the house of the scorpion

the house of the scorpion is a compelling dystopian novel that captivates readers with its richly
developed characters, thought-provoking themes, and intense narrative. This article provides a
comprehensive analysis of the house of the scorpion, exploring its plot, characters, major themes,
and the significant impact it has had on young adult literature. Readers will discover insights into
the story’s setting, learn about its celebrated author Nancy Farmer, and gain an understanding of
why the house of the scorpion remains a relevant and influential book. Whether you are a fan of
science fiction, interested in genetic engineering, or simply curious about this award-winning novel,
this article offers valuable information and a deeper appreciation for the house of the scorpion.
Continue reading to explore key aspects, memorable moments, and the lasting significance of this
notable work.
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Overview of The House of the Scorpion

The house of the scorpion is a critically acclaimed science fiction novel written by Nancy Farmer.
First published in 2002, the book is recognized for its imaginative narrative and exploration of
complex ethical issues. Set in a future where cloning and genetic engineering are realities, the story
follows the life of Matteo Alacran, a young clone living in a powerful drug lord's estate. The house of
the scorpion has received widespread praise for its gripping storytelling, layered characters, and
philosophical depth. Its blend of adventure, suspense, and social commentary has made it a staple in
young adult literature and a frequent choice for classroom discussions and book clubs.

Background and Setting

The setting of the house of the scorpion plays a crucial role in shaping the novel’s atmosphere and



themes. The story unfolds in a futuristic world along the border between the United States and a
fictional country called Opium. Opium is a narrow strip of land ruled by El Patrén, a powerful drug
lord whose empire is sustained by genetically modified poppy fields and a labor force of
“eejits”—humans with implanted computer chips. This isolated and technologically advanced society
is marked by strict hierarchies and moral ambiguity. The house of the scorpion uses its setting to
examine issues of power, corruption, and the consequences of scientific advancement.

Major Characters

Matteo “Matt” Alacran

Matt is the protagonist of the house of the scorpion. He is the clone of El Patrdn, created to serve as
a source of organ transplants. Despite his origins, Matt develops his own identity and struggles with
questions of humanity and self-worth. His journey from naive innocence to self-awareness forms the
heart of the novel.

El Patron

El Patrdn is the ruthless leader of Opium and the original source of Matt’s DNA. He is feared and
respected by all, wielding absolute control over his estate. El Patrén’s obsession with immortality
and power makes him both a protector and a threat to Matt.

Celia

Celia is Matt’s devoted caretaker and mother figure. She works in El Patron’s mansion and is
fiercely protective of Matt, providing him with love and guidance. Her moral strength and
compassion are pivotal to Matt’s development.

Tom, Maria, and Other Supporting Characters

e Tom: A cruel and manipulative boy in the Alacran family who becomes an antagonist to Matt.

e Maria: A kind-hearted girl who befriends Matt, serving as his emotional anchor throughout the
story.

e Mr. Mendoza, Rosa, and Tam Lin: Key figures who influence Matt’s life, representing various
aspects of loyalty, betrayal, and morality.

Plot Summary and Story Arc

The house of the scorpion begins with Matt’s secret upbringing in Celia’s small house, hidden from



the rest of the estate. When he is discovered, Matt is thrust into a world of privilege and danger,
facing discrimination and hostility due to his status as a clone. As El Patron’s health declines, Matt
learns the true reason for his existence: he is a living organ bank for EI Patron’s continued survival.
Facing threats from family members and estate workers, Matt’s journey becomes one of self-
discovery and resistance. He escapes from Opium, encounters orphaned children known as “Lost
Boys,” and exposes the corruption of the ruling elite. The house of the scorpion concludes with Matt
returning to Opium and confronting the legacy of El Patrén, ultimately choosing a path of justice and
compassion.

Key Themes in The House of the Scorpion

Identity and Humanity

One of the central themes in the house of the scorpion is the exploration of identity and what it
means to be human. Matt’s struggle to define himself beyond his origins as a clone drives much of
the narrative. The novel asks readers to consider the value of individuality, personal choice, and
moral agency.

Ethics of Science and Cloning

The ethical implications of cloning and genetic engineering are integral to the story. Through Matt’s
experiences, the house of the scorpion examines questions about the rights of clones, the
responsibilities of creators, and the dangers of scientific exploitation. The treatment of clones and
“eejits” highlights the potential for abuse in unchecked technological advancement.

Power, Corruption, and Social Hierarchy

» The use and abuse of power by El Patron and other estate leaders.
e The rigid social hierarchy separating clones, humans, and eejits.

e The corrupt systems that sustain the drug empire and its moral consequences.

Loyalty, Friendship, and Sacrifice

Matt’s relationships with Celia, Maria, and Tam Lin emphasize the importance of loyalty and
friendship in overcoming adversity. The sacrifices made by these characters illustrate the value of
compassion and selflessness.



Critical Reception and Awards

The house of the scorpion has received numerous accolades since its publication. It won the National
Book Award for Young People’s Literature, the Newbery Honor, and the Printz Honor, among others.
Critics have praised Nancy Farmer’s skillful storytelling, world-building, and ability to address
complex moral questions in a way that is accessible to young readers. The novel’s combination of
suspense, science fiction, and ethical inquiry has secured its place as a modern classic in young
adult literature.

