
spark notes their eyes were watching
god
spark notes their eyes were watching god is a highly searched phrase for readers and
students seeking a clear, concise analysis of Zora Neale Hurston’s renowned novel. This
article delivers an insightful overview of the novel’s plot, major themes, character
development, and literary significance, all optimized for those looking for comprehensive
spark notes their eyes were watching god content. Readers will discover detailed section
breakdowns covering everything from the novel’s historical context and key symbolism to
chapter summaries and critical interpretations. The article is designed to inform, guide,
and deepen understanding for anyone studying or exploring this classic work. Whether
you are preparing for an exam, writing an essay, or simply interested in Hurston’s
masterpiece, this guide provides all the essential information in a clear, organized format.
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Overview of Their Eyes Were Watching God
Zora Neale Hurston’s novel, Their Eyes Were Watching God, stands as a cornerstone of
African-American literature. Published in 1937, the novel explores the journey of Janie
Crawford, a Black woman in early twentieth-century Florida, as she seeks independence
and self-realization. Renowned for its rich language, vibrant characterization, and
exploration of gender and race, the novel is a staple in high school and collegiate
curricula. Spark notes their eyes were watching god content focuses on providing readers
with condensed analysis and interpretation, helping readers grasp complex themes and
literary techniques presented by Hurston.

The story unfolds through Janie’s recollections, detailing her experiences with three
marriages and her quest for identity. Hurston’s use of vernacular speech, symbolic motifs,
and poignant storytelling contribute to the novel’s lasting impact. This section provides
foundational knowledge necessary for deeper analysis in later sections.



Plot Summary and Chapter Breakdown

General Plot Overview
The novel opens with Janie returning to Eatonville after years away, prompting
townspeople to speculate about her life. Janie recounts her story to her friend Pheoby,
beginning with her childhood and tracing her journey through three marriages—to Logan
Killicks, Joe Starks, and Tea Cake. Each relationship teaches Janie about love, autonomy,
and self-worth.

Chapter-by-Chapter Highlights

Chapters 1-4: Janie’s early life, her grandmother’s expectations, and her first
marriage to Logan Killicks, which proves unfulfilling.

Chapters 5-9: Janie’s marriage to Joe Starks, her move to Eatonville, and her
growing discontent as Joe’s ambitions overshadow her voice.

Chapters 10-14: Janie’s relationship with Tea Cake, her happiness, and challenges
in the Everglades.

Chapters 15-20: The hurricane, Tea Cake’s illness, and Janie’s ultimate journey
toward self-acceptance.

Each chapter presents a pivotal moment in Janie’s development, highlighting key events
that shape her understanding of herself and her place in the world.

Major Themes in Their Eyes Were Watching God

Quest for Identity
A central theme in the novel is Janie’s search for identity. Throughout her life, Janie is
influenced by societal expectations, family pressures, and romantic relationships, yet she
strives to define herself on her own terms. Her journey is marked by moments of self-
discovery and assertion, making the quest for identity a driving force in the narrative.

Power and Voice
The struggle for personal power and the ability to speak one’s truth are recurring motifs.
Janie’s relationships often challenge her autonomy, particularly in her marriage to Joe
Starks, where her voice is suppressed. The process of reclaiming her voice is vital to
Janie’s transformation and independence.



Gender and Race
Hurston explores the intersection of gender and race, illustrating how societal norms
impact Janie’s experiences. The novel presents the limitations imposed on African-
American women in the early twentieth century, as well as Janie’s resilience in overcoming
these barriers.

Love and Relationships
Janie’s understanding of love evolves as she navigates different relationships. Each
marriage teaches her about compromise, freedom, and emotional fulfillment. The
portrayal of love in the novel is complex, reflecting both joy and hardship.

Nature and Spirituality
Nature imagery and spiritual motifs are woven throughout the novel. The hurricane scene,
in particular, symbolizes the unpredictability of life and the characters’ vulnerability
before forces greater than themselves.

Identity and self-realization1.

Power dynamics and voice2.

Gender roles and societal expectations3.

Race and community4.

Love, marriage, and relationships5.

Nature and spirituality6.

Character Analysis

Janie Crawford
As the protagonist, Janie Crawford’s journey is at the heart of the novel. Her evolution
from a young, idealistic girl to a self-aware woman is marked by resilience, introspection,
and a desire for authentic love. Janie’s character embodies the struggle for autonomy and
fulfillment in a restrictive society.

Logan Killicks
Janie’s first husband, Logan Killicks, represents security and stability but lacks emotional
connection. His pragmatic approach to marriage fails to satisfy Janie’s longing for passion
and partnership, leading to her eventual departure.



Joe Starks
Her second husband, Joe Starks, is ambitious and charismatic, seeking power and
prominence in Eatonville. While he provides Janie with a new life, his controlling nature
stifles her independence, prompting significant conflict and growth for Janie.

Tea Cake
Tea Cake, Janie’s third husband, offers her genuine companionship and joy. Their
relationship is marked by mutual respect and adventure, though it faces challenges from
societal prejudices and tragic events. Tea Cake’s character signifies freedom and the
possibility of true love.

Supporting Characters

Pheoby Watson: Janie’s confidante and the listener to her story.

Nanny: Janie’s grandmother, whose protective instincts shape Janie’s early life.

Mrs. Turner: A neighbor in the Everglades, notable for her views on race and class.

Each character plays a crucial role in Janie’s development and the broader themes of the
novel.

Symbolism and Literary Devices

The Pear Tree
The pear tree symbolizes Janie’s ideal vision of love and harmony. Early in the novel,
Janie’s experience under the pear tree shapes her understanding of relationships and sets
the standard for her romantic aspirations.

The Hurricane
The hurricane scene is a powerful symbol of nature’s uncontrollable force. It serves as a
metaphor for life's unpredictability and the limits of human agency, highlighting the
vulnerability of the characters in the face of overwhelming circumstances.

Hair as Independence
Janie’s hair is a recurring motif representing strength and autonomy. Her refusal to cover
her hair, despite societal pressure, is an act of self-assertion and symbolizes her rejection
of imposed limitations.



Dialect and Narrative Structure
Hurston’s use of Southern Black vernacular and a frame narrative enriches the
storytelling and grounds the novel in its cultural context. The narrative’s cyclical
structure, with Janie recounting her life, emphasizes themes of memory and personal
growth.

