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the sign of the beaver is an acclaimed historical fiction novel by Elizabeth
George Speare that has captivated readers for generations. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of the book, exploring its plot summary,
memorable characters, key themes, and historical context. Readers will also
discover insights into the novel’s literary impact, educational value, and
frequently asked questions. Whether you’re a student, educator, or literature
enthusiast, this guide delivers everything you need to understand and
appreciate the sign of the beaver. Continue reading to uncover why this story
remains a beloved classic in children’s literature.
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Overview of the Sign of the Beaver

The sign of the beaver is a children’s historical novel published in 1983 by
Elizabeth George Speare. Set in 18th-century Maine, the book follows a young
boy’s journey of survival, friendship, and personal growth in the American
wilderness. The story has become a staple in school curricula and is
recognized for its accurate depiction of early American life, its exploration
of Native American culture, and its emphasis on cross-cultural understanding.
The novel’s engaging narrative, historical accuracy, and relatable characters
contribute to its lasting popularity among readers of all ages.

Plot Summary

The plot of the sign of the beaver centers around Matt, a twelve-year-old boy
left alone to guard his family’s newly built cabin while his father returns
east to bring the rest of the family. Matt faces the daunting task of
surviving in the Maine wilderness, relying on his wits and the lessons taught
by his father. After a series of misfortunes, including the theft of his
rifle, Matt’s situation becomes precarious. He is eventually befriended by
Attean, a young member of the local Penobscot tribe, after Matt helps
Attean’s grandfather, Saknis.



Through their unlikely friendship, Matt and Attean learn from each other—Matt
acquires survival skills, while Attean learns to read English. Their alliance
is tested by cultural differences and personal challenges, ultimately leading
to mutual respect. As the story concludes, Matt is faced with a difficult
decision: stay with the Penobscot tribe or wait for his family’s uncertain
return. The sign of the beaver offers a compelling tale of adaptation,
respect, and coming of age.

Main Characters and Their Roles

Elizabeth George Speare brings her characters to life with depth and
authenticity, each contributing significantly to the narrative’s progression
and thematic development. The following are the main characters in the sign
of the beaver:

Matt: A twelve-year-old boy who demonstrates bravery, resourcefulness,
and growth throughout his time alone in the wilderness.

Attean: A young Penobscot Native American who becomes Matt’s friend and
mentor, teaching him survival skills and sharing his cultural values.

Saknis: Attean’s wise and compassionate grandfather who initiates the
relationship between Matt and Attean.

Matt’s Father: His brief presence sets the plot in motion by entrusting
Matt with the responsibility of caring for the cabin.

Ben: A passing stranger whose actions create significant challenges for
Matt early in the story.

Each character’s actions and decisions are crucial for the unfolding of the
narrative and the exploration of core themes such as trust, loyalty, and
cultural exchange.

Key Themes in the Sign of the Beaver

The sign of the beaver is rich in themes that remain relevant in today’s
society. The novel delves into the complexities of cross-cultural
relationships, the importance of respect for different traditions, and the
value of perseverance in the face of adversity. These themes resonate with
readers, making the story both timeless and educational.

Survival and Self-Reliance

One of the central themes is survival. Matt’s journey in the wilderness
highlights the importance of self-reliance, adaptability, and learning from
others. His experiences showcase how resourcefulness and resilience can
overcome even the most daunting challenges.



Friendship and Cultural Understanding

The evolving friendship between Matt and Attean serves as a powerful example
of overcoming prejudice and forging connections across cultural divides.
Through their interactions, both boys confront misunderstandings and learn to
appreciate each other’s perspectives, fostering mutual respect and empathy.

Coming of Age

Matt’s transformation from a frightened boy to a confident young man
illustrates the coming-of-age theme. His personal growth is marked by
increased responsibility, moral dilemmas, and the development of inner
strength.

Historical Context and Setting

The sign of the beaver is set in the late 1760s in the Maine wilderness, a
period marked by colonial expansion and interaction between European settlers
and Native American tribes. The novel provides a vivid depiction of the
physical environment, daily challenges, and social dynamics of the era.
Elizabeth George Speare’s attention to historical detail enhances the
authenticity of the setting, making the story both immersive and educational.

The book highlights the significance of the Penobscot tribe’s culture and
traditions, offering readers a glimpse into their way of life. The challenges
faced by settlers, the reliance on the land for survival, and the
complexities of cultural exchange are all integral to the novel’s narrative
and educational value.

