
shel silverstein unicorn poem
shel silverstein unicorn poem is a popular and enduring piece of literature that has captured the
imagination of readers for decades. Written by the legendary poet and author Shel Silverstein, the
unicorn poem is renowned for its whimsical storytelling, engaging rhythm, and underlying messages
of hope and wonder. This article provides a comprehensive exploration of Silverstein’s unicorn
poem, delving into its origins, literary significance, themes, and cultural impact. Readers will
discover the background of Shel Silverstein as a poet, the story behind the unicorn poem, its
meaning and analysis, and why it remains a beloved classic. Whether you are a long-time fan or a
newcomer searching for insight into the shel silverstein unicorn poem, this guide offers valuable
information to deepen your appreciation. Continue reading to learn about the poem’s history, key
themes, and lasting legacy in children’s literature and poetry.
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Background of Shel Silverstein and His Works
Shel Silverstein was an American poet, cartoonist, songwriter, and author, celebrated for his unique
voice and imaginative creations. His works resonate deeply with children and adults alike, thanks to
their playful tone, clever rhymes, and meaningful messages. Silverstein's writing portfolio includes
acclaimed books such as "Where the Sidewalk Ends," "A Light in the Attic," and "The Giving Tree,"
each showcasing his talent for blending humor with heartfelt storytelling.

Silverstein’s poetry is characterized by its simplicity and accessibility, making profound ideas
approachable for readers of all ages. His ability to craft memorable characters and fantastical
scenarios has cemented his reputation as a master of children’s literature. Among his many
celebrated poems, the unicorn poem stands out for its captivating narrative and enduring appeal.

Origin and Story of the Shel Silverstein Unicorn Poem

Historical Context
The shel silverstein unicorn poem, commonly referred to as "The Unicorn," was first published in the
1962 poetry collection "Where the Sidewalk Ends." The poem quickly gained popularity for its clever
use of language, engaging plot, and memorable imagery. Silverstein’s storytelling reflects a deep
appreciation for fantasy and myth, drawing inspiration from folklore surrounding unicorns.



Storyline and Structure
The unicorn poem tells the story of how unicorns missed their chance to board Noah’s Ark, leading
to their disappearance from the world. Silverstein employs playful rhyme schemes and vivid
descriptions to recount the unicorns’ fate, blending humor with a touch of melancholy. The poem’s
structure is straightforward, making it accessible for young readers while retaining layers of
meaning that appeal to adults.

Introduction of the unicorns as whimsical creatures

Description of Noah’s Ark and the impending flood

Unicorns’ playful nature causing them to miss the ark

Explanation for the unicorns’ absence in the modern world

This storyline serves as both a lighthearted tale and a subtle commentary on missed opportunities
and the importance of paying attention.

Literary Analysis and Themes

Symbolism and Meaning
The shel silverstein unicorn poem is rich with symbolic meaning. Unicorns are often associated with
purity, magic, and innocence, making their absence a poignant element of the narrative. Silverstein
uses the unicorns’ playful behavior to highlight themes of distraction and consequence, subtly
encouraging readers to reflect on their own actions.

Poetic Devices and Style
Silverstein’s mastery of poetic devices is evident in the unicorn poem. He utilizes rhyme, repetition,
and alliteration to create a rhythmic, musical quality that enhances the storytelling. The poem’s
conversational tone invites readers to engage with the narrative, while its humor makes the message
more accessible.

Key Themes Explored

Imagination and Wonder: The poem celebrates the magical qualities of unicorns, inviting
readers to embrace creativity.

Loss and Absence: The disappearance of unicorns serves as a metaphor for things lost due to
oversight or distraction.

Responsibility and Choices: The narrative underscores the importance of making mindful



decisions and recognizing the consequences of actions.

Childhood and Innocence: Silverstein’s playful approach reminds readers of the joys and
simplicity of childhood.

These themes contribute to the unicorn poem’s enduring relevance, making it a favorite for parents,
educators, and poetry enthusiasts.

Cultural Impact and Popularity

Influence on Literature and Music
The shel silverstein unicorn poem has had a significant impact on both literature and popular
culture. Its memorable narrative inspired the folk song "The Unicorn," popularized by The Irish
Rovers in 1968. The song brought Silverstein’s poem to a broader audience, leading to widespread
recognition and adaptation.

In literature, the poem is frequently included in anthologies and curriculum materials, serving as a
gateway for children to explore poetry. Its imaginative storytelling encourages creativity and
inspires countless adaptations in books, music, and art.

Enduring Appeal
Generations of readers continue to cherish the unicorn poem for its charm and wisdom. Its universal
themes and engaging style make it suitable for classroom discussions, bedtime readings, and literary
analysis. The poem’s ability to evoke nostalgia, wonder, and reflection ensures its place as a timeless
classic.

