
sparknotes long way gone
sparknotes long way gone is a valuable resource for students, educators, and readers seeking a
comprehensive understanding of Ishmael Beah’s powerful memoir, "A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a
Boy Soldier." This article provides an in-depth summary and analysis of the book’s plot, key themes,
characters, and literary devices. Readers will learn how the SparkNotes guide dissects Beah’s
journey from childhood innocence to the harsh realities of war in Sierra Leone, offering insights into
the author’s message and the memoir’s historical context. Whether you are preparing for a test,
writing an essay, or simply want to deepen your appreciation of Beah’s work, this guide explores
everything you need to know about "A Long Way Gone" with clarity and detail. The article also
highlights how SparkNotes can enhance your reading experience, making complex concepts
accessible and providing helpful study tools. Continue reading to discover a thorough breakdown of
the memoir, its enduring impact, and practical ways to engage with its content.
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Overview of "A Long Way Gone" and SparkNotes
Approach

"A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier" by Ishmael Beah is a gripping account of a young
boy’s experience during the civil war in Sierra Leone. SparkNotes offers a structured and accessible
approach to understanding this memoir, breaking down its complex narrative and supporting
readers with clear summaries, analyses, and study aids. The SparkNotes guide to "A Long Way
Gone" focuses on the memoir’s main events, character arcs, and thematic developments, while
providing context and interpretation for key passages. By using SparkNotes, readers can clarify
difficult concepts, identify important quotes, and prepare for classroom discussions or exams
efficiently. The resource is designed for both quick reference and deeper exploration, making it
invaluable for anyone engaging with Beah’s story.



Detailed Plot Summary

SparkNotes delivers a chapter-by-chapter summary of "A Long Way Gone," highlighting Ishmael
Beah’s transformation from a carefree boy to a traumatized child soldier, and eventually to a
survivor seeking healing. The memoir begins with Beah’s peaceful childhood in his village, disrupted
by the outbreak of civil war. Forced to flee violence, Beah and his friends wander through forests
and towns, facing starvation, danger, and loss. Eventually, Beah is recruited by government forces
and trained as a soldier, enduring psychological manipulation and exposure to brutality.

The plot follows Beah’s internal struggle as he adapts to his new reality, performs acts of violence,
and copes with deep emotional scars. Through the intervention of UNICEF, Beah is removed from
combat and placed in a rehabilitation center, where he must confront his trauma and rediscover his
humanity. The memoir concludes with Beah’s journey to safety and his efforts to share his story with
the world, emphasizing resilience and hope amid tragedy.

Childhood innocence and family life

Outbreak of civil war and separation from family

Survival in the wilderness

Recruitment and transformation into a soldier

Exposure to violence and psychological manipulation

Rescue and rehabilitation

Journey towards healing and advocacy

Analysis of Major Themes

Loss of Innocence

The loss of innocence is central to Beah’s memoir. SparkNotes explores how the protagonist’s
childhood is abruptly shattered by war, forcing him to confront horrors beyond his years. The guide
analyzes how Beah’s narrative illustrates the profound impact of violence on his psyche and personal
growth.

Effects of War and Violence

SparkNotes examines the devastating effects of war, focusing on how violence permeates every
aspect of Beah’s life. The analysis considers both immediate and long-term consequences, including
trauma, loss, and the challenge of reintegration into society.



Resilience and Redemption

Beah’s journey is marked by resilience and the search for redemption. SparkNotes highlights
moments where hope emerges, such as Beah’s relationship with supportive adults and his
determination to heal. The guide discusses the memoir’s message about the possibility of recovery
and forgiveness.

Identity and Memory

The theme of identity is explored through Beah’s struggle to reconcile his past actions with his sense
of self. SparkNotes analyzes how memory shapes the narrative, as Beah reflects on his experiences
and endeavors to reclaim his humanity.

Character Profiles and Development

Ishmael Beah

As the memoir’s protagonist and narrator, Ishmael Beah undergoes significant transformation.
SparkNotes traces his development from a carefree child to a hardened soldier, and finally to a
survivor seeking peace. His journey is a testament to human endurance and the complexities of
trauma.

Supporting Characters

Junior Beah: Ishmael’s older brother, whose fate remains uncertain but represents a lost
connection to innocence.

Alhaji and Friends: Companions who share Beah’s ordeal, each coping with trauma in
different ways.

Lieutenant Jabati: Military leader who influences Beah’s transformation into a soldier.

Esther: Nurse at the rehabilitation center, playing a key role in Beah’s recovery.

SparkNotes profiles each character, outlining their significance to Beah’s journey and the broader
narrative.



Literary Devices and Techniques

Imagery and Symbolism

Beah’s memoir is rich with imagery and symbolism, which SparkNotes analyzes to reveal deeper
meanings. The guide highlights how descriptions of nature, violence, and music serve as symbols for
innocence, loss, and hope.

Nonlinear Narrative

The memoir employs a nonlinear structure, moving between past and present. SparkNotes explains
how this technique enhances emotional impact and reflects the fragmented nature of memory.

First-Person Perspective

Written in the first person, "A Long Way Gone" offers an intimate view of Beah’s thoughts and
feelings. SparkNotes discusses how this perspective fosters empathy and authenticity, making the
story more compelling.

Historical and Cultural Context

Civil War in Sierra Leone

SparkNotes provides background on the civil war in Sierra Leone, explaining its origins, major
conflicts, and impact on civilians. The guide connects these events to Beah’s experiences, helping
readers understand the broader context of the memoir.

Child Soldiers and Human Rights

The phenomenon of child soldiers is a major focus. SparkNotes discusses the global implications of
Beah’s story, shedding light on human rights issues, rehabilitation efforts, and advocacy for affected
children.

Why Use SparkNotes for "A Long Way Gone"



Clarity and Accessibility

SparkNotes excels at making complex narratives accessible. The guide breaks down key events,
characters, and themes, allowing readers to grasp the memoir’s message quickly and effectively.

Study Tools and Preparation

SparkNotes offers valuable study tools, including summaries, analyses, quizzes, and essay prompts.
These resources support students in preparing for exams, writing essays, and participating in class
discussions.

Enhanced Understanding

By using SparkNotes, readers gain a deeper understanding of "A Long Way Gone." The guide
encourages critical thinking, making connections between historical events, literary techniques, and
personal experiences.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the main message of "A Long Way Gone"?
A: The main message centers on the devastating impact of war on children, the loss of innocence,
and the possibility of healing and redemption. Ishmael Beah’s story highlights resilience and the
need for global awareness about child soldiers.

