
the bean trees
the bean trees is a celebrated novel by Barbara Kingsolver, recognized for its compelling
storytelling, rich themes, and unforgettable characters. This article offers an in-depth
exploration of "The Bean Trees," discussing its plot, major themes, character development,
literary significance, and cultural impact. Readers will discover how Kingsolver's debut
novel resonates with topics such as family, identity, social issues, and environmental
consciousness. Whether you are a student, literature enthusiast, or simply curious about
the book, this guide provides comprehensive insights into "the bean trees." Read on to
learn about the novel’s background, its critical reception, and why it remains a relevant
work in contemporary literature.
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Overview of The Bean Trees

"The Bean Trees" is Barbara Kingsolver’s debut novel, published in 1988. Set in rural
Kentucky and Tucson, Arizona, the story follows Taylor Greer, a young woman seeking
independence and a new life. The novel blends realism with compassion, addressing topics
such as motherhood, community, and resilience. Kingsolver’s evocative prose and
attention to detail create an immersive reading experience, making "the bean trees" a
staple in American literature studies. The book is often praised for its accessible language,
vivid descriptions, and emotional depth, appealing to readers of all backgrounds.

Plot Summary and Narrative Structure



Setting and Opening

The novel begins in Pittman County, Kentucky, where Marietta Greer (later known as
Taylor) dreams of escaping her small-town roots. Determined to avoid early
motherhood—a fate she sees in many local women—Taylor buys a used car and drives
west, seeking a fresh start.

Journey and Transformation

Taylor’s journey takes an unexpected turn when, in Oklahoma, a desperate woman leaves
her child, Turtle, in Taylor’s care. Taylor, despite her inexperience, accepts the
responsibility and continues her journey to Tucson, Arizona. The narrative unfolds as
Taylor and Turtle form a bond, navigating challenges and building a new life together.

Resolution and Ending

Throughout the story, Taylor encounters a diverse cast of characters, including Lou Ann
Ruiz, Mattie, and Esperanza. The plot weaves together themes of survival, community, and
hope, culminating in Taylor’s acceptance of motherhood and a newfound sense of
belonging. The narrative structure is linear but interspersed with flashbacks and character
perspectives, enriching the story’s emotional complexity.

Main Characters and Their Development

Taylor Greer

Taylor Greer is the protagonist of "the bean trees." Her journey from Kentucky to Arizona
marks a transformation from self-preservation to selflessness. Taylor’s independence, wit,
and resourcefulness drive the plot, making her a relatable and inspiring figure.

Turtle

Turtle, the abandoned child entrusted to Taylor, serves as a symbol of vulnerability and
resilience. Her gradual recovery from trauma and attachment to Taylor highlight the
novel’s focus on unconventional family structures.

Lou Ann Ruiz

Lou Ann Ruiz, a single mother struggling with insecurity, becomes Taylor’s close friend



and housemate. Their relationship showcases the importance of female solidarity and
mutual support. Lou Ann’s growth mirrors Taylor’s, as both women learn to navigate life’s
uncertainties.

Mattie and Esperanza

Mattie runs "Jesus Is Lord Used Tires," a tire shop that doubles as a sanctuary for
immigrants. Esperanza, an undocumented immigrant, brings themes of displacement and
hope. These supporting characters enrich the narrative with their unique perspectives and
demonstrate the power of community.

Taylor Greer: Protagonist, independent and empathetic

Turtle: Symbolizes survival and healing

Lou Ann Ruiz: Embodies vulnerability and friendship

Mattie: Represents activism and compassion

Esperanza: Highlights immigrant struggles

Major Themes in The Bean Trees

Family and Motherhood

One of the central themes in "the bean trees" is the concept of family, particularly non-
traditional family units. Taylor and Turtle’s bond, along with the support network formed
with Lou Ann and Mattie, illustrate that family is defined by love and responsibility, rather
than blood relations.

Identity and Independence

Taylor’s quest for autonomy underlines the theme of personal identity. The novel explores
how individuals shape their destinies despite societal expectations, emphasizing self-
discovery and empowerment.

Community and Social Justice

The story highlights the importance of community support, especially for marginalized



individuals. Mattie’s tire shop is a safe haven for undocumented immigrants, reflecting
themes of activism, compassion, and social justice.

Environmental Awareness

Kingsolver integrates environmental motifs throughout the book, using the bean tree as a
symbol of growth and renewal. The narrative encourages respect for nature and
awareness of ecological interdependence.

Family and chosen relationships1.

Search for identity and independence2.

Community activism and social responsibility3.

Environmental stewardship4.

Symbolism and Literary Devices

The Bean Tree Symbol

The wisteria, often referred to as the bean tree, is a recurring symbol in the novel. It
represents resilience, adaptability, and the interconnectedness of life. The plant’s ability
to thrive in challenging environments mirrors the characters’ journeys.

Motifs and Imagery

Kingsolver employs rich imagery and motifs, such as birds, seeds, and tires, to reinforce
the themes of growth, migration, and transformation. The use of metaphor and simile adds
depth to the narrative, making "the bean trees" both accessible and thought-provoking.

Use of Perspective

The novel alternates between Taylor’s and Lou Ann’s perspectives, providing insights into
their inner lives. This narrative device allows readers to empathize with different
experiences and understand how diverse backgrounds influence personal growth.



Cultural and Social Impact

Representation of Social Issues

"The Bean Trees" addresses pressing social issues such as immigration, poverty, and
gender roles. Kingsolver’s portrayal of undocumented immigrants and single mothers
challenges stereotypes and fosters empathy among readers.

Influence on Contemporary Literature

The novel paved the way for discussions about diversity and inclusivity in American
literature. Its emphasis on social justice and environmental concerns has influenced
subsequent works and inspired activism among readers.

Educational and Community Engagement

"The Bean Trees" is frequently studied in schools and book clubs for its accessible
language and relevant themes. It encourages dialogue about family, responsibility, and
ethical choices, making it an important resource for educators and communities.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Initial Reviews

Upon its release, "the bean trees" received positive reviews for its engaging plot and
authentic characters. Critics praised Kingsolver’s ability to blend humor with serious
social commentary, establishing her as a significant voice in literature.