Popular in schools and libraries worldwide

Frequently referenced in discussions on fantasy and myth

Adapted in music, theatre, and visual arts

The shel silverstein unicorn poem is more than just a children’s story—it is a cultural touchstone that
bridges generations and inspires imagination.

Frequently Asked Questions
This section addresses common queries about the shel silverstein unicorn poem, offering concise
and informative answers for readers seeking additional insight.



Q: What is the main message of the shel silverstein unicorn
poem?
A: The main message is the importance of paying attention and the consequences of distraction,
illustrated by the unicorns missing Noah’s Ark and disappearing from the world.

Q: Where was the unicorn poem first published?
A: The unicorn poem by Shel Silverstein was first published in his poetry collection "Where the
Sidewalk Ends" in 1962.

Q: Why are unicorns associated with innocence in Silverstein's
poem?
A: Unicorns are depicted as playful and innocent creatures, symbolizing purity and wonder, which
heightens the impact of their absence in the story.

Q: How did Shel Silverstein’s unicorn poem influence popular
music?
A: The poem inspired the folk song "The Unicorn," which became a hit for The Irish Rovers in 1968,
helping to popularize the story internationally.

Q: What literary devices does Silverstein use in the unicorn
poem?
A: Silverstein employs rhyme, repetition, alliteration, and vivid imagery to create an engaging and
memorable narrative.

Q: Is the unicorn poem suitable for children?
A: Yes, the poem’s accessible language, playful tone, and meaningful themes make it ideal for
children and young readers.

Q: What themes are explored in the unicorn poem?
A: Key themes include imagination, loss, responsibility, and the value of childhood innocence.

Q: How has the unicorn poem influenced children’s literature?
A: The poem is often included in anthologies and educational materials, encouraging creativity and
poetic exploration among young readers.



Q: Is the unicorn poem considered a classic?
A: Yes, the shel silverstein unicorn poem is widely regarded as a classic in children’s literature and
poetry due to its lasting popularity and universal appeal.

Q: What makes Shel Silverstein’s writing style unique?
A: Silverstein’s writing is distinguished by its playful language, approachable style, and ability to
convey profound messages through simple narratives.
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Shel Silverstein Unicorn Poem: A Deep Dive into the
Whimsical World of "Where the Sidewalk Ends"

Shel Silverstein, a name synonymous with childhood wonder and whimsical storytelling, gifted the
world a plethora of poems that continue to resonate across generations. Among his most cherished
works, the search for a specific "Shel Silverstein unicorn poem" often arises. While he didn't
dedicate an entire poem solely to a unicorn in the traditional sense, his body of work, particularly
within "Where the Sidewalk Ends," holds several pieces that evoke the magical essence of the
unicorn, tapping into themes of imagination, individuality, and the power of believing in the
unbelievable. This post will explore those poems, analyzing their subtle unicorn symbolism and
examining how they reflect Silverstein's unique poetic style and enduring appeal. We’ll delve into
specific lines, explore thematic connections, and ultimately help you understand why Silverstein's
work resonates so powerfully with readers seeking a touch of unicorn magic.

Unpacking the Unicorn Metaphor in Silverstein's Poetry

Silverstein rarely used literal descriptions; instead, he painted vivid pictures through evocative
imagery and metaphorical language. The unicorn, a creature representing purity, grace, and often a
touch of the fantastical, frequently appears implicitly within his work. It's not about finding a poem
explicitly titled "The Unicorn," but rather recognizing the unicorn's essence woven into the narrative
threads of his poems.
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#### The Importance of Belief: Finding the Unicorn Within

Many of Silverstein's poems explore the importance of imagination and believing in things unseen.
This inherent belief in the magical is fundamentally connected to the unicorn's mythical status.
Poems like "Sick" and "Smart" showcase children's capacity for imaginative escape, mirroring the
fantastical world where unicorns roam. The child who believes they are sick to avoid school is, in a
way, creating their own magical reality – a reality where unicorns might indeed exist. This mirrors
the power of believing in the unicorn, a creature whose existence depends entirely on faith.

#### Individuality and Uniqueness: The "One-of-a-Kind" Unicorn

Silverstein's poems often celebrate individuality and the beauty of being different. This theme aligns
perfectly with the unicorn's unique nature; it is, after all, a singular creature, often depicted as
solitary and possessing a special horn. Poems that champion nonconformity, like "Masks," resonate
with the unicorn's symbolic representation of unique and magical qualities. The mask represents the
societal pressure to conform, which the unicorn's free spirit inherently rejects.

Analyzing Key Poems with Unicorn-like Qualities

Let's analyze specific poems from "Where the Sidewalk Ends" and other collections to explore the
subtle yet powerful unicorn imagery:

#### 1. "Sick": The Magical Escape

"Sick" brilliantly portrays a child's imaginative escape from the mundane. The fantastical illness
described creates a world beyond the ordinary, a world where anything is possible, much like the
world inhabited by unicorns. The poem's power lies in its suggestion that the child's imagination,
fueled by their desire for freedom, creates a world as magical and unique as a unicorn.

