
the circuit by francisco jimenez
the circuit by francisco jimenez is a powerful and evocative short story that brings to life the
experiences of migrant families in the United States. This comprehensive article explores the plot,
major themes, character analysis, literary devices, and the cultural significance of Francisco Jimenez’s
acclaimed work. Readers will discover the challenges faced by the protagonist, Panchito, and his
family as they navigate the hardships of migrant labor, education, and adaptation. The article also
discusses the autobiographical elements found in the story and examines why "The Circuit" is a staple
in classrooms and literary discussions. Whether you are a student, educator, or literature enthusiast,
this guide provides essential insights and resources to deepen your understanding of "the circuit by
francisco jimenez" and its enduring relevance.
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Overview and Plot Summary of "The Circuit" by
Francisco Jimenez
"The Circuit" by Francisco Jimenez is a short story that chronicles the journey of a young boy,
Panchito, and his family as migrant farm workers. Set primarily in California, the narrative follows the
family's frequent moves in search of work, enduring harsh conditions and the uncertainties of life.
Panchito’s story is told through his perspective, rendering an authentic voice to the struggles and
hopes of migrant children. The circuit refers to the constant cycle of relocation and labor that defines
their existence.

The story opens with Panchito’s family preparing to leave their current home to follow the crop
season, highlighting the instability that comes with migrant labor. As the family moves from place to
place, Panchito faces challenges in attending school, making friends, and finding moments of personal
fulfillment. The plot underscores both the resilience of the family and the sacrifices made in pursuit of
a better life. Jimenez’s portrayal is based on his own experiences, lending credibility and depth to the
narrative.



Major Themes in "The Circuit"

Migrant Labor and Family Struggles
The central theme of "The Circuit" is the reality of migrant life. The story vividly depicts the hardships
faced by Panchito’s family as they seek agricultural work. Constant relocation means leaving behind
homes, schools, and friends. Family unity and perseverance are key to surviving these challenges, as
every member contributes to the household’s survival.

Education and the Pursuit of Dreams
Education is a recurring theme in "The Circuit." Panchito’s longing to attend school and learn English
symbolizes the hope for a better future. However, his attendance is often interrupted by the demands
of farm work and the family's mobility. The story highlights the barriers to education faced by migrant
children, emphasizing the importance of opportunity and the transformative power of learning.

Identity and Belonging
Panchito’s experiences reflect the struggle to find identity and belonging in a world that is constantly
changing. The family’s status as outsiders, both culturally and economically, creates a sense of
displacement. Through Panchito’s eyes, readers witness the challenges of assimilation, language
barriers, and the search for a place to call home.

Character Analysis and Development

Panchito: The Protagonist
Panchito is the heart of "The Circuit." His innocence, determination, and adaptability make him a
relatable and sympathetic character. Readers see the world through his perspective, experiencing
both the joys and sorrows of his journey. Panchito’s desire for stability and education drives much of
the narrative, providing insight into the aspirations of many migrant children.

Panchito’s Family

Father: The family’s patriarch, who leads them from job to job. His resilience and work ethic
are central to their survival.

Mother: A source of comfort and strength for Panchito, supporting the family emotionally and
practically.

Roberto: Panchito’s older brother, who serves as a role model and partner in both work and
play.



Siblings: Other children in the family contribute to the work and share the burden of constant
movement.

Each family member’s experiences contribute to the story’s emotional depth, illustrating the
collective struggle and sacrifice inherent in migrant life.

Literary Devices and Style

Autobiographical Elements
"The Circuit" draws heavily from Francisco Jimenez’s own life as a child of Mexican migrant workers.
This autobiographical approach lends authenticity to the characters and setting, enriching the
reader’s engagement with the story.

Symbolism and Imagery
Jimenez employs symbolism throughout the narrative, such as the cardboard boxes representing
impermanence and the school as a symbol of hope. Vivid imagery captures the sights, sounds, and
emotions of migrant camps and the agricultural fields, immersing readers in Panchito’s world.

