
the reluctant fundamentalist
the reluctant fundamentalist is a critically acclaimed novel by Mohsin Hamid
that explores themes of identity, globalization, and cultural conflict in the
post-9/11 world. This article offers a comprehensive analysis of the novel,
delving into its plot, characters, major themes, and stylistic techniques.
Readers will also discover the book's real-world significance, its adaptation
into film, and the reasons why it remains a relevant subject in contemporary
discussions about East-West relations, personal transformation, and political
allegory. By examining the reluctant fundamentalist from multiple
perspectives, this article provides valuable insights for students, literary
enthusiasts, and anyone interested in modern fiction. Continue reading to
explore the depths of Mohsin Hamid's powerful narrative and its ongoing
impact on literature and society.
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Overview of The Reluctant Fundamentalist

The reluctant fundamentalist is a 2007 novel by Pakistani author Mohsin
Hamid. Set in the aftermath of September 11, 2001, the story follows Changez,
a brilliant young Pakistani man who builds a successful life in the United
States before undergoing a profound personal transformation. Presented as a
dramatic monologue, the novel examines the complexities of identity,
alienation, and belonging for immigrants in a rapidly changing global
landscape. Its unique narrative structure and thought-provoking themes have
cemented its place in contemporary literature and academic discourse.



Plot Summary

At the heart of the reluctant fundamentalist is the story of Changez, a
Princeton-educated Pakistani who secures a prestigious job at a top valuation
firm in New York City. He becomes enamored with the American Dream and enters
a romantic relationship with Erica, a troubled American woman. However,
following the September 11 attacks, Changez experiences growing alienation
and discrimination. His perception of America shifts dramatically, prompting
him to reevaluate his loyalties and sense of self. The novel unfolds through
a conversation between Changez and an unnamed American in Lahore, Pakistan,
creating an atmosphere of tension and ambiguity. This framing device allows
the reader to explore Changez’s internal conflict and the broader clash
between East and West.

Main Characters and Characterization

The reluctant fundamentalist features a cast of memorable and complex
characters who embody the novel’s central themes. Each character serves as a
lens through which issues of assimilation, identity, and loss are explored.

Changez

Changez is the protagonist and narrator. Ambitious, intelligent, and
initially optimistic, he undergoes a significant transformation as he
grapples with his place in American society and his roots in Pakistan. His
journey is marked by internal conflict and eventual disillusionment with the
West.

Erica

Erica, Changez’s love interest, represents both the allure and the
unattainability of the American Dream. Struggling with personal tragedy and
emotional trauma, she becomes increasingly distant, symbolizing Changez’s
growing sense of isolation in America.

Jim

Jim is Changez’s mentor at Underwood Samson. He recognizes Changez’s
potential but ultimately comes to embody the impersonal, profit-driven values
of corporate America.



Supporting Characters

The unnamed American: A mysterious figure whose conversation with
Changez frames the narrative and introduces an element of suspense.

Changez’s family: Their experiences highlight the economic and political
instability in Pakistan and the influence of global events on personal
lives.

Major Themes in The Reluctant Fundamentalist

The reluctant fundamentalist is rich with themes that reflect the
complexities of the modern world. These themes drive the narrative and
contribute to the novel’s enduring relevance.

Identity and Alienation

Changez’s journey is a powerful exploration of identity, particularly as it
relates to nationality, race, and religion. The novel examines how external
events and societal expectations can shape, challenge, or erode personal and
cultural identity, leading to feelings of alienation.

Globalization and Its Discontents

The novel scrutinizes the impact of globalization on individuals and nations.
Changez’s career at Underwood Samson epitomizes the global corporate world,
but also exposes its cold, dehumanizing aspects. The tension between economic
opportunity and cultural integrity is a recurring motif.

East vs. West

The clash between Eastern and Western values is central to the reluctant
fundamentalist. Through Changez’s experiences in America and Pakistan, the
novel highlights misunderstandings, prejudices, and the difficulty of
navigating conflicting loyalties.

Post-9/11 Suspicion and Prejudice



The aftermath of 9/11 radically alters Changez’s life, bringing issues of
suspicion, xenophobia, and cultural stereotyping to the forefront. The novel
offers a nuanced look at how fear and insecurity can reshape societies and
individual destinies.

Stylistic Devices and Narrative Techniques

Mohsin Hamid employs a distinctive narrative style in the reluctant
fundamentalist. The entire novel is delivered as a monologue from Changez to
an American stranger, creating a sense of immediacy and intimacy.

Second-Person Address

The use of a direct address to the listener invites readers to engage with
the story on a personal level. This technique blurs the lines between
narrator, listener, and reader, fostering empathy and suspense.

Ambiguity and Unreliable Narration

The novel is marked by ambiguity, particularly regarding the intentions of
both Changez and his American counterpart. This uncertainty encourages
readers to question their assumptions and consider multiple interpretations.

Minimalist Prose

Hamid’s concise, precise language enhances the novel’s tension and allows its
themes to resonate more deeply. The sparse prose mirrors Changez’s emotional
detachment and gradual disillusionment.

Symbolism and Motifs

The reluctant fundamentalist makes effective use of symbolism and recurring
motifs to reinforce its themes and emotional impact.

Beard: Changez’s decision to grow a beard symbolizes his embrace of his
cultural identity and his rejection of assimilation.

Erica’s Trauma: Erica’s inability to move on from her past represents
America’s struggles with loss and the dangers of nostalgia.



Valuation and Underwood Samson: The firm’s focus on “fundamentals”
reflects the novel’s exploration of what is truly essential in life,
both personally and culturally.

Lahore vs. New York: The contrasting settings emphasize the divide
between East and West, tradition and modernity.

