the cost of discipleship

the cost of discipleship is a profound concept that challenges individuals to reflect
deeply on their commitment to faith and spiritual growth. This article provides an in-depth
exploration of what it truly means to be a disciple, examining the spiritual, emotional, and
practical costs involved. Readers will gain insights into the biblical foundation of
discipleship, the sacrifices and challenges faced by followers, and how these costs
manifest in everyday life. Additionally, the article discusses the rewards and benefits of
discipleship, offering a balanced perspective for anyone considering a more dedicated
spiritual journey. Whether you are new to the topic or seeking a deeper understanding,
this comprehensive guide will equip you with essential knowledge about the cost of
discipleship and its implications for personal transformation. Continue reading to discover
the multi-dimensional aspects of discipleship, its relevance today, and how it impacts both
individuals and communities.
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Understanding the Cost of Discipleship

The cost of discipleship refers to the sacrifices, commitments, and changes that
individuals must make to follow a spiritual path, particularly in the context of Christianity.
It is not merely about attending services or learning doctrines; rather, it demands a
transformation of lifestyle, priorities, and relationships. The term is often associated with
the teachings of Jesus, who emphasized that following Him requires putting aside personal
ambitions, comfort, and even relationships. Discipleship involves a willingness to embrace
challenges, endure hardship, and prioritize spiritual growth above material gains. This
section lays the foundation for the rest of the article by defining key concepts and
establishing the context for deeper exploration.



Biblical Foundations of Discipleship

Scriptural References to Discipleship

The teachings of Jesus provide the cornerstone for understanding the cost of discipleship.
Passages in the New Testament, such as Luke 14:26-33 and Matthew 16:24-26, explicitly
outline the sacrifices required of followers. Jesus calls His disciples to "deny themselves,
take up their cross, and follow Him," signifying a total commitment that may involve
suffering and loss. These scriptural references highlight the seriousness of the decision
and the depth of dedication expected from true disciples.

Examples from Early Followers

Early disciples like Peter, Paul, and Mary Magdalene exemplified the cost of discipleship
through their life choices. Many abandoned professions, family ties, and social standing to
dedicate themselves to the mission of spreading the Gospel. Their stories reflect the
enduring nature of the sacrifices demanded and serve as models for modern believers.
These examples underscore that the cost of discipleship is not a new concept, but a
foundational aspect of faith from its inception.

Emotional and Spiritual Costs

Inner Struggles and Transformation

One of the most significant aspects of the cost of discipleship is the emotional and spiritual
transformation required. Individuals may encounter inner conflicts as they strive to align
their values and desires with spiritual teachings. This process can be challenging,
involving periods of doubt, temptation, and resistance to change. The journey often
requires letting go of pride, ego, and self-centered ambitions to cultivate humility,
compassion, and selflessness.

Spiritual Discipline and Commitment

Maintaining spiritual discipline is essential for discipleship. Regular prayer, meditation,
study of sacred texts, and participation in community activities demand time and effort.
This ongoing commitment may require giving up leisure activities, convenience, and
personal comfort. The process fosters spiritual maturity but can be demanding, as it
involves continual self-examination and dedication to growth.

e Letting go of past habits and beliefs
e Facing doubts and fears
e Developing resilience and perseverance

e Embracing uncertainty and trust in spiritual guidance



Social and Practical Implications

Impact on Relationships

The decision to embrace discipleship can have far-reaching effects on personal
relationships. Friends, family members, and colleagues might not understand or support
the changes in lifestyle and priorities. This could lead to misunderstandings, strained
relationships, and even social isolation. Disciples are often called to stand firm in their
beliefs despite external pressures, which tests their resolve and commitment.

Material and Financial Considerations

The cost of discipleship may also impact material and financial aspects of life. Some may
be called to give generously, support charitable causes, or even abandon lucrative careers
for the sake of service. These choices require careful consideration and a willingness to
prioritize spiritual values over material wealth. The practical implications can be
significant, but many find fulfillment and purpose through acts of sacrifice and generosity.

Sacrifices Required for True Discipleship

Personal Sacrifice

True discipleship demands personal sacrifice, which may include giving up comfort,
security, and personal ambitions. Individuals might need to make difficult choices that
affect their daily lives, such as abstaining from certain activities or changing their lifestyle
to align with spiritual principles. These sacrifices are not merely symbolic but reflect a
deep commitment to the values of discipleship.

Social and Cultural Sacrifice

In many cases, discipleship requires going against prevailing social and cultural norms.
This might mean advocating for justice, peace, and compassion in environments where
such values are not prioritized. The commitment to discipleship can sometimes lead to
criticism or exclusion, yet it is through these sacrifices that individuals demonstrate
genuine faith and integrity.

