sign language tapping chest meaning

sign language tapping chest meaning is a phrase that sparks curiosity among those interested in
communication and the world of sign language. This gesture, often seen in American Sign Language
(ASL) and other signing systems, can convey a range of meanings depending on context, culture, and
the signs used before or after. Understanding what tapping the chest signifies in sign language is
essential for accurate communication and interpretation. This article provides an in-depth exploration
of the tapping chest gesture, its various meanings, cultural relevance, and common misconceptions.
Readers will discover the origins of this sign, how it fits into broader sign language grammar, and
practical examples from everyday conversations. Whether you are a learner, interpreter, or simply
curious, this guide offers clear, authoritative insights into the sign language tapping chest meaning,
ensuring you gain a comprehensive understanding and appreciate its significance within the Deaf
community.
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Understanding the Tapping Chest Gesture in Sign
Language

The tapping chest gesture in sign language is a fundamental movement that often conveys important
meanings. In American Sign Language (ASL), this gesture is typically performed by tapping the
fingertips or the flat hand against the center of the chest. This movement can denote concepts such
as "me," "my," or "self," and is sometimes used to express emotions or personal pronouns. The
context in which the chest is tapped determines the exact translation, making it vital to consider
surrounding signs and facial expressions. Mastering the nuances of this gesture helps avoid
miscommunication and fosters effective interaction within the Deaf and signing communities.



Origins and Evolution of Tapping Chest in Sign
Language

The origins of chest tapping in sign language trace back to natural human gestures associated with
indicating oneself. Early sign systems used body contact to reinforce meaning, and the chest became
a logical point to indicate personal pronouns or emotional states. Over time, this gesture evolved,
gaining grammatical significance in languages such as ASL, British Sign Language (BSL), and others.
The evolution also led to variations in speed, handshape, and frequency of tapping, each carrying
distinct meanings. As sign language continues to develop, the chest tap remains a core component,
symbolizing identity and personal reference.

Common Meanings Associated with Tapping the Chest

Tapping the chest in sign language is most frequently linked to the following meanings:

e Personal Pronouns: The gesture is commonly used for "I," "me," and "myself."
e Emotional Expression: It can indicate deep feelings such as "love," "hurt," or "proud."
* Possessive Pronouns: Sometimes used to show possession, as in "my" or "mine."

» Self-Reference: Used when referring to one's own actions or experiences.

Context is crucial. For example, a single tap may mean "me," while repeated tapping or variations in
handshape can shift the meaning to "myself" or emphasize emotion. Observing facial expressions and
accompanying signs is essential for accurate interpretation.

Cultural and Social Significance

The tapping chest gesture holds deep cultural and social significance within the Deaf community. It is
not just a linguistic tool but also a symbol of self-identity and pride. In group settings, tapping the
chest can foster a sense of belonging and solidarity. Additionally, it is used in storytelling and poetry
within the Deaf community to emphasize personal connection and emotion. The gesture's significance
goes beyond literal meaning and is often imbued with cultural values, respect, and community spirit.

Use of Tapping Chest in Different Sign Languages

Although chest tapping is widely recognized in ASL, its usage and meaning may differ in other sign
languages around the world. In British Sign Language (BSL), the gesture may be employed differently,
and in other languages, such as Auslan or French Sign Language (LSF), it might carry unique



connotations. Some sign languages use the chest area for pronouns, while others reserve it for
emotional expressions. Understanding these differences is crucial for interpreters and learners
working across linguistic boundaries.

Comparative Examples in Various Sign Languages

Here are a few ways chest tapping can differ between sign languages:

e ASL: Tapping the chest with a flat hand for "me" or "myself."
e BSL: May use a similar gesture but in different grammatical constructs.
e Auslan: Chest tap can signify possession or emotion, depending on context.

¢ LSF: Unigue handshapes or movement may change the meaning of chest contact.

Grammatical Role of Chest Tapping in ASL

In American Sign Language, chest tapping plays a vital grammatical role, especially in the use of
pronouns. It serves to anchor the signer’s reference point, making it clear who is being discussed. The
gesture is also integrated into compound signs and sentences, allowing for more nuanced
communication. For example, combining a chest tap with certain facial expressions can change a
statement from a simple declaration to an emotional outpouring. Understanding the grammatical
rules surrounding chest tapping is essential for fluency and clear expression in ASL.

Common Grammatical Patterns Involving Chest Tapping

¢ Single tap followed by a sign for an action: Indicates personal involvement (e.g., "l go").
e Double tap: Emphasis on self or emotion (e.g., "myself" or "truly me").

e Tapping combined with possessive signs: Shows ownership (e.g., "my book").

Misinterpretations and Myths

A frequent challenge with sign language tapping chest meaning is the potential for misinterpretation.
Some may mistake the gesture for a general sign of emotion or confuse it with cultural gestures
outside the signing context. Myths often arise, such as the belief that chest tapping always signifies
love or pride, which is not accurate. The actual meaning depends on several factors, including



handshape, repetition, and accompanying signs. Dispelling these myths is important for respectful
and accurate communication within and outside the Deaf community.