Enduring Popularity

Decades after publication, the novel continues to attract readers. Its themes remain
relevant in today’s social landscape, and its approachable style ensures lasting appeal for
new generations.

Awards and Recognitions

While "the bean trees" did not win major literary awards, its success propelled



Kingsolver’s career and led to subsequent acclaimed works. The book’s influence is
evident in its frequent inclusion in academic curricula and literary discussions.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the main message of "the bean trees"?

A: The main message centers on the importance of chosen family, resilience, and
compassion. The novel encourages readers to recognize the value of community support
and self-discovery in overcoming adversity.

Q: Who wrote "the bean trees" and when was it
published?

A: "The Bean Trees" was written by Barbara Kingsolver and published in 1988. It marked
her debut as a novelist.

Q: Why is the wisteria called the bean tree in the novel?

A: In the story, the wisteria is called the bean tree due to its resemblance to bean pods. It
symbolizes growth, survival, and the interconnectedness of life, reflecting the novel’s
central themes.

Q: How does Taylor Greer change throughout "the bean
trees"?

A: Taylor Greer evolves from a self-reliant young woman to a compassionate mother and
friend. Her journey highlights the importance of accepting responsibility and forming
meaningful connections.

Q: What social issues does "the bean trees" address?

A: The novel addresses immigration, poverty, gender roles, and environmental awareness.
It advocates for social justice and empathy toward marginalized individuals.



Q: What role does community play in "the bean trees"?

A: Community is central to the narrative, providing support and safety for characters
facing adversity. The book illustrates how collective action and kindness can foster healing
and growth.

Q: Is "the bean trees" suitable for young readers?

A: "The Bean Trees" is suitable for older teens and adults due to its themes and subject
matter. It is often included in high school and college curricula for its educational value.

Q: Are there sequels or related works to "the bean
trees"?

A: Yes, Barbara Kingsolver wrote a sequel titled "Pigs in Heaven," which continues the
story of Taylor and Turtle.

Q: What makes "the bean trees" a significant American
novel?

A: Its portrayal of social issues, relatable characters, and engaging storytelling contribute
to its significance. The novel has influenced discussions about family, identity, and
activism in American literature.

Q: How does Kingsolver use symbolism in "the bean
trees"?

A: Kingsolver uses symbolism through elements like the bean tree, birds, and seeds to
reinforce themes of growth, survival, and interconnectedness. These literary devices
deepen the reader’s understanding of the characters’ journeys.

The Bean Trees
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The Bean Trees: A Deep Dive into Barbara Kingsolver's
Enduring Novel

Are you ready to explore the rich tapestry of characters, themes, and social commentary woven into
Barbara Kingsolver's acclaimed novel, The Bean Trees? This post offers a comprehensive look at this
powerful story, examining its enduring appeal and exploring its relevant themes that continue to
resonate with readers today. We’ll delve into the central characters, analyze the symbolism, and
uncover the powerful messages Kingsolver conveys about societal issues, personal growth, and the
enduring strength of the human spirit. Prepare to embark on a literary journey that will leave you
reflecting long after you turn the final page.

A Journey of Self-Discovery: Taylor Greer's Transformation

The Bean Trees follows Taylor Greer, a young woman escaping a restrictive life in Kentucky. Her
journey westward to Tucson, Arizona, is far more than a geographical relocation; it's a profound
journey of self-discovery. Taylor's initial naiveté slowly gives way to a deeper understanding of
herself and the world around her as she navigates unexpected challenges and profound personal
growth. This transformation isn't linear; it's messy, unpredictable, and ultimately, deeply rewarding.

#### Escaping the Familiar: Taylor's Flight from Kentucky

Kingsolver masterfully depicts Taylor’s yearning for something more than the limited opportunities
and stifling expectations of her hometown. Her impulsive decision to leave represents a rebellion
against societal norms and a desperate search for autonomy. This escape isn't a simple flight from
responsibility; it's a courageous leap into the unknown, fueled by a deep-seated desire for self-
definition.

#### Motherhood and Responsibility: The Unexpected Arrival of Turtle

The unexpected arrival of Turtle, a young Native American girl left in Taylor's care, dramatically
alters the course of Taylor's life. This unplanned motherhood forces Taylor to confront her own
limitations and prejudices while fostering a profound connection based on love and mutual
dependence. The relationship between Taylor and Turtle forms the emotional core of the novel,
exploring themes of adoption, motherhood, and the enduring power of family.

Exploring Key Themes in The Bean Trees

The Bean Trees isn't just a coming-of-age story; it’s a powerful exploration of several crucial themes
that continue to resonate with readers today.



#### The Burden of the Past: Facing Historical Trauma

The novel poignantly addresses the historical trauma inflicted upon Native American communities.
Turtle's backstory subtly reveals the devastating legacy of colonialism, displacement, and systemic
oppression. Kingsolver doesn't shy away from depicting the lasting effects of these injustices,
highlighting the need for understanding and reconciliation.

#### Finding Community: The Power of Human Connection

Throughout her journey, Taylor encounters various individuals who profoundly impact her life. Lou
Ann, Taylor's unlikely friend, and Mattie, the wise and compassionate owner of the used bookstore
where Taylor works, represent the importance of community and the power of human connection in
navigating life's challenges. These relationships offer Taylor support, guidance, and a sense of
belonging.

#### Environmental Awareness: The Importance of Stewardship

The title itself, The Bean Trees, subtly reflects the importance of environmental stewardship. The
imagery of beans, representing growth and sustenance, provides a powerful metaphor for the
interconnectedness of life and the responsibility to nurture the natural world. Kingsolver’s careful
depiction of the Arizona landscape underlines the beauty and fragility of the environment.

#### The Power of Choice and Self-Determination

Taylor’s journey is ultimately a testament to the power of choice and self-determination. She makes
difficult decisions that shape her destiny, highlighting the importance of agency and personal
responsibility. This emphasis on individual empowerment underscores the novel's message of hope
and resilience.