Literary Impact and Recognition

Since its publication, the sign of the beaver has achieved critical acclaim
and enduring popularity. The novel has been recognized with numerous literary
awards, including the Scott O’Dell Award for Historical Fiction and a Newbery
Honor. Its compelling narrative, relatable characters, and exploration of
universal themes have secured its place as a classic in children’s
literature.

Schools and educators frequently include the sign of the beaver in reading
lists due to its accessibility, historical accuracy, and ability to spark
meaningful discussions about culture, diversity, and perseverance. The
novel’s impact extends beyond its intended audience, appealing to both young
readers and adults interested in historical fiction.

Educational Value of the Book

The sign of the beaver offers significant educational value for readers and
classrooms alike. It serves as a resource for teaching history, cultural



studies, and character education. The story encourages students to consider
different viewpoints, develop empathy, and understand the importance of
intercultural communication.

Promotes awareness of Native American history and culture.1.

Encourages critical thinking through moral dilemmas and personal growth.2.

Fosters discussions about survival skills and early American life.3.

Inspires respect for nature and resourcefulness.4.

Develops literacy through engaging storytelling and vocabulary5.
expansion.

Educators value the book for its ability to prompt thoughtful conversations
and connect classroom lessons to real-world themes.

Conclusion

The sign of the beaver remains a standout work in children’s literature,
offering a compelling narrative set against a richly detailed historical
backdrop. Through its exploration of survival, friendship, cultural
understanding, and personal growth, the novel continues to educate and
inspire readers of all ages. Its recognition among literary classics and
ongoing inclusion in educational settings attest to its enduring relevance
and appeal.

Q: What is the main conflict in the sign of the
beaver?
A: The main conflict centers on Matt’s struggle to survive alone in the Maine
wilderness while navigating cultural differences with the local Penobscot
tribe and ultimately choosing between joining the tribe or waiting for his
family.

Q: Who are the primary characters in the sign of the
beaver?
A: The primary characters are Matt, a young settler boy; Attean, a Penobscot
youth; Saknis, Attean’s grandfather; Matt’s father; and Ben, a passing
stranger.

Q: What are the major themes explored in the sign of
the beaver?
A: Major themes include survival, self-reliance, friendship, cultural
understanding, coming of age, and respect for nature and different
traditions.



Q: How does Matt’s relationship with Attean develop
throughout the story?
A: Matt and Attean’s relationship grows from initial mistrust to genuine
friendship, as they learn from each other’s skills and perspectives, leading
to mutual respect.

Q: Why is the novel called the sign of the beaver?
A: The title refers to the symbol of Attean’s tribe, the Penobscot, whose
sign is the beaver. It signifies the importance of cultural identity and the
bond formed between the characters.

Q: What historical period does the sign of the beaver
depict?
A: The story is set in the late 1760s, during the colonial era in the Maine
wilderness, a time of interaction between settlers and Native American
tribes.

Q: What literary awards has the sign of the beaver
received?
A: The novel received the Scott O’Dell Award for Historical Fiction and was
named a Newbery Honor book.

Q: How does the sign of the beaver address cultural
exchange?
A: The book explores cultural exchange through the evolving friendship
between Matt and Attean, who learn to appreciate and respect each other’s
customs and values.

Q: Is the sign of the beaver appropriate for
classroom study?
A: Yes, the novel is widely used in educational settings for its historical
accuracy, engaging story, and ability to foster discussions about culture and
character.

Q: What lessons can readers learn from the sign of
the beaver?
A: Readers learn about the importance of perseverance, empathy, cultural
respect, and the value of friendship across differences.
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The Sign of the Beaver: A Deep Dive into Settlment,
Survival, and Symbolism

Are you captivated by tales of survival, resilience, and the clash of cultures? Then prepare to be
engrossed by Farley Mowat's classic novel, The Sign of the Beaver. This post delves deep into this
compelling story, exploring its themes, characters, and lasting impact. We'll examine the novel's
historical context, its portrayal of the relationship between European settlers and Indigenous
peoples, and its enduring power as a coming-of-age story. Get ready to uncover the rich layers of
meaning hidden within The Sign of the Beaver.

Matt's Unexpected Journey: From City Boy to
Wilderness Survivor

The Sign of the Beaver follows Matt, a young boy abruptly thrust into the harsh realities of the
Canadian wilderness in the 18th century. Separated from his family, he finds himself utterly alone,
facing the daunting task of survival. This sudden shift from the comforts of civilization to the
unforgiving embrace of nature forms the core of the narrative. Mowat masterfully portrays Matt's
initial fear and helplessness, gradually revealing his growth, resourcefulness, and burgeoning
respect for the natural world.