Practical Examples and Situational Usage

To better understand the sign language tapping chest meaning, consider these practical scenarios:

e Introducing oneself: Tapping the chest followed by a name sign.
e Expressing feelings: Chest tap combined with signs for "happy," "sad," or "proud."
e Clarifying ownership: Tapping the chest before indicating an object.

e Storytelling: Using chest taps to emphasize personal experiences or emotions.

Situational context is key to proper interpretation. Observing the flow of conversation and the signer’s
facial cues ensures accurate understanding of the gesture’s intended meaning.

Summary of Key Points

The chest tapping gesture in sign language holds significant linguistic, cultural, and emotional value.
Its primary meanings revolve around personal pronouns, emotional expression, and possessive
references. Differences exist among various sign languages, making cultural sensitivity important.
Mastery of chest tapping contributes to effective communication and deeper connection within the
Deaf community. Understanding its usage, grammatical role, and potential for misinterpretation
supports respectful and accurate exchanges in both educational and social contexts.

Q: What does it mean when someone taps their chest in
American Sign Language?

A: In American Sign Language, tapping the chest typically signifies personal pronouns such as "me,"
"myself," or "I." Context and accompanying signs determine the exact meaning.

Q: Is chest tapping used differently in other sign languages?

A: Yes, while chest tapping is common in ASL, its meaning and usage can differ in languages like
British Sign Language (BSL), Auslan, and French Sign Language (LSF), where it may indicate
possession, emotion, or other concepts.



Q: Can tapping the chest mean "love" in sign language?

A: Sometimes, when combined with specific handshapes or other signs, tapping the chest can express
emotions such as "love" or "pride," but it is not always the default meaning.

Q: Why is context important in interpreting chest tapping in
sign language?

A: Context is vital because the gesture’s meaning changes based on accompanying signs, facial
expressions, and the flow of conversation, ensuring accurate communication.

Q: Are there common mistakes when interpreting the chest
tapping gesture?

A: Yes, common mistakes include assuming it always means "love" or "pride," or misinterpreting it
without considering handshape, repetition, or context.

Q: How do you use chest tapping when introducing yourself in
sign language?

A: Typically, you tap your chest to indicate "I" or "me," followed by your name sign, clearly
communicating your identity to others.

Q: Does chest tapping have grammatical rules in ASL?

A: Yes, chest tapping follows grammatical patterns in ASL, primarily used for pronouns, possession,
and emphasis depending on its placement and repetition.

Q: Can chest tapping show ownership in sign language?

A: Yes, tapping the chest before referencing an object can indicate possession, such as "my book" or
"my idea."

Q: What should learners focus on when practicing the chest
tapping gesture?

A: Learners should pay attention to handshape, number of taps, facial expressions, and contextual
usage to ensure accurate meaning and fluency.

Q: Is chest tapping ever considered disrespectful in sign



language?

A: Chest tapping itself is not disrespectful, but misunderstanding its meaning or using it incorrectly
can lead to confusion. Proper learning and cultural awareness are recommended.
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Sign Language Tapping Chest: Meaning, Context, and
Cultural Nuances

Have you ever seen someone tap their chest in a conversation, and wondered if it was a subtle form
of non-verbal communication? In many contexts, it absolutely is. While not a universally recognized
sign in formal sign languages like American Sign Language (ASL) or British Sign Language (BSL),
chest tapping can carry significant meaning, often dependent on cultural background and the
surrounding context. This post delves into the various interpretations of chest tapping, helping you
understand its nuances and how to interpret this subtle, yet powerful, form of communication. We’'ll
explore different cultural uses, potential misunderstandings, and offer tips on how to confidently
navigate these situations.

Understanding the Context of Chest Tapping

The meaning of chest tapping is highly contextual. It’s not a standalone gesture with one definitive
meaning. To understand its significance, we need to consider several factors:

1. The Person's Body Language:

Is the chest tap accompanied by other gestures? A slight, almost imperceptible tap might be a
subconscious gesture of nervousness or self-assurance. A more forceful tap, accompanied by a
furrowed brow or a raised voice, could express anger or frustration. Observe the entire body
language for a more accurate interpretation.
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2. The Cultural Background:

Different cultures might interpret chest tapping differently. In some cultures, it could be a gesture of
emphasis, reinforcing a statement or agreement. In others, it might indicate personal responsibility
or ownership of an action or statement. Understanding the cultural background of the individual
involved is critical.

3. The Conversational Setting:

The location and the nature of the conversation significantly impact the meaning. A chest tap in a
casual conversation might differ greatly from one in a formal setting. A tap during an argument
could signify assertion or defiance, while the same gesture during a collaborative task might convey
responsibility or ownership.

4. The Relationship Between Individuals:

The relationship between the individuals involved profoundly influences interpretation. A chest tap
between close friends might have a different meaning compared to the same gesture between
strangers or individuals with an established power dynamic.

Common Interpretations of Chest Tapping

While not a formal sign in established sign languages, chest tapping often conveys several key
messages:

Emphasis and Assertion:

A firm chest tap, often used in conjunction with verbal communication, can strongly emphasize a
point or assertion. It's a way of saying, "I mean this," or "This is important."