The Enduring Legacy of The Bean Trees

The Bean Trees is more than just a captivating story; it’s a timely and enduring exploration of
personal growth, societal issues, and the importance of human connection. Kingsolver's
compassionate storytelling and insightful character development have cemented the novel's place as
a modern classic, continually engaging new generations of readers. Its powerful message about
compassion, resilience, and the importance of confronting difficult truths resonates deeply, making
it a truly worthwhile read.

Conclusion

Barbara Kingsolver's The Bean Trees is a powerful and moving novel that deserves its place in the
literary canon. Its exploration of complex themes, compelling characters, and beautiful prose will
stay with readers long after they finish the final page. The book’s enduring relevance lies in its
ability to evoke empathy, encourage self-reflection, and inspire readers to engage with the world



around them.

FAQs

1. What is the main conflict in The Bean Trees? The main conflict is Taylor's personal journey of self-
discovery intertwined with the challenges of unexpected motherhood and her growing awareness of
social injustices.

2. What is the symbolism of the bean trees? The bean trees represent growth, resilience, and the
interconnectedness of life, mirroring Taylor’s own personal growth and the cyclical nature of life and
death.

3. Is The Bean Trees suitable for young adults? While suitable for older teens, certain themes might
require mature discussion. Parental guidance is advisable for younger readers.

4. What are the key themes explored in the novel? The key themes include self-discovery,
unexpected motherhood, social injustice, environmental awareness, and the importance of human
connection.

5. What makes The Bean Trees a classic? Its compelling characters, insightful exploration of complex
themes, and lasting impact on readers make The Bean Trees a modern classic. Its relevance to
contemporary issues ensures its continued appeal.

  the bean trees: The Bean Trees Barbara Kingsolver, 2009-05-19 Clear-eyed and spirited,
Taylor Greer grew up poor in rural Kentucky with the goals of avoiding pregnancy and getting away.
But when she heads west with high hopes and a barely functional car, she meets the human
condition head-on. By the time Taylor arrives in Tucson, Arizona, she has acquired a completely
unexpected child, a three-year-old American Indian girl named Turtle, and must somehow come to
terms with both motherhood and the necessity for putting down roots. Hers is a story about love and
friendship, abandonment and belonging, and the discovery of surprising resources in apparently
empty places.
  the bean trees: The Bean Trees Barbara Kingsolver, 2008-10-04 Young, bright Taylor Greer
leaves her poverty-stricken life in Kentucky and heads west, picking up an abandoned Native
American baby girl whom she names Turtle and finds a new home in Tucson with Mattie, an old
woman who takes in Central American refugees
  the bean trees: Pigs in Heaven Barbara Kingsolver, 2009-03-17 Picking up where her modern
classic The Bean Trees left off, Barbara Kingsolver’s bestselling Pigs in Heaven continues the tale of
Turtle and Taylor Greer, a Native American girl and her adoptive mother who have settled in
Tucson, Arizona, as they both try to overcome their difficult pasts. Taking place three years after
The Bean Trees, Taylor is now dating a musician named Jax and has officially adopted Turtle. But
when a lawyer for the Cherokee Nation begins to investigate the adoption—their new life together
begins to crumble. Depicting the clash between fierce family love and tribal law, poverty and means,
abandonment and belonging, Pigs in Heaven is a morally wrenching, gently humorous work of fiction
that speaks equally to the head and the heart. This edition includes a P.S. section with additional
insights from Barbara Kingsolver, background material, suggestions for further reading, and more.
  the bean trees: Songwoman Ilka Tampke, 2018-10-01 One woman’s quest to defend her



culture. Haunted by the Roman attack that destroyed her home, Ailia flees to the remote Welsh
mountains in search of the charismatic war king, Caradog, who is leading a guerrilla campaign
against the encroaching army. Ailia proves herself an indispensable advisor to the war king, but as
the bond between them deepens, she realises the terrible role she must play to save the soul of her
country. Set in Iron-Age Britain, Songwoman is a powerful exploration of the ties between people
and their land and what happens when they are broken. Ilka Tampke teaches fiction at RMIT
University. Her first novel, Skin, was published in eight countries and was nominated for the Voss
Literary Prize and the Aurealis Awards in 2016. Ilka lives on five acres in the Macedon Ranges of
Victoria. ‘Vivid world-building, a seamless blend of research and imagination, and the heightened
lexicon of fantasy lend a beguiling lustre to this Iron Age saga.’ Age ‘Songwoman is a sparkling piece
of writing, shot through with complex moral struggles and questions about what it means to belong
to a place. Ilka Tampke transported me into the mind of Ailia, into her intense relationship with war
king Caradog and her even more intense relationship with the land. Fine-tuned historical research
blends seamlessly into this gripping story of a young woman fighting to stop the destruction of her
home.’ Jane Rawson, author of From the Wreck ‘Those who root for Game of Thrones’ Daenerys
Targaryen will find much to love in Ailia’s personal quest, with Tampke more successfully navigating
the realms of almost fantasy than Ishiguro, marking her out as an exciting talent to watch.’ New
Daily on Skin ‘[Tampke’s] vision is clear and brought to life vividly through the strength of her
singular heroine. We have no heard the last from this resonant new Australian voice.’ Readings on
Skin ‘Fantasy lovers will enjoy the mysticism and world building, and historical fiction readers will
appreciate the Roman invasion story line.’ Booklist on Skin ‘Tampke has created a visceral tale of
ritual, magic and violence.’ Sunday Times on Skin
  the bean trees: The Bean Trees Barbara Kingsolver, 1994 Presents a complex folktale of need
and longing, of unconventional friendship and love, and of inner strength.
  the bean trees: The Bean Trees Barbara Kingsolver, 2001
  the bean trees: Animal Dreams Barbara Kingsolver, 2009-10-13 “An emotional masterpiece . .
. A novel in which humor, passion, and superb prose conspire to seize a reader by the heart and by
the soul.” —New York Daily News From Barbara Kingsolver, the acclaimed author of Flight
Behavior, The Lacuna, The Bean Trees, and other modern classics, Animal Dreams is a passionate
and complex novel about love, forgiveness, and one woman’s struggle to find her place in the world
Animals dream about the things they do in the daytime just like people do. If you want sweet
dreams, you've got to live a sweet life. So says Loyd Peregrina, a handsome Apache trainman and
latter-day philosopher. But when Codi Noline returns to her hometown, Loyd's advice is painfully out
of her reach. Dreamless and at the end of her rope, Codi comes back to Grace, Arizona, to confront
her past and face her ailing, distant father. What she finds is a town threatened by a silent
environmental catastrophe, some startling clues to her own identity, and a man whose view of the
world could change the course of her life. Blending flashbacks, dreams, and Native American
legends, Animal Dreams is a suspenseful love story and a moving exploration of life's largest
commitments. This edition includes a P.S. section with additional insights from Barbara Kingsolver,
background material, suggestions for further reading, and more.
  the bean trees: The Bean Trees Barbara Kingsolver, 1989 Taylor Green becomes the guardian
of an abandoned baby girl she calls Turtle. In Tucson they meet the proprietor of an auto-repair shop
with a safe-house for Central American refugees upstairs and there she builds a life for herself and
her child.
  the bean trees: The Kindred Spirits Supper Club Amy E. Reichert, 2021-04-20 Jobless and
forced home to Wisconsin, journalist Sabrina Monroe can tolerate reunions with frenemies and
kisses from old boyfriends, but not the literal ghosts that greet her in this heartwarming tale of the
power of love and connection from acclaimed author Amy E. Reichert. For Sabrina Monroe, moving
back home to the Wisconsin Dells--the self-described Waterpark Capital of the World--means
returning to the Monroe family curse: the women in her family can see spirits who come to them for
help with unfinished business. But Sabrina's always redirected the needy spirits to her mom, who's