Learning from Attean: A Cross-Cultural Exchange

Matt's survival hinges entirely on his unexpected encounter with Attean, a young Native American
boy from the Beaver tribe. Their relationship, initially fraught with suspicion and misunderstanding,
blossoms into a powerful bond of friendship and mutual learning. Attean teaches Matt essential
survival skills – hunting, trapping, navigating the forest, and understanding the rhythms of nature.
This exchange isn't just about acquiring practical skills; it's a crucial exploration of different cultures
and worldviews.
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Beyond Survival: Themes of Respect and Understanding

Beyond the gripping survival narrative, The Sign of the Beaver explores profound themes of respect,
understanding, and the importance of cultural exchange. Matt's journey isn't simply about learning
to survive in the wilderness; it's about learning to appreciate and respect a different way of life. He
witnesses Attean's deep connection to the land, his profound knowledge of nature, and his
sophisticated social structures. This contrast highlights the limitations of Matt's own perspective and
challenges his preconceived notions about Indigenous peoples.

The Power of Observation and Adaptability

Mowat's writing vividly depicts the details of the natural world and the ingenious ways in which
Attean uses his environment for survival. The story emphasizes the power of observation and
adaptability, showcasing how knowledge of the land is crucial for survival. Matt's gradual
understanding of these skills mirrors his growing respect for Attean and his culture. This meticulous
portrayal of survival techniques adds an extra layer of realism and enhances the narrative's impact.

A Coming-of-Age Tale for All Ages

The Sign of the Beaver is not merely a survival story; it's a powerful coming-of-age tale. Matt's
transformation throughout the novel is remarkable. He evolves from a dependent, spoiled boy into a
resourceful and resilient young man, capable of independent survival and possessing a newfound
respect for nature and other cultures. This metamorphosis showcases the transformative power of
experience and the importance of facing challenges head-on.

The Enduring Legacy of The Sign of the Beaver

Farley Mowat's novel remains relevant today due to its powerful portrayal of cultural exchange and
the enduring need for understanding and respect between different societies. The story's emphasis
on environmental stewardship and the wisdom of Indigenous cultures continues to resonate with
readers. The Sign of the Beaver serves as a timeless reminder of the importance of respecting
diverse cultures and learning from those who possess a deep understanding of the natural world. Its
themes of resilience, adaptation, and the power of human connection transcend time and continue to
inspire readers of all ages.



Conclusion

The Sign of the Beaver is more than just an adventure story; it's a powerful exploration of survival,
cultural exchange, and personal growth. Mowat's vivid prose and compelling characters create a
lasting impression, leaving readers with a renewed appreciation for the natural world and the
importance of understanding different cultures. It is a book that deserves to be read, re-read, and
discussed for its timeless message.

FAQs

Q1: Is The Sign of the Beaver a true story?

A1: While inspired by Mowat's own experiences and knowledge of Canadian history and Indigenous
cultures, The Sign of the Beaver is a work of fiction. However, the themes and settings are deeply
rooted in reality.

Q2: What age group is The Sign of the Beaver suitable for?

A2: The novel is generally suitable for middle-grade readers (ages 8-12) and young adults. However,
its themes of survival and cultural differences can also resonate with older readers.

Q3: What are the key themes explored in the novel?

A3: Key themes include survival, cultural exchange, respect for Indigenous cultures, personal
growth, the importance of nature, and coming-of-age.

Q4: What makes The Sign of the Beaver a significant piece of literature?

A4: Its combination of an engaging survival narrative, exploration of cross-cultural relations, and
powerful coming-of-age themes makes it a significant and enduring piece of literature. Its enduring
popularity demonstrates its impact on readers of all ages and backgrounds.

Q5: How does the book portray the relationship between Matt and Attean?

A5: Their relationship evolves from initial suspicion and misunderstanding to deep friendship and
mutual respect. Attean acts as a mentor, teaching Matt essential survival skills and sharing his
knowledge of the land and his culture. Matt, in turn, learns to appreciate Attean's way of life and
challenges his own preconceptions. This dynamic is central to the book's themes of cultural
exchange and understanding.

  the sign of the beaver: The Sign of the Beaver Elizabeth George Speare, 1983-04-27 A 1984
Newbery Honor Book Although he faces responsibility bravely, thirteen-year-old Matt is more than a
little apprehensive when his father leaves him alone to guard their new cabin in the wilderness.



