the road spark notes

the road spark notes is the key to unlocking a deeper understanding of Cormac
McCarthy’s haunting novel, "The Road." In this comprehensive guide, you'll find a detailed
summary of the plot, an analysis of the main themes, insights into character development,
and a look at the novel’s unique style and symbolism. Whether you’re a student preparing
for an exam or a reader seeking to explore the story further, this article provides
everything you need to grasp the essence of "The Road." Discover how this post-
apocalyptic narrative uses sparse language and vivid imagery to create a powerful
emotional experience. From survival and morality to the bond between father and son,
every important aspect is covered. Continue reading to find thematic breakdowns,
character insights, and expert tips for analyzing the novel, all optimized for those
searching for "the road spark notes."
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Plot Summary of The Road

Overview of the Post-Apocalyptic Setting

The novel "The Road" unfolds in a bleak, post-apocalyptic world, ravaged by an
unspecified cataclysm. The landscape is covered in ash, devoid of life except for scattered
survivors. The air is gray, trees are dead, and food supplies are scarce. This atmosphere
sets the tone for the narrative, emphasizing themes of survival and desolation.

The Journey of Father and Son

At the heart of "The Road" is the journey of a father and his young son as they travel
across the ruined country, heading south in search of warmth and safety. Their journey is
fraught with danger, from hostile survivors to the ever-present threat of starvation. The



father is resourceful and protective, while the son embodies innocence and hope.
Together, they navigate a world where trust is rare and every day is a struggle.

Key Events Along The Road

Scavenging for food and supplies in abandoned homes and stores

Encounters with dangerous survivors, including cannibals

Moments of compassion, such as sharing food with strangers

Flashbacks to a time before the disaster, revealing the loss of the mother

The final stages of the journey, culminating in the father’s death and the boy’s
uncertain future

Main Characters and Their Roles

The Father

The father is a central figure in "The Road." He is determined to protect his son at all
costs, teaching him survival skills and instilling moral values. His love for his son drives
every decision, even as his health deteriorates. The father’s resourcefulness and caution
are crucial to their survival, and his unwavering commitment serves as a testament to
parental love in extreme circumstances.

The Son

The boy represents innocence and hope in a world stripped of kindness. Throughout "The
Road," he questions the morality of their actions and encourages compassion, even when
survival is at stake. His insistence on "carrying the fire" symbolizes the persistence of
goodness. After his father’s death, the boy’s future remains uncertain, but his ethical
outlook suggests the possibility of renewal.

Supporting Characters

While the story centers on the father and son, several secondary characters play pivotal
roles:

e The Mother: Seen in flashbacks, she represents despair and the emotional toll of the



catastrophe.

e The Old Man (Ely): An encounter that challenges the father and son’s beliefs about
trust and humanity.

e Other survivors: Including cannibals and a family at the end, these characters
highlight the range of human responses to disaster.

Major Themes in The Road

Survival and Morality

Survival is a constant struggle in "The Road." The characters must make difficult choices
to stay alive, often pushing the boundaries of morality. The father’s decisions are shaped
by necessity, while the son continually asks what is right. This tension between survival
and ethics is a recurring theme, prompting readers to reflect on their own values in times
of crisis.

Love and Sacrifice

The bond between father and son is the emotional core of the novel. Their love manifests
in acts of sacrifice, protection, and teaching. The father’s willingness to endure hardship
and risk his life for his son reflects the depth of parental love. The son’s compassion and
adherence to ethical principles demonstrate that hope can survive even in dire
circumstances.

Humanity in Desolation

Despite the bleak world, "The Road" explores what it means to remain human. Acts of
kindness, empathy, and mercy are rare but significant. The concept of "carrying the fire"
becomes a metaphor for preserving human decency and hope. The novel challenges
readers to consider how humanity can endure when society collapses.

Symbolism and Imagery

The Road as a Metaphor

The road itself serves as a powerful symbol throughout the novel. It represents the journey
of life, persistence against adversity, and the search for meaning. The road is both a



physical path and a metaphorical passage, guiding the characters through uncertainty and
change.

Carrying the Fire

"Carrying the fire" is a recurring phrase in the novel, symbolizing hope, moral integrity,
and the endurance of human values. The father assures the son that they are "the good
guys" because they carry the fire, even when the world around them is consumed by
darkness.

Imagery of Ash and Ruin

McCarthy’s descriptions of ash, gray skies, and dead landscapes reinforce the sense of
devastation. This imagery creates a somber mood and underscores the themes of loss and
survival. The stark visuals serve as a constant reminder of the world that has been lost and
the challenges that remain.

McCarthy’s Writing Style

Sparse Language and Structure

Cormac McCarthy is known for his minimalist writing style. In "The Road," sentences are
short, dialogue is sparse, and punctuation is limited. This approach reflects the stripped-
down nature of the world and enhances the emotional impact of the story. The lack of
names for the main characters adds a universal quality to the narrative.

Emotional Resonance

Despite its simplicity, McCarthy’s prose is deeply evocative. The language captures the
raw emotions of fear, love, and hope. The understated style allows readers to focus on the
characters and their experiences, making every moment feel more significant.

Key Quotes and Analysis

Memorable Lines from The Road

e "If he is not the word of God God never spoke."



¢ "You have to carry the fire."
e "Keep going, you're going to be okay."

e "My job is to take care of you. I was appointed to do that by God."

Analysis of Quotes

These quotes capture the essence of McCarthy’s themes: faith, hope, responsibility, and
resilience. The references to "carrying the fire" and the father’s sense of duty highlight the
moral undertones of the story. Each line invites reflection on the meaning of survival and
the importance of compassion in a world without rules.

Frequently Asked Questions About The Road

What is the main message of "The Road"?

The main message of "The Road" is the endurance of love, morality, and hope in the face
of overwhelming despair and destruction. The novel explores how human values can
survive even when the world collapses.

Who are the main characters in "The Road"?

The main characters are a father and his son, who journey across a post-apocalyptic
landscape. Secondary characters include the mother, the old man (Ely), and various
survivors they encounter.

What does "carrying the fire" mean?

"Carrying the fire" is a metaphor for maintaining hope, goodness, and moral integrity. It
represents the characters’ commitment to preserving humanity in a world that has lost its
way.

Why did the mother leave in "The Road"?

The mother leaves because she loses hope and is unable to cope with the constant fear
and despair. Her departure is depicted in flashbacks and serves as a contrast to the
father’s determination to survive.