Simple, Direct Prose
The writing style of "The Circuit" is straightforward and accessible, reflecting Panchito’s youthful
perspective. Short sentences and descriptive passages create a sense of immediacy, making the
story suitable for readers of all ages.

Cultural and Historical Context

Migrant Workers in America
"The Circuit" is set against the backdrop of 20th-century American agriculture, where migrant labor
was essential yet undervalued. The story sheds light on the economic and social realities faced by
Mexican immigrants and their families, including long hours, poor living conditions, and limited access
to education and healthcare.

Immigration and Assimilation
The narrative explores the challenges of assimilation for immigrant families. Language barriers,
cultural differences, and discrimination are recurring obstacles. Jimenez’s depiction highlights the
resilience required to navigate these complexities while holding on to cultural identity.



Impact and Reception

Educational Importance
"The Circuit" is widely taught in schools due to its relatable themes and accessible language. The
story provides students with a window into the lives of migrant families, fostering empathy and
understanding. Educators use the text to discuss topics such as immigration, poverty, and the value
of education.

Critical Acclaim and Awards
Francisco Jimenez has received numerous accolades for his writing, including recognition from literary
organizations and educators. "The Circuit" has become a foundational work in Latino literature,
praised for its authenticity and emotional impact.

Lasting Legacy
The story’s relevance endures as issues of immigration, labor rights, and education remain central to
public discourse. "The Circuit" continues to inspire readers and writers, serving as a testament to the
resilience of migrant families and the importance of storytelling in shaping cultural awareness.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the main message of "The Circuit" by Francisco
Jimenez?
A: The main message centers on the resilience and hope of migrant families, emphasizing the
importance of education, family unity, and the pursuit of a better future despite adversity.

Q: Who is Panchito in "The Circuit"?
A: Panchito is the young protagonist whose experiences as a migrant child reflect the broader
challenges faced by immigrant families in the United States.

Q: Why is "The Circuit" considered an important work in
Latino literature?
A: "The Circuit" provides authentic representation of Latino migrant experiences, highlighting cultural,
social, and economic issues with empathy and realism.



Q: What are some literary devices used in "The Circuit"?
A: Jimenez uses symbolism, imagery, and simple prose to effectively convey themes of
impermanence, hope, and the struggles of migrant life.

Q: How does education play a role in "The Circuit"?
A: Education is portrayed as a pathway to opportunity and change, with Panchito’s desire to attend
school representing the hopes of many migrant children.

Q: What historical context influences "The Circuit"?
A: The story is informed by the experiences of Mexican migrant workers in mid-20th-century America,
reflecting social and economic realities of the time.

Q: What makes "The Circuit" relatable to modern readers?
A: Its themes of family, perseverance, and adaptation are universal, while its depiction of immigration
remains relevant in contemporary society.

Q: Who is Francisco Jimenez?
A: Francisco Jimenez is an acclaimed author and educator whose writing draws on his personal
experiences as a child of migrant workers.

Q: What is the significance of the title "The Circuit"?
A: The title refers to the cycle of migration and labor undertaken by the family, symbolizing the
repetitive and uncertain nature of their lives.

Q: How is "The Circuit" used in education?
A: It is frequently included in school curriculums to teach students about empathy, diversity, and
social justice through literature.
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The Circuit by Francisco Jiménez: A Journey of
Resilience and Discovery

Are you ready to embark on a poignant and powerful journey through the heart of the American
Dream, told through the eyes of a young boy navigating the complexities of migrant life? This in-
depth exploration of The Circuit by Francisco Jiménez delves into the themes, characters, and
enduring legacy of this captivating memoir. We'll examine the challenges Jiménez faced, the
resilience he demonstrated, and the lasting impact of his experiences on his life and the lives of
countless readers. Prepare to be moved by a story that transcends generations and resonates with
the human spirit.