Impact on Young Adult Literature

The house of the scorpion has significantly influenced the landscape of young adult fiction by
introducing challenging themes and sophisticated narratives. Its success paved the way for other
dystopian novels that tackle issues such as genetic engineering, identity, and social justice. The book
is frequently included in educational curricula, serving as a catalyst for discussions about bioethics,
personal autonomy, and the nature of humanity. Nancy Farmer’s work has inspired readers and
writers alike, solidifying the house of the scorpion as a touchstone for thought-provoking literature
aimed at teens and adults.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the central conflict in the house of the scorpion?

A: The central conflict revolves around Matt’s struggle for identity and survival as a clone in a
society that views him as less than human. He must contend with the expectations and dangers
posed by El Patron and the Alacran family while searching for his own sense of worth.

Q: Who is the author of the house of the scorpion?

A: The house of the scorpion was written by Nancy Farmer, an award-winning author known for her
imaginative and socially relevant works of young adult fiction.

Q: What awards has the house of the scorpion won?

A: The house of the scorpion has received the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature,
the Newbery Honor, and the Printz Honor, among other prestigious recognitions.

Q: What are “eejits” in the house of the scorpion?

A: “Eejits” are humans implanted with computer chips in their brains, making them obedient
workers who lack free will. They are used as laborers in Opium’s poppy fields.



Q: What themes does the house of the scorpion explore?

A: The novel explores themes such as identity, humanity, bioethics, power, corruption, loyalty, and
social hierarchy.

Q: Why is Matt considered different from other clones in the
house of the scorpion?

A: Matt is unique because he is allowed to grow up as a child rather than being immediately used for
organ harvesting. He develops his own personality and sense of self, which sets him apart from other
clones.

Q: How does the house of the scorpion address the ethics of
cloning?

A: The book raises questions about the moral rights of clones, the responsibilities of those who
create them, and the dangers of treating living beings as commodities.

Q: What is the setting of the house of the scorpion?

A: The story is set in a futuristic borderland called Opium, situated between the United States and
Aztlan, a fictional country.

Q: Is the house of the scorpion suitable for classroom study?

A: Yes, the house of the scorpion is widely used in educational settings due to its engaging narrative
and the opportunity it provides for discussions on ethics, science, and human rights.
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Are you ready to enter a world where genetic engineering has blurred the lines between human and
animal, where power corrupts absolutely, and where one boy's journey holds the key to a revolution?
Then prepare yourself for a captivating exploration of Nancy Farmer's The House of the Scorpion, a
young adult dystopian novel that continues to resonate with readers long after they've turned the
final page. This blog post will delve into the compelling narrative, explore its powerful themes, and
analyze its enduring impact on readers and critics alike. We'll unpack the complex characters,
dissect the social commentary, and ultimately, help you understand why The House of the Scorpion
remains a must-read.

The Intriguing World of Opium and Genetic Engineering:
Setting the Stage

The House of the Scorpion isn't just a story; it's an experience. Farmer meticulously crafts a world
steeped in realistic detail, despite its fantastical elements. The setting, a fictionalized version of a
future Mexico, is a land ravaged by drug wars and social inequality. The powerful drug cartels
control vast swathes of territory, shaping the political landscape and influencing the lives of ordinary
citizens. This backdrop immediately sets a tense and morally complex atmosphere. The novel's
unique focus on genetic engineering adds another layer of intricacy. The cloning of humans,
particularly the creation of Matt, the protagonist, introduces ethical dilemmas that are both thought-
provoking and unsettling. This juxtaposition of a realistic setting with futuristic biotechnology makes
the world feel both familiar and utterly alien, drawing the reader in immediately.

Matt’s Journey: A Boy Caught in the Crosshairs of Power

Matt, a clone created to serve as a living spare parts supplier for the powerful drug lord El Patron, is
the heart of the narrative. His journey isn't simply about survival; it’s about self-discovery. Initially,
Matt is unaware of his true nature, living a life of privilege and relative comfort within El Patron's
opulent estate, "The House of the Scorpion." As he matures, he uncovers the truth of his existence,
leading to a profound existential crisis. This revelation compels him to question his identity, his
purpose, and his place in a world that values him solely for his genetic material. Matt’s struggle to
find his own humanity amidst the ethical complexities of his creation forms the emotional core of the
novel.

#### Exploring Key Relationships: Love, Loyalty, and Betrayal

Matt's relationships are pivotal to his development and the unfolding narrative. His connection with
Celia, a compassionate housekeeper, becomes a source of love and guidance. Their bond provides a
stark contrast to the manipulative and often exploitative relationships that surround Matt within the
drug cartel's sphere of influence. The complex dynamics with other characters, such as the
ambitious and calculating Tom, and the enigmatic and powerful El Patrén himself, reveal the
multifaceted nature of human relationships and the consequences of unchecked power. These
relationships are not simply good versus evil but nuanced, reflecting the gray areas of morality that
define the novel's complex world.



Themes of Identity, Morality, and Social Injustice

The House of the Scorpion isn't just an exciting adventure; it tackles weighty themes with
remarkable depth. The exploration of identity, particularly Matt's struggle to define himself beyond
his genetic blueprint, is central to the novel. This is intertwined with the overarching theme of
morality, challenging readers to question ethical boundaries in a world where genetic engineering
has blurred the lines of what it means to be human. Farmer doesn't shy away from exploring the
harsh realities of social injustice, highlighting the devastating consequences of unchecked power,
economic disparity, and the exploitation of the vulnerable. These potent themes resonate far beyond
the pages of the book, prompting reflection on our own society and its inherent inequalities.