1. Giving up personal ambitions for greater purpose
2. Adopting a lifestyle of service and humility
3. Enduring criticism or exclusion from social circles

4. Supporting others even at personal cost



Rewards and Benefits of Discipleship

Spiritual Fulfillment

Despite the challenges and sacrifices, the cost of discipleship often leads to profound
spiritual fulfillment. Many report a deep sense of peace, purpose, and connection to a
higher power. The journey of discipleship fosters personal growth, strengthens character,
and cultivates virtues such as patience, kindness, and gratitude. These rewards are not
always tangible but are deeply meaningful for those committed to the path.

Community and Influence

Discipleship also offers the benefit of being part of a supportive community. Shared values
and mutual encouragement provide strength during difficult times. Disciples often become
positive influences in their families, workplaces, and broader society, inspiring others
through their example and service. The impact of discipleship extends beyond the
individual, contributing to the well-being of communities and society at large.

The Modern Relevance of Discipleship

Contemporary Challenges

In today's fast-paced and materialistic world, the cost of discipleship is as relevant as ever.
Modern disciples face unique challenges such as digital distractions, social pressures, and
competing priorities. Maintaining spiritual focus and dedication requires intentional effort
and resilience. Despite these challenges, many find that the principles of discipleship
provide clarity, stability, and meaning in an increasingly complex world.

Opportunities for Growth

The cost of discipleship offers opportunities for personal and collective growth. By
embracing sacrifice and commitment, individuals can contribute to positive social change,
foster compassion, and build communities rooted in shared purpose. The journey of
discipleship continues to inspire countless individuals to pursue lives of service, integrity,
and spiritual depth, shaping a more hopeful and harmonious future.

Q: What does the cost of discipleship mean in a
practical sense?

A: The cost of discipleship in a practical sense refers to the sacrifices and lifestyle changes
individuals make to prioritize spiritual growth and commitment. This may include altering
daily routines, giving up certain habits, investing time in service, and maintaining
discipline in spiritual practices.



Q: How do biblical teachings address the cost of
discipleship?

A: Biblical teachings highlight the cost of discipleship through passages where Jesus calls
followers to deny themselves and take up their cross. The scriptures emphasize
commitment, sacrifice, and the willingness to endure hardship for the sake of faith.

Q: What are some emotional challenges faced by
disciples?

A: Emotional challenges include inner struggles with doubt, fear, and resistance to
change. Disciples often face uncertainty, require resilience, and must confront personal
shortcomings as part of their spiritual transformation.

Q: Are there financial implications involved in
discipleship?

A: Yes, discipleship can have financial implications such as giving generously, supporting
charitable causes, or making career decisions that align with spiritual values rather than
material gain.

Q: How does discipleship affect relationships?

A: Discipleship can impact relationships by creating misunderstandings or tension with
those who may not share the same values. It may lead to social isolation or strained family
and friendship ties, but can also foster deeper, more meaningful connections with like-
minded individuals.

Q: What are the main rewards of discipleship?

A: The main rewards of discipleship include spiritual fulfillment, personal growth, a sense
of purpose, and belonging to a supportive community. Discipleship also provides
opportunities to positively influence others and contribute to social good.

Q: What sacrifices are commonly required of disciples?

A: Common sacrifices include giving up personal ambitions, adopting a lifestyle of service,
enduring criticism or exclusion, and making choices that prioritize spiritual values over
convenience or material benefit.

Q: Is the cost of discipleship relevant in modern society?

A: The cost of discipleship remains highly relevant in modern society, as individuals
continue to navigate complex social, digital, and material challenges. Discipleship offers a



framework for meaning, stability, and positive change.

Q: Can anyone become a disciple regardless of
background?

A: Yes, discipleship is open to anyone willing to embrace its principles and make the
necessary commitments. The journey is personal and accessible to individuals from all
backgrounds and walks of life.

Q: What role does community play in the cost of
discipleship?

A: Community plays a vital role by offering support, encouragement, and shared purpose.
It helps individuals navigate challenges and deepen their commitment to discipleship
through collective growth and service.
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The Cost of Discipleship: A Journey of Sacrifice and
Reward

Following Jesus isn't a casual hobby; it's a profound commitment demanding significant sacrifice and
unwavering dedication. This post delves deep into the often-overlooked realities of "the cost of
discipleship," exploring the multifaceted sacrifices involved, the rewards that accompany them, and
how to navigate the challenges with faith and resilience. We'll unravel the complexities beyond the
surface-level understanding, providing a comprehensive and honest perspective on this
transformative journey.

