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sign language hand under chin is a phrase that sparks curiosity among those learning sign language,

as it refers to a distinctive gesture that carries significant meaning. This article delves into the

interpretation and usage of the sign language hand under chin gesture within American Sign Language

(ASL) and other sign languages. Readers will discover the historical origins, cultural nuances, and

linguistic importance of this gesture. Additionally, the article explores proper hand placement, common

variations, and misunderstandings that may arise. Whether you are a beginner eager to learn new

signs, a linguist studying nonverbal communication, or simply curious about the world of sign

language, this comprehensive resource offers detailed insights and practical tips. Read on to uncover

the fascinating world behind the sign language hand under chin gesture, its meaning, and its impact on

communication.
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Understanding the Sign Language Hand Under Chin Gesture

The sign language hand under chin gesture is a visually distinct movement used in various sign

languages, most notably American Sign Language (ASL). This gesture typically involves placing an

open or closed hand beneath the chin and moving it outward, upward, or in a specific direction,

depending on the intended meaning. In ASL, this sign is often associated with concepts such as

"thank you," "fine," or "beautiful," but the meaning can shift dramatically based on context, hand shape,

and motion. Recognizing this gesture is vital for effective nonverbal communication and understanding

nuanced language expression within the Deaf community. Learners and interpreters must pay close

attention to the hand's position, movement, and accompanying facial expressions to interpret the

gesture accurately.

Origins and Historical Context of the Gesture

The origins of the hand under chin gesture in sign language can be traced back to early forms of

visual communication among Deaf communities. Gestures involving the chin have long been

associated with speech, emotion, and respect in various cultures. In ASL, the gesture evolved as a

practical way to express gratitude, affirmation, and other positive emotions. Over time, formalized sign

languages adopted and standardized this movement, integrating it into their lexicon. Historical records

indicate that the hand under chin gesture has appeared in sign languages across Europe, Asia, and

the Americas, each with slight variations reflecting local customs and linguistic influences.

Understanding its roots provides deeper appreciation of how nonverbal signs develop and spread

across communities.



Common Meanings and Variations in Sign Languages

The sign language hand under chin gesture conveys different meanings based on the language

system, hand shape, and motion. In American Sign Language, the most widely recognized use is

"thank you," performed by placing the flat hand under the chin and moving it outward. Other meanings

include "good," "fine," "beautiful," and "delicious," depending on subtle changes to hand configuration

and movement. In British Sign Language (BSL) and other systems, the gesture may signify different

concepts or be used in alternative contexts. Understanding these variations is crucial for accurate

communication and avoiding misunderstandings.

Thank You: Flat hand moves from chin outward, expressing gratitude.

Beautiful: Open hand sweeps under chin, often with a smile, indicating attractiveness.

Fine: Thumb and fingers touch the chin, then move away, denoting well-being.

Delicious: Fingers brush under chin, paired with positive facial expressions.

Proper Technique and Hand Placement

Mastering the sign language hand under chin gesture requires careful attention to technique. The

starting position is crucial: the hand must be open or closed as dictated by the specific sign, with

fingers together or spread apart. Placement directly under the chin ensures clarity and visibility, while

movement should be smooth and deliberate. Facial expression plays a significant role in enhancing

meaning, with smiles or raised eyebrows often reinforcing positive sentiments. Beginners are

encouraged to practice in front of a mirror and seek feedback from fluent signers to refine their

technique.



Cultural Nuances and Regional Differences

Cultural context greatly influences the interpretation of the hand under chin gesture in sign language.

In North American ASL, it commonly means "thank you" or "beautiful," but variations exist in French

Sign Language, Italian Sign Language, and others. Some cultures use the gesture in everyday

greetings, while others reserve it for formal occasions. Regional dialects within ASL communities may

also modify the gesture’s meaning or execution. Awareness of these differences fosters respectful and

effective communication across diverse groups.

Misunderstandings and Common Mistakes

Misinterpreting the sign language hand under chin gesture is a frequent challenge for beginners.

Confusing the gesture with similar movements can lead to misunderstandings, especially when

expressing gratitude or compliments. Common mistakes include incorrect hand shape, improper

placement, or lack of facial expression. Sometimes, learners use the wrong motion or confuse the sign

with gestures from other languages. To avoid these errors, consistent practice and exposure to native

signers are essential. Visual aids and video demonstrations can also enhance comprehension and

accuracy.

Mixing up "thank you" and "good" due to similar hand movements1.

Placing the hand too far from the chin or at an incorrect angle2.

Neglecting facial expressions that are vital for meaning3.

Using the gesture in the wrong cultural or social context4.

Over-exaggerating motion, making the sign unclear5.



