
the house of mirth

the house of mirth stands as one of the most influential works in American
literature, crafted by the esteemed author Edith Wharton. This article
provides a comprehensive exploration of the novel’s rich themes, memorable
characters, and enduring cultural impact. Readers will discover the
historical context in which the book was written, a detailed plot summary,
analysis of the major themes such as social class and gender roles, and a
closer look at its critical reception over time. Whether you are a literature
enthusiast, a student, or someone interested in classic novels, this guide
offers valuable insights and SEO-optimized information about "The House of
Mirth." Dive into the nuances of Wharton’s storytelling and learn why this
masterpiece continues to captivate audiences more than a century after its
publication.
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Overview of The House of Mirth

"The House of Mirth" is a landmark novel published in 1905 by Edith Wharton,
renowned for its incisive depiction of New York’s high society during the
Gilded Age. The narrative centers on Lily Bart, a beautiful yet financially
insecure woman navigating the complex social hierarchies of her time. Through
its vivid prose and psychological depth, the novel offers a penetrating
critique of wealth, status, and the constraints placed upon women in early
twentieth-century America. As one of Wharton’s earliest successes, "The House
of Mirth" established her reputation as a master observer of social mores and
a pioneer in American literary realism.

Historical and Literary Context

Edith Wharton and Her Era

Edith Wharton was a prominent figure in American literature, born into a
privileged New York family in 1862. She drew on her personal experiences to
portray the intricacies of upper-class society with authenticity. The Gilded
Age, a period marked by rapid economic growth and stark social contrasts,



serves as the backdrop for "The House of Mirth." Wharton’s writing reflects
the tensions between traditional values and emerging modernity during this
transformative era.

Literary Movements and Influences

"The House of Mirth" is often associated with literary realism, a movement
that emphasizes the truthful representation of everyday life. Wharton’s style
is characterized by meticulous attention to detail and psychological insight,
influenced by writers like Henry James. The novel provides a window into the
social dynamics of turn-of-the-century New York, blending elements of drama,
tragedy, and social satire.

Plot Summary

Introduction to Lily Bart’s Journey

The story of "The House of Mirth" follows Lily Bart, a strikingly attractive
woman who relies on her beauty and charm to maintain her status in elite
circles. Despite her outward poise, Lily faces mounting financial pressures
and the expectations of marriage within her social class. Her pursuit of
security and happiness leads her through a series of complex relationships
and social obstacles.

Major Events and Turning Points

Lily’s initial attempts to secure a wealthy husband in New York’s upper
class

Her involvement with Lawrence Selden, whose ideals conflict with
societal norms

Financial setbacks and misunderstandings that threaten her reputation

Lily’s gradual social decline and struggle for independence

The novel’s tragic conclusion, highlighting the consequences of societal
pressures

Throughout the narrative, Wharton masterfully depicts Lily’s internal
conflicts, her vulnerability in the face of gossip, and her ultimate fate as
a victim of the rigid social codes of her era.

Main Characters in The House of Mirth



Lily Bart

Lily Bart is the protagonist of "The House of Mirth." Her beauty and wit make
her a celebrated figure in New York society, but her lack of financial
security leaves her vulnerable. Lily’s journey is marked by her quest for
love, acceptance, and autonomy, as she grapples with the expectations placed
upon women of her class.

Lawrence Selden

Lawrence Selden is a thoughtful and principled lawyer who develops a complex
relationship with Lily. He represents an alternative to the materialistic
values of their social circle, yet his inability to commit fully to Lily
ultimately contributes to her downfall.

Supporting Characters

Bertha Dorset – A manipulative socialite who plays a key role in Lily’s
misfortunes

Simon Rosedale – A wealthy businessman whose marriage proposal tests
Lily’s values

Gerty Farish – Lily’s loyal friend who offers emotional support

Carry Fisher – A pragmatic woman who navigates society with skill

Each character in "The House of Mirth" reflects different facets of society,
contributing to the novel’s exploration of morality, ambition, and
vulnerability.

Major Themes and Motifs

Social Class and Wealth

A central theme in "The House of Mirth" is the influence of social class and
wealth on personal relationships and individual destiny. Wharton exposes the
fragility of status and the lengths to which characters go to secure their
positions. Lily’s struggles underscore the precariousness of life dependent
on appearance and social favor.

Gender Roles and Expectations

The novel offers a critical look at the limitations imposed on women in the
early twentieth century. Lily’s choices are constrained by the expectations
of marriage and propriety, highlighting the lack of agency afforded to women



in her social milieu. Wharton’s portrayal remains relevant, resonating with
contemporary discussions about gender and autonomy.

Morality and Hypocrisy

Wharton deftly explores the theme of morality versus social hypocrisy.
Characters often act out of self-interest, masking their ambitions behind a
veneer of respectability. Lily’s integrity is tested as she navigates these
treacherous waters, and her refusal to compromise her principles sets her
apart, even as it isolates her.

Motifs of Appearance and Reality

The contrast between outward beauty and inner turmoil

The role of gossip and reputation

Symbolism of luxury and decline

These motifs enrich the narrative and deepen the reader’s understanding of
Lily’s plight and the broader societal critique embedded in the novel.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Contemporary Reviews

Upon its release, "The House of Mirth" was widely praised for its keen social
analysis and compelling storytelling. Critics lauded Wharton’s ability to
capture the nuances of elite society and the psychological realism of her
characters. The novel quickly became a bestseller and solidified Wharton’s
status as a leading literary figure.