Critical Reception and Impact

Since its publication, the reluctant fundamentalist has garnered widespread
acclaim for its insightful portrayal of post-9/11 tensions and its innovative
narrative structure. The novel has been shortlisted for major awards and
translated into dozens of languages. It is frequently studied in academic
settings for its literary merit and its incisive commentary on contemporary
issues. Critics have praised Hamid’s ability to humanize complex political
and social themes, making the book accessible and thought-provoking for a
broad audience.

Film Adaptation and Cultural Influence

The reluctant fundamentalist was adapted into a feature film in 2012,
directed by Mira Nair. The adaptation brought the novel’s themes to a wider
audience and sparked renewed interest in its exploration of cross-cultural
conflict and personal transformation. Beyond its cinematic presence, the
novel has influenced debates on immigration, identity, and global politics,
making it a touchstone for discussions about the modern immigrant experience
and the consequences of cultural misunderstanding.

Frequently Asked Questions about The Reluctant
Fundamentalist

Q: Who is the author of the reluctant
fundamentalist?
A: The reluctant fundamentalist was written by Mohsin Hamid, a Pakistani
novelist known for his works exploring identity, globalization, and political
conflict.



Q: What is the main theme of the reluctant
fundamentalist?
A: The main theme of the reluctant fundamentalist is the struggle for
identity and belonging in a changing world, particularly in the context of
post-9/11 East-West relations.

Q: How is the story of the reluctant fundamentalist
told?
A: The novel is narrated as a dramatic monologue by Changez, the protagonist,
addressing an unnamed American in Lahore. This second-person narrative
creates ambiguity and intimacy.

Q: What does Changez’s beard symbolize in the novel?
A: Changez’s beard symbolizes his rejection of Western assimilation and his
embrace of his Pakistani and Muslim identity.

Q: How does the reluctant fundamentalist address the
impact of 9/11?
A: The novel explores how 9/11 alters Changez’s experiences in America,
leading to increased suspicion, prejudice, and personal alienation.

Q: Who is Erica in the reluctant fundamentalist?
A: Erica is Changez’s American love interest, whose personal trauma and
emotional struggles parallel themes of loss and unattainable ideals.

Q: What literary techniques does Mohsin Hamid use in
the reluctant fundamentalist?
A: Hamid uses minimalist prose, second-person narration, ambiguity, and
symbolism to enhance the novel’s psychological and thematic depth.

Q: Was the reluctant fundamentalist made into a
film?
A: Yes, the reluctant fundamentalist was adapted into a film in 2012,
directed by Mira Nair and starring Riz Ahmed as Changez.



Q: Why is the reluctant fundamentalist considered
relevant today?
A: The novel remains relevant due to its exploration of cultural conflict,
the immigrant experience, and the consequences of political events like 9/11
on individual and collective identity.

Q: What is Underwood Samson in the reluctant
fundamentalist?
A: Underwood Samson is the elite valuation firm in New York where Changez
works; it represents the allure and limitations of the American Dream and
global capitalism.

The Reluctant Fundamentalist
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Fundamentalist is a must-read. This blog post will delve into the compelling story, its thematic
richness, and its enduring relevance in today's geopolitical landscape. We'll explore Changez's
journey, the novel's narrative structure, and its powerful critiques of American foreign policy and the
shifting sands of global power. Get ready to unpack the layers of this captivating and thought-
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Lahore café. This unconventional structure immediately draws the reader in, creating a palpable
sense of suspense and uncertainty. Changez, the protagonist, is far from a simple character. He's
brilliant, ambitious, and initially deeply enamored with American capitalism and its promise of
success. However, his journey is one of disillusionment, as he grapples with the complexities of his
identity, both Pakistani and American, in the wake of 9/11. His gradual shift towards a more
fundamentalist perspective is not a sudden conversion but a complex evolution shaped by his
experiences and the changing geopolitical landscape.

The Narrative Structure: A Masterclass in Suspense

Hamid masterfully employs the unreliable narrator technique. The reader is never entirely sure of
Changez's true intentions. Is he a threat? Is he genuinely remorseful? This ambiguity keeps the
narrative taut, forcing the reader to question their assumptions and actively participate in
interpreting Changez's story. The claustrophobic setting of the Lahore café further intensifies the
tension, mirroring the confined sense of identity Changez experiences. This deliberate ambiguity is a
key element in the novel's power, leaving a lasting impression long after the final page is turned.

Thematic Explorations: Identity, Globalization, and Post-9/11
Trauma

Identity Crisis: The novel is deeply concerned with the fracturing of identity in a globalized world.
Changez’s struggle to reconcile his Pakistani heritage with his American aspirations is central to the
narrative. His experiences highlight the difficulties of belonging in a world increasingly defined by
national and cultural divides.

Globalization's Dark Side: Hamid doesn't shy away from critiquing the exploitative aspects of
globalization. Changez's success in the American financial world is presented as a bittersweet
victory, highlighting the unequal power dynamics inherent in global capitalism. His disillusionment
stems from witnessing the human cost of unchecked economic expansion and American foreign
policy.

Post-9/11 Anxiety and the War on Terror: The novel powerfully captures the anxieties and
uncertainties of the post-9/11 era. Changez's experiences reflect the pervasive suspicion and
prejudice directed towards Muslims in the aftermath of the attacks. This societal shift significantly
impacts his personal and professional life, forcing him to confront the realities of a world scarred by
terrorism and war.

The Enduring Relevance of The Reluctant Fundamentalist

Even years after its publication, The Reluctant Fundamentalist remains strikingly relevant. Its
exploration of identity, globalization, and post-9/11 anxieties continues to resonate in a world



grappling with similar challenges. The novel’s ambiguous ending allows for multiple interpretations,
fostering ongoing discussion and debate. It serves as a powerful reminder of the complex interplay
between individual experiences and global events, prompting readers to question their own
assumptions and perspectives.