Historical Context and Literary Significance

Harlem Renaissance
Their Eyes Were Watching God was published during the Harlem Renaissance, a
flourishing period for African-American artists and writers. Hurston’s work stands out for
its focus on Black women’s experiences, rural settings, and folk traditions, contributing a
unique perspective to the era’s literary landscape.

Critical Reception
Initially met with mixed reviews, the novel has since gained recognition as a masterpiece
of American literature. Its exploration of race, gender, and identity resonates with
contemporary readers and scholars, ensuring its place in academic study and popular
culture.

Legacy
The novel’s enduring relevance is reflected in its frequent inclusion in educational
curricula and its influence on subsequent generations of writers. Hurston’s innovative
narrative style and thematic depth continue to inspire discussions on literature, culture,
and social justice.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the main message of Their Eyes Were
Watching God?
A: The main message centers on self-discovery and personal empowerment. Janie’s
journey illustrates the importance of pursuing one’s own identity and happiness despite
societal expectations.

Q: Who wrote Their Eyes Were Watching God?
A: Zora Neale Hurston, an influential author and anthropologist of the Harlem
Renaissance, wrote the novel.



Q: What are some major themes in Their Eyes Were
Watching God?
A: Major themes include identity, voice, gender roles, race, love, and the power of nature.

Q: Why is Janie’s hair significant in the novel?
A: Janie’s hair symbolizes her independence and resistance to societal constraints,
highlighting her desire for autonomy.

Q: How does Hurston use symbolism in Their Eyes Were
Watching God?
A: Hurston employs symbols like the pear tree, Janie’s hair, and the hurricane to represent
abstract ideas such as love, freedom, and the unpredictability of life.

Q: What role does the setting play in the novel?
A: The setting, including Eatonville and the Everglades, shapes the characters’
experiences and reflects broader themes of community and nature.

Q: How does Janie’s character evolve throughout the
story?
A: Janie evolves from a passive, compliant young woman to a self-assured individual who
values her own voice and choices.

Q: What is the significance of Janie’s marriages in the
novel?
A: Each marriage represents a stage in Janie’s search for identity and fulfillment, teaching
her important lessons about love and autonomy.

Q: Why is Their Eyes Were Watching God considered a
classic?
A: The novel’s rich language, deep exploration of universal themes, and cultural
significance have secured its status as a classic in American literature.

Q: How is nature portrayed in Their Eyes Were



Watching God?
A: Nature is portrayed as both nurturing and unpredictable, serving as a backdrop for
Janie’s emotional and spiritual growth.
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SparkNotes Their Eyes Were Watching God: A
Comprehensive Guide

Are you diving into Zora Neale Hurston's powerful novel, Their Eyes Were Watching God, but feeling
overwhelmed? Don't worry, you're not alone! This comprehensive guide provides a thorough
SparkNotes-style overview of Their Eyes Were Watching God, breaking down the plot, characters,
themes, and symbolism to help you understand and appreciate this literary masterpiece. We'll
explore Janie Crawford's journey of self-discovery, the complex relationships she forms, and the rich
cultural context of the novel. Get ready to unlock the secrets of Hurston's unforgettable story!

Understanding the Narrative Arc: Janie's Journey

Their Eyes Were Watching God follows the life of Janie Crawford, a young Black woman in early
20th-century Florida, as she searches for love, independence, and self-realization. The novel is not a
straightforward chronological account, but rather unfolds through Janie's recollections and
reflections, shared with her friend Pheoby. This narrative structure allows Hurston to explore Janie's
growth and understanding of herself over time.

#### Janie's Three Marriages: A Path to Self-Discovery

Janie's journey is largely defined by her three marriages, each representing a different stage in her
quest for fulfillment.

Logan Killicks: This first marriage represents a union based on security and social standing, rather
than love or personal fulfillment. Janie is young and inexperienced, and this relationship ultimately
leaves her feeling stifled and unappreciated.

Joe Starks: Joe, a charismatic and ambitious man, offers Janie a different kind of life in Eatonville, a
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thriving all-Black town. However, his domineering nature and desire for control ultimately suffocate
Janie's spirit and prevent her from expressing her individuality.

Tea Cake Woods: This relationship represents Janie's ultimate quest for genuine love and
companionship. Tea Cake, though flawed, treats Janie as an equal and encourages her
independence. Their relationship is characterized by mutual respect, passion, and a shared sense of
community.

Key Themes and Symbolism in Their Eyes Were Watching God

Hurston masterfully uses symbolism and recurring motifs to explore several profound themes:

#### 1. The Search for Identity and Self-Realization:

Janie's journey is a central exploration of self-discovery. Through her experiences, she learns to
define herself on her own terms, independent of societal expectations or the influence of men.

#### 2. The Power of Language and Storytelling:

The novel itself is a testament to the power of storytelling. Janie's narrative, shared with Pheoby,
allows her to process her experiences and understand her own identity. Hurston uses dialect and
vivid imagery to capture the richness of Black vernacular culture.

#### 3. The Importance of Community and Connection:

Eatonville serves as a vibrant symbol of Black community and self-reliance. However, Hurston also
explores the complexities and potential limitations of community life.

#### 4. Nature and its Metaphorical Significance:

Nature frequently serves as a powerful symbol in the novel, mirroring Janie's inner emotional
landscape. The changing seasons, the beauty and harshness of the natural world, reflect Janie's
emotional growth and challenges.

Understanding the Ending and its Interpretations

The novel's ending is often debated, with some interpreting Janie's final reflection as bittersweet and
others as a triumphant affirmation of self-discovery. Regardless of interpretation, the ending
underscores Janie's resilience and her ability to find peace and acceptance after a life of complex
experiences.



Beyond the Plot: Contextualizing Their Eyes Were Watching
God

To fully appreciate Their Eyes Were Watching God, it's crucial to understand the historical and
cultural context in which it was written. Hurston's novel offers a unique and powerful perspective on
the experiences of Black women in the early 20th century, challenging prevailing stereotypes and
celebrating the strength and resilience of the human spirit.