A Glimpse into the Life of a Migrant Worker: Understanding
the Circuit

The Circuit isn't just a story; it's a visceral experience. Francisco Jiménez masterfully paints a
picture of his childhood as a migrant farmworker, moving relentlessly across California's vast
agricultural landscapes. The "circuit" itself, the cyclical pattern of work and relocation, is a
character in its own right, shaping the lives of the Jiménez family and countless others like them.
This section will explore the harsh realities of migrant life, highlighting the physical labor, the
constant uncertainty, and the emotional toll it takes.

#### The Physical and Emotional Toll of Migrant Life

The book vividly portrays the backbreaking labor involved in harvesting crops, from the scorching
sun to the aching muscles. Jiménez doesn't shy away from depicting the physical exhaustion, the
hunger, and the constant threat of injury. But The Circuit is more than just a depiction of physical
hardship. It also exposes the emotional cost: the constant uprooting, the separation from friends,
and the struggle to maintain a sense of normalcy in a perpetually transient existence. The lack of
stability profoundly impacts the family's emotional well-being, creating a sense of precariousness
that permeates every aspect of their lives.

#### The Importance of Family and Community in the Face of Adversity

Despite the hardships, the Jiménez family demonstrates remarkable resilience and unity. Their
unwavering support for one another becomes a crucial element in navigating the challenges of
migrant life. The close-knit family bonds and the supportive community, even amidst transience,
provide a crucial buffer against the overwhelming difficulties they encounter. This highlights the
importance of human connection in the face of adversity, demonstrating how shared experiences
and mutual support can strengthen the human spirit. The community they find, however temporary,
becomes a crucial source of strength and belonging.

Education as a Pathway to Hope: The Power of Perseverance



Amidst the chaos and uncertainty of their itinerant life, education emerges as a beacon of hope for
young Francisco. His unwavering pursuit of knowledge, despite the numerous obstacles, is a
testament to his determination and ambition. This section will analyze the significance of education
in his life and how it served as a tool for social mobility and personal growth.

#### Overcoming Educational Barriers: The Challenges Faced by Migrant Children

Accessing consistent and quality education is a significant hurdle for migrant children. Jiménez
vividly depicts the difficulties he and his siblings face, including frequent school changes, the
language barrier, and the social stigma associated with being a migrant worker. His experiences
underscore the systemic inequalities faced by migrant children and the need for equitable access to
education. The constant disruption to his schooling highlights the lack of support systems in place
for these transient communities.

#### Education as Empowerment: The Transformative Power of Knowledge

Despite the challenges, Francisco's dedication to his studies allows him to transcend his
circumstances. His academic achievements serve not only as a source of personal pride but also as a
testament to his determination to achieve a better life. Education becomes his pathway to a brighter
future, offering a sense of agency and hope amidst the uncertainty. The book showcases how
education can empower individuals to break free from the cycle of poverty and create a better future
for themselves and their families.

The Enduring Legacy of The Circuit: A Story for All
Generations

The Circuit is more than just a personal memoir; it's a powerful commentary on social justice, the
immigrant experience, and the human spirit's capacity for resilience. The book has resonated with
readers across generations, prompting conversations about immigration, social inequality, and the
importance of empathy and understanding. This section will discuss the lasting impact of Jiménez's
story and its relevance in today's world.

#### The Relevance of The Circuit in Contemporary Society

The issues explored in The Circuit, such as poverty, immigration, and access to education, remain
highly relevant in today's society. The book serves as a poignant reminder of the ongoing struggles
faced by marginalized communities and the need for systemic change. Jiménez's story humanizes the
experiences of migrant workers, encouraging readers to see them not just as statistics but as
individuals with dreams, aspirations, and resilience. It prompts critical reflection on how society
treats its most vulnerable members.