Enduring Impact

Over the decades, "The House of Mirth" has been celebrated for its timeless
themes and sophisticated prose. Scholars continue to examine its relevance to
issues such as gender, class, and ethics. The novel’s influence extends
beyond literature, sparking discussions in fields like cultural studies and
women’s history.

Adaptations and Cultural Influence



Film and Television Adaptations

The 2000 feature film starring Gillian Anderson as Lily Bart

Earlier adaptations for stage and television

Continued interest in new interpretations

These adaptations bring Wharton’s story to new audiences, showcasing its
dramatic potential and emotional depth.

Influence on Literature and Society

"The House of Mirth" has inspired countless writers and artists, serving as a
touchstone for explorations of social critique and character-driven drama.
Its portrayal of the struggle for self-determination in a rigid society
continues to resonate, making it a staple in academic curricula and literary
discussions.

Legacy in Modern Culture

References to "The House of Mirth" appear in popular media, academic circles,
and even fashion and art. The novel’s enduring relevance is a testament to
Wharton’s insight and storytelling prowess, ensuring its place in the canon
of American literature.

Trending Questions and Answers about The House
of Mirth

Q: Who is the author of The House of Mirth?
A: The House of Mirth was written by Edith Wharton, an acclaimed American
novelist known for her incisive social commentary.

Q: What is the main theme of The House of Mirth?
A: The main theme of The House of Mirth is the impact of social class and
wealth on personal freedom and happiness, with a particular focus on the
limitations faced by women.

Q: When was The House of Mirth published?
A: The House of Mirth was first published in 1905.



Q: Who is the protagonist of The House of Mirth?
A: Lily Bart is the protagonist, whose beauty and vulnerability drive the
novel’s exploration of society and personal destiny.

Q: What is the setting of The House of Mirth?
A: The novel is set in New York City during the Gilded Age, capturing the
opulence and social rivalries of the era.

Q: Has The House of Mirth been adapted into a film?
A: Yes, The House of Mirth was adapted into a feature film in 2000, starring
Gillian Anderson as Lily Bart.

Q: What makes The House of Mirth a classic novel?
A: The House of Mirth is considered a classic due to its timeless themes,
nuanced characters, and Edith Wharton’s masterful depiction of high society.

Q: How does The House of Mirth address gender roles?
A: The novel critically examines the restricted choices and societal
expectations faced by women, particularly through Lily Bart’s experiences.

Q: What literary movement is The House of Mirth
associated with?
A: The House of Mirth is associated with literary realism, focusing on
authentic portrayals of characters and society.

Q: Why is Lily Bart’s story considered tragic?
A: Lily Bart’s story is considered tragic because her struggle for autonomy
is ultimately thwarted by societal constraints and the harsh realities of her
environment.

The House Of Mirth
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The House of Mirth: A Glimpse into Edith Wharton's
Gilded Cage

Introduction:

Edith Wharton's The House of Mirth, published in 1905, remains a captivating exploration of
ambition, social class, and the devastating consequences of societal constraints. More than just a
historical novel, it offers a timeless critique of wealth, morality, and the precarious position of
women in a rapidly changing world. This post delves deep into the novel's intricate plot, its
compelling characters, and its enduring relevance in contemporary society. We will analyze the
themes of social climbing, the limitations placed upon women, and the ultimately tragic fate of Lily
Bart, Wharton's unforgettable protagonist. Prepare to be swept away by the glittering world of New
York high society and the heartbreaking story at its core.

Lily Bart: A Portrait of Ambition and Entrapment

Lily Bart, the novel's central figure, embodies the tragic consequences of navigating a society
obsessed with appearances and wealth. Beautiful, intelligent, and charming, she possesses the
potential for a fulfilling life, yet finds herself trapped by the rigid social structures of her time. Her
ambition is not solely for material wealth, but for a meaningful connection and a life beyond the
superficiality that surrounds her. However, her desperate attempts to secure a financially
advantageous marriage ultimately lead to her downfall.

The Crushing Weight of Social Expectations

Wharton masterfully portrays the suffocating pressure Lily faces to secure a wealthy husband. Her
social standing is entirely dependent on her ability to marry well, a fact that severely limits her
choices and autonomy. The constant scrutiny and judgment from society leave Lily vulnerable,
forcing her to make compromises that erode her integrity and ultimately destroy her.

Lily's Internal Conflicts and Moral Ambiguity

Lily is not simply a victim of circumstance. She is a complex character with her own flaws and
questionable choices. Her pursuit of wealth and social standing leads her to engage in morally
ambiguous behavior, blurring the lines between ambition and desperation. This internal conflict
makes her a far more compelling and relatable character than a simple damsel in distress.



The Gilded Cage: Exploring the Themes of Wealth and
Society

The House of Mirth is not just a character study; it’s a sharp critique of the Gilded Age itself.
Wharton exposes the superficiality, hypocrisy, and moral decay hidden beneath the glittering facade
of wealth and social privilege.

The Hypocrisy of High Society

Wharton masterfully reveals the hypocrisy of New York's elite, exposing their ruthless pursuit of
wealth and status at the expense of genuine human connection and morality. Their social circles are
governed by rigid rules and unspoken expectations, making genuine relationships difficult to
maintain. Lily's struggles highlight the inherent contradictions and moral ambiguities within this
elite society.

