who am i black history poem

who am i black history poem is a powerful phrase that resonates deeply within the context of
African American heritage, identity, and artistic expression. This article explores the significance of
"Who Am I" poems in black history, their roots in cultural storytelling, and their role in celebrating
Black identity. You'll discover the origins of these poetic works, analyze their themes, and learn how
they inspire self-reflection and pride. We’ll examine famous examples, discuss their impact on
education and activism, and provide tips for writing your own black history poem. Whether you're an
educator, student, or poetry enthusiast, this comprehensive guide unveils the profound meaning
behind "who am i black history poem" and its enduring legacy within the African American
community.
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Understanding the "Who Am I" Black History Poem

The "Who Am I" black history poem is more than a literary device; it is a profound declaration of self-
identity rooted in the African American experience. These poems often serve as a bridge between
personal reflection and collective history, allowing individuals to connect their own stories with
broader struggles and triumphs. The question "Who am I?" symbolizes a search for meaning,
belonging, and recognition amid historical adversity. In black history, such poems are used to
celebrate resilience, honor ancestors, and affirm cultural pride. They are recited at events, schools,
and commemorations, reminding audiences of the enduring strength found within the black
community. By examining the depth and diversity of "Who Am I" poems, we gain insight into the
power of words to shape identity and inspire change.

Origins and Historical Context



Roots in African American Storytelling

The tradition of using poetry to explore identity dates back to the oral storytelling of African
cultures. Enslaved Africans brought rich narrative forms to America, where poetry became a tool for
survival, resistance, and self-expression. The "Who Am I" format echoes the call-and-response
structure found in spirituals and folk tales, drawing on communal dialogue and introspection. During
the Harlem Renaissance, poets like Langston Hughes and Claude McKay gave rise to works that
asked probing questions about selfhood, race, and belonging. These poems reflected the
complexities of African American life, paving the way for modern "Who Am I" black history poems.

Evolution Through Civil Rights and Beyond

As the Civil Rights Movement unfolded, poetry remained a vital part of activism. Writers like Maya
Angelou and Nikki Giovanni used verse to challenge injustice and uplift marginalized voices. The
"Who Am I" black history poem became a common exercise in classrooms and community centers,
encouraging young people to reflect on their heritage and dreams. Today, these poems continue to
evolve, incorporating contemporary themes such as social justice, intersectionality, and
empowerment. The enduring question "Who am I?" invites each generation to define itself against
the backdrop of history.

Key Themes in "Who Am I" Black History Poems

Identity and Self-Discovery

A central theme in "Who Am I" black history poems is the exploration of identity. Poets use vivid
imagery and metaphor to express the struggle of defining oneself within a society shaped by racism
and discrimination. These poems often contemplate ancestry, culture, and personal experience,
highlighting the uniqueness of each journey. The act of questioning "Who am I?" allows writers to
reclaim narratives and assert the value of their lives.

Resilience and Overcoming Adversity

Resilience is a recurring motif in black history poetry. Through the lens of "Who Am I," poets
celebrate the triumphs of their forebears, acknowledging hardships while focusing on hope and
perseverance. They honor the legacy of leaders who paved the way for equality, using their stories
as inspiration to face contemporary challenges. This theme reinforces the message that identity is
shaped not just by struggle, but by the ability to rise above it.

Empowerment and Cultural Pride

Many "Who Am I" black history poems emphasize empowerment and pride. By affirming their



heritage, poets reject stereotypes and embrace the richness of black culture. These works champion
the beauty of diversity, inviting readers to find strength in their roots. Empowerment is expressed
through bold language, declarations of worth, and calls to action for future generations.

e Identity: Exploring personal and collective selfhood
e Resilience: Celebrating perseverance through adversity
e Pride: Affirming cultural heritage and achievements

e Empowerment: Inspiring positive change and self-acceptance

Famous Examples and Influential Poets

Notable Poets in Black History

Several renowned poets have shaped the landscape of black history poetry, each contributing unique
perspectives on identity and culture. Langston Hughes, Maya Angelou, Nikki Giovanni, and Paul
Laurence Dunbar are among those whose works continue to inspire "Who Am I" poems. Their verses
often combine personal reflection with social commentary, offering powerful insights into the
African American experience.

Sample "Who Am I" Black History Poems

While there is no single universally recognized "Who Am I" black history poem, many works
encapsulate its spirit. Maya Angelou’s "Still I Rise" and Langston Hughes’ "I, Too" address themes of
self-worth and resilience, serving as templates for students and aspiring poets. In educational
settings, original "Who Am I" poems are often written by young people, drawing on their
backgrounds and aspirations.

1. Langston Hughes - "I, Too"
2. Maya Angelou - "Still I Rise"

3. Nikki Giovanni - "Ego-Tripping"

4. Paul Laurence Dunbar - "We Wear the Mask"



Impact on Education and Activism

Inspiring Students and Educators

The "Who Am I" black history poem holds a special place in educational settings. Teachers use these
poems to encourage self-reflection, cultural awareness, and creative writing. Students are invited to
explore their identities, connect with historical figures, and express their thoughts through poetry.
This exercise fosters empathy, critical thinking, and an appreciation for diversity.