Conclusion

The Reluctant Fundamentalist is more than just a captivating story; it's a compelling exploration of
identity, globalization, and the lingering trauma of 9/11. Through its unique narrative structure and
richly developed characters, the novel challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths about
the world we inhabit. Its enduring relevance ensures its continued place as a vital piece of
contemporary literature.

FAQs

1. Is Changez a terrorist? The novel deliberately avoids a clear-cut answer, leaving the reader to
interpret his actions and motivations. His ambiguous confession keeps the tension alive and
encourages critical thinking.

2. What is the significance of the Lahore café setting? The confined space of the café mirrors the
claustrophobic sense of identity Changez feels, trapped between two worlds and uncertain of his
place.

3. How does the novel critique American foreign policy? The novel indirectly critiques American
foreign policy through Changez's experiences and observations, highlighting the unintended
consequences of interventionism and the resulting resentment and distrust.

4. What is the meaning of the novel's title? "The Reluctant Fundamentalist" reflects Changez's
journey; he doesn't embrace fundamentalism readily but gradually adopts certain aspects of it as a
response to his experiences.

5. Why is the American man's identity kept anonymous? The anonymity of the American allows the
reader to focus on Changez's narrative and interpretation, mirroring the way in which Western
societies often overlook the perspectives and experiences of those from other cultures.

  the reluctant fundamentalist: The Reluctant Fundamentalist Mohsin Hamid, 2009-06-05 From
the author of the award-winning Moth Smoke comes a perspective on love, prejudice, and the war on
terror that has never been seen in North American literature. At a café table in Lahore, a bearded
Pakistani man converses with a suspicious, and possibly armed, American stranger. As dusk deepens
to night, he begins the tale that has brought them to this fateful meeting. . . Changez is living an
immigrant’s dream of America. At the top of his class at Princeton, he is snapped up by Underwood
Samson, an elite firm that specializes in the “valuation” of companies ripe for acquisition. He thrives



on the energy of New York and the intensity of his work, and his infatuation with regal Erica
promises entrée into Manhattan society at the same exalted level once occupied by his own family
back in Lahore. For a time, it seems as though nothing will stand in the way of Changez’s meteoric
rise to personal and professional success. But in the wake of September 11, he finds his position in
his adopted city suddenly overturned, and his budding relationship with Erica eclipsed by the
reawakened ghosts of her past. And Changez’s own identity is in seismic shift as well, unearthing
allegiances more fundamental than money, power, and perhaps even love. Elegant and compelling,
Mohsin Hamid’s second novel is a devastating exploration of our divided and yet ultimately
indivisible world. “Excuse me, sir, but may I be of assistance? Ah, I see I have alarmed you. Do not
be frightened by my beard: I am a lover of America. I noticed that you were looking for something;
more than looking, in fact you seemed to be on a mission, and since I am both a native of this city
and a speaker of your language, I thought I might offer you my services as a bridge.” —from The
Reluctant Fundamentalist
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Moth Smoke Mohsin Hamid, 2000 The Year Is 1998, The
Summer Of Pakistan S Nuclear Tests, And Darashikoh Shezad Has Just Managed To Lose His Job In
Lahore. As The Economy Crumbles Around Him, His Electricity Is Cut Off, And The Jet Set Parties
Behind High Walls, Daru Takes The Bright Steps Of Falling For His Best Friend S Wife And Giving
Heroin A Try. This Is The Story Of His Decline.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia Mohsin Hamid,
2013-03-05 Mr. Hamid reaffirms his place as one of his generation's most inventive and gifted
writers. –Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times A globalized version of The Great Gatsby . . .
[Hamid's] book is nearly that good. –Alan Cheuse, NPR Marvelous and moving. –TIME Magazine
From the internationally bestselling author of The Reluctant Fundamentalist and Exit West, the
boldly imagined tale of a poor boy’s quest for wealth and love His first two novels established
Mohsin Hamid as a radically inventive storyteller with his finger on the world’s pulse. How to Get
Filthy Rich in Rising Asia meets that reputation—and exceeds it. The astonishing and riveting tale of
a man’s journey from impoverished rural boy to corporate tycoon, it steals its shape from the
business self-help books devoured by ambitious youths all over “rising Asia.” It follows its nameless
hero to the sprawling metropolis where he begins to amass an empire built on that most fluid, and
increasingly scarce, of goods: water. Yet his heart remains set on something else, on the pretty girl
whose star rises along with his, their paths crossing and recrossing, a lifelong affair sparked and
snuffed and sparked again by the forces that careen their fates along. How to Get Filthy Rich in
Rising Asia is a striking slice of contemporary life at a time of crushing upheaval. Romantic without
being sentimental, political without being didactic, and spiritual without being religious, it brings an
unflinching gaze to the violence and hope it depicts. And it creates two unforgettable characters who
find moments of transcendent intimacy in the midst of shattering change.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: An Obedient Father Akhil Sharma, 2022-07-12 Revised and
featuring a new foreword by the author, this uncompromising novel returns, more powerful than
ever: A portrait of a country ravaged by vendetta and graft, its public spaces loud with the
complaints of religious bigots and its private spaces cradling unspeakable pain. (Hilary Mantel, New
York Review of Books) An Obedient Father introduced one of the most admired voices in
contemporary fiction. Set in Delhi in the 1990s, it tells the story of an inept bureaucrat enmired in
corruption, and of the daughter who alone knows the true depth of his crimes. Decried in India for
its frank treatment of child abuse, the novel was widely praised elsewhere for its compassion, and
for a plot that mingled the domestic with the political, tragedy with farce. Yet, as Akhil Sharma
writes in his foreword to this new edition, he was haunted by what he considered shortcomings
within the book: almost twenty years later, he returned to face them. Here is the result, a leaner,
surer version with even greater power.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: The Reluctant Fundamentalist Mira Nair, 2013-04-15 Based
on the bestselling novel by Mohsin Hamid Internationally acclaimed director Mira Nair offers the
reader an exclusive behind-the-scenes look into the creation of her most ambitious film yet: The