How does the novel end?

The novel ends with the father’s death and the son’s encounter with a new family. The
boy’s future is left uncertain, but the ending suggests the possibility of continued survival
and hope.

What is the significance of ash and gray landscapes?

Ash and gray landscapes symbolize the destruction and lifelessness of the world after the
disaster. This imagery reinforces themes of loss, survival, and the challenge of finding
hope in bleak circumstances.

Is "The Road" based on a true story?

No, "The Road" is a work of fiction by Cormac McCarthy. While inspired by universal
themes, its setting and events are imagined.

How does McCarthy’s writing style affect the novel?

McCarthy’s sparse and minimalist writing style intensifies the emotional impact of the
story, focusing attention on the characters and their struggles rather than elaborate
descriptions.

What are some key themes in "The Road"?

Key themes include survival, morality, love, sacrifice, hope, and the persistence of
humanity in the face of catastrophe.

Why is "The Road" considered a modern classic?

"The Road" is considered a modern classic because of its profound exploration of human
nature, its unique writing style, and its powerful depiction of the bond between parent and
child in extreme circumstances.
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The Road SparkNotes: A Comprehensive Guide to
Cormac McCarthy's Post-Apocalyptic Masterpiece

Are you tackling Cormac McCarthy's The Road for school, or simply curious about this haunting
post-apocalyptic novel? This comprehensive guide offers The Road SparkNotes, providing a detailed
summary, character analysis, and thematic exploration to help you fully grasp McCarthy's bleak yet
profoundly moving story. We'll delve into the novel's key elements, offering insightful analysis
without spoiling the experience of reading this powerful work. This isn't just a summary; it's your
key to unlocking the complexities and profound beauty within The Road.

Understanding the Post-Apocalyptic Landscape: A Summary of
The Road

The Road depicts a father and son's arduous journey across a desolate, ash-covered America after a
cataclysmic event has rendered the planet uninhabitable. The unnamed father, driven by an
unwavering paternal love, guides his young son, also unnamed, southward, hoping to find a place of
refuge and escape the harsh realities of their post-apocalyptic world. Their journey is fraught with
danger, scarcity, and constant threats from desperate survivors. The landscape is brutal, mirroring
the moral decay and loss of humanity in the wake of the catastrophe. The narrative focuses on their
physical survival, their emotional bond, and the father's struggle to instill hope and morality in his
son within a world that has seemingly lost both. Their journey isn't merely a physical one; it's a
deeply emotional and philosophical exploration of survival, love, and the enduring human spirit.

Key Characters: A Deeper Look into the Father and Son

The novel's strength lies in the relationship between the father and son. The father represents the
last vestiges of humanity and morality, fiercely protecting his son from the brutal realities of their
environment and the depravity of other survivors. He is burdened by guilt and grief over the loss of
his wife, yet his love for his son fuels his perseverance. The son, though young, is surprisingly
resilient and observant, mirroring his father's strength and vulnerability. He embodies the potential
for hope and the purity of the human spirit in the face of utter devastation. While other characters
appear fleetingly, their actions highlight the moral ambiguities and the deterioration of societal
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norms in the post-apocalyptic world. These encounters serve to emphasize the father's struggle to
maintain his son's innocence and instill a moral compass in a world devoid of it.

Exploring the Themes: Morality, Love, and the Human Spirit

The Road is rich with profound themes. Morality is central to the narrative, questioning the very
essence of good and evil in a world where survival often necessitates morally questionable actions.
The father grapples with this dilemma constantly, striving to instill goodness in his son despite the
overwhelming darkness surrounding them. Love forms the emotional core of the novel, a powerful
force driving the father's actions and shaping their journey. This love transcends the physical,
becoming a beacon of hope in a world seemingly devoid of light. The theme of the human spirit is
explored through the resilience of the father and son, their unwavering determination to survive,
and the father's constant fight to preserve the humanity within himself and his son. This
perseverance in the face of overwhelming despair is what ultimately gives the novel its power and
poignancy.

The Power of Symbolism: Understanding McCarthy's Style

McCarthy masterfully utilizes symbolism to convey the depth of his themes. The ash-covered
landscape symbolizes the destruction of the world and the loss of hope. The fire, both literally and
metaphorically, represents both destruction and the potential for warmth and hope. The father's
constant struggle to find food and shelter represents the struggle for survival, both physical and
spiritual. The lack of explicit descriptions of the catastrophe, leaving much to the reader's
imagination, intensifies the sense of mystery and underscores the pervasiveness of the loss. These
subtle yet powerful symbolic elements enhance the emotional impact and thematic richness of the
novel.

Conclusion: A Journey Worth Taking

The Road is not an easy read, but it's a profoundly rewarding one. Through its stark portrayal of a
post-apocalyptic world and the deeply moving relationship between a father and son, the novel
explores fundamental questions about humanity, morality, and the enduring power of love. By
understanding its key themes, characters, and symbolic elements, you can fully appreciate
McCarthy's masterpiece and its lasting impact.

FAQs:



1. What is the significance of the title, "The Road"? The road itself symbolizes the journey of life,
both physical and metaphorical. It represents the ongoing struggle for survival and the uncertain
path towards a better future.

2. Is there a clear resolution to the story? The ending is open to interpretation, leaving the reader to
contemplate the meaning of their journey and the ultimate fate of the father and son.

3. How does McCarthy's writing style contribute to the novel's impact? McCarthy's minimalist prose,
devoid of sentimentality, heightens the emotional intensity and forces the reader to confront the
harsh realities of the story.

4. What are the major criticisms of The Road? Some criticize the bleakness and lack of hope, while
others find the minimalist style overly stark or difficult to engage with.