When a renegade white stranger steals his gun, Matt realizes he has no way to shoot game or to
protect himself. When Matt meets Attean, a boy in the Beaver clan, he begins to better understand
their way of life and their growing problem in adapting to the white man and the changing frontier.
Elizabeth George Speare’s Newbery Honor-winning survival story is filled with wonderful detail
about living in the wilderness and the relationships that formed between settlers and natives in the
1700s. Now with an introduction by Joseph Bruchac.
  the sign of the beaver: Calico Captive Elizabeth George Speare, 2001-10-29 From a Newbery
Medal–winning author, an “exciting novel” about a colonial girl’s experience during the French and
Indian War (Saturday Review). In the year 1754, the stillness of Charlestown, New Hampshire, is
shattered by the terrifying cries of an Indian raid. Young Miriam Willard, on a day that had promised
new happiness, finds herself instead a captive on a forest trail, caught up in the ebb and flow of the
French and Indian War. It is a harrowing march north. Miriam can only force herself to the next
stopping place, the next small portion of food, the next icy stream to be crossed. At the end of the
trail waits a life of hard work and, perhaps, even a life of slavery. Mingled with her thoughts of
Phineas Whitney, her sweetheart on his way to Harvard, is the crying of her sister’s baby, Captive,
born on the trail. Miriam and her companions finally reach Montreal, a city of shifting loyalties filled
with the intrigue of war, and here, by a sudden twist of fortune, Miriam meets the prominent Du
Quesne family, who introduce her to a life she has never imagined. Based on an actual narrative
diary published in 1807, Calico Captive skillfully reenacts an absorbing facet of history. “Vital and
vivid, this short novel based on the actual captivity of a pre-Revolutionary girl of Charlestown, New
Hampshire, presents American history with force and verve.” —Kirkus Reviews
  the sign of the beaver: The Matchlock Gun Walter D. Edmonds, 1941 Fortælling om en modig
dreng, der beskytter sin mor og søster mod indianerne ved Hudson Valley
  the sign of the beaver: Once They Were Hats Frances Backhouse, 2015-10-01 “Unexpectedly
delightful reading—there is much to learn from the buck-toothed rodents of yore” (National Post).
Beavers, those icons of industriousness, have been gnawing down trees, building dams, shaping the
land, and creating critical habitat in North America for at least a million years. Once one of the
continent’s most ubiquitous mammals, they ranged from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from the Rio
Grande to the edge of the northern tundra. Wherever there was wood and water, there were
beavers—sixty million, or more—and wherever there were beavers, there were intricate natural
communities that depended on their activities. Then the European fur traders arrived. Once They
Were Hats examines humanity’s fifteen-thousand–year relationship with Castor canadensis, and the
beaver’s even older relationship with North American landscapes and ecosystems. From the
waterlogged environs of the Beaver Capital of Canada to the wilderness cabin that controversial
conservationist Grey Owl shared with pet beavers; from a bustling workshop where craftsmen make
beaver-felt cowboy hats using century-old tools to a tidal marsh where an almost-lost link between
beavers and salmon was recently found, it’s a journey of discovery to find out what happened after
we nearly wiped this essential animal off the map, and how we can learn to live with beavers now
that they’re returning. “Fascinating and smartly written.” —The Globe and Mail (Toronto)
  the sign of the beaver: Badir and the Beaver Shannon Stewart, 2019-04-16 It's Ramadan, a
time to focus on good deeds and to fast, and Badir and his brother, Anis, are out for a walk one
evening while they wait for their iftar meal. In the park Badir sees a rat. A very, very large rat. He
soon learns it’s actually a beaver, an animal that doesn't live in Tunisia, the country Badir and his
family have emigrated from. It turns out that some of the neighbors who enjoy the park think this
beaver is a bit of a pest, but Badir thinks it's wonderful and learns everything he can about the
iconic Canadian animal. When a petition is started to remove the beaver, Badir, who knows firsthand
how difficult it is to leave your home behind, rallies his classmates to save it. And with a little help
from new friends, the kids learn that collaboration and faith can change the way we think about the
world. The epub edition of this title is fully accessible.
  the sign of the beaver: Bright Island Mabel L. Robinson, 2012-10-23 Mabel Robinson's
delightful coming-of-age story won a Newbery Honor in 1938 and garnered extraordinary praise