The Limitations Placed Upon Women

The novel powerfully illustrates the limitations imposed upon women in the early 20th century. Lily's
options are severely restricted by the societal expectations placed upon her gender. Marriage is
presented as the only viable path to financial security and social acceptance, leaving her with few
alternatives and ultimately leading to her tragic end. This aspect of the novel remains sadly relevant
even today, as women continue to face systemic inequalities in various aspects of life.

The Tragic Descent and Enduring Legacy

Lily Bart's story is not one of triumphant success, but of heartbreaking failure. Her relentless pursuit
of a secure future within a restrictive society ultimately leads to her ruin. However, her tragic fate
serves as a powerful indictment of the social structures that confined her and countless other
women.

A Timeless Critique of Societal Pressures

Despite being set over a century ago, the themes explored in The House of Mirth remain strikingly
relevant. The pressures to conform to societal expectations, the challenges faced by women seeking
independence, and the corrosive effects of materialism continue to resonate with readers today.
Wharton's critique of social inequality and the human cost of ambition transcends its historical



setting, giving the novel enduring power and significance.

Conclusion:

The House of Mirth remains a powerful and enduring work of literature. It offers a compelling
exploration of ambition, social class, and the devastating consequences of societal constraints.
Through Lily Bart's tragic journey, Edith Wharton delivers a timeless critique of wealth, morality,
and the precarious position of women in a rapidly changing world. The novel’s enduring relevance
lies in its ability to expose the hypocrisy and inequalities that persist even in contemporary society.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Is The House of Mirth a difficult read? While the language is somewhat formal, the narrative is
engaging and the characters are well-developed, making it a rewarding, albeit challenging, read for
those interested in exploring 20th-century literature.

2. What are the main themes of The House of Mirth? The primary themes include the limitations
placed upon women in society, the superficiality and hypocrisy of the wealthy elite, the destructive
nature of societal pressures, and the devastating consequences of ambition.

3. How does The House of Mirth reflect the Gilded Age? The novel provides a vivid depiction of the
lavish lifestyle and social complexities of the Gilded Age, highlighting both the glamour and the
moral decay underlying the opulent facade.

4. Is Lily Bart a sympathetic character? Lily is a complex character, flawed yet relatable. Her
ambition and questionable choices make her neither wholly virtuous nor entirely villainous, which
contributes to the novel's depth and resonance.

5. Why is The House of Mirth still relevant today? The novel's themes of social inequality, the
struggle for independence, and the pressures of societal expectations continue to resonate with
readers in the 21st century, demonstrating its enduring power and relevance.

  the house of mirth: The House of Mirth Edith Wharton, 1905
  the house of mirth: The House of Mirth Edith Wharton,
  the house of mirth: The House of Mirth Edith Wharton, 2024-05-30 In late 19th-century New
York, high society places great demands on a woman—she must be beautiful, wealthy, cultured, and
above all, virtuous, at least on the surface. At 29, Lily Bart has had every opportunity to marry
successfully within her social class, but her irresponsible lifestyle and high standards lead her
further and further down the social ladder. Her gambling debts are catching up with her, and an
arrangement with a friend's husband causes society to begin questioning her virtue. The House of
Mirth is Edith Wharton’s sharp critique of an American upper class she viewed as morally corrupt



and relentlessly materialistic. EDITH WHARTON [1862–1937], born in New York, made her debut at
the age of forty but managed to write around twenty novels, nearly a hundred short stories, poetry,
travelogues, and essays. Wharton was nominated for the Nobel Prize in Literature three times: 1927,
1928, and 1930. For The Age of Innocence [1920], she was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in 1921.
  the house of mirth: The House of Mirth (Volume 1 of 2 ) (EasyRead Super Large 20pt
Edition) Edith Wharton, 2008-11-05 Books for All Kinds of Readers Read HowYouWant offers the
widest selection of on-demand, accessible format editions on the market today. Our 7 different sizes
of EasyRead are optimized by increasing the font size and spacing between the words and the
letters. We partner with leading publishers around the globe. Our goal is to have accessible editions
simultaneously released with publishers' new books so that all readers can have access to the books
they want to read. To find more books in your format visit www.readhowyouwant.com
  the house of mirth: The House of Mirth Edith Wharton, 1993-05-01 A black comedy of manners
about vast wealth and a woman who can define herself only through the perceptions of others. The
beautiful Lily Bart lives among the nouveaux riches of New York City – people whose millions were
made in railroads, shipping, land speculation and banking. In this morally and aesthetically bankrupt
world, Lily, age twenty-nine, seeks a husband who can satisfy her cravings for endless admiration
and all the trappings of wealth. But her quest comes to a scandalous end when she is accused of
being the mistress of a wealthy man. Exiled from her familiar world of artificial conventions, Lily
finds life impossible. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers
trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
  the house of mirth: The House of Mirth Edith Wharton, 2002 The heroine of this novel is Lily
Bart, whose goal is to secure a rich husband who can sustain her lifestyle. She operates in a world
where social position is important, but money can buy it. Lily is redeemed by her clear view of the
corrupt society which is her gilded cage.
  the house of mirth: The Touchstone Edith Wharton, Joseph Henry Patrick Brown, Thomas
Brassey, 2014-07-07 This book contains Edith Wharton's first novella and the second book she ever
wrote, 'The Touchstone'. This narrative follows Stephen Glennard, a young man whose destitution
leads him into a dubious money-making scheme which he embarks on so that he can afford to marry
the woman he loves. After seeing an advertisement seeking any papers or correspondences related
to a recently deceased author that he had been in communication with, he snaps up the opportunity.
A tale of how social strata, money, and self-deprecation can impact love, 'The Touchstone' is well
worth a read and is not to be missed by fans and collectors of Wharton's prolific work. This classic
text has been chosen for its immense literary value, and we are proud to republish it here, complete
with a new introductory biography of the author. Edith Wharton was a Pulitzer Prize-winning
American novelist, short story writer, and designer.
  the house of mirth: New Essays on 'The House of Mirth' Deborah Esch, 2001-01-15 This
volume, first published in 2001, makes distinctive claims for the historical, critical, and theoretical
significance of Wharton's breakthrough work.
  the house of mirth: Edith Wharton's The House of Mirth Carol J. Singley, 2003 'The House of
Mirth' is perhaps Edith Wharton's best-known and most frequently read novel. This casebook
collects critical essays addressing a broad spectrum of topics and utilizing a range of critical and
theoretical approaches.
  the house of mirth: The Buccaneers Edith Wharton, Marion Mainwaring, 1994-10-01 Edith
Wharton's spellbinding final novel tells a story of love in the gilded age that crosses the boundaries
of society—soon to be an original series on AppleTV+! “Brave, lively, engaging...a fairy-tale novel,
miraculouly returned to life.”—The New York Times Book Review Set in the 1870s, the same period
as Wharton's The Age of Innocence, The Buccaneers is about five wealthy American girls denied
entry into New York Society because their parents' money is too new. At the suggestion of their