H2: The Financial Cost: More Than Just Tithes

While tithing and supporting the church are vital aspects of Christian stewardship, the financial cost
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of discipleship extends far beyond regular donations. It involves a willingness to prioritize spiritual
growth over material possessions. This can manifest in various ways:

Giving to the needy: A true disciple prioritizes helping those less fortunate, often involving
significant financial sacrifices. This isn't just about writing a check; it's about actively seeking
opportunities to serve and support others in need.

Investing in spiritual growth: Courses, retreats, books, and mentoring can significantly impact your
spiritual journey. These investments, while not always expensive, represent a deliberate
commitment to personal growth within faith.

Sacrificing career opportunities: Following Jesus might mean turning down lucrative jobs that
conflict with your values or require excessive time commitments, hindering your financial
advancement.

H2: The Relational Cost: Navigating Difficult Relationships

Embracing discipleship often strains relationships. Your commitment to Christ might clash with the
values and lifestyles of friends, family, and colleagues.

Misunderstandings and conflict: Your new priorities and convictions might lead to disagreements
and misunderstandings with those who don't share your faith.

Isolation and loneliness: Choosing to follow a different path can lead to feelings of isolation,
especially when those closest to you don’t understand your commitment.

Loss of social acceptance: Certain lifestyle choices aligned with your faith might result in social
exclusion or ridicule from those who don't share your beliefs.

H2: The Time Cost: Prioritizing God Over Everything Else

Discipleship demands a significant time investment. It's about actively engaging with God's word,
prayer, fellowship, and service.

Sacrificing leisure time: Engaging in meaningful spiritual practices like prayer and Bible study
requires dedicating time that could be spent on leisure activities.

Committing to service: Actively serving others within your community and church demands
significant time commitment.

Balancing work, family, and faith: Finding a healthy balance between these essential aspects of life
can be challenging but crucial for sustainable discipleship.

H2: The Emotional Cost: Facing Trials and Persecution



The path of a disciple isn't always smooth. It often involves emotional hardship and personal
struggles.

Spiritual warfare: The Bible speaks of spiritual battles and temptations. These can lead to emotional
distress, requiring resilience and faith.

Suffering for righteousness sake: Standing firm in your faith might lead to persecution,
misunderstanding, and even suffering.

Personal growth through challenges: While painful, these experiences shape and refine our
character, deepening our faith and understanding of God’s grace.

H2: The Rewards of Discipleship: Abundant Life Beyond
Measure

Despite the sacrifices, the rewards of discipleship are immeasurable and transformative.

A deeper relationship with God: The greatest reward is a closer walk with God, a profound sense of
purpose, and unwavering peace.

Inner peace and contentment: True discipleship brings inner peace that transcends earthly
circumstances.

A life of purpose and meaning: Knowing you're fulfilling God’s purpose for your life brings a deep
sense of satisfaction and fulfillment.

Eternal life: The ultimate reward is the promise of eternal life with God, a hope that surpasses all
earthly gains.

Conclusion

The cost of discipleship is substantial, requiring sacrifice in various facets of life. Yet, the rewards
far outweigh the challenges. Embarking on this journey requires courage, faith, and a willingness to
surrender to God’s plan. It’s a path of transformation, leading to a deeper relationship with God and
a life filled with purpose, meaning, and abundant joy.

FAQs:

1. Is the cost of discipleship the same for everyone? No, the specific sacrifices and challenges will
vary depending on individual circumstances, cultural contexts, and personal calling.

2. How can I measure the success of my discipleship? Success isn't measured by external
accomplishments but by the growth of your faith, your love for God and others, and your obedience
to His will.



3. What if I fail to live up to the expectations of discipleship? God's grace is sufficient, even in our
failures. Repentance and seeking forgiveness are crucial aspects of the Christian journey.

4. How can I balance the cost of discipleship with my daily responsibilities? Prayerful planning,
prioritization, and seeking support from your church community are vital for navigating this balance.