Applications and Importance in Everyday Communication

The hand under chin gesture is integral to daily interactions in the Deaf community and among sign

language users. It enables concise, expressive communication and bridges gaps between spoken and

visual language. The gesture’s versatility allows it to convey gratitude, affirmation, compliments, and

other emotions without words. For interpreters, educators, and healthcare professionals, mastering this

gesture enhances accessibility and fosters inclusive environments. In social settings, using the correct

gesture demonstrates cultural awareness and respect for Deaf traditions.

Tips for Learning and Practicing the Gesture

Learning the sign language hand under chin gesture is achievable with focused practice and guidance.

Start by observing native signers, paying attention to their hand placement and facial expressions. Use

visual resources, such as videos or illustrated guides, to model the correct motion. Practice regularly,

in front of a mirror or with a partner, to build muscle memory and confidence. Attending sign language

classes or workshops can provide expert feedback and accelerate learning. Remember, consistency

and cultural sensitivity are key to mastering this essential gesture.

Q: What does the sign language hand under chin gesture typically

mean in ASL?

A: In American Sign Language, the hand under chin gesture most commonly means "thank you" or

"beautiful," depending on how the gesture is performed.



Q: Can the hand under chin gesture have different meanings in other

sign languages?

A: Yes, the gesture can signify different concepts in other sign languages, such as "good," "delicious,"

or even greetings, depending on regional and cultural variations.

Q: How important is facial expression when using the hand under chin

gesture?

A: Facial expression is very important, as it adds emotional nuance and clarifies the intended meaning

of the gesture.

Q: What are common mistakes when performing the sign language

hand under chin gesture?

A: Common mistakes include incorrect hand placement, lack of facial expression, confusing similar

gestures, and using the sign in inappropriate contexts.

Q: Can beginners learn the hand under chin gesture quickly?

A: With regular practice and attention to technique, most beginners can learn the gesture effectively

within a short time.

Q: Why is understanding cultural context important for this gesture?

A: Cultural context ensures that the gesture is used appropriately and respectfully, avoiding

misunderstandings across different communities.



Q: Is the hand under chin gesture used in formal and informal

communication?

A: Yes, the gesture is used in both settings, but its meaning and intensity may vary depending on the

situation.

Q: How can one practice the hand under chin gesture?

A: Practicing in front of a mirror, watching videos of native signers, and attending sign language

workshops are effective methods.

Q: Are there visual resources available for learning this gesture?

A: Yes, many visual guides, instructional videos, and illustrated materials are available to help learners

master the gesture.

Q: Does the hand shape always remain the same for this gesture?

A: No, the hand shape can vary depending on the meaning, context, and specific sign language

system being used.
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Sign Language Hand Under Chin: Decoding the
Meaning and Cultural Nuances

Have you ever seen someone place their hand under their chin in a conversation, seemingly lost in
thought? While this gesture might appear casual, in the world of sign language, it carries significant
meaning. This post delves deep into the nuances of the "hand under chin" gesture in various sign
languages, exploring its interpretations, cultural contexts, and potential variations. We'll unpack its
common meanings, address potential ambiguities, and provide you with a clearer understanding of
this intriguing nonverbal communication.

Understanding the Context: Beyond a Simple Gesture

The significance of placing a hand under the chin isn't universally consistent across all sign
languages. Its interpretation is heavily influenced by the surrounding context, including the
speaker's facial expressions, body language, and the overall flow of conversation. Simply observing
the hand position isn't enough; the entire communicative act needs to be analyzed for accurate
understanding.

Common Interpretations in Different Sign Languages

While a comprehensive analysis requires specifying the exact sign language, several common
interpretations exist across various sign language systems.

#### Thinking/Considering:

In many sign languages, the hand under the chin gesture signifies deep thought or contemplation. It
visually represents the act of mentally processing information or weighing options. This meaning
aligns with the common nonverbal cue of stroking one's chin in spoken language contexts.

#### Evaluating/Judging:

Similar to the “thinking” interpretation, this gesture can also signal evaluation or judgment. The
hand might subtly move or tap, adding emphasis to the contemplative nature of the action. This
suggests a more critical process of assessment is taking place.

#### Understanding/Comprehending:

In some contexts, the hand under the chin gesture signifies understanding or comprehension. This
interpretation emphasizes a process of internalization and the subsequent grasping of information
presented. It often accompanies a nodding motion, further reinforcing agreement or
acknowledgment.



#### Cultural Variations and Ambiguity

It's crucial to recognize that even within a specific sign language, the interpretation of this gesture
can vary depending on cultural nuances and individual communication styles. The same gesture
might carry a slightly different weight or nuance depending on the signer's background and regional
variations within the sign language community.

Differentiating from Similar Gestures

It's easy to confuse the "hand under chin" gesture with other similar hand positions. It's essential to
differentiate it from other gestures that might involve the hand near the face, such as touching the
chin, stroking the beard (if applicable), or covering the mouth. These gestures generally
communicate different ideas, and paying close attention to the subtle differences is critical for
accurate interpretation.