Ownership and Responsibility:

Chest tapping can be used to take ownership of an action, idea, or statement. It can signify, "I did



this," or "This is my responsibility."
Self-Reference:

In some contexts, especially when combined with pointing to oneself, a chest tap serves as a self-
referential gesture, equivalent to saying "I" or "me."

Agreement or Confirmation:

Depending on the context, a gentle chest tap can be an affirmative gesture indicating agreement or
confirmation of a statement.

Potential for Misinterpretation:

It's crucial to remember that the absence of a universally accepted meaning for chest tapping can
lead to misinterpretations. What might be intended as a simple gesture of emphasis could be
misconstrued as aggression or arrogance depending on the context and cultural background.

Navigating Chest Tapping: Tips for Understanding

To avoid misunderstandings, consider these factors:

Observe the whole picture: Don't isolate the chest tap; analyze the accompanying facial expressions,
body posture, and tone of voice.

Consider the cultural context: Be mindful of the cultural background of the person using the gesture.
Ask for clarification if needed: If you're unsure, it’s always better to politely ask for clarification
rather than assume the meaning.

Be aware of your own gestures: Be mindful of your own body language, ensuring it doesn't
unintentionally contradict or misinterpret the other person’s gestures.

Conclusion

While not a codified sign in formal sign languages, chest tapping is a nuanced gesture with multiple
interpretations depending heavily on context. Understanding cultural background, conversational



setting, and overall body language is crucial for accurate interpretation. By being observant and
attentive to the complete communication landscape, we can better understand and navigate the
complexities of this subtle, yet powerful, form of non-verbal communication. Always remember that
when in doubt, open communication and clarification are key to avoiding misunderstandings.

FAQs

Q1: Is chest tapping considered offensive in any cultures?

Al: While not inherently offensive, the interpretation of chest tapping can depend heavily on context
and culture. A forceful tap in a confrontational setting could be perceived negatively. It's best to err
on the side of caution and be mindful of the surrounding circumstances.

Q2: Is chest tapping used in any formal sign languages?

A2: No, chest tapping is not a recognized sign in established sign languages like ASL or BSL. These
languages have specific signs for concepts like "I," "me," and "myself," which are often expressed
through different handshapes and movements.

Q3: How can I learn to better understand non-verbal cues like chest tapping?

A3: Observing people in various social situations, studying body language guides, and paying close
attention to the nuances of communication are helpful ways to improve your understanding of non-
verbal cues.

Q4: Can chest tapping be used intentionally to convey a specific meaning?

A4: Yes, individuals can consciously use chest tapping to emphasize a point, claim responsibility, or
express agreement, depending on the context. However, it's vital to ensure the gesture aligns with
the overall communication and avoids potential misinterpretations.

Q5: What should I do if I think someone is using chest tapping to be aggressive?

A5: If you perceive the gesture as aggressive, it’s best to carefully assess the entire situation. If you
feel uneasy, politely disengage or seek help if necessary. Open, calm communication might diffuse
the situation, but prioritize your safety.

sign language tapping chest meaning: The American Sign Langquage Handshape Dictionary
Richard A. Tennant, Marianne Gluszak Brown, 1998 Organizes 1,600-plus ASL signs by 40 basic

hand shapes rather than in alphabetical word order. This format allows users to search for a sign
that they recognize but whose meaning they have forgotten or for the meaning of a new sign they
have seen for the first time. The entries include descriptions of how to form each sign to represent
the varying terms they might mean. Index of English glosses only. Annotation copyrighted by Book
News, Inc., Portland, OR

sign language tapping chest meaning: Recurrent Gestures of Hausa Speakers [zabela
Will, 2021-11-15 This book presents a repertoire of conventionalized co-speech gestures used by



Hausa speakers from northern Nigeria.

sign language tapping chest meaning: The American Sign Language Handshape Starter
Richard A. Tennant, Marianne Gluszak Brown, 2002 Beginning signers can now improve their
recognition of the most commonly used signs with this easy-to-follow handbook. Illustrates 800
common signs organized by topics including food, travel, family, sports and more. 800 illustrations.

sign language tapping chest meaning: Religious Signing Elaine Costello, Ph.D., 2009-08-26
Since the fourth century, when Spanish monks first started signing to communicate during their
vows of silence, sign language has been used in religious communities of all faiths. Present-day
American Sign Language (ASL) carries on that tradition. Like any living language, it continues to
grow and change to meet the communication needs of an ever more diverse religious population.
This comprehensive guide, newly revised, updated, and expanded, gives you all the vocabulary you
need to communicate effectively in any religious setting. From Alleluia to Zizith, more than 750
signs and their specific meanings Large, clear, upper-torso illustrations that show the corresponding
movements of hands, body, and face Easy-to-follow instructions to help you master the art of
expressing signs A complete index for quick access to any sign With an essential section of religious
“name signs,” the addition of signs for the Muslim faith, and an expanded selection of favorite
verses, prayers, and blessings, this book is an indispensable resource for signers of all
denominations. Written with expertise by an educator and author associated with the field of
deafness for more than thirty years, it makes communicating by ASL in a religious setting simple
and easy, no matter your level of experience.