#### The Power of Storytelling: Sharing Experiences and Fostering Empathy

Through his evocative prose, Jiménez's memoir transcends cultural and linguistic barriers, allowing
readers to connect with his experiences on a deeply emotional level. The power of his storytelling
lies in its ability to foster empathy and understanding, reminding us of the shared human
experiences that connect us all. It demonstrates the importance of personal narratives in shaping
public perception and driving social change.



Conclusion:

The Circuit by Francisco Jiménez remains a timeless and powerful testament to the resilience of the
human spirit. It's a story that resonates deeply because it speaks to universal themes of family,
perseverance, and the pursuit of a better life. Through his compelling narrative, Jiménez offers a
profound insight into the realities of migrant life, encouraging readers to reflect on social justice and
the importance of empathy. This memoir is a must-read for anyone seeking a powerful and moving
story that will stay with them long after they finish reading.

FAQs:

1. Is The Circuit suitable for young readers? While the book deals with challenging themes, its
accessible language and engaging narrative make it suitable for mature middle-grade and high
school readers.

2. What makes The Circuit different from other migrant worker narratives? Jiménez's unique
perspective as a child experiencing these hardships provides an intimate and emotional account that
resonates deeply with readers.

3. What is the overall tone of the book? The tone is primarily reflective and poignant, conveying both
hardship and hope.

4. Are there any sequel books to The Circuit? While The Circuit is a standalone work, Jiménez has
written other autobiographical works exploring his life and experiences.

5. Where can I find The Circuit? The book is widely available in bookstores, libraries, and online
retailers.
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their comprehension of the selection, students receive a wealth of support for academic success.
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Poignantly told from a young boy’s perspective, the popular and award-winning memoir centered on
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  the circuit by francisco jimenez: Hoyt Street Mary Helen Ponce, 2006 This tender and funny
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prejudice she faced without sacrificing the memories of the everyday joys she experienced.
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: Study Guide Supersummary, 2019-09-12 SuperSummary, a
modern alternative to SparkNotes and CliffsNotes, offers high-quality study guides for challenging
works of literature. This 52-page guide for Reaching Out by Francisco Jimenez includes detailed
chapter summaries and analysis covering 24 chapters, as well as several more in-depth sections of
expert-written literary analysis. Featured content includes commentary on major characters, 25
important quotes, essay topics, and key themes like Work Ethic and Self-Sacrifice and Faith.
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: Zero to Sixty Gary Paulsen, 1998-12 Exploring the country
and the heart, the author buys a Harley Davidson and takes the ride of his life.
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: Tomas and the Library Lady Pat Mora, 2020-08-25 A
Common Core Exemplar Text by an award-winning author-illustrator team Tomás is a son of migrant
workers. Every summer he and his family follow the crops north from Texas to Iowa, spending long,
arduous days in the fields. At night they gather around to hear Grandfather's wonderful stories. But
before long, Tomás knows all the stories by heart. There are more stories in the library,Papa Grande
tells him. The very next day, Tomás meets the library lady and a whole new world opens up for him.
Based on the true story of the Mexican-American author and educator Tomás Rivera, a child of
migrant workers who went on to become the first minority Chancellor in the University of California
system, this inspirational story suggests what libraries--and education--can make possible. Raul
Colón's warm, expressive paintings perfectly interweave the harsh realities of Tomás's life, the joyful
imaginings he finds in books, and his special relationships with a wise grandfather and a caring
librarian. A gentle text and innovative artwork. . . . While young readers and future librarians will
find this an inspiring tale, the end note gives it a real kick: the story is based on an actual migrant
worker [Tomás Rivera] who became chancellor of a university--where the library now bears his
name.--Publishers Weekly
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: A Picture Book of Cesar Chavez David A. Adler, Michael S.
Adler, 2011-06-01 Presents a portrait of the personal life and career as a labor leader of Cesar
Chavez, who helped to organize the mostly Mexican American migrant farm workers and led the
struggle for social justice of the United Farm Workers.
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: Everyday Use Alice Walker, 1994 Presents the text of Alice
Walker's story Everyday Use; contains background essays that provide insight into the story; and
features a selection of critical response. Includes a chronology and an interview with the author.
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: The Penguin Book of Migration Literature Dohra
Ahmad, 2019-09-17 [Ahmad's] introduction is fiery and charismatic... This book encompasses the
diversity of experience, with beautiful variations and stories that bicker back and forth. --Parul