Observing the Full Communicative Act

To correctly interpret the "hand under chin" gesture, it's essential to observe the entire
communicative act. This includes:

Facial Expressions: The signer's facial expressions provide critical context. A furrowed brow might
suggest deep concentration, while a relaxed expression could signify contemplation.

Body Language: The overall posture and body language of the signer can contribute to the meaning.
A slumped posture might suggest exhaustion or defeat while a more upright posture may indicate
confidence.

Context of Conversation: The surrounding conversation is key. What is being discussed? The topic
itself can drastically alter the interpretation of the gesture.

The Importance of Context in Sign Language Interpretation

Accurate interpretation of sign language hinges heavily on context. This emphasizes the importance
of holistic observation – not just individual gestures, but the entire communication scenario.
Ignoring the broader context can lead to misinterpretations and communication breakdowns.

Conclusion



The "sign language hand under chin" gesture, while seemingly simple, possesses a range of
interpretations dependent on context. Understanding its nuances requires careful observation of the
entire communicative act, including facial expressions, body language, and the conversational flow.
Recognizing potential ambiguities and cultural variations is crucial for effective communication with
sign language users. Remember, accurate interpretation requires attentiveness to detail and a
respect for the richness and complexity of non-verbal communication.

FAQs

1. Is the "hand under chin" gesture universally understood in all sign languages? No, the meaning
and use of this gesture can vary significantly across different sign languages and even within
regional variations of the same language.

2. Can this gesture be combined with other signs to create a more complex meaning? Absolutely.
Like all aspects of sign language, this gesture can be combined with other signs to convey more
complex ideas and nuances.

3. How can I improve my ability to interpret sign language gestures? Consistent exposure to sign
language, taking a sign language course, and observing interactions between fluent signers are all
valuable methods to improve interpretation skills.

4. Are there any specific cultural contexts where this gesture holds a unique meaning? Yes, research
into specific sign language communities and their cultural practices may reveal unique
interpretations or variations in the use of this gesture.

5. What should I do if I'm unsure of the meaning of a sign language gesture? If unsure, it's always
best to politely ask the signer for clarification. Open communication is key to avoiding
misunderstandings.

  sign language hand under chin: Talking with Your Hands, Listening with Your Eyes Gabriel
Grayson, 2003 Grayson makes sign language accessible, easy, and fun with this comprehensive
primer to the techniques, words, and phrases of signing. 800 illustrative photos.
  sign language hand under chin: Sign Language Made Simple Karen Lewis, 1997-08-18
Sign Language Made Simple will include five Parts: Part One: an introduction, how to use this book,
a brief history of signing and an explanation of how signing is different from other languages,
including its use of non-manual markers (the use of brow, mouth, etc in signing.) Part Two:
Fingerspelling: the signing alphabet illustrated, the relationship between signing alphabet and ASL
signs Part Three: Dictionary of ASL signs: concrete nouns, abstractions, verbs, describers, other
parts of speech-approx. 1,000 illustrations. Will also include instructions for non-manual markers,
where appropriate. Part Four: Putting it all together: sentences and transitions, includes
rudimentary sentences and lines from poems, bible verses, famous quotes-all illustrated. Also,
grammatical aspects, word endings, tenses. Part Five: The Humor of Signing: puns, word plays and
jokes. Sign Language Made Simple will have over 1,200 illustrations, be easy to use, fun to read and
more competitively priced than the competition. It's a knockout addition to the Made Simple list.
  sign language hand under chin: The American Sign Language Handshape Dictionary
Richard A. Tennant, Marianne Gluszak Brown, 1998 Organizes 1,600-plus ASL signs by 40 basic