Reluctant Fundamentalist. Covering every aspect of the film-making process, this magnificently
designed film book comprises an incredible array of images as well as short essays by those involved
in the film-making process. Mira Nair discusses how the novel was turned into a screenplay; Mohsin
Hamid reminisces about his first experience on a film set; production designer Michael Carlin
recounts the thrill of transforming Old Delhi into contemporary Lahore; lead actor Riz Ahmed
reveals how he got under the skin of his character Changez; and editor Shimit Amin demystifies
some of his tricks on the editing table. This book also features a series of gorgeous black-and-white
photographs by celebrated photographer Brigitte Lacombe.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Discontent and Its Civilizations Mohsin Hamid, 2016-02-02
Originally published in hardccover in 2015 by Riverhead Books.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Kushiel's Mercy Jacqueline Carey, 2012-02-02 Sidonie, heir to
the throne, and Imriel, son of a traitor, have confessed their dangerous union. But their love has
caused political uproar: Imriel's infamous mother plunged Terre d'Ange into a bloody war and her
crimes will not be lightly forgiven. If the couple weds, Sidonie will be disinherited. A union will only
be permitted if Imriel finds the mother he has never known and returns her to Court for execution.
But newer evils take precedence when a visiting diplomat casts a dark enchantment over the
d'Angeline Court. The sorcerer returns home with Sidonie in his thrall, and falsely-won pledges of
support in a foreign war. Imriel must evade bewitched friends and work with erstwhile enemies to
rescue Sidonie and pull the country back from the brink of conflict. And no one but him remembers
their forbidden romance.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: A Manual for Creating Atheists Peter Boghossian, 2014-07-01
For thousands of years, the faithful have honed proselytizing strategies and talked people into
believing the truth of one holy book or another. Indeed, the faithful often view converting others as
an obligation of their faith—and are trained from an early age to spread their unique brand of
religion. The result is a world broken in large part by unquestioned faith. As an urgently needed
counter to this tried-and-true tradition of religious evangelism, A Manual for Creating Atheists offers
the first-ever guide not for talking people into faith—but for talking them out of it. Peter Boghossian
draws on the tools he has developed and used for more than 20 years as a philosopher and educator
to teach how to engage the faithful in conversations that will help them value reason and rationality,
cast doubt on their religious beliefs, mistrust their faith, abandon superstition and irrationality, and
ultimately embrace reason.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Mohsin Hamid's The Reluctant Fundamentalist Keren
Shlezinger, 2010 Insight Text Guides are written by practising English teachers, professional
writers, reviewers and academics who are experts in their fields. Over 110 titles covering poetry,
films, books and plays. Features: Character map; About the author; Synopsis and character
summaries; Context and background notes; Genre, structure and style; Chapter-by-chapter analysis
or scene-by-scene analysis; Characters and relationships; Themes, issues and values; Different
interpretations; Essay questions; Guidelines on essay writing; Analysis of a sample question; Sample
answer; References: further reading, films, websites.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Re-Orientalism and South Asian Identity Politics Lisa Lau, Ana
Cristina Mendes, 2012-05-23 This volume explores various new forms, objects and modes of
circulation that sustain this renovated form of Orientalism in South Asian culture. The contributors
identify and engage with pressing recent debates about postcolonial South Asian identity politics,
discussing a range of different texts and films such as The White Tiger, Bride & Prejudice and Kama
Sutra: A Tale of Love.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: A Good Country Laleh Khadivi, 2017-05-23 A powerful (NYT)
timely novel about the radicalization of a Muslim teen in California--about where identity truly lies
and how we find it. Laguna Beach, California, 2011. Alireza Courdee, a 16-year-old straight-A
student and chemistry whiz, takes his first hit of pot. In as long as it takes to inhale and exhale, he is
transformed from the high-achieving son of Iranian immigrants into a happy-go-lucky stoner. He
loses his virginity, takes up surfing, and sneaks away to all-night raves. For the first time, Reza--now