##+#4# The Power of Choice and the Fight for Freedom

Despite the seemingly bleak dystopian setting, The House of the Scorpion ultimately offers a
message of hope. Matt's journey is a testament to the power of choice and the enduring human
spirit. He makes difficult decisions, facing betrayal and adversity with remarkable resilience. His
struggle to find his own path, to forge his own identity, becomes a powerful symbol of the fight for
freedom and self-determination. The ending, while bittersweet, leaves the reader with a sense of
optimism, suggesting that even in the darkest of times, there is always the potential for change and
the possibility of a better future.

The Enduring Legacy of The House of the Scorpion

The House of the Scorpion has captivated readers and critics alike for its compelling narrative, its
thought-provoking themes, and its unflinching portrayal of a morally complex world. Its continued
popularity is a testament to its enduring relevance, prompting conversations about ethical dilemmas,
social injustice, and the very nature of humanity. The book's success in engaging young adults with
such complex issues is a remarkable achievement, solidifying its place as a significant work in young
adult literature.

Conclusion:

Nancy Farmer's The House of the Scorpion is more than just a young adult dystopian novel; it's a
powerful exploration of identity, morality, and social injustice, set against the backdrop of a richly
detailed and unsettling future. Its exploration of complex themes, compelling characters, and
thought-provoking narrative continue to resonate with readers, leaving a lasting impact long after
the book is finished.

FAQs:

1. Is The House of the Scorpion appropriate for all ages? While it's categorized as young adult
fiction, some themes (drug use, violence, ethical dilemmas) might be challenging for younger
readers. Parental guidance is recommended.



2. What are the main themes explored in the novel? Identity, morality, social injustice, the power of
choice, and the consequences of unchecked power are prominent themes.

3. How does the setting contribute to the story? The dystopian setting of a drug-ravaged future
Mexico, with its advanced genetic engineering, creates a compelling and morally complex backdrop
that enhances the narrative.

4. Is there a sequel to The House of the Scorpion? No, there is currently no sequel to The House of
the Scorpion.

5. What makes The House of the Scorpion stand out from other dystopian novels? Its unique blend of
realistic setting with futuristic biotechnology, its nuanced characters, and its deeply explored ethical
dilemmas differentiate it from many other dystopian works.

the house of the scorpion: The House of the Scorpion Nancy Farmer, 2013-08-01 Newberry
Honour Award Winner & National Book Award Winner. Matt is six years old when he discovers that
he is different from other children and other people. To most, Matt isn't considered a boy at all, but
a beast, dirty and disgusting. But to El Patron, lord of a country called Opium, Matt is the guarantee
of eternal life. El Patron loves Matt as he loves himself - for Matt is himself. They share the exact
same DNA. As Matt struggles to understand his existence and what that existence truly means, he is
threatened by a host of sinister and manipulating characters, from El Patron's power-hungry family
to the brain-deadened eejits and mindless slaves that toil Opium's poppy fields. Surrounded by a
dangerous army of bodyguards, escape is the only chance Matt has to survive. But even escape is no
guarantee of freedom . . . because Matt is marked by his difference in ways that he doesn't even
suspect. Praise for The House of Scorpions: 'It's a pleasure to read science fiction that's full of warm,
strong characters... that doesn't rely on violence as the solution to complex problems of right and
wrong. It's a pleasure to read.' Ursula K. LeGuin 'Fabulous' Diana Wynne Jones Also by Nancy
Farmer: The Sea of Trolls Land of the Silver Apples The Islands of the Blessed The Lord of Opium

the house of the scorpion: The House of the Scorpion Nancy Farmer, 2010-05-11 Discover this
internationally bestselling, National Book Award-winning young adult classic about what it means to
be human with an updated, reimagined cover! Matt Alacran wasn’t born. He was harvested. His
DNA came from EI Patrdn, the drug-lord ruler of the country of Opium. Most people hate and fear
clones like Matt—except for El Patrén. El Patron loves Matt as he loves himself, because Matt is
himself. As Matt struggles to understand his existence, he is threatened by a sinister cast of
characters, and realizes escape is his only chance to survive. But escape from the Alacran Estate is
no guarantee of freedom.

the house of the scorpion: The House of the Scorpion Nancy Farmer, 2002-09 A National Book
Award Winner-A Newbery Honor Book-Some see Matt as a beast. But for El Patrn, Matt is a
guarantee of eternal life, for they share the same DNA. Matt tries to understand his existence while
facing sinister characters. An Accelerated Reader-title for Ages 11 to 14.

the house of the scorpion: The House of the Scorpion Nancy Farmer, 2022-06-07 In a
future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone of El Patron, the
142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico and the United States.