Role in Social Justice Movements

Beyond the classroom, "Who Am I" poems are integral to activism and community building. They are
recited at rallies, commemorations, and cultural events, providing a platform for marginalized
voices. These poems help raise awareness about ongoing struggles for justice and equality, uniting
listeners through shared experiences. By declaring "Who am I?" poets assert their dignity and
demand recognition.

How to Write Your Own "Who Am I" Black History
Poem

Steps to Crafting a Meaningful Poem

Writing a "Who Am I" black history poem is an opportunity for personal exploration and creative

expression. Begin by reflecting on your heritage, values, and aspirations. Consider the historical

figures who inspire you, the challenges you've faced, and the dreams you hold for the future. Use
figurative language, imagery, and emotion to convey your message. Remember, authenticity and

honesty are key to creating a compelling poem.

Tips for Students and Writers

o Start with a powerful opening line that poses the question "Who am I?"

¢ Incorporate details about your ancestry, culture, and personal experiences
e Use metaphors and similes to enrich your language

e Highlight moments of struggle and triumph

e End with a statement of pride, hope, or aspiration



By following these steps, you can create a poem that honors your story and contributes to the legacy
of black history poetry.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is a "Who Am I" black history poem?

A: A "Who Am I" black history poem is a poetic work that explores African American identity,
heritage, and self-reflection, often used to celebrate black history and inspire pride.

Q: Who are some famous poets who have written about
identity in black history?

A: Notable poets include Langston Hughes, Maya Angelou, Nikki Giovanni, and Paul Laurence
Dunbar, all of whom have addressed themes of identity and cultural pride in their work.

Q: What themes are commonly found in "Who Am I" black
history poems?

A: Common themes include identity, resilience, empowerment, cultural pride, and overcoming
adversity.

Q: How can students use "Who Am I" poems in the classroom?

A: Students can write and perform "Who Am I" poems to explore their own identities, learn about
historical figures, and discuss important aspects of black history.

Q: Why are "Who Am I" poems important in black history?

A: These poems provide a platform for self-expression, preserve cultural narratives, and promote
understanding of the African American experience.

Q: Can "Who Am I" black history poems be used for activism?

A: Yes, these poems are often recited at rallies, events, and in community spaces to raise awareness
and inspire collective action for social justice.

Q: What are some tips for writing a "Who Am I" black history



poem?

A: Start with self-reflection, use vivid imagery, incorporate cultural references, and end with a
message of pride or hope.

Q: Are "Who Am I" black history poems only for African
Americans?

A: While rooted in African American culture, these poems can inspire anyone to reflect on their
identity, heritage, and values.

Q: How do "Who Am I" poems contribute to black history
month?

A: They encourage personal and collective reflection, celebrate achievements, and educate
audiences about the importance of black history.

Q: Where can I find examples of "Who Am I" black history
poems?

A: Examples can be found in anthologies, classroom resources, and through the works of famous
poets known for exploring themes of identity and culture.
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Who Am I? A Black History Poem: Exploring Identity
and Legacy

Introduction:

Have you ever paused to consider the rich tapestry of your own heritage, the echoes of history
resonating within your very being? This blog post delves into the powerful question, "Who am I?"
through the lens of Black history, exploring how poetry can be a potent tool for self-discovery and
the celebration of ancestral strength. We'll examine existing poems that grapple with this theme,
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offer insights into crafting your own, and ultimately, encourage you to embrace the profound journey
of understanding your place in the narrative of Black history. This isn't just about reciting verses; it's
about connecting with a legacy, claiming your identity, and contributing to the ongoing story.

H2: The Power of Poetry in Uncovering Black Identity

Poetry, with its lyrical cadence and evocative imagery, provides a uniquely powerful avenue for
exploring complex identities. For Black individuals, the art form transcends mere aesthetic pleasure;
it becomes a vehicle for reclaiming narratives, challenging stereotypes, and celebrating resilience in
the face of adversity. Poems can unpack the multifaceted nature of being Black in the world,
encompassing joy, pain, struggle, and triumph. They allow for the articulation of experiences that
might otherwise remain unspoken, providing a sense of shared understanding and collective
empowerment. The act of writing or reading a Black history poem becomes an act of self-affirmation
and cultural preservation.

H2: Analyzing Existing Poems: Voices of the Diaspora

Numerous poets have explored the theme of Black identity through deeply moving and insightful
works. Analyzing these poems can offer valuable inspiration and frameworks for your own creative
endeavors. Consider, for example, the works of Langston Hughes, whose poems often grapple with
the complexities of racial identity and the search for belonging in a segregated America. His poems,
imbued with a potent blend of hope and despair, offer a timeless reflection on the Black experience.
Similarly, the powerful verse of Maya Angelou, known for her unflinching honesty and celebration of
Black womanhood, provides a rich tapestry of experiences and perspectives. Studying their
techniques - use of metaphor, rhythm, and imagery - can help you craft your own compelling
narrative.

H3: Key Themes in Black History Poems:
Several recurring themes emerge in poems exploring Black identity:

Ancestry and Heritage: Tracing lineage, connecting with ancestors, and understanding the weight of
history.

Resilience and Strength: Overcoming adversity, celebrating survival, and finding empowerment in
the face of oppression.

Cultural Pride: Embracing traditions, celebrating Black culture, and challenging negative
stereotypes.

Spiritual Connection: Exploring faith, finding solace, and drawing strength from spiritual beliefs.
Social Justice and Activism: Addressing systemic inequalities, advocating for change, and using
poetry as a tool for social commentary.