Q: How does SparkNotes help with understanding "A Long
Way Gone"?
A: SparkNotes provides clear summaries, thematic analyses, character profiles, and study tools,
allowing readers to grasp important aspects of the memoir and prepare for academic assignments.

Q: Who are the key characters in "A Long Way Gone"?
A: Key characters include Ishmael Beah, his brother Junior, Lieutenant Jabati, Esther, and several
friends who accompany him throughout his journey.

Q: What are some major themes in the memoir?
A: Major themes include the loss of innocence, effects of war and violence, resilience, redemption,
identity, and memory.



Q: Why is the historical context important in "A Long Way
Gone"?
A: Understanding the Sierra Leone civil war and the issue of child soldiers provides essential
background for interpreting Beah’s experiences and the memoir’s significance.

Q: What literary devices are used in "A Long Way Gone"?
A: The memoir uses imagery, symbolism, nonlinear narrative structure, and a first-person
perspective to enhance its emotional impact and storytelling.

Q: How does Ishmael Beah change throughout the memoir?
A: Beah transforms from a naive child to a traumatized soldier and finally to a survivor who seeks
healing and shares his story to advocate for others.

Q: What role does Esther play in the memoir?
A: Esther is a nurse at the rehabilitation center who helps Ishmael begin his emotional recovery,
symbolizing hope and compassion.

Q: What makes SparkNotes a useful study aid for "A Long Way
Gone"?
A: SparkNotes simplifies complex concepts, provides organized summaries, and offers practical
study tools, making it easier for readers to understand and analyze the memoir.

Q: How does "A Long Way Gone" address the issue of child
soldiers?
A: The memoir provides a firsthand account of recruitment, manipulation, and rehabilitation, raising
awareness about the psychological and social challenges faced by child soldiers globally.

Sparknotes Long Way Gone
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SparkNotes Long Way Gone: A Comprehensive Guide to
Ishmael Beah's Memoir

Are you grappling with Ishmael Beah's harrowing yet compelling memoir, A Long Way Gone?
Feeling overwhelmed by the emotional weight and intricate details? You're not alone. This
comprehensive guide serves as your ultimate SparkNotes Long Way Gone resource, offering
insightful summaries, character analyses, thematic explorations, and key takeaways to help you fully
understand and appreciate this impactful story. Forget struggling through dense chapters – we'll
break down everything you need to know, making your journey through A Long Way Gone
significantly easier and more enriching.

Understanding the Narrative Structure of A Long Way
Gone

Ishmael Beah's memoir isn't a straightforward chronological account. It strategically blends
flashbacks and reflections with the present narrative, creating a powerful emotional resonance.
Understanding this structure is crucial for grasping the full impact of his experiences.

The Early Years and the Civil War's Onslaught:

Beah's narrative begins with his relatively idyllic childhood in Sierra Leone, abruptly shattered by
the eruption of civil war. This initial section establishes his family, friends, and the innocence he
loses as the conflict engulfs his life. The rapid descent into violence and the horrific experiences he
witnesses are vividly portrayed, setting the stage for the rest of the memoir.

Child Soldier Life: A Descent into Darkness:

This section forms the heart of the book. It details Beah's forced recruitment as a child soldier, his
indoctrination, and the brutal realities of war. The descriptions of violence, drug use, and the
dehumanization of both combatants and civilians are profoundly disturbing but necessary to
understanding the profound psychological impact of war on young people.

The Journey to Rehabilitation:

This section marks a crucial turning point in Beah's life. It recounts his rescue, his rehabilitation,



and his arduous journey towards healing. The challenges he faces – from PTSD to struggling to
reconnect with a world he no longer recognizes – are realistically and poignantly depicted.

Healing and Reflection:

The final section of the memoir reflects Beah's continuing journey toward reconciliation and
understanding. He wrestles with the lasting effects of trauma, explores his identity, and grapples
with the moral complexities of his experiences. This section emphasizes the enduring power of
resilience and the possibility of healing, even after unimaginable suffering.

Key Characters in A Long Way Gone

Understanding the key characters is paramount to understanding the themes and emotional arc of
the memoir.

Ishmael Beah: The Protagonist

Beah's narrative is profoundly personal, offering intimate access to his internal struggles and
evolving perspectives. He is not merely a victim but a survivor, demonstrating remarkable resilience
and determination to rebuild his life.

Junior and Others: The Impact of Friendship

Beah's relationships with Junior and other child soldiers highlight the complex bonds forged in
extreme circumstances. These friendships offer both solace and further complications in his journey.

Family and Community: Lost and Found

The loss of Beah's family and community underscores the devastating consequences of war and the
struggle to reconnect with a sense of belonging.



Exploring the Major Themes of A Long Way Gone

A Long Way Gone explores several powerful and interconnected themes:

The Impact of War on Children:

This is arguably the most significant theme. Beah's narrative starkly reveals the devastating
psychological and physical toll of war on children, forcing readers to confront the horrific realities of
child soldiers.

Trauma and Healing:

The memoir is a testament to the enduring power of human resilience. Beah's journey toward
healing is a central focus, highlighting the complexities of trauma and the possibility of recovery.

Identity and Belonging:

The loss of identity and the struggle to find a sense of belonging are explored throughout the
narrative, mirroring the experiences of many displaced and traumatized individuals.

The Power of Memory and Storytelling:

Beah's act of writing and sharing his story is itself an act of healing and resistance, emphasizing the
importance of memory and storytelling in confronting and overcoming trauma.

Why You Should Read A Long Way Gone

A Long Way Gone is more than just a memoir; it's a powerful testament to the human spirit's
capacity for resilience, the devastating consequences of war, and the importance of remembering
and understanding the experiences of those affected by conflict. Its impact is lasting and deeply
moving.



Conclusion

A Long Way Gone offers a profound and unforgettable journey into the heart of war's devastation.
This guide has aimed to provide a comprehensive overview, aiding your understanding and
appreciation of this vital memoir. By understanding the narrative structure, key characters, and
major themes, you'll be better equipped to grapple with the emotional depth and lasting impact of
Ishmael Beah's story.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Is A Long Way Gone a true story? Yes, A Long Way Gone is a memoir based on Ishmael Beah's
real-life experiences as a child soldier in Sierra Leone.

2. What age group is A Long Way Gone appropriate for? Due to its mature themes of violence,
trauma, and drug use, A Long Way Gone is generally recommended for mature young adults and
adults.

3. What are the major criticisms of A Long Way Gone? Some critics have questioned the level of
detail in certain sections, while others have focused on the potential for exploitation of trauma
narratives. However, the book's overall impact and contribution to understanding child soldiers
remain highly valued.

