; the concrete donuts of the 1950s and '60s made plain
television's grip on the public's attention; and more recent ballparks, like Baltimore's Camden Yards,
signal a new way forward for stadium design and for baseball's role in urban development.
Throughout, Goldberger shows us the way in which baseball's history is concurrent with our cultural
history: the rise of urban parks and public transportation; the development of new building materials
and engineering and design skills. And how the site details and the requirements of the game--the
diamond, the outfields, the walls, the grandstands--shaped our most beloved ballparks. A fascinating,
exuberant ode to the Edens at the heart of our cities--where dreams are as limitless as the outfields.
  worst era in mlb history: On a Clear Day They Could See Seventh Place , 2010-04-01 The
only one of its kind, this book deals solely with the worst teams in the major leagues. These two
sports writers have decided that it is time to give baseball's lousiest teams some recognition. The
franchise that lost 40 of its last 41 games, the team that pitched so badly that their pictures were not
allowed on baseball cards, and definitely the funniest team in baseball, the 1962New York Mets, are
among the area covered in this unforgettable account of thebumbling boys of summer. 12 pages of
photographs. Radio giveaways.
  worst era in mlb history: Baseball's Top 100 Kerry Banks, 2010 Provides a collection of
achievements on the baseball diamond. From the most grand slams in a career to the most



consecutive stolen bases, from the familiar to the unfamiliar record holders, the best of the best is
all here.
  worst era in mlb history: Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair Game Michael Lewis,
2004-03-17 Michael Lewis’s instant classic may be “the most influential book on sports ever written”
(People), but “you need know absolutely nothing about baseball to appreciate the wit, snap, economy
and incisiveness of [Lewis’s] thoughts about it” (Janet Maslin, New York Times). One of GQ's 50 Best
Books of Literary Journalism of the 21st Century Just before the 2002 season opens, the Oakland
Athletics must relinquish its three most prominent (and expensive) players and is written off by just
about everyone—but then comes roaring back to challenge the American League record for
consecutive wins. How did one of the poorest teams in baseball win so many games? In a quest to
discover the answer, Michael Lewis delivers not only “the single most influential baseball book ever”
(Rob Neyer, Slate) but also what “may be the best book ever written on business” (Weekly
Standard). Lewis first looks to all the logical places—the front offices of major league teams, the
coaches, the minds of brilliant players—but discovers the real jackpot is a cache of
numbers?numbers!?collected over the years by a strange brotherhood of amateur baseball
enthusiasts: software engineers, statisticians, Wall Street analysts, lawyers, and physics professors.
What these numbers prove is that the traditional yardsticks of success for players and teams are
fatally flawed. Even the box score misleads us by ignoring the crucial importance of the humble
base-on-balls. This information had been around for years, and nobody inside Major League Baseball
paid it any mind. And then came Billy Beane, general manager of the Oakland Athletics. He paid
attention to those numbers?with the second-lowest payroll in baseball at his disposal he had to?to
conduct an astonishing experiment in finding and fielding a team that nobody else wanted. In a
narrative full of fabulous characters and brilliant excursions into the unexpected, Michael Lewis
shows us how and why the new baseball knowledge works. He also sets up a sly and hilarious
morality tale: Big Money, like Goliath, is always supposed to win . . . how can we not cheer for
David?
  worst era in mlb history: Built to Win John Schuerholz, Larry Guest, 2008-12-14 Lost two Cy
Young winners in two years, signed a forty-seven-year-old to be his starting first baseman, played
seventeen rookies in 2005, and still took his team to the playoffs: baseball is John Schuerholz's
world, and everyone else is just playing in it. In Built to Win, the legendary general manager takes
you behind the scenes of the Braves' front office—the most successful in baseball since 1990—and
shows how his unique philosophies and leadership techniques have helped Atlanta achieve
something no team in sports has ever come close to accomplishing. He candidly peels back the
curtain, taking you to his first World Series with the Kansas City Royals and the other moments that
defined his career, including his eventual departure to the league doormat Atlanta Braves. No
sooner did Schuerholz arrive than they won their first title in 1991—and the rest is history. You'll be
there on the incredible night in 1992 when Schuerholz improbably traded for Barry Bonds-only to
have the deal nixed at the eleventh hour. You'll see how through shrewd negotiation he swooped in
to sign reigning Cy Young-winner Greg Maddux out from under the free-spending Yankees. You'll
hear how he dealt with the horrific comments made by John Rocker, helping the Braves overcome
the biggest PR nightmare in team history to win yet another division crown. Through the eyes of one
of the game's sharpest executives, you'll see why Moneyball only scrapes the tip of Schuerholz's
time-tested theories, as well as how he developed the premier scouting system in the majors and a
free agent strategy that led the Braves to the top of the heap-fourteen years running. And in the end,
you'll see what the rest of the baseball world has known for the better part of two decades: that
through the brilliance of John Schuerholz, the Braves have lived with one motto, and one motto
alone: All We Do Is Win.
  worst era in mlb history: Incredible Baseball Stats Kevin Reavy, Ryan Spaeder, 2019-04-16
As America's pastime since the mid-1800s, baseball offers the sights, sounds, and even smells that
are deeply entrenched in our culture. But for some, the experience can be less sensory. Some, such
as Ryan Spaeder and Kevin Reavy, live for baseball statistics. Stats give the game historical context