5. What are some similar books to The Road? Readers who enjoyed The Road might also appreciate
post-apocalyptic novels like The Stand by Stephen King or Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel.

the road spark notes: The Road Cormac McCarthy, 2007 In a novel set in an indefinite,
futuristic, post-apocalyptic world, a father and his young son make their way through the ruins of a
devastated American landscape, struggling to survive and preserve the last remnants of their own
humanity

the road spark notes: The Round House Louise Erdrich, 2012-10-02 Winner of the National
Book Award ¢ Washington Post Best Book of the Year « A New York Times Notable Book From one of
the most revered novelists of our time, an exquisitely told story of a boy on the cusp of manhood who
seeks justice and understanding in the wake of a terrible crime that upends and forever transforms
his family. One Sunday in the spring of 1988, a woman living on a reservation in North Dakota is
attacked. The details of the crime are slow to surface because Geraldine Coutts is traumatized and
reluctant to relive or reveal what happened, either to the police or to her husband, Bazil, and
thirteen-year-old son, Joe. In one day, Joe's life is irrevocably transformed. He tries to heal his
mother, but she will not leave her bed and slips into an abyss of solitude. Increasingly alone, Joe
finds himself thrust prematurely into an adult world for which he is ill prepared. While his father, a
tribal judge, endeavors to wrest justice from a situation that defies his efforts, Joe becomes
frustrated with the official investigation and sets out with his trusted friends, Cappy, Zack, and
Angus, to get some answers of his own. Their quest takes them first to the Round House, a sacred
space and place of worship for the Ojibwe. And this is only the beginning. The Round House is a
page-turning masterpiece—at once a powerful coming-of-age story, a mystery, and a tender, moving
novel of family, history, and culture.

the road spark notes: The Book Thief Markus Zusak, 2007-12-18 #1 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER « ONE OF TIME MAGAZINE’S 100 BEST YA BOOKS OF ALL TIME The extraordinary,
beloved novel about the ability of books to feed the soul even in the darkest of times. When Death
has a story to tell, you listen. It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has
never been busier, and will become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of
Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters
something she can’t resist-books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to
read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish
man hidden in her basement. In superbly crafted writing that burns with intensity, award-winning




author Markus Zusak, author of I Am the Messenger, has given us one of the most enduring stories
of our time. “The kind of book that can be life-changing.” —The New York Times “Deserves a place
on the same shelf with The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank.” —USA Today DON'T MISS
BRIDGE OF CLAY, MARKUS ZUSAK'’S FIRST NOVEL SINCE THE BOOK THIEF.

the road spark notes: The Giver Lois Lowry, 2014 The Giver, the 1994 Newbery Medal winner,
has become one of the most influential novels of our time. The haunting story centers on
twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a seemingly ideal, if colorless, world of conformity and
contentment. Not until he is given his life assignment as the Receiver of Memory does he begin to
understand the dark, complex secrets behind his fragile community. This movie tie-in edition
features cover art from the movie and exclusive Q&A with members of the cast, including Taylor
Swift, Brenton Thwaites and Cameron Monaghan.

the road spark notes: The Quiet American Graham Greene, 2018-03-13 A “masterful . . .
brilliantly constructed novel” of love and chaos in 1950s Vietnam (Zadie Smith, The Guardian). It’s
1955 and British journalist Thomas Fowler has been in Vietnam for two years covering the
insurgency against French colonial rule. But it’s not just a political tangle that’s kept him tethered to
the country. There’s also his lover, Phuong, a young Vietnamese woman who clings to Fowler for
protection. Then comes Alden Pyle, an idealistic American working in service of the CIA. Devotedly,
disastrously patriotic, he believes neither communism nor colonialism is what’s best for Southeast
Asia, but rather a “Third Force”: American democracy by any means necessary. His ideas of
conquest include Phuong, to whom he promises a sweet life in the states. But as Pyle’s blind moral
conviction wreaks havoc upon innocent lives, it’s ultimately his romantic compulsions that will play a
role in his own undoing. Although criticized upon publication as anti-American, Graham Greene’s
“complex but compelling story of intrigue and counter-intrigue” would, in a few short years, prove
prescient in its own condemnation of American interventionism (The New York Times).

the road spark notes: My Antonia Willa Cather, 2024-01-02 A haunting tribute to the heroic
pioneers who shaped the American Midwest This powerful novel by Willa Cather is considered to be
one of her finest works and placed Cather in the forefront of women novelists. It tells the stories of
several immigrant families who start new lives in America in rural Nebraska. This powerful tribute
to the quiet heroism of those whose struggles and triumphs shaped the American Midwest highlights
the role of women pioneers, in particular. Written in the style of a memoir penned by Antonia’s tutor
and friend, the book depicts one of the most memorable heroines in American literature, the spirited
eldest daughter of a Czech immigrant family, whose calm, quite strength and robust spirit helped
her survive the hardships and loneliness of life on the Nebraska prairie. The two form an enduring
bond and through his chronicle, we watch Antonia shape the land while dealing with poverty,
treachery, and tragedy. “No romantic novel ever written in America...is one half so beautiful as My
Antonia.” -H. L. Mencken Willa Cather (1873-1947) was an American writer best known for her
novels of the Plains and for One of Ours, a novel set in World War I, for which she was awarded the
Pulitzer Prize in 1923. She was elected a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in
1943 and received the gold medal for fiction from the National Institute of Arts and Letters in 1944,
an award given once a decade for an author's total accomplishments. By the time of her death she
had written twelve novels, five books of short stories, and a collection of poetry.

the road spark notes: Kindred Octavia E. Butler, 2004-02-01 From the New York Times
bestselling author of Parable of the Sower and MacArthur “Genius” Grant, Nebula, and Hugo award
winner The visionary time-travel classic whose Black female hero is pulled through time to face the
horrors of American slavery and explores the impacts of racism, sexism, and white supremacy then
and now. “I lost an arm on my last trip home. My left arm.” Dana’s torment begins when she
suddenly vanishes on her 26th birthday from California, 1976, and is dragged through time to
antebellum Maryland to rescue a boy named Rufus, heir to a slaveowner’s plantation. She soon
realizes the purpose of her summons to the past: protect Rufus to ensure his assault of her Black
ancestor so that she may one day be born. As she endures the traumas of slavery and the
soul-crushing normalization of savagery, Dana fights to keep her autonomy and return to the



present. Blazing the trail for neo-slavery narratives like Colson Whitehead’s The Underground
Railroad and Ta-Nehisi Coates’s The Water Dancer, Butler takes one of speculative fiction’s oldest
tropes and infuses it with lasting depth and power. Dana not only experiences the cruelties of
slavery on her skin but also grimly learns to accept it as a condition of her own existence in the
present. “Where stories about American slavery are often gratuitous, reducing its horror to explicit
violence and brutality, Kindred is controlled and precise” (New York Times). “Reading Octavia
Butler taught me to dream big, and I think it’s absolutely necessary that everybody have that
freedom and that willingness to dream.” —N. K. Jemisin Developed for television by writer/executive
producer Branden Jacobs-Jenkins (Watchmen), executive producers also include Joe Weisberg and
Joel Fields (The Americans, The Patient), and Darren Aronofsky (The Whale). Janicza Bravo (Zola) is
director and an executive producer of the pilot. Kindred stars Mallori Johnson, Micah Stock, Ryan
Kwanten, and Gayle Rankin.