5. Is it possible to be a disciple without making sacrifices? Genuine discipleship inherently involves
sacrifice. The willingness to let go of certain things for the sake of following Christ is fundamental to
the journey.

the cost of discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1995-09 This book is
a compelling statement of the demands of sacrifice and ethical consistency from a man whose life
and thought were exemplary articulations of a new type of leadership inspired by the Gospel, and
imbued with the spirit of Christian civic duty. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.

the cost of discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 2016-07-09 One of
the most important theologians of the twentieth century illuminates the relationship between
ourselves and the teachings of Jesus.

the cost of discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship Bonhoeffer Dietrich, 2015-11-02 Perhaps
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s most radical book, this reading of the Sermon on the Mount has influenced
many Christians throughout the world over the last 50 years.

the cost of discipleship: Bonhoeffer's the Cost of Discipleship Greg Ligon, 1998 A volume
comparable in style to Cliff's Notes, here highlighting the key points from Bonhoeffer's The Cost of
Discipleship.

the cost of discipleship: The Cost of Cheap Grace Bill Hull, Brandon Cook, 2020-01-07 What is
a Christian? At the most basic level, a Christian is a disciple of Jesus Christ. And yet many Christians
today couldn’t tell you what a disciple of Jesus Christ is, or would even think of themselves as
disciples. And yet in the Great Commission, Jesus specifically called us to make disciples. Everything
else is secondary. The Cost of Cheap Grace is an extended, sweeping, bold, and bracing call to
repentance for where we’ve let secondary things subvert our commitment to discipleship, and a
compelling vision for discipleship as the basis of the gospel in all its world-changing, subversive
power.

the cost of discipleship: Costly Grace Jon Walker, 2010 In 1937, on the threshold of Nazi
Germany's war on the world, Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote what turned out to be one of the most
influential books of the century, The Cost of Discipleship. In it, he challenged the flabby faith and
compromises of German Christians, famously writing, When Christ calls a man he bids him come and
die. Now, seventy-three years after the book was first published, Jon Walker writes Costly Grace: A
Contemporary View of Dietrich Bonhoeffer's The Cost of Discipleship. Walker brings to a new
generation the timeless message of Bonhoeffer against the background of today's political upheaval
and societal change and what it means to those who claim to follow Christ's teachings.

the cost of discipleship: Shepherd's Notes: The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
2017-10 Shepherd's notes helps readers better learn the books of the Bible and Christian classic
writings in a concise and easy-to-understand format.

the cost of discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1959

the cost of discipleship: Discipleship on the Edge Darrell W. Johnson, 2004 Revelation is
probably the most read, but least understood book of the Bible. History is replete with examples of
how not to interpret it, and books featuring end-of-world prophecy claims based on Revelation
consistently top the bestseller lists. But how can the message of such an enigmatic book be applied
to our lives today? In Discipleship on the Edge, Darrell W. Johnson drives home the challenging and
practical message of Revelation in thirty carefully crafted sermons. Paying careful attention to the
original context of Revelation and the circumstances surrounding its composition, Johnson shows



that the book is not a crystal ball but rather a discipleship manual. Thoroughly researched and yet
accessible, this collection of sermons is a helpful resource for pastors and small group leaders who
are looking for models to help them preach and teach the message of Revelation in a time when
there is much confusion about the end times. Darrell W. Johnson serves as Scholar-in-Residence at
The Way Church and Canadian Church Leaders Network in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. A
popular conference and retreat speaker, he has also served as the preaching pastor for a number of
congregations in North America and the Philippines, as well as serving as Adjunct Professor of
Preaching for the Doctor of Ministry program at Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena,
California, and a Teaching Fellow at Regent College. His other books include Experiencing the
Trinity and Fifty-Seven Words That Change The World.

the cost of discipleship: Already Gone Ken Ham, Britt Beemer, 2009 NATIONWIDE POLLS
AND DENOMINATIONAL REPORTS ARE SHOWING THAT THE NEXT GENERATION IS CALLING
IT QUITS ON THE TRADITIONAL CHURCH.

the cost of discipleship: Kingdom Disciples Tony Evans, 2017-07-04 Where have all the
disciples gone? There is a missing force in Christianity today. It’s a critical one, and its absence has
led to weak believers, disintegrating families, ineffective churches, and a decaying culture. Without
it, we lack what we need to fully live as heaven’s representatives on earth. That missing force is
discipleship. In Kingdom Disciples, Tony Evans outlines a simple, actionable definition of
discipleship to help the church fulfill its calling. Readers will learn: What a disciple is What a disciple
cares about How to be a disciple and make disciples What discipleship looks like in community What
the impact of discipleship on the world can be Kingdom disciples are in short supply, and the result
is a legion of powerless Christians attending powerless churches, having a powerless presence in the
world. The power, authority, abundance, victory, and impact God has promised will only come about
when we understand and align ourselves with His definition of discipleship. Kingdom Disciples calls
believers and churches back to our primary, divinely ordained responsibility to be disciples and
make disciples. Only when we take seriously this assignment will the world see heaven at work on
earth. Will you accept the assignment? Kingdom Disciples isuseful as base material for a course on
discipleship.