4. How does A Long Way Gone compare to other memoirs about war? While many war memoirs
exist, A Long Way Gone stands out due to its unique perspective as a child soldier, offering an
intimate and deeply personal account of war's effects on young people.

5. Where can I find more information about Ishmael Beah's work and activism? You can find more
information on his website and through various online resources dedicated to his activism against
child soldier recruitment and his ongoing work promoting peace and education.

  sparknotes long way gone: A Long Way Gone Ishmael Beah, 2007-02-13 My new friends have
begun to suspect I haven’t told them the full story of my life. “Why did you leave Sierra Leone?”
“Because there is a war.” “You mean, you saw people running around with guns and shooting each
other?” “Yes, all the time.” “Cool.” I smile a little. “You should tell us about it sometime.” “Yes,
sometime.” This is how wars are fought now: by children, hopped-up on drugs and wielding AK-47s.
Children have become soldiers of choice. In the more than fifty conflicts going on worldwide, it is
estimated that there are some 300,000 child soldiers. Ishmael Beah used to be one of them. What is
war like through the eyes of a child soldier? How does one become a killer? How does one stop?
Child soldiers have been profiled by journalists, and novelists have struggled to imagine their lives.
But until now, there has not been a first-person account from someone who came through this hell
and survived. In A Long Way Gone, Beah, now twenty-five years old, tells a riveting story: how at the
age of twelve, he fled attacking rebels and wandered a land rendered unrecognizable by violence. By
thirteen, he’d been picked up by the government army, and Beah, at heart a gentle boy, found that
he was capable of truly terrible acts. This is a rare and mesmerizing account, told with real literary



force and heartbreaking honesty.
  sparknotes long way gone: Long Way Gone Charles Martin, 2016 A radical retelling of the
story of the prodigal son takes the reader from tent revivals to the Ryman Auditorium to the tender
relationship between a broken man and the father who never stopped calling him home--
  sparknotes long way gone: A Long Walk to Water Linda Sue Park, 2010 When the Sudanese
civil war reaches his village in 1985, 11-year-old Salva becomes separated from his family and must
walk with other Dinka tribe members through southern Sudan, Ethiopia and Kenya in search of safe
haven. Based on the life of Salva Dut, who, after emigrating to America in 1996, began a project to
dig water wells in Sudan. By a Newbery Medal-winning author.
  sparknotes long way gone: Into the Wild Jon Krakauer, 2009-09-22 NATIONAL BESTSELLER
• In April 1992 a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to Alaska and walked alone into the
wilderness north of Mt. McKinley. Four months later, his decomposed body was found by a moose
hunter. This is the unforgettable story of how Christopher Johnson McCandless came to die. It may
be nonfiction, but Into the Wild is a mystery of the highest order. —Entertainment Weekly
McCandess had given $25,000 in savings to charity, abandoned his car and most of his possessions,
burned all the cash in his wallet, and invented a new life for himself. Not long after, he was dead.
Into the Wild is the mesmerizing, heartbreaking tale of an enigmatic young man who goes missing in
the wild and whose story captured the world’s attention. Immediately after graduating from college
in 1991, McCandless had roamed through the West and Southwest on a vision quest like those made
by his heroes Jack London and John Muir. In the Mojave Desert he abandoned his car, stripped it of
its license plates, and burned all of his cash. He would give himself a new name, Alexander
Supertramp, and, unencumbered by money and belongings, he would be free to wallow in the raw,
unfiltered experiences that nature presented. Craving a blank spot on the map, McCandless simply
threw the maps away. Leaving behind his desperate parents and sister, he vanished into the wild.
Jon Krakauer constructs a clarifying prism through which he reassembles the disquieting facts of
McCandless's short life. Admitting an interest that borders on obsession, he searches for the clues to
the drives and desires that propelled McCandless. When McCandless's innocent mistakes turn out to
be irreversible and fatal, he becomes the stuff of tabloid headlines and is dismissed for his naiveté,
pretensions, and hubris. He is said to have had a death wish but wanting to die is a very different
thing from being compelled to look over the edge. Krakauer brings McCandless's uncompromising
pilgrimage out of the shadows, and the peril, adversity, and renunciation sought by this enigmatic
young man are illuminated with a rare understanding—and not an ounce of sentimentality. Into the
Wild is a tour de force. The power and luminosity of Jon Krakauer's stoytelling blaze through every
page.
  sparknotes long way gone: The Old Man and the Sea Ernest Hemingway, 2022-08-01
DigiCat Publishing presents to you this special edition of The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest
Hemingway. DigiCat Publishing considers every written word to be a legacy of humankind. Every
DigiCat book has been carefully reproduced for republishing in a new modern format. The books are
available in print, as well as ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat this work with the acknowledgment
and passion it deserves as a classic of world literature.
  sparknotes long way gone: The Distance Between Us Reyna Grande, 2012-08-28 In this
inspirational and unflinchingly honest memoir, acclaimed author Reyna Grande describes her
childhood torn between the United States and Mexico, and shines a light on the experiences, fears,
and hopes of those who choose to make the harrowing journey across the border. Reyna Grande
vividly brings to life her tumultuous early years in this “compelling...unvarnished, resonant”
(BookPage) story of a childhood spent torn between two parents and two countries. As her parents
make the dangerous trek across the Mexican border to “El Otro Lado” (The Other Side) in pursuit of
the American dream, Reyna and her siblings are forced into the already overburdened household of
their stern grandmother. When their mother at last returns, Reyna prepares for her own journey to
“El Otro Lado” to live with the man who has haunted her imagination for years, her long-absent
father. Funny, heartbreaking, and lyrical, The Distance Between Us poignantly captures the