the road spark notes: Into the Wild Jon Krakauer, 2009-09-22 NATIONAL BESTSELLER ¢ In
April 1992 a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to Alaska and walked alone into the
wilderness north of Mt. McKinley. Four months later, his decomposed body was found by a moose
hunter. This is the unforgettable story of how Christopher Johnson McCandless came to die. It may
be nonfiction, but Into the Wild is a mystery of the highest order. —Entertainment Weekly
McCandess had given $25,000 in savings to charity, abandoned his car and most of his possessions,
burned all the cash in his wallet, and invented a new life for himself. Not long after, he was dead.
Into the Wild is the mesmerizing, heartbreaking tale of an enigmatic young man who goes missing in
the wild and whose story captured the world’s attention. Immediately after graduating from college
in 1991, McCandless had roamed through the West and Southwest on a vision quest like those made
by his heroes Jack London and John Muir. In the Mojave Desert he abandoned his car, stripped it of
its license plates, and burned all of his cash. He would give himself a new name, Alexander
Supertramp, and, unencumbered by money and belongings, he would be free to wallow in the raw,
unfiltered experiences that nature presented. Craving a blank spot on the map, McCandless simply
threw the maps away. Leaving behind his desperate parents and sister, he vanished into the wild.
Jon Krakauer constructs a clarifying prism through which he reassembles the disquieting facts of
McCandless's short life. Admitting an interest that borders on obsession, he searches for the clues to
the drives and desires that propelled McCandless. When McCandless's innocent mistakes turn out to
be irreversible and fatal, he becomes the stuff of tabloid headlines and is dismissed for his naiveté,
pretensions, and hubris. He is said to have had a death wish but wanting to die is a very different
thing from being compelled to look over the edge. Krakauer brings McCandless's uncompromising
pilgrimage out of the shadows, and the peril, adversity, and renunciation sought by this enigmatic
young man are illuminated with a rare understanding—and not an ounce of sentimentality. Into the
Wild is a tour de force. The power and luminosity of Jon Krakauer's stoytelling blaze through every
page.

the road spark notes: I Am the Cheese Robert Cormier, 2013-03-19 Before there was Lois
Lowry’s The Giver or M. T. Anderson’s Feed, there was Robert Cormier’s I Am the Cheese, a
subversive classic that broke new ground for YA literature. A boy’s search for his father becomes a
desperate journey to unlock a secret past. But the past must not be remembered if the boy is to
survive. As he searches for the truth that hovers at the edge of his mind, the boy—and
readers—arrive at a shattering conclusion. “An absorbing, even brilliant job. The book is assembled
in mosaic fashion: a tiny chip here, a chip there. . . . Everything is related to something else;
everything builds and builds to a fearsome climax. . . . [Cormier] has the knack of making horror out
of the ordinary, as the masters of suspense know how to do.”—The New York Times Book Review “A
horrifying tale of government corruption, espionage, and counter espionage told by an innocent
young victim. . . . The buildup of suspense is terrific.”—School Library Journal, starred review An
ALA Notable Children’s Book A School Library Journal Best Book of the Year A Horn Book Fanfare A
Library of Congress Children’s Book of the Year A Colorado Blue Spruce Young Adult Book Award
Nominee



the road spark notes: The Underground Railroad Colson Whitehead, 2018-01-30 #1 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ PULITZER PRIZE WINNER ¢« NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER -«
An American masterpiece (NPR) that chronicles a young slave's adventures as she makes a
desperate bid for freedom in the antebellum South. ¢ The basis for the acclaimed original Amazon
Prime Video series directed by Barry Jenkins. Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. An
outcast even among her fellow Africans, she is on the cusp of womanhood—where greater pain
awaits. And so when Caesar, a slave who has recently arrived from Virginia, urges her to join him on
the Underground Railroad, she seizes the opportunity and escapes with him. In Colson Whitehead's
ingenious conception, the Underground Railroad is no mere metaphor: engineers and conductors
operate a secret network of actual tracks and tunnels beneath the Southern soil. Cora embarks on a
harrowing flight from one state to the next, encountering, like Gulliver, strange yet familiar
iterations of her own world at each stop. As Whitehead brilliantly re-creates the terrors of the
antebellum era, he weaves in the saga of our nation, from the brutal abduction of Africans to the
unfulfilled promises of the present day. The Underground Railroad is both the gripping tale of one
woman's will to escape the horrors of bondage—and a powerful meditation on the history we all
share. Look for Colson Whitehead’s new novel, Crook Manifesto, coming soon!

the road spark notes: The House on Mango Street Sandra Cisneros, 2013-04-30 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER ¢ A coming-of-age classic about a young girl growing up in Chicago ¢ Acclaimed by
critics, beloved by readers of all ages, taught in schools and universities alike, and translated around
the world—from the winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for Achievement in International
Literature. “Cisneros draws on her rich [Latino] heritage...and seduces with precise, spare prose,
creat[ing] unforgettable characters we want to lift off the page. She is not only a gifted writer, but
an absolutely essential one.” —The New York Times Book Review The House on Mango Street is one
of the most cherished novels of the last fifty years. Readers from all walks of life have fallen for the
voice of Esperanza Cordero, growing up in Chicago and inventing for herself who and what she will
become. “In English my name means hope,” she says. “In Spanish it means too many letters. It
means sadness, it means waiting. Told in a series of vignettes—sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes
joyous—Cisneros’s masterpiece is a classic story of childhood and self-discovery and one of the
greatest neighborhood novels of all time. Like Sinclair Lewis’s Main Street or Toni Morrison’s Sula,
it makes a world through people and their voices, and it does so in language that is poetic and
direct. This gorgeous coming-of-age novel is a celebration of the power of telling one’s story and of
being proud of where you're from.