from critics and readers alike. Born and raised on Bright Island off the Maine coast, Thankful Curtis
is more like her sea captain grandfather than any of her older brothers are. Nothing suits her better
than sailing and helping her father with the farm. But when her dreaded sisters-in-law suggest that
Thankful get some proper schooling on the mainland, the wind is knocked from her sails. Thankful
finds the uncharted waters of school difficult to navigate: there's a rocky reception from her rich
roommate, Selina; the breezy behavior of the charming Robert; and stormy Mr. Fletcher, the
handsome Latin teacher whose caustic tongue masks a tender heart. And while Thankful works hard
to make the best of her new life, Bright Island continues to flash in her thoughts, like the sparkle of
the sun on the water. The New York Times raved, One would be hard put to it to find a better
contemporary novel than this, and now this evocative tale can be welcomed by a new generation of
readers.
  the sign of the beaver: Eager Ben Goldfarb, 2018 Our modern idea of what a healthy
landscape looks like and how it functions is distorted by the fur trade that once trapped out millions
of beavers from North America's lakes and rivers. Goldfarb shares the powerful story about one of
the world's most influential species. He explains how North America was colonized, how our
landscapes have changed over the centuries, and how beavers can help us fight drought, flooding,
wildfire, extinction, and the ravages of climate change. -- adapted from jacket
  the sign of the beaver: The American Beaver and His Works Lewis Henry Morgan, 1868
Howes M802 Probably the first study of the behavior of a single animal in the mordern sense and
certainly the first American work in comparative psychology.--Gach. ..long regarded as a classic on
the subject. DAB, Vol. XIII, 185.
  the sign of the beaver: The Beaver Manifesto Glynnis Hood, 2011 Beavers are the great
comeback story--a keystone species that survived ice ages, major droughts, the fur trade,
urbanization and near extinction. Their ability to create and maintain aquatic habitats has endeared
them to conservationists, but puts the beavers at odds with urban and industrial expansion. These
conflicts reflect a dichotomy within our national identity. We place environment and our concept of
wilderness as a key touchstone for promotion and celebration, while devoting significant financial
and personal resources to combating the beaver problem. We need to rethink our approach to
environmental conflict in general, and our approach to species-specific conflicts in particular. Our
history often celebrates our integration of environment into our identity, but our actions often reveal
an exploitation of environment and celebration of its subjugation. Why the conflict with the beaver?
It is one of the few species that refuses to play by our rules and continues to modify environments to
meet its own needs and the betterment of so many other species, while at the same time showing
humans that complete dominion over nature is not necessarily achievable.
  the sign of the beaver: The World According to Beaver Irwyn Applebaum, 1998 The tie-in to
the classic situation comedy that defined the TV era of a whole generation of baby boomers, The
World According to Beaver is both an in-depth episode guide and a study of the meaning and impact
of The Beav. Photos.
  the sign of the beaver: Blood on the River Elisa Carbone, 2007-09-20 Twelve-year-old
Samuel Collier is a lowly commoner on the streets of London. So when he becomes the page of
Captain John Smith and boards the Susan Constant, bound for the New World, he can’t believe his
good fortune. He’s heard that gold washes ashore with every tide. But beginning with the stormy
journey and his first contact with the native people, he realizes that the New World is nothing like he
imagined. The lush Virginia shore where they establish the colony of James Town is both beautiful
and forbidding, and it’s hard to know who’s a friend or foe. As he learns the language of the
Algonquian Indians and observes Captain Smith’s wise diplomacy, Samuel begins to see that he can
be whomever he wants to be in this new land.
  the sign of the beaver: The Ezekiel Option Joel C. Rosenberg, 2010-09-29 Book 3 in the
bestselling 5-book thriller series that has sold over 1.2 million copies! “If you only read one novel
this year, this is it. The Ezekiel Option is brilliantly conceived. . . . Like an episode of 24 with a
supernatural twist.” —Rush Limbaugh, #1 New York Times bestselling author “The Ezekiel Option is