Conclusion

Their Eyes Were Watching God is more than just a love story; it's a profound exploration of identity,
self-discovery, and the complexities of human relationships. By understanding the narrative arc, key
themes, and symbolism, readers can gain a deeper appreciation for Hurston's literary masterpiece
and the enduring legacy of Janie Crawford's journey.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What is the main conflict in Their Eyes Were Watching God? The central conflict is Janie's internal
struggle for self-discovery and her external struggles to find fulfilling relationships that allow her to
express her individuality.

2. What is the significance of the title, Their Eyes Were Watching God? The title refers to the
community observing Janie's life, highlighting the societal pressures and expectations she faces, but
also suggesting a higher, spiritual perspective on her journey.

3. Is Their Eyes Were Watching God a feminist novel? While not explicitly labeled as such, the novel
certainly explores themes of female empowerment and challenges traditional gender roles, making it
resonate with feminist interpretations.

4. What are some important symbols in the novel? Key symbols include the pear tree (representing
Janie's youthful dreams), the horizon (symbolizing her aspirations), and the hurricane (representing
the destructive and transformative forces in her life).

5. How does the novel portray the complexities of race and gender in early 20th-century America?
The novel offers a nuanced portrayal of the intersection of race and gender, showing how these
factors shape Janie's experiences and opportunities within a specific historical and social context.

  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Their Eyes Were Watching God Zora Neale
Hurston, 1937
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: A Teacher's Guide to Their Eyes Were



Watching God Zora Neale Hurston, Amy Jurskis, 2014-06-24 A leading novel in the canon of African
American literature—this free teaching guide for Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale
Hurston is designed to help you put the new Common Core State Standards into practice. “A deeply
soulful novel that comprehends love and cruelty, and separates the big people from the small of
heart, without ever losing sympathy for those unfortunates who don’t know how to live
properly.”—Zadie Smith One of the most important and enduring books of the twentieth century,
Their Eyes Were Watching God brings to life a Southern love story with the wit and pathos found
only in the writing of Zora Neale Hurston. Out of print for almost thirty years—due largely to initial
audiences’ rejection of its strong black female protagonist—Hurston’s classic has since its 1978
reissue become perhaps the most widely read and highly acclaimed novel in the canon of African
American literature.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Love Medicine Louise Erdrich, 2010-08-15 The
first of Louise Erdrich’s polysymphonic novels set in North Dakota – a fictional landscape that, in
Erdrich’s hands, has become iconic – Love Medicine is the story of three generations of Ojibwe
families. Set against the tumultuous politics of the reservation,the lives of the Kashpaws and the
Lamartines are a testament to the endurance of a people and the sorrows of history.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: How It Feels to be Colored Me Zora Neale
Hurston, 2024-01-01 The acclaimed author of Their Eyes Were Watching God relates her
experiences as an African American woman in early-twentieth-century America. In this
autobiographical essay, author Zora Neale Hurston recounts episodes from her childhood in
different communities in Florida: Eatonville and Jacksonville. She reflects on what those experiences
showed her about race, identity, and feeling different. “How It Feels to Be Colored Me” was
originally published in 1928 in the magazine The World Tomorrow.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Gods of the Upper Air Charles King, 2020-07-14
2020 Anisfield-Wolf Book Award Winner Finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award From an
award-winning historian comes a dazzling history of the birth of cultural anthropology and the
adventurous scientists who pioneered it—a sweeping chronicle of discovery and the fascinating
origin story of our multicultural world. A century ago, everyone knew that people were fated by their
race, sex, and nationality to be more or less intelligent, nurturing, or warlike. But Columbia
University professor Franz Boas looked at the data and decided everyone was wrong. Racial
categories, he insisted, were biological fictions. Cultures did not come in neat packages labeled
primitive or advanced. What counted as a family, a good meal, or even common sense was a product
of history and circumstance, not of nature. In Gods of the Upper Air, a masterful narrative history of
radical ideas and passionate lives, Charles King shows how these intuitions led to a fundamental
reimagining of human diversity. Boas's students were some of the century's most colorful figures
and unsung visionaries: Margaret Mead, the outspoken field researcher whose Coming of Age in
Samoa is among the most widely read works of social science of all time; Ruth Benedict, the great
love of Mead's life, whose research shaped post-Second World War Japan; Ella Deloria, the Dakota
Sioux activist who preserved the traditions of Native Americans on the Great Plains; and Zora Neale
Hurston, whose studies under Boas fed directly into her now classic novel, Their Eyes Were
Watching God. Together, they mapped civilizations from the American South to the South Pacific
and from Caribbean islands to Manhattan's city streets, and unearthed an essential fact buried by
centuries of prejudice: that humanity is an undivided whole. Their revolutionary findings would go
on to inspire the fluid conceptions of identity we know today. Rich in drama, conflict, friendship, and
love, Gods of the Upper Air is a brilliant and groundbreaking history of American progress and the
opening of the modern mind.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Jan's Story Barry Rex Petersen, 2010 CBS News
correspondent Barry Petersen tells the tender story of his wife's battle with Early Onset Alzheimer's.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Mules and Men Zora Neale Hurston, 2009-10-13
Zora Neale Hurston brings us Black America’s folklore as only she can, putting the oral history on
the written page with grace and understanding. This new edition of Mules and Men features a new