clever governess, the girls sail to London, where they marry lords, earls, and dukes who find their
beauty charming—and their wealth extremely useful. After Wharton's death in 1937, The Christian
Science Monitor said, If it could have been completed, The Buccaneers would doubtless stand
among the richest and most sophisticated of Wharton's novels. Now, with wit and imagination,
Marion Mainwaring has finished the story, taking her cue from Wharton's own synopsis. It is a novel
any Wharton fan will celebrate and any romantic reader will love. This is the richly engaging story of
Nan St. George and Guy Thwarte, an American heiress and an English aristocrat, whose love breaks
the rules of both their societies.
  the house of mirth: McTeague Frank Norris, 2023-06-09 McTeague is an enormously strong
but dim-witted former miner now working as a dentist in San Francisco towards the end of the
nineteenth century. He falls in love with Trina, one of his patients, and shortly after their
engagement she wins a large sum in a lottery. All is well until McTeague is betrayed and they fall
into a life of increasing poverty and degradation. This novel is often presented as an example of
American naturalism where the behavior and experience of characters are constrained by
“nature”—both their own heredity nature, and the broader social environment. McTeague was
published in 1899 as the first of Norris’s major novels.
  the house of mirth: Edith Wharton's The House of Mirth Janet Beer, Pamela Knights,
Elizabeth Nolan, 2007 Edith Wharton’s The House of Mirth (1905) is a sharp and satirical, but also
sensitive and tragic analysis of a young, single woman trying to find her place in a materialistic and
unforgiving society. The House of Mirth offers a fascinating insight into the culture of the time and,
as suggested by the success of recent film adaptations, it is also an enduring tale of love, ambition
and social pressures still relevant today. Including a selection of illustrations from the original
magazine publication, which offers a unique insight to what the contemporary reader would have
seen, this volume also provides: an accessible introduction to the text and contexts of The House of
Mirth a critical history, surveying the many interpretations of the text from publication to the
present a selection of new critical essays on the The House of Mirth, by Edie Thornton, Katherine
Joslin, Janet Beer, Elizabeth Nolan, Kathy Fedorko and Pamela Knights, providing a range of
perspectives on the novel and extending the coverage of key critical approaches identified in the
survey section cross-references between sections of the guide, in order to suggest links between
texts, contexts and criticism suggestions for further reading. Part of the Routledge Guides to
Literature series, this volume is essential reading for all those beginning detailed study of The House
of Mirth and seeking not only a guide to the novel, but a way through the wealth of contextual and
critical material that surrounds Wharton’s text.
  the house of mirth: Edith Wharton at Home Richard Guy Wilson, 2012-09-04 The Mount, Edith
Wharton’s country place in the Berkshires, is truly an autobiographical house. There Wharton wrote
some of her best-known and successful novels, including Ethan Frome and House of Mirth. The
house itself, completed in 1902, embodies principles set forth in Wharton's famous book The
Decoration of Houses, and the surrounding landscape displays her deep knowledge of Italian
gardens. Wandering the grounds of this historic home, one can see the influence of Wharton’s
inimitable spirit in its architecture and design, just as one can sense the Mount’s impact on the
extraordinary life of Edith Wharton herself. The Mount sits in the rolling landscape of the Berkshire
Hills, with views overlooking Laurel Lake and all the way out to the mountains. At the turn of the
century, Lenox and Stockbridge were thriving summer resort communities, home to Vanderbilts,
Sloanes, and other prominent families of the Gilded Age. At once a leader and a recorder of this
glamorous society, Edith Wharton stands at the pinnacle of turn of the twentieth-century American
literature and social history. The Mount was crucial to her success, and the story of her life there is
filled with gatherings of literary figures and artists. Edith Wharton at Home presents Wharton’s life
at The Mount in vivid detail with authoritative text by Richard Guy Wilson and archival images, as
well as new color photography of the restoration of The Mount and its spectacular gardens. The
Mount was to give me country cares and joys, long happy rides and drives through the wooded lanes
of that loveliest region, the companionship of dear friends, and the freedom from trivial obligations,