confusion and contradictions of childhood, reminding us that the joys and sorrows we experience are
imprinted on the heart forever, calling out to us of those places we first called home. Also available
in Spanish as La distancia entre nosotros.
  sparknotes long way gone: Esperanza Rising (Scholastic Gold) Pam Muñoz Ryan,
2012-10-01 A modern classic for our time and for all time-this beloved, award-winning bestseller
resonates with fresh meaning for each new generation. Perfect for fans of Kate DiCamillo,
Christopher Paul Curtis, and Rita Williams-Garcia. Pura Belpre Award Winner * Readers will be
swept up. -Publishers Weekly, starred review Esperanza thought she'd always live a privileged life
on her family's ranch in Mexico. She'd always have fancy dresses, a beautiful home filled with
servants, and Mama, Papa, and Abuelita to care for her. But a sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and
Mama to flee to California and settle in a Mexican farm labor camp. Esperanza isn't ready for the
hard work, financial struggles brought on by the Great Depression, or lack of acceptance she now
faces. When Mama gets sick and a strike for better working conditions threatens to uproot their new
life, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her difficult circumstances--because Mama's life, and
her own, depend on it.
  sparknotes long way gone: Things Fall Apart Chinua Achebe, 1994-09-01 “A true classic of
world literature . . . A masterpiece that has inspired generations of writers in Nigeria, across Africa,
and around the world.” —Barack Obama “African literature is incomplete and unthinkable without
the works of Chinua Achebe.” —Toni Morrison Nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels by
PBS’s The Great American Read Things Fall Apart is the first of three novels in Chinua Achebe's
critically acclaimed African Trilogy. It is a classic narrative about Africa's cataclysmic encounter
with Europe as it establishes a colonial presence on the continent. Told through the fictional
experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and fearless Igbo warrior of Umuofia in the late 1800s, Things
Fall Apart explores one man's futile resistance to the devaluing of his Igbo traditions by British
political andreligious forces and his despair as his community capitulates to the powerful new order.
With more than 20 million copies sold and translated into fifty-seven languages, Things Fall Apart
provides one of the most illuminating and permanent monuments to African experience. Achebe does
not only capture life in a pre-colonial African village, he conveys the tragedy of the loss of that world
while broadening our understanding of our contemporary realities.
  sparknotes long way gone: Educated Tara Westover, 2018-02-20 #1 NEW YORK TIMES,
WALL STREET JOURNAL, AND BOSTON GLOBE BESTSELLER • One of the most acclaimed books
of our time: an unforgettable memoir about a young woman who, kept out of school, leaves her
survivalist family and goes on to earn a PhD from Cambridge University “Extraordinary . . . an act of
courage and self-invention.”—The New York Times NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR BY THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW • ONE OF PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA’S
FAVORITE BOOKS OF THE YEAR • BILL GATES’S HOLIDAY READING LIST • FINALIST: National
Book Critics Circle’s Award In Autobiography and John Leonard Prize For Best First Book •
PEN/Jean Stein Book Award • Los Angeles Times Book Prize Born to survivalists in the mountains of
Idaho, Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom. Her family was so
isolated from mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the children received an
education, and no one to intervene when one of Tara’s older brothers became violent. When another
brother got himself into college, Tara decided to try a new kind of life. Her quest for knowledge
transformed her, taking her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge
University. Only then would she wonder if she’d traveled too far, if there was still a way home.
“Beautiful and propulsive . . . Despite the singularity of [Westover’s] childhood, the questions her
book poses are universal: How much of ourselves should we give to those we love? And how much
must we betray them to grow up?”—Vogue NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
The Washington Post • O: The Oprah Magazine • Time • NPR • Good Morning America • San
Francisco Chronicle • The Guardian • The Economist • Financial Times • Newsday • New York Post
• theSkimm • Refinery29 • Bloomberg • Self • Real Simple • Town & Country • Bustle • Paste •
Publishers Weekly • Library Journal • LibraryReads • Book Riot • Pamela Paul, KQED • New York



Public Library
  sparknotes long way gone: Long Way Down Jason Reynolds, 2017-10-24 “An intense
snapshot of the chain reaction caused by pulling a trigger.” —Booklist (starred review)
“Astonishing.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “A tour de force.” —Publishers Weekly (starred
review) A Newbery Honor Book A Coretta Scott King Honor Book A Printz Honor Book A Time Best
YA Book of All Time (2021) A Los Angeles Times Book Prize Winner for Young Adult Literature
Longlisted for the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature Winner of the Walter Dean
Myers Award An Edgar Award Winner for Best Young Adult Fiction Parents’ Choice Gold Award
Winner An Entertainment Weekly Best YA Book of 2017 A Vulture Best YA Book of 2017 A Buzzfeed
Best YA Book of 2017 An ode to Put the Damn Guns Down, this is New York Times bestselling author
Jason Reynolds’s electrifying novel that takes place in sixty potent seconds—the time it takes a kid to
decide whether or not he’s going to murder the guy who killed his brother. A cannon. A strap. A
piece. A biscuit. A burner. A heater. A chopper. A gat. A hammer A tool for RULE Or, you can call it a
gun. That’s what fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the back waistband of his jeans. See, his brother
Shawn was just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No crying. No snitching. Revenge. That’s where
Will’s now heading, with that gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, the gun that was his
brother’s gun. He gets on the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s after. Or does he?
As the elevator stops on the sixth floor, on comes Buck. Buck, Will finds out, is who gave Shawn the
gun before Will took the gun. Buck tells Will to check that the gun is even loaded. And that’s when
Will sees that one bullet is missing. And the only one who could have fired Shawn’s gun was Shawn.
Huh. Will didn’t know that Shawn had ever actually USED his gun. Bigger huh. BUCK IS DEAD. But
Buck’s in the elevator? Just as Will’s trying to think this through, the door to the next floor opens. A
teenage girl gets on, waves away the smoke from Dead Buck’s cigarette. Will doesn’t know her, but
she knew him. Knew. When they were eight. And stray bullets had cut through the playground, and
Will had tried to cover her, but she was hit anyway, and so what she wants to know, on that fifth
floor elevator stop, is, what if Will, Will with the gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans,
MISSES. And so it goes, the whole long way down, as the elevator stops on each floor, and at each
stop someone connected to his brother gets on to give Will a piece to a bigger story than the one he
thinks he knows. A story that might never know an END…if Will gets off that elevator. Told in short,
fierce staccato narrative verse, Long Way Down is a fast and furious, dazzlingly brilliant look at
teenage gun violence, as could only be told by Jason Reynolds.
  sparknotes long way gone: The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien, 2009-10-13 A classic work
of American literature that has not stopped changing minds and lives since it burst onto the literary
scene, The Things They Carried is a ground-breaking meditation on war, memory, imagination, and
the redemptive power of storytelling. The Things They Carried depicts the men of Alpha Company:
Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and the
character Tim O’Brien, who has survived his tour in Vietnam to become a father and writer at the
age of forty-three. Taught everywhere—from high school classrooms to graduate seminars in
creative writing—it has become required reading for any American and continues to challenge
readers in their perceptions of fact and fiction, war and peace, courage and fear and longing. The
Things They Carried won France's prestigious Prix du Meilleur Livre Etranger and the Chicago
Tribune Heartland Prize; it was also a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics
Circle Award.
  sparknotes long way gone: We Were Liars E. Lockhart, 2014-05-13 #1 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • A modern, sophisticated suspense novel from National Book Award finalist, and
Printz Award honoree E. Lockhart. Don't miss the #1 New York Times bestselling prequel, Family of
Liars. A beautiful and distinguished family. A private island. A brilliant, damaged girl; a passionate,
political boy. A group of four friends—the Liars—whose friendship turns destructive. A revolution. An
accident. A secret. Lies upon lies. True love. The truth. Read it. And if anyone asks you how it ends,
just LIE. Thrilling, beautiful, and blisteringly smart, We Were Liars is utterly unforgettable. —John
Green, #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Fault in Our Stars