the house of the scorpion: Lord of Opium Nancy Farmer, 2013-09-26 Matt has always been
nothing but a clone - an exact replica, grown from a strip of old El Patron's skin. Now, age fourteen,
Matt suddenly finds himself thrust into the position of ruling over his own country, Opium, on the
one-time border between the US and Mexico, stretching from the ruins of San Diego to the ruins of
Matamoros. But while Opium thrives, the rest of the world has been devastated by ecological
disaster... and hidden somewhere in Opium is the cure. And that isn't all that's hidden within the
depths of Opium. Matt is haunted by the ubiquitous army of eejits, zombie-like workers harnessed to




the old El Patron's sinister system of drug growing... people stripped of the very qualities which once
made them human. Matt wants to use his newfound power to help stop the suffering, but he can't
even find a way to smuggle his childhood love Maria across the border and into Opium. Instead, his
every move hits a roadblock - both from the traitors that surround him and from a voice within
himself. For who is Matt really but the clone of an evil, murderous dictator?

the house of the scorpion: The House of the Scorpion Nancy Farmer, 2022-09-06 In a future
where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone of El Patrén, the
142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico and the United States.

the house of the scorpion: The House of the Scorpion Nancy Farmer, 2002 Matteo Alacran
was not born; he was harvested with the DNA from El Patron, lord of a country called Opium. Can a
boy who was bred to guarantee another's survival find his own purpose in life? And can he ever be
free?

the house of the scorpion: A Girl Named Disaster Nancy Farmer, 2010-02-01 Orchard Classics
is a collectible hardcover line of Newbery award-winning titles from the Orchard backlist that have
fresh, beautiful new designs and include author prefaces and discussion guides.A GIRL NAMED
DISASTER is the humorous and heartwrenching story of young girl who discovers her own courage
and strength when she makes the dangerous journey from Mozambique to Zimbabwe. Nhamo is a
Shona girl living in a traditional village in Mozambique in 1981. When her family tries to force her
into a marriage with a cruel man, she flees. What was supposed to have been a short boat trip across
the border into Zimbabwe, where she hoped to find her father, turns into an adventure filled with
challenges and danger that lasts a year.

the house of the scorpion: The Lord of Opium Nancy Farmer, 2013-09-03 As the teenage ruler
of his own country, Matt must cope with clones and cartels in this riveting sequel to the modern
classic House of the Scorpion, winner of the National Book Award, a Newbery Honor, and a Printz
Honor. Matt has always been nothing but a clone--grown from a strip of old El Patron's skin. Now, at
age fourteen, he finds himself suddenly thrust into the position of ruling over his own country. The
Land of Opium is the largest territory of the Dope Confederacy, which ranges on the map like an
intestine from the ruins of San Diego to the ruins of Matamoros. But while Opium thrives, the rest of
the world has been devastated by ecological disaster--and hidden in Opium is the cure. And that isn't
all that awaits within the depths of Opium. Matt is haunted by the ubiquitous army of eejits,
zombielike workers harnessed to the old El Patron's sinister system of drug growing--people stripped
of the very qualities that once made them human. Matt wants to use his newfound power to help, to
stop the suffering, but he can't even find a way to smuggle his childhood love, Maria, across the
border and into Opium. Instead, his every move hits a roadblock, some from the enemies that
surround him...and some from a voice within himself. For who is Matt really, but the clone of an evil,
murderous dictator?

the house of the scorpion: Revenge of the Scorpion King (Underworlds #3) Tony Abbott,
2012-08-01 An action-packed, mythological chapter book series from Tony Abbott! The underworlds
are rising -- and no one is safe.Loki is waging war, and Pinewood Bluffs is about to become his
battlefield. Owen, Dana, Jon, and Sydney know they have to stop him. They'll do whatever it
takes.But when they stow away in Loki's sledge and emerge in a new, mysterious underworld they
know nothing about, things get complicated. The Babylonian underworld is dark as night and full of
vicious monsters, including the dreaded Scorpion King. Will Owen and his friends ever make it back
to Pinewood Bluffs?

the house of the scorpion: The Land of the Silver Apples Nancy Farmer, 2015-07-28 “Like the
druidic life force Jack taps, this hearty adventure, as personal as it is epic, will cradle readers in the
‘hollow of its hand’ (Booklist, starred review). Jack has caused an earthquake. He was trying to save
his sister Lucy from being thrown down a well, but sometimes the magic doesn’t quite work out. Not
only does Jack demolish a monastery, but Lucy is carried off by the Lady of the Lake, and Jack has to
follow her through the Hollow Road, which lies underground. Aided by Pega, a slave, and the
berserker Thorgil, Jack encounters hobgoblins, kelpies, yarthkins, and elves—not the enchanted



sprites one would expect, but fallen angels who steal human children for pets. In the eighth century,
the world is caught between belief in the Old Gods and Christianity, and what Jack and his
companions do will decide the fate of both religions. From National Book Award winner Nancy
Farmer, this second book in the Sea of Trolls trilogy brilliantly enlarges the world of the first story.
Look for the conclusion in The Islands of the Blessed.