much better suited for the job. The one exception has always been Molly, a bubbly rom-com loving
ghost, who stuck by Sabrina's side all through her lonely childhood. Her personal life starts looking
up when Ray, the new local restaurateur, invites Sabrina to his supper club, where he flirts with her
over his famous Brandy Old-Fashioneds. He's charming and handsome, but Sabrina tells herself she
doesn't have time for romance--she needs to focus on finding a job. Except the longer she's in the
Dells, the harder it is to resist her feelings for Ray. Who can turn down a cute guy with a fondness
for rescue dogs and an obsession with perfecting his fried cheese curds recipe? When the Dells
starts to feel like home for the first time and with Ray in her corner, Sabrina begins to realize that
she can make a difference and help others wherever she is.
  the bean trees: The Lacuna Barbara Kingsolver, 2009-11-05 **NOW INCLUDING THE FIRST
CHAPTER OF DEMON COPPERHEAD** TWICE WINNER OF THE WOMEN'S PRIZE FOR FICTION
FROM THE WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE FOR FICTION THE MULTI-MILLION COPY
BESTSELLING AUTHOR 'Lush.' Sunday Times 'Superb.' Daily Mail 'Elegantly written.' Sunday
Telegraph From award-winning and internationally bestselling author of Demon Copperhead and
Flight Behaviour, The Lacuna is the heartbreaking story of a man torn between the warm heart of
Mexico and the cold embrace of 1950s America in the shadow of Senator McCarthy. Born in America
and raised in Mexico, Harrison Shepherd is a liability to his social-climbing flapper mother, Salome.
When he starts work in the household of Mexican artists Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo - where the
Bolshevik leader, Lev Trotsky, is also being harboured as a political exile - he inadvertently casts his
lot with art, communism and revolution. A compulsive diarist, he records and relates his colourful
experiences of life with Diego Rivera, Frida Kahlo and Trotsky in the midst of the Mexican
revolution. A violent upheaval sends him back to America; but political winds continue to throw him
between north and south, in a plot that turns many times on the unspeakable breach - the lacuna -
between truth and public presumption.
  the bean trees: Best of the Best American Poetry David Lehman, 2013-04-09 Robert Pinsky,
distinguished poet and man of letters, selects the top 100 poems from twenty-five years of The Best
American Poetry This special edition celebrates twenty-five years of the Best American Poetry series,
which has become an institution. From its inception in 1988, it has been hotly debated, keenly
monitored, ardently advocated (or denounced), and obsessively scrutinized. Each volume consists of
seventy-five poems chosen by a major American poet acting as guest editor—from John Ashbery in
1988 to Mark Doty in 2012, with stops along the way for such poets as Charles Simic, A. R. Ammons,
Louise Glück, Adrienne Rich, Billy Collins, Heather McHugh, and Kevin Young. Out of the 1,875
poems that have appeared in The Best American Poetry, here are 100 that Robert Pinsky, the
distinguished poet and man of letters, has chosen for this milestone edition.
  the bean trees: From Cocoa Bean to Chocolate Robin Nelson, 2013 How does a cocoa bean
turn into tasty chocolate? Follow each step in the food production cycle-- from planting cocoa trees
to eating a sweet treat-- in this fascinating book!--P. [4] of cover.
  the bean trees: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 2018-11 Of Mice and Men es una novela
escrita por el autor John Steinbeck. Publicado en 1937, cuenta la historia de George Milton y Lennie
Small, dos trabajadores desplazados del rancho migratorio, que se mudan de un lugar a otro en
California en busca de nuevas oportunidades de trabajo durante la Gran Depresión en los Estados
Unidos.
  the bean trees: The Bean Trees, with Related Readings Barbara Kingsolver, 2004-07-01 Taylor
Greer leaves her poverty-stricken life in Kentucky and heads west, picking up an abandoned Native
American baby girl whom she names Turtle and finds a new home in Tucson, in a text with additional
writings of the author.
  the bean trees: The Poisonwood Bible Barbara Kingsolver, 2009-10-13 New York Times
Bestseller • Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize • An Oprah's Book Club Selection “Powerful . . .
[Kingsolver] has with infinitely steady hands worked the prickly threads of religion, politics, race, sin
and redemption into a thing of terrible beauty.” —Los Angeles Times Book Review The Poisonwood
Bible, now celebrating its 25th anniversary, established Barbara Kingsolver as one of the most