H2: Crafting Your Own "Who Am I?" Poem

Writing a poem about your identity can be a deeply personal and rewarding experience. Here's a
step-by-step guide to help you begin:

H3: Brainstorming and Reflection:



Begin by reflecting on your own experiences, family history, and cultural heritage. What are the
defining moments that have shaped your identity? What are your strengths, challenges, and
aspirations? Consider the various aspects of your identity - your race, ethnicity, gender, religion,
and personal experiences.

H3: Choosing a Structure and Form:

Select a poetic form that feels comfortable and expressive. Free verse allows for greater flexibility,
while structured forms like sonnets or haikus offer a more rigid framework. Experiment with
different styles to find what best suits your voice.

H3: Using Imagery and Metaphor:

Employ vivid imagery and metaphors to convey your emotions and experiences. Use sensory details
to paint a picture for your reader and evoke a deeper emotional response.

H3: Revising and Refining:

Once you have a first draft, take time to revise and refine your poem. Pay attention to the flow,
rhythm, and overall impact of your words. Seek feedback from others to gain new perspectives and
improve your work.

H2: Sharing Your Poem and Connecting with the Black Community

Once you've completed your poem, consider sharing it with others. This could involve submitting it
to literary magazines, participating in poetry slams, or simply sharing it with friends and family.
Connecting with the Black community through your art can foster a sense of belonging and shared
experience.

Conclusion:

The question, "Who am I?" is a lifelong journey of self-discovery, particularly for Black individuals
navigating a world often shaped by external perceptions and historical narratives. Poetry serves as a
vital tool in this process, allowing for the expression of complex identities, the celebration of
heritage, and the affirmation of resilience. By engaging with existing poems and crafting your own,
you contribute to a powerful conversation about Black history, identity, and the ongoing pursuit of
self-understanding. Embrace the power of your voice, your story, and your place in this rich
tapestry.

FAQs:

1. Where can I find more examples of Black history poems? Explore online archives like the Academy
of American Poets website, as well as anthologies of Black poetry. Many libraries also house
extensive collections.

2. What if I'm not a naturally gifted poet? Don't let that deter you! The process of writing is about
self-expression, not perfection. Start with free writing, explore your feelings, and don't be afraid to
experiment.



3. Can I use my poem for a school assignment? Absolutely! It's a great way to explore the topic of
Black history in a creative and personal manner.

4. Are there any resources to help me improve my poetry writing skills? Many online resources,
writing workshops, and creative writing courses are available to help hone your skills.

5. How can I share my poem responsibly and respectfully? Ensure your poem accurately reflects
your experience and avoids harmful stereotypes. Consider seeking feedback from others within the
Black community before sharing it publicly.

who am i black history poem: Hey Black Child Useni Eugene Perkins, 2017-11-14 Six-time
Coretta Scott King Award winner and four-time Caldecott Honor recipient Bryan Collier brings this
classic, inspirational poem to life, written by poet Useni Eugene Perkins. Hey black child, Do you
know who you are? Who really are?Do you know you can be What you want to be If you try to be
What you can be? This lyrical, empowering poem celebrates black children and seeks to inspire all
young people to dream big and achieve their goals.

who am i black history poem: Have You Thanked an Inventor Today? Patrice McLaurin,
2016-05-01 Have You Thanked an Inventor Today? is a journey into the often forgotten contributions
of African-American inventors, that contributed to the American landscape. This book was written to
appeal to African-American youth, inspiring creative thought and innovation. It was also written to
demonstrate to children how the genius of African-American minds is utilized on a daily basis.
Biographies about each inventor, as well as activity sheets are included in the book to further
stimulate the minds of young readership.

who am i black history poem: Lord, Why Did You Make Me Black? Runett Nia Ebo,
2000-10-01

who am i black history poem: The ABCs of Black History Rio Cortez, 2020-12-08 A NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER B is for Beautiful, Brave, and Bright! And for a Book that takes a Bold
journey through the alphabet of Black history and culture. Letter by letter, The ABCs of Black
History celebrates a story that spans continents and centuries, triumph and heartbreak, creativity
and joy. It’s a story of big ideas--P is for Power, S is for Science and Soul. Of significant moments--G
is for Great Migration. Of iconic figures--H is for Zora Neale Hurston, X is for Malcom X. It’s an ABC
book like no other, and a story of hope and love. In addition to rhyming text, the book includes back
matter with information on the events, places, and people mentioned in the poem, from Mae Jemison
to W. E. B. Du Bois, Fannie Lou Hamer to Sam Cooke, and the Little Rock Nine to DJ Kool Herc.

who am i black history poem: The Vintage Book of African American Poetry Michael S.
Harper, Anthony Walton, 2012-02-01 In The Vintage Book of African American Poetry, editors
Michael S. Harper and Anthony Walton present the definitive collection of black verse in the United
States--200 years of vision, struggle, power, beauty, and triumph from 52 outstanding poets. From
the neoclassical stylings of slave-born Phillis Wheatley to the wistful lyricism of Paul Lawrence
Dunbar . . . the rigorous wisdom of Gwendolyn Brooks...the chiseled modernism of Robert
Hayden...the extraordinary prosody of Sterling A. Brown...the breathtaking, expansive narratives of
Rita Dove...the plaintive rhapsodies of an imprisoned Elderidge Knight . . . The postmodern artistry
of Yusef Komunyaka. Here, too, is a landmark exploration of lesser-known artists whose efforts
birthed the Harlem Renaissance and the Black Arts movements--and changed forever our national
literature and the course of America itself. Meticulously researched, thoughtfully structured, The
Vintage Book of African-American Poetry is a collection of inestimable value to students, educators,
and all those interested in the ever-evolving tradition that is American poetry.