the road spark notes: For Whom the Bell Tolls Ernest Hemingway, 2014-05-22 In 1937
Ernest Hemingway traveled to Spain to cover the civil war there for the North American Newspaper
Alliance. Three years later he completed the greatest novel to emerge from “the good fight,” For
Whom the Bell Tolls. The story of Robert Jordan, a young American in the International Brigades
attached to an antifascist guerilla unit in the mountains of Spain, it tells of loyalty and courage, love
and defeat, and the tragic death of an ideal. In his portrayal of Jordan's love for the beautiful Maria
and his superb account of El Sordo's last stand, in his brilliant travesty of La Pasionaria and his
unwillingness to believe in blind faith, Hemingway surpasses his achievement in The Sun Also Rises
and A Farewell to Arms to create a work at once rare and beautiful, strong and brutal,
compassionate, moving, and wise. “If the function of a writer is to reveal reality,” Maxwell Perkins
wrote to Hemingway after reading the manuscript, “no one ever so completely performed it.”
Greater in power, broader in scope, and more intensely emotional than any of the author's previous
works, it stands as one of the best war novels of all time.

the road spark notes: The Grapes of Wrath John Steinbeck, 2023-06-16 The Grapes of Wrath
is a novel written by John Steinbeck that tells the story of the Joad family's journey from Oklahoma
to California during the Great Depression. The novel highlights the struggles and hardships faced by
migrant workers during this time, as well as the exploitation they faced at the hands of wealthy
landowners. Steinbeck's writing style is raw and powerful, with vivid descriptions that bring the
characters and their surroundings to life. The novel has been widely acclaimed for its social



commentary and remains a classic in American literature. Despite being published over 80 years
ago, the novel still resonates with readers today, serving as a reminder of the importance of empathy
and compassion towards those who are less fortunate.

the road spark notes: Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry (Puffin Modern Classics) Mildred D.
Taylor, 2004-04-12 Winner of the Newbery Medal, this remarkably moving novel has impressed the
hearts and minds of millions of readers. Set in Mississippi at the height of the Depression, this is the
story of one family's struggle to maintain their integrity, pride, and independence in the face of
racism and social injustice. And it is also Cassie's story—Cassie Logan, an independent girl who
discovers over the course of an important year why having land of their own is so crucial to the
Logan family, even as she learns to draw strength from her own sense of dignity and self-respect. *
[A] vivid story.... Entirely through its own internal development, the novel shows the rich inner
rewards of black pride, love, and independence.—Booklist, starred review

the road spark notes: All the Light We Cannot See Anthony Doerr, 2014-05-06 *NOW A
NETFLIX LIMITED SERIES—from producer and director Shawn Levy (Stranger Things) starring
Mark Ruffalo, Hugh Laurie, and newcomer Aria Mia Loberti* Winner of the Pulitzer Prize and
National Book Award finalist, the beloved instant New York Times bestseller and New York Times
Book Review Top 10 Book about a blind French girl and a German boy whose paths collide in
occupied France as both try to survive the devastation of World War II. Marie-Laure lives with her
father in Paris near the Museum of Natural History where he works as the master of its thousands of
locks. When she is six, Marie-Laure goes blind and her father builds a perfect miniature of their
neighborhood so she can memorize it by touch and navigate her way home. When she is twelve, the
Nazis occupy Paris, and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where
Marie-Laure’s reclusive great uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might
be the museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel. In a mining town in Germany, the orphan
Werner grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find. Werner becomes an
expert at building and fixing these crucial new instruments, a talent that wins him a place at a brutal
academy for Hitler Youth, then a special assignment to track the Resistance. More and more aware
of the human cost of his intelligence, Werner travels through the heart of the war and, finally, into
Saint-Malo, where his story and Marie-Laure’s converge. Doerr’s “stunning sense of physical detail
and gorgeous metaphors” (San Francisco Chronicle) are dazzling. Deftly interweaving the lives of
Marie-Laure and Werner, he illuminates the ways, against all odds, people try to be good to one
another. Ten years in the writing, All the Light We Cannot See is a magnificent, deeply moving novel
from a writer “whose sentences never fail to thrill” (Los Angeles Times).

the road spark notes: The Remains of the Day Kazuo Ishiguro, 2010-07-15 BOOKER PRIZE
WINNER ¢ From the winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature, here is “an intricate and dazzling
novel” (The New York Times) about the perfect butler and his fading, insular world in post-World
War II England. This is Kazuo Ishiguro's profoundly compelling portrait of a butler named Stevens.
Stevens, at the end of three decades of service at Darlington Hall, spending a day on a country drive,
embarks as well on a journey through the past in an effort to reassure himself that he has served
humanity by serving the great gentleman, Lord Darlington. But lurking in his memory are doubts
about the true nature of Lord Darlington's greatness, and much graver doubts about the nature of
his own life.

the road spark notes: A Farewell to Arms Ernest Hemingway, 2025-01-01T00:00:00Z "A
Farewell to Arms" is Hemingway's classic set during the Italian campaign of World War 1. The book,
published in 1929, is a first-person account of American Frederic Henry, serving as a Lieutenant
(Tenente) in the ambulance corps of the Italian Army. It's about a love affair between the expatriate
American Henry and Catherine Barkley against the backdrop of the First World War, cynical
soldiers, fighting and the displacement of populations. The publication of "A Farewell to Arms"
cemented Hemingway's stature as a modern American writer, became his first best-seller, and is
described by biographer Michael Reynolds as the premier American war novel from that debacle
World War L.



the road spark notes: Bud, Not Buddy Christopher Paul Curtis, 2015-01-31 The Newbery
Medal and Coretta Scott King Award-winning classic about a boy who decides to hit the road to find
his father—from Christopher Paul Curtis, author of The Watsons Go To Birmingham—1963, a
Newbery and Coretta Scott King Honoree. It’s 1936, in Flint Michigan. Times may be hard, and
ten-year-old Bud may be a motherless boy on the run, but Bud’s got a few things going for him: 1. He
has his own suitcase full of special things. 2. He’s the author of Bud Caldwell’s Rules and Things for
Having a Funner Life and Making a Better Liar Out of Yourself. 3. His momma never told him who
his father was, but she left a clue: flyers advertising Herman E. Calloway and his famous band, the

father. Once he decides to hit the road to find this mystery man, nothing can stop him—not hunger,
not fear, not vampires, not even Herman E. Calloway himself. AN ALA BEST BOOK FOR YOUNG
ADULTS AN ALA NOTABLE CHILDREN'S BOOK AN IRA CHILDREN'S BOOK AWARD WINNER
NAMED TO 14 STATE AWARD LISTS “The book is a gem, of value to all ages, not just the young
people to whom it is aimed.” —The Christian Science Monitor “Will keep readers engrossed from
first page to last.” —Publishers Weekly, Starred “Curtis writes with a razor-sharp intelligence that
grabs the reader by the heart and never lets go. . . . This highly recommended title [is] at the top of
the list of books to be read again and again.” —Voice of Youth Advocates, Starred From the
Hardcover edition.