  sparknotes long way gone: Radiance of Tomorrow Ishmael Beah, 2014-01-07 A haunting,
beautiful first novel by the bestselling author of A Long Way Gone. Named one of the Christian
Science Monitor's best fiction books of the year. When Ishmael Beah's A Long Way Gone was
published in 2007, it soared to the top of bestseller lists, becoming an instant classic: a harrowing
account of Sierra Leone's civil war and the fate of child soldiers that everyone in the world should
read (The Washington Post). Now Beah, whom Dave Eggers has called arguably the most read
African writer in contemporary literature, has returned with his first novel, an affecting, tender
parable about postwar life in Sierra Leone. At the center of Radiance of Tomorrow are Benjamin and
Bockarie, two longtime friends who return to their hometown, Imperi, after the civil war. The village
is in ruins, the ground covered in bones. As more villagers begin to come back, Benjamin and
Bockarie try to forge a new community by taking up their former posts as teachers, but they're beset
by obstacles: a scarcity of food; a rash of murders, thievery, rape, and retaliation; and the
depredations of a foreign mining company intent on sullying the town's water supply and blocking its
paths with electric wires. As Benjamin and Bockarie search for a way to restore order, they're forced
to reckon with the uncertainty of their past and future alike. With the gentle lyricism of a dream and
the moral clarity of a fable, Radiance of Tomorrow is a powerful novel about preserving what means
the most to us, even in uncertain times.
  sparknotes long way gone: A Farewell to Arms Ernest Hemingway, 2025-01-01T00:00:00Z
''A Farewell to Arms'' is Hemingway's classic set during the Italian campaign of World War I. The
book, published in 1929, is a first-person account of American Frederic Henry, serving as a
Lieutenant (Tenente) in the ambulance corps of the Italian Army. It's about a love affair between the
expatriate American Henry and Catherine Barkley against the backdrop of the First World War,
cynical soldiers, fighting and the displacement of populations. The publication of ''A Farewell to
Arms'' cemented Hemingway's stature as a modern American writer, became his first best-seller,
and is described by biographer Michael Reynolds as the premier American war novel from that
debacle World War I.
  sparknotes long way gone: All the Light We Cannot See Anthony Doerr, 2014-05-06 *NOW A
NETFLIX LIMITED SERIES—from producer and director Shawn Levy (Stranger Things) starring
Mark Ruffalo, Hugh Laurie, and newcomer Aria Mia Loberti* Winner of the Pulitzer Prize and
National Book Award finalist, the beloved instant New York Times bestseller and New York Times
Book Review Top 10 Book about a blind French girl and a German boy whose paths collide in
occupied France as both try to survive the devastation of World War II. Marie-Laure lives with her
father in Paris near the Museum of Natural History where he works as the master of its thousands of
locks. When she is six, Marie-Laure goes blind and her father builds a perfect miniature of their
neighborhood so she can memorize it by touch and navigate her way home. When she is twelve, the
Nazis occupy Paris, and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where
Marie-Laure’s reclusive great uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might
be the museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel. In a mining town in Germany, the orphan
Werner grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find. Werner becomes an
expert at building and fixing these crucial new instruments, a talent that wins him a place at a brutal
academy for Hitler Youth, then a special assignment to track the Resistance. More and more aware
of the human cost of his intelligence, Werner travels through the heart of the war and, finally, into
Saint-Malo, where his story and Marie-Laure’s converge. Doerr’s “stunning sense of physical detail
and gorgeous metaphors” (San Francisco Chronicle) are dazzling. Deftly interweaving the lives of
Marie-Laure and Werner, he illuminates the ways, against all odds, people try to be good to one
another. Ten years in the writing, All the Light We Cannot See is a magnificent, deeply moving novel
from a writer “whose sentences never fail to thrill” (Los Angeles Times).
  sparknotes long way gone: The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind William Kamkwamba, Bryan
Mealer, 2015-02-05 Now a Netflix film starring and directed by Chiwetel Ejiofor, this is a gripping
memoir of survival and perseverance about the heroic young inventor who brought electricity to his
Malawian village. When a terrible drought struck William Kamkwamba's tiny village in Malawi, his



family lost all of the season's crops, leaving them with nothing to eat and nothing to sell. William
began to explore science books in his village library, looking for a solution. There, he came up with
the idea that would change his family's life forever: he could build a windmill. Made out of scrap
metal and old bicycle parts, William's windmill brought electricity to his home and helped his family
pump the water they needed to farm the land. Retold for a younger audience, this exciting memoir
shows how, even in a desperate situation, one boy's brilliant idea can light up the world. Complete
with photographs, illustrations, and an epilogue that will bring readers up to date on William's story,
this is the perfect edition to read and share with the whole family.
  sparknotes long way gone: The Time Machine illustrated H. G. Wells, 2022-06-22 The Time
Machine by H. G. Wells is a science fiction classic, which lends itself well to visualization. This
version, illustrated by Yoann Laurent-Rouault, an illustrator master who graduated from the
Beaux-Arts, and published in the international literary collection Memoria Books, is a reference on
the time travel theme. Wells transports us in the year 802 701, in a society made up of the “Elois”,
who live peacefully in a kind of big Garden of Eden, eating fruits and sleeping high up, while
underground lives another species, also descending from men, the “Morlocks”, who do not stand the
light anymore, living in the dark for too long now. At night, they return to the surface, going back up
by the wells, in order to kidnap some Elois that they eat ; these last became livestock unknowingly.
In The Time Machine, made into a movie several times, the last of them in 2002 by Simon Wells, the
great-grandson of H. G. Wells, time is both a pretext to move the class struggle and warn... and also,
in a way, a full character, who fascinates, arbitrates, transcends... The illustrations come to reinforce
the time travel and provide a new experience to the reader.
  sparknotes long way gone: The War of the Worlds Illustrated H G Wells, 2021-03-30 The
War of the Worlds is a science fiction novel by English author H. G. Wells, first serialised in 1897 by
Pearson's Magazine in the UK and by Cosmopolitan magazine in the US. The novel's first
appearance in hardcover was in 1898 from publisher William Heinemann of London. Written
between 1895 and 1897, it is one of the earliest stories to detail a conflict between mankind and an
extraterrestrial race. The novel is the first-person narrative of both an unnamed protagonist in
Surrey and of his younger brother in London as southern England is invaded by Martians. The novel
is one of the most commented-on works in the science fiction canon.
  sparknotes long way gone: Everything I Never Told You Celeste Ng, 2015-05-12 A New
York Times Book Review Notable Book of the Year • A New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice
• Winner of the Alex Award and the Massachusetts Book Award • Named a Best Book of the Year by
NPR, San Francisco Chronicle, Entertainment Weekly, The Huffington Post, BuzzFeed, Grantland
Booklist, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Shelf Awareness, Book Riot, School Library Journal, Bustle, and
Time Our New York The acclaimed debut novel by the author of Little Fires Everywhere and Our
Missing Hearts “A taut tale of ever deepening and quickening suspense.” —O, the Oprah Magazine
“Explosive . . . Both a propulsive mystery and a profound examination of a mixed-race family.”
—Entertainment Weekly “Lydia is dead. But they don’t know this yet.” So begins this exquisite novel
about a Chinese American family living in 1970s small-town Ohio. Lydia is the favorite child of
Marilyn and James Lee, and her parents are determined that she will fulfill the dreams they were
unable to pursue. But when Lydia’s body is found in the local lake, the delicate balancing act that
has been keeping the Lee family together is destroyed, tumbling them into chaos. A profoundly
moving story of family, secrets, and longing, Everything I Never Told You is both a gripping
page-turner and a sensitive family portrait, uncovering the ways in which mothers and daughters,
fathers and sons, and husbands and wives struggle, all their lives, to understand one another.
  sparknotes long way gone: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian (National Book
Award Winner) Sherman Alexie, 2012-01-10 A New York Times bestseller—over one million copies
sold! A National Book Award winner A Boston Globe-Horn Book Award winner Bestselling author
Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane Indian
Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on
the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is the school