sign language tapping chest meaning: Talking with Your Hands, Listening with Your Eyes
Gabriel Grayson, 2003 Grayson makes sign language accessible, easy, and fun with this
comprehensive primer to the techniques, words, and phrases of signing. 800 illustrative photos.

sign language tapping chest meaning: The Perigee Visual Dictionary of Signing Rod R.
Butterworth, Mickey Flodin, 1995-08-01 The most comprehensive alphabetized guide to American
Sign Language (ASL) available today. Unlike other signing books, which organize by categories, the
Visual Dictionary is arranged in a straightforward, easy-to-use dictionary format. Inside you'll find
special features offering a fast, simple approach to the art of signing, including: * More than 1,350
signs -- arranged alphabetically with directions on how to use each sign ¢ Detailed illustrations --
showing precise hand positions and exact movements * Memory aids -- to assist in recalling how to
make each sign ¢« Sample sentences -- to clarify grammatical usage * Numbers -- from one to one
million, including monetary signs ¢ Fingerspelling -- a vital tool for communicating words for which
there are no signs, or for when the sign has not yet been learned ¢ Helpful hints -- suggestions and
tips for easier signing * A comprehensive index -- with all entries and their synonyms for easy
cross-referencing Authors Rod R. Butterworth and Mickey Flodin have written many widely used
signing books, including Signing Made Easy and The Pocket Dictionary of Signing.

sign language tapping chest meaning: Barron's 500 Flash Cards of American Sign
Language , 2009 This boxed set of ASL flash cards features 500 signs, and is an essential reference
tool for those learning to sign. Supplied in alphabetical order, nearly all signs are displayed with two
photographs and directional arrows are included where appropriate, ensuring that handshapes are
correctly formed so that signs are perfectly executed and communication is made effortless.--Guide

sign language tapping chest meaning: The Definitive Book of Body Language Barbara Pease,
Allan Pease, 2008-11-12 Available for the first time in the United States, this international bestseller
reveals the secrets of nonverbal communication to give you confidence and control in any
face-to-face encounter—from making a great first impression and acing a job interview to finding the
right partner. It is a scientific fact that people’s gestures give away their true intentions. Yet most of
us don’t know how to read body language- and don’t realize how our own physical movements speak
to others. Now the world’s foremost experts on the subject share their techniques for reading body
language signals to achieve success in every area of life. Drawing upon more than thirty years in the
field, as well as cutting-edge research from evolutionary biology, psychology, and medical
technologies that demonstrate what happens in the brain, the authors examine each component of



body language and give you the basic vocabulary to read attitudes and emotions through behavior.
Discover: * How palms and handshakes are used to gain control * The most common gestures of
liars « How the legs reveal what the mind wants to do * The most common male and female
courtship gestures and signals * The secret signals of cigarettes, glasses, and makeup ¢ The magic
of smiles-including smiling advice for women * How to use nonverbal cues and signals to
communicate more effectively and get the reactions you want Filled with fascinating insights,
humorous observations, and simple strategies that you can apply to any situation, this intriguing
book will enrich your communication with and understanding of others-as well as yourself.

sign language tapping chest meaning: The Baby Signing Book Sara Bingham, 2013 This
second edition (9780778804512) replaces the first edition (9780778801634) Now with 100
additional American Sign Language (ASL) symbols plus more case studies. The interest surrounding
baby signing continues to increase as more and more parents embrace this special world of
communication, which allows babies to communicate before they can talk. Sign language gives them
a way to express their wants and needs, easing frustration for both baby and parent. Being able to
communicate effectively with a very young child is positively thrilling. Part 1 of the book is an
introduction to signing with babies and young children, providing the basic knowledge, skills and
strategies to get started. Age-specific guidelines offer advice on signing with children from birth to
age 3 and up. Part 2 is a handy dictionary of 450 ASL signs, each clearly illustrated with tips on how
to form and remember the signs. Part 3 provides favorite songs and rhymes to sign with a child.
Special features include: The top 5 signing tips A program that parents can customize according to
their family's needs Answers to frequently asked questions Instructions on the 5 distinct components
of ASL signs: body space, hand shape, movement, palm orientation, and facial expression
Age-specific advice on how to teach sign language as a child develops. By simply following this book,
a special world of communication awaits.

sign language tapping chest meaning: Signs of a Happy Baby William Paul White, Kathleen
Ann Harper, 2017-02-07 “An inspirational and helpful resource for parents to help them learn how to
foster early communication with their children through baby sign language” (Sabrina Freidenfelds,
MPH, IBCLC, founder of Then Comes Baby). What does your baby want to say? You can find out
even before your baby can verbally speak by using baby sign language. Signs of a Happy Baby gives
parents everything they need to start signing with their baby, including a comprehensive dictionary
with easy-to-follow photos of fun and practical American Sign Language (ASL) signs, and tips for
integrating sign language into their everyday activities. Start signing with your baby now. What your
baby has to say will blow you away! “Places everything you need to know about signing with your
baby neatly in one place.” —Leah Busque, executive chairwoman and founder, TaskRabbit
“Brimming with tips and tools for getting started with baby sign language, Signs of a Happy Baby is
a practical resource for any parent who wants to know what’s going on in their baby’s mind.” —Mora
Oommen, executive director, Blossom Birth Services “A smart guide that’s not only fun, but filled
with research showing how baby sign language helps build your child’s language and cognitive
skills, allowing your child’s thoughts and feelings to be expressed, long before verbal communication
is possible. This book is a must for anyone who has or is working with a little one.” —Sheila
Dukas-Janakos, MPH, IBCLC, owner of Healthy Horizons Peninsula Breastfeeding Center