which was necessary if I was to go on with my writing. The Mount was my first real home . . . its
blessed influence still lives in me. —Edith Wharton, 1934
  the house of mirth: The Reef Edith Wharton, 1913
  the house of mirth: The Cambridge Companion to American Realism and Naturalism
Donald Pizer, 1995-06-30 This Companion examines a number of issues related to the terms realism
and naturalism. The introduction seeks both to discuss the problems in the use of these two terms in
relation to late nineteenth-century fiction and to describe the history of previous efforts to make the
terms expressive of American writing of this period. The Companion includes ten essays which fall
into four categories: essays on the historical context of realism and naturalism by Louis Budd and
Richard Lehan; essays on critical approaches to the movements since the early 1970s by Michael
Anesko, essays on the efforts to expand the canon of realism and naturalism by Elizabeth Ammons;
and a full-scale discussion of ten major texts, from W. D. Howell's The Rise of Silas Lapham to Jack
London's The Call of the Wild, by John W. Crowley, Tom Quirk, J. C. Levenson, Blanche Gelfant,
Barbara Hochman, and Jacqueline Tavernier-Courbin.
  the house of mirth: Summer Edith Wharton, 1917 One of the first novels to deal honestly with
a woman's sexual awakening, Summer created a sensation upon its 1917 publication. The Pulitzer
Prize-winning author of Ethan Frome shattered the standards of conventional love stories with
candor and realism. Nearly a century later, this tale remains fresh and relevant.
  the house of mirth: Three Novels of New York Edith Wharton, 2012-02-29 For the 150th
anniversary of Edith Wharton's birth: her three greatest novels, in a couture-inspired deluxe edition
featuring a new introduction by Jonathan Franzen Born into a distinguished New York family, Edith
Wharton chronicled the lives of the wealthy, the well born, and the nouveau riches in fiction that
often hinges on the collision of personal passion and social convention. This volume brings together
her best-loved novels, all set in New York. The House of Mirth is the story of Lily Bart, who needs a
rich husband but refuses to marry without both love and money. The Custom of the Country follows
the marriages and affairs of Undine Spragg, who is as vain, spoiled, and selfish as she is irresistibly
fascinating. The Pulitzer Prize-winning The Age of Innocence concerns the passionate bond that
develops between the newly engaged Newland Archer and his finacée's cousin, the Countess
Olenska, new to New York and newly divorced. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the
leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,800 titles,
Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across
genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.
  the house of mirth: Winter Solstice Rosamunde Pilcher, 2011-04-01 In Winter Solstice
Rosamunde Pilcher brings her readers into the lives of five very different people.... Elfrida Phipps,
once of London's stage, moved to the English village of Dibton in hopes of making a new life for
herself. Gradually she settled into the comfortable familiarity of village life -- shopkeepers knowing
her tastes, neighbors calling her by name -- still she finds herself lonely. Oscar Blundell gave up his
life as a musician in order to marry Gloria. They have a beautiful daughter, Francesca, and it is only
because of their little girl that Oscar views his sacrificed career as worthwhile. Carrie returns from
Austria at the end of an ill-fated affair with a married man to find her mother and aunt sharing a
home and squabbling endlessly. With Christmas approaching, Carrie agrees to look after her aunt's
awkward and quiet teenage daughter, Lucy, so that her mother might enjoy a romantic fling in
America. Sam Howard is trying to pull his life back together after his wife has left him for another.
He is without home and without roots, all he has is his job. Business takes him to northern Scotland,
where he falls in love with the lush, craggy landscape and set his sights on a house. It is the strange
rippling effects of a tragedy that will bring these five characters together in a large, neglected estate
house near the Scottish fishing town of Creagan. It is in this house, on the shortest day of the year,
that the lives of five people will come together and be forever changed. Rosamunde Pilcher's
long-awaited return to the page will warm the hearts of readers both old and new. Winter Solstice is