hand shapes rather than in alphabetical word order. This format allows users to search for a sign
that they recognize but whose meaning they have forgotten or for the meaning of a new sign they
have seen for the first time. The entries include descriptions of how to form each sign to represent
the varying terms they might mean. Index of English glosses only. Annotation copyrighted by Book
News, Inc., Portland, OR
  sign language hand under chin: Language and Gesture David McNeill, 2000-08-03
Landmark study on the role of gestures in relation to speech and thought.
  sign language hand under chin: A New Dictionary of Sign Language Enya Cohen, Lila
Namir, I. M. Schlesinger, 2016-10-10
  sign language hand under chin: Baby Sign Language Mary Smith, 2022-11-15 Start signing
with your baby today! This comprehensive book makes signing easy with photos of real kids using
100+ signs, plus expert advice on teaching your baby to communicate early. In Baby Sign Language,
Mary Smith—ASL interpreter and founder of popular sign language education business Sign ’n
Grow—shares everything you need for learning how to sign with your 0–3-year-old. Maybe you’ve
seen it online or remember a friend and their baby signing MILK or MORE. No matter why you’re
interested, what you’ve heard is true: signing is one of the best ways to kickstart communication.
When your baby can sign, they'll get frustrated less—and you will be able to bond more closely. At
the heart of the book are a broad array of photographed signs that are easy to understand thanks to
the real kids signing them. You’ll find everything your baby wants to tell you, including: Mealtime
Signs: Milk, Food, More, All Done, Drink, Water, Please, Thank You, Yes, No, Hungry, Thirsty
Daytime Signs: Help, Open, Up, Pacifier, Light, Bath, Diaper, Blanket, Bed, Sleep, Morning, Night,
Potty, Poop, and A Variety of Clothing Signs Playtime Signs: Again, Read, Book, Play, Toy, Dance,
Music, Ball, Try, Friend, Take Turns, Gentle, Dog, Cat Family Signs: Love, Mommy, Daddy, Baby,
Sister, Brother, Grandma, Grandpa, How Baby Feels Signs: Feel, Happy, Silly, Sad, Angry, Scared,
Frustrated, Sleepy, Hurt Outdoors Signs: House, Walk, Outside, Playground, Grass, Tree, Car,
Airplane, Sun, Moon, Stars, Rain, Snow …And many more! With songs, stories, and games to
encourage learning, and insider tips to boost your baby's language development, this is truly an
all-in-one guide for helping your baby tell you their wants and needs before they start to talk.
  sign language hand under chin: The Anatomy of Meaning N. J. Enfield, 2009-03-26 How do
we understand what others are trying to say? The answer cannot be found in language alone. Words
are linked to hand gestures and other visible phenomena to create unified 'composite utterances'. In
this book N. J. Enfield presents original case studies of speech-with-gesture based on fieldwork
carried out with speakers of Lao (a language of Southeast Asia). He examines pointing gestures
(including lip and finger-pointing) and illustrative gestures (examples include depicting fish traps
and tracing kinship relations). His detailed analyses focus on the 'semiotic unification' problem, that
is, how to make a single interpretation when multiple signs occur together. Enfield's arguments have
implications for all branches of science with a stake in meaning and its place in human social life.
The book will appeal to all researchers interested in the study of meaning, including linguists,
anthropologists, and psychologists.
  sign language hand under chin: American Sign Language for Kids Rochelle Barlow,
2019-10-08 The easy way for kids ages 3 to 6 (and parents) to learn American Sign Language There
has never been a better way to start learning American Sign Language. Ideal for parents of
nonverbal children or children with communication impairments in the preschool or kindergarten
age range, American Sign Language for Kids offers a simple way to introduce both of you to ASL.
Build your vocabularies with 101 signs perfect for everyday use, all featuring detailed illustrations,
memory tips, and hands-on activities. American Sign Language for Kids helps you focus on the types
of words you need most with chapters conveniently divided by category. Get chatty with activities
that guide you through conversations. You'll be signing together in no time! American Sign
Language for Kids includes: 101 Helpful signs—From family and feelings to meals and playtime,
work with your child to master subjects that will help the two of you connect. Fun ways to
practice—Discover enjoyable activities at the end of each section that make it exciting and engaging



to learn signs and start conversing! Practical guides—Get useful advice for introducing signs to a
child with autism, helpful primers on deaf culture, and more. Discover an effective and meaningful
way to deepen communication with your child—American Sign Language for Kids shows you the
way.
  sign language hand under chin: Black Bird Yellow Sun Steve Light, 2018-03-06 A black bird
explores other colors, in a book that identifies such objects as orange leaves, purple grapes, and
pink flowers.
  sign language hand under chin: Baby Sign Language Basics Monta Z. Briant, 2018-06-26
In this newly expanded edition, a renowned baby-signing expert provides more than 300 American
Sign Language (ASL) signs, illustrated with the same clear, easy-to-understand photos and
descriptions. Since 2004, Baby Sign Language Basics has introduced hundreds of thousands of
parents and caregivers around the globe to the miracle of signing with their babies—and left them
wanting more! Baby-specific signing techniques, songs, and games are also included to make
learning fun and to quickly open up two-way communication. Parents will meet real signing families
and learn how to make sign language a part of their everyday interactions with their children. Also
included is a video signing dictionary featuring all the signs from the book. Just point and click, and
see the sign you want to learn come alive! This is a must-have for all parents, grandparents, and
anyone else who spends time with preverbal children. After all, what parent or caregiver doesn’t
want to know what their baby is trying to tell them? Now includes streaming video, additional tips,
advice, and updated resources!
  sign language hand under chin: Universal Indian Sign Language of the Plains Indians of
North America William Tomkins, 1926
  sign language hand under chin: Rude Hand Gestures of the World Romana Lefevre,
2011-10-21 With this illustrated guide, discover what hand gestures can offend others around the
world—and whether you avoid making them or not is up to you. A hand gesture is arguably the most
effective form of expression, whether you’re defaming a friend’s mother or telling a perfect stranger
to get lost. Learn how to go beyond just flipping the bird with this illustrated guide to rude hand
gestures all around the world, from asking for sex in the Middle East to calling someone crazy in
Italy. Detailed photographs of hand models and subtle tips for proper usage make Rude Hand
Gestures of the World the perfect companion for globe-trotters looking to offend. “If you’ve resolved
to make the most of your travels, a copy of Rude Hand Gestures of the World to know what gestures
you should avoid while abroad. Better safe than sorry!” —Buzzfeed
  sign language hand under chin: The Sign Language Joseph Schuyler Long, 1918
  sign language hand under chin: Understanding E-Body Language Robert T. Whipple,
Productivity Publications, 2006 Ideas in this book will help you every time you send or receive an
electronic note, whether at work or at home. You will learn to read between the lines in all forms of
incoming electronic communications and ensure outgoing messages convey your true intentions and
are politically appropriate. This book also teaches you how to avoid the escalating and embarrassing
e-mail grenade battles that are too prevalent online. There are many tips for managing your
electronic inbox to avoid overload and e-burnout. Understanding E-body Language will forever
change how you view e-mail, while making your online communications easier and more effective.
  sign language hand under chin: Sociolinguistic Variation in American Sign Language
Ceil Lucas, Robert Bayley, Clayton Valli, 2001 Linguists Ceil Lucas, Robert Bayley, Clayton Valli and
a host of other researchers have taken the techniques used to study the regional variations in speech
(such as saying hwhich for which) and have applied them to American Sign Language. Discover how
the same driving social factors affect signs in different regions in Sociolinguistic Variation in
American Sign Language.
  sign language hand under chin: The Indian Sign Language William Philo Clark, 1884
Under orders from General Sheridan, Captain W. P. Clark spent over six years among the Plains
Indians and other tribes studying their sign language. In addition to an alphabetical cataloguing of
signs, Clark gives valuable background information on many tribes and their history and customs.