#### 2. "Smart": Celebrating Individuality and Wit

"Smart" celebrates a child's unique intelligence. The cleverness showcased is akin to the unicorn's
mythical wisdom and perceived rarity. The poem implies that true intelligence is not about
conforming to societal norms, but about embracing one's unique perspective—a perspective as
wondrous and special as a unicorn’s horn.

#### 3. "The Giving Tree": Unconditional Love and Magic

While not directly about a unicorn, "The Giving Tree" embodies the spirit of magical selflessness
often attributed to the creature. The tree's unwavering love and willingness to give everything
mirrors the unwavering faith required to believe in a creature of myth and magic. The tree's
enduring spirit and the boy's journey, are both magical transformations that resonate with the
imaginative essence of a unicorn’s existence.



Conclusion

While a dedicated Shel Silverstein unicorn poem may not exist in the traditional sense, the spirit of
the unicorn permeates his work. Through the lens of imagination, individuality, and the power of
belief, Silverstein's poetry subtly evokes the magical essence of the unicorn. His poems, particularly
those within "Where the Sidewalk Ends," invite readers of all ages to embrace their own unique
inner magic, the same magic that fuels belief in the existence of unicorns. His lasting legacy lies not
only in his whimsical words but also in his ability to spark a childlike wonder that allows us to see
the magical unicorn in our own hearts.

FAQs

1. Did Shel Silverstein ever write a poem specifically about a unicorn? No, there isn't a poem
explicitly titled "Unicorn" in his published works. However, the themes and imagery in many of his
poems strongly evoke unicorn symbolism.

2. Which of Silverstein's books is most likely to contain unicorn-related themes? "Where the
Sidewalk Ends" is the most likely candidate, as it's filled with poems celebrating imagination and the
fantastic.

3. How does Silverstein's use of language create a sense of magical realism, relevant to unicorn
imagery? Silverstein utilizes simple yet evocative language, creating a sense of wonder and
possibility, essential to the mythical nature of unicorns.

4. Can you give an example of a line from Silverstein that subtly alludes to a unicorn's essence?
While no direct mention occurs, lines emphasizing unique individuality or magical thinking from
poems like "Smart" or "Sick" effectively capture the spirit of the unicorn.

5. What is the overall message about unicorns conveyed indirectly through Silverstein’s work?
Silverstein subtly suggests that the belief in and search for unicorns, represents the importance of
imagination, individuality, and embracing the extraordinary aspects of life.

  shel silverstein unicorn poem: Falling Up Shel Silverstein, 2020-10-20 NOW AVAILABLE AS
AN EBOOK! From New York Times bestselling author Shel Silverstein, the classic creator of Where
the Sidewalk Ends, A Light in the Attic, and Every Thing On It, comes a wondrous book of poems and
drawings. Filled with unforgettable characters like Screamin’ Millie; Allison Beals and her
twenty-five eels; Danny O'Dare, the dancin' bear; the Human Balloon; and Headphone Harold, this
collection by the celebrated Shel Silverstein will charm young readers and make them want to trip
on their shoelaces and fall up too! So come, wander through the Nose Garden, ride the Little
Hoarse, eat in the Strange Restaurant, and let the magic of Shel Silverstein open your eyes and
tickle your mind. And don't miss these other Shel Silverstein ebooks, The Giving Tree, Where the
Sidewalk Ends, and A Light in the Attic!
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: The Giving Tree Shel Silverstein, 2014-02-18 As The Giving
Tree turns fifty, this timeless classic is available for the first time ever in ebook format. This digital