the cost of discipleship: Principles of Discipleship Charles G. Finney, 1988-02-01 Following
a period of great revival, Charles Finney reached a point of physical exhaustion which resulted in his
writing a series of articles on various subjects to continue the work of discipleship in the new
believers scattered throughout the regions of revival. These practical instructions were published in
the Oberlin Evangelist periodical and took the form of letters addressed to specific themes. They
now are collected and edited by Pastor L.G. Parkhurst to appear for the first time in book form. As
well as letters concerning sanctification, major themes include Finney's letters: « To New Christians
* To Ministers * To Parents ¢ To Christians

the cost of discipleship: Bonhoeffer Eric Metaxas, 2011-08-29 Who better to face the
greatest evil of the 20th century than a humble man of faith? As Adolf Hitler and the Nazis seduced a
nation, bullied a continent, and attempted to exterminate the Jews of Europe, a small number of
dissidents and saboteurs worked to dismantle the Third Reich from the inside. One of these was
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a pastor and author. In this New York Times bestselling biography, Eric
Metaxas takes both strands of Bonhoeffer's life--the theologian and the spy--and draws them
together to tell a searing story of incredible moral courage in the face of monstrous evil. In
Bonhoeffer, Metaxas presents the fullest account of Bonhoeffer's life, including his: heart-wrenching
decision to leave the safe haven of America to return to Hitler's Germany involvement in the famous
Valkyrie plot and in Operation 7, the effort to smuggle Jews into neutral Switzerland lifelong
dedication to sharing the tenets of his faith This edition, revised and with a new introduction from
the author, shares the deeply moving story through previously unavailable documents, including
personal letters, detailed journal entries, and firsthand personal accounts to reveal
never-before-seen dimensions of Bonhoeffer's life and work. Praise for Bonhoeffer: Metaxas has
created a biography of uncommon power--intelligent, moving, well researched, vividly written, and



rich in implication for our own lives. Or to put it another way: Buy this book. Read it. Then buy
another copy and give it to a person you love. It's that good. --Archbishop Charles Chaput, author,
First Things Metaxas tells Bonhoeffer's story with passion and theological sophistication. —Wall
Street Journal Metaxas presents Bonhoeffer as a clear-headed, deeply convicted Christian who
submitted to no one and nothing except God and his Word. --Christianity Today Metaxas has written
a book that adds a new dimension to World War II, a new understanding of how evil can seize the
soul of a nation and a man of faith can confront it. --Thomas Fleming, author, The New Dealers’ War

the cost of discipleship: God Is in the Manger Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 2012-09-03 Supplemented
by an informative introduction, short excerpts from Bonhoeffer's letters, and passages from his
Christmas sermons, these daily devotions are timeless and moving reminders of the true gift of
Christmas.

the cost of discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship-For the 21st Century Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, 2020-01-03 The Cost of Discipleship, a call to more faithful and radical obedience to
Christ and a severe rebuke of comfortable Christianity: Cheap grace is preaching forgiveness
without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion without confession. E
Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living
and incarnate.

the cost of discipleship: Rich Wounds David Mathis, 2022-02-01 Profound reflections on the
cross that help you to meditate on and marvel at the sacrificial love of Jesus. This book can be used
as a devotional, especially during Lent and Easter. These profound reflections on the cross from
David Mathis, author of The Christmas We Didn’t Expect, will help you to meditate on and marvel at
Jesus’ life, sacrificial death, and spectacular resurrection-enabling you to treasure anew who Jesus is
and what he has done. Many of us are so familiar with the Easter story that it becomes easy to miss
subtle details and difficult to really enjoy its meaning. This book will help you to pause and marvel at
Jesus, whose now-glorified wounds are a sign of his unfailing love and the decisive victory that he
has won: “He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment
that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5) This book can be
used as a devotional. The chapters on Holy Week make it especially helpful during the Lent season
and at Easter.

the cost of discipleship: Bonhoeffer's Seminary Vision Paul R. House, 2015 Exploring a
neglected facet of Dietrich Bonhoeffer's life and legacy, this book examines his work training
seminary students for pastoral ministry, arguing for personal, face-to-face education in response to
today's rise of online education.

the cost of discipleship: Psalms Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 2021-11-22 Jesus died with a psalm on
his lips. For millennia, humans have been shaped by the Psalms. And before the Nazis banned him
from publishing, German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer published this book on the Psalms. What
comfort is found in the Psalter? What praise, and what challenge? What threat? In the pages of
Psalms: The Prayer Book of the Bible, discover the richness this book of Scripture held for
Bonhoeffer, and learn to pray psalms along with Christ. First published in 1940, this classic reveals
how the Psalms are essential to the life of the believer and offers Bonhoeffer's reflections on psalms
of thanksgiving, suffering, guilt, praise, and lament. Now with an introduction by Walter
Brueggemann and excerpts from the Psalms, Bonhoeffer's timeless work offers contemporary
readers ancient wisdom and resources for the living of these days. Includes a biographical sketch of
Bonhoeffer written by his friend and biographer Eberhard Bethge.

