
the story of ruby bridges

the story of ruby bridges is an inspiring chapter in American history, showcasing the courage of a young
girl who challenged racial barriers and helped transform education in the United States. This article
provides a detailed exploration of Ruby Bridges’ upbringing, the historical context of school desegregation,
her experiences as the first African American child to integrate an all-white elementary school in the
South, and the lasting impact her bravery has had on civil rights. Readers will discover the significance of
her journey, the challenges she faced, and how her legacy continues to shape conversations around equality
and justice. We'll also examine key moments from her life, the people who supported her, and the broader
movement she helped propel. Join us to learn more about the story of Ruby Bridges, her contributions to
American history, and the lessons her experiences offer for today’s society.
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The Early Life of Ruby Bridges

Family Background and Upbringing

Ruby Bridges was born on September 8, 1954, in Tylertown, Mississippi, into a loving but struggling
African American family. Her parents, Lucille and Abon Bridges, moved to New Orleans, Louisiana, when
Ruby was four years old in search of better opportunities. Growing up, Ruby experienced the hardships of
racial segregation firsthand, which was prevalent in southern states during the 1950s. Her family valued
education and instilled in her the importance of perseverance and dignity amidst adversity.



Education and Early Influences

Ruby attended segregated schools like many African American children of her time. Her early years were
marked by resilience, which would later serve her well during the historic integration of William Frantz
Elementary School. The support of her family and community played a significant role in preparing Ruby
for the challenges that lay ahead.

Historical Context: School Desegregation in America

The Brown v. Board of Education Decision

School desegregation became a national issue following the landmark Supreme Court case Brown v. Board
of Education in 1954. This ruling declared that racial segregation in public schools was unconstitutional,
setting the stage for integration efforts across the United States. However, many southern states resisted
implementing these changes, leading to significant tension and conflict.

The Struggle for Civil Rights

The civil rights movement gained momentum in the 1950s and 1960s, advocating for equal rights for
African Americans and an end to segregation. Activists and organizations pushed for the enforcement of
federal laws, but progress was slow and met with fierce opposition. Amidst this backdrop, Ruby Bridges’
story unfolded, highlighting the personal and societal challenges involved in integrating public schools.

Brown v. Board of Education set the legal precedent for integration

Southern states resisted desegregation, often through protests and legal challenges

The civil rights movement provided crucial support for young pioneers like Ruby Bridges

Integration of William Frantz Elementary School



The Selection Process

In 1960, Ruby Bridges was selected to participate in the integration of all-white schools in New Orleans
after passing a rigorous entrance exam. The exam was designed to be especially challenging, but Ruby
excelled, earning her place as one of six African American children chosen for integration. Ultimately,
Ruby was the only child to attend William Frantz Elementary School, making her the first African
American student to integrate the school.

First Day at School

On November 14, 1960, Ruby Bridges bravely entered William Frantz Elementary School, escorted by
four federal marshals for her protection. Her arrival was met with angry crowds, threats, and protests from
parents who opposed desegregation. Despite the hostility, Ruby remained calm and determined, walking
past demonstrators to attend her classes.

Challenges and Support During Integration

Facing Hostility and Isolation

Ruby Bridges spent her first year at William Frantz Elementary School in near isolation. Many parents
withdrew their children, and Ruby was taught alone by Barbara Henry, the only teacher willing to
educate her. Ruby endured verbal abuse, threats, and even physical intimidation, but her resilience and
composure became symbols of hope and progress.

The Role of Federal Marshals and Allies

Federal marshals played a critical role in ensuring Ruby’s safety, escorting her to and from school every
day. Barbara Henry provided unwavering support as her teacher, fostering a nurturing environment
despite being ostracized by other staff. Ruby’s parents and local activists also stood by her, reinforcing the
importance of the integration effort and encouraging her to persevere.

Federal protection for student safety1.

Supportive teachers and allies2.



Community advocacy and family encouragement3.

The Legacy of Ruby Bridges

Impact on Education and Civil Rights

Ruby Bridges’ courageous act marked a turning point in the fight for school desegregation and civil rights.
Her bravery inspired other children and families to participate in integration efforts, gradually breaking
down racial barriers in education. Ruby’s story remains an iconic example of the power of individual action
to drive social change.

Honors and Recognition

Over the years, Ruby Bridges has received numerous honors for her contributions to civil rights. Her story
has been commemorated in books, documentaries, and art, including Norman Rockwell’s famous painting
"The Problem We All Live With." Ruby continues to advocate for equality and educational opportunities,
founding the Ruby Bridges Foundation to promote tolerance and unity.

Lessons from Ruby Bridges’ Story

Enduring Messages of Courage and Unity

The story of Ruby Bridges offers enduring lessons about the importance of courage, perseverance, and the
pursuit of justice. Her experience demonstrates the impact of standing up for what is right, even in the face
of overwhelming adversity. Ruby’s legacy continues to inspire new generations to challenge prejudice and
work toward a more equitable society.