edition allows young readers and lifelong fans to continue the legacy and love of a classic that will
now reach an even wider audience. Once there was a tree...and she loved a little boy. So begins a
story of unforgettable perception, beautifully written and illustrated by the gifted and versatile Shel
Silverstein. This moving parable for all ages offers a touching interpretation of the gift of giving and
a serene acceptance of another's capacity to love in return. Every day the boy would come to the
tree to eat her apples, swing from her branches, or slide down her trunk...and the tree was happy.
But as the boy grew older he began to want more from the tree, and the tree gave and gave and
gave. This is a tender story, touched with sadness, aglow with consolation. Shel Silverstein's
incomparable career as a bestselling children's book author and illustrator began with Lafcadio, the
Lion Who Shot Back. He is also the creator of picture books including A Giraffe and a Half, Who
Wants a Cheap Rhinoceros?, The Missing Piece, The Missing Piece Meets the Big O, and the
perennial favorite The Giving Tree, and of classic poetry collections such as Where the Sidewalk
Ends, A Light in the Attic, Falling Up, Every Thing On It, Don't Bump the Glump!, and Runny Babbit.
And don't miss the other Shel Silverstein ebooks, Where the Sidewalk Ends and A Light in the Attic!
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: I Believe in Unicorns Michael Morpurgo, 2015-12-11 Back
by popular demand, for a second magical West End season, this intimate show is set in a library full
of books that hold more than stories within their pages. It is a tale of the power of books, and the
bravery of a young boy called Tomas. Tomas loves playing in the mountains where he lives and hates
reading and school, but his world is turned upside down the day he meets the Unicorn Lady in his
local library... An enchanting and interactive show, I Believe in Unicorns sparks the imagination of
both young and old. You too will believe in unicorns after joining Tomas's spellbinding
journey!Suitable for a family audience and children aged 6+
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: It's Raining Pigs & Noodles Jack Prelutsky, 2005-03-15 It's
raining pigs and noodles, it's pouring frogs and hats, chrysanthemums and poodles, bananas,
brooms, and cats. The master of mischievous rhyme, Jack Prelutsky, and his partner in crime, James
Stevenson, have whipped up a storm of more than one hundred hilarious poems and zany drawings.
Grab your umbrella -- and make sure it's a big one!
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: If I Found a Wistful Unicorn Ann Ashford, 1992-04 If his
friend answers yes to any of his questions, then a boy will know his friend loves him.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: Every Thing On It Shel Silverstein, 2022-04-05 NOW
AVAILABLE AS AN EBOOK! From New York Times bestselling Shel Silverstein, celebrated creator of
Where the Sidewalk Ends, A Light in the Attic, and Falling Up, comes an amazing collection of
poems and drawings, in ebook for the very first time! Have you ever read a book with everything on
it? Well, here it is! You will say Hi-ho for the toilet troll, get tongue-tied with Stick-a-Tongue-Out-Sid,
play a highly unusual horn, and experience the joys of growing down. What's that? You have a case
of the Lovetobutcants? Impossible! Just come on in and let the magic of Shel Silverstein bend your
brain and open your heart. And don't miss these other Shel Silverstein ebooks: The Giving Tree,
Where the Sidewalk Ends, Falling Up, and A Light in the Attic!
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: A Boy Named Shel Lisa Rogak, 2007-11-13 Few authors are as
beloved as Shel Silverstein. His inimitable drawings and comic poems have become the bedtime
staples of millions of children and their parents, but few readers know much about the man behind
that wild-eyed, bearded face peering out from the backs of dust jackets. In A Boy Named Shel, Lisa
Rogak tells the full story of a life as antic and adventurous as any of his creations. A man with an
incurable case of wanderlust, Shel kept homes on both coasts and many places in between---and
enjoyed regular stays in the Playboy Mansion. Everywhere he went he charmed neighbors, made
countless friends, and romanced almost as many women with his unstoppable energy and
never-ending wit. His boundless creativity brought him fame and fortune---neither of which changed
his down-to-earth way of life---and his children's books sold millions of copies. But he was much
more than just a children's writer. He collaborated with anyone who crossed his path, and found
success in a wider range of genres than most artists could ever hope to master. He penned hit songs
like A Boy Named Sue and The Unicorn. He drew cartoons for Stars & Stripes and got his big break