Sehgal, The New York Times The first global anthology of migration literature featuring works by
Mohsin Hamid, Zadie Smith, Marjane Satrapi, Salman Rushdie, and Warsan Shire, with a foreword
by Edwidge Danticat, author of Everything Inside A Penguin Classic Every year, three to four million
people move to a new country. From war refugees to corporate expats, migrants constantly reshape
their places of origin and arrival. This selection of works collected together for the first time brings
together the most compelling literary depictions of migration. Organized in four parts (Departures,
Arrivals, Generations, and Returns), The Penguin Book of Migration Literature conveys the intricacy
of worldwide migration patterns, the diversity of immigrant experiences, and the commonalities
among many of those diverse experiences. Ranging widely across the eighteenth through
twenty-first centuries, across every continent of the earth, and across multiple literary genres, the
anthology gives readers an understanding of our rapidly changing world, through the eyes of those
at the center of that change. With thirty carefully selected poems, short stories, and excerpts
spanning three hundred years and twenty-five countries, the collection brings together luminaries,
emerging writers, and others who have earned a wide following in their home countries but have
been less recognized in the Anglophone world. Editor of the volume Dohra Ahmad provides a
contextual introduction, notes, and suggestions for further exploration.
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: Among Strange Victims Daniel Salda–a Par’s, 2016-06-07
Slackers meets Savage Detectives in this polyphonic ode to the pleasures of not measuring up.
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: Raising Cubby John Elder Robison, 2013-03-12 The slyly
funny, sweetly moving memoir of an unconventional dad’s relationship with his equally offbeat
son—complete with fast cars, tall tales, homemade explosives, and a whole lot of fun and trouble .
Misfit, truant, delinquent. John Robison was never a model child, and he wasn’t a model dad either.
Diagnosed with Asperger’s syndrome at the age of forty, he approached fatherhood as a series of
logic puzzles and practical jokes. When his son, Cubby, asked, “Where did I come from?” John said
he’d bought him at the Kid Store and that the salesman had cheated him by promising Cubby would
“do all chores.” He read electrical engineering manuals to Cubby at bedtime. He told Cubby that
wizards turned children into stone when they misbehaved. Still, John got the basics right. He made
sure Cubby never drank diesel fuel at the automobile repair shop he owns. And he gave him a life of
adventure: By the time Cubby was ten, he’d steered a Coast Guard cutter, driven a freight
locomotive, and run an antique Rolls Royce into a fence. The one thing John couldn’t figure out was
what to do when school authorities decided that Cubby was dumb and stubborn—the very same
thing he had been told as a child. Did Cubby have Asperger’s too? The answer was unclear. One
thing was clear, though: By the time he turned seventeen, Cubby had become a brilliant
chemist—smart enough to make military-grade explosives and bring state and federal agents calling.
Afterward, with Cubby facing up to sixty years in prison, both father and son were forced to take
stock of their lives, finally coming to terms with being “on the spectrum” as both a challenge and a
unique gift. By turns tender, suspenseful, and hilarious, this is more than just the story of raising
Cubby. It’s the story of a father and son who grow up together.
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: Diary of a Reluctant Dreamer Alberto Ledesma, 2017
From undocumented to hyper documented, Diary of a Reluctant Dreamer traces Alberto Ledesma's
struggle with personal and national identity from growing up in Oakland to earning his doctorate
degree at Berkeley, and beyond.
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: Unlocking English Learners' Potential Diane Staehr Fenner,
Sydney Snyder, 2017-05-16 Schools are not intentionally equitable places for English learners to
achieve, but they could be if the right system of support were put in place. Diane Staehr Fenner and
Sydney Snyder recommend just such a system. Not only does it have significant potential for
providing fuller access to the core curriculum, it also provides a path for teachers to travel as they
navigate the individual needs of students and support their learning journeys. --Douglas Fisher,
Coauthor of Visible Learning for Literacy A once-in-a-generation text for assisting a new generation
of students Content teachers and ESOL teachers, take special note: if you're looking for a single
resource to help your English learners meet the same challenging content standards as their