mascot. Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time
Indian, which is based on the author's own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings by Ellen
Forney that reflect the character's art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one Native
American boy as he attempts to break away from the life he was destined to live. With a forward by
Markus Zusak, interviews with Sherman Alexie and Ellen Forney, and black-and-white interior art
throughout, this edition is perfect for fans and collectors alike.
  sparknotes long way gone: Gone with the Wind Margaret Mitchell, 2008-05-20 The story of
the tempestuous romance between Rhett Butler and Scarlet O'Hara is set amid the drama of the
Civil War.
  sparknotes long way gone: The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks Rebecca Skloot, 2010-02-02
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “The story of modern medicine and bioethics—and, indeed,
race relations—is refracted beautifully, and movingly.”—Entertainment Weekly NOW A MAJOR
MOTION PICTURE FROM HBO® STARRING OPRAH WINFREY AND ROSE BYRNE • ONE OF THE
“MOST INFLUENTIAL” (CNN), “DEFINING” (LITHUB), AND “BEST” (THE PHILADELPHIA
INQUIRER) BOOKS OF THE DECADE • ONE OF ESSENCE’S 50 MOST IMPACTFUL BLACK BOOKS
OF THE PAST 50 YEARS • WINNER OF THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE HEARTLAND PRIZE FOR
NONFICTION NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book
Review • Entertainment Weekly • O: The Oprah Magazine • NPR • Financial Times • New York •
Independent (U.K.) • Times (U.K.) • Publishers Weekly • Library Journal • Kirkus Reviews • Booklist
• Globe and Mail Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor
Southern tobacco farmer who worked the same land as her slave ancestors, yet her cells—taken
without her knowledge—became one of the most important tools in medicine: The first “immortal”
human cells grown in culture, which are still alive today, though she has been dead for more than
sixty years. HeLa cells were vital for developing the polio vaccine; uncovered secrets of cancer,
viruses, and the atom bomb’s effects; helped lead to important advances like in vitro fertilization,
cloning, and gene mapping; and have been bought and sold by the billions. Yet Henrietta Lacks
remains virtually unknown, buried in an unmarked grave. Henrietta’s family did not learn of her
“immortality” until more than twenty years after her death, when scientists investigating HeLa
began using her husband and children in research without informed consent. And though the cells
had launched a multimillion-dollar industry that sells human biological materials, her family never
saw any of the profits. As Rebecca Skloot so brilliantly shows, the story of the Lacks family—past and
present—is inextricably connected to the dark history of experimentation on African Americans, the
birth of bioethics, and the legal battles over whether we control the stuff we are made of. Over the
decade it took to uncover this story, Rebecca became enmeshed in the lives of the Lacks
family—especially Henrietta’s daughter Deborah. Deborah was consumed with questions: Had
scientists cloned her mother? Had they killed her to harvest her cells? And if her mother was so
important to medicine, why couldn’t her children afford health insurance? Intimate in feeling,
astonishing in scope, and impossible to put down, The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks captures the
beauty and drama of scientific discovery, as well as its human consequences.
  sparknotes long way gone: All the Bright Places Jennifer Niven, 2015-01-06 NOW A
NETFLIX FILM, STARRING ELLE FANNING AND JUSTICE SMITH! The New York Times bestselling
love story about two teens who find each other while standing on the edge. And don’t miss Take Me
with You When You Go, Jennifer Niven’s highly anticipated new book with bestselling author David
Levithan! Theodore Finch is fascinated by death. Every day he thinks of ways he might kill himself,
but every day he also searches for—and manages to find—something to keep him here, and alive,
and awake. Violet Markey lives for the future, counting the days until graduation, when she can
escape her small Indiana town and her aching grief in the wake of her sister’s recent death. When
Finch and Violet meet on the ledge of the bell tower at school—six stories above the ground— it’s
unclear who saves whom. Soon it’s only with Violet that Finch can be himself. And it’s only with
Finch that Violet can forget to count away the days and start living them. But as Violet’s world
grows, Finch’s begins to shrink. . . . “A do-not-miss for fans of Eleanor & Park and The Fault in Our