with Playboy. He wrote experimental plays and collaborated on scripts with David Mamet. With a
seemingly unending stream of fresh ideas, he worked compulsively and enthusiastically on a wide
array of projects up until his death, in 1999. Drawing on wide-ranging interviews and in-depth
research, Rogak gives fans a warm, enlightening portrait of an artist whose imaginative spirit
created the poems, songs, and drawings that have touched the lives of so many children---and adults.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: Unicorns Skye Alexander, 2015-07-15 An enchanting treasury
of unicorn lore! For thousands of years, unicorns have captured hearts, minds, and imaginations
with their whimsical, mischievous spirit. This enchanting collection invites you to leap into their
magical world and surround yourself in the tales that capture their power and beauty. Filled with
dozens of magnificent illustrations, each page brings your favorite mythical creature to life right
before your eyes--shimmering mane and all. So get ready for a magic-filled adventure--Unicorns
takes you on a journey you won't soon forget.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: Uncle Shelby'S Abz Book Shel Silverstein, 1985-09-09 An adult
version of the alphabet!
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: The Sugar-Plum Tree and Other Verses Eugene Field, Fern
Bisel Peat, 2010-01-01 Presents illustrated versions of the title poem and seven others, including
Fiddle-Dee-Dee and Wynken, Blynken, and Nod.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: Unicorns Erin Peabody, 2018-01-30 Are elegant, elusive
unicorns real, or just a myth? You decide with this new book in the nonfiction series, Behind the
Legend! Behind the Legend looks at creatures and monsters throughout history and analyzes them
through a scientific, myth-busting lens, debating whether or not the sightings and evidence provided
are adequate proof of their existence. In Unicorns, readers learn about all the sightings and proof of
them, from stories in history of people like Julius Caesar and Marco Polo who sought unicorns to why
they were hunted so fiercely. This book also discusses additional history about the creatures, such as
why their horns were so valued in medieval times, their presence in pop culture, and people's
ongoing search for unicorns in modern times. Complete with engaging anecdotes, interesting
sidebars, and fantastic illustrations, this book is one kids won't want to put down!
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: A Giraffe and a Half Shel Silverstein, 2024-02-27 From Shel
Silverstein, the New York Times bestselling author of Where the Sidewalk Ends and The Giving Tree,
comes a riotous rhyming picture book about a boy and his giraffe! Featuring rhythmic verse and
iconic illustrations, A Giraffe and a Half will surely leave every reader, young and old, laughing until
the very end. Beloved for over fifty years, this classic captures Silverstein’s signature humor and
style. If you had a giraffe and he stretched another half, you would have a giraffe and a half. But
what happens if you glue a rose to the tip of his nose? Or if you used a chair to comb his hair? Join
this giraffe on a rollicking and ridiculous journey that will charm readers from beginning to end. And
don't miss Runny Babbit Returns, the new book from Shel Silverstein!
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: A Light in the Attic Shel Silverstein, 2020-04-07 NOW
AVAILABLE AS AN EBOOK! From New York Times bestselling author Shel Silverstein, the creator of
the beloved poetry collections Where the Sidewalk Ends, Falling Up, and Every Thing On It, comes
an imaginative book of poems and drawings—a favorite of Shel Silverstein fans young and old. This
digital edition also includes twelve poems previously only available in the special edition hardcover.
A Light in the Attic delights with remarkable characters and hilariously profound poems in a
collection readers will return to again and again. Here in the attic you will find Backward Bill, Sour
Face Ann, the Meehoo with an Exactlywatt, and the Polar Bear in the Frigidaire. You will talk with
Broiled Face, and find out what happens when Somebody steals your knees, you get caught by the
Quick-Digesting Gink, a Mountain snores, and They Put a Brassiere on the Camel. Come on up to the
attic of Shel Silverstein and let the light bring you home. And don't miss these other Shel Silverstein
ebooks, The Giving Tree, Where the Sidewalk Ends, and Falling Up!
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: Runny Babbit Shel Silverstein, 2005 This collection of poems
and drawings was a work in progress for over 20 years and is as ground-breaking, insightful, witty,
and wondrous as Shel Silverstein's imagination. 'Runny Babbit' is destined to be a classic for readers



of all ages.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: The Black Unicorn Audre Lorde, 2019-07-04 I have been
woman for a long time beware my smile I am treacherous with old magic Filled with rage and
tenderness, Audre Lorde's most acclaimed poetry collection speaks of mothers and children, female
strength and vulnerability, renewal and revenge, goddesses and warriors, ancient magic and
contemporary America. These are fearless assertions of identity, told with incantatory power.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: A Map to the Next World: Poems and Tales Joy Harjo,
2001-03-17 This breathtakingly honest collection of writings is alive with deeply felt and beautifully
expressed emotions.—Wilma Mankiller In her fifth book, Joy Harjo, one of our foremost Native
American voices, melds memories, dream visions, myths, and stories from America’s brutal history
into a poetic whole. To view text with line endings as poet intended, please set font size to the
smallest size on your device.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: The Unicorn, and Other Poems, 1935-1955 Anne Morrow
Lindbergh, 1956 The author of Gift from the Sea presents a collection of poems that offers enduring
meditations on love, loss, beauty, and the sweep of time. 15,000 first printing.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: Make Magic! Do Good! Dallas Clayton, 2013-04-23 From
from an exciting new face in children’s literature, Dallas Clayton, comes a book of illustrated poems
full of wisdom, wonder, and whimsy. A boy with a beard tries to stay six forever. A frightful monster
lives a million miles away, but is equally scared of you. A magic rope hangs from the sky, next to a
sign saying Give me a try. In this brightly illustrated selection of playful, often provocative poems,
ideas run the gamut from stopping your lightning-fast running to help others keep up, imagining a
store that sells colors never before made, or admitting you’ll never know all the answers (and
sleeping better at night). Following the runaway success of his self-published debut, Dallas Clayton’s
quirky, captivating collection makes it clear that this rising talent, whose work has evoked
comparisons to Dr. Seuss, Maurice Sendak, and Shel Silverstein, exudes a spirit and style all his
own.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: The Poems of Phillis Wheatley Phillis Wheatley, 2012-03-15 At
the age of 19, Phillis Wheatley was the first black American poet to publish a book. Her elegies and
odes offer fascinating glimpses of the beginnings of African-American literary traditions. Includes a
selection from the Common Core State Standards Initiative.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: Noisy Poems for a Busy Day Robert Heidbreder, 2012-09-01
Chock-full of playful pocket-sized poems that capture adventures big and small in a child’s day, this
collection begs to be read aloud from sunup to sundown!
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: Peter S. Beagle’s The Last Unicorn Timothy S. Miller,
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: My Hippo Has the Hiccups Kenn Nesbitt, 2009-04-01 Kenn
Nesbitt's hilarious poetry is adored by kids. They just can't get enough of the great beats, wonderful
imagery, and good ol' belly laughs his poetry contains! With over a hundred poems included, most of
them new but some old favorites too, My Hippo Has the Hiccups is a laugh-out-loud good time. The
audio CD features lots of the great poem readings and zany humor that make Kenn one of the most
widely sought school speakers in the country. From angry vegetables to misbehaving robots to the
boy who is only half a werewolf, these are all officially poems Kenn totally made up: my robot does
my homework! | i bought a pet banana! | when vegetables are angry... Be sure to visit Kenn online at
the world's most popular poetry site for kids: poetry4kids.com
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: They Suck, They Bite, They Eat, They Kill Joni Richards
Bodart, 2012 Teen readers have always been fascinated by monsters, but lately it seems like every
other young adult (YA) book is about vampires, zombies, or werewolves. These works are
controversial, since they look at aspects of life and human nature that adults prefer to keep hidden
from teenagers. But this is also why they are so important: They provide a literal example of how
ignoring life's hazards won't make them go away and demonstrate that ignorance of danger puts one
at greater risk. In They Suck, They Bite, They Eat, They Kill: The Psychological Meaning of
Supernatural Monsters in Young Adult Fiction Joni Bodart examines six different