thoughtful and daring of modern writers. Taking its place alongside the classic works of postcolonial
literature, it is a suspenseful epic of one family's tragic undoing and remarkable reconstruction over
the course of three decades in Africa. The story is told by the wife and four daughters of Nathan
Price, a fierce, evangelical Baptist who takes his family and mission to the Belgian Congo in 1959.
They carry with them everything they believe they will need from home, but soon find that all of
it—from garden seeds to Scripture—is calamitously transformed on African soil. The novel is set
against one of the most dramatic political chronicles of the twentieth century: the Congo's fight for
independence from Belgium, the murder of its first elected prime minister, the CIA coup to install
his replacement, and the insidious progress of a world economic order that robs the fledgling
African nation of its autonomy. Against this backdrop, Orleanna Price reconstructs the story of her
evangelist husband's part in the Western assault on Africa, a tale indelibly darkened by her own
losses and unanswerable questions about her own culpability. Also narrating the story, by turns, are
her four daughters—the teenaged Rachel; adolescent twins Leah and Adah; and Ruth May, a
prescient five-year-old. These sharply observant girls, who arrive in the Congo with racial
preconceptions forged in 1950s Georgia, will be marked in surprisingly different ways by their
father's intractable mission, and by Africa itself. Ultimately each must strike her own separate path
to salvation. Their passionately intertwined stories become a compelling exploration of moral risk
and personal responsibility.
  the bean trees: The Beans of Egypt, Maine Carolyn Chute, 2008-09 Chronicles the lusty lives of
the sprawling Bean family--brawling psychopath Uncle Rubie, perpetually pregnant Aunt Roberta,
and the gentle but violent in defeat Beal--as they raucously and desperately struggle through their
impoverished lives. Reprint.
  the bean trees: An Ottoman Traveller Evliya Çelebi, 2011 Evliya Celebi was the Orhan Pamuk
of the 17th century, the Pepys of the Ottoman world - a diligent, adventurous and honest recorder
with a puckish wit and humour. He is in the pantheon of the great travel-writers of the world, though
virtually unknown to western readers. This translation brings his sparkling work to life.
  the bean trees: The Chateau on the Lake Charlotte Betts, 2014-11-06 A compelling tale of
romance and betrayal set during the danger of the French Revolution, perfect for readers of Dinah
Jefferies, Lucinda Riley and Jenny Ashcroft. 'Romantic, engaging and hugely satisfying' Katie Fforde
on The Apothecary's Daughter 1792. As a teacher at her parents' Academy for Young Ladies in the
heart of London, Madeleine Moreau has lived her life sheltered from the outside world. But on the
night of a dazzling Masquerade, tragedy strikes and she is left alone in the world. Desperate to find
the family she never knew, Madeleine impulsively travels to France in search of them. But with war
around the corner, and fearing for Madeleine's safety, the enigmatic Comte Etienne d'Aubery offers
her protection at his home, Chateau Mirabelle. Chateau Mirabelle enchants Madeleine with its
startling beauty, but it is a place of dark and haunting secrets. As the Revolution gathers momentum
and the passions of the populace are enflamed, Madeleine must take control of her own destiny and
unravel events of the past in order to secure a chance of future happiness. Praise for Charlotte Betts
'Betts' description is second to none . . . you inhale all the sights, sounds and smells of the setting
and engage with every one of the characters. I stayed awake until 3am to finish it. A superb book'
The Sun 'Full of passion and drama . . . I was captivated by this moving, heart-warming and
beautifully woven story - gripping, atmospheric, eloquently told and full of rich detail' Kate Furnivall,
bestselling author of The Russian Concubine 'You will never be disappointed with a Charlotte Betts
book!' Amazon reviewer 'Well-written and thought-provoking' Goodreads reviewer 'A fantastic story
loaded with history' Amazon reviewer
  the bean trees: The 20th Century in Poetry Michael Hulse, Simon Rae, 2012-02-29 This
ground-breaking anthology presents in chronological order over 400 poems written in the twentieth
century. The authors, both published poets themselves, give an overview of each period of history,
while notes to the poems place each one in its historical context and trace the century's poetic
development. Concise biographies for each poet complete the anthology. By organizing the poems in
chronological order, readers will see poets in a new light. Here A.E. Houseman, for example, rubs