Considered the classic of its field, this book provides, entirely in prose form, how to speak the
language entirely through sign language, without one diagram provided.
  sign language hand under chin: Perspectives on Classifier Constructions in Sign Languages
Karen Emmorey, 2003-04-02 Classifier constructions are universal to sign languages and exhibit
unique properties that arise from the nature of the visual-gestural modality. The major goals are to
bring to light critical issues related to the study of classifier constructions and to present
state-of-the-art linguistic and psycholinguistic analyses of these constructions. It is hoped that by
doing so, more researchers will be inspired to investigate the nature of classifier constructions
across signed languages and further explore the unique aspects of these forms. The papers in this
volume discuss the following issues: *how sign language classifiers differ from spoken languages;
*cross-linguistic variation in sign language classifier systems; *the role of gesture; *the nature of
morpho-syntactic and phonological constraints on classifier constructions; *the grammaticization
process for these forms; and *the acquisition of classifier forms. Divided into four parts, groups of
papers focus on a particular set of issues, and commentary papers end each section.
  sign language hand under chin: The Canadian Dictionary of ASL Carole Sue Bailey, Kathy
Dolby, Hilda Marian Campbell, Canadian Cultural Society of the Deaf, 2002-06-27 Separate sections
are included on: fingerspelling, ASL handshapes, numbers, pronouns, time concepts, and geographic
place names.--BOOK JACKET.
  sign language hand under chin: Indian Sign Language William Tomkins, 2012-04-20 Learn
to communicate without words with these authentic signs. Learn over 525 signs, developed by the
Sioux, Blackfoot, Cheyenne, Arapahoe, and others. Book also contains 290 pictographs of the Sioux
and Ojibway tribes.
  sign language hand under chin: Australian Sign Language (Auslan) Trevor Johnston, Adam
Schembri, 2007-01-18 This is first comprehensive introduction to the linguistics of Auslan, the sign
language of Australia. Assuming no prior background in language study, it explores each key aspect
of the structure of Auslan, providing an accessible overview of its grammar (how sentences are
structured), phonology (the building blocks of signs), morphology (the structure of signs), lexicon
(vocabulary), semantics (how meaning is created), and discourse (how Auslan is used in context).
The authors also discuss a range of myths and misunderstandings about sign languages, provide an
insight into the history and development of Auslan, and show how Auslan is related to other sign
languages, such as those used in Britain, the USA and New Zealand. Complete with clear
illustrations of the signs in use and useful further reading lists, this is an ideal resource for anyone
interested in Auslan, as well as those seeking a clear, general introduction to sign language
linguistics.
  sign language hand under chin: Captivate Vanessa Van Edwards, 2017-04-25 Do you feel
awkward at networking events? Do you wonder what your date really thinks of you? Do you wish you
could decode people? You need to learn the science of people. As a human behavior hacker, Vanessa
Van Edwards created a research lab to study the hidden forces that drive us. And she’s cracked the
code. In Captivate, she shares shortcuts, systems, and secrets for taking charge of your interactions
at work, at home, and in any social situation. These aren’t the people skills you learned in school.
This is the first comprehensive, science backed, real life manual on how to captivate anyone—and a
completely new approach to building connections. Just like knowing the formulas to use in a
chemistry lab, or the right programming language to build an app, Captivate provides simple ways
to solve people problems. You’ll learn, for example… · How to work a room: Every party, networking
event, and social situation has a predictable map. Discover the sweet spot for making the most
connections. · How to read faces: It’s easier than you think to speed-read facial expressions and use
them to predict people’s emotions. · How to talk to anyone: Every conversation can be
memorable—once you learn how certain words generate the pleasure hormone dopamine in
listeners. When you understand the laws of human behavior, your influence, impact, and income will
increase significantly. What’s more, you will improve your interpersonal intelligence, make a killer
first impression, and build rapport quickly and authentically in any situation—negotiations,