Educational and Social Significance

Ruby Bridges’ journey underscores the critical role education plays in shaping societal attitudes and
opportunities. Her example encourages educators, students, and communities to foster inclusive
environments and to confront discrimination wherever it exists. The lessons learned from her story remain
relevant as schools and societies continue to address issues of equity and inclusion.



Trending Questions and Answers about the Story of Ruby
Bridges

Q: Who is Ruby Bridges and why is she important in American history?
A: Ruby Bridges is an American civil rights activist who became the first African American child to
integrate an all-white elementary school in the South. Her courage helped advance school desegregation
and inspired the civil rights movement.

Q: What challenges did Ruby Bridges face during school integration?
A: Ruby faced significant hostility, threats, and isolation from parents, students, and community members
opposed to desegregation. She was taught alone for a year and required federal protection to ensure her
safety.

Q: What role did federal marshals play in Ruby Bridges’ story?
A: Federal marshals escorted Ruby to and from William Frantz Elementary School every day to protect
her from angry mobs and ensure her safe passage during the integration process.

Q: How did Ruby Bridges’ family support her during integration?
A: Ruby’s family provided emotional support, encouragement, and stood by her decision to attend the
school despite facing threats and social ostracism.

Q: What is the Ruby Bridges Foundation?
A: The Ruby Bridges Foundation is an organization founded by Ruby Bridges to promote tolerance, unity,
and equal educational opportunities for all children.

Q: What lasting impact did Ruby Bridges have on education and civil
rights?
A: Ruby Bridges’ bravery paved the way for further school integration and inspired future generations to
challenge racial injustice and advocate for equality in education.



Q: Why is Ruby Bridges’ first day at William Frantz Elementary School
significant?
A: Her first day marked a historic moment in school desegregation, as she became the first African
American child to attend the previously all-white school, symbolizing progress in the civil rights
movement.

Q: What honors and recognition has Ruby Bridges received?
A: Ruby Bridges has been honored in books, documentaries, and artwork, including Norman Rockwell’s
painting "The Problem We All Live With," and has received numerous awards for her civil rights
contributions.

Q: How does Ruby Bridges’ story inspire current generations?
A: Her story teaches the importance of courage, perseverance, and advocacy for justice, encouraging people
to stand up against discrimination and support inclusive education.

Q: What lessons can educators and students learn from Ruby Bridges’
experience?
A: Educators and students can learn the value of inclusivity, resilience, and the importance of fostering
environments where everyone is treated with respect, regardless of race or background.

The Story Of Ruby Bridges
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In the heart of the American South, during the turbulent era of segregation, a small girl named Ruby
Bridges bravely faced down a torrent of hatred and prejudice. Her journey to school, a seemingly
simple act for most children, became a pivotal moment in the Civil Rights Movement, a powerful
testament to the enduring strength of the human spirit against unimaginable odds. This post delves
into the extraordinary story of Ruby Bridges, exploring her childhood, the monumental challenges
she faced, and the lasting impact of her unwavering courage. We will examine the historical context,
the personal toll, and the enduring legacy of this iconic figure. Prepare to be moved by the
incredible resilience of a child who changed the course of history.

Ruby Bridges: A Childhood Under Segregation's
Shadow

Ruby Nell Bridges Hall was born in 1954 in Tylertown, Mississippi, a time and place deeply
entrenched in the Jim Crow South. Segregation was not merely a social custom; it was the law,
dictating separate facilities and opportunities for Black and white Americans. Ruby’s early life,
though filled with the love of her family, was undeniably shaped by the pervasive inequality
surrounding her. Her family, like many other Black families, understood the limitations imposed by
segregation and the constant struggle for basic rights. This context is crucial to understanding the
profound significance of Ruby's actions later on.

The New Orleans School Integration Crisis

In 1960, the federal court ordered the desegregation of New Orleans schools. This decision, a
landmark victory in the Civil Rights Movement, was met with fierce resistance. Ruby Bridges, at just
six years old, was selected to be one of the first Black children to integrate the all-white William
Frantz Elementary School. This seemingly simple act was anything but.

Facing the Storm: Ruby's Journey to School

Ruby's journey to school was far from ordinary. Every day, she walked past a mob of angry white
protestors, shouting hateful slurs and threats. She was escorted by four federal marshals, a stark
visual representation of the deep divisions within the country. The images of Ruby, a tiny figure
surrounded by imposing figures in uniform, became iconic symbols of the Civil Rights Movement and
the struggle for racial equality. These images captured the raw emotion and stark realities of the
time, highlighting the immense courage it took for a child to face such hatred.



The Emotional Toll on Ruby and Her Family

The daily ordeal took a significant toll on Ruby and her family. The constant barrage of hatred, the
fear for her safety, and the isolation she experienced had a lasting impact. Her parents, though
deeply concerned, instilled in her a sense of purpose and the understanding that her actions were
contributing to a larger cause. This unwavering parental support, though amidst immense pressure,
was essential to Ruby’s ability to persevere.

The Legacy of Ruby Bridges: A Continuing Inspiration

Ruby Bridges’ story transcends its historical context. It is a timeless narrative of courage, resilience,
and the fight for justice. Her actions, though undertaken as a child, continue to inspire generations.
Her bravery challenged the deeply entrenched system of segregation, paving the way for future
advancements in civil rights. Ruby’s legacy serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of
fighting for equality and justice, even in the face of overwhelming adversity.