Stars, and basically anyone who can breathe.” —Justine Magazine “At the heart—a big one—of All
the Bright Places lies a charming love story about this unlikely and endearing pair of broken
teenagers.” —The New York Times Book Review “A heart-rending, stylish love story.” —The Wall
Street Journal “A complex love story that will bring all the feels.” —Seventeen Magazine
“Impressively layered, lived-in, and real.” —Buzzfeed
  sparknotes long way gone: Island of the Blue Dolphins Scott O'Dell, 1960 Far off the coast
of California looms a harsh rock known as the island of San Nicholas. Dolphins flash in the blue
waters around it, sea otter play in the vast kep beds, and sea elephants loll on the stony beaches.
Here, in the early 1800s, according to history, an Indian girl spent eighteen years alone, and this
beautifully written novel is her story. It is a romantic adventure filled with drama and heartache, for
not only was mere subsistence on so desolate a spot a near miracle, but Karana had to contend with
the ferocious pack of wild dogs that had killed her younger brother, constantly guard against the
Aleutian sea otter hunters, and maintain a precarious food supply. More than this, it is an adventure
of the spirit that will haunt the reader long after the book has been put down. Karana's quiet
courage, her Indian self-reliance and acceptance of fate, transform what to many would have been a
devastating ordeal into an uplifting experience. From loneliness and terror come strength and
serenity in this Newbery Medal-winning classic.
  sparknotes long way gone: Lion Saroo Brierley, 2017-02-14 No Marketing Blurb
  sparknotes long way gone: The Best We Could Do Thi Bui, 2017-03-07 National bestseller
2017 National Book Critics Circle (NBCC) Finalist ABA Indies Introduce Winter / Spring 2017
Selection Barnes & Noble Discover Great New Writers Spring 2017 Selection ALA 2018 Notable
Books Selection An intimate and poignant graphic novel portraying one family’s journey from
war-torn Vietnam, from debut author Thi Bui. This beautifully illustrated and emotional story is an
evocative memoir about the search for a better future and a longing for the past. Exploring the
anguish of immigration and the lasting effects that displacement has on a child and her family, Bui
documents the story of her family’s daring escape after the fall of South Vietnam in the 1970s, and
the difficulties they faced building new lives for themselves. At the heart of Bui’s story is a universal
struggle: While adjusting to life as a first-time mother, she ultimately discovers what it means to be a
parent—the endless sacrifices, the unnoticed gestures, and the depths of unspoken love. Despite
how impossible it seems to take on the simultaneous roles of both parent and child, Bui pushes
through. With haunting, poetic writing and breathtaking art, she examines the strength of family,
the importance of identity, and the meaning of home. In what Pulitzer Prize–winning novelist Viet
Thanh Nguyen calls “a book to break your heart and heal it,” The Best We Could Do brings to life Thi
Bui’s journey of understanding, and provides inspiration to all of those who search for a better
future while longing for a simpler past.
  sparknotes long way gone: The Other Wes Moore Wes Moore, 2011-01-11 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • From the governor of Maryland, the “compassionate” (People), “startling”
(Baltimore Sun), “moving” (Chicago Tribune) true story of two kids with the same name: One went
on to be a Rhodes Scholar, decorated combat veteran, White House Fellow, and business leader. The
other is serving a life sentence in prison. The chilling truth is that his story could have been mine.
The tragedy is that my story could have been his. In December 2000, the Baltimore Sun ran a small
piece about Wes Moore, a local student who had just received a Rhodes Scholarship. The same
paper also ran a series of articles about four young men who had allegedly killed a police officer in a
spectacularly botched armed robbery. The police were still hunting for two of the suspects who had
gone on the lam, a pair of brothers. One was named Wes Moore. Wes just couldn’t shake off the
unsettling coincidence, or the inkling that the two shared much more than space in the same
newspaper. After following the story of the robbery, the manhunt, and the trial to its conclusion, he
wrote a letter to the other Wes, now a convicted murderer serving a life sentence without the
possibility of parole. His letter tentatively asked the questions that had been haunting him: Who are
you? How did this happen? That letter led to a correspondence and relationship that have lasted for
several years. Over dozens of letters and prison visits, Wes discovered that the other Wes had had a



life not unlike his own: Both had had difficult childhoods, both were fatherless; they’d hung out on
similar corners with similar crews, and both had run into trouble with the police. At each stage of
their young lives they had come across similar moments of decision, yet their choices would lead
them to astonishingly different destinies. Told in alternating dramatic narratives that take readers
from heart-wrenching losses to moments of surprising redemption, The Other Wes Moore tells the
story of a generation of boys trying to find their way in a hostile world.
  sparknotes long way gone: Inside Out & Back Again Thanhha Lai, 2013-03-01 Moving to
America turns H&à's life inside out. For all the 10 years of her life, H&à has only known Saigon: the
thrills of its markets, the joy of its traditions, the warmth of her friends close by, and the beauty of
her very own papaya tree. But now the Vietnam War has reached her home. H&à and her family are
forced to flee as Saigon falls, and they board a ship headed toward hope. In America, H&à discovers
the foreign world of Alabama: the coldness of its strangers, the dullness of its food, the strange
shape of its landscape, and the strength of her very own family. This is the moving story of one girl's
year of change, dreams, grief, and healing as she journeys from one country to another, one life to
the next.
  sparknotes long way gone: The Book of Unknown Americans Cristina Henríquez, 2014-06-03 A
stunning novel of hopes and dreams, guilt and love—a book that offers a resonant new definition of
what it means to be American and illuminates the lives behind the current debates about Latino
immigration (The New York Times Book Review). When fifteen-year-old Maribel Rivera sustains a
terrible injury, the Riveras leave behind a comfortable life in Mexico and risk everything to come to
the United States so that Maribel can have the care she needs. Once they arrive, it’s not long before
Maribel attracts the attention of Mayor Toro, the son of one of their new neighbors, who sees a
kindred spirit in this beautiful, damaged outsider. Their love story sets in motion events that will
have profound repercussions for everyone involved. Here Henríquez seamlessly interweaves the
story of these star-crossed lovers, and of the Rivera and Toro families, with the testimonials of men
and women who have come to the United States from all over Latin America.
  sparknotes long way gone: Lord of the Flies William Golding, 2012-09-20 A plane crashes on
a desert island and the only survivors, a group of schoolboys, assemble on the beach and wait to be
rescued. By day they inhabit a land of bright fantastic birds and dark blue seas, but at night their
dreams are haunted by the image of a terrifying beast. As the boys' delicate sense of order fades, so
their childish dreams are transformed into something more primitive, and their behaviour starts to
take on a murderous, savage significance. First published in 1954, Lord of the Flies is one of the
most celebrated and widely read of modern classics. Now fully revised and updated, this educational
edition includes chapter summaries, comprehension questions, discussion points, classroom
activities, a biographical profile of Golding, historical context relevant to the novel and an essay on
Lord of the Flies by William Golding entitled 'Fable'. Aimed at Key Stage 3 and 4 students, it also
includes a section on literary theory for advanced or A-level students. The educational edition
encourages original and independent thinking while guiding the student through the text - ideal for
use in the classroom and at home.
  sparknotes long way gone: Sounder William H. Armstrong, 2011-07-12 This powerful
Newbery-winning classic tells the story of the great coon dog Sounder and his family. An African
American boy and his family rarely have enough to eat. Each night, the boy's father takes their dog,
Sounder, out to look for food. The man grows more desperate by the day. When food suddenly
appears on the table one morning, it seems like a blessing. But the sheriff and his deputies are not
far behind. The ever-loyal Sounder remains determined to help the family he loves as hard times
bear down. This classic novel shows the courage, love, and faith that bind a family together despite
the racism and inhumanity they face in the nineteenth-century deep South. Readers who enjoy
timeless dog stories such as Old Yeller and Where the Red Fern Grows will find much to love in
Sounder, even as they read through tears at times.
  sparknotes long way gone: All Quiet on the Western Front Erich Maria Remarque, 2024-07-29
This masterpiece of war literature that will change your perspective on life and humanity.** Follow