shoulders with T.S. Eliot, showing that traditional forms can hold their own against the modernist
orthodoxy. Here are poets rescued from oblivion, such as the suffragette who wrote a compelling
poem about her mistreatment in Holloway Prison in 1912 or the medical offer who went into Belsen
with the British troops producing an eye-witness poem of lasting power. All the major events of the
twentieth century are reflected in the choice of poems within these pages. This richly rewarding
collection makes invaluable reading for poetry lovers all over the world.
  the bean trees: Unsheltered Barbara Kingsolver, 2018-10-16 New York Times Bestseller •
Named one of the Best Books of the Year by NPR, O: The Oprah Magazine, San Francisco Chronicle,
Christian Science Monitor and Newsweek “Kingsolver brilliantly captures both the price of profound
change and how it can pave the way not only for future generations, but also for a radiant,
unexpected expansion of the heart.” — O: The Oprah Magazine The acclaimed author of The
Poisonwood Bible and The Bean Trees, and recipient of numerous literary awards—including the
National Humanities Medal, the Dayton Literary Peace Prize, and the Orange Prize—returns with a
story about two families, in two centuries, navigating what seems to be the end of the world as they
know it. With history as their tantalizing canvas, these characters paint a startlingly relevant portrait
of life in precarious times when the foundations of the past have failed to prepare us for the future.
How could two hardworking people do everything right in life, a woman asks, and end up destitute?
Willa Knox and her husband followed all the rules as responsible parents and professionals, and have
nothing to show for it but debts and an inherited brick house that is falling apart. The magazine
where Willa worked has folded; the college where her husband had tenure has closed. Their dubious
shelter is also the only option for a disabled father-in-law and an exasperating, free-spirited
daughter. When the family’s one success story, an Ivy-educated son, is uprooted by tragedy he
seems likely to join them, with dark complications of his own. In another time, a troubled husband
and public servant asks, How can a man tell the truth, and be reviled for it? A science teacher with a
passion for honest investigation, Thatcher Greenwood finds himself under siege: his employer
forbids him to speak of the exciting work just published by Charles Darwin. His young bride and
social-climbing mother-in-law bristle at the risk of scandal, and dismiss his worries that their elegant
house is unsound. In a village ostensibly founded as a benevolent Utopia, Thatcher wants only to
honor his duties, but his friendships with a woman scientist and a renegade newspaper editor
threaten to draw him into a vendetta with the town’s powerful men. A timely and utterly captivating
novel (San Francisco Chronicle), Unsheltered interweaves past and present to explore the human
capacity for resiliency and compassion in times of great upheaval.
  the bean trees: The Jelly Bean Tree Toni Yuly, 2017-06-20 Jelly Bean the giraffe loves her forest
and her friends—even if she's too tall to play on the forest floor. She also loves napping with her
head in the trees. But when Mama Bird decides Jelly Bean is the perfect place for her nest, the
giraffe suddenly has a big responsibility as she waits for the baby birds to hatch. Can Jelly Bean be
patient and still enough, day and night? Yes, with a little help from her friends. Working with collage
and torn tissue paper, Toni Yuly brings charm and humor to her bold, colorful artwork in this gentle
story about friendship, The Jelly Bean Tree.
  the bean trees: Slaughterhouse-Five Kurt Vonnegut, 1999-01-12 Kurt Vonnegut’s
masterpiece, Slaughterhouse-Five is “a desperate, painfully honest attempt to confront the
monstrous crimes of the twentieth century” (Time). Selected by the Modern Library as one of the
100 best novels of all time Slaughterhouse-Five, an American classic, is one of the world’s great
antiwar books. Centering on the infamous World War II firebombing of Dresden, the novel is the
result of what Kurt Vonnegut described as a twenty-three-year struggle to write a book about what
he had witnessed as an American prisoner of war. It combines historical fiction, science fiction,
autobiography, and satire in an account of the life of Billy Pilgrim, a barber’s son turned draftee
turned optometrist turned alien abductee. As Vonnegut had, Billy experiences the destruction of
Dresden as a POW. Unlike Vonnegut, he experiences time travel, or coming “unstuck in time.” An
instant bestseller, Slaughterhouse-Five made Kurt Vonnegut a cult hero in American literature, a
reputation that only strengthened over time, despite his being banned and censored by some



libraries and schools for content and language. But it was precisely those elements of Vonnegut’s
writing—the political edginess, the genre-bending inventiveness, the frank violence, the
transgressive wit—that have inspired generations of readers not just to look differently at the world
around them but to find the confidence to say something about it. Authors as wide-ranging as
Norman Mailer, John Irving, Michael Crichton, Tim O’Brien, Margaret Atwood, Elizabeth Strout,
David Sedaris, Jennifer Egan, and J. K. Rowling have all found inspiration in Vonnegut’s words.
Jonathan Safran Foer has described Vonnegut as “the kind of writer who made people—young
people especially—want to write.” George Saunders has declared Vonnegut to be “the great, urgent,
passionate American writer of our century, who offers us . . . a model of the kind of compassionate
thinking that might yet save us from ourselves.” More than fifty years after its initial publication at
the height of the Vietnam War, Vonnegut’s portrayal of political disillusionment, PTSD, and postwar
anxiety feels as relevant, darkly humorous, and profoundly affecting as ever, an enduring beacon
through our own era’s uncertainties.
  the bean trees: My Magnificent Jelly Bean Tree Maura Finn, 2022-10-04 A magical colorful
journey to the world of jelly beans
  the bean trees: The Bean Trees Pathways Publishing, 2001-01-01
  the bean trees: Magnolia Table Joanna Gaines, Marah Stets, 2018-04-24 #1 New York Times
Bestseller Magnolia Table is infused with Joanna Gaines' warmth and passion for all things family,
prepared and served straight from the heart of her home, with recipes inspired by dozens of Gaines
family favorites and classic comfort selections from the couple's new Waco restaurant, Magnolia
Table. Jo believes there's no better way to celebrate family and friendship than through the art of
togetherness, celebrating tradition, and sharing a great meal. Magnolia Table includes 125 classic
recipes—from breakfast, lunch, and dinner to small plates, snacks, and desserts—presenting a
modern selection of American classics and personal family favorites. Complemented by her love for
her garden, these dishes also incorporate homegrown, seasonal produce at the peak of its flavor.
Inside Magnolia Table, you'll find recipes the whole family will enjoy, such as: Chicken Pot Pie
Chocolate Chip Cookies Asparagus and Fontina Quiche Brussels Sprouts with Crispy Bacon, Toasted
Pecans, and Balsamic Reduction Peach Caprese Overnight French Toast White Cheddar Bisque
Fried Chicken with Sticky Poppy Seed Jam Lemon Pie Mac and Cheese Full of personal stories and
beautiful photos, Magnolia Table is an invitation to share a seat at the table with Joanna Gaines and
her family.
  the bean trees: The Trees of the Dancing Goats Patricia Polacco, 2013-11-26 Trisha loves the
eight days of Hanukkah, when her mother stays home from work, her Babushka makes delicious
potato latkes, and her Grampa carves wonderful animals out of wood as gifts for Trisha and her
brother. In the middle of her family's preparation for the festival of lights, Trisha visits her closest
neighbors, expecting to find them decorating their house for Christmas. Instead they are all
bedridden with scarlet fever. Trisha's family is one of the few who has been spared from the
epidemic. It is difficult for them to enjoy their Hanukkah feast when they know that their neighbors
won't be able to celebrate their holiday. Then Grampa has an inspiration: they will cut down trees,
decorate them, and secretly deliver them to the neighbors, But what can we decorate them with?
Babushka asks. Although it is a sacrifice, Trisha realizes that Grampa's carved animals are the
perfect answer. Soon her living room is filled with trees -- but that is only the first miracle of many
during an incredible holiday season. Based on a long cherished childhood memory, this story
celebrates the miracle of true friendship.
  the bean trees: The Bean Trees Barbara Kingsolver, 2011 Taylor Greer is a tough young
woman fleeing the rual poverty of her Kentucky hometown. As the result of a bizarre encounter on
her drive west, she unexpectedly finds herself the guardian of a three year-old Cherokee girl.
  the bean trees: The Bean Trees Barbara Kingsolver, 2010-01-01
  the bean trees: Tap the Magic Tree Board Book Christie Matheson, 2016-06-07 The acclaimed
interactive picture book about the changing seasons. “Like Hervé Tullet’s Press Here, Matheson’s
Tap the Magic Tree proves you don’t need apps for interactivity,” praised the New York Times. This