who am i black history poem: Black Nature Camille T. Dungy, 2009 Black Nature is the first
anthology to focus on nature writing by African American poets, a genre that until now has not
commonly been counted as one in which African American poets have participated. Black poets have



a long tradition of incorporating treatments of the natural world into their work, but it is often read
as political, historical, or protest poetry--anything but nature poetry. This is particularly true when
the definition of what constitutes nature writing is limited to work about the pastoral or the wild.
Camille T. Dungy has selected 180 poems from 93 poets that provide unique perspectives on
American social and literary history to broaden our concept of nature poetry and African American
poetics. This collection features major writers such as Phillis Wheatley, Rita Dove, Yusef
Komunyakaa, Gwendolyn Brooks, Sterling Brown, Robert Hayden, Wanda Coleman, Natasha
Trethewey, and Melvin B. Tolson as well as newer talents such as Douglas Kearney, Major Jackson,
and Janice Harrington. Included are poets writing out of slavery, Reconstruction, the Harlem
Renaissance, the Black Arts Movement, and late twentieth- and early twenty-first-century African
American poetic movements. Black Nature brings to the fore a neglected and vital means of
considering poetry by African Americans and nature-related poetry as a whole. A Friends Fund
Publication.

who am i black history poem: Bars Fight Lucy Terry Prince, 2020-10-01 Bars Fight, a ballad
telling the tale of an ambush by Native Americans on two families in 1746 in a Massachusetts
meadow, is the oldest known work by an African-American author. Passed on orally until it was
recorded in Josiah Gilbert Holland’s History of Western Massachusetts in 1855, the ballad is a
landmark in the history of literature that should be on every book lover’s shelves.

who am i black history poem: African American Poetry: 250 Years of Struggle & Song
(LOA #333) Kevin Young, 2020-10-20 A literary landmark: the biggest, most ambitious anthology of
Black poetry ever published, gathering 250 poets from the colonial period to the present Across a
turbulent history, from such vital centers as Harlem, Chicago, Washington, D.C., Los Angeles, and
the Bay Area, Black poets created a rich and multifaceted tradition that has been both a reckoning
with American realities and an imaginative response to them. Capturing the power and beauty of
this diverse tradition in a single indispensable volume, African American Poetry reveals as never
before its centrality and its challenge to American poetry and culture. One of the great American art
forms, African American poetry encompasses many kinds of verse: formal, experimental, vernacular,
lyric, and protest. The anthology opens with moving testaments to the power of poetry as a means of
self-assertion, as enslaved people like Phillis Wheatley and George Moses Horton and activist
Frances Ellen Watkins Harper voice their passionate resistance to slavery. Young’s fresh, revelatory
presentation of the Harlem Renaissance reexamines the achievements of Langston Hughes and
Countee Cullen alongside works by lesser-known poets such as Gwendolyn B. Bennett and Mae V.
Cowdery. The later flowering of the still influential Black Arts Movement is represented here with
breadth and originality, including many long out-of-print or hard-to-find poems. Here are all the
significant movements and currents: the nineteenth-century Francophone poets known as Les
Cenelles, the Chicago Renaissance that flourished around Gwendolyn Brooks, the early 1960s
Umbra group, and the more recent work of writers affiliated with Cave Canem and the Dark Room
Collective. Here too are poems of singular, hard-to-classify figures: the enslaved potter David Drake,
the allusive modernist Melvin B. Tolson, the Cleveland-based experimentalist Russell Atkins. This
Library of America volume also features biographies of each poet and notes that illuminate cultural
references and allusions to historical events.

who am i black history poem: I Am a Black Woman Mari Evans, 1970

who am i black history poem: I Am An African Wayne Visser, 2012-12-06 This creative
collection brings together Africa poems by South African poet and writer, Wayne Visser, including
the ever popular I Am An African, as well as old favourites like Women of Africa, I Know A Place in
Africa, Prayer for Africa and African Dream. The anthology celebrates the luminous continent and its
rainbow people. The updated 5th Edition includes new poems like Africa Untamed and Land of the
Sun.

who am i black history poem: American Sonnets for My Past and Future Assassin
Terrance Hayes, 2018-06-19 Finalist for the National Book Award and the National Book Critics
Circle Award in Poetry One of the New York Times Critics' Top Books of 2018 A powerful, timely,



dazzling collection of sonnets from one of America's most acclaimed poets, Terrance Hayes, the
National Book Award-winning author of Lighthead Sonnets that reckon with Donald Trump's
America. -The New York Times In seventy poems bearing the same title, Terrance Hayes explores
the meanings of American, of assassin, and of love in the sonnet form. Written during the first two
hundred days of the Trump presidency, these poems are haunted by the country's past and future
eras and errors, its dreams and nightmares. Inventive, compassionate, hilarious, melancholy, and
bewildered--the wonders of this new collection are irreducible and stunning.