and measurables for past, present, and predictive analysis. Incredible Baseball Stats, newly updated,
helps tell unique baseball stories, showcasing extraordinary stats and facts in baseball history,
through the 2018 season. For example, in 2015, the Nationals’ Bryce Harper broke out in a major
way. He batted .330/.460/.649 with 42 home runs en route to his first MVP Award. It was his fourth
MLB season, but he was still younger than NL Rookie of the Year Kris Bryant. He became the
youngest player to lead the league in both on-base percentage and homers in the same season since
Ty Cobb in 1909. The authors have scoured the records for untold tales and looked at familiar ones
with new statistical insights, to create Incredible Baseball Stats, a perfect book for baseball fans
from coast to coast. Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Sports Publishing imprint, are proud to
publish a broad range of books for readers interested in sports—books about baseball, pro football,
college football, pro and college basketball, hockey, or soccer, we have a book about your sport or
your team. Whether you are a New York Yankees fan or hail from Red Sox nation; whether you are a
die-hard Green Bay Packers or Dallas Cowboys fan; whether you root for the Kentucky Wildcats,
Louisville Cardinals, UCLA Bruins, or Kansas Jayhawks; whether you route for the Boston Bruins,
Toronto Maple Leafs, Montreal Canadiens, or Los Angeles Kings; we have a book for you. While not
every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are
committed to publishing books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked by other publishers and to
authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.
  worst era in mlb history: CC Claus CC Sabathia, Ray Negron, 2014-10-21 For readers of all
ages comes A sweet holiday story of how beloved New York Yankee star pitcher CC Sabathia, his son
Carsten, and a few of baseball's most legendary players save Christmas! hile reading fan mail with
his oldest son, Carsten, on Christmas Eve, CC Sabathia finds a letter addressed to Santa from a little
girl whose family has lost everything in a flood. To help make the little girl's Christmas wishes come
true, CC and Carsten head to the North Pole to deliver the letter to Santa. But Santa and his elves
might be too overwhelmed to finish presents for another family this close to Christmas! Determined
to help Santa make sure every child has a happy Christmas, CC calls his boss, Mr. Steinbrenner, who
rallies a stellar lineup of helpers: Mickey Mantle, Joe DiMaggio, Ted Williams, Babe Ruth, Lou
Gehrig, Jackie Robinson, and many more baseball legends. Together, CC, Mr. Steinbrenner, Carsten,
and all the greats of baseball set to work making bats, gloves, train sets, dolls, and other toys. But
even with their efforts, there may be no Christmas—Santa Claus is sick. To save the day, Carsten
suggests that his dad, CC, become CC Claus. Donning a red-and-white Santa hat, CC and Carsten
fire up the sleigh and take Santa's place, making children's special Christmas dreams come true.
  worst era in mlb history: Macho Row William C. Kashatus, 2019-04-01 Colorful, shaggy, and
unkempt, misfits and outlaws, the 1993 Phillies played hard and partied hard. Led by Darren
Daulton, John Kruk, Lenny Dykstra, and Mitch Williams, it was a team the fans loved and continue to
love today. Focusing on six key members of the team, Macho Row follows the remarkable season
with an up-close look at the players’ lives, the team’s triumphs and failures, and what made this
group so unique and so successful. With a throwback mentality, the team adhered to baseball’s
Code. Designed to preserve the moral fabric of the game, the Code’s unwritten rules formed the
bedrock of this diehard team whose players paid homage and respect to the game at all times.
Trusting one another and avoiding any notions of superstardom, they consistently rubbed the
opposition the wrong way and didn’t care. William C. Kashatus pulls back the covers on this
old-school band of brothers, depicting the highs and lows and their brash style while also digging
into the suspected steroid use of players on the team. Macho Row is a story of winning and losing,
success and failure, and the emotional highs and lows that accompany them.
  worst era in mlb history: Ty Cobb Dan Holmes, 2004-10-30 Profiles Detroit Tiger star who was
one of the greatest baseball players in history.
  worst era in mlb history: The Book , 2007 Baseball by The Book.
  worst era in mlb history: The Worst Team Money Could Buy , 2005-03-01 Even before the
New York Mets began the 1992 season, they had set a critical record: the highest payroll ever for a
major-league team, $45 million. With players Bobby Bonilla, Vince Coleman, Bret Saberhagen, and



Howard Johnson, winning another championship seemed a mere formality. The 1992 New York Mets
never made it to Cooperstown, however. Veteran newspapermen Bob Klapisch and John Harper
reveal the extraordinary inside story of the Mets? decline and fall?with the sort of detail and
uncensored quotes that never run in a family newspaper. From the sex scandals that plagued the
club in Florida to the puritanical, no-booze rules of manager Jeff Torborg, from bad behavior on road
trips to the downright ornery practical ?jokes? that big boys play, The Worst Team Money Could Buy
is a grand-slam classic.
  worst era in mlb history: The Ultimate Baseball Road Trip, 2nd Josh Pahigian, Kevin
O'Connell, 2012-03-27 The most entertaining and comprehensive guide to every baseball fan’s
dream road trip—including every new ballpark since the 2004 edition—revised and completely
updated!
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