monsters--vampires, shapeshifters, zombies, unicorns, angels, and demons--in YA literature. Bodart
first discusses the meaning of these monsters in cultures all over the world. Subsequent chapters
explore their history and most important incarnations, comparing the same kind of creatures
featured in different titles. This volume also contains interviews with authors who provide additional
insight and information, and the bibliography includes a comprehensive list of titles featuring the
various monsters. Analyzing the most important and well-written series and titles for teens, They
Suck, They Bite, They Eat, They Kill will be useful for parents, teachers, and anyone else hoping to
understand why teens want to read books in this genre and what some of the benefits of reading
them might be.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: The Collected Poems of Audre Lorde Audre Lorde, 2000-02-17
A complete collection—over 300 poems—from one of this country's most influential poets. These are
poems which blaze and pulse on the page.—Adrienne Rich The first declaration of a black, lesbian
feminist identity took place in these poems, and set the terms—beautifully, forcefully—for
contemporary multicultural and pluralist debate.—Publishers Weekly This is an amazing collection of
poetry by . . . one of our best contemporary poets. . . . Her poems are powerful, often political,
always lyrical and profoundly moving.—Chuckanut Reader Magazine What a deep pleasure to
encounter Audre Lorde's most potent genius . . . you will welcome the sheer accessibility and the
force and beauty of this volume.—Out Magazine
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: Stuff Unicorns Love Jessie Oleson Moore, 2017-12-12 A
whimsical, humorous imagining of what unicorns really think and what they truly love--including
recipes for unicorn food, crafts, and the history of these mythical creatures. In Stuff Unicorns Love,
you'll get a guided tour of unicorns' most treasured things straight from a unicorn's mouth--from
food recipes and crafts to beauty tips and their favorite activities--
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: If I Weren't Me Hal Evans, 2017-10 If I weren't me / What else
would I be? It's a universal question that we all wrestle with, particularly as children. And it provides
creative fodder for poetry teacher hal evans, who brings the sensibilities of Ogden Nash and Shel
Silverstein, illuminated with zany mashups by illustrator Kevin Pope.Leading the reader through a
poetic menagerie in which our narrator tries on different guises, evans puns and brays and marches
his way through a language-arts funhouse, adopting stances ranging from droll to comical to
clever.As they engage in evans? infectiously zany wordplay, kids respond in kind, blissfully unaware
that they are absorbing poetic structure, form, and technique.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: The New Kid on the Block Jack Prelutsky, 1984-08-20 Open
this book to any page to begin your exploration. Here are poems about things that you may never
have thought about before. You'll be introduced to jellyfish stew, a bouncing mouse, a ridiculous
dog, and a boneless chicken. You'll learn why you shouldn't argue with a shark, eat a dinosaur, or
have an alligator for a pet. You'll meet the world's worst singer and the greatest video game player
in history. You'll even find an invitation to a dragon's birthday party....Your friends are invited too.
Over 100 hilarious poems about strange creatures and people--from jellyfish stew to a bouncing
mouse, and a boneless chicken. The illustrations bring the frivolity to a fever pitch.--School Library
Journal. Index.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: Hypnotize a Tiger Calef Brown, 2015-04-28 This is the first
longer-format, middle-grade collection from #1 New York Times-bestselling author-illustrator Calef
Brown. Moving away from the picture book format offers Calef the opportunity to tackle a variety of
themes and poetry styles as well as reach a slightly older audience. Hypnotize a Tiger is chock-full of
Calef's zany black-and-white artwork and features his wonderfully inventive characters and
worlds-from the completely nonviolent and silent Lou Gnome to Percival, the impetuous (and
none-too-sensible) lad who believes he is invincible, to Hugh Jarm (who has a huge arm, natch!). It's
a whimsical world: creative, fun, and inspiring!
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: Playboy's Silverstein Around the World Shel Silverstein,
2007-05-22 Displaying the wit and marvelous drawings that made Shel Silverstein one of the most
beloved artists of the century, Playboy's Silverstein Around the World collects and reproduces the