the cost of discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 2024-04-30 The Cost
of Discipleship is one of the bestselling titles on the SCM Classics list and one of the classics of
modern theology. Perhaps Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s most radical book, this reading of the Sermon on
the Mount has influenced many Christians throughout the world over the last 60 years. With a
foreword by Stephen Plant, Dean of Trinity Hall, Cambridge and one of the leading Bonhoeffer
scholars of our time.

the cost of discipleship: Bonhoeffer on the Christian Life Stephen J. Nichols, 2013-06-30 The



abundance of conferences, lectures, and new books related to Dietrich Bonhoeffer attests to the
growing interest in his amazing life and thought-provoking writings. The legacy of his theological
reflections on the nature of fellowship, the costliness of grace, and the necessity of courageous
obedience has only been heightened by the reality of how he died: execution at the hands of a Nazi
death squad. In this latest addition to the popular Theologians on the Christian Life series, historian
Stephen J. Nichols guides readers through a study of Bonhoeffer’s life and work, helping readers
understand the basic contours of his cross-centered theology, convictions regarding the Christian
life, and circumstances surrounding his dramatic arrest and execution. Part of the Theologians on
the Christian Life series.

the cost of discipleship: Journey Inward, Journey Outward Elizabeth O'Connor, 1968

the cost of discipleship: The Lost Art of Disciple Making LeRoy Eims, 2009-07-13 Every
believer in Jesus Christ deserves the opportunity of personal nurture and development. says LeRoy
Eims. But all too often the opportunity isn't there. We neglect the young Christian in our whirl of
programs, church services, and fellowship groups. And we neglect to raise up workers and leaders
who can disciple young believers into mature and fruitful Christians. In simple, practical, and
biblical terms, LeRoy Eims revives the lost art of disciple making. He explains: - How the early
church discipled new Christians - How to meet the basic needs of a growing Christian - How to spot
and train potential workers - How to develop mature, godly leaders True growth takes time and
tears and love and patience, Eims states. There is no instant maturity. This book examines the
growth process in the life of a Christian and considers what nurture and guidance it takes to develop
spiritually qualified workers in the church.

the cost of discipleship: The Complete Book of Discipleship Bill Hull, 2014-02-27 Well
organized and readily accessible, The Complete Book of Discipleship pulls together into one
convenient, comprehensive volume relevant topics to discipleship such as: Spiritual growth
Transformation Spiritual disciplines Discipleship in the local church and beyond Indexed for easy
reference.

the cost of discipleship: Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Victoria ]J. Barnett, Barbara Green,
2015 Using the acclaimed Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works English translation and adapted to a more
accessible format, these new editions of Discipleship, Ethics, Letters and Papers from Prison, and
Life Together feature the latest translations of Bonhoeffer's works, supplemental material from
Victoria J. Barnett, and insightful introductions by Geffrey B. Kelly, Clifford J. Green, and John W. de
Gruchy. This four volume set of Bonhoeffer's classic works allows all readers to appreciate the
cogency and relevance of his vision. -- publisher.

the cost of discipleship: Being a Disciple Kay Arthur, Tom Hart, Jane Hart, 2009-07-21 This
brand new Bible study series from beloved Bible teacher Kay Arthur and the teaching staff of
Precept Ministries tackles important issues in brief, easy-to-grasp lessons you can benefit from
personally or as part of a small group. Each book in the series includes six 40-minute studies
designed to draw you into God’s Word through basic inductive Bible study. As Kay explains, Rather
than simply reading or listening to what others say about a subject, you are going to see for yourself
what God says about it. Join one of the world’s most respected Bible teachers in a study that will
revolutionize your thinking--and your life. What is the difference between a true follower of Jesus
Christ and others who merely call themselves Christian? Kay Arthur and Tom and Jane Hart point
the way to clear answers in this instructive study of what Jesus had to say about the subject.
Through these eye-opening inductive studies of passages from the Gospels, you can better
understand the distinctive marks of a disciple of Christ and how to make sure they are true of your
own life. Join Kay Arthur in exploring what it means to count the cost, deny yourself, and follow
Christ.