interviews, parties, and pitches. You’ll never interact the same way again.
  sign language hand under chin: British Sign Language Margaret Deuchar, 2013-06-17 This
first linguistic study of British Sign Language is written for students of linguistics, for deaf and
hearing sign language researchers, for teachers and social workers for the deaf. The author
cross-refers to American Sign Language, which has usually been more extensively studied by
linguists, and compares the two languages.
  sign language hand under chin: The Indian sign language, with notes of the gestures taught
deaf-mutes in our institutions William Philo Clark, 1885
  sign language hand under chin: The Trust Factor Robert T. Whipple, 2003-05 Creating an
environment of TRUST is the heart of leadership. This book reveals new ways of building trust, using
effective tools developed, tested, and perfected through years of application in the corporate
environment. Successful application of these tools will help you confidently lead based on a solid
foundation, increase your effectiveness working with people, and improve your job satisfaction.
  sign language hand under chin: A Phonological Grammar of Kenyan Sign Language
Hope E. Morgan, 2022-07-05 This grammar of Kenyan Sign Language (KSL) phonology adds to a
sparse literature on the units of categorical form in the world’s sign languages. At the same time, it
brings descriptive and theoretical research on sign language phonology into better alignment by
systematically evaluating current models of sign language phonology for each of the main
parameters – handshape, location, and movement – against the KSL data. This grammar also makes
a methodological contribution by using a unique dataset of KSL minimal pairs in the analysis,
demonstrating that minimal pairs are not as infrequent in sign languages as previously thought. The
main content of the book is found in five chapters on handshape, location, core articulatory
movement, manner of movement, and other distinctive features (e.g., orientation, mouth actions).
The book also contains two large appendices that document the phonological evidence for each of
the 44 handshapes and 37 locations. This book will be a key reference for descriptive and typological
studies of sign phonology, as well as a helpful resource for linguists interested in understanding the
similarities and differences between current models of sign phonology and identifying promising
avenues for future research.
  sign language hand under chin: Communicating in Sign Diane P. Chambers, 1998-07-08
Places ASL within the context of Deaf culture.
  sign language hand under chin: Human Language Peter Hagoort, 2019-10-29 A unique
overview of the human language faculty at all levels of organization. Language is not only one of the
most complex cognitive functions that we command, it is also the aspect of the mind that makes us
uniquely human. Research suggests that the human brain exhibits a language readiness not found in
the brains of other species. This volume brings together contributions from a range of fields to
examine humans' language capacity from multiple perspectives, analyzing it at genetic,
neurobiological, psychological, and linguistic levels. In recent decades, advances in computational
modeling, neuroimaging, and genetic sequencing have made possible new approaches to the study
of language, and the contributors draw on these developments. The book examines cognitive
architectures, investigating the functional organization of the major language skills; learning and
development trajectories, summarizing the current understanding of the steps and neurocognitive
mechanisms in language processing; evolutionary and other preconditions for communication by
means of natural language; computational tools for modeling language; cognitive neuroscientific
methods that allow observations of the human brain in action, including fMRI, EEG/MEG, and
others; the neural infrastructure of language capacity; the genome's role in building and maintaining
the language-ready brain; and insights from studying such language-relevant behaviors in nonhuman
animals as birdsong and primate vocalization. Section editors Christian F. Beckmann, Carel ten
Cate, Simon E. Fisher, Peter Hagoort, Evan Kidd, Stephen C. Levinson, James M. McQueen, Antje S.
Meyer, David Poeppel, Caroline F. Rowland, Constance Scharff, Ivan Toni, Willem Zuidema
  sign language hand under chin: The Phonology of Shanghai Sign Language Jisheng
Zhang, Yanhong Wu, Shengyun Gu, Feng Yang, Yin’er Zhu, Jeroen van de Weijer, 2024-09-02