twenty-three travel pieces Silverstein created for Playboy between 1957 and 1968. While children
and adults alike know Shel Silverstein for his classic books The Giving Tree, A Light in the Attic, and
Where the Sidewalk Ends, they may be less aware that Silverstein also created a dazzling series of
illustrated comic travelogues published by Hugh M. Hefner in Playboy. Playboy's Silverstein Around
the World not only reproduces these fascinating articles in facsimile form, it also provides an
introduction with never-before-seen photos and drawings and rare, illuminating biographical detail.
Beginning in May 1957 with Return to Tokyo, the pieces reproduced in this book took Silverstein
from Scandinavia to Africa and the Middle East, from Paris and London to Moscow, ending in the
summer of 1968 with the two-part epic Silverstein Among the Hippies. This unique collection is a
legacy of the close relationship between Silverstein and Hefner, who saw the great potential of this
particular combination of artist and assignment, and the social revolution led by Playboy in the
1950s and 1960s. With its wry, ribald humor and beautifully produced color illustrations, this
tableau of the mid-twentieth-century world is sure to please and fascinate Silverstein's millions of
fans.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: Nowhere to Hide Jerome J. Schultz, 2011-06-24 A new
approach to help kids with ADHD and LD succeed in and outside the classroom This groundbreaking
book addresses the consequences of the unabated stress associated with Learning disabilities and
ADHD and the toxic, deleterious impact of this stress on kids' academic learning, social skills,
behavior, and efficient brain functioning. Schultz draws upon three decades of work as a
neuropsychologist, teacher educator, and school consultant to address this gap. This book can help
change the way parents and teachers think about why kids with LD and ADHD find school and
homework so toxic. It will also offer an abundant supply of practical, understandable strategies that
have been shown to reduce stress at school and at home. Offers a new way to look at why kids with
ADHD/LD struggle at school Provides effective strategies to reduce stress in kids with ADHD and LD
Includes helpful rating scales, checklists, and printable charts to use at school and home This
important resource is written by a faculty member of Harvard Medical School in the Department of
Psychiatry and former classroom teacher.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: The Missing Piece Meets the Big O Shel Silverstein,
1981-05-06 The missing piece sat alone waiting for someone to come along and take it somewhere....
The different ones it encounters - and what it discovers in its helplessness - are portrayed with
simplicity and compassion in the words and drawings of Shel Silverstein.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: Surprised by Laughter Terry Lindvall, 2012-01-17 Surprised by
Laughter looks at the career and writings of C. S. Lewis and discovers a man whose life and beliefs
were sustained by joy and humor. All of his life, C. S. Lewis possessed a spirit of individuality. An
atheist from childhood, he became a Christian as an adult and eventually knew international acclaim
as a respected theologian. He was known worldwide for his works of fiction, especially the
Chronicles of Narnia; and for his books on life and faith, including Mere Christianity, A Grief
Observed, and Surprised by Joy. But perhaps the most visible difference in his life was his abiding
sense of humor. It was through this humor that he often reached his readers and listeners, allowing
him to effectively touch so many lives. Terry Lindvall takes an in-depth look at Lewis's joyful
approach toward living, dividing his study of C. S. Lewis's wit into the four origins of laughter in
Uncle Screwtape's eleventh letter to a junior devil in Lewis's The Screwtape Letters: joy, fun, the
joke proper, and flippancy. Lindvall writes, One bright and compelling feature we can see, sparking
in his sunlight and dancing in his moonlight, is laughter. Yet it is not too large to see at once because
it inhabited all Lewis was and did. Surprised by Laughter reveals a Lewis who enjoyed the gift of
laughter, and who willingly shared that gift with others in order to spread his faith.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: Saltwater Joys Wayne Chaulk, 2012-08-20 Saltwater Joys is
perhaps one of the most popular and well-known songs to come out of Newfoundland and Labrador.
Written by Wayne Chaulk of Buddy Wasisname and the Other Fellers, the song is a celebration of the
simple pleasures of outport life. This beloved song is now available in book form, with Dawn Baker's
stunning illustrations capturing the joys of living in Newfoundland. From enjoying quiet mornings in



