
staar supplemental aids 2023
staar supplemental aids 2023 are essential tools designed to support students with
disabilities and diverse learning needs during the State of Texas Assessments of Academic
Readiness (STAAR) exams. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the latest
updates and requirements for supplemental aids in 2023, including definitions, types,
eligibility, and implementation strategies. Readers will discover how supplemental aids can
improve test performance, what changes have occurred in recent policies, and how
educators and parents can ensure compliance while maximizing student support. With
detailed sections covering official guidelines, practical usage, frequently asked questions,
and key considerations, this article serves as a valuable resource for anyone involved in
STAAR testing. Whether you are a teacher, administrator, parent, or student, understanding
the nuances of staar supplemental aids 2023 is critical to providing equitable testing
opportunities and meeting educational standards.
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Understanding STAAR Supplemental Aids in 2023

STAAR supplemental aids 2023 are instructional and testing resources specifically approved
for students who require accommodations due to learning disabilities or other qualifying
conditions. The purpose of these aids is to level the playing field, allowing all students to
demonstrate their knowledge without being hindered by their disability. As the educational
landscape evolves, so do the guidelines and expectations for supplemental aids, making it
important for educators and families to stay informed about current standards.

Supplemental aids can include graphic organizers, math charts, science reference
materials, and other visual supports. These resources help students organize thoughts,
recall procedures, and access necessary information during the STAAR assessments. In
2023, updated rules and recommendations from the Texas Education Agency (TEA) have
clarified what is allowed, how aids must be formatted, and who can use them.
Understanding these changes is vital for compliance and effective implementation.



Official Guidelines and Policy Updates

Texas Education Agency Requirements

The TEA publishes detailed requirements and guidance for supplemental aids each school
year. For 2023, the agency reinforced the importance of individualized decisions based on
the student’s needs documented in their Individualized Education Program (IEP) or Section
504 plan. Only students with qualifying disabilities may use supplemental aids during the
STAAR exam, and the aid must be routinely used in classroom instruction.

Recent Changes in 2023

Key updates to staar supplemental aids 2023 include revised formatting standards,
restrictions on content, and clarification of which aids are permissible for each subject area.
Educators are now required to ensure that aids do not cue answers or provide unfair
advantages. The TEA has also increased monitoring to ensure adherence to these
guidelines.

Types of Approved STAAR Supplemental Aids

Graphic Organizers

Graphic organizers are widely used in reading, writing, science, and social studies
assessments. They help students organize information, sequence events, and clarify
relationships between concepts. In 2023, approved graphic organizers must be blank
templates without any pre-filled content or cues.

Mathematics Charts and Resources

Math supplemental aids may include place value charts, formula charts, and number lines.
These aids are subject to strict guidelines regarding their content and format. For example,
multiplication charts must not include solved examples, and charts must not contain hints
or strategies that could guide students toward a correct answer.

Science Reference Materials

Permitted science aids include blank periodic tables, graphic representations of scientific
processes, and vocabulary word banks. The TEA requires that all science supplemental aids
be free of instructional content and only provide neutral reference material.



Reading and Writing Supplemental Aids

In reading and writing, students may use blank graphic organizers and editing checklists
that have been previously approved and used in classroom instruction. These aids assist
with organizing thoughts and self-checking work, but must not contain examples or
prompts that lead to specific answers.

Blank graphic organizers (e.g., Venn diagrams, flow charts)

Place value charts for mathematics

Blank periodic tables for science

Editing checklists for writing

Word banks for vocabulary support

Eligibility and Documentation Requirements

Qualifying Students

Only students with disabilities who have an IEP or Section 504 plan that specifically
documents the routine use of supplemental aids are eligible. The decision to provide
supplemental aids must be based on the student’s demonstrated need, not solely on the
disability category.

Documentation Standards

For staar supplemental aids 2023, documentation must include a clear description of the
aid, evidence of its routine use in instruction, and justification for its necessity. The
student’s educational plan should outline when and how the aid is used, and all supporting
materials must be maintained for TEA review.