Ruby Bridges Today: Activism and Advocacy

Ruby Bridges continues to be an active voice for social justice and equality. She has dedicated her
life to promoting tolerance and understanding, working tirelessly to combat racism and prejudice.
Through her foundation, she inspires individuals to embrace diversity and work towards a more just
and equitable world. Her journey, from a child facing a hostile mob to an adult advocate for equality,
is a testament to her enduring strength and unwavering commitment to making a difference.

Conclusion:

The story of Ruby Bridges is not merely a historical account; it is a living testament to the power of
courage, the importance of perseverance, and the enduring strength of the human spirit. Her
journey highlights the profound impact one individual can have on the course of history and serves
as an ongoing inspiration for future generations to stand up against injustice and fight for a more
just and equitable world. Ruby Bridges’ legacy reminds us that even the smallest among us can
make the greatest impact.

FAQs:

1. What was the immediate impact of Ruby Bridges' actions on school desegregation in New
Orleans? While Ruby's integration was a landmark event, full desegregation in New Orleans was a
gradual process, facing significant resistance and ongoing challenges even after her courageous act.



2. How did Ruby Bridges' family support her during this difficult time? Her parents provided
unwavering support, emphasizing the importance of her actions while protecting her as best they
could from the intense hatred she faced.

3. What organizations or initiatives does Ruby Bridges support today? She primarily works through
her own foundation, the Ruby Bridges Foundation, focusing on education and promoting tolerance.

4. Are there any books or documentaries that detail Ruby Bridges' life story? There are several
books and documentaries produced about her life, including children's books designed to educate
younger generations.

5. What lasting impact has Ruby Bridges had on the Civil Rights Movement and beyond? Her
courage serves as a symbol of the Civil Rights Movement, inspiring continued efforts towards racial
equality and social justice, extending far beyond the scope of education.

  the story of ruby bridges: The Story of Ruby Bridges Robert Coles, George Ford, 2004 For
months six-year-old Ruby Bridges must confront the hostility of white parents when she becomes the
first African American girl to integrate William Frantz Elementary School in New Orleans in 1960.
  the story of ruby bridges: Ruby Bridges Goes to School: My True Story Ruby Bridges,
2016-05-31 The extraordinary true story of Ruby Bridges, the first Black child to integrate a New
Orleans school -- now with simple text for young readers! In 1960, six-year-old Ruby Bridges walked
through an angry crowd and into a school, changing history. This is the true story of an
extraordinary little girl who became the first Black person to attend an all-white elementary school
in New Orleans. With simple text and historical photographs, this easy reader explores an amazing
moment in history and celebrates the courage of a young girl who stayed strong in the face of
racism.
  the story of ruby bridges: This Is Your Time Ruby Bridges, 2020-11-10 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • CBC KIDS’ BOOK CHOICE AWARD WINNER Civil rights icon Ruby Bridges—who, at
the age of six, was the first black child to integrate into an all-white elementary school in New
Orleans—inspires readers and calls for action in this moving letter. Her elegant, memorable gift
book is especially uplifting in the wake of Kamala Harris making US history as the first female, first
Black, and first South Asian vice president–elect. Written as a letter from civil rights activist and
icon Ruby Bridges to the reader, This Is Your Time is both a recounting of Ruby’s experience as a
child who had to be escorted to class by federal marshals when she was chosen to be one of the first
black students to integrate into New Orleans’ all-white public school system and an appeal to
generations to come to effect change. This beautifully designed volume features photographs from
the 1960s and from today, as well as stunning jacket art from The Problem We All Live With, the
1964 painting by Norman Rockwell depicting Ruby’s walk to school. Ruby’s honest and impassioned
words, imbued with love and grace, serve as a moving reminder that “what can inspire tomorrow
often lies in our past.” This Is Your Time will electrify people of all ages as the struggle for liberty
and justice for all continues and the powerful legacy of Ruby Bridges endures.
  the story of ruby bridges: I Am Ruby Bridges Ruby Bridges, 2022-09-06 Ruby Bridges tells her
story as never before and shares the events of the momentous day in 1960 when Ruby became the
first Black child to integrate the all-white William Franz Elementary as a six year old little girl -- a
personal and intimate look through a child's lens at a landmark moment in our Civil Rights history.
My work will be precious. I will bridge the gap between Black & white... ...and hopefully all people! I
suppose some things in life are just meant to be. When Ruby Bridges was six years old, she became
the first Black child to integrate the all-white William Frantz Elementary in Louisiana. Based on the
pivotal events that happened in 1960 and told from her point of view, this is a poetic reflection on
her experience that changed the face of history and the trajectory of the Civil Rights movement. I