Applying the framework of the Prosodic Model to naturalistic data, this book presents a systematic
study of the phonological structure of Shanghai Sign Language (SHSL). It examines the handshape
inventory of SHSL in terms of its underlying featural specifications, phonetic realization and
phonological processes such as assimilation, epenthesis, deletion, coalescence, non-dominant hand
spread and weak drop. The authors define the role of the prosodic hierarchy in SHSL and analyze
the linguistic functions of non-manual markers. This systematic investigation not only contributes to
our understanding of SHSL itself, but also informs typological research on sign languages in the
world.
  sign language hand under chin: Universal Indian Sign Language of the Plains Indians
of North America William Tomkins, 1929
  sign language hand under chin: The Everything Sign Language Book Irene Duke,
2009-03-17 Discover the intricacies of American Sign Language with this comprehensive, essential
guide to learning the basics of sign language. The appeal of American Sign Language (ASL) has
extended beyond the Deaf community into the mainstream—it’s even popular as a class in high
school and college. You are guided through the basics of ASL with clear instruction and more than
300 illustrations. With a minimum of time and effort, you will learn to sign: the ASL alphabet;
questions and common expressions; numbers, money, and time. With info on signing etiquette,
communicating with people in the Deaf community, and using ASL to aid child development, this
book makes signing fun for the entire family.
  sign language hand under chin: Body Language Elizabeth Kuhnke, 2016-05-25 What does
your body language say about you? From strangers on the street, to your closest friends and family –
even if you're not speaking, you're saying a lot with your body. Body Language explores the way we
use our bodies to communicate, the way we hold ourselves, the way we sit, stand, and point our
hands, feet and eyes can all reveal how we are feeling in any given situation. This book explores the
body language we use in a wide-range of business and personal-life scenarios, from delivering a
presentation at work to how you should act on a first date! Packed with images to clearly
demonstrate each of the scenarios discussed, Body Language will help you understand the way
others around you choose to communicate and also what you are saying with your own body. These
valuable skills will improve your day to day communication, helping you to judge situations and
understand how others around you are feeling. Use Body Language to: Harness the power of your
own body language Communicate confidently to all of those around you Dip in and out of useful
scenarios to find the best advice for you Understand people's hidden emotions and learn what you
are hiding yourself Tackle those important life events, such as interviews, first dates, important
meetings and more!
  sign language hand under chin: Body Language Elizabeth Kuhnke, 2016-06-10 What does
your body language say about you? From strangers on the street, to your closest friends and family –
even if you're not speaking, you're saying a lot with your body. Body Language explores the way we
use our bodies to communicate, the way we hold ourselves, the way we sit, stand, and point our
hands, feet and eyes can all reveal how we are feeling in any given situation. This book explores the
body language we use in a wide-range of business and personal-life scenarios, from delivering a
presentation at work to how you should act on a first date! Packed with images to clearly
demonstrate each of the scenarios discussed, Body Language will help you understand the way
others around you choose to communicate and also what you are saying with your own body. These
valuable skills will improve your day to day communication, helping you to judge situations and
understand how others around you are feeling. Use Body Language to: Harness the power of your
own body language Communicate confidently to all of those around you Dip in and out of useful
scenarios to find the best advice for you Understand people's hidden emotions and learn what you
are hiding yourself Tackle those important life events, such as interviews, first dates, important
meetings and more!
  sign language hand under chin: Theoretical Issues in Sign Language Research, Volume 1
Susan D. Fischer, Patricia Siple, 1990-11-19 Only recently has linguistic research recognized sign