who am i black history poem: History Is a Part of Me S. Lenice Tubbs, Golden Sky Level
Publications "Staff", 2015-06-15 History Is A Part of Me coloring book is an educational Hip Hop
rhyme/poem of African American Inventors and their inventions. It includes actual patents. Inventors
like Garret Morgan, Madam C] Walker, Fred Jones. It also includes Barrack Obama

who am i black history poem: A History of African American Poetry Lauri Ramey, 2019-03-21
Offers a critical history of African American poetry from the transatlantic slave trade to present day
hip-hop.

who am i black history poem: The 100 Best African American Poems Nikki Giovanni, 2010
Discover the voices of a culture from legendary New York Timesbestselling author Nikki Giovanni
HEAR: Langston Hughes Gwendolyn Brooks Countee Cullen Paul Laurence Dunbar Robert Hayden
Etheridge Knight READ: Rita Dove Sonia Sanchez Richard Wright Tupac Shukar Lucille Clifton Mari
Evans Kevin Young Including one audio CD featuring many of the poems read by the poets
themselves, 100 Best African-American Poems is at once strikingly original and a perfect fit for the
original poetry anthologies from Sourcebooks, including Poetry Speaks, The Spoken Word
Revolution, Poetry Speaks to Children, and the Nikki Giovanni-edited Hip Hop Speaks to Children.
Award-winning poet and writer Nikki Giovanni takes on the difficult task of selecting the 100 best
African-American works from classic and contemporary poets. This startlingly vibrant collection
spans from historic to modern, from structured to free-form, and reflects the rich roots and visionary
future of African-American verse in American culture. The resulting selections prove to be an
exciting mix of most-loved chestnuts and daring new writing. Most of all, the voice of a culture
comes through in this collection, one that is as talented, diverse, and varied as its people.

who am i black history poem: The Book of American Negro Poetry James Weldon Johnson,
2009-01-01 The work of James Weldon Johnson (1871 - 1938) inspired and encouraged the artists of
the Harlem Renaissance,a movement in which he himself was an important figure. Johnson was
active in almost every aspect of American civil life and became one of the first African-American
professors at New York University. He is best remembered for his writing, which questions,
celebrates and commemorates his experience as an African-American.

who am i black history poem: The 1619 Project: Born on the Water Nikole Hannah-Jones,
Renée Watson, 2021-11-16 The 1619 Project’s lyrical picture book in verse chronicles the
consequences of slavery and the history of Black resistance in the United States, thoughtfully
rendered by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Nikole Hannah-Jones and Newbery honor-winning
author Renée Watson. A young student receives a family tree assignment in school, but she can only
trace back three generations. Grandma gathers the whole family, and the student learns that 400
years ago, in 1619, their ancestors were stolen and brought to America by white slave traders. But
before that, they had a home, a land, a language. She learns how the people said to be born on the
water survived. And the people planted dreams and hope, willed themselves to keep living, living.
And the people learned new words for love for friend for family for joy for grow for home. With
powerful verse and striking illustrations by Nikkolas Smith, Born on the Water provides a pathway
for readers of all ages to reflect on the origins of American identity.

who am i black history poem: The Negro William Edward Burghardt Du Bois, 1915

who am i black history poem: The Poems of Phillis Wheatley Phillis Wheatley, 2012-03-15 At
the age of 19, Phillis Wheatley was the first black American poet to publish a book. Her elegies and
odes offer fascinating glimpses of the beginnings of African-American literary traditions. Includes a
selection from the Common Core State Standards Initiative.



who am i black history poem: Mother Maya Angelou, 2006-04-11 Perfect for Mother’s Day, or
for any day on which we wish to acknowledge this all-important bond, Mother is an awe-inspiring
affirmation of the enduring love that exists in every corner of the globe. With her signature
eloquence and heartfelt appreciation, renowned poet and national treasure Maya Angelou celebrates
the first woman we ever knew: Mother. “You were always the heart of happiness to me,” she
acknowledges in this loving tribute, “Bringing nougats of glee / Sweets of open laughter.” From the
beginnings of this profound relationship through teenage rebellion and, finally, to adulthood, where
we stand to inherit timeless maternal wisdom, Angelou praises the patience, knowledge, and
compassion of this remarkable parent.

who am i black history poem: Quilting the Black-Eyed Pea Nikki Giovanni, 2010-12-28 A
resonant, powerful collection from one of America’s preeminent poets. In Quilting the Black-Eyed
Pea, Nikki Giovanni turns her pen to nature and the environment, the might and grace of women,
her battle with cancer, the relationships between mothers and daughters, the state of the nation,
and more.

who am i black history poem: The Hill We Climb Amanda Gorman, 2021-03-30 The instant #1
New York Times bestseller and #1 USA Today bestseller Amanda Gorman'’s electrifying and historic
poem “The Hill We Climb,” read at President Joe Biden’s inauguration, is now available as a
collectible gift edition. “Stunning.” —CNN “Dynamic.” —NPR “Deeply rousing and uplifting.”
—Vogue On January 20, 2021, Amanda Gorman became the sixth and youngest poet to deliver a
poetry reading at a presidential inauguration. Taking the stage after the 46th president of the
United States, Joe Biden, Gorman captivated the nation and brought hope to viewers around the
globe with her call for unity and healing. Her poem “The Hill We Climb: An Inaugural Poem for the
Country” can now be cherished in this special gift edition, perfect for any reader looking for some
inspiration. Including an enduring foreword by Oprah Winfrey, this remarkable keepsake celebrates
the promise of America and affirms the power of poetry.