the journey of Paul, a young German soldier who enlists in World War I with his friends, full of
enthusiasm and patriotism. But soon, he faces the horrors of the trenches, where death, disease, and
despair lurk at every corner. He witnesses the brutality and futility of war, and he vows to resist the
hatred that makes him kill his fellow human beings, who are just like him, except for their uniforms.
This book is a powerful and moving portrait of the suffering, the courage, and the longing for peace
of a generation that was sacrificed for a senseless conflict. It is widely regarded as the best war
novel of all time, and it has been adapted into an Oscar-winning movie that you can watch on Netflix.
  sparknotes long way gone: Closed for the Season Mary Downing Hahn, 2010-09-06 Winner
of the Edgar Award for Best Juvenile Mystery Two friends set out to solve the years-old mystery of a
murder, testing their friendship and placing them in danger, in this creepy thriller by suspense
master Mary Downing Hahn. A pair of thirteen-year-old boys investigate the unsolved theft and
murder that took place in the old house one boy's family has just moved into. Their quest takes them
to the highest and lowest levels of society in their small Maryland town, and eventually to a dark and
derelict amusement park where someone will go to any length to shut down their investigation for
good. Themes of adjusting to a new town, navigating complex friendships, and resisting a bully are
deftly explored in this eerie page-turner.
  sparknotes long way gone: The Nickel Boys Colson Whitehead, 2020-06-30 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER • In this Pulitzer Prize-winning follow-up to The Underground Railroad, Colson
Whitehead brilliantly dramatizes another strand of American history through the story of two boys
unjustly sentenced to a hellish reform school in Jim Crow-era Florida. When Elwood Curtis, a black
boy growing up in 1960s Tallahassee, is unfairly sentenced to a juvenile reformatory called the
Nickel Academy, he finds himself trapped in a grotesque chamber of horrors. Elwood’s only
salvation is his friendship with fellow “delinquent” Turner, which deepens despite Turner’s
conviction that Elwood is hopelessly naive, that the world is crooked, and that the only way to
survive is to scheme and avoid trouble. As life at the Academy becomes ever more perilous, the
tension between Elwood’s ideals and Turner’s skepticism leads to a decision whose repercussions
will echo down the decades. Based on the real story of a reform school that operated for 111 years
and warped the lives of thousands of children, The Nickel Boys is a devastating, driven narrative
that showcases a great American novelist writing at the height of his powers and “should further
cement Whitehead as one of his generation's best (Entertainment Weekly). Look for Colson
Whitehead’s bestselling new novel, Harlem Shuffle!
  sparknotes long way gone: Tuck Everlasting Natalie Babbitt, 2020-04-02 Winnie Foster is in
the woods, thinking of running away from home, when she sees a boy drinking from a spring. Winnie
wants a drink too, but before she can take a sip, she is kidnapped by the boy, Jesse Tuck, and his
family. She learns that the Tuck family are blessed with o or doomed to o eternal life since drinking
from the spring, and they wander from place to place trying to live as inconspicuously as they can.
Now Winnie knows their secret. But what does immortality really mean? And can the Tucks help her
understand before it's too late? A beautiful paperback edition of the unforgettable classic of
children's writing about what it truly means to live forever. Featuring illustrations by Melissa
Castrillon.
  sparknotes long way gone: The City of Ember Jeanne DuPrau, 2009-07-15 Many hundreds of
years ago, the city of Ember was created by the Builders to contain everything needed for human
survival. It worked - but now the storerooms are almost out of food, crops are blighted, corruption is
spreading through the city and worst of all - the lights are failing. Soon Ember could be engulfed by
darkness-But when two children, Lina and Doon, discover fragments of an ancient parchment, they
begin to wonder if there could be a way out of Ember. Can they decipher the words from long ago
and find a new future for everyone? Will the people of Ember listen to them?
  sparknotes long way gone: Silas Marner Illustrated George Eliot, 2021-05-06 Silas Marner:
The Weaver of Raveloe is the third novel by Mary Ann Evans. It was published in 1861. An outwardly
simple tale of a linen weaver, it is notable for its strong realism and its sophisticated treatment of a
variety of issues ranging from religion to industrialisation to community.



  sparknotes long way gone: Annie John Jamaica Kincaid, 1997-06 Annie John grows from a
precocious, fearless, ten-year-old living in a Caribbean paradise into a young woman who realizes
she must leave Antigua to escape her mother's shadow.
  sparknotes long way gone: The Complete MAUS Art Spiegelman, 2011 Maus I: A Survivor's
Tale and Maus II - the complete story of Vladek Spiegelman and his wife, living and surviving in
Hitler's Europe. By addressing the horror of the Holocaust through cartoons, the author captures
the everyday reality of fear and is able to explore the guilt, relief and extraordinary sensation of
survival - and how the children of survivors are in their own way affected by the trials of their
parents. A contemporary classic of immeasurable significance.
  sparknotes long way gone: Penguin Readers Level 4: Lion (ELT Graded Reader) Saroo
Brierley, 2022-09-08 Penguin Readers is an ELT graded reader series. Please note that the eBook
edition does NOT include access to the audio edition and digital book. Written for learners of English
as a foreign language, each title includes carefully adapted text, new illustrations and language
learning exercises. Titles include popular classics, exciting contemporary fiction, and
thought-provoking non-fiction, introducing language learners to bestselling authors and compelling
content. The eight levels of Penguin Readers follow the Common European Framework of Reference
for language learning (CEFR). Exercises at the back of each Reader help language learners to
practise grammar, vocabulary, and key exam skills. Before, during and after-reading questions test
readers' story comprehension and develop vocabulary. Lion, a Level 4 Reader, is A2+ in the CEFR
framework. The text is made up of sentences with up to three clauses, introducing more complex
uses of present perfect simple, passives, phrasal verbs and simple relative clauses. It is well
supported by illustrations, which appear regularly. Five-year-old Saroo gets on the wrong train in
India and is taken thousands of miles to the city of Kolkata. After months of living on the streets, he
is adopted by a family in Australia. Many years later, Saroo decides to try and find his Indian family.
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