sign language tapping chest meaning: Cues Vanessa Van Edwards, 2022-03-01 Wall Street
Journal bestseller! For anyone who wants to be heard at work, earn that overdue promotion, or win
more clients, deals, and projects, the bestselling author of Captivate, Vanessa Van Edwards, shares
her advanced guide to improving professional relationships through the power of cues. What makes
someone charismatic? Why do some captivate a room, while others have trouble managing a small
meeting? What makes some ideas spread, while other good ones fall by the wayside? If you have
ever been interrupted in meetings, overlooked for career opportunities or had your ideas ignored,
your cues may be the problem - and the solution. Cues - the tiny signals we send to others 24/7
through our body language, facial expressions, word choice, and vocal inflection - have a massive
impact on how we, and our ideas, come across. Our cues can either enhance our message or




undermine it. In this entertaining and accessible guide to the hidden language of cues, Vanessa Van
Edwards teaches you how to convey power, trust, leadership, likeability, and charisma in every
interaction. You'll learn: * Which body language cues assert, “I'm a leader, and here’s why you
should join me.” * Which vocal cues make you sound more confident * Which verbal cues to use in
your résumé, branding, and emails to increase trust (and generate excitement about interacting with
you.) * Which visual cues you are sending in your profile pictures, clothing, and professional brand.
Whether you're pitching an investment, negotiating a job offer, or having a tough conversation with
a colleague, cues can help you improve your relationships, express empathy, and create meaningful
connections with lasting impact. This is an indispensable guide for entrepreneurs, team leaders,
young professionals, and anyone who wants to be more influential.

sign language tapping chest meaning: Hands of My Father Myron Uhlberg, 2009-02-03 By
turns heart-tugging and hilarious, Myron Uhlberg’s memoir tells the story of growing up as the
hearing son of deaf parents—and his life in a world that he found unaccountably beautiful, even as
he longed to escape it. “Does sound have rhythm?” my father asked. “Does it rise and fall like the
ocean? Does it come and go like the wind?” Such were the kinds of questions that Myron Uhlberg’s
deaf father asked him from earliest childhood, in his eternal quest to decipher, and to understand,
the elusive nature of sound. Quite a challenge for a young boy, and one of many he would face.
Uhlberg’s first language was American Sign Language, the first sign he learned: “I love you.” But his
second language was spoken English—and no sooner did he learn it than he was called upon to act
as his father’s ears and mouth in the stores and streets of the neighborhood beyond their silent
apartment in Brooklyn. Resentful as he sometimes was of the heavy burdens heaped on his small
shoulders, he nonetheless adored his parents, who passed on to him their own passionate
engagement with life. These two remarkable people married and had children at the absolute bottom
of the Great Depression—an expression of extraordinary optimism, and typical of the joy and
resilience they were able to summon at even the darkest of times. From the beaches of Coney Island
to Ebbets Field, where he watches his father’s hero Jackie Robinson play ball, from the branch
library above the local Chinese restaurant where the odor of chow mein rose from the pages of the
books he devoured to the hospital ward where he visits his polio-afflicted friend, this is a memoir
filled with stories about growing up not just as the child of two deaf people but as a book-loving,
mischief-making, tree-climbing kid during the remarkably eventful period that spanned the
Depression, the War, and the early fifties. From the Hardcover edition.

sign language tapping chest meaning: The clausal syntax of German Sign Language Fabian
Bross, 2020 This book presents a hypothesis-based description of the clausal structure of German
Sign Language (DGS). The structure of the book is based on the three clausal layers CP, IP/TP, and
VoiceP. The main hypothesis is that scopal height is expressed iconically in sign languages: the
higher the scope of an operator, the higher the articulator used for its expression. The book was
written with two audiences in mind: On the one hand it addresses linguists interested in sign
languages and on the other hand it addresses cartographers.

sign language tapping chest meaning: Inside Out & Back Again Thanhha Lai, 2013-03-01
Moving to America turns H&a's life inside out. For all the 10 years of her life, H&a has only known
Saigon: the thrills of its markets, the joy of its traditions, the warmth of her friends close by, and the
beauty of her very own papaya tree. But now the Vietnam War has reached her home. H&a and her
family are forced to flee as Saigon falls, and they board a ship headed toward hope. In America, H&a
discovers the foreign world of Alabama: the coldness of its strangers, the dullness of its food, the
strange shape of its landscape, and the strength of her very own family. This is the moving story of
one girl's year of change, dreams, grief, and healing as she journeys from one country to another,
one life to the next.