the house of the scorpion: Long Lost Jacqueline West, 2021-05-18 “Perfect to be read late into
the night.”—Stefan Bachmann, internationally bestselling author of The Peculiar “A spooky
sisterhood mystery that is sure to be a hit with readers.”—School Library Journal (starred review)
“Grab a flashlight and stay up late with this one.”—Kirkus Reviews Once there were two sisters who
did everything together. But only one of them disappeared. New York Times-bestselling author
Jacqueline West’s Long Lost is an atmospheric, eerie mystery brimming with suspense. Fans of
Katherine Arden’s Small Spaces and Victoria Schwab’s City of Ghosts series will lose themselves in
this mesmerizing and century-spanning tale. Eleven-year-old Fiona has just read a book that doesn’t
exist. When Fiona’s family moves to a new town to be closer to her older sister’s figure skating
club—and far from Fiona’s close-knit group of friends—nobody seems to notice Fiona’s unhappiness.
Alone and out of place, Fiona ventures to the town’s library, a rambling mansion donated by a
long-dead heiress. And there she finds a gripping mystery novel about a small town, family secrets,
and a tragic disappearance. Soon Fiona begins to notice strange similarities that blur the lines
between the novel and her new town. With a little help from a few odd Lost Lake locals, Fiona
uncovers the book’s strange history. Lost Lake is a town of restless spirits, and Fiona will learn that
both help and danger come from unexpected places—maybe even from the sister she thinks doesn’t
care about her anymore. New York Times-bestselling and acclaimed author Jacqueline West weaves
a heart-pounding, intense, and imaginative mystery that builds anticipation on every page, while
centering on the strong and often tumultuous bond between sisters. Laced with suspense, Long Lost
will fascinate readers of Trenton Lee Stewart’s The Secret Keepers and fans of ghost stories.

the house of the scorpion: The Scorpion’s Head Hilde Vandermeeren, 2022-03-08 A furiously
paced psychological thriller about a woman accused of attempting to murder her son, perfect for
fans of Paula Hawkins Shortly after a fractious weekend away with her family, Gaelle wakes up
injured in a psychiatric hospital in Berlin. Her seven-year-old son is in a coma in another
hospital--and the police suspect her of attempting to murder him. With no memory of what happened
but convinced of her innocence, Gaelle escapes and begins a determined hunt for the truth. Michael
is a contract killer working for Scorpio, a ruthless organization that spares no-one, where any agent
who violates the rules signs their own death warrant. When Michael decides to reject an assignment,
he knows he must run for his life. One makes a living by killing, the other would kill to survive. And
soon their paths will cross... An exhilarating addition to the Walter Presents Library.

the house of the scorpion: Scorpions Walter Dean Myers, 2009-10-06 The Scorpions are a
gun-toting Harlem gang, and Jamal Hicks is about to become tragically involved with them in this
authentic tale of the sacrifice of innocence and the struggle to steer clear of violence. This Newbery
Honor Book will challenge young men to consider their own decisions as they come of age in a
complex and often frustrating society. Pushed by a bully to fight and nagged by his principal, Jamal
is having a difficult time staying in school. His home life is not much better, with his mother working
her fingers to the bone to try to earn the money for an appeal for Jamal's jailed older brother, Randy.
Jamal wants to do the right thing and help earn the money to free his brother by working, but he's
afraid to go against the Scorpions. Jamal eventually pulls free of the gang's bad influence, but only
through the narrowest of escapes. Walter Dean Myers, five-time winner of the Coretta Scott King
Award, sensitively explores the loyalty and love between friends faced with hard choices. Scorpions
is 25 years old, but the issues of poverty and violence make it a timeless powerful read—sadly as
relevant as ever.

the house of the scorpion: The Girl Who Was on Fire (Movie Edition) Leah Wilson,
2012-01-17 Includes 3 brand new essays on Gale, the Games, and Mockingjay! **Already read the
first edition of The Girl Who Was on Fire? Look for The Girl Who Was on Fire - Booster Pack to get



just the three new essays and the extra movie content.** Katniss Everdeen's adventures may have
come to an end, but her story continues to blaze in the hearts of millions worldwide. In The Girl Who
Was on Fire - Movie Edition, sixteen YA authors take you back to the world of the Hunger Games
with moving, dark, and funny pieces on Katniss, the Games, Gale and Peeta, reality TV, survival, and
more. From the trilogy's darker themes of violence and social control to fashion and weaponry, the
collection's exploration of the Hunger Games reveals exactly how rich, and how perilous, Panem,
and the series, really is. * How does the way the Games affect the brain explain Haymitch's drinking,
Annie's distraction, and Wiress' speech problems? ¢ What does the rebellion have in common with
the War on Terror? « Why isn't the answer to “Peeta or Gale? as interesting as the question itself? o
What should Panem have learned from the fates of other hedonistic societies throughout
history—and what can we? CONTRIBUTORS: Jennifer Lynn Barnes, Mary Borsellino, Sarah Rees
Brennan, Terri Clark, Bree Despain, Adrienne Kress, Sarah Darer Littman, Cara Lockwood,
Elizabeth M. Rees, Carrie Ryan, Ned Vizzini, Lili Wilkinson, Blythe Woolston, Diana Peterfreund
(NEW), Brent Hartinger (NEW), Jackson Pearce (NEW)

the house of the scorpion: The Sea of Trolls Nancy Farmer, 2008-12-09 Jack is an apprentice
bard and just beginning to learn the secrets of his mysterious master, when he and his little sister
are captured by Viking chief, Olaf One-Brow, and taken to the court of Ivar the Boneless. Ivar is
married to a half-troll named Frith, an evil and unpredictable queen with a strange power over her
husband's court. Jack is sent on to the kingdom of the trolls, where he has to find the magical well
and undo the charm he has cast on Frith. He is accompanied by Thorgill, a shield maiden, aged 12,
who wants to be a berserker when she grows up. Together, they are set for a magical and exciting
adventure.