Am Ruby Bridges offers hope and confidence to all children. It is the perfect learning tool for schools
and libraries to teach the story of Ruby Bridges and introduce this landmark story to young readers
in a powerful new way. This story of innocence and courage is brought to life by NAACP-nominated
artist, Nikkolas Smith through stunning and breath-taking illustrations. Embracing the meaning of
her name, Bridges reflects with poignancy and heart on the way one brave little girl stood proud to
help build a bridge between all people and pave the path for future generations.
  the story of ruby bridges: Through My Eyes: Ruby Bridges Ruby Bridges, 2017-03-28 In
November 1960, all of America watched as a tiny six-year-old black girl, surrounded by federal
marshals, walked through a mob of screaming segregationists and into her school. An icon of the
civil rights movement, Ruby Bridges chronicles each dramatic step of this pivotal event in history
through her own words.
  the story of ruby bridges: The Story of Ruby Bridges Arlisha Norwood Alston PhD,
2021-07-20 Discover the life of Ruby Bridges—a story about bravery and breaking down barriers for
kids ages 6 to 9 Ruby Bridges was the first Black student to attend an all-white public school in the
southern United States. Before she helped desegregate schools and change the course of history,
she was a happy girl who helped take care of her younger siblings and loved to play outside. Her life
changed when she was chosen to attend William Frantz Elementary, where she became a civil rights
leader at a very young age. Explore how Ruby went from being a thoughtful girl growing up in
Mississippi to a national leader in the fight for equality. Independent reading—This Ruby Bridges
biography is broken down into short chapters and simple language so kids 6 to 9 can read and learn
on their own. Critical thinking—Kids will learn the Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How of
Ruby's life, find definitions of new words, discussion questions, and more. A lasting legacy—Find out
how Ruby Bridges made the world a better place for future generations, including you! How will
Ruby's courage inspire you? Discover activists, artists, and athletes, and more from all across history
with the rest of The Story Of series, including famous figures like: Sojourner Truth, Martin Luther
King Jr., John Lewis, Jackie Robinson, and Barack Obama.
  the story of ruby bridges: Let's Read About-- Ruby Bridges Ruby Bridges, Grace Maccarone,
2003 Ruby Bridges was born during the time of segregation in the South. In 1960, she made history
when she attended an all-white school. Follow her story and learn why we still celebrate her courage
today.
  the story of ruby bridges: She Persisted: Ruby Bridges Kekla Magoon, Chelsea Clinton,
2021-08-24 Inspired by the #1 New York Times bestseller She Persisted by Chelsea Clinton and
Alexandra Boiger, a chapter book series about women who stood up, spoke up and rose up against
the odds! In this chapter book biography by NAACP Image Award-winning author and Coretta Scott
King Honor recipient Kekla Magoon, readers learn about the amazing life of Ruby Bridges--and how
she persisted. As a first grader, Ruby Bridges was the first Black student to integrate William Frantz
Elementary School in New Orleans, Louisiana. This was no easy task, especially for a six-year-old.
Ruby's bravery and perseverance inspired children and adults alike to fight for equality and social
justice. Perfect for back-to-school reading! Complete with an introduction from Chelsea Clinton,
black-and-white illustrations throughout, and a list of ways that readers can follow in Ruby Bridges's
footsteps and make a difference! A perfect choice for kids who love learning and teachers who want
to bring inspiring women into their curriculum. And don’t miss out on the rest of the books in the
She Persisted series, featuring so many more women who persisted, including Oprah Winfrey,
Harriet Tubman, Claudette Colvin, Coretta Scott King, and more! Praise for She Persisted: Ruby
Bridges: Bridges’ voice, quoted from various sources, gives readers access to her own perspective. A
context-offering complement to Bridges’ own books for children. --Kirkus Reviews Given the more
relatable perspective of starting first grade, this volume makes Bridges’s story poignant for the
intended audience. --School Library Journal
  the story of ruby bridges: Ruby Bridges Jeri Cipriano, 2020 Ruby Bridges just wanted to go to
a good school. She did not ask to be a hero, but she knew how to be strong. Her bravery made it
possible for classrooms today to be safe places for children of all races.