sign language tapping chest meaning: Medical Sign Language W. Joseph Garcia, 1983

sign language tapping chest meaning: The Book of Name Signs Samuel James Supalla,
1992 Through his research over the years, Dr Supalla, who is deaf, has identified the name sign
system which has a pattern to forming and giving name signs within the deaf communities. The need



for a formal name sign book has risen dramatically with the increasing use of inappropriate name
signs. There is a comprehensive guide and a list of over 500 name signs to help people to select
appropriate name signs according to the American Sign Language (ASL) rules of formation and use.
The book is written to be both informative and entertaining, and Dr Supalla compels all who are
interested to become more aware of deaf people's intriguing signed language and culture, both
dating back to the early years of deaf education.

sign language tapping chest meaning: A New Dictionary of Sign Language Enya Cohen,
Lila Namir, I. M. Schlesinger, 2016-10-10

sign language tapping chest meaning: Body Language Elizabeth Kuhnke, 2016-06-10 What
does your body language say about you? From strangers on the street, to your closest friends and
family - even if you're not speaking, you're saying a lot with your body. Body Language explores the
way we use our bodies to communicate, the way we hold ourselves, the way we sit, stand, and point
our hands, feet and eyes can all reveal how we are feeling in any given situation. This book explores
the body language we use in a wide-range of business and personal-life scenarios, from delivering a
presentation at work to how you should act on a first date! Packed with images to clearly
demonstrate each of the scenarios discussed, Body Language will help you understand the way
others around you choose to communicate and also what you are saying with your own body. These
valuable skills will improve your day to day communication, helping you to judge situations and
understand how others around you are feeling. Use Body Language to: Harness the power of your
own body language Communicate confidently to all of those around you Dip in and out of useful
scenarios to find the best advice for you Understand people's hidden emotions and learn what you
are hiding yourself Tackle those important life events, such as interviews, first dates, important
meetings and more!

sign language tapping chest meaning: My First Book of Baby Signs Jane Smith, Lane Rebelo,
2021-08-31 Learn sign language alongside your baby with this adorable storybook for ages 0 to 3
Story time is the perfect time to practice sign language with your child. My First Book of Baby Signs
is part storybook and part sign language guide, designed to encourage you and your baby to learn
new words and signs as you read together. Practice communicating with important, everyday signs
for everything from basics like eat, milk, and mommy to more advanced ideas like help, potty, and I
love you. This book makes it fun and easy to learn helpful baby signs with: Storybook style--Each
sign is presented with picture book illustrations that depict the word as well as both written and
visual instructions for how to sign it properly. Interactive learning--Model each sign for your baby as
you come to the word in the story, allowing you to learn and practice together. 40 Real ASL
signs--These signs are the accurate and up-to-date versions from American Sign Language, and
you'll even find a guide to the full alphabet and basic numbers. This book of baby signs is the perfect
way to start communicating with your baby before they learn to speak.

sign language tapping chest meaning: The Linguistics of Sign Languages Anne Baker,
Beppie van den Bogaerde, Roland Pfau, Trude Schermer, 2016-06-23 How different are sign
languages across the world? Are individual signs and signed sentences constructed in the same way
across these languages? What are the rules for having a conversation in a sign language? How do
children and adults learn a sign language? How are sign languages processed in the brain? These
questions and many more are addressed in this introductory book on sign linguistics using examples
from more than thirty different sign languages. Comparisons are also made with spoken languages.
This book can be used as a self-study book or as a text book for students of sign linguistics. Each
chapter concludes with a summary, some test-yourself questions and assignments, as well as a list of
recommended texts for further reading. The book is accompanied by a website containing
assignments, video clips and links to web resources.

sign language tapping chest meaning: Random House Webster's American Sign
Language Dictionary Elaine Costello, 2008 Provides illustrated instructions for thousands of
vocabulary words in American Sign Language.

sign language tapping chest meaning: Go Diaper Free Andrea Olson, 2021-02-17 Stop



changing diapers?start potting your baby. Over half the world's children are potty trained by one
year old, yet the average potty training age in the United States is currently three years old. This
leaves parents wondering: What did people do before diapers? and How do I help my own baby out
of diapers sooner?Elimination Communication, also known as EC, is the natural alternative to
full-time diapers and conventional toilet training. Although human babies have been pottied from
birth for all human history, we've modernized the technique to work in today's busy world.Go Diaper
Free shows parents of 0-18 month babies, step-by-step, how to do EC with confidence, whether full
time or part time, with diapers or without. Diaper-free doesn't mean a naked baby making a mess
everywhere - it actually means free from dependence upon diapers. With this book, new parents can
avoid years of messy diapers, potty training struggles, diaper rash, and unexplained fussiness. Also
helpful for those considering EC, in the middle of a potty pause, or confused about how to begin.This
6th edition includes a new section on The Dream Pee, a full text and graphic revision, more photos of
EC in action, and a complete list of further resources. MULTIMEDIA EDITION: includes the book and
access to private video library, helpful downloads, additional troubleshooting, and our private online
support group run by our Certified Coaches. For less than the cost of a case of diapers, you can
learn EC hands-on, the way it's meant to be learned.