cover and a P.S. section which includes insights, interviews, and more. For the student of cultural
history, Mules and Men is a treasury of Black America’s folklore as collected by Zora Neale Hurston,
the storyteller and anthropologist who grew up hearing the songs and sermons, sayings and tall
tales that have formed and oral history of the South since the time of slavery. Set intimately within
the social context of Black life, the stories, “big old lies,” songs, voodoo customs, and superstitions
recorded in these pages capture the imagination and bring back to life the humor and wisdom that is
the unique heritage of Black Americans.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: The Poet X Elizabeth Acevedo, 2018-03-06
Winner of the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature, the Michael L. Printz Award, and
the Pura Belpré Award! Fans of Jacqueline Woodson, Meg Medina, and Jason Reynolds will fall hard
for this astonishing New York Times-bestselling novel-in-verse by an award-winning slam poet, about
an Afro-Latina heroine who tells her story with blazing words and powerful truth. Xiomara Batista
feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body grew into curves,
she has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking. But Xiomara has plenty she wants
to say, and she pours all her frustration and passion onto the pages of a leather notebook, reciting
the words to herself like prayers—especially after she catches feelings for a boy in her bio class
named Aman, who her family can never know about. With Mami’s determination to force her
daughter to obey the laws of the church, Xiomara understands that her thoughts are best kept to
herself. So when she is invited to join her school’s slam poetry club, she doesn’t know how she could
ever attend without her mami finding out. But she still can’t stop thinking about performing her
poems. Because in the face of a world that may not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to be silent.
“Crackles with energy and snaps with authenticity and voice.” —Justina Ireland, author of Dread
Nation “An incredibly potent debut.” —Jason Reynolds, author of the National Book Award Finalist
Ghost “Acevedo has amplified the voices of girls en el barrio who are equal parts goddess, saint,
warrior, and hero.” —Ibi Zoboi, author of American Street This young adult novel, a selection of the
Schomburg Center's Black Liberation Reading List, is an excellent choice for accelerated tween
readers in grades 6 to 8. Plus don't miss Elizabeth Acevedo's With the Fire on High and Clap When
You Land!
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: The Catcher in the Rye J. D. Salinger,
2024-06-28 The Catcher in the Rye,&quot; written by J.D. Salinger and published in 1951, is a
classic American novel that explores the themes of adolescence, alienation, and identity through the
eyes of its protagonist, Holden Caulfield. The novel is set in the 1950s and follows Holden, a
16-year-old who has just been expelled from his prep school, Pencey Prep. Disillusioned with the
world around him, Holden decides to leave Pencey early and spend a few days alone in New York
City before returning home. Over the course of these days, Holden interacts with various people,
including old friends, a former teacher, and strangers, all the while grappling with his feelings of
loneliness and dissatisfaction. Holden is deeply troubled by the &quot;phoniness&quot; of the adult
world and is haunted by the death of his younger brother, Allie, which has left a lasting impact on
him. He fantasizes about being &quot;the catcher in the rye,&quot; a guardian who saves children
from losing their innocence by catching them before they fall off a cliff into adulthooda. The novel
ends with Holden in a mental institution, where he is being treated for a nervous breakdown. He
expresses some hope for the future, indicating a possible path to recovery..
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Blood Meridian Cormac McCarthy, 2010-08-11
25th ANNIVERSARY EDITION • From the bestselling author of The Passenger and the Pulitzer
Prize–winning novel The Road: an epic novel of the violence and depravity that attended America's
westward expansion, brilliantly subverting the conventions of the Western novel and the mythology
of the Wild West. Based on historical events that took place on the Texas-Mexico border in the
1850s, Blood Meridian traces the fortunes of the Kid, a fourteen-year-old Tennesseean who stumbles
into the nightmarish world where Indians are being murdered and the market for their scalps is
thriving. Look for Cormac McCarthy's latest bestselling novels, The Passenger and Stella Maris.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Dawn Elie Wiesel, 2006-03-21 Elie Wiesel's Dawn



is an eloquent meditation on the compromises, justifications, and sacrifices that human beings make
when they murder other human beings. The author . . . has built knowledge into artistic fiction.
—The New York Times Book Review Elisha is a young Jewish man, a Holocaust survivor, and an
Israeli freedom fighter in British-controlled Palestine; John Dawson is the captured English officer he
will murder at dawn in retribution for the British execution of a fellow freedom fighter. The
night-long wait for morning and death provides Dawn, Elie Wiesel's ever more timely novel, with its
harrowingly taut, hour-by-hour narrative. Caught between the manifold horrors of the past and the
troubling dilemmas of the present, Elisha wrestles with guilt, ghosts, and ultimately God as he waits
for the appointed hour and his act of assassination. The basis for the 2014 film of the same name,
now available on streaming and home video.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: We Yevgeny Zamyatin, 2023-03-06 We is a
dystopian novel written by Russian writer Yevgeny Zamyatin. Originally drafted in Russian, the book
could be published only abroad. It was translated into English in 1924. Even as the book won a wide
readership overseas, the author's satiric depiction led to his banishment under Joseph Stalin's
regime in the then USSR. The book's depiction of life under a totalitarian state influenced the other
novels of the 20th century. Like Aldous Huxley's Brave New World and George Orwell's Nineteen
Eighty-four, We describes a future socialist society that has turned out to be not perfect but
inhuman. Orwell claimed that Brave New World must be partly derived from We, but Huxley denied
this. The novel is set in the future. D-503, a spacecraft engineer, lives in the One State which assists
mass surveillance. Here life is scientifically managed. There is no way of referring to people except
by their given numbers. The society is run strictly by reason as the primary justification for the
construct of the society. By way of formulae and equations outlined by the One State, the individual's
behaviour is based on logic.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: The Signifying Monkey Henry Louis Gates (Jr.),
2014 A groundbaking work of enduring influence. The Signifying Monkey illuminates the
relationship between the African and African American vernacular traditions and literature.
Examining the ancient poetry and myths found in African, Latin American, and Caribbean culture,
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., uncovers a unique system for interpretation and a powerful vernacular
tradition that black slaves brought with them to the New World. This superb twenty-fifth-anniversary
edition features a new preface and introduction by Gates that reflect on the book's genesis and its
continuing relevance for today's culture, as well as a new afterword written by the noted critic W.J.T.
Mitchell. --Book Jacket.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Barracoon Zora Neale Hurston, 2018-05-08 One
of the New York Times' Most Memorable Literary Moments of the Last 25 Years! • New York Times
Bestseller • TIME Magazine’s Best Nonfiction Book of 2018 • New York Public Library’s Best Book
of 2018 • NPR’s Book Concierge Best Book of 2018 • Economist Book of the Year • SELF.com’s Best
Books of 2018 • Audible’s Best of the Year • BookRiot’s Best Audio Books of 2018 • The Atlantic’s
Books Briefing: History, Reconsidered • Atlanta Journal Constitution, Best Southern Books 2018 •
The Christian Science Monitor’s Best Books 2018 • “A profound impact on Hurston’s literary
legacy.”—New York Times “One of the greatest writers of our time.”—Toni Morrison “Zora Neale
Hurston’s genius has once again produced a Maestrapiece.”—Alice Walker A major literary event: a
newly published work from the author of the American classic Their Eyes Were Watching God, with
a foreword from Pulitzer Prize-winning author Alice Walker, brilliantly illuminates the horror and
injustices of slavery as it tells the true story of one of the last-known survivors of the Atlantic slave
trade—abducted from Africa on the last Black Cargo ship to arrive in the United States. In 1927,
Zora Neale Hurston went to Plateau, Alabama, just outside Mobile, to interview eighty-six-year-old
Cudjo Lewis. Of the millions of men, women, and children transported from Africa to America as
slaves, Cudjo was then the only person alive to tell the story of this integral part of the nation’s
history. Hurston was there to record Cudjo’s firsthand account of the raid that led to his capture and
bondage fifty years after the Atlantic slave trade was outlawed in the United States. In 1931,
Hurston returned to Plateau, the African-centric community three miles from Mobile founded by