a novel of love, loyalty and rebirth.
  the house of mirth: A Wife of Noble Character Yvonne Georgina Puig, 2016-08-02 Raised by a
cold and regal aunt who has taught her to rely on her beauty and Texas tradition to secure a wealthy
husband, thirty-year-old Vivienne Cally both attracts and repels a respected architectural graduate
who cannot see himself fitting into her high-society circles.
  the house of mirth: Love Me Back Merritt Tierce, 2015-06-09 Sharp and dangerous and
breathtaking.... A defiant story about a young woman choosing the life and motherhood that is best
for her, without apology.” —Roxane Gay, bestselling author of Bad Feminist Marie is a waitress at an
upscale Dallas steakhouse, attuned to the appetites of her patrons and gifted at hiding her private
struggle as a young single mother behind an easy smile and a crisp white apron. It’s a world of long
hours and late nights, and Marie often gives in to self-destructive impulses, losing herself in a tangle
of bodies and urgent highs as her desire for obliteration competes with a stubborn will to survive.
Pulsing with a fierce and feral energy, Love Me Back is an unapologetic portrait of a woman cutting
a precarious path through early adulthood and the herald of a powerful new voice in American
fiction.
  the house of mirth: The House of Mirth Illustrated Edith Wharton, 2020-08-24 The House of
Mirth is a 1905 novel by the American author Edith Wharton. It tells the story of Lily Bart, a
well-born but impoverished woman belonging to New York City's high society around the turn of the
last century.[a] Wharton creates a portrait of a stunning beauty who, though raised and educated to
marry well both socially and economically, is reaching her 29th year, an age when her youthful blush
is drawing to a close and her marital prospects are becoming ever more limited. The House of Mirth
traces Lily's slow two-year social descent from privilege to a tragically lonely existence on the
margins of society. In the words of one scholar, Wharton uses Lily as an attack on an irresponsible,
grasping and morally corrupt upper class.
  the house of mirth: Dishoom Shamil Thakrar, Kavi Thakrar, Naved Nasir, 2019-09-05 THE
SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER 'A love letter to Bombay told through food and stories, including their
legendary black daal' Yotam Ottolenghi At long last, Dishoom share the secrets to their much
sought-after Bombay comfort food: the Bacon Naan Roll, Black Daal, Okra Fries, Jackfruit Biryani,
Chicken Ruby and Lamb Raan, along with Masala Chai, coolers and cocktails. As you learn to cook
the comforting Dishoom menu at home, you will also be taken on a day-long tour of south Bombay,
peppered with much eating and drinking. You'll discover the simple joy of early chai and omelette at
Kyani and Co., of dawdling in Horniman Circle on a lazy morning, of eating your fill on Mohammed
Ali Road, of strolling on the sands at Chowpatty at sunset or taking the air at Nariman Point at night.
This beautiful cookery book and its equally beautiful photography will transport you to Dishoom's
most treasured corners of an eccentric and charming Bombay. Read it, and you will find yourself
replete with recipes and stories to share with all who come to your table. 'This book is a total
delight. The photography, the recipes and above all, the stories. I've never read a book that has
made me look so longingly at my suitcase' Nigel Slater
  the house of mirth: The Greater Inclination Edith Wharton, 1900
  the house of mirth: Things Fall Apart Chinua Achebe, 1994-09-01 “A true classic of world
literature . . . A masterpiece that has inspired generations of writers in Nigeria, across Africa, and
around the world.” —Barack Obama “African literature is incomplete and unthinkable without the
works of Chinua Achebe.” —Toni Morrison Nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels by
PBS’s The Great American Read Things Fall Apart is the first of three novels in Chinua Achebe's
critically acclaimed African Trilogy. It is a classic narrative about Africa's cataclysmic encounter
with Europe as it establishes a colonial presence on the continent. Told through the fictional
experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and fearless Igbo warrior of Umuofia in the late 1800s, Things
Fall Apart explores one man's futile resistance to the devaluing of his Igbo traditions by British
political andreligious forces and his despair as his community capitulates to the powerful new order.
With more than 20 million copies sold and translated into fifty-seven languages, Things Fall Apart
provides one of the most illuminating and permanent monuments to African experience. Achebe does



not only capture life in a pre-colonial African village, he conveys the tragedy of the loss of that world
while broadening our understanding of our contemporary realities.
  the house of mirth: Gooseberries Anton Chekhov, 2015-02-26 Oh, good God, he kept saying
with great relish. Good God... 'Gooseberries' is accompanied here by 'The Kiss' and 'The Two
Volodyas' - three exquisite depictions of love and loss in nineteenth-century Russia by Chekhov, the
great master of the short story form. Introducing Little Black Classics: 80 books for Penguin's 80th
birthday. Little Black Classics celebrate the huge range and diversity of Penguin Classics, with books
from around the world and across many centuries. They take us from a balloon ride over Victorian
London to a garden of blossom in Japan, from Tierra del Fuego to 16th-century California and the
Russian steppe. Here are stories lyrical and savage; poems epic and intimate; essays satirical and
inspirational; and ideas that have shaped the lives of millions. Anton Chekhov (1860-1904).
Chekhov's works available in Penguin Classics are The Steppe and Other Stories, Ward No. 6 and
Other Stories, The Lady with the Little Dog and Other Stories, The Shooting Party, Plays and A Life
in Letters.
  the house of mirth: Lucy Gayheart Willa Cather, 1995-09-26 In this haunting 1935 novel, the
Pulitzer Prize–winning author of My Ántonia performs crystalline variations on the themes that
preoccupy her greatest fiction: the impermanence of innocence, the opposition between prairie and
city, provincial American values and world culture, and the grandeur, elation, and heartache that
await a gifted young woman who leaves her small Nebraska town to pursue a life in art. At the age of
eighteen, Lucy Gayheart heads for Chicago to study music. She is beautiful and impressionable and
ardent, and these qualities attract the attention of Clement Sebastian, an aging but charismatic
singer who exercises all the tragic, sinister fascination of a man who has renounced life only to turn
back to seize it one last time. Out of their doomed love affair—and Lucy's fatal estrangement from
her origins—Willa Cather creates a novel that is as achingly lovely as a Schubert sonata.
  the house of mirth: Selected Poems of Edith Wharton Edith Wharton, Irene Goldman-Price,
2019-07-09 Edith Wharton, the first woman to win the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction with her novel The
Age of Innocence, was also a brilliant poet. This revealing collection of 134 poems brings together a
fascinating array of her verse—including fifty poems that have never before been published. The
celebrated American novelist and short story writer Edith Wharton, author of The House of Mirth,
Ethan Frome, and the Pulitzer Prize–winning The Age of Innocence, was also a dedicated, passionate
poet. A lover of words, she read, studied, and composed poetry all of her life, publishing her first
collection of poems at the age of sixteen. In her memoir, A Backward Glance, Wharton declared
herself dazzled by poetry; she called it her “chiefest passion and greatest joy.” The 134 selected
poems in this volume include fifty published for the first time. Wharton’s poetry is arranged
thematically, offering context as the poems explore new facets of her literary ability and character.
These works illuminate a richer, sometimes darker side of Wharton. Her subjects range from the
public and political—her first published poem was about a boy who hanged himself in jail—to
intimate lyric poems expressing heartbreak, loss, and mortality. She wrote frequently about works of
art and historical figures and places, and some of her most striking work explores the origins of
creativity itself. These selected poems showcase Wharton’s vivid imagination and her personal
experience. Relatively overlooked until now, her poetry and its importance in her life provide an
enlightening lens through which to view one of the finest writers of the twentieth century.
  the house of mirth: Old New York Edith Wharton, 2008-06-30 Four novellas by the Pulitzer
Prize–winning author of The Age of Innocence, brilliantly capturing New York of the 1840s, '50s,
'60s, and '70s. The four short novels in this collection are set in the New York of the 1840s, '50s,
'60s, and '70s, each one revealing the codes and customs that ruled society, portrayed with the keen
style that is uniquely Edith Wharton's. Originally published in 1924 and long out of print, these tales
are vintage Wharton, dealing boldly with such themes as infidelity, illegitimacy, jealousy, the class
system, and the condition of women in society. Included in this remarkable quartet are False Dawn,
which concerns the stormy relationship between a domineering father and his son; The Old Maid,
the best known of the four, in which a young woman's secret illegitimate child is adopted by her best