sign language tapping chest meaning: Heading Home with Your Newborn Laura A. Jana,
Jennifer Shu, 2011 Presents a comprehensive guide to caring for newborns, and contains
information on health care, feeding, sleeping habits, traveling, sickness, and more.

sign language tapping chest meaning: The Mama Natural Week-by-Week Guide to
Pregnancy and Childbirth Genevieve Howland, 2017-04-25 From the popular YouTube channel
Mama Natural, this is the first week-by-week natural pregnancy book for soon-to-be moms. For the
last half-century, control over childbirth has been in favor of doctors. Many pregnancy guidebooks
are conventional, fear-based, and written by male physicians deeply entrenched in the old-school
medical model of birth. But change is underway. A groundswell of women are taking back their
pregnancy and childbirth and embracing a natural way. Genevieve Howland, the woman behind the
enormously popular Mama Natural blog and YouTube channel, has created an inspiring, fun, and
informative guide that demystifies natural pregnancy and walks mom through the process one week
at a time. The Mama Natural’s Week-by-Week Guide to Pregnancy and Childbirth is the modern (and
yet ancient) approach to pregnancy and childbirth. “Natural” recognizes that pregnancy and birth
are normal, and that having a baby is a wondrous biological process and rite of passage—not a
medical condition. This book draws upon the latest research showing how beneficial and
life-changing natural birth is for both babies and moms. Full of weekly advice and tips for a healthy
pregnancy, Howland details vital nutrition to take, natural remedies for common and troublesome
symptoms, as well as the appropriate (and inappropriate) use of interventions. Peppered throughout
are positive birth and pregnancy stories from women of all backgrounds (and all stages of their
natural journey) along with advice and insights from a Certified Nurse Midwife (CNM) plus a
Registered Nurse (RN), doula, and lactation consultant. Encouraging, well-researched, and fun, The
Mama Natural’s Week-by-Week Guide to Pregnancy and Childbirth will be an essential companion
for women everywhere to embrace natural pregnancy and reap all the benefits for both baby and
mama.

sign language tapping chest meaning: Deaf Gain H-Dirksen L. Bauman, Joseph J. Murray,
2014-10-15 Deaf people are usually regarded by the hearing world as having a lack, as missing a
sense. Yet a definition of deaf people based on hearing loss obscures a wealth of ways in which
societies have benefited from the significant contributions of deaf people. In this bold intervention
into ongoing debates about disability and what it means to be human, experts from a variety of
disciplines—neuroscience, linguistics, bioethics, history, cultural studies, education, public policy,
art, and architecture—advance the concept of Deaf Gain and challenge assumptions about what is
normal. Through their in-depth articulation of Deaf Gain, the editors and authors of this
pathbreaking volume approach deafness as a distinct way of being in the world, one which opens up
perceptions, perspectives, and insights that are less common to the majority of hearing persons. For



example, deaf individuals tend to have unique capabilities in spatial and facial recognition,
peripheral processing, and the detection of images. And users of sign language, which
neuroscientists have shown to be biologically equivalent to speech, contribute toward a robust range
of creative expression and understanding. By framing deafness in terms of its intellectual, creative,
and cultural benefits, Deaf Gain recognizes physical and cognitive difference as a vital aspect of
human diversity. Contributors: David Armstrong; Benjamin Bahan, Gallaudet U; Hansel Bauman,
Gallaudet U; John D. Bonvillian, U of Virginia; Alison Bryan; Teresa Blankmeyer Burke, Gallaudet U;
Cindee Calton; Debra Cole; Matthew Dye, U of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; Steve Emery; Ofelia
Garcia, CUNY; Peter C. Hauser, Rochester Institute of Technology; Geo Kartheiser; Caroline Kobek
Pezzarossi; Christopher Krentz, U of Virginia; Annelies Kusters; Irene W. Leigh, Gallaudet U;
Elizabeth M. Lockwood, U of Arizona; Summer Loeffler; Mara Lucia Massuti, Instituto Federal de
Santa Catarina, Brazil; Donna A. Morere, Gallaudet U; Kati Morton; Ronice Miller de Quadros, U
Federal de Santa Catarina, Brazil; Donna Jo Napoli, Swarthmore College; Jennifer Nelson, Gallaudet
U; Laura-Ann Petitto, Gallaudet U; Suvi Pylvanen, Kymenlaakso U of Applied Sciences; Antti Raike,
Aalto U; Paivi Raino, U of Applied Sciences Humak; Katherine D. Rogers; Clara Sherley-Appel;
Kristin Snoddon, U of Alberta; Karin Strobel, U Federal de Santa Catarina, Brazil; Hilary Sutherland;
Rachel Sutton-Spence, U of Bristol, England; James Tabery, U of Utah; Jennifer Grinder Witteborg;
Mark Zaurov.

sign language tapping chest meaning: Random House Webster's Compact American
Sign Language Dictionary Elaine Costello, Ph.D., 2008-06-10 The Random House Webster’s
Compact American Sign Language Dictionary is a treasury of over 4,500 signs for the novice and
experienced user alike. It includes complete descriptions of each sign, plus full-torso illustrations.
There is also a subject index for easy reference as well as alternate signs for the same meaning.