  the story of ruby bridges: The Life of Ruby Bridges Elizabeth Raum, 2019-08 This book for
elementary readers outlines key dates throughout this change maker's life. Full-color photographs
and a timeline depict each step in the road to change, from Ruby Bridges's early life through her
first steps in an all-white school and her struggles against racism. A glossary, further resources, and
an index are included--
  the story of ruby bridges: Ruby Bridges and the Desegregation of American Schools Duchess
Harris, Tom Head, 2019 In 1960, six-year-old Ruby Bridges walked into William Frantz Elementary
School in New Orleans, Louisiana. She became the first black student to attend the previously
all-white school. This event paved the way for widespread school desegregation in the South. Ruby
Bridges and the Desegregation of American Schools explores Bridges's legacy. Aligned to Common
Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Core Library is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a
division of ABDO.
  the story of ruby bridges: Henry's Freedom Box Ellen Levine, 2016-03-29 A stirring,
dramatic story of a slave who mails himself to freedom by a Jane Addams Peace Award-winning
author and a Coretta Scott King Award-winning artist. Henry Brown doesn't know how old he is.
Nobody keeps records of slaves' birthdays. All the time he dreams about freedom, but that dream
seems farther away than ever when he is torn from his family and put to work in a warehouse. Henry
grows up and marries, but he is again devastated when his family is sold at the slave market. Then
one day, as he lifts a crate at the warehouse, he knows exactly what he must do: He will mail himself
to the North. After an arduous journey in the crate, Henry finally has a birthday -- his first day of
freedom.
  the story of ruby bridges: Our Tree Named Steve Alan Zweibel, 2007-02-15 Dear Kids, A
long time ago, when you were little, Mom and I took you to where we wanted to build a house. . . . I
remember there was one tree, however, that the three of you couldn’t stop staring at. . . . After the
family spares him from the builders, Steve the tree quickly works his way into their lives. He holds
their underwear when the dryer breaks down, he’s there when Adam and Lindsay get their first
crushes, and he’s the centerpiece at their outdoor family parties. With a surprising lack of
anthropomorphizing, this is a uniquely poignant celebration of fatherhood, families, love, and
change.
  the story of ruby bridges: Ruby, Head High Irene Cohen-Janca, 2019-01-08 Inspired by an
iconic Norman Rockwell painting and translated from an original French text, this is a story about
the day a little girl held her head high and changed the world.
  the story of ruby bridges: I am Jackie Robinson Brad Meltzer, 2015-01-08 We can all be
heroes is the message entertainingly told in this New York Times Bestselling picture-book biography
series, with this title focusing on groundbreaking baseball player, Jackie Robinson Jackie Robinson
always loved sports, especially baseball. But he lived at a time before the Civil Rights Movement,
when the rules weren't fair to African Americans. Even though Jackie was a great athlete, he wasn't
allowed on the best teams just because of the color of his skin. Jackie knew that sports were best
when everyone, of every color, played together. He became the first Black player in Major League
Baseball, and his bravery changed American history and led the way to equality in all sports in
America. This friendly, fun biography series inspired the PBS Kids TV show Xavier Riddle and the
Secret Museum. One great role model at a time, these books encourage kids to dream big. Included
in each book are: • A timeline of key events in the hero’s history • Photos that bring the story more
fully to life • Comic-book-style illustrations that are irresistibly adorable • Childhood moments that
influenced the hero • Facts that make great conversation-starters • A virtue this person embodies:
Jackie Robinson's bravery led him to make his mark in baseball history. You’ll want to collect each
book in this dynamic, informative series!
  the story of ruby bridges: Ruby Bridges M. Michelle Derosier, 2019 Ruby Bridges was just
six years old when she was chosen to be the first (and only) black child in the all-white William
Frantz Elementary School. At the time, Ruby was too young to understand how the simple act of
attending school would change the lives of many to come. Her courageous act left the legacy that



given a chance, anyone at any age can make a difference in the world.--Provided by publisher.
  the story of ruby bridges: Our Children Can Soar Michelle Cook, 2014-04-15 Rosa sat so
Martin could march. Martin marched so Barack could run.Barack ran so Our children can soar. This
is the seed of a unique and inspirational picture book text, that is part historical, part poetry, and
entirely inspirational. It symbolically takes the reader through the cumulative story of the US Civil
Rights Movement, showing how select pioneers' achievements led up to this landmark moment,
when we have elected our first black President. Each historical figure is rendered by a different
award-winning African-American children's book illustrator, representing the singular and vibrant
contribution that each figure made. Lending historical substance, the back matter includes brief
biographies of: George Washington Carver, Jesse Owens, Hattie McDaniel, Ella Fitzgerald, Jackie
Robinson, Rosa Parks, Ruby Bridges, Thurgood Marshall, Martin Luther King Jr., Barack Obama.
  the story of ruby bridges: Ruby Bridges Simone T. Ribke, 2015 A biography on Ruby Bridges
and how she stood up against racism and hatred to help integrate Louisiana's school system.
  the story of ruby bridges: The Story of Ruby Bridges Robert Coles, 2010-11-01 The
inspirational true story of Ruby Bridges. The year is 1960, and six-year-old Ruby Bridges and her
family have recently moved from Mississippi to New Orleans in search of a better life. When a judge
orders Ruby to attend first grade at William Frantz Elementary, an all-white school, Ruby must face
angry mobs of parents who refuse to send their children to school with her. Told with Robert Coles'
powerful narrative and dramatically illustrated by George Ford, Ruby's story of courage, faith, and
hope continues to resonate more than 60 years later.
  the story of ruby bridges: I Am Martin Luther King, Jr. Brad Meltzer, 2016-01-05 We can all be
heroes. That's the inspiring message of this New York Times Bestselling picture book biography
series from historian and author Brad Meltzer. Even as a child, Martin Luther King, Jr. was shocked
by the terrible and unfair way African-American people were treated. When he grew up, he decided
to do something about it--peacefully, with powerful words. He helped gather people together for
nonviolent protests and marches, and he always spoke up about loving other human beings and
doing what's right. He spoke about the dream of a kinder future, and bravely led the way toward
racial equality in America. This lively, New York Times Bestselling biography series inspires kids to
dream big, one great role model at a time. You'll want to collect each book.
  the story of ruby bridges: Ruby Bridges Carolyn B. Otto, Hallie Marshall, 1997 The true story
of six-year-old Ruby Bridges who, in 1960, was one of the first African American students to
integrate Frantz Elementary School in New Orleans.
  the story of ruby bridges: Who Was Sally Ride? Megan Stine, Who HQ, 2013-05-16 In 1978,
Sally Ride, a PhD candidate at Standford University, responded to a newspaper ad to join the US
astronaut program. She was accepted and became the first American woman astronaut to fly in
space! Among her other accomplishments, she played tennis like a professional, was an
astrophysicist who helped develop a robotic arm for space shuttles, and later, through Sally Ride
Science, worked to make science cool and accessible for girls. Sally Ride, who died on July 23, 2012,
will continue to inspire young children.
  the story of ruby bridges: Ron's Big Mission Rose Blue, Corinne Naden, 2009-01-22
Nine-year-old Ron loves going to the Lake City Public Library to look through all the books on
airplanes and flight. Today, Ron is ready to take out books by himself. But in the segregated world of
South Carolina in the 1950s, Ron's obtaining his own library card is not just a small rite of
passage—it is a young man's first courageous mission. Here is an inspiring story, based on Ron
McNair's life, of how a little boy, future scientist, and Challenger astronaut desegregated his library
through peaceful resistance.
  the story of ruby bridges: Minty Alan Schroeder, 2000 Most people know her as Harriet
Tubman, but her childhood name was Minty. As a child she kept a dream of freedom tucked inside
her heart, and became known a Moses to her people.
  the story of ruby bridges: Boxitects Kim Smith, 2020 Meg goes to Maker School to hone her
talent for building with boxes, but when Simone, another boxitect, arrives they become so