Rez--feels like an American teen. Life is smooth; even lying to his strict parents comes easily. But
then he changes again, falling out with the bad-boy surfers and in with a group of kids more awake
to the world around them, who share his background, and whose ideas fill him with a very different
sense of purpose. Within a year, Reza and his girlfriend are making their way to Syria to be part of a
Muslim nation rising from the ashes of the civil war. Timely, nuanced, and emotionally forceful, A
Good Country is a gorgeous meditation on modern life, religious radicalization, and a young man
caught among vastly different worlds. What we are left with at the dramatic end is not an
assessment of good or evil, East versus West, but a lingering question that applies to all modern
souls: Do we decide how to live, or is our life decided for us?
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Terrorist John Updike, 2007-07-26 In his extraordinary and
highly charged new novel, John Updike tackles one of America's most burning issues – the threat of
Islamist terror from within. Set in contemporary New Jersey, Terrorist traces the journey of one
young man, from radicalism to fundamentalism to terrorism, against the backdrop of a fraying urban
landscape and an increasingly fragmented community. In beautiful prose, Updike dramatizes the
logic of the fundamentalist terrorist – but also suggests ways in which we can counter it, in our
words and our actions . . .
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Every Square Inch Bruce Riley Ashford, 2015-03-10 Jesus is
Lord over everything. So his lordship should shape every aspect of life. But what impact does faith
really have on our day-today existence? And how should we, as Christians, interact with the culture?
In Every Square Inch, Bruce Ashford skillfully navigates such questions. Drawing on sources like
Abraham Kuyper, C.S. Lewis, and Francis Schaeffer, he shows how our faith is relevant to all
dimensions of culture. The gospel informs everything we do. We cannot maintain the artificial
distinction between sacred and secular. We must proclaim Jesus with our lips and promote him with
our lives, no matter what cultural contexts we may find ourselves in.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Peace Kills P. J. O'Rourke, 2005-04 O'Rourke casts his
ever-shrewd and mordant eye on America's latest adventures in warfare. He is both incisive reporter
and absurdist, relevant and irreverent, with a clear eye for everyone's confusion, including his own.
O'Rourke understands that peace is sometimes one of the most troubling aspects of war.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: The Last White Man Mohsin Hamid, 2022-08-29 One morning,
Anders wakes to find that his skin has turned dark, his reflection a stranger to him. At first he tells
only Oona, an old friend, newly a lover. Soon, reports of similar occurrences surface across the land.
Some see in the transformations the long-dreaded overturning of an established order, to be resisted
to a bitter end. In many, like Anders's father and Oona's mother, a sense of profound loss wars with
profound love. As the bond between Anders and Oona deepens, change takes on a different shading:
a chance to see one another, face to face, anew.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: The Gift of Death Jacques Derrida, 1996-06 In The Gift of
Death, Jacques Derrida's most sustained consideration of religion to date, he continues to explore
questions introduced in Given Time about the limits of the rational and responsible that one reaches
in granting or accepting death, whether by sacrifice, murder, execution, or suicide. Derrida analyzes
Patocka's Heretical Essays on the History of Philosophy and develops and compares his ideas to the
works of Heidegger, Levinas, and Kierkegaard. A major work, The Gift of Death resonates with much
of Derrida's earlier writing and will be of interest to scholars in anthropology, philosophy, and
literary criticism, along with scholars of ethics and religion. The Gift of Death is Derrida's
long-awaited deconstruction of the foundations of the project of a philosophical ethics, and it will
long be regarded as one of the most significant of his many writings.—Choice An important
contribution to the critical study of ethics that commends itself to philosophers, social scientists,
scholars of relgion . . . [and those] made curious by the controversy that so often attends
Derrida.—Booklist Derrida stares death in the face in this dense but rewarding inquiry. . . .
Provocative.—Publishers Weekly
  the reluctant fundamentalist: The Good Life Jay McInerney, 2007 Gensyn med nogle af
personerne fra romanen Brightness Falls (1992), som nu 10 år efter oplever 9/11 på nærmeste hold,



en begivenhed som ændrer deres liv for altid og får dem til at reflektere over tilværelsens virkelige
værdier
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Exit West Mohsin Hamid, 2017-03-07 FINALIST FOR THE
BOOKER PRIZE & WINNER OF THE L.A. TIMES BOOK PRIZE FOR FICTION and THE ASPEN
WORDS LITERARY PRIZE “It was as if Hamid knew what was going to happen to America and the
world, and gave us a road map to our future… At once terrifying and … oddly hopeful.” —Ayelet
Waldman, The New York Times Book Review “Moving, audacious, and indelibly human.”
—Entertainment Weekly, “A” rating The New York Times bestselling novel: an astonishingly
visionary love story that imagines the forces that drive ordinary people from their homes into the
uncertain embrace of new lands, from the author of The Reluctant Fundamentalist and the
forthcoming The Last White Man. In a country teetering on the brink of civil war, two young people
meet—sensual, fiercely independent Nadia and gentle, restrained Saeed. They embark on a furtive
love affair, and are soon cloistered in a premature intimacy by the unrest roiling their city. When it
explodes, turning familiar streets into a patchwork of checkpoints and bomb blasts, they begin to
hear whispers about doors—doors that can whisk people far away, if perilously and for a price. As
the violence escalates, Nadia and Saeed decide that they no longer have a choice. Leaving their
homeland and their old lives behind, they find a door and step through. . . . Exit West follows these
remarkable characters as they emerge into an alien and uncertain future, struggling to hold on to
each other, to their past, to the very sense of who they are. Profoundly intimate and powerfully
inventive, it tells an unforgettable story of love, loyalty, and courage that is both completely of our
time and for all time.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: 'Post'-9/11 South Asian Diasporic Fiction P. Liao,
2013-01-01 While much of the critical discussion about the emerging genre of 9/11 fiction has
centred on the trauma of 9/11 and on novels by EuroAmerican writers, this book draws attention to
the diversity of what might be meant by post -9/11 by exploring the themes of uncanny terror
through a close reading of four post -9/11 South Asian diasporic fictions.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Once in a Promised Land Laila Halaby, 2008-01-15 They say
there was or there wasn't in olden times a story as old as life, as young as this moment, a story that
is yours and is mine. Once in a Promised Land is the story of Jassim and Salwa, who left the deserts
of their native Jordan for those of Arizona, each chasing mirages of opportunity and freedom.
Although the couple live far from Ground Zero, they cannot escape the dust cloud of paranoia
settling over the nation. A hydrologist, Jassim believes passionately in his mission to make water
accessible to all people, but his work is threatened by an FBI witch hunt for domestic terrorists. A
Palestinian now twice displaced, Salwa embraces the American dream. She grapples to put down
roots in an unwelcoming climate, becoming pregnant against her husband's wishes. When Jassim
kills a teenage boy in a terrible accident and Salwa becomes hopelessly entangled with a shadowy
young American, their tenuous lives in exile and their fragile marriage begin to unravel. Once in a
Promised Land is a dramatic and achingly honest look at what it means to straddle cultures, to be
viewed with suspicion, and to struggle to find safe haven.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: MOHSIN HAMID'S THE RELUCTANT FUNDAMENTALIST
KEREN. SHLEZINGER, 2015
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Winnie and Wolf A. N. Wilson, 2009-10-27 Winnie and Wolf is
the story of the extraordinary friendship between Winifred Wagner and Adolf Hitler in the Years
between the First and Second World Wars. The girl who would become Winifred Wagner was raised
in an orphanage and married, at the age of eighteen, to the gay son of composer Richard Wagner. As
heiress to the country's most august cultural legacy, she grows up in the Wagner family compound,
surrounded by the philosophers and composers who would define western European culture in the
mid-twentieth century. In 1923, the Wagners met the man who would be their hero and hope for the
future: a wild-eyed Viennese opera fanatic named Adolf Hitler. Almost immediately Winnie and Wolf
struck up an intimate friendship. In A. N. Wilson's most bold and ambitious novel yet, the world of
the Weimar Republic comes to vivid life as the backdrop to this strange and powerful kinship.