sign language tapping chest meaning: Linguistics of American Sign Language Clayton
Valli, Kristin J. Mulrooney, 2011 Completely reorganized to reflect the growing intricacy of the study
of ASL linguistics, the 5th edition presents 26 units in seven parts, including new sections on Black
ASL and new sign demonstrations in the DVD.

sign language tapping chest meaning: Treasure Island Robert Louis Stevenson, 1918

sign language tapping chest meaning: Baby Signs Linda Acredolo, Linda P. Acredolo, Susan
Goodwyn, 2000 Provides parents with a simple program to realise their baby's potential for learning
gestures (baby signs) to assist communicate prior to language development.

sign language tapping chest meaning: Body Talk Patrick King, 2017-03-11 Do you wish you
could tell when someone is lying, or if that cute member of the attractive sex likes you? What about
being able to read anyone's emotions without them saying a single word? Learning to listen to BODY
TALK is an essential skill that you need right now! Studies have shown time and time again that the
majority of communication we send out to other people, whether intentionally or not, is non-verbal
and doesn't depend on the words we speak. If you're not up to par in how to interpret everyday body
language signals, that means you're missing a majority of the communications that come your way.
And if you aren't aware of your own body language, then think of how you must come off to others -
probably not even close to what you want! If you've ever heard someone tell you -Oh... that's not
what I thought you meant...- you need this book! BODY TALK is a journey into exactly how you can
read anyone based on almost any movement of any part of their body. And who better than a dating
and social skills coach to teach you, someone who's very livelihood depends on navigating constant
ambiguous yellow lights! I've made it my business to study human interaction, and have broken
down specific body parts as well as signs of attraction and lying... let's face it, sometimes those two
are the same! This is not just a generic book that just tells you that someone is lying if they are
avoiding eye contact - hint: that isn't even accurate! There's nothing abstract or theoretical -
everything in this book is highly practical and actionable. Here's what you'll learn inside: - How the
chest is the key to how comfortable someone is feeling. - What male and female flirting body
language has in common. - Exactly why context is so important in body language. - The physiological
basis of the body language of liars. What else? - How body language differs across the world. - What



a microexpression is and exactly what it means. - How your tone of voice conveys more than the
words that are spoken. If you only read one book on body language, it must be this one - you'll get
actionable, practical, everyday knowledge that will help you tomorrow. You'll be able to size
someone up and instantly know if they are trying to lie to you. You'll have a good idea if that cutie
likes you and you're safe to make a move. You'll be able to deduce anyone's emotional state just by
looking at them. You will become a highly effective communicator which will benefit your
relationships and career instantly. Don't hesitate to pick up your copy today by clicking the BUY
NOW button at the top of this page! P.S. Become a virtual mindreader in hours!

sign language tapping chest meaning: An Introduction to Language and Linguistics
Ralph Fasold, Jeffrey Connor-Linton, 2006-03-09 This accessible textbook offers balanced and
uniformly excellent coverage of modern linguistics.

sign language tapping chest meaning: British Sign Language For Dummies City Lit,
2010-12-13 Learn British Sign Language quickly and easily with this essential guide and CD-Rom
This lively guide introduces the key hand shapes and gestures you need to communicate in British
Sign Language. The illustrations depict both the actions and facial expressions used to sign
accurately, while the companion CD-Rom features real-life BSL conversations in action to further
your understanding. With these practical tools, you'll become an expert signer in no time! British
Sign Language For Dummies includes: Starting to sign - learn about Deaf communication and
practise simple signs to get you going Learning everyday BSL - develop the grammar and
vocabulary skills that are the building blocks to using British Sign Language Getting out and about -
sign with confidence in a wide range of real-life situations, from travelling to dating Looking into
Deaf life - learn about the history of the Deaf Community and how they’ve adapted their technology
and lifestyles to suit their needs For corrections to this book, please click here:
http://www.wiley.com/legacy/wileyblackwell/BSLcorrectionslip.pdf Note: CD files are available to
download when buying the eBook version

sign language tapping chest meaning: Signing Naturally Ken Mikos, Cheri Smith, Ella Mae
Lentz, 2001 A practical guide to learning ASL that emphasizes key vocabulary, expressions, and
language in context.

sign language tapping chest meaning: Shatter Me Tahereh Mafi, 2011-11-15 The gripping
first installment in New York Times bestselling author Tahereh Mafi’s Shatter Me series. One touch
is all it takes. One touch, and Juliette Ferrars can leave a fully grown man gasping for air. One touch,
and she can kill. No one knows why Juliette has such incredible power. It feels like a curse, a burden
that one person alone could never bear. But The Reestablishment sees it as a gift, sees her as an
opportunity. An opportunity for a deadly weapon. Juliette has never fought for herself before. But
when she’s reunited with the one person who ever cared about her, she finds a strength she never
knew she had. And don’t miss Defy Me, the shocking fifth book in the Shatter Me series!

sign language tapping chest meaning: A Dictionary of American Sign Language on Linguistic
Principles William C. Stokoe, Dorothy C. Casterline, Carl G. Croneberg, 1976

sign language tapping chest meaning: My Toddler Talks Kimberly Scanlon