friend—with devastating results; The Spark, about a young man's moral rehabilitation, which is
sparked by a chance encounter with Walt Whitman; and New Year's Day, an O. Henryesque tale of a
married woman suspected of adultery. Old New York is Wharton at her finest.
  the house of mirth: The Dilettante Edith Wharton, 2013-01-25 The as usual was his own
qualification of the act; a convenient way of bridging the interval—in days and other sequences—that
lay between this visit and the last. It was characteristic of him that he instinctively excluded his call
two days earlier, with Ruth Gaynor, from the list of his visits to Mrs. Vervain: the special conditions
attending it had made it no more like a visit to Mrs. Vervain than an engraved dinner invitation is
like a personal letter.
  the house of mirth: The Valley of Decision Edith Wharton, 1902 The heir-presumptive of a
north Italian Duchy tries to establish a constitution.
  the house of mirth: Look at Me Jennifer Egan, 2009-12-23 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD
FINALIST • In this ambitiously multilayered novel from the bestselling, award-winning author of A
Visit from the Goon Squad, a fashion model named Charlotte Swenson emerges from a car accident
in her Illinois hometown with her face so badly shattered that it takes eighty titanium screws to
reassemble it. She returns to New York still beautiful but oddly unrecognizable, a virtual stranger in
the world she once effortlessly occupied. With the surreal authority of a David Lynch, Jennifer Egan
threads Charlotte’s narrative with those of other casualties of our infatuation with the image.
There’s a deceptively plain teenaged girl embarking on a dangerous secret life, an alcoholic private
eye, and an enigmatic stranger who changes names and accents as he prepares an apocalyptic blow
against American society. As these narratives inexorably converge, Look at Me becomes a coolly
mesmerizing intellectual thriller of identity and imposture.
  the house of mirth: The Philosophy of Andy Warhol Andy Warhol, 1977 Warhol offers his
observations of love, beauty, fame, work, and art and discusses the continuous play and display of
his many fetishes.
  the house of mirth: Once Upon a Broken Heart Stephanie Garber, 2021-09-28 #1 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! ONCE UPON A BROKEN HEART marks the launch of a new series from
Stephanie Garber about love, curses, and the lengths that people will go to for happily ever after For
as long as she can remember, Evangeline Fox has believed in true love and happy endings . . . until
she learns that the love of her life will marry another. Desperate to stop the wedding and to heal her
wounded heart, Evangeline strikes a deal with the charismatic, but wicked, Prince of Hearts. In
exchange for his help, he asks for three kisses, to be given at the time and place of his choosing. But
after Evangeline’s first promised kiss, she learns that bargaining with an immortal is a dangerous
game — and that the Prince of Hearts wants far more from her than she’d pledged. He has plans for
Evangeline, plans that will either end in the greatest happily ever after, or the most exquisite
tragedy.
  the house of mirth: The White Cascade Gary Krist, 2008-01-22 The never-before-told story of
one of the worst rail disasters in U.S. history in which two trains full of people, trapped high in the
Cascade Mountains, are hit by a devastating avalanche In February 1910, a monstrous blizzard
centered on Washington State hit the Northwest, breaking records. The world stopped—but
nowhere was the danger more terrifying than near a tiny town called Wellington, perched high in
the Cascade Mountains, where a desperate situation evolved minute by minute: two trainloads of
cold, hungry passengers and their crews found themselves marooned without escape, their railcars
gradually being buried in the rising drifts. For days, an army of the Great Northern Railroad's most
dedicated men—led by the line's legendarily courageous superintendent, James O'Neill—worked
round-the-clock to rescue the trains. But the storm was unrelenting, and to the passenger's great
anxiety, the railcars—their only shelter—were parked precariously on the edge of a steep ravine. As
the days passed, food and coal supplies dwindled. Panic and rage set in as snow accumulated deeper
and deeper on the cliffs overhanging the trains. Finally, just when escape seemed possible, the
unthinkable occurred: the earth shifted and a colossal avalanche tumbled from the high pinnacles,
sweeping the trains and their sleeping passengers over the steep slope and down the mountainside.