competitive they nearly fail in the annual Maker Match. --
  the story of ruby bridges: Spectacle Pamela Newkirk, 2015-06-02 2016 NAACP Image Award
Winner An award-winning journalist reveals a little-known and shameful episode in American
history, when an African man was used as a human zoo exhibit—a shocking story of racial prejudice,
science, and tragedy in the early years of the twentieth century in the tradition of The Immortal Life
of Henrietta Lacks, Devil in the White City, and Medical Apartheid. In 1904, Ota Benga, a young
Congolese “pygmy”—a person of petite stature—arrived from central Africa and was featured in an
anthropology exhibit at the St. Louis World’s Fair. Two years later, the New York Zoological Gardens
displayed him in its Monkey House, caging the slight 103-pound, 4-foot 11-inch tall man with an
orangutan. The attraction became an international sensation, drawing thousands of New Yorkers
and commanding headlines from across the nation and Europe. Spectacle explores the
circumstances of Ota Benga’s captivity, the international controversy it inspired, and his efforts to
adjust to American life. It also reveals why, decades later, the man most responsible for his
exploitation would be hailed as his friend and savior, while those who truly fought for Ota have been
banished to the shadows of history. Using primary historical documents, Pamela Newkirk traces
Ota’s tragic life, from Africa to St. Louis to New York, and finally to Lynchburg, Virginia, where he
lived out the remainder of his short life. Illuminating this unimaginable event, Spectacle charts the
evolution of science and race relations in New York City during the early years of the twentieth
century, exploring this racially fraught era for Africa-Americans and the rising tide of political
disenfranchisement and social scorn they endured, forty years after the end of the Civil War.
Shocking and compelling Spectacle is a masterful work of social history that raises difficult
questions about racial prejudice and discrimination that continue to haunt us today.
  the story of ruby bridges: Timelines from Black History DK, 2021-01-19 Erased. Ignored.
Hidden. Lost. Underappreciated. No longer. Delve into the unique, inspiring, and world-changing
history of Black people. Black leaders, writers, civil rights activists, scientists, and more have
influenced, inspired, and changed the societies we live in. This history book’s pages are filled with
the stories of these historical giants and their contributions to the world. Grow Your Understanding
of Black History This children’s book, prefaced by Mireille Harper, introduces children to prominent
Black people in history such as Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, Nelson Mandela, Rosa Parks,
and Dr. Martin Luther King. The timelines have been individually commissioned, with the stunning
visual designs reflecting the essence of that particular historical person. This visual reflection from
DK Books will compel children to investigate further and understand world history and the
important roles Black people played in shaping it: • Features an equal number of timelines about
women and men • Explores the amazing stories of incredible figures often ignored by
European-focused history • Covers key moments in European, Caribbean, North American and
African history, taking readers from pre-colonial Africa through the Jim Crow Era and the Civil
Rights Movement to today’s Black Lives Matter movement • Created, designed, written, and edited
by a multicultural team from many different nations, heritages, communities, faiths, and no faiths
From Mansa Musa to Barack Obama; learn about more than 100 Black leaders and historical
individuals, and discover the 30 timelines from throughout world history in this compelling
children’s Black history book. Learn about Lewis Latimer and his integral contributions to the
lightbulb, of how Ethiopia avoided colonisation thanks to its brave queen, and many more important
moments in world and Black history. Pages of visual representations take children, adolescents, and
adults on a trip through history. Stacked with facts and visually vibrant, Timelines From Black
History: Leaders, Legacies, Legends is an unforgettable and accessible hive of information on the
people and the issues that have shaped Black history.
  the story of ruby bridges: I Dissent Debbie Levy, 2016-09-20 Get to know celebrated Supreme
Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg—in the first picture book about her life—as she proves that
disagreeing does not make you disagreeable! Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg has spent
a lifetime disagreeing: disagreeing with inequality, arguing against unfair treatment, and standing
up for what’s right for people everywhere. This biographical picture book about the Notorious RBG,