an exciting, action-packed thriller based on one of the most important end times prophecies.” —Tim
LaHaye, #1 New York Times bestselling author of the Left Behind series “His novels . . . seem to be
ripped from the headlines—next year’s headlines.” —Washington Times What if the end is closer
than you think? Saddam Hussein is gone. Yasser Arafat is dead. An American president is trying to
spread freedom and democracy throughout the Middle East. But suddenly new evils loom on the
horizon. A dictator is rising in Russia. Iran is feverishly building nuclear weapons. A new Axis of Evil
is emerging, led by Moscow and Tehran. And Jon Bennett and Erin McCoy―two senior White House
advisors―find themselves facing the most chilling question of their lives: Is the world rushing to the
brink of an apocalypse prophesied more than 2,500 years ago?
  the sign of the beaver: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe C.S. Lewis, 2018 C. S. Lewis
was a British author, lay theologian, and contemporary of J.R.R. Tolkien. The Lion, the Witch, and
the Wardrobe is the first book in The Chronicles of Narnia.
  the sign of the beaver: The Ancestor's Tale Richard Dawkins, 2004 A renowned biologist
provides a sweeping chronicle of more than four billion years of life on Earth, shedding new light on
evolutionary theory and history, sexual selection, speciation, extinction, and genetics.
  the sign of the beaver: The Life and Traditions of the Red Man Joseph Nicolar, 1893
Joseph Nicolar's The Life and Traditions of the Red Man tells the story of his people from the first
moments of creation to the earliest arrivals and eventual settlement of Europeans. Self-published by
Nicolar, this is one of the few sustained narratives in English composed by a member of an Eastern
Algonquian-speaking people during the nineteenth century. At a time when Native Americans' ability
to exist as Natives was imperiled, Nicolar wrote his book in an urgent effort to pass on Penobscot
cultural heritage to subsequent generations of the tribe and to reclaim Native Americans' right to
self-representation. This extraordinary work weaves together stories of Penobscot history,
precontact material culture, feats of shamanism, and ancient prophecies about the coming of the
white man. An elder of the Penobscot Nation in Maine and the grandson of the Penobscots' most
famous shaman-leader, Old John Neptune, Nicolar brought to his task a wealth of traditional
knowledge. providing historical context and explaining unfamiliar words and phrases. The Life and
Traditions of the Red Man is a remarkable narrative of Native American culture, spirituality, and
literature
  the sign of the beaver: The Life Cycle of a Beaver Bobbie Kalman, 2006 Describes the life
cycle, environment, and habits of the American beaver.
  the sign of the beaver: The Beaver Dietland Müller-Schwarze, Lixing Sun, 2003 Beavers can
and do dramatically change the landscape. The beaver is a keystone species their skills as foresters
and engineers create and maintain ponds and wetlands that increase biodiversity, purify water, and
prevent large-scale flooding. Biologists have long studied their daily and seasonal routines, family
structures, and dispersal patterns. As human development encroaches into formerly wild areas,
property owners and government authorities need new, nonlethal strategies for dealing with
so-called nuisance beavers. At the same time, the complex behavior of beavers intrigues visitors at
parks and other wildlife viewing sites because it is relatively easy to observe.In an up-to-date,
exhaustively illustrated, and comprehensive book on beaver biology and management, Dietland
Muller-Schwarze and Lixing Sun gather a wealth of scientific knowledge about both the North
American and Eurasian beaver species. The Beaver is designed to satisfy the curiosity and answer
the questions of anyone with an interest in these animals, from students who enjoy watching beaver
ponds at nature centers to homeowners who hope to protect their landscaping. Photographs taken
by the authors document every aspect of beaver behavior and biology, the variety of their
constructions, and the habitats that depend on their presence. Beaver facts: Just as individual
beavers shape their immediate surroundings, so did the distribution of beavers across North
America influence the paths of English and French explorers and traders. As a result of the fur
trade, beavers were wiped out across large areas of the United States. Reintroduction efforts led to
the widespread establishment of these resilient animals, and now they are found throughout North
America, Europe, and parts of the southern hemisphere. Beaver meadows provided early settlers