  the reluctant fundamentalist: Family Life: A Novel Akhil Sharma, 2014-04-07 One of The
Atlantic's Great American Novels Winner of the 2016 International Dublin Literary Award
Gorgeously tender at its core…beautiful, heartstopping…Family Life really blazes. —Sonali
Deraniyagala, New York Times Book Review Hailed as a supreme storyteller (Philadelphia Inquirer)
for his cunning, dismaying and beautifully conceived fiction (New York Times), Akhil Sharma is
possessed of a narrative voice as hypnotic as those found in the pages of Dostoyevsky (The Nation).
In his highly anticipated second novel, Family Life, he delivers a story of astonishing intensity and
emotional precision. We meet the Mishra family in Delhi in 1978, where eight-year-old Ajay and his
older brother Birju play cricket in the streets, waiting for the day when their plane tickets will arrive
and they and their mother can fly across the world and join their father in America. America to the
Mishras is, indeed, everything they could have imagined and more: when automatic glass doors open
before them, they feel that surely they must have been mistaken for somebody important. Pressing
an elevator button and the elevator closing its doors and rising, they have a feeling of power at the
fact that the elevator is obeying them. Life is extraordinary until tragedy strikes, leaving one brother
severely brain-damaged and the other lost and virtually orphaned in a strange land. Ajay, the
family’s younger son, prays to a God he envisions as Superman, longing to find his place amid the
ruins of his family’s new life. Heart-wrenching and darkly funny, Family Life is a universal story of a
boy torn between duty and his own survival.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: And China Has Hands H. T. Tsiang, 2016 Fiction. Asian &
Asian American Studies. Edited and with an Afterword by Floyd Cheung. Originally published in
1937, AND CHINA HAS HANDS, the final published novel of literary gadfly and political radical H.T.
Tsiang (1899 -1971) (author of The Hanging on Union Square), takes place in a 1930s New York
defined as much by chance encounters as by economic inequalities and corruption. Combining the
pointed, political brevity of Gertrude Stein with his very own characteristic humor, Tsiang shows us
the world of 1930s New York through the eyes of Wan-Lee Wong, a newly arrived, nearly penniless
Chinese immigrant everyman. Written with a poignant simplicity that mirrors Wong's own alienation
in a foreign land, this unusually intimate portrait of coming to race and class consciousness, set
against the backdrop of the Great Depression, illuminates the challenges endured by generations of
Chinese who tried to assimilate into an alien culture, pining in utter obscurity for their homeland.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Salt and Saffron Kamila Shamsie, 2011-06-06 _______________
'Beautifully written in cunning, punning, glancing prose' - Independent 'A whirlwind ... Owes plenty
to Salman Rushdie and some to Hollywood ... Exuberant, knowingly exotic and deceptively serious' -
Guardian 'Kamila Shamsie has created a rich, bright world' - Times Literary Supplement
_______________ BY THE ACCLAIMED WINNER OF THE WOMEN'S PRIZE FOR FICTION The
Dard-e-Dils are characterised by their prominent clavicles and love of stories. Aliya may not have
inherited her family's patrician looks, but she is prey to their legends that stretch back to the days of
Timur Lang. There is a sting to most of these tales, for the Dard-e-Dils consider themselves cursed
by their 'not-quite' twins. Amidst her growing attraction to a boy from the wrong side of the tracks,
Aliya begins to believe that she is another 'not-quite' twin, linked to her scandalous aunt Mariam in a
way that hardly bodes well... _______________ 'A funny, clever and romantic story' - Barbara Trapido
'The stories within the stories describe Pakistani society, its peoples and its mores, better than
anything that has come from the Other Side for a long time. This is a good read' - India Today
  the reluctant fundamentalist: How to Read Like a Writer Mike Bunn, When you Read Like
a Writer (RLW) you work to identify some of the choices the author made so that you can better
understand how such choices might arise in your own writing. The idea is to carefully examine the
things you read, looking at the writerly techniques in the text in order to decide if you might want to
adopt similar (or the same) techniques in your writing. You are reading to learn about writing.
Instead of reading for content or to better understand the ideas in the writing (which you will
automatically do to some degree anyway), you are trying to understand how the piece of writing was
put together by the author and what you can learn about writing by reading a particular text. As you
read in this way, you think about how the choices the author made and the techniques that he/she