languages as legitimate human languages with properties analogous to those cataloged for French
or Navajo, for example. There are many different sign languages, which can be analyzed on a variety
of levels—phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics—in the same way as spoken
languages. Yet the recognition that not all of the principles established for spoken languages hold
for sign languages has made sign languages a crucial testing ground for linguistic theory. Edited by
Susan Fischer and Patricia Siple, this collection is divided into four sections, reflecting the
traditional core areas of phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics. Although most of the
contributions consider American Sign Language (ASL), five treat sign languages unrelated to ASL,
offering valuable perspectives on sign universals. Since some of these languages or systems are only
recently established, they provide a window onto the evolution and growth of sign languages.
  sign language hand under chin: Sign Language Jim G. Kyle, James Kyle, Bencie Woll,
1988-02-26 The discovery of the importance of sign language in the deaf community is very recent
indeed. This book provides a study of the communication and culture of deaf people, and particularly
of the deaf community in Britain. The authors' principal aim is to inform educators, psychologists,
linguists and professionals working with deaf people about the rich language the deaf have
developed for themselves - a language of movement and space, of the hands and of the eyes, of
abstract communication as well as iconic story telling. The first chapters of the book discuss the
history of sign language use, its social aspects and the issues surrounding the language acquisition
of deaf children (BSL) follows, and the authors also consider how the signs come into existence,
change over time and alter their meanings, and how BSL compares and contrasts with spoken
languages and other signed languages. Subsequent chapters examine sign language learning from a
psychological perspective and other cognitive issues. The book concludes with a consideration of the
applications of sign language research, particularly in the contentious field of education. There is
still much to be discovered about sign language and the deaf community, but the authors have
succeeded in providing an extensive framework on which other researchers can build, from which
professionals can develop a coherent practice for their work with deaf people, and from which
hearing parents of deaf children can draw the confidence to understand their children's world.
  sign language hand under chin: Body - Language - Communication. Volume 2 Cornelia
Müller, Alan Cienki, Ellen Fricke, Silva Ladewig, David McNeill, Sedinha Tessendorf, 2014-10-29
Volume II of the handbook offers a unique collection of exemplary case studies. In five chapters and
99 articles it presents the state of the art on how body movements are used for communication
around the world. Topics include the functions of body movements, their contexts of occurrence,
their forms and meanings, their integration with speech, and how bodily motion can function as
language. By including an interdisciplinary chapter on ‘embodiment’, volume II explores the body
and its role in the grounding of language and communication from one of the most widely discussed
current theoretical perspectives. Volume II of the handbook thus entails the following chapters: VI.
Gestures across cultures, VII. Body movements: functions, contexts and interactions, VIII. Gesture
and language, IX. Embodiment: the body and its role for cognition, emotion, and communication, X.
Sign Language: Visible body movements as language. Authors include: Mats Andrèn, Richard
Asheley, Benjamin Bergen, Ulrike Bohle, Dominique Boutet, Heather Brookes, Penelope Brown,
Kensy Cooperrider, Onno Crasborn, Seana Coulson, James Essegby, Maria Graziano, Marianne
Gullberg, Simon Harrison, Hermann Kappelhoff, Mardi Kidwell, Irene Kimbara, Stefan Kopp,
Grigoriy Kreidlin, Dan Loehr, Irene Mittelberg, Aliyah Morgenstern, Rafael Nuñez, Isabella Poggi,
David Quinto-Pozos, Monica Rector, Pio Enrico Ricci-Bitti, Göran Sonesson, Timo Sowa, Gale Stam,
Eve Sweetser, Mark Tutton, Ipke Wachsmuth, Linda Waugh, Sherman Wilcox.
  sign language hand under chin: Recurrent Gestures of Hausa Speakers Izabela Will,
2021-11-15 This book presents a repertoire of conventionalized co-speech gestures used by Hausa
speakers from northern Nigeria.
  sign language hand under chin: Knack American Sign Language Suzie Chafin, 2009-08-04
While learning a new language isn’t a “knack” for everyone, Knack American Sign Language finally
makes it easy. The clear layout, succinct information, and topic-specific sign language partnered



with high-quality photos enable quick learning. By a “bilingual” author whose parents were both
deaf, and photographed by a design professor at the leading deaf university, Gallaudet, it covers all
the basic building blocks of communication. It does so with a view to each reader’s reason for
learning, whether teaching a toddler basic signs or communicating with a deaf coworker. Readers
will come away with a usable knowledge base rather than a collection of signs with limited use. · 450
full-color photos · American Sign Language · Intended for people who can hear · Can be used with
babies and young children
  sign language hand under chin: Mealtime and Bedtime Sing & Sign Anne Meeker-Miller,
2008-08-26 Finally, a way to ease the most challenging times of day with baby. Since signed
gestures enable babies to tell caregivers what they want and need before they can talk, mealtime
and bedtime are occasions when signing can really come in handy. Based on Dr. Miller's popular
workshops, Mealtime and Bedtime Sing & Sign is a user-friendly guide featuring over 200 signs with
photos, instructions, and activities. An all-new, 12-song CD with upbeat music followed by calm
lullabies teaches and reinforces key signs.
  sign language hand under chin: Linguistics of American Sign Language Clayton Valli,
Ceil Lucas, 2000 New 4th Edition completely revised and updated with new DVD now available;
ISBN 1-56368-283-4.
  sign language hand under chin: Body Language For Dummies Elizabeth Kuhnke, 2015-06-29
The complete guide to mastering the art of effective body language Body Language For Dummies is
your ideal guide to understanding other people, and helping them understand you. Body language is
a critical component of good communication, and often conveys a bigger message than the words
you say. This book teaches you how to interpret what people really mean by observing their posture,
gestures, eye movements, and more, and holds up a mirror to give you a clear idea of how you're
being interpreted yourself. This updated third edition includes new coverage of virtual meetings,
multicultural outsourcing environments, devices, and boardroom behaviours for women, as well as
insight into Harvard professor Amy Cuddy's research into how body language affects testosterone
and cortisol, as published in the Harvard Business Review.. Body language is a fascinating topic that
reveals how the human mind works. Image and presentation are crucial to successful
communication, both in business and in your personal life. This book is your guide to decoding body
language, and adjusting your own habits to improve your interactions with others. Become a better
communicator without saying a word Make a better first (and second, and third...) impression Learn
what other people's signals really mean Transform your personal and professional relationships
Realising what kind of impression you give is a valuable thing, and learning how to make a more
positive impact is an incredibly useful skill. Whether you want to improve your prospects in job
seeking, dating, or climbing the corporate ladder, Body Language For Dummies helps you translate
the unspoken and get your message across.
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