board book edition is perfect for little hands. Every book needs you to turn the pages. But not every
book needs you to tap it, shake it, jiggle it, or even blow it a kiss. Innovative and timeless, Tap the
Magic Tree asks you to help one lonely tree change with the seasons. Now that’s interactive—and
magical! It begins with a bare brown tree. But tap that tree, turn the page, and one bright green leaf
has sprouted! Tap again—one, two, three, four—and four more leaves have grown on the next page.
Pat, clap, wiggle, jiggle, and see blossoms bloom, apples grow, and the leaves swirl away with the
autumn breeze. The collage-and-watercolor art evokes the bright simplicity of Lois Ehlert and Eric
Carle and the interactive concept will delight fans of Pat the Bunny. Combining a playful spirit and a
sense of wonder about nature, Christie Matheson has created a new modern classic that is a winner
in every season—and every story time! And don't miss the follow-up, Touch the Brightest Star!
  the bean trees: East of Eden John Steinbeck, 2002-02-05 A masterpiece of Biblical scope, and
the magnum opus of one of America’s most enduring authors, in a commemorative hardcover edition
In his journal, Nobel Prize winner John Steinbeck called East of Eden the first book, and indeed it
has the primordial power and simplicity of myth. Set in the rich farmland of California's Salinas
Valley, this sprawling and often brutal novel follows the intertwined destinies of two families—the
Trasks and the Hamiltons—whose generations helplessly reenact the fall of Adam and Eve and the
poisonous rivalry of Cain and Abel. The masterpiece of Steinbeck’s later years, East of Eden is a
work in which Steinbeck created his most mesmerizing characters and explored his most enduring
themes: the mystery of identity, the inexplicability of love, and the murderous consequences of love's
absence. Adapted for the 1955 film directed by Elia Kazan introducing James Dean, and read by
thousands as the book that brought Oprah’s Book Club back, East of Eden has remained vitally
present in American culture for over half a century.
  the bean trees: Jujitsu for Christ Jack Butler, 2013-01-22 Jack Butler's Jujitsu for
Christ—originally published in 1986—follows the adventures of Roger Wing, a white, born-again
Christian and karate instructor who opens a martial arts studio in downtown Jackson, Mississippi,
during the tensest years of the civil rights era. Ambivalent about his religion and his region, he
befriends the Gandys, an African American family—parents A. L. and Snower Mae, teenaged son T.
J., daughter Eleanor Roosevelt, and youngest son Marcus—who has moved to Jackson from the Delta
in hopes of greater opportunity for their children. As the political heat rises, Roger and the Gandys
find their lives intersecting in unexpected ways. Their often-hilarious interactions are told against
the backdrop of Mississippi's racial trauma—Governor Ross Barnett's “I Love Mississippi” speech at
the 1962 Ole Miss–Kentucky football game in Jackson; the riots at the University of Mississippi over
James Meredith's admission; the fieldwork of Medgar Evers, the NAACP, and various activist
organizations; and the lingering aura of Emmett Till's lynching. Drawing not only on William
Faulkner's gothic-modernist Yoknapatawpha County but also on Edgar Rice Burroughs's
high-adventure Martian pulps, Jujitsu for Christ powerfully illuminates vexed questions of racial
identity and American history, revealing complexities and subtleties too often overlooked. It is a
remarkable novel about the civil rights era, and how our memories of that era continue to shape our
political landscape and to resonate in contemporary conversations about southern identity. But,
mostly, it's very funny, in a mode that's experimental, playful, sexy, and disturbing all at once. Butler
offers a new foreword to the novel. Brannon Costello, a scholar of contemporary southern literature
and fan of Butler's work, writes an afterword that situates the novel in its historical context and in
the southern literary canon.
  the bean trees: Sally's Baking Addiction Sally McKenney, 2016-10-11 Updated with a
brand-new selection of desserts and treats, the fully illustrated Sally's Baking Addiction cookbook
offers more than 80 scrumptious recipes for indulging your sweet tooth—featuring a chapter of
healthier dessert options, including some vegan and gluten-free recipes. It's no secret that Sally
McKenney loves to bake. Her popular blog, Sally's Baking Addiction, has become a trusted source
for fellow dessert lovers who are also eager to bake from scratch. Sally's famous recipes include
award-winning Salted Caramel Dark Chocolate Cookies, No-Bake Peanut Butter Banana Pie,
delectable Dark Chocolate Butterscotch Cupcakes, and yummy Marshmallow Swirl S'mores Fudge.