Centered on the astonishing spectacle of our nation's deadliest avalanche, Gary Krist's The White
Cascade is the masterfully told story of a supremely dramatic and never-before-documented
American tragedy. An adventure saga filled with colorful and engaging history, this is epic narrative
storytelling at its finest.
  the house of mirth: The House of Mirth Illustrated Edith Wharton, 2021-05-13 The House of
Mirth is a 1905 novel by American author Edith Wharton. It tells the story of Lily Bart, a well-born
but impoverished woman belonging to New York City's high society around the end of the 19th
century
  the house of mirth: The House of Mirth Edith Wharton, 2021-03-24 The House of Mirth is a
1905 novel by American author Edith Wharton. It tells the story of Lily Bart, a well-born but
impoverished woman belonging to New York City's high society around the end of the 19th century
  the house of mirth: "The House of Mirth" and Ecclesiastes: an Interpretation , 2004-05-09
Seminar paper from the year 2003 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1.0 (A),
Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz (Department for Applied Language and Culture Science),
language: English, abstract: Introduction “The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning; but the
heart of fools is in the house of mirth.” It was this quote from Ecclesiastes 7:4 that gave name to
Edith Wharton′s novel “The House of Mirth.” Taking for granted that the author did not choose the
title of her work deliberately, it surely might be interesting to have a closer look at why the author
chose to name her work the way she did. Therefore, the world view and philosophy depicted in
Ecclesiastes shall be inspected. Furthermore, it shall be analyzed whether and how the characters
and the plot of the novel are affected by the ideas expressed in Ecclesiastes.
  the house of mirth: Female Tragic Heroism in Edith Wharton’s "The House of Mirth"
Anas Tabiti, 2020-10-16 Bachelor Thesis from the year 2019 in the subject Didactics for the subject
English - Literature, Works, grade: 8.99, Sultan Moulay Sliman University, language: English,
abstract: This research paper will discuss the topic of female tragic heroism in The House of Mirth.
In chapter one of this research paper, I will deal with the main characteristics of tragic hero as
explained by Aristotle in his book Poetics that makes Lily Bart as a female tragic hero. The three
main characteristics: firstly, her hamartia or tragic flaws which make her downfall at the end of the
novel. Secondly, Lily Bart’s recognition that she is unable to achieve her dreams.Thirdly, Lily Bart’s
reversals in her life. In addition, chapter two will discuss Lily Bart’s inherited tragic fate and the use
of Edith Charles Darwin’s theory in building the fate of her character Miss Lily. It also will highlight
the term of coincidence in Lily Bart’s meetings with men because this coincidence also leads Miss
Lily Bart to her downfall. Finally, the last chapter of this research paper will be about Miss Lily
Bart’s unfulfilled dreams. All of these chapters show how Miss Lily Bart is a truly female tragic hero.
  the house of mirth: The Other Two Edith Wharton, 2014-03-01 The Other Two is a short story
by Edith Wharton. Edith Wharton ( born Edith Newbold Jones; January 24, 1862 - August 11, 1937)
was a Pulitzer Prize-winning American novelist, short story writer, and designer. She was nominated
for the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1927, 1928 and 1930. Wharton combined her insider's view of
America's privileged classes with a brilliant, natural wit to write humorous, incisive novels and short
stories of social and psychological insight. She was well acquainted with many of her era's other
literary and public figures, including Theodore Roosevelt. Wharton was born to George Frederic
Jones and Lucretia Stevens Rhinelander in New York City. She had two brothers, Frederic
Rhinelander and Henry Edward. The saying Keeping up with the Joneses is said to refer to her
father's family. She was also related to the Rensselaer family, the most prestigious of the old patroon
families. She had a lifelong friendship with her Rhinelander niece, landscape architect Beatrix
Farrand of Reef Point in Bar Harbor, Maine. In 1885, at 23, she married Edward (Teddy) Robbins
Wharton, who was 12 years older. From a well-established Philadelphia family, he was a sportsman
and gentleman of the same social class and shared her love of travel. From the late 1880s until 1902,
he suffered acute depression, and the couple ceased their extensive travel. At that time his
depression manifested as a more serious disorder, after which they lived almost exclusively at The
Mount, their estate designed by Edith Wharton. In 1908 her husband's mental state was determined



to be incurable. She divorced him in 1913. Around the same time, Edith was overcome with the
harsh criticisms leveled by the naturalist writers. Later in 1908 she began an affair with Morton
Fullerton, a journalist for The Times, in whom she found an intellectual partner. In addition to
novels, Wharton wrote at least 85 short stories. She was also a garden designer, interior designer,
and taste-maker of her time. She wrote several design books, including her first published work, The
Decoration of Houses of 1897, co-authored by Ogden Codman. Another is the generously illustrated
Italian Villas and Their Gardens of 1904.
  the house of mirth: The House of Mirth Edith Wharton, 2018-07-26T19:00:32Z The House of
Mirth is Edith Wharton’s biting critique of New York’s upper classes around the end of the 19th
century. The novel follows socialite Lily Bart as she struggles to maintain a precarious position
among her wealthy friends in the face of her own diminished finances and fading youth. Lily has
resolved to gain social and financial security by marrying into wealth, but callous rivals and her own
second thoughts undermine Lily’s plans. Wharton’s insights into high society were largely built on
her own experiences growing up among the upper crust, and her confident portrayal of a morally lax
aristocracy found an eager audience. The novel sold over a hundred thousand copies within a few
months of its release and became her first great success as a published author. This book is part of
the Standard Ebooks project, which produces free public domain ebooks.
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