Cudjo and other former slaves from his ship. Spending more than three months there, she talked in
depth with Cudjo about the details of his life. During those weeks, the young writer and the elderly
formerly enslaved man ate peaches and watermelon that grew in the backyard and talked about
Cudjo’s past—memories from his childhood in Africa, the horrors of being captured and held in a
barracoon for selection by American slavers, the harrowing experience of the Middle Passage
packed with more than 100 other souls aboard the Clotilda, and the years he spent in slavery until
the end of the Civil War. Based on those interviews, featuring Cudjo’s unique vernacular, and
written from Hurston’s perspective with the compassion and singular style that have made her one
of the preeminent American authors of the twentieth-century, Barracoon masterfully illustrates the
tragedy of slavery and of one life forever defined by it. Offering insight into the pernicious legacy
that continues to haunt us all, black and white, this poignant and powerful work is an invaluable
contribution to our shared history and culture.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: The Way of Kings Brandon Sanderson,
2014-03-04 A new epic fantasy series from the New York Times bestselling author chosen to
complete Robert Jordan's The Wheel of Time® Series
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Rhythm of War Brandon Sanderson, 2020-11-17
An instant #1 New York Times Bestseller and a USA Today and Indie Bestseller! The Stormlight
Archive saga continues in Rhythm of War, the eagerly awaited sequel to Brandon Sanderson's #1
New York Times bestselling Oathbringer, from an epic fantasy writer at the top of his game. After
forming a coalition of human resistance against the enemy invasion, Dalinar Kholin and his Knights
Radiant have spent a year fighting a protracted, brutal war. Neither side has gained an advantage,
and the threat of a betrayal by Dalinar’s crafty ally Taravangian looms over every strategic move.
Now, as new technological discoveries by Navani Kholin’s scholars begin to change the face of the
war, the enemy prepares a bold and dangerous operation. The arms race that follows will challenge
the very core of the Radiant ideals, and potentially reveal the secrets of the ancient tower that was
once the heart of their strength. At the same time that Kaladin Stormblessed must come to grips
with his changing role within the Knights Radiant, his Windrunners face their own problem: As more
and more deadly enemy Fused awaken to wage war, no more honorspren are willing to bond with
humans to increase the number of Radiants. Adolin and Shallan must lead the coalition’s envoy to
the honorspren stronghold of Lasting Integrity and either convince the spren to join the cause
against the evil god Odium, or personally face the storm of failure. Other Tor books by Brandon
Sanderson The Cosmere The Stormlight Archive ● The Way of Kings ● Words of Radiance ●
Edgedancer (novella) ● Oathbringer ● Dawnshard (novella) ● Rhythm of War The Mistborn Saga
The Original Trilogy ● Mistborn ● The Well of Ascension ● The Hero of Ages Wax and Wayne ● The
Alloy of Law ● Shadows of Self ● The Bands of Mourning ● The Lost Metal Other Cosmere novels ●
Elantris ● Warbreaker ● Tress of the Emerald Sea ● Yumi and the Nightmare Painter ● The Sunlit
Man Collection ● Arcanum Unbounded: The Cosmere Collection The Alcatraz vs. the Evil Librarians
series ● Alcatraz vs. the Evil Librarians ● The Scrivener's Bones ● The Knights of Crystallia ● The
Shattered Lens ● The Dark Talent ● Bastille vs. the Evil Librarians (with Janci Patterson) Other
novels ● The Rithmatist ● Legion: The Many Lives of Stephen Leeds ● The Frugal Wizard’s
Handbook for Surviving Medieval England Other books by Brandon Sanderson The Reckoners ●
Steelheart ● Firefight ● Calamity Skyward ● Skyward ● Starsight ● Cytonic ● Skyward Flight
(with Janci Patterson) ● Defiant At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital
Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Discipline Equals Freedom Jocko Willink,
2020-10-13 In this expanded edition of the 2017 mega-bestseller, updated with brand new sections
like DO WHAT MAKES YOU HAPPY, SUGAR COATED LIES and DON'T NEGOTIATE WITH
WEAKNESS, readers will discover new ways to become stronger, smarter, and healthier. Jocko
Willink's methods for success were born in the SEAL Teams, where he spent most of his adult life,
enlisting after high school and rising through the ranks to become the commander of the most highly
decorated special operations unit of the war in Iraq. In Discipline Equals Freedom, the #1 New York