the cost of discipleship: Only Jesus John F. MacArthur, 2020-03-17 Discover what Jesus
meant when he said, Follow me. And what happens when you do. Only Jesus—from John MacArthur,
author of the classic bestseller, The Gospel According to Jesus—examines the gospel as Christ
himself proclaimed it so that you can gain a proper and complete understanding of the true way of



salvation. You'll learn the answer to questions like: What does it mean to be saved? What is saving
grace? Why does the Cross matter? What does it mean to be born again? What did Jesus teach about
eternal life? What do sin and repentance mean? What is the role of the Holy Spirit in salvation? Only
Jesus is perfect for: Christians who want a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. Seekers who want
to know who Jesus is and what he taught. John MacArthur will guide you in discovering how Jesus'
actual words and teachings call us to salvation and new life through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Transformation will result in our hearts and lives when we truly answer Christ's call to discipleship.
So let’s explore what Lord Jesus had to say about the gospel...

the cost of discipleship: She Reads Truth Raechel Myers, Amanda Bible Williams, 2016-10-04
Born out of the experiences of hundreds of thousands of women who Raechel and Amanda have
walked alongside as they walk with the Lord, She Reads Truth is the message that will help you
understand the place of God's Word in your life.

the cost of discipleship: It Will Cost You Everything Steven J. Lawson, 2021-02-19 Nestled in a
few verses in Luke's Gospel is a Jesus who would not have been tolerated today: He was not
politically correct and He certainly did not try to save people's feelings. Steven Lawson unpacks
these few verses, looking at the unashamed honesty, passion, and urgency with which Jesus explains
the life-long cost involved in choosing to follow Him. True Christianity is the biggest sacrifice any
person ever makes ... but it is in pursuit of the most precious prize ever glimpsed.

the cost of discipleship: Ethics Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 2012-03-20 From one of the most
important theologians of the twentieth century, Ethics is the seminal reinterpretation of the role of
Christianity in the modern, secularized world. The Christian does not live in a vacuum, says the
author, but in a world of government, politics, labor, and marriage. Hence, Christian ethics cannot
exist in a vacuum; what the Christian needs, claims Dietrich Bonhoeffer, is concrete instruction in a
concrete situation. Although the author died before completing his work, this book is recognized as a
major contribution to Christian ethics. The root and ground of Christian ethics, the author says, is
the reality of God as revealed in Jesus Christ. This reality is not manifest in the Church as distinct
from the secular world; such a juxtaposition of two separate spheres, Bonhoeffer insists, is a denial
of God’s having reconciled the whole world to himself in Christ. On the contrary, God’s
commandment is to be found and known in the Church, the family, labor, and government. His
commandment permits man to live as man before God, in a world God made, with responsibility for
the institutions of that world.

the cost of discipleship: The Invested Life Joel C. Rosenberg, T. E. Koshy, 2012-08-17 Every
follower of Jesus Christ should be able to answer two simple questions: Who is investing in me? Who
am I investing in? God desires to pour an abundance of spiritual and emotional capital into your life.
And he wants to use you to pour spiritual and emotional capital into others. Along the way, you'll be
changed. Others will change. You will experience God and his community in a new and personal and
supernatural way. And so will others. God calls this process of spiritual investing “making disciples.”
It’s the heart of the Great Commission. It’s the vision of a great local church. It’s the secret of a
healthy joyful, secure, and significant life.

the cost of discipleship: Spiritual Autobiography Richard Peace, 1998 This SPIRITUAL
FORMATION STUDY GUIDE explores and explains how writing a spiritual autobiography can
deepen our walk with God and our community with other believers.

the cost of discipleship: The Cost of Commitment John White, 2006-11-30 According to White,
the cost of following Jesus is not cheap. The cost is substantial, but the benefits, rewards, and joys
that come with a commitment to Him are well worth it.

the cost of discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich 1906-1945 Bonhoeffer, 2021-09-10
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America,
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work,
as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and
we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally




available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and
republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an
easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

the cost of discipleship: Practical Discipleship Zac Poonen, 2002

the cost of discipleship: Christ's Call to Discipleship James Montogmery Boice, 2013-09-06
Boice describes what it means to live a life of true discipleship-recognizing Christ's dominion not
only as Savior but also as Lord. Popular radio speaker, author, and pastor James Montgomery Boice
describes what it means to live a life of true discipleship-recognizing Christ's dominion not only as
Savior but also as Lord. Dr. Boice explores the meaning, path, cost, and rewards of being a true
disciple. As the author asserts in the preface, I believe that if America could produce a generation of
Christians who genuinely affirm and live by these teachings

the cost of discipleship: The Disciple-Making Pastor Bill Hull, 2007-10-01 Christ
commanded the church to make disciples, to produce people who love and obey God, bear fruit, and
live with joy. The crisis at the heart of the church is that we often pay lip service to making disciples,
but we seldom put much effort behind doing it. For the pastor who is ready to put words into action,
The Disciple-Making Pastor offers the inspiration and practical know-how to do so. Bill Hull shows
pastors the obstacles they will face, what disciples really look like, the pastor's role in producing
them, and the practices that lead to positive change. He also offers a six-step coaching process to
help new disciples grow in commitment and obedience and practical ideas to integrate disciple
making into the fabric of the church.