English-proficient peers, your search is complete. Just dip into this toolbox of strategies, examples,
templates, and activities from EL authorities Diane Staehr Fenner and Sydney Snyder. The best
part? Unlocking English Learners' Potential supports teachers across all levels of experience. The
question is not if English learners can succeed in today's more rigorous classrooms, but how.
Unlocking English Learners' Potential is all about the how: How to scaffold ELs' instruction across
content and grade levels How to promote ELs' oral language development and academic language
How to help ELs analyze text through close reading and text-dependent questions How to build ELs'
background knowledge How to design and use formative assessment with ELs Along the way, you'll
build the collaboration, advocacy, and leadership skills that we all need if we're to fully support our
English learners. After all, any one of us with at least one student acquiring English is now a teacher
of ELs.
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: Angel with the Sword C. J. Cherryh, 1986
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: Before We Were Free Julia Alvarez, 2007-12-18 Anita de la
Torre never questioned her freedom living in the Dominican Republic. But by her 12th birthday in
1960, most of her relatives have emigrated to the United States, her Tío Toni has disappeared
without a trace, and the government’s secret police terrorize her remaining family because of their
suspected opposition of el Trujillo’s dictatorship. Using the strength and courage of her family, Anita
must overcome her fears and fly to freedom, leaving all that she once knew behind. From renowned
author Julia Alvarez comes an unforgettable story about adolescence, perseverance, and one girl’s
struggle to be free.
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: Ethnic Community Builders Francisco Jiménez, Alma M.
García, Richard A. Garcia, 2007-08-10 Ethnic Community Builders: Mexican-Americans in Search of
Justice and Power is an oral history of Mexican-American activism in San JosZ, California, over the
last half century. The authors present interviews of 14 people of various stripes—teachers,
politicians, radio personalities—who have been influential in the development of a major urban
center with a significant ethnic population. These activists tell the stories of their lives and work
with engaging openness and honesty, allowing readers to witness their successes and failures. This
vivid ethnography of a Mexican-American community serves as a model for activism wherever ethnic
groups seek change and justice.
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: In Sunlight and in Shadow Mark Helprin, 2012 Returning
home after serving World War II to run his family business in New York, a paratrooper falls in love
with a young heiress and actress he meets on the State Island ferry.
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: Literature Connections English Tomás Rivera,
1996-10-09
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: Soar Joan Bauer, 2016-01-05 Newbery Honor–winner Joan
Bauer's newest protagonist always sees the positive side of any situation—and readers will cheer
him on! Jeremiah is the world’s biggest baseball fan. He really loves baseball and he knows just
about everything there is to know about his favorite sport. So when he’s told he can’t play baseball
following an operation on his heart, Jeremiah decides he’ll do the next best thing and become a
coach. Hillcrest, where Jeremiah and his father Walt have just moved, is a town known for its
championship baseball team. But Jeremiah finds the town caught up in a scandal and about ready to
give up on baseball. It’s up to Jeremiah and his can-do spirit to get the town – and the team – back in
the game. Full of humor, heart, and baseball lore, Soar is Joan Bauer at her best.
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: The Voyage of the Frog Gary Paulsen, 2014-05-27 An
adventure novel about survival at sea from the Newbery Award–winning author of Northwind. “An
epic, often lyrical journey of self-discovery.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) ALA/YALSA Best
Book for Young Adults ALA Notable Book for Children ALA/YALSA Quick Pick for Reluctant Young
Adult Readers David thought he was alone, that the ocean around him was all there was of the
world. The wind screamed, the waves towered, and his boat, the twenty-two foot fiberglass FROG,
skidded and bucked and, each moment, filled deeper and grew heavier with sea water. David
thought surely he was dead at fourteen. His uncle Owen, who had taught him about sailing safely,