with level, fertile pastures and hayfields. Based on the fossil record, the smallest extinct beaver
species were the size of a muskrat, and the largest may have reached the size of a black bear (five to
six times as large as today's North American beavers). Beaver-gnawed wood has been found
alongside the skeleton of a mastodon. Some beavers remain in the home lodge for an extra year to
assist their parents in raising younger siblings. They feed, groom, and guard the newborn kits. In
1600, beaver ponds covered eleven percent of the upper Mississippi and Missouri Rivers' watershed
above Thebes, Illinois. Restoring only 3 percent of the original wetlands might suffice to prevent
catastrophic floods such as those in the early 1990s.
  the sign of the beaver: Bringing Back the Beaver Derek Gow, 2020 A bold new voice in
nature writing, from the front lines of Britain's rewilding movement Bringing Back the Beaver is
farmer-turned-ecologist Derek Gow's inspirational and often riotously funny firsthand account of
how the movement to rewild the British landscape with beavers has become the single most
dramatic and subversive nature conservation act of the modern era. Since the early 1990s - in the
face of outright opposition from government, landowning elites and even some conservation
professionals - Gow has imported, quarantined and assisted the reestablishment of beavers in
waterways across England and Scotland. In addition to detailing the ups and downs of rewilding
beavers, Bringing Back the Beaver makes a passionate case as to why the return of one of nature's
great problem solvers will be critical as part of a sustainable fix for flooding and future drought,
whilst ensuring the creation of essential lifescapes that enable the broadest possible spectrum of
Britain's wildlife to thrive--
  the sign of the beaver: Penobscot Man Frank G. Speck, 2017-05-17
  the sign of the beaver: Brenda's Beaver Needs a Barber Bimisi Tayanita, Matt Williams,
2016-12-01 Sumguyen has always had a thick mane of hair, in the summer of 2016 he decided to
grow a beard. Deep into month three he started to look like an armpit with eyeballs.It was a sultry
August night in Old Town Scottsdale as Bimisi and Sumguyen made their way from one bar to
another. They took pause to to enjoy the rhythms of a homeless crooner who was soulfully picking
his guitar. When Sumguyen threw a five into his tip jar the artist looked up, thanked him with a nod
and said, That is a beautiful beard. My friend Brenda has a beard just like that, but hers doesn't
talk.A fair amount of beer sprayed from Bimisi's nose...and just like that they had their subject
matter for the final book of season one. Brenda's Beaver Needs a Barber is the fifth of five books
that make up Reach Around Books Season One.
  the sign of the beaver: Snow Treasure Marie McSwigan, 1958 Grade Level 5.5, Book# 85,
Points 4.
  the sign of the beaver: Beaversprite Dorothy Richards, Hope Sawyer Buyukmihci, 1977
  the sign of the beaver: A Beaver Tale Gerald Wykes, 2016-04-14 For young readers, an
engaging and beautifully illustrated story about the return of beavers to the Detroit River. When
Detroit was settled over three hundred years ago, beavers (then known by the French name castors)
were one of the most numerous and important animals in North America. Yet the aggressive beaver
pelt trade in Detroit and elsewhere decimated the animal's population, and the region's remaining
beavers were unable to reestablish their homes in the city's industrial landscape once the trapping
ended. In A Beaver Tale: The Castors of Conners Creek, author and illustrator Gerald Wykes tells the
incredible story of one beaver family's return to the Detroit River in 2008, more than one hundred
years after beavers were last seen in the area. Wykes shows readers how the beavers were
discovered at the Conners Creek Power Plant on the city's east side, after people noticed trees were
being mysteriously cut down. He combines real observations of this pioneering beaver colony with
background about the important history of the beaver in Michigan, from its relationship to the
Native occupants of the Great Lakes to its discovery by Europeans as a source of valuable furs. He
explores some of the beaver's unique physical features, including its impressively webbed hind feet,
delicate fingered hands, waterproof fur, and famous flat tail, and also explains how today's strict
pollution laws and shoreline improvements have turned the Detroit River into a hospitable place for
beavers once again. Wykes's full-color illustrations and kid-friendly text tell a serious tale of



environmental recovery in a fun and accessible way. Young readers aged 8 to 12 will enjoy the
unique natural and cultural history in A Beaver Tale.
  the sign of the beaver: Bartholomew, the Beaver Ruth 1892-1983 Dixon, 2021-09-09 This work
has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and
republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an
easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  the sign of the beaver: Hello, Benny the Beaver! Aimee Aryal, 2008
  the sign of the beaver: Ben the Beaver Daniela De Luca, 2008-03 Provides factual
information about the natural history of beavers through the fictional story of a young beaver named
Ben on his character-building journey.
  the sign of the beaver: Little Britches Ralph Moody, 1991-01-01 Ralph Moody was eight years
old in 1906 when his family moved from New Hampshire to a Colorado ranch. Through his eyes we
experience the pleasures and perils of ranching there early in the twentieth century. Auctions and
roundups, family picnics, irrigation wars, tornadoes and wind storms give authentic color to Little
Britches. So do adventures, wonderfully told, that equip Ralph to take his father's place when it
becomes necessary. Little Britches was the literary debut of Ralph Moody, who wrote about the
adventures of his family in eight glorious books, all available as Bison Books.
  the sign of the beaver: Little Worlds Peter Guthrie, Mary Paige, 1985-12
  the sign of the beaver: Auggie & Me: Three Wonder Stories R. J. Palacio, 2017-11-14 Over
15 million people have read the #1 New York Times bestseller Wonder and have fallen in love with
Auggie Pullman, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face. And don't miss R.J. Palacio's highly
anticipated new novel, Pony, available now! Auggie & Me gives readers a special look at Auggie’s
world through three new points of view. These stories are an extra peek at Auggie before he started
at Beecher Prep and during his first year there. Readers get to see him through the eyes of Julian,
the bully; Christopher, Auggie’s oldest friend; and Charlotte, Auggie’s new friend at school.
Together, these three stories are a treasure for readers who don’t want to leave Auggie behind when
they finish Wonder.
  the sign of the beaver: The Sign of the Beaver Lit Link Gr. 4-6 ,
  the sign of the beaver: The World of the Beaver Leonard Lee Rue, 1964 Many photographs
accompany this informal account of the habitat and habits, growth, engineering skill, swimming
ability, and longevity of the American beaver.
  the sign of the beaver: Toliver's Secret Esther Wood Brady, 2014-10-29 When her
grandfather is injured, 10-year-old Ellen Toliver replaces him on a top-secret patriotic mission.
Disguised as a boy, she manages to smuggle a message to General George Washington.
  the sign of the beaver: Tea with Milk Allen Say, 1999 After growing up near San Francisco, a
young Japanese woman returns with her parents to their native Japan, but she feels foreign and out
of place.
  the sign of the beaver: Literature Circle Guide: Where The Red Fern Grows Tara McCarthy,
2003-05 Helps kids respond to literature in small discussion groups!
  the sign of the beaver: Bullet It! Nicole Lara, 2017-08-22 Beautiful bulleted organization made
easy! Fill your days with beauty, track your life, and doodle your way to a nicer day with Bullet It!
Dotted grids, handwritten fonts, and fun doodle tutorials make this more than just an organizing
notebook. It's an artistic keepsake for your life. And perforated pages make it easy to remove your
favorite pages and display them in your home. Make your world a little more lovely a lot more
organized with Bullet It!