the cost of discipleship: Discipleship at Any Cost Zacharias Tanee Fomum, 2020-04-21
Discipleship at any cost is the very first book written by Professor Fomum when he started out as a
Christian Author in 1976. This book therefore reflects the original thought of the author. As clearly
outlined in the book, Professor Fomum's basic message has not changed. From the start, it was the
power of a man's all. Today it is still the power of a man's all. The different topics covered in this
book are: the price to pay to be a disciple, the foundations of the disciple's life, the purpose of the
disciple's life, the disciple's sufferings, and the disciple's reward. Read this book and you will be
challenged and encouraged to follow the Lord whole heartedly.

the cost of discipleship: Conversion and Discipleship Bill Hull, 2016-01-12 Discipleship
occurs when someone answers the call to learn from Jesus how to live his or her life as though Jesus
were living it. The end result is that the disciple becomes the kind of person who naturally does what
Jesus did. How the church understands salvation and the gospel is the key to recovering a biblical
theology of discipleship. Our doctrines of grace and salvation, in some cases, actually prevent us
from creating an expectation that we are to be disciples of Jesus. A person can profess to be a
Christian and yet still live under the impression that they don’t need to actually follow Jesus. Being a
follower is seen as an optional add-on, not a requirement. It is a choice, not a demand. Being a
Christian today has no connection with the biblical idea that we are formed into the image of Christ.
In this ground-breaking new book, pastor and author Bill Hull shows why our existing models of
evangelism and discipleship fail to actually produce followers of Jesus. He looks at the importance of
recovering a robust view of the gospel and taking seriously the connection between
conversion—answering the call to follow Jesus—and discipleship—living like the one we claim to
follow.

the cost of discipleship: Finding the End of the World Ron Braley, 2011-03 Learn tools and
techniques you can use in any Biblical study and then explore the History of Israel. Use what you
learn to analyze Old Testament prophecies and apocalyptic writings - all in preparation for
comparing accounts of what Jesus told His disciples on the Mount of Olives and for analyzing the
Revelation given to John. Round out your experience with in-depth studies of end-times players such
as the Antichrist and the 144,000 'redeemed from the earth'. Finally, explore in great detail the
major rapture positions and challenges presented by each. Ron Braley's book, Finding the End of the
World, is a great resource for any serious student of God's Word. However, it will frustrate those



who look to it for easy answers to questions surrounding the books of Daniel and Revelation, events
of the End Times, and eschatological controversies. Instead, the author gives the reader and student
the tools to delve into the Scriptures and discover the answers. Caution: This may lead the reader to
question and even jettison some previously held views of the End of Times. While offering historical
and theological background materials to consider, I believe the greatest value of this book is the
study tools, guides and exercises it offers each student. The result is creating students of the Bible
who know how to read and study for themselves. Ron Almberg, Jr. (B.A., Th.B., M.Div.). Ron Braley
lives in Texas with Joanne, his wife of 27 years. They have 4 grown children and 2 grandchildren.
Passion for spreading the Gospel and helping others to build their faith has led to the development
of this comprehensive guide and the creation of Finding Discipleship, Inc. Please visit
www.findingrevelation.com for free instructor materials, discussion boards, and opportunities to
contribute to the discipleship cause.

the cost of discipleship: The Adventure of Discipleship Daniel A. Keating, 2018-11-01 Jesus
tells us that to be his disciple we must surrender everything and, with his grace, brave the path
provided for us by God. Such a sojourn will surely be marked by joy, suffering, uncertainty,
and—above all—adventure. Accordingly, The Adventure of Discipleship presents the Gospel through
the lens of great adventure stories—from J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings and C.S. Lewis’s
Chronicles of Narnia to popular adventure movies, comic book superheroes, and TV series. While
these stories we create and read and retell are but reflections and refractions of the great adventure
of discipleship, they provide us with genuine insight into life with Christ. Author Daniel Keating
shows why we must respond to the call of discipleship with venturesome faith, as many great saints
have before us. Along the way of discipleship, we come to understand the cost of following Jesus, the
importance of hope in light of setbacks, and the gift of true friendship in this great adventure.
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