the cove, to admiring icebergs in the spring and brightly coloured leaves in the fall, to breathing in
the salty ocean smells and watching the sun set over the water, the words to the song come alive
within these pages. Complete with sheet music at the back, Saltwater Joys is as beautiful as the song
that inspired it.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: Silver Meadows Summer Emma Otheguy, 2020-05-19
Beautiful and wise, [this] is a gem of a book. --Adam Gidwitz, Newbery Honor-winning author of The
Inquisitor's Tale Just right for fans of Pam Muñoz Ryan, this story of moving out and moving on is a
touching portrayal of the experience of leaving one's home country and making new
friends--sometimes where least expected. Eleven-year-old Carolina's summer--and life as she knows
it--is upended when Papi loses his job and she and her family must move from Puerto Rico to her Tía
Cuca and Uncle Porter's house in upstate New York. Now Carolina must attend Silver Meadows
Camp, where her bossy older cousin Gabriela rules the social scene. Just as Carolina worries she'll
have to spend the entire summer in Gabriela's shadow, she makes a friend of her own in Jennifer, a
fellow artist. Carolina gets another welcome surprise when she stumbles upon a long-abandoned
cottage in the woods near the campsite and immediately sees its potential as a creative haven for
making art. There, with Jennifer, Carolina begins to reclaim the parts of the life she loved in Puerto
Rico and forgets about how her relationship with Mami has changed and how distant Papi has
become. But when the future of Silver Meadows and the cottage is thrown into jeopardy, Carolina
and--to everyone's surprise--Gabriela come up with a plan to save them. Will it work?
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: The Little White Horse Elizabeth Goudge, 2020-04-17 'The
Little White Horse was my favourite childhood book. I absolutely adored it. It had a cracking plot. It
was scary and romantic in parts and had a feisty heroine.' - JK Rowling - The Bookseller In 1842,
thirteen-year-old orphan Maria Merryweather travels to her family's ancestral home, Moonacre
Manor, to live with her uncle Sir Benjamin. She immediately feels right at home with her kind and
funny uncle and meets a wonderful set of new friends â�� but she quickly learns that beneath all this
beauty and comfort, a past feud haunts Moonacre Manor and itâ��s her destiny to right the wrongs
of her ancestors and restore the peace to Moonacre Valley. A beautifully written fantasy story filled
with magic, a Moon Princess, and a mysterious white horse. Little White Horse and the delightful
heroine, Maria Merryweather, are sure to be loved by all children.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: Studies in Words C. S. Lewis, 1990-09-13 C. S. Lewis explores
the fascination with language by taking a series of words and teasing out their connotations.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: The Lion and the Unicorn , 1987 A critical journal of children's
literature.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: The Wishing Tree Roseanne Thong, 2022-04-05 When Ming
and his grandmother visit the wishing tree on the Lunar New Year, his wishes always seem to come
true. But one year the tree does not help, and Ming alone must make peace with the loss of his
grandmother and the spirit of the tree. An enormous banyan tree with thick, leafy branches grew in
the center of a village near an ancient temple in a green valley with a gurgling stream. Every Lunar
New Year, Ming and his grandmother visit the Wishing Tree. Its branches are covered with wishes,
each written on red and yellow paper fluttering in the breeze, secured by the weight of an orange.
Grandmother warned Ming to wish carefully, and sure enough, his wishes always seemed to come
true. But one year when Ming makes the most important wish of his life, the tree lets him down. The
Wishing Tree is about the excitement of making wishes and waiting for them to come true. It is also
about the love between a boy and his grandmother, and the realization that sometimes, we already
possess the most important things in life.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: The Unicorn of Kilimanjaro Robert Vavra, 1988 Vavra runs his
spectacular photographic eye over East Africa in his continued search to understand the hold the
mysterious unicorn has on man's imagination. He is the author of the international bestseller
Unicorns I Have Known and the renowned photographer of Equus. Color.
  shel silverstein unicorn poem: I've Lost My Hippopotamus Jack Prelutsky, 2012-03-13
Some of the animals in this book are real. They include: the hippopotamus (she's missing) the



elephant (he's artistically talented) the octopus (it's great at multitasking). Others may not be quite
so real. These include: the wiguana (very hairy, for a lizard) the halibutterfly (there's something fishy
about it) the gludu (quite clingy). In the tradition of Jack Prelutsky's classic poetry collections The
New Kid on the Block, It's Raining Pigs & Noodles, and A Pizza the Size of the Sun, here is a book
packed with more than 100 funny poems and silly pictures. Most of the poems are about
animals—some are big and some are small, some have unusual interests, and some are just plain
unusual.
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