the house of the scorpion: The Scorpion Rules Erin Bow, 2015-09-22 The teenage princess
of a future-world Canadian superpower, where royal children are held hostage to keep their
countries from waging war, falls in love with an American prince who rebels against the brutal rules
governing their existences.

the house of the scorpion: The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm Nancy Farmer, 1994 In 2194 in
Zimbabwe, General Matsika's three children are kidnapped and put to work in a plastic mine while
three mutant detectives use their special powers to search for them. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All
rights reserved.

the house of the scorpion: The Scorpion Within Ira Milligan, 2010-07-28 Jesus said, “Behold, I
give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy” (Luke
10:19 KJV). The best selling author, Ira Milligan brings you The Scorpion Within. This book is an
excellent guide to the root causes of sin and how you can eliminate them to overcome strongholds in
your life. It also exposes the demonic influence that satan wields upon humankind. Even longtime
believers may be surprised at some activities that put them at risk of demonic control. The Scorpion
Within: * Reveals eight demonic roots of sin. ¢ Uses the scorpion to show you intriguing things about
yourself. ¢« Explains how the eight eyes of the scorpion correspond to eight desires of the flesh and
the carnal mind. * Describes how the scorpion’s legs represent eight roots of sin, or attitudes. °
Severs the scorpion’s legs and renders it powerless to fulfill its wicked desires. With over 40 years of
Bible study and active ministry, author Ira Milligan defines the Anatomy of a Scorpion in an orderly,
understandable way so that both counselors and those who need counseling will receive inner
healing and deliverance. Receive your victory today as you realize that satan has no hold over a
believer who knows his deceitful tactics—and trusts God to overcome all of life’s challenges.

the house of the scorpion: Scorpions Noah Feldman, 2011-01-26 A history of the careers and
constitutional visions of four U.S. Supreme Court Justices appointed by Franklin Roosevelt. A tiny,
ebullient Jew who started as America’s leading liberal and ended as its most famous judicial
conservative. A Klansman who became an absolutist advocate of free speech and civil rights. A
backcountry lawyer who started off trying cases about cows and went on to conduct the most
important international trial ever. A self-invented, tall-tale Westerner who narrowly missed the
presidency but expanded individual freedom beyond what anyone before had dreamed. Four more




different men could hardly be imagined. Yet they had certain things in common. Each was a
self-made man who came from humble beginnings on the edge of poverty. Each had driving ambition
and a will to succeed. Each was, in his own way, a genius. Hugo Black, William O. Douglas, Felix
Frankfurter, and Robert Jackson began as close allies and friends of FDR. But the quest to shape a
new Constitution led them to competition and sometimes outright warfare. Scorpions tells the story
of these four great justices: their relationship with Roosevelt, with each other, and with the
turbulent world of the Great Depression, World War II, and the Cold War. It also serves as a history
of the modern Constitution itself. Praise for Scorpions “Smart and engaging.” —New York Times
Book Review “Full of high-stakes intellectual drama.” —Washington Post “A first-rate work of
narrative history that succeeds in bringing the intellectual and political battles of the post-Roosevelt
Court vividly to life.” —Publishers Weekly

the house of the scorpion: Posthumanism in Young Adult Fiction Anita Tarr, Donna R.
White, 2018-04-27 Contributions by Torsten Caeners, Phoebe Chen, Mathieu Donner, Shannon
Hervey, Angela S. Insenga, Patricia Kennon, Maryna Matlock, Ferne Merrylees, Lars Schmeink,
Anita Tarr, Tony M. Vinci, and Donna R. White For centuries, humanism has provided a paradigm for
what it means to be human: a rational, unique, unified, universal, autonomous being. Recently,
however, a new philosophical approach, posthumanism, has questioned these assumptions, asserting
that being human is not a fixed state but one always dynamic and evolving. Restrictive boundaries
are no longer in play, and we do not define who we are by delineating what we are not (animal,
machine, monster). There is no one aspect that makes a being human—self-awareness, emotion,
artistic expression, or problem-solving—since human characteristics reside in other species along
with shared DNA. Instead, posthumanism looks at the ways our bodies, intelligence, and behavior
connect and interact with the environment, technology, and other species. In Posthumanism in
Young Adult Fiction: Finding Humanity in a Posthuman World, editors Anita Tarr and Donna R.
White collect twelve essays that explore this new discipline's relevance in young adult literature.
Adolescents often tangle with many issues raised by posthumanist theory, such as body issues. The
in-betweenness of adolescence makes stories for young adults ripe for posthumanist study.
Contributors to the volume explore ideas of posthumanism, including democratization of power,
body enhancements, hybridity, multiplicity/plurality, and the environment, by analyzing recent works
for young adults, including award-winners like Paolo Bacigalupi's Ship Breaker and Nancy Farmer's
The House of the Scorpion, as well as the works of Octavia Butler and China Miéville.