Times bestselling coauthor of Extreme Ownership describes how he lives that mantra: the mental
and physical disciplines he imposes on himself in order to achieve freedom in all aspects of life.
Many books offer advice on how to overcome obstacles and reach your goals--but that advice often
misses the most critical ingredient: discipline. Without discipline, there will be no real progress.
Discipline Equals Freedom covers it all, including strategies and tactics for conquering weakness,
procrastination, and fear, and specific physical training presented in workouts for beginner,
intermediate, and advanced athletes, and even the best sleep habits and food intake recommended
to optimize performance. FIND YOUR WILL, FIND YOUR DISCIPLINE--AND YOU WILL FIND YOUR
FREEDOM
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Words of Radiance Brandon Sanderson,
2014-03-04 From #1 New York Times bestselling author Brandon Sanderson, Words of Radiance,
Book Two of the Stormlight Archive, continues the immersive fantasy epic that The Way of Kings
began. Expected by his enemies to die the miserable death of a military slave, Kaladin survived to be
given command of the royal bodyguards, a controversial first for a low-status darkeyes. Now he must
protect the king and Dalinar from every common peril as well as the distinctly uncommon threat of
the Assassin, all while secretly struggling to master remarkable new powers that are somehow
linked to his honorspren, Syl. The Assassin, Szeth, is active again, murdering rulers all over the
world of Roshar, using his baffling powers to thwart every bodyguard and elude all pursuers. Among
his prime targets is Highprince Dalinar, widely considered the power behind the Alethi throne. His
leading role in the war would seem reason enough, but the Assassin's master has much deeper
motives. Brilliant but troubled Shallan strives along a parallel path. Despite being broken in ways
she refuses to acknowledge, she bears a terrible burden: to somehow prevent the return of the
legendary Voidbringers and the civilization-ending Desolation that will follow. The secrets she needs
can be found at the Shattered Plains, but just arriving there proves more difficult than she could
have imagined. Meanwhile, at the heart of the Shattered Plains, the Parshendi are making an
epochal decision. Hard pressed by years of Alethi attacks, their numbers ever shrinking, they are
convinced by their war leader, Eshonai, to risk everything on a desperate gamble with the very
supernatural forces they once fled. The possible consequences for Parshendi and humans alike,
indeed, for Roshar itself, are as dangerous as they are incalculable. Other Tor books by Brandon
Sanderson The Cosmere The Stormlight Archive ● The Way of Kings ● Words of Radiance ●
Edgedancer (novella) ● Oathbringer ● Dawnshard (novella) ● Rhythm of War The Mistborn Saga
The Original Trilogy ● Mistborn ● The Well of Ascension ● The Hero of Ages Wax and Wayne ● The
Alloy of Law ● Shadows of Self ● The Bands of Mourning ● The Lost Metal Other Cosmere novels ●
Elantris ● Warbreaker ● Tress of the Emerald Sea ● Yumi and the Nightmare Painter ● The Sunlit
Man Collection ● Arcanum Unbounded: The Cosmere Collection The Alcatraz vs. the Evil Librarians
series ● Alcatraz vs. the Evil Librarians ● The Scrivener's Bones ● The Knights of Crystallia ● The
Shattered Lens ● The Dark Talent ● Bastille vs. the Evil Librarians (with Janci Patterson) Other
novels ● The Rithmatist ● Legion: The Many Lives of Stephen Leeds ● The Frugal Wizard’s
Handbook for Surviving Medieval England Other books by Brandon Sanderson The Reckoners ●
Steelheart ● Firefight ● Calamity Skyward ● Skyward ● Starsight ● Cytonic ● Skyward Flight
(with Janci Patterson) ● Defiant At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital
Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Rachel Saint Janet Benge, Geoff Benge, 2005 A
biography of Rachel Saint, a missionary who worked among the Auca Indians of Ecuador after
members of that tribe murdered her brother and four other missionaries.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Sudden Sea R. A. Scotti, 2008-12-02 The massive
destruction wreaked by the Hurricane of 1938 dwarfed that of the Chicago Fire, the San Francisco
Earthquake, and the Mississippi floods of 1927, making the storm the worst natural disaster in U.S.
history. Now, R.A. Scotti tells the story.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: The Road Cormac McCarthy, 2007 In a novel set
in an indefinite, futuristic, post-apocalyptic world, a father and his young son make their way



through the ruins of a devastated American landscape, struggling to survive and preserve the last
remnants of their own humanity
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: The Invention of Wings Sue Monk Kidd,
2014-01-07 The newest Oprah’s Book Club 2.0 selection: this special eBook edition of The Invention
of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd features exclusive content, including Oprah’s personal notes highlighted
within the text, and a reading group guide. Writing at the height of her narrative and imaginative
gifts, Sue Monk Kidd presents a masterpiece of hope, daring, the quest for freedom, and the desire
to have a voice in the world. Hetty “Handful” Grimke, an urban slave in early nineteenth century
Charleston, yearns for life beyond the suffocating walls that enclose her within the wealthy Grimke
household. The Grimke’s daughter, Sarah, has known from an early age she is meant to do
something large in the world, but she is hemmed in by the limits imposed on women. Kidd’s
sweeping novel is set in motion on Sarah’s eleventh birthday, when she is given ownership of ten
year old Handful, who is to be her handmaid. We follow their remarkable journeys over the next
thirty five years, as both strive for a life of their own, dramatically shaping each other’s destinies and
forming a complex relationship marked by guilt, defiance, estrangement and the uneasy ways of
love. As the stories build to a riveting climax, Handful will endure loss and sorrow, finding courage
and a sense of self in the process. Sarah will experience crushed hopes, betrayal, unrequited love,
and ostracism before leaving Charleston to find her place alongside her fearless younger sister,
Angelina, as one of the early pioneers in the abolition and women’s rights movements. Inspired by
the historical figure of Sarah Grimke, Kidd goes beyond the record to flesh out the rich interior lives
of all of her characters, both real and invented, including Handful’s cunning mother, Charlotte, who
courts danger in her search for something better. This exquisitely written novel is a triumph of
storytelling that looks with unswerving eyes at a devastating wound in American history, through
women whose struggles for liberation, empowerment, and expression will leave no reader unmoved.
Please note there is another digital edition available without Oprah’s notes. Go to
Oprah.com/bookclub for more OBC 2.0 content
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: The God of Small Things Arundhati Roy,
2011-07-27 The beloved debut novel about an affluent Indian family forever changed by one fateful
day in 1969, from the author of The Ministry of Utmost Happiness NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
• MAN BOOKER PRIZE WINNER Compared favorably to the works of Faulkner and Dickens,
Arundhati Roy’s modern classic is equal parts powerful family saga, forbidden love story, and
piercing political drama. The seven-year-old twins Estha and Rahel see their world shaken
irrevocably by the arrival of their beautiful young cousin, Sophie. It is an event that will lead to an
illicit liaison and tragedies accidental and intentional, exposing “big things [that] lurk unsaid” in a
country drifting dangerously toward unrest. Lush, lyrical, and unnerving, The God of Small Things is
an award-winning landmark that started for its author an esteemed career of fiction and political
commentary that continues unabated.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Flight Sherman Alexie, 2013-10-15 From the
National Book Award–winning author of The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, the tale of
a troubled boy’s trip through history. Half Native American and half Irish, fifteen-year-old “Zits” has
spent much of his short life alternately abused and ignored as an orphan and ward of the foster care
system. Ever since his mother died, he’s felt alienated from everyone, but, thanks to the alcoholic
father whom he’s never met, especially disconnected from other Indians. After he runs away from
his latest foster home, he makes a new friend. Handsome, charismatic, and eloquent, Justice soon
persuades Zits to unleash his pain and anger on the uncaring world. But picking up a gun leads Zits
on an unexpected time-traveling journey through several violent moments in American history,
experiencing life as an FBI agent during the civil rights movement, a mute Indian boy during the
Battle of Little Bighorn, a nineteenth-century Indian tracker, and a modern-day airplane pilot. When
Zits finally returns to his own body, “he begins to understand what it means to be the hero, the
villain and the victim. . . . Mr. Alexie succeeds yet again with his ability to pierce to the heart of
matters, leaving this reader with tears in her eyes” (The New York Times Book Review). Sherman