the road spark notes: All the Bright Places Jennifer Niven, 2015-01-06 NOW A NETFLIX
FILM, STARRING ELLE FANNING AND JUSTICE SMITH! The New York Times bestselling love
story about two teens who find each other while standing on the edge. And don’t miss Take Me with
You When You Go, Jennifer Niven'’s highly anticipated new book with bestselling author David
Levithan! Theodore Finch is fascinated by death. Every day he thinks of ways he might kill himself,
but every day he also searches for—and manages to find—something to keep him here, and alive,
and awake. Violet Markey lives for the future, counting the days until graduation, when she can
escape her small Indiana town and her aching grief in the wake of her sister’s recent death. When
Finch and Violet meet on the ledge of the bell tower at school—six stories above the ground— it’s
unclear who saves whom. Soon it’s only with Violet that Finch can be himself. And it’s only with
Finch that Violet can forget to count away the days and start living them. But as Violet’s world
grows, Finch’s begins to shrink. . . . “A do-not-miss for fans of Eleanor & Park and The Fault in Our
Stars, and basically anyone who can breathe.” —Justine Magazine “At the heart—a big one—of All
the Bright Places lies a charming love story about this unlikely and endearing pair of broken
teenagers.” —The New York Times Book Review “A heart-rending, stylish love story.” —The Wall
Street Journal “A complex love story that will bring all the feels.” —Seventeen Magazine
“Impressively layered, lived-in, and real.” —Buzzfeed

the road spark notes: The Bean Trees Barbara Kingsolver, 2009-03-17 “The Bean Trees is the
work of a visionary. . . . It leaves you open-mouthed and smiling.” — Los Angeles Times A bestseller
that has come to be regarded as an American classic, The Bean Trees is the novel that launched
Barbara Kingsolver’s remarkable literary career. It is the charming, engrossing tale of rural
Kentucky native Taylor Greer, who only wants to get away from her roots and avoid getting
pregnant. She succeeds, but inherits a three-year-old Native American girl named Turtle along the
way, and together, from Oklahoma to Arizona, half-Cherokee Taylor and her charge search for a new
life in the West. Hers is a story about love and friendship, abandonment and belonging, and the
discovery of surprising resources in seemingly empty places. This edition includes a P.S. section with
additional insights from the author, background material, suggestions for further reading, and more.

the road spark notes: The Glass Castle Jeannette Walls, 2007-01-02 A triumphant tale of a
young woman and her difficult childhood, The Glass Castle is a remarkable memoir of resilience,
redemption, and a revelatory look into a family at once deeply dysfunctional and wonderfully vibrant.
Jeannette Walls was the second of four children raised by anti-institutional parents in a household of
extremes.

the road spark notes: Paper Towns John Green, 2013 Quentin Jacobson has spent a lifetime




loving Margo Roth Spiegelman from afar. So when she cracks open a window and climbs into his life
- dressed like a ninja and summoning him for an ingenious campaign of revenge - he follows. After
their all-nighter ends, Q arrives at school to discover that Margo has disappeared.

the road spark notes: The Red Pony John Steinbeck, 1994-10-01 A Penguin Classic Written at a
time of profound anxiety caused by the illness of his mother, Nobel Prize winner John Steinbeck
draws on his memories of childhood in these stories about a boy who embodies both the rebellious
spirit and the contradictory desire for acceptance of early adolescence. Unlike most coming-of-age
stories, the cycle does not end with a hero “matured” by circumstances. As John Seelye writes in his
introduction, reversing common interpretations, The Red Pony is imbued with a sense of loss. Jody’s
encounters with birth and death express a common theme in Steinbeck’s fiction: They are parts of
the ongoing process of life, “resolving” nothing. The Red Pony was central not only to Steinbeck’s
emergence as a major American novelist but to the shaping of a distinctly mid twentieth-century
genre, opening up a new range of possibilities about the fictional presence of a child’s world. This
edition contains an introduction by John Seelye. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the
leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles,
Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across
genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.

the road spark notes: Jazz Toni Morrison, 2007-07-24 From the acclaimed Nobel Prize winner,
a passionate, profound story of love and obsession that brings us back and forth in time, as a
narrative is assembled from the emotions, hopes, fears, and deep realities of Black urban life. With a
foreword by the author. “As rich in themes and poetic images as her Pulitzer Prize-winning
Beloved.... Morrison conjures up the hand of slavery on Harlem'’s jazz generation. The more you
listen, the more you crave to hear.” —Glamour In the winter of 1926, when everybody everywhere
sees nothing but good things ahead, Joe Trace, middle-aged door-to-door salesman of Cleopatra
beauty products, shoots his teenage lover to death. At the funeral, Joe’s wife, Violet, attacks the
girl’s corpse. This novel “transforms a familiar refrain of jilted love into a bold, sustaining time of
self-knowledge and discovery. Its rhythms are infectious” (People). The author conjures up worlds
with complete authority and makes no secret of her angst at the injustices dealt to Black women.”
—The New York Times Book Review

the road spark notes: A Long Walk to Water Linda Sue Park, 2010 When the Sudanese civil
war reaches his village in 1985, 11-year-old Salva becomes separated from his family and must walk
with other Dinka tribe members through southern Sudan, Ethiopia and Kenya in search of safe
haven. Based on the life of Salva Dut, who, after emigrating to America in 1996, began a project to
dig water wells in Sudan. By a Newbery Medal-winning author.

the road spark notes: A Long Way Gone Ishmael Beah, 2007-02-13 My new friends have
begun to suspect I haven’t told them the full story of my life. “Why did you leave Sierra Leone?”
“Because there is a war.” “You mean, you saw people running around with guns and shooting each
other?” “Yes, all the time.” “Cool.” I smile a little. “You should tell us about it sometime.” “Yes,
sometime.” This is how wars are fought now: by children, hopped-up on drugs and wielding AK-47s.
Children have become soldiers of choice. In the more than fifty conflicts going on worldwide, it is
estimated that there are some 300,000 child soldiers. Ishmael Beah used to be one of them. What is
war like through the eyes of a child soldier? How does one become a killer? How does one stop?
Child soldiers have been profiled by journalists, and novelists have struggled to imagine their lives.
But until now, there has not been a first-person account from someone who came through this hell
and survived. In A Long Way Gone, Beah, now twenty-five years old, tells a riveting story: how at the
age of twelve, he fled attacking rebels and wandered a land rendered unrecognizable by violence. By
thirteen, he’d been picked up by the government army, and Beah, at heart a gentle boy, found that
he was capable of truly terrible acts. This is a rare and mesmerizing account, told with real literary
force and heartbreaking honesty.



the road spark notes: Child of God Cormac McCarthy, 2010-08-11 From the bestselling author
of The Passenger and the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel The Road e In this taut, chilling story, Lester
Ballard—a violent, dispossessed man falsely accused of rape—haunts the hill country of East
Tennessee when he is released from jail. While telling his story, Cormac McCarthy depicts the most
sordid aspects of life with dignity, humor, and characteristic lyrical brilliance. Like the novelists he
admires-Melville, Dostoyevsky, Faulkner-Cormac McCarthy has created an imaginative oeuvre
greater and deeper than any single book. Such writers wrestle with the gods themselves.
—Washington Post Look for Cormac McCarthy's latest bestselling novels, The Passenger and Stella
Maris.

the road spark notes: The Haters Jesse Andrews, 2016-04-05 From Jesse Andrews, author of
the New York Times bestselling Me and Earl and the Dying Girl and screenwriter of the Sundance
award-winning motion picture of the same name, comes a groundbreaking young adult novel about
music, love, friendship, and freedom as three young musicians follow a quest to escape the law long
enough to play the amazing show they hope (but also doubt) they have in them. For Wes and his best
friend, Corey, jazz camp turns out to be lame. It’s pretty much all dudes talking in Jazz Voice. But
then they jam with Ash, a charismatic girl with an unusual sound, and the three just click. It’s three
and a half hours of pure musical magic, and Ash makes a decision: They need to hit the road.
Because the road, not summer camp, is where bands get good. Before Wes and Corey know it,
they’re in Ash’s SUV heading south, and The Haters Summer of Hate Tour has begun. In his second
novel, Andrews again brings his brilliant and distinctive voice to YA, in the perfect book for music
lovers, fans of The Commitments (author Roddy Doyle raves The Haters is terrific. It is shocking and
funny, unsettling and charming.), and High Fidelity, or anyone who has ever loved—and hated—a
song or a band. This witty, funny coming-of-age novel is contemporary fiction at its best.

the road spark notes: Percy Jackson and the Olympians, Book One: The Lightning Thief Rick
Riordan, 2009-05-02 The #1 New York Times Bestseller | Now a series on Disney+ 12-year-old Percy
Jackson discovers he is the son of Poseidon in the opener to the hilarious, fast-paced adventure
fantasy series for young readers ages 10 and up The eBook edition of the first book in Rick Riordan’s
thrilling series, filled with magic, mythology, and plenty of monsters Percy Jackson is about to be
kicked out of boarding school again—he can't seem to stay out of trouble. Is he supposed to stand by
while a bully picks on his scrawny best friend? Or not defend himself when his teacher turns into a
monster and tries to kill him? Mythical creatures seem to be walking straight out of the pages of
Percy's Greek mythology textbook and into his life. What’s worse, he's angered a few of them: Zeus's
master lightning bolt has been stolen, and Percy is the prime suspect. Percy and his friends Grover
the satyr, and Annabeth, the demigod daughter of Athena, must find and return Zeus's stolen
property and bring peace to a warring Mount Olympus. They travel cross country to the gates of the
Underworld in Los Angeles, facing a host of enemies determined to stop them. Withmillions of copies
and over 10 years spent on the New York Times bestseller list, Percy has also become a movie, a
Broadway musical, and now a Disney+ series. He continues to find fans in classrooms and libraries
across the world.

the road spark notes: The Only Road Alexandra Diaz, 2016-10-04 PURA BELPRE HONOR
BOOK ALA NOTABLE BOOK “An important, must-have addition to the growing body of literature
with immigrant themes.” —School Library Journal (starred review) Twelve-year-old Jaime makes the
treacherous and life-changing journey from his home in Guatemala to live with his older brother in
the United States in this “powerful and timely” (Booklist, starred review) middle grade novel. Jaime
is sitting on his bed drawing when he hears a scream. Instantly, he knows: Miguel, his cousin and
best friend, is dead. Everyone in Jaime’s small town in Guatemala knows someone who has been
killed by the Alphas, a powerful gang that’s known for violence and drug trafficking. Anyone who
refuses to work for them is hurt or killed—like Miguel. With Miguel gone, Jaime fears that he is next.
There’s only one choice: accompanied by his cousin Angela, Jaime must flee his home to live with his
older brother in New Mexico. Inspired by true events, The Only Road is an individual story of a boy
who feels that leaving his home and risking everything is his only chance for a better life. The story



is “told with heartbreaking honesty,” Booklist raved, and “will bring readers face to face with the
harsh realities immigrants go through in the hope of finding a better, safer life, and it will likely
cause them to reflect on what it means to be human.”

the road spark notes: Fever 1793 Laurie Halse Anderson, 2011-08-16 It's late summer 1793,
and the streets of Philadelphia are abuzz with mosquitoes and rumors of fever. Down near the docks,
many have taken ill, and the fatalities are mounting. Now they include Polly, the serving girl at the
Cook Coffeehouse. But fourteen-year-old Mattie Cook doesn't get a moment to mourn the passing of
her childhood playmate. New customers have overrun her family's coffee shop, located far from the
mosquito-infested river, and Mattie's concerns of fever are all but overshadowed by dreams of
growing her family's small business into a thriving enterprise. But when the fever begins to strike
closer to home, Mattie's struggle to build a new life must give way to a new fight-the fight to stay
alive.

the road spark notes: Cannery Row John Steinbeck, 2002-02-05 Steinbeck's tough yet
charming portrait of people on the margins of society, dependant on one another for both physical
and emotional survival Published in 1945, Cannery Row focuses on the acceptance of life as it is:
both the exuberance of community and the loneliness of the individual. Drawing on his memories of
the real inhabitants of Monterey, California, including longtime friend Ed Ricketts, Steinbeck
interweaves the stories of Doc, Dora, Mack and his boys, Lee Chong, and the other characters in this
world where only the fittest survive, to create a novel that is at once one of his most humorous and
poignant works. In her introduction, Susan Shillinglaw shows how the novel expresses, both in style
and theme, much that is essentially Steinbeck: “scientific detachment, empathy toward the lonely
and depressed...and, at the darkest level...the terror of isolation and nothingness.” For more than
seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking
world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary
authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators. From the Trade Paperback
edition.

the road spark notes: The Watsons Go to Birmingham--1963 Christopher Paul Curtis,
2013-08-06 Celebrate the 25th anniversary of this Newbery and Coretta Scott King Honoree about a
hilarious family on a road-trip at one of the most important times in America's history. This special
edition makes a perfect gift and includes bonus content! Enter the hilarious world of ten-year-old
Kenny and his family, the Weird Watsons of Flint, Michigan. There's Momma, Dad, little sister Joetta,
and brother Byron, who's thirteen and an official juvenile delinquent. When Byron gets to be too
much trouble, they head South to Birmingham to visit Grandma, the one person who can shape him
up. And they'll be in Birmingham during one of the darkest moments in America's history. Every so
often a book becomes a modern classic almost as soon as it arrives on bookshelves. That happened
in the mid-'90s when Christopher Paul Curtis released his first book, The Watsons Go to
Birmingham--1963. --NPR One of the best novels EVER. --Jacqueline Woodson, Newbery Honor and
National Book Award-winning author of Brown Girl Dreaming

the road spark notes: Hard Times Charles Dickens, 1854

the road spark notes: The Book of Unknown Americans Cristina Henriquez, 2014-06-03 A
stunning novel of hopes and dreams, guilt and love—a book that offers a resonant new definition of
what it means to be American and illuminates the lives behind the current debates about Latino
immigration (The New York Times Book Review). When fifteen-year-old Maribel Rivera sustains a
terrible injury, the Riveras leave behind a comfortable life in Mexico and risk everything to come to
the United States so that Maribel can have the care she needs. Once they arrive, it’s not long before
Maribel attracts the attention of Mayor Toro, the son of one of their new neighbors, who sees a
kindred spirit in this beautiful, damaged outsider. Their love story sets in motion events that will
have profound repercussions for everyone involved. Here Henriquez seamlessly interweaves the
story of these star-crossed lovers, and of the Rivera and Toro families, with the testimonials of men



and women who have come to the United States from all over Latin America.

the road spark notes: The Nickel Boys Colson Whitehead, 2020-06-30 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER ¢ In this Pulitzer Prize-winning follow-up to The Underground Railroad, Colson
Whitehead brilliantly dramatizes another strand of American history through the story of two boys
unjustly sentenced to a hellish reform school in Jim Crow-era Florida. When Elwood Curtis, a black
boy growing up in 1960s Tallahassee, is unfairly sentenced to a juvenile reformatory called the
Nickel Academy, he finds himself trapped in a grotesque chamber of horrors. Elwood’s only
salvation is his friendship with fellow “delinquent” Turner, which deepens despite Turner’s
conviction that Elwood is hopelessly naive, that the world is crooked, and that the only way to
survive is to scheme and avoid trouble. As life at the Academy becomes ever more perilous, the
tension between Elwood’s ideals and Turner’s skepticism leads to a decision whose repercussions
will echo down the decades. Based on the real story of a reform school that operated for 111 years
and warped the lives of thousands of children, The Nickel Boys is a devastating, driven narrative
that showcases a great American novelist writing at the height of his powers and “should further
cement Whitehead as one of his generation's best (Entertainment Weekly). Look for Colson
Whitehead’s bestselling new novel, Harlem Shuffle!

the road spark notes: The Way to Rainy Mountain N. Scott Momaday, 1976-09-01 First
published in paperback by UNM Press in 1976, The Way to Rainy Mountain has sold over 200,000
copies. The paperback edition of The Way to Rainy Mountain was first published twenty-five years
ago. One should not be surprised, I suppose, that it has remained vital, and immediate, for that is the
nature of story. And this is particularly true of the oral tradition, which exists in a dimension of
timelessness. I was first told these stories by my father when I was a child. I do not know how long
they had existed before I heard them. They seem to proceed from a place of origin as old as the
earth. The stories in The Way to Rainy Mountain are told in three voices. The first voice is the voice
of my father, the ancestral voice, and the voice of the Kiowa oral tradition. The second is the voice of
historical commentary. And the third is that of personal reminiscence, my own voice. There is a
turning and returning of myth, history, and memoir throughout, a narrative wheel that is as sacred
as language itself.--from the new Preface

the road spark notes: Across Five Aprils Irene Hunt, 2002-01-08 The Newbery
Award-winning author of Up a Road Slowly presents the unforgettable story of Jethro Creighton—a
brave boy who comes of age during the turbulent years of the Civil War. In 1861, America is on the
cusp of war, and young Jethro Creighton is just nine-years-old. His brother, Tom, and his cousin, Eb,
are both of fighting age. As Jethro's family is pulled into the conflict between the North and the
South, loyalties are divided, dreams are threatened, and their bonds are put to the test in this
heart-wrenching, coming of age story. “Drawing from family records and from stories told by her
grandfather, the author has, in an uncommonly fine narrative, created living characters and vividly
reconstructed a crucial period of history.”—Booklist

the road spark notes: Walk Two Moons Sharon Creech, 2009-10-06 In her own singularly
beautiful style, Newbery Medal winner Sharon Creech intricately weaves together two tales, one
funny, one bittersweet, to create a heartwarming, compelling, and utterly moving story of love, loss,
and the complexity of human emotion. Thirteen-year-old Salamanca Tree Hiddle, proud of her
country roots and the Indian-ness in her blood, travels from Ohio to Idaho with her eccentric
grandparents. Along the way, she tells them of the story of Phoebe Winterbottom, who received
mysterious messages, who met a potential lunatic, and whose mother disappeared. As Sal entertains
her grandparents with Phoebe's outrageous story, her own story begins to unfold—the story of a
thirteen-year-old girl whose only wish is to be reunited with her missing mother.

the road spark notes: Sounder William H. Armstrong, 2011-07-12 This powerful
Newbery-winning classic tells the story of the great coon dog Sounder and his family. An African
American boy and his family rarely have enough to eat. Each night, the boy's father takes their dog,
Sounder, out to look for food. The man grows more desperate by the day. When food suddenly
appears on the table one morning, it seems like a blessing. But the sheriff and his deputies are not



far behind. The ever-loyal Sounder remains determined to help the family he loves as hard times
bear down. This classic novel shows the courage, love, and faith that bind a family together despite
the racism and inhumanity they face in the nineteenth-century deep South. Readers who enjoy
timeless dog stories such as Old Yeller and Where the Red Fern Grows will find much to love in
Sounder, even as they read through tears at times.
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