tells the justice’s story through the lens of her many famous dissents, or disagreements.
  the story of ruby bridges: Bully Patricia Polacco, 2012-09-13 Patricia Polacco takes on cliques
and online bullying Lyla finds a great friend in Jamie on her first day of school, but when Lyla makes
the cheerleading squad and a clique of popular girls invites her to join them, Jamie is left behind.
Lyla knows bullying when she sees it, though, and when she sees the girls viciously teasing
classmates on Facebook, including Jamie, she is smart enough to get out. But no one dumps these
girls, and now they're out for revenge. Patricia Polacco has taken up the cause against bullies ever
since Thank You, Mr. Falker, and her passion shines through in this powerful story of a girl who
stands up for a friend.
  the story of ruby bridges: No, David! David Shannon, 2006-02 Have you met David yet? If not,
you're in for a treat . . . and children will be tickled pink by his antics and amusing scrapes. See what
happens to David in a typical day at home. He doesn't mean to misbehave, but somehow he just can't
help but get into trouble Amusing matching of picture and text will have children laughing out loud
and happy to read and re-read the story for a long time to come.
  the story of ruby bridges: Grace for President Kelly DiPucchio, 2018-10-04 A fresh, fun, and
thought-provoking New York Times bestseller about the American electoral college and why every
vote counts from bestselling and award-winning duo Kelly DiPucchio and LeUyen Pham. Where are
the girls? When Grace's teacher reveals that the United States has never had a female president,
Grace decides she wants to be the nation's first and immediately jumpstarts her political career by
running in her school's mock election! The race is tougher than she expected: her popular opponent
declares that he's the best man for the job and seems to have captured the votes of all of the class's
boys. But Grace is more determined than ever. Even if she can't be the best man for the job, she can
certainly try to be the best person! This timely story not only gives readers a fun introduction to the
American electoral system but also teaches the value of hard work, courage, independent thought --
and offers an inspiring example of how to choose our leaders.
  the story of ruby bridges: How I Became a Pirate Melinda Long, 2003 Pirates have green
teeth when they have any teeth at all. I know about pirates, because one day, when I was at the
beach building a sand castle and minding my own business, a pirate ship sailed into view.So
proclaims Jeremy Jacob, a boy who joins Captain Braid Beard and his crew in this witty look at the
finer points of pirate life by the Caldecott Honor winning illustrator David Shannon and the
storyteller Melinda Long. Jeremy learns how to say scurvy dog, sing sea chanteys, and throw food . .
. but he also learns that there are no books or good night kisses on board: Pirates don t tuck. A
swashbuckling adventure with fantastically silly, richly textured illustrations that suit the story to a
T.
  the story of ruby bridges: Shaking Things Up: 14 Young Women Who Changed the World
Susan Hood, 2023-01-17 “Each poem and illustration shines with a personality all its own.” —Shelf
Awareness (starred review) “This book has definitely made an impact on my life.” —Kitt Shapiro,
daughter of Eartha Kitt Fresh, accessible, and inspiring, Shaking Things Up introduces fourteen
revolutionary young women—each paired with a noteworthy female artist—to the next generation of
activists, trailblazers, and rabble-rousers. From the award-winning author of Ada’s Violin and
Lifeboat 12, Susan Hood, this is a poetic and visual celebration of persistent women throughout
history. In this book of poems, you will find Mary Anning, who was just thirteen when she unearthed
a prehistoric fossil. You’ll meet Ruby Bridges, the brave six-year-old who helped end segregation in
the South. And Maya Lin, who at twenty-one won a competition to create a war memorial, and then
had to appear before Congress to defend her right to create. And those are just a few of the young
women included in this book. Readers will also hear about Molly Williams, Annette Kellerman, Nellie
Bly, Pura Belpré, Frida Kahlo, Jacqueline and Eileen Nearne, Frances Moore Lappé, Mae Jemison,
Angela Zhang, and Malala Yousafzai—all whose stories will enthrall and inspire. This poetry
collection was written, illustrated, edited, and designed by women and includes an author’s note, a
timeline, and additional resources. With artwork by award-winning and bestselling artists including
Selina Alko, Sophie Blackall, Lisa Brown, Hadley Hooper, Emily Winfield Martin, Oge Mora, Julie