would be so angry. Owen had died only days ago, his last wish for David to take the FROG out on his
own, and sail her beyond sight of the coast, and once there, scatter Owen’s ashes. David had done
this the evening before, but he hadn’t thought of a storm roaring across the Pacific, or of the terror
of being alone later in the dark hundreds of miles from home with no radio or flares and little food.
He hadn’t thought of a shark attacking, or of the four killer whales, or the oil tanker large as a city
about to sink him and the FROG . . . But in fact, David wasn’t alone at all. He’d had the FROG as a
partner from the first—his uncle’s guiding spirit. He had only to learn that. “Paulsen’s spare prose
offers an affecting blend of the boy’s inner thoughts and keen observations of the power of nature to
destroy and to heal.” —School Library Journal
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: Voices from the Fields S. Beth Atkin, 2000-04-01 Now in
paperback, this critically acclaimed book features photographs, poems, and interviews with nine
children who reveal the hardships and hopes of today's Mexican-American migrant farm workers
and their families.
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: The Mole People Jennifer Toth, 1995-10-01 This book is
about the thousands of people who live in the subway, railroad, and sewage tunnels of New York
City.
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: Gathering the Sun Alma Flor Ada, 2001-10-09 In simple
words and sun-drenched paintings, Alma Flor Ada and Simón Silva take us into the fields and
orchards, and into the lives of the people who work them. Simple poems in Spanish and English, one
for each letter of the Spanish alphabet, describe the wonder of the vegetable and fruit farms.
Together, the poems and the rich illustrations celebrate the glory of nature and the hearts of all who
dedicate their lives to working the land.
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: Another Country Scott Herring, 2010-06 'Another Country'
expands the possibilities of queer studies beyond the city limits, investigating the lives of rural
queers across the United States, from faeries in the Midwest to lesbian separatist communes on the
coast of Northern California.
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: Return to Sender Julia Alvarez, 2009-01-13 After Tyler's
father is injured in a tractor accident, his family hires migrant Mexican workers to help save their
Vermont farm from foreclosure. Tyler isn’ t sure what to make of these workers. Are they
undocumented? And what about the three daughters, particularly Mari, the oldest, who is proud of
her Mexican heritage but also increasingly connected her American life. Her family lives in constant
fear of being discovered by the authorities and sent back to the poverty they left behind in Mexico.
Can Tyler and Mari find a way to be friends despite their differences? In a novel full of hope, but no
easy answers, Julia Alvarez weaves a beautiful and timely story that will stay with readers long after
they finish it.
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: Bifocal Deborah Ellis, Eric Walters, 2008 When a Muslim
boy is arrested at a high school on suspicion of terrorist affiliations, growing racial tensions divide
the student population.
  the circuit by francisco jimenez: The Book of Yaak Rick Bass, 1997-09-15 The Yaak Valley of
northwestern Montana is one of the last great wild places in the United States, a land of black bears
and grizzlies, wolves and coyotes, bald and golden eagles, wolverine, lynx, marten, fisher, elk, and
even a handful of humans. It is a land of magic, but its magic may not be enough to save it from the
forces threatening it now. The Yaak does have one trick up its sleeve, though: a writer to give it
voice. In Winter Rick Bass portrayed the wonder of living in the valley. In The Book of Yaak he
captures the soul of the valley itself, and he shows how, if places like the Yaak are lost, we too are
lost. Rick Bass has never been a writer to hold back, but The Book of Yaak is his most passionate
book yet, a dramatic narrative of a man fighting to defend the place he loves.
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