who am i black history poem: Until I Am Free Keisha N. Blain, 2021-10-05 National Book
Critics Circle 2021 Biography Finalist 53rd NAACP Image Award Nominee: Outstanding Literary
Work - Biography/Autobiography “[A] riveting and timely exploration of Hamer’s life. . . . Brilliantly
constructed to be both forward and backward looking, Blain’s book functions simultaneously as a
much needed history lesson and an indispensable guide for modern activists.”—New York Times
Book Review Ms. Magazine “Most Anticipated Reads for the Rest of Us - 2021” - KIRKUS STARRED
REVIEW - BOOKLIST STARRED REVIEW - Publishers Weekly Big Indie Books of Fall 2021 Explores
the Black activist’s ideas and political strategies, highlighting their relevance for tackling modern
social issues including voter suppression, police violence, and economic inequality. “We have a long
fight and this fight is not mine alone, but you are not free whether you are white or black, until I am
free.” —Fannie Lou Hamer A blend of social commentary, biography, and intellectual history, Until I
Am Free is a manifesto for anyone committed to social justice. The book challenges us to listen to a
working-poor and disabled Black woman activist and intellectual of the civil rights movement as we
grapple with contemporary concerns around race, inequality, and social justice. Award-winning
historian and New York Times best-selling author Keisha N. Blain situates Fannie Lou Hamer as a
key political thinker alongside leaders such as Martin Luther King Jr., Malcolm X, and Rosa Parks
and demonstrates how her ideas remain salient for a new generation of activists committed to
dismantling systems of oppression in the United States and across the globe. Despite her limited
material resources and the myriad challenges she endured as a Black woman living in poverty in
Mississippi, Hamer committed herself to making a difference in the lives of others. She refused to be
sidelined in the movement and refused to be intimidated by those of higher social status and with
better jobs and education. In these pages, Hamer’s words and ideas take center stage, allowing us
all to hear the activist’s voice and deeply engage her words, as though we had the privilege to sit
right beside her. More than 40 years since Hamer’s death in 1977, her words still speak truth to
power, laying bare the faults in American society and offering valuable insights on how we might yet
continue the fight to help the nation live up to its core ideals of “equality and justice for all.”



Includes a photo insert featuring Hamer at civil rights marches, participating in the Democratic
National Convention, testifying before Congress, and more.

who am i black history poem: And Still I Rise Maya Angelou, 2011-08-17 Maya Angelou’s
unforgettable collection of poetry lends its name to the documentary film about her life, And Still I
Rise, as seen on PBS’s American Masters. Pretty women wonder where my secret lies. I'm not cute
or built to suit a fashion model’s size But when I start to tell them, They think I'm telling lies. I say,
It’s in the reach of my arms, The span of my hips, The stride of my step, The curl of my lips. I'm a
woman Phenomenally. Phenomenal woman, That’s me. Thus begins “Phenomenal Woman,” just one
of the beloved poems collected here in Maya Angelou’s third book of verse. These poems are
powerful, distinctive, and fresh—and, as always, full of the lifting rhythms of love and remembering.
And Still I Rise is written from the heart, a celebration of life as only Maya Angelou has discovered
it. “It is true poetry she is writing,” M.F K. Fisher has observed, “not just rhythm, the beat, rhymes. I
find it very moving and at times beautiful. It has an innate purity about it, unquenchable dignity. . . .
It is astounding, flabbergasting, to recognize it, in all the words I read every day and night . . . it
gives me heart, to hear so clearly the caged bird singing and to understand her notes.”

who am i black history poem: Ain't I A Woman? Sojourner Truth, 2020-09-24 'T am a
woman's rights. I have plowed and reaped and husked and chopped and mowed, and can any man do
more than that? [ am as strong as any man that is now' A former slave and one of the most powerful
orators of her time, Sojourner Truth fought for the equal rights of Black women throughout her life.
This selection of her impassioned speeches is accompanied by the words of other inspiring
African-American female campaigners from the nineteenth century. One of twenty new books in the
bestselling Penguin Great Ideas series. This new selection showcases a diverse list of thinkers who
have helped shape our world today, from anarchists to stoics, feminists to prophets, satirists to Zen
Buddhists.

who am i black history poem: Mutiny Phillip B. Williams, 2021-09-07 Winner of the 2022
American Book Award Finalist for the PEN/Voelcker Award for Poetry Longlisted for the PEN/Jean
Stein Book Award Finalist for Publishing Triangle’s Thom Gunn Award for Gay Poetry Named one of
the Best Books of 2021 by The Boston Globe and Lit Hub From the critically acclaimed author of
Thief in the Interior who writes with a lucid, unmitigated humanity (Boston Review), a startling new
collection about revolt and renewal Mutiny: a rebellion, a subversion, an onslaught. In poems that
rebuke classical mythos and western canonical figures, and embrace Afro-Diasporanfolk and
spiritual imagery, Phillip B. Williams conjures the hell of being erased, exploited, and ill-imagined
and then, through a force and generosity of vision, propels himself into life, selfhood, and a path
forward. Intimate, bold, and sonically mesmerizing, Mutiny addresses loneliness, desire, doubt,
memory, and the borderline between beauty and tragedy. With a ferocity that belies the tenderness
and vulnerability at the heart of this remarkable collection, Williams honors the transformative
power of anger, and the clarity that comes from allowing that anger to burn clean.