Routine Use in Instruction

A key requirement is proof that the supplemental aid is regularly used during classroom
activities and assessments, not just during STAAR testing. This demonstrates that the aid is
an integral part of the student’s learning process and not solely for test-taking purposes.



Student has documented disability1.

IEP or Section 504 plan specifies supplemental aid use2.

Routine classroom use is established and documented3.

Aid matches approved format and content guidelines4.

Implementing Supplemental Aids Effectively

Best Practices for Educators

Effective implementation of staar supplemental aids 2023 requires collaboration between
teachers, special education staff, and administrators. Educators should select aids that
align with the student’s instructional needs and ensure all aids are properly formatted
according to TEA standards.

Training and Preparation

Training staff members on the use and limitations of supplemental aids is critical. Teachers
should regularly review TEA guidelines and participate in professional development
sessions to stay updated on policy changes and best practices.

Student Familiarization

Students must be given opportunities to practice with their supplemental aids during
normal classroom instruction. Familiarity reduces test-day anxiety and ensures that
students know how to use their aids effectively during the STAAR exam.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Formatting Errors

One frequent mistake is providing aids that contain pre-filled information, hints, or
examples. These violations can result in test invalidation. Always use blank templates and
remove any instructional content before the exam.



Lack of Documentation

Failure to document the routine use of aids in the IEP or Section 504 plan is another
common error. Ensure all supplemental aid usage is clearly outlined and justified within the
student’s official records.

Providing Non-Approved Aids

Occasionally, well-meaning staff may offer materials that are not on the TEA-approved list
or do not meet the required format. Regularly review the official list of permissible aids and
update classroom materials as needed.

Double-check all aids for compliance with TEA guidelines

Maintain detailed documentation in student records

Train staff on allowable and non-allowable aids

Conduct periodic audits of classroom materials

Frequently Asked Questions about STAAR
Supplemental Aids

What is the purpose of STAAR supplemental aids?

STAAR supplemental aids are designed to provide equitable access to testing for students
with disabilities, enabling them to demonstrate their knowledge without barriers presented
by their disabilities.

Who determines which students receive supplemental
aids?

Eligibility is determined by the student’s Admission, Review, and Dismissal (ARD)
committee for special education or the Section 504 committee, based on documented need
and routine classroom use.



Can supplemental aids be used for all STAAR subjects?

Not all aids are allowed in every subject. The TEA specifies which aids are permitted for
each content area, and educators must ensure compliance with these subject-specific rules.

How should supplemental aids be prepared for STAAR
testing?

All supplemental aids must be formatted according to TEA guidelines, remain blank or
neutral, and match the versions used during classroom instruction. Aids must be free of any
hints, cues, or instructional content.

What happens if a student uses a non-approved
supplemental aid?

Use of non-approved aids can result in test invalidation or disciplinary action. Schools must
carefully verify all aids before testing.

Do teachers need special training to administer
supplemental aids?

Yes, teachers should receive training on allowable aids, documentation requirements, and
implementation procedures to ensure compliance and effective support for students.

Can parents request specific supplemental aids for their
child?

Parents can advocate for the inclusion of specific aids, but the final decision rests with the
ARD or Section 504 committee, based on documented instructional need and compliance
with TEA rules.

How often are STAAR supplemental aid guidelines
updated?

The TEA reviews and updates guidelines annually, so educators and families should check
for changes each school year to maintain compliance.



Are electronic supplemental aids allowed on STAAR
exams?

Electronic aids are generally not permitted unless specified by a student’s IEP or Section
504 plan and approved by TEA, with strict controls on their content and usage.

What evidence must be kept to support the use of
supplemental aids?

Schools must maintain documentation of routine classroom use, the student’s educational
plan specifying the aid, and copies of the actual aids used during instruction and testing for
TEA review.
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