Alexie’s acclaimed novels have turned a spotlight on the unique experiences of modern-day Native
Americans, and here, the New York Times–bestselling author of The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight
in Heaven and The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian takes a bold new turn, combining
magical realism with his singular humor and insight. This ebook features an illustrated biography of
Sherman Alexie including rare photos from the author’s personal collection.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous Ocean
Vuong, 2021-06-01 The instant New York Times Bestseller • Nominated for the 2019 National Book
Award for Fiction “A lyrical work of self-discovery that’s shockingly intimate and insistently
universal…Not so much briefly gorgeous as permanently stunning.” —Ron Charles, The Washington
Post Ocean Vuong’s debut novel is a shattering portrait of a family, a first love, and the redemptive
power of storytelling On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous is a letter from a son to a mother who cannot
read. Written when the speaker, Little Dog, is in his late twenties, the letter unearths a family’s
history that began before he was born — a history whose epicenter is rooted in Vietnam — and
serves as a doorway into parts of his life his mother has never known, all of it leading to an
unforgettable revelation. At once a witness to the fraught yet undeniable love between a single
mother and her son, it is also a brutally honest exploration of race, class, and masculinity. Asking
questions central to our American moment, immersed as we are in addiction, violence, and trauma,
but undergirded by compassion and tenderness, On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous is as much about
the power of telling one’s own story as it is about the obliterating silence of not being heard. With
stunning urgency and grace, Ocean Vuong writes of people caught between disparate worlds, and
asks how we heal and rescue one another without forsaking who we are. The question of how to
survive, and how to make of it a kind of joy, powers the most important debut novel of many years.
Named a Best Book of the Year by: GQ, Kirkus Reviews, Booklist, Library Journal, TIME, Esquire,
The Washington Post, Apple, Good Housekeeping, The New Yorker, The New York Public Library,
Elle.com, The Guardian, The A.V. Club, NPR, Lithub, Entertainment Weekly, Vogue.com, The San
Francisco Chronicle, Mother Jones, Vanity Fair, The Wall Street Journal Magazine and more!
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Cemetery Boys Aiden Thomas, 2020-09-01 A
trans boy determined to prove his gender to his traditional Latinx family summons a ghost who
refuses to leave in Aiden Thomas's New York Times-bestselling paranormal YA debut Cemetery Boys,
described by Entertainment Weekly as groundbreaking. Yadriel has summoned a ghost, and now he
can't get rid of him. When his traditional Latinx family has problems accepting his true gender,
Yadriel becomes determined to prove himself a real brujo. With the help of his cousin and best friend
Maritza, he performs the ritual himself, and then sets out to find the ghost of his murdered cousin
and set it free. However, the ghost he summons is actually Julian Diaz, the school's resident bad boy,
and Julian is not about to go quietly into death. He's determined to find out what happened and tie
off some loose ends before he leaves. Left with no choice, Yadriel agrees to help Julian, so that they
can both get what they want. But the longer Yadriel spends with Julian, the less he wants to let him
leave. Praise for Cemetery Boys: Longlisted for the National Book Award The novel perfectly
balances the vibrant, energetic Latinx culture while delving into heavy topics like LGBTQ+
acceptance, deportation, colonization, and racism within authoritative establishments.
—TeenVogue.com This stunning debut novel from Thomas is detailed, heart-rending, and immensely
romantic. I was bawling by the end of it, but not from sadness: I just felt so incredibly happy that
this queer Latinx adventure will get to be read by other kids. Cemetery Boys is necessary: for trans
kids, for queer kids, for those in the Latinx community who need to see themselves on the page.
Don’t miss this book. —Mark Oshiro, author of Anger is a Gift
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: The Hero of Ages Brandon Sanderson, 2009-04-28
Fantasy roman.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Mama Terry McMillan, 1992 The explosive novel
that introduced #1 New York Times bestselling author Terry McMillan-now in a new trade edition.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Redefining Realness Janet Mock, 2014-02-04
New York Times Bestseller • Winner of the 2015 WOMEN'S WAY Book Prize • Goodreads Best of