who am i black history poem: Being Brought from Africa to America - The Best of
Phillis Wheatley Phillis Wheatley, 2020-07-31 Phillis Wheatley (c. 1753-1784) was an American
freed slave and poet who wrote the first book of poetry by an African-American. Sold into a slavery
in West Africa at the age of around seven, she was taken to North America where she served the
Wheatley family of Boston. Phillis was tutored in reading and writing by Mary, the Wheatleys'
18-year-old daughter, and was reading Latin and Greek classics from the age of twelve. Encouraged
by the progressive Wheatleys who recognised her incredible literary talent, she wrote To the
University of Cambridge” when she was 14 and by 20 had found patronage in the form of Selina
Hastings, Countess of Huntingdon. Her works garnered acclaim in both England and the colonies
and she became the first African American to make a living as a poet. This volume contains a
collection of Wheatley's best poetry, including the titular poem “Being Brought from Africa to
America”. Contents include: “Phillis Wheatley”, “Phillis Wheatley by Benjamin Brawley”, “To
Maecenas”, “On Virtue”, “To the University of Cambridge”, “To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty”,
“On Being Brought from Africa to America”, “On the Death of the Rev. Dr. Sewell”, “On the Death of



the Rev. Mr. George Whitefield”, etc. Ragged Hand is proudly publishing this brand new collection
of classic poetry with a specially-commissioned biography of the author.

who am i black history poem: Light For The World To See Kwame Alexander, 2020-11-17
From NPR correspondent and New York Times bestselling author, Kwame Alexander, comes a
powerful and provocative collection of poems that cut to the heart of the entrenched racism and
oppression in America and eloquently explores ongoing events. A book in the tradition of James
Baldwin’s “A Report from Occupied Territory,” Light for the World to See is a rap session on race. A
lyrical response to the struggles of Black lives in our world . . . to America’s crisis of conscience . . .
to the centuries of loss, endless resilience, and unstoppable hope. Includes an introduction by the
author and a bold, graphically designed interior.

who am i black history poem: Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral Phillis
Wheatley, 1887

who am i black history poem: In Daddy's Arms I Am Tall, 1997 A collection of poems
celebrating African-American fathers by Angela Johnson, E. Ethelbert Miller, Carole Boston
Weatherford, and others.

who am i black history poem: [, Too, Am America Langston Hughes, 2012-05-22 Winner of the
Coretta Scott King illustrator award, I, Too, Am America blends the poetic wisdom of Langston
Hughes with visionary illustrations from Bryan Collier in this inspirational picture book that carries
the promise of equality. I, too, sing America. I am the darker brother. They send me to eat in the
kitchen When company comes, But I laugh, And eat well, And grow strong. Langston Hughes was a
courageous voice of his time, and his authentic call for equality still rings true today. Beautiful
paintings from Barack Obama illustrator Bryan Collier accompany and reinvent the celebrated lines
of the poem [, Too, creating a breathtaking reminder to all Americans that we are united despite our
differences. This picture book of Langston Hughes’s celebrated poem, I, Too, Am America, is also a
Common Core Text Exemplar for Poetry.

who am i black history poem: Black Indian Shonda Buchanan, 2019-08-26 A moving memoir
exploring one family’s legacy of African Americans with American Indian roots. Finalist, 2024
American Legacy Book Awards, Autobiography/Memoir Black Indian, searing and raw, is Amy Tan's
The Joy Luck Club and Alice Walker's The Color Purple meets Leslie Marmon Silko's
Ceremony—only, this isn't fiction. Beautifully rendered and rippling with family dysfunction, secrets,
deaths, alcoholism, and old resentments, Shonda Buchanan's memoir is an inspiring story that
explores her family's legacy of being African Americans with American Indian roots and how they
dealt with not just society's ostracization but the consequences of this dual inheritance. Buchanan
was raised as a Black woman, who grew up hearing cherished stories of her multi-racial heritage,
while simultaneously suffering from everything she (and the rest of her family) didn't know. Tracing
the arduous migration of Mixed Bloods, or Free People of Color, from the Southeast to the Midwest,
Buchanan tells the story of her Michigan tribe—a comedic yet manically depressed family of fierce
women, who were everything from caretakers and cornbread makers to poets and witches, and men
who were either ignored, protected, imprisoned, or maimed—and how their lives collided over love,
failure, fights, and prayer despite a stacked deck of challenges, including addiction and abuse.
Ultimately, Buchanan's nomadic people endured a collective identity crisis after years of constantly
straddling two, then three, races. The physical, spiritual, and emotional displacement of American
Indians who met and married Mixed or Black slaves and indentured servants at America's early
crossroads is where this powerful journey begins. Black Indiandoesn't have answers, nor does it aim
to represent every American's multi-ethnic experience. Instead, it digs as far down into this one
family's history as it can go—sometimes, with a bit of discomfort. But every family has its own truth,
and Buchanan's search for hers will resonate with anyone who has wondered maybe there's more
than what I'm being told.