Find tried-and-true sweet recipes for all kinds of delicious: Breads & Muffins Breakfasts Brownies &
Bars Cakes, Pies & Crisps Candy & Sweet Snacks Cookies Cupcakes Healthier Choices With tons of
simple, easy-to-follow recipes, you get all of the sweet with none of the fuss! Hungry for more? Learn
to create even more irresistible sweets with Sally’s Candy Addiction and Sally’s Cookie Addiction.
  the bean trees: Are Trees Alive? Debbie S. Miller, 2024-06-11 Are trees alive? How do they
breathe? They don't have noses. And so begins a conversation between the author and her daughter
that leads to a remarkable discovery: Trees are like children in so many ways! They may look very
different from people, but trees have roots that hold them to the ground like feet and leaves that
blow in the wind like hair. Their bark even comes in different colors, just like our skin. From this
poetic comparison of plants and humans, readers will learn how trees live and grow, and how they
get their food. They will learn about the baobab trees of Africa, the banyan trees of India, and the
bristlecone pines of California. They will see, through Stacey Schuett's exquisite art, that trees come
in all shapes and sizes-just like people-and provide a home to many different animals. But most of all,
they will look at trees with greater respect and a bit of awe, after realizing that trees are alive too.
  the bean trees: The Jewel Garden Monty Don, Sarah Don, Monty Don & Sarah Don,
2012-03-01 'TRULY INSPIRING' Mail on Sunday Now familiar to millions of Gardeners' World fans
as Longmeadow (the home of Nigel & Nellie), this is the story of Monty & Sarah Don's early days
there. The Jewel Garden is the story of the garden that bloomed from the muddy fields around the
Dons' Tudor farmhouse, a perfect metaphor for the Monty and Sarah's own rise from the ashes of a
spectacular commercial failure in the late '80s . At the same time The Jewel Garden is the story of a
creative partnership that has weathered the greatest storm, and a testament to the healing powers
of the soil. Monty Don has always been candid about the garden's role in helping him to pull back
from the abyss of depression; The Jewel Garden elaborates on this much further. Written in an
optimistic, autobiographical vein, Monty and Sarah's story is truly an exploration of what it means to
be a gardener.
  the bean trees: Animal, Vegetable, Miracle Barbara Kingsolver, Camille Kingsolver, Steven
L. Hopp, 2007-05-01 Bestselling author Barbara Kingsolver returns with her first nonfiction
narrative that will open your eyes in a hundred new ways to an old truth: You are what you eat. As
the U.S. population made an unprecedented mad dash for the Sun Belt, one carload of us paddled
against the tide, heading for the Promised Land where water falls from the sky and green stuff
grows all around. We were about to begin the adventure of realigning our lives with our food chain.
Naturally, our first stop was to buy junk food and fossil fuel. . . . Hang on for the ride: With
characteristic poetry and pluck, Barbara Kingsolver and her family sweep readers along on their
journey away from the industrial-food pipeline to a rural life in which they vow to buy only food
raised in their own neighborhood, grow it themselves, or learn to live without it. Their
good-humored search yields surprising discoveries about turkey sex life and overly zealous zucchini
plants, en route to a food culture that's better for the neighborhood and also better on the table. Part
memoir, part journalistic investigation, Animal, Vegetable, Miracle makes a passionate case for
putting the kitchen back at the center of family life and diversified farms at the center of the
American diet. This is the story of a year in which we made every attempt to feed ourselves animals
and vegetables whose provenance we really knew . . . and of how our family was changed by our first
year of deliberately eating food produced from the same place where we worked, went to school,
loved our neighbors, drank the water, and breathed the air.
  the bean trees: New Boy Tracy Chevalier, 2018 She noticed him before anyone else. Arriving at
his fourth school in six years, diplomat's son Osei Kokote knows he needs an ally if he is to survive
his first day - so he's lucky to hit it off with Dee, the most popular girl in school. But one student
can't stand to witness this budding relationship: Ian decides to destroy the friendship between the
black boy and the golden girl. By the end of the day, the school and its key players - teachers and
pupils alike - will never be the same again.
  the bean trees: Small Wonder Barbara Kingsolver, 2009-10-13 In twenty-two wonderfully
articulate essays, Barbara Kingsolver raises her voice in praise of nature, family, literature, and the



joys of everyday life while examining the genesis of war, violence, and poverty in our world From the
author of High Tide in Tucson, comes Small Wonder, a new collection of essays that begins with a
parable gleaned from recent news: villagers search for a missing infant boy and find him, unharmed,
in the cave of a dangerous bear that has mothered him like one of her own. Clearly, our
understanding of evil needs to be revised. What we fear most can save us. From this tale, Barbara
Kingsolver goes on to consider the chasm between the privileged and the poor, which she sees as
the root cause of violence and war in our time. She writes about her attachment to the land, to
nature and wilderness, trees and mountains-the place from which she tells her stories. Whether
worrying about the dangers of genetically engineered food crops, or creating opportunities for
children to feel useful and competent - like growing food for the family’s table - Kingsolver looks for
small wonders, where they grow, and celebrates them.
  the bean trees: Bean Trees Barbara Kingsolver, 2009 Leaving poverty in Kentucky, young
Taylor heads west. Along the way she picks up an abandoned Native American child, Turtle. The
little girl has been abused and is silent and withdrawn. They settle in Tucson and with the help of
new friends Taylor is able to build a good life for herself and the child.
  the bean trees: Prodigal Summer Barbara Kingsolver, 2008-09-04 WINNER OF THE
PULITZER PRIZE FOR FICTION TWICE WINNER OF THE WOMEN'S PRIZE FOR FICTION THE
MULTI-MILLION COPY BESTSELLING AUTHOR 'A rich and compulsive read' Guardian From the
award-winning and internationally bestselling author of Demon Copperhead, The Lacuna and The
Poisonwood Bible. It is summer in the Appalachian mountains and love, desire and attraction are in
the air. Nature, too, it seems, is not immune. From her outpost in an isolated mountain cabin,
Deanna Wolfe, a reclusive wildlife biologist, watches a den of coyotes that have recently migrated
into the region. She is caught off guard by a young hunter who invades her most private spaces and
interrupts her self-assured, solitary life. On a farm several miles down the mountain, Lusa Maluf
Landowski, a bookish city girl turned farmer's wife, finds herself marooned in a strange place where
she must declare or lose her attachment to the land that has become her own. And a few more miles
down the road, a pair of elderly feuding neighbours tend their respective farms and wrangle about
God, pesticides, and the possibilities of a future neither of them expected. Over the course of one
humid summer, these characters find their connections of love to one another and to the
surrounding nature with which they share a place. With its strong balance of narrative and drama,
Prodigal Summer is stands alongside Demon Copperhead, The Poisonwood Bible and The Lacuna as
one of Barbara Kingsolver's finest works.
  the bean trees: Scent of Apples Bienvenido N. Santos, 2015 This collection of sixteen stories
bring the work of a distinguished Filipino writer to an American audience. Scent of Apples contains
work from the 1940s to the 1970s. Although many of Santos's writings have been published in the
Philippines, Scent of Apples is his only book published in the United States. -- from back cover.
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