the house of the scorpion: Taken Edward Bloor, 2009-12-08 Charity Meyers has only 12 hours
to live. By 2035 the rich have gotten richer, the poor have gotten poorer, and kidnapping has
become a major growth industry in the United States. The children of privilege live in secure, gated
communities and are escorted to and from school by armed guards. But the security around Charity
Meyers has broken down. On New Year’s morning she wakes and finds herself alone, strapped to a
stretcher, in an ambulance that’s not moving. If this were a normal kidnapping, Charity would be
fine. But as the hours of her imprisonment tick by, Charity realizes there is nothing normal about
what’s going on. No training could prepare her for what her kidnappers really want . . . and worse,
for who they turn out to be.

the house of the scorpion: The Scorpion's Sting: Antislavery and the Coming of the Civil
War James Oakes, 2014-05-19 Explores the Civil War and the anti-slavery movement, specifically
highlighting the plan to help abolish slavery by surrounding the slave states with territories of
freedom and discusses the possibility of what could have been a more peaceful alternative to the
war.

the house of the scorpion: The Day of the Scorpion Paul Scott, 1968 Continues the story of the
last days British rule in India in the early 1940's.

the house of the scorpion: The Islands of the Blessed Nancy Farmer, 2015-08-25 Two years
after their adventures in The Land of the Silver Apples, the apprentice bard Jack and his Viking
companion Thorgil confront the malevolent spirit of a vengeful mermaid and begin a quest that casts
them among the fin folk of Notland.




the house of the scorpion: Scorpion Christian Cantrell, 2021-05-25 “An exceptional,
fast-paced thriller featuring a tech-empowered assassin whose pattern and objective you've never
seen before, chased by a heroine with tenacious grit.”—David Brin, author of The Postman and
Existence Quinn Mitchell is a nine-to-five spy—an intelligence analyst for the CIA during the day,
and a suburban wife and mother on evenings and weekends. After her young daughter is killed in a
tragic accident, sending her life into a tailspin, Quinn hopes to find a new start in her latest
assignment: investigating a series of bizarre international assassinations whose victims have been
found with numeric codes tattooed, burned, or carved into their flesh. As Quinn follows the killer’s
trail across the globe, always one body behind, she begins uncovering disturbing connections
between the murders—and herself. Every lead she tracks down in pursuit of the assassin brings
Quinn one step closer to the Epoch Index, a mysterious encrypted message discovered in the
archives of the Large Hadron Collider. Its origins are unknown and decrypting it is beyond even the
CIA. Yet nothing else can possibly link together a slew of unsolvable murders, an enigmatic and
sophisticated serial killer who always seems to be three steps ahead, a quirky young physics prodigy
whose knowledge extends well beyond her years, and, underlying everything, the inescapable
tragedy of Quinn’s own past. Discovering the meaning of the Epoch Index leads Quinn to a shocking
twist that shatters everything she thought she knew about the past, the future, and the delicate
balance of right and wrong that she must now fight to preserve.

the house of the scorpion: A Study Guide for Nancy Farmer's "The House of the
Scorpion” Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-06-29 A Study Guide for Nancy Farmer's The House of the
Scorpion, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes
plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions
for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of
your research needs.

the house of the scorpion: Aesop's Fables Aesop, 1994 A collection of animal fables told by the
Greek slave Aesop.

the house of the scorpion: The Sting of the Scorpion Franklin W. Dixon, 1979 During their
father's investigation of a ruthless gang of terrorists, two young detectives face several adversaries.

the house of the scorpion: The Night of the Scorpion Anthony Horowitz, 1985 An English
journalist, his thirteen-year-old ward, and an Incan boy battle the supernatural evil of the Old Ones,
who plan to enter our world through a secret gate somewhere in Peru.

the house of the scorpion: The Sign of the Scorpion Farah Zaman, 2019-03-29 A desert castle.
An evil presence. A thirst for vengeance. Four teenagers are about to have a vacation they'll never
forget. When Layla, her brother Adam, and their friends Zaid and Zahra, arrive at Dukhan Castle,
they anticipate an exciting time exploring the mysteries of nature. They soon find themselves delving
into mysteries of a different nature. A cloaked figure, spooky midnight screams, incense being
burned in the eerie lookout tower, and startling secrets are just a few. The clues can only lead to one
conclusion. Something sinister is simmering beneath the surface and it's just a matter of time before
it breaks loose. A chance encounter with a gypsy woman begins a guessing game of intrigue, pitting
the teenagers against a shadowy foe known as Al-Aqrab, the Scorpion. As danger draws closer to the
castle, they must race against time to unmask the Scorpion and foil a demonic scheme of revenge.
The Sign of the Scorpion is the thrilling second book in The Moon of Masarrah Series.

the house of the scorpion: The Scorpion God William Golding, 2022-11-03

the house of the scorpion: The Scorpion's Tail Douglas Preston, Lincoln Child, 2021-01-12
From #1 bestselling authors Preston & Child comes a thrilling novel following archaeologist Nora
Kelly and FBI Agent Corrie Swanson as they work together to solve a twisted crime that reaches far
beyond any of their worst fears. Following the acclaimed debut of Old Bones, this second happily
anticipated new thriller in Preston & Child's series features Nora Kelly, archaeologist at the Santa
Fe Archeological Institute, and rookie FBI Agent Corrie Swanson, as they team up to solve a mystery
that quickly escalates into nightmare (Booklist). A mummified corpse, over half a century old, is
found in the cellar of an abandoned building in a remote New Mexico ghost town. Corrie is assigned



what seems to her a throwaway case: to ID the body and determine cause of death. She brings
archaeologist Nora Kelly to excavate the body and lend her expertise to the investigation, and
together they uncover something unexpected and shocking: the deceased apparently died in agony,
in a fetal position, skin coming off in sheets, with a rictus of horror frozen on his face. Hidden on the
corpse lies a 16th century Spanish gold cross of immense value. When they at last identify the body
-- and the bizarre cause of death -- Corrie and Nora open a door into a terrifying, secret world of
ancient treasure and modern obsession: a world centered on arguably the most defining,
frightening, and transformative moment in American history.