who am i black history poem: Poems on Slavery Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 1842

who am i black history poem: The Black Maria Aracelis Girmay, 2016-04-18 Taking its name
from the moon's dark plains, misidentified as seas by early astronomers, The Black Maria




investigates African diasporic histories, the consequences of racism within American culture, and
the question of human identity. Central to this project is a desire to recognize the lives of Eritrean
refugees who have been made invisible by years of immigration crisis, refugee status, exile, and
resulting statelessness. The recipient of a 2015 Whiting Award for Poetry, Girmay's newest
collection elegizes and celebrates life, while wrestling with the humanistic notion of seeing beyond:
seeing violence, seeing grace, and seeing each other better. to the sea great storage house, history
on which we rode, we touched the brief pulse of your fluttering pages, spelled with salt & life, your
rage, your indifference your gentleness washing our feet, all of you going on whether or not we live,
to you we bring our carnations yellow & pink, how they float like bright sentences atop your
memory's dark hair Aracelis Girmay is the author of two poetry collections, Teeth and Kingdom
Animalia, which won the Isabella Gardner Award and was a finalist for the NBCC Award. The
recipient of a 2015 Whiting Award, she has received grants and fellowships from the Jerome, Cave
Canem, and Watson foundations, as well as Civitella Ranieri and the NEA. She currently teaches at
Hampshire College's School for Interdisciplinary Arts and in Drew University's low residency MFA
program. Originally from Santa Ana, California, she splits her time between New York and Amherst,
Massachusetts.

who am i black history poem: Dear Black Girls Shanice Nicole, 2021-02-08 Dear Black Girls is
a letter to all Black girls. Every day poet and educator Shanice Nicole is reminded of how special
Black girls are and of how lucky she is to be one. Illustrations by Kezna Dalz support the book's
message that no two Black girls are the same but they are all special--that to be a Black girl is a true
gift. In this celebratory poem, Kezna and Shanice remind young readers that despite differences,
they all deserve to be loved just the way they are.

who am i black history poem: Just Give Me a Cool Drink of Water 'fore I Diiie Maya
Angelou, 2013-04-10 Another remarkable collection of poetry from one of America's masters of the
medium. The first part gathers together poems of love and nostalgic memory, while Part II portrays
confrontations inherent in a racist society.

who am i black history poem: The Birth of All Things Marcus Amaker, 2020-06-02
Masculinity doesn't have to be toxic, but some men choose to put poison on their tongue ... The Birth
Of All Things is an eclectic mix of poems from Marcus Amaker, the first Poet Laureate of Charleston,
SC.This personal collection delivers poems about a wide range of topics: life as a new dad, racism in
America, Bjork, anxiety, Star Wars, masculinity, pandemics, black music, history, and more. Amaker
is an award-winning graphic designer, musician, and performance poet. The Birth Of All Things is
the sum of all of his talents.The book features an original illustration from Florida artist Nick Davis.

who am i black history poem: Drapetomania Sami Arlenis-frederick, 2017-08-29 in 1851,
American physician Samuel A. Cartwright determined the negro slave's desire to flee captivitywas
due to a mental illness in which he titled Drapetomania. This collection of paper poems titled of the
same name is black life on an anthology of white pieces of paper. These words capture the backbone
of a culture and the liberation of a people.

who am i black history poem: Blues People Leroi Jones, 1999-01-20 The path the slave took to
'citizenship' is what I want to look at. And I make my analogy through the slave citizen's music --
through the music that is most closely associated with him: blues and a later, but parallel
development, jazz... [If] the Negro represents, or is symbolic of, something in and about the nature
of American culture, this certainly should be revealed by his characteristic music. So says Amiri
Baraka in the Introduction to Blues People, his classic work on the place of jazz and blues in
American social, musical, economic, and cultural history. From the music of African slaves in the
United States through the music scene of the 1960's, Baraka traces the influence of what he calls
negro music on white America -- not only in the context of music and pop culture but also in terms of
the values and perspectives passed on through the music. In tracing the music, he brilliantly
illuminates the influence of African Americans on American culture and history.

who am i black history poem: Thank You, M'am Langston Hughes, 2014-08 When a young
boy named Roger tries to steal the purse of a woman named Luella, he is just looking for money to



buy stylish new shoes. After she grabs him by the collar and drags him back to her home, he's sure
that he is in deep trouble. Instead, Roger is soon left speechless by her kindness and generosity.

who am i black history poem: Life Doesn't Frighten Me (25th Anniversary Edition) Maya
Angelou, Jean-Michel Basquiat, Sara Jane Boyers, 2018-01-09 Shadows on the wallNoises down the
hallLife doesn't frighten me at all Maya Angelou's brave, defiant poem celebrates the courage within
each of us, young and old. From the scary thought of panthers in the park to the unsettling scene of
a new classroom, fearsome images are summoned and dispelled by the power of faith in
ourselves.Angelou's strong words are matched by the daring vision of artist Jean-Michel Basquiat,
whose childlike style reveals the powerful emotions and fanciful imaginings of childhood. Together,
Angelou's words and Basquiat's paintings create a place where every child, indeed every person,
may experience his or her own fearlessness.Celebrating its successful 25 years in print, this brilliant
introduction to poetry and contemporary art features brief, updated biographies of Angelou and
Basquiat, an afterword from the editor, and a fresh new look. A selected bibliography of Angelou's
books and a selected museum listing of Basquiat's works open the door to further inspiration
through the fine arts.
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