2014 Semi-Finalist • Books for a Better Life Award Finalist • Lambda Literary Award Finalist • Time
Magazine “30 Most Influential People on the Internet” • American Library Association Stonewall
Honor Book In her profound and courageous New York Times bestseller, Janet Mock establishes
herself as a resounding and inspirational voice for the transgender community—and anyone fighting
to define themselves on their own terms. With unflinching honesty and moving prose, Janet Mock
relays her experiences of growing up young, multiracial, poor, and trans in America, offering readers
accessible language while imparting vital insight about the unique challenges and vulnerabilities of a
marginalized and misunderstood population. Though undoubtedly an account of one woman’s quest
for self at all costs, Redefining Realness is a powerful vision of possibility and self-realization,
pushing us all toward greater acceptance of one another—and of ourselves—showing as never
before how to be unapologetic and real.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: The Devil's Arithmetic Jane Yolen, 1990-10-01
A triumphantly moving book. —Kirkus Reviews, starred review Hannah dreads going to her family's
Passover Seder—she's tired of hearing her relatives talk about the past. But when she opens the
front door to symbolically welcome the prophet Elijah, she's transported to a Polish village in the
year 1942. Why is she there, and who is this Chaya that everyone seems to think she is? Just as she
begins to unravel the mystery, Nazi soldiers come to take everyone in the village away. And only
Hannah knows the unspeakable horrors that await. A critically acclaimed novel from
multi-award-winning author Jane Yolen. [Yolen] adds much to understanding the effects of the
Holocaust, which will reverberate throughout history, today and tomorrow. —SLJ, starred review
Readers will come away with a sense of tragic history that both disturbs and compels. —Booklist
Winner of the National Jewish Book Award An American Bookseller Pick of the Lists
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Nineteen eighty-four George Orwell, 2022-11-22
This is a dystopian social science fiction novel and morality tale. The novel is set in the year 1984, a
fictional future in which most of the world has been destroyed by unending war, constant
government monitoring, historical revisionism, and propaganda. The totalitarian superstate Oceania,
ruled by the Party and known as Airstrip One, now includes Great Britain as a province. The Party
uses the Thought Police to repress individuality and critical thought. Big Brother, the tyrannical
ruler of Oceania, enjoys a strong personality cult that was created by the party's overzealous
brainwashing methods. Winston Smith, the main character, is a hard-working and skilled member of
the Ministry of Truth's Outer Party who secretly despises the Party and harbors rebellious fantasies.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: The Daily Spark SparkNotes, Sparknotes Editors,
2004-07 The Daily Spark series gives classroom teachers a dynamic way of delivering stimulating
and effective exercises to get students motivated at the start of class. Each book in the series
features 180 exercises, one for each day of the school year. These small, handy books are brightly
designed for quick and easy reproduction. Each Daily Spark prompt is uniquely tailored for subject
matter; while one may present a short problem, another may pose a provocative question or ask
students to write a brief poem or journal entry.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: The Rime of the Ancient Mariner Samuel
Taylor Coleridge, 1900
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Shatter Me Tahereh Mafi, 2011-11-15 The
gripping first installment in New York Times bestselling author Tahereh Mafi’s Shatter Me series.
One touch is all it takes. One touch, and Juliette Ferrars can leave a fully grown man gasping for air.
One touch, and she can kill. No one knows why Juliette has such incredible power. It feels like a
curse, a burden that one person alone could never bear. But The Reestablishment sees it as a gift,
sees her as an opportunity. An opportunity for a deadly weapon. Juliette has never fought for herself
before. But when she’s reunited with the one person who ever cared about her, she finds a strength
she never knew she had. And don’t miss Defy Me, the shocking fifth book in the Shatter Me series!
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien,
2009-10-13 A classic work of American literature that has not stopped changing minds and lives
since it burst onto the literary scene, The Things They Carried is a ground-breaking meditation on



war, memory, imagination, and the redemptive power of storytelling. The Things They Carried
depicts the men of Alpha Company: Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders,
Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and the character Tim O’Brien, who has survived his tour in Vietnam to
become a father and writer at the age of forty-three. Taught everywhere—from high school
classrooms to graduate seminars in creative writing—it has become required reading for any
American and continues to challenge readers in their perceptions of fact and fiction, war and peace,
courage and fear and longing. The Things They Carried won France's prestigious Prix du Meilleur
Livre Etranger and the Chicago Tribune Heartland Prize; it was also a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize
and the National Book Critics Circle Award.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: By the Waters of Babylon Stephen Vincent Benet,
2015-08-24 The north and the west and the south are good hunting ground, but it is forbidden to go
east. It is forbidden to go to any of the Dead Places except to search for metal and then he who
touches the metal must be a priest or the son of a priest. Afterwards, both the man and the metal
must be purified. These are the rules and the laws; they are well made. It is forbidden to cross the
great river and look upon the place that was the Place of the Gods-this is most strictly forbidden. We
do not even say its name though we know its name. It is there that spirits live, and demons-it is there
that there are the ashes of the Great Burning. These things are forbidden- they have been forbidden
since the beginning of time.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Fahrenheit 451 Ray Bradbury, 1968 A fireman in
charge of burning books meets a revolutionary school teacher who dares to read. Depicts a future
world in which all printed reading material is burned.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: SONNY S BLUES James Baldwin, George Kirby,
1970
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: One Dark Window Rachel Gillig, 2022-09-27
THE FANTASY BOOKTOK SENSATION! For fans of Uprooted and For the Wolf comes a dark, lushly
gothic fantasy about a maiden who must unleash the monster within to save her kingdom—but the
monster in her head isn't the only threat lurking. Elspeth needs a monster. The monster might be
her. Elspeth Spindle needs more than luck to stay safe in the eerie, mist-locked kingdom she calls
home—she needs a monster. She calls him the Nightmare, an ancient, mercurial spirit trapped in her
head. He protects her. He keeps her secrets. But nothing comes for free, especially magic. When
Elspeth meets a mysterious highwayman on the forest road, her life takes a drastic turn. Thrust into
a world of shadow and deception, she joins a dangerous quest to cure the kingdom of the dark magic
infecting it. Except the highwayman just so happens to be the King’s own nephew, Captain of the
Destriers…and guilty of high treason. He and Elspeth have until Solstice to gather twelve Providence
Cards—the keys to the cure. But as the stakes heighten and their undeniable attraction intensifies,
Elspeth is forced to face her darkest secret yet: the Nightmare is slowly, darkly, taking over her
mind. And she might not be able to stop him.
  spark notes their eyes were watching god: Loaded marquis de Sade, 1991-07-04 The 120
Days of Sodom is the Marquis de Sade's masterpiece. A still unsurpassed catalogue of sexual
perversions and the first systematic exploration of the psychopathology of sex, it was written during
Sade's lengthy imprisonment for sexual deviancy and blasphemy and then lost after the storming of
the Bastille during the French Revolution in 1789. Later rediscovered, the manuscript remained
unpublished until 1936 and is now introduced by Simone de Beauvoir's landmark essay, 'Must We
Burn Sade?' Unique in its enduring capacity to shock and provoke, The 120 Days of Sodom must
stand as one of the most controversial books ever written, and a fine example of the Libertine novel,
a genre inspired by eroticism and anti-establishmentarianism, that effectively ended with the French
Revolution.
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