the house of the scorpion: Academy 7 Anne Osterlund, 2009-05-14 With a past too terrible to
speak of, and a bleak, lonely future ahead of her, Aerin Renning is shocked to find she has earned a
place at the most exclusive school in the universe. Aerin excels at Academy 7 in all but debate,
where Dane Madousin?son of one of the most powerful men in the Alliance? consistently outtalks
her. Fortunately Aerin consistently outwits him at sparring. They are at the top of their class until
Dane jeopardizes everything and Aerin is unintentionally dragged down with him. When the pair is
given a joint punishment, an unexpected friendship?and romance?begins to form. But Dane and
Aerin both harbor dangerous secrets, and the two are linked in ways neither of them could ever have
imagined. . . .

the house of the scorpion: Anatomy of Wonder Neil Barron, 2004-12-30 This classic work is
an essential tool for collection development, research, reference, and readers' advisory work.--BOOK
JACKET.

the house of the scorpion: House of the Scorpion Nancy Farmer, 2002-01

the house of the scorpion: Scorpionfish Natalie Bakopoulos, 2020-07-07 A captivating and
transporting travel novel, Scorpionfish reveals how what we leave behind may be exactly what we've
been looking for all along. After the unexpected deaths of her parents, academic Mira returns to her
childhood home in Athens. On her first night back, she encounters a new neighbor, a longtime ship
captain who has found himself, for the first time in years, no longer at sea. As one summer night
tumbles into another, Mira and the Captain’s voices drift across the balconies of their apartments,
disclosing details and stories: of careers, of families, of love. For Mira, love has so often meant Aris,
an ex-boyfriend and rising Greek politician who has recently become engaged to a movie star. There
is, too, her love for her dear friend Nefeli—a well-known artist who came of age during the military
dictatorship—as well as Dimitra and Fady, a couple caring for a young refugee boy. Undergirding
each relationship is the love that these characters have for Athens, a beautiful but complicated city
that is equal parts lushness and sharp edges. Scorpionfish is a map of how and where we find our
true selves: in the pull of the sea; the sway of late-night bar music; the risk and promise of art; and
in the sparkling, electric, summertime charge of endless possibility. Award-winning author Natalie
Bakopoulos braids a story of vulnerability, desire, and bittersweet truth, unraveling old ways of
living and, in the end, creating something new.

the house of the scorpion: Beneath Roland Smith, 2015-01-27 Roland Smith, the master of
middle-grade adventure, returns with a new novel full of high-speed chases, secret identities, and a
dangerous underground world. What waits Beneath?Pat O'Toole has always idolized his older
brother, Coop. He's even helped Coop with some of his crazier plans -- such as risking his life to help
his big brother dig a tunnel underneath their neighborhood in the suburbs of Washington, DC. Coop
is . . . different. He doesn't talk on the phone, doesn't use email, and doesn't have friends. He's never
really cared for anything but the thrill of being underground and Pat. So it's no surprise to anyone --
even Pat -- that after a huge fight with their parents, Coop runs away. Exactly one year later, Pat
receives a package containing a digital voice recorder and a cryptic message from his brother. He
follows the clues to New York City, and soon discovers that Coop has joined the Community, a
self-sufficient society living beneath the streets. Now it's up to Pat to find his brother -- and bring
him home.

the house of the scorpion: Scorpion in the Sea P. T. Deutermann, 2011-04-01 On a calm night
off the Florida coast, a fishing boat vanishes without a trace. Something deadly is hiding in U.S.



waters, and the Navy brass would rather bury the truth than face it. It's Montgomery's war now.
Brash and unconventional, Mike Montgomery is hardly regulation Navy. At his side, Diane
Martinson, the Chief of Staff's wife--smart, tough...and his lover. Under his command, the USS
Goldsborough--a WWII-era destroyer thundering toward a showdown of water and fire. With the
arrival of P.T. Deutermann--retired Navy captain, former arms control negotiator within the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, and ex-commander of at destroyer squadron--today's naval thriller just climbed to a
whole new level.

the house of the scorpion: The Adoration of Jenna Fox Mary E. Pearson, 2009-09-01 Who is
Jenna Fox? Seventeen-year-old Jenna has been told that is her name. She has just awoken from a
coma, they tell her, and she is still recovering from a terrible accident in which she was involved a
year ago. But what happened before that? Jenna doesn't remember her life. Or does she? And are
the memories really hers? This fascinating novel represents a stunning new direction for acclaimed
author Mary Pearson. Set in a near future America, it takes readers on an unforgettable journey
through questions of bio-medical ethics and the nature of humanity. Mary Pearson's vividly drawn
characters and masterful writing soar to a new level of sophistication. The Adoration of Jenna Fox is
a 2009 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year.
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