Morstad, Sara Palacios, LeUyen Pham, Erin Robinson, Isabel Roxas, Shadra Strickland, and Melissa
Sweet. A 2019 Bank Street Best Book of the Year Named to the 2019 Texas Topaz Nonfiction
Reading List Selected for CCBC Choices Book 2019 Selected as a Notable Social Studies Trade
Books for Young People 2019 Named to the Cuyahoga County Public Library’s 2018 list of Great
Books for Kids 2020-2021 South Carolina Picture Book Award Nominee
  the story of ruby bridges: Two Tickets to Freedom Florence Bernstein Freedman, 1989 Traces
the search for freedom by a black man and wife who traveled to Boston and eventually to England
after their escape from slavery in Georgia.
  the story of ruby bridges: Sulwe Lupita Nyong'o, 2019-10-15 A New York Times bestseller!
Featured in its own episode in the Netflix original show Bookmarks: Celebrating Black Voices!
Recipient of a Coretta Scott King Illustrator Honor Award Recipient of an NAACP Image Award for
Outstanding Children’s Literary Work From Academy Award–winning actress Lupita Nyong’o comes
a powerful, moving picture book about colorism, self-esteem, and learning that true beauty comes
from within. Sulwe has skin the color of midnight. She is darker than everyone in her family. She is
darker than anyone in her school. Sulwe just wants to be beautiful and bright, like her mother and
sister. Then a magical journey in the night sky opens her eyes and changes everything. In this
stunning debut picture book, actress Lupita Nyong’o creates a whimsical and heartwarming story to
inspire children to see their own unique beauty.
  the story of ruby bridges: Under the Quilt of Night Deborah Hopkinson, 2013-10-15 When
night falls, and all is quiet, a slave girl starts to run. She follows the moon into the woods, leading
her loved ones away from their master. There's only one place where he might not find them, and it's
under the quilt of night. Guided by the stars, they head north in the direction of freedom. At last, the
girl sees a quilt -- the quilt with a center square made from deep blue fabric -- and knows it's a signal
from friends on the Underground Railroad, welcoming her into their home. And so she steps
forward... Deborah Hopkinson and James E. Ransome team up again, in this stunning companion to
Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt. Ransome's rich, powerful illustrations elicit all the emotion and
suspense of Hopkinson's words, in a story that's sure to make your heart race and leave you
breathless.
  the story of ruby bridges: Cajun Pig: Boucheries, Cochon de Laits and Boudin Dixie
Poché, 2020 Southwest Louisiana is famous for time-honored gatherings that celebrate its French
Acadian heritage. And the culinary star of these gatherings? That's generally the pig. Whether it's a
boucherie, the Cochon de Lait in Mansura or Chef John Folse's Fete des Bouchers, where an army of
chefs steps back three hundred years to demonstrate how to make blood boudin and smoked
sausage, ever-resourceful Cajuns use virtually every part of the pig in various savory delights. The
author traverses Cajun country to dive in to the recipes and stories behind regional specialties such
as boudin, cracklings, gumbo and hogs head cheese. From the Smoked Meats Festival in Ville Platte
to Thibodaux's Bourgeois Meat Market, where miles of boudin have been produced since 1891, this
is a mouthwatering dive into Cajun devotion to the pig.--Back cover.
  the story of ruby bridges: White Like Her Gail Lukasik, 2017-10-17 White Like Her: My
Family’s Story of Race and Racial Passing is the story of Gail Lukasik’s mother’s “passing,” Gail’s
struggle with the shame of her mother’s choice, and her subsequent journey of self-discovery and
redemption. In the historical context of the Jim Crow South, Gail explores her mother’s decision to
pass, how she hid her secret even from her own husband, and the price she paid for choosing
whiteness. Haunted by her mother’s fear and shame, Gail embarks on a quest to uncover her
mother’s racial lineage, tracing her family back to eighteenth-century colonial Louisiana. In coming
to terms with her decision to publicly out her mother, Gail changed how she looks at race and
heritage. With a foreword written by Kenyatta Berry, host of PBS's Genealogy Roadshow, this unique
and fascinating story of coming to terms with oneself breaks down barriers.
  the story of ruby bridges: The ABCs of Black History Rio Cortez, 2020-12-08 A NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER B is for Beautiful, Brave, and Bright! And for a Book that takes a Bold journey
through the alphabet of Black history and culture. Letter by letter, The ABCs of Black History



celebrates a story that spans continents and centuries, triumph and heartbreak, creativity and joy.
It’s a story of big ideas––P is for Power, S is for Science and Soul. Of significant moments––G is for
Great Migration. Of iconic figures––H is for Zora Neale Hurston, X is for Malcom X. It’s an ABC book
like no other, and a story of hope and love. In addition to rhyming text, the book includes back
matter with information on the events, places, and people mentioned in the poem, from Mae Jemison
to W. E. B. Du Bois, Fannie Lou Hamer to Sam Cooke, and the Little Rock Nine to DJ Kool Herc.
  the story of ruby bridges: The Runaway Wok Ying Chang Compestine, 2011-01-06 When a
boy goes to the market to buy food and comes home with an old wok instead, his parents wonder
what they'll eat for dinner. But then the wok rolls out of the poor family's house with a
skippity-hoppity-ho! and returns from the rich man's home with a feast in tow! With spirited text and
lively illustrations, this story reminds readers about the importance of generosity.
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