  the sign of the beaver: Farmers' Almanac 2008 Peter Geiger, Sondra Duncan, 2007 The
Farmers Almanac is an annual publication published every year since 1818. It is the only publication
of its kind which generations of American families have come to trust. Its longevity speaks volumes
about its content which informs, delights, and educates. Best known for its long-range weather
predictions, the Farmers Almanac provides valuable information on gardening, cooking, fishing, and
more.
  the sign of the beaver: Beaverland Leila Philip, 2022-12-06 An intimate and revelatory dive
into the world of the beaver—the wonderfully weird rodent that has surprisingly shaped American
history and may save its ecological future. From award-winning writer Leila Philip, Beaverland is a
masterful work of narrative science writing, a book that highlights, though history and contemporary
storytelling, how this weird rodent plays an oversized role in American history and its future. She
follows fur trappers who lead her through waist high water, fur traders and fur auctioneers, as well
as wildlife managers, PETA activists, Native American environmental vigilantes, scientists,
engineers, and the colorful group of activists known as beaver believers. Beginning with the early
trans-Atlantic trade in North America, Leila Philip traces the beaver’s profound influence on our
nation’s early economy and feverish western expansion, its first corporations and multi-millionaires.
In her pursuit of this weird and wonderful animal, she introduces us to people whose lives are
devoted to the beaver, including a Harvard scientist from the Blackfeet Reservation in Montana, who
uses drones to create 3-dimensional images of beaver dams; and an environmental restoration
consultant in the Chesapeake whose nickname is the “beaver whisperer”. What emerges is a
poignant personal narrative, a startling portrait of the secretive world of the contemporary fur trade,
and an engrossing ecological and historical investigation of these heroic animals who, once trapped
to the point of extinction, have returned to the landscape as one of the greatest conservation stories
of the 20th century. Beautifully written and impeccably researched, Beaverland reveals the profound
ways in which one odd creature and the trade surrounding it has shaped history, culture, and our
environment. The New York Times Editors' Choice NPR Science Friday Book Club Selection
  the sign of the beaver: The Beaver Book of Horror Daniel Farson, 1977
  the sign of the beaver: Liberty Lady Pat DiGeorge, 2016-11-01 LIBERTY LADY is the true story
of a WWII bomber and its crew forced to land in neutral Sweden during the Eighth Air Force's first
large-scale daylight bombing raid on Berlin. 1st Lt. Herman Allen was interned and began working
for his country's espionage agency, the OSS, with instructions to befriend a businessman suspected
of selling secrets to the Germans. Soon Herman fell in love with a beautiful Swedish-American
secretary working for the OSS, their courtship unfolding amid the glamour and intrigue of wartime
Stockholm. As Swedish newspapers trumpeted one of the biggest spy scandals of the war, two of the
main protagonists walked down the aisle in a storybook wedding presided over by the nephew of the
King of Sweden.
  the sign of the beaver: The Beaver Pond Alvin R. Tresselt, 1970 The beavers dam a stream and
create a pond which is valuable to many creatures.
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