used are influencing your own responses as a reader. What is it about the way this text is written
that makes you feel and respond the way you do?
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Women and Men Joseph McElroy, 2023-01-17 Beginning in
childbirth and entered like a multiple dwelling in motion, Women and Men embraces and anatomizes
the 1970s in New York - from experiments in the chaotic relations between the sexes to the flux of
the city itself. Yet through an intricate overlay of scenes, voices, fact, and myth, this expanding
fiction finds its way also across continents and into earlier and future times and indeed the Earth, to
reveal connections between the most disparate lives and systems of feeling and power. At its
breathing heart, it plots the fuguelike and fieldlike densities of late-twentieth-century life. McElroy
rests a global vision on two people, apartment-house neighbors who never quite meet. Except, that
is, in the population of others whose histories cross theirs believers and skeptics; lovers, friends, and
hermits; children, parents, grandparents, avatars, and, apparently, angels. For Women and Men
shows how the families through which we pass let one person's experience belong to that of many,
so that we throw light on each other as if these kinships were refracted lives so real as to be
reincarnate. A mirror of manners, the book is also a meditation on the languages, rich, ludicrous,
exact, and also American, in which we try to grasp the world we're in. Along the kindred axes of
separation and intimacy Women and Men extends the great line of twentieth-century innovative
fiction.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: The Secret of Dreadwillow Carse Brian Farrey, 2016-04-19 A
princess and a peasant girl embark on a dangerous quest to outwit a warning foretelling the fall of
the Monarchy. In the center of the verdant Monarchy lies Dreadwillow Carse, a desolate bog the
people of the land do their best to ignore. Little is known about it except an ominous warning: If any
monarch enters Dreadwillow Carse, then the Monarchy will fall. Twelve-year-old Princess Jeniah
yearns to know what the marsh could conceal that might topple her family’s thousand-year reign.
After a chance meeting, Princess Jeniah strikes a secret deal with Aon, a girl from a nearby village:
Aon will explore the Carse on the princess’s behalf, and Jeniah will locate Aon’s missing father. But
when Aon doesn’t return from the Carse, a guilt-stricken Jeniah must try and rescue her
friend—even if it means risking the entire Monarchy. In this thrilling modern fairytale, Brian Farrey
has created an exciting new world where friendship is more powerful than fate and the most
important thing is to question everything.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Vishnu's Crowded Temple Maria Misra, 2008-01-01 As it enters
its sixtieth year of independence, India stands on the threshold of superpower status. Yet India is
strikingly different from all other global colossi. While it is the world's most populous democracy and
enjoys the benefits of its internationally competitive high-tech and software industries, India also
contends with extremes of poverty, inequality, and political and religious violence. This accessible
and vividly written book presents a new interpretation of India's history, focusing particular
attention on the impact of British imperialism on Independent India. Maria Misra begins with the
rebellion against the British in 1857 and tracks the country's advance to the present day. India's
extremes persist, the author argues, because its politics rest upon a peculiar foundation in which
traditional ideas of hierarchy, difference, and privilege coexist to a remarkable degree with modern
notions of equality and democracy. The challenge of India's leaders today, as in the last sixty years,
is to weave together the disparate threads of the nation's ancient culture, colonial legacy, and
modern experience.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: The Whistling Season Ivan Doig, 2006 The saga of how a
widow from Minneapolis and her brother--soon to become the new teacher in a tiny Montana
community in 1909--change lives in unexpected ways has all the charm of old-school storytelling,
from Dickens to Laura Ingalls Wilder.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Lost Christianities Bart D. Ehrman, 2005-09-15 The early
Christian Church was a chaos of contending beliefs. Some groups of Christians claimed that there
was not one God but two or twelve or thirty. Some believed that the world had not been created by
God but by a lesser, ignorant deity. Certain sects maintained that Jesus was human but not divine,



while others said he was divine but not human. In Lost Christianities, Bart D. Ehrman offers a
fascinating look at these early forms of Christianity and shows how they came to be suppressed,
reformed, or forgotten. All of these groups insisted that they upheld the teachings of Jesus and his
apostles, and they all possessed writings that bore out their claims, books reputedly produced by
Jesus's own followers. Modern archaeological work has recovered a number of key texts, and as
Ehrman shows, these spectacular discoveries reveal religious diversity that says much about the
ways in which history gets written by the winners. Ehrman's discussion ranges from considerations
of various lost scriptures--including forged gospels supposedly written by Simon Peter, Jesus's
closest disciple, and Judas Thomas, Jesus's alleged twin brother--to the disparate beliefs of such
groups as the Jewish-Christian Ebionites, the anti-Jewish Marcionites, and various Gnostic sects.
Ehrman examines in depth the battles that raged between proto-orthodox Christians--those who
eventually compiled the canonical books of the New Testament and standardized Christian
belief--and the groups they denounced as heretics and ultimately overcame. Scrupulously researched
and lucidly written, Lost Christianities is an eye-opening account of politics, power, and the clash of
ideas among Christians in the decades before one group came to see its views prevail.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Neap Tony Thompson, 2010
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Distant Shores Kristin Hannah, 2011-06-28 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • “Hannah examines whether love and commitment are enough to sustain a marriage
when two people who have put their individual dreams on ice get a chance to defrost them . . . in
fast-moving prose punctuated by snappy asides.”—People Elizabeth and Jackson Shore married
young, raised two daughters, and weathered the storms of youth as they built a family. From a
distance, their lives look picture perfect. But after the girls leave home, Jack and Elizabeth quietly
drift apart. When Jack accepts a wonderful new job, Elizabeth puts her own needs aside to follow
him across the country. Then tragedy turns Elizabeth’s world upside down. In the aftermath, she
questions everything about her life—her choices, her marriage, even her long-forgotten dreams. In a
daring move that shocks her husband, friends, and daughters, she lets go of the woman she has
become—and reaches out for the woman she wants to be.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Our Kind of People Carol Wallace, 2022-01-11 Fans of
Bridgerton will love this exuberant novel of manners for our own gilded age (Stacy Schiff, author of
Cleopatra) as we follow the Wilcox family's journey through riches and ruin. Among New York City's
Gilded Age elite, one family will defy convention. Helen Wilcox has one desire: to successfully launch
her daughters into society. From the upper crust herself, Helen's unconventional--if happy--marriage
has made the girls' social position precarious. Then her husband gambles the family fortunes on an
elevated railroad that he claims will transform the face of the city and the way the people of New
York live, but will it ruin the Wilcoxes first? As daughters Jemima and Alice navigate the rise and fall
of their family--each is forced to re-examine who she is, and even who she is meant to love. From the
author of To Marry an English Lord, an inspiration for Downton Abbey, comes a charming and
cutthroat tale of a world in which an invitation or an avoided glance can be the difference between
fortune and ruin.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: The Hawk Monica McCarty, 2010-08-31 THE LEGEND OF THE
HIGHLAND GUARD CONTINUES. . . . Handpicked by Robert the Bruce to help him in his quest to
free Scotland from English rule, the elite warriors of the Highland Guard face their darkest days.
When Bruce is forced to flee, his bid for freedom rests on the shoulders of one extraordinary warrior.
Erik MacSorley is a brilliant seafarer who has never encountered a wind he could not harness or a
woman he could not win—until he drags a wet, half-naked “nursemaid” out of the waters off the Irish
coast. Ellie’s ordinary appearance belies the truth: She is in fact Lady Elyne de Burgh, the spirited
daughter of the most powerful noble in Ireland. Worse, this irresistible woman is determined to
prove herself immune to Erik’s charms—a challenge he cannot resist. Her captor may look every
inch a rugged warrior, but Ellie vows that it will take more than a wickedly suggestive caress to
impress her. Yet Erik will sweep away Ellie’s resistance with a desire that resonates deep within her
heart. Still, he is a man driven by loyalty, and she is a woman with secrets that could jeopardize



Bruce’s chance to reclaim his throne. As the battle for king and country sounds across the shores,
will Ellie’s love be enough to finally tame the legend known as the Hawk? Surrender to the pleasure
of this novel from the Highland Guard series
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Lunch With a Bigot Amitava Kumar, 2015-05-29 To be a writer,
Amitava Kumar says, is to be an observer. The twenty-six essays in Lunch with a Bigot are Kumar's
observations of the world put into words. A mix of memoir, reportage, and criticism, the essays
include encounters with writers Salman Rushdie and Arundhati Roy, discussions on the craft of
writing, and a portrait of the struggles of a Bollywood actor. The title essay is Kumar's account of his
visit to a member of an ultra-right Hindu organization who put him on a hit-list. In these and other
essays, Kumar tells a broader story of immigration, change, and a shift to a more globalized
existence, all the while demonstrating how he practices being a writer in the world.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Goddess of the Hunt Tessa Dare, 2009-07-28 In this lush and
seductive novel, exciting new author Tessa Dare takes desire to brazen heights. Ever the bold
adventuress, Lucy Waltham has decided to go hunting for a husband. But first she needs some target
practice. So she turns to her brother’ s best friend, Jeremy Trescott, the Earl of Kendall, to hone her
seductive wiles on him before setting her sights on another man. But her practice kisses spark a
smoldering passion–one that could send all her plans up in smoke. Jeremy has an influential title, a
vast fortune, and a painful past full of long-buried secrets. He keeps a safe distance from his own
emotions, but to distract Lucy from her reckless scheming, he must give his passions free rein. Their
sensual battle of wills is as maddening as it is delicious, but the longer he succeeds in managing the
headstrong temptress, the closer Jeremy comes to losing control. When scandal breaks, can he bring
himself to abandon Lucy to her ruin? Or will he risk his heart and claim her for his own?
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Critical Stylistics Lesley Jeffries, 2017-09-16 This original and
engaging textbook is concerned with stylistic choices, and the textual analysis which can illuminate
the choices that a text producer has made. It combines the strengths of two approaches – critical
discourse analysis and stylistics – to uncover the deep-seated ideologies of everyday texts. In so
doing, it introduces a comprehensive set of tools which will help readers to explain and analyse the
power of written texts. Each chapter focuses on a particular linguistic feature – such as naming and
describing, prioritizing, negating, and hypothesizing – gives an overview of its argument and then
explains the technical aspects of the feature along with a wealth of examples. This book will be ideal
reading for students on a wide range of courses, including stylistics, discourse analysis, critical
discourse analysis, English functional grammar and advanced composition.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: Passport Photos Amitava Kumar, 2023-11-10 Passport Photos,
a self-conscious act of artistic and intellectual forgery, is a report on the immigrant condition. A
multigenre book combining theory, poetry, cultural criticism, and photography, it explores the
complexities of the immigration experience, intervening in the impersonal language of the state.
Passport Photos joins books by writers like Edward Said and Trinh T. Minh-ha in the search for a
new poetics and politics of diaspora. Organized as a passport, Passport Photos is a unique work,
taking as its object of analysis and engagement the lived experience of post-coloniality--especially in
the United States and India. The book is a collage, moving back and forth between places, historical
moments, voices, and levels of analysis. Seeking to link cultural, political, and aesthetic critiques, it
weaves together issues as diverse as Indian fiction written in English, signs put up by the border
patrol at the U.S.-Tijuana border, ethnic restaurants in New York City, the history of Indian
indenture in Trinidad, Native Americans at the Superbowl, and much more. The borders this book
crosses again and again are those where critical theory meets popular journalism, and where
political poetry encounters the work of documentary photography. The argument for such border
crossings lies in the reality of people's lives. This thought-provoking book explores that reality, as it
brings postcolonial theory to a personal level and investigates global influences on local lives of
immigrants.
  the reluctant fundamentalist: In Other Rooms, Other Wonders Daniyal Mueenuddin,
2011-10-01 Moving from the elegant drawing rooms of Lahore to the mud villages of rural Multan, a



powerful collection of short stories about feudal Pakistan. An impoverished young woman becomes a
wealthy relative’s mistress; an electrician on the make confronts his desperate assailant to protect
his most prized possession; a farm manager rises far in the world—but his family discovers after his
death the transience of power; a maid, who advances herself through sexual favours, unexpectedly
falls in love. In these linked stories about the family and household staff of the ageing KK Harouni,
we meet masters and servants, landlords and supplicants, politicians and electricians, village
women, and Karachi housewives. Part Chekhov, part RK Narayan, these stories are dark and light,
complex and humane; at heart about the relationship between the powerful and powerless, bound
together in life—and in death. Together they make up a vivid portrait of a feudal world rarely
brought alive in the English language. Sensuous, graceful, melancholy, In Other Rooms, Other
Wonders gives you Pakistan as you have never seen it. It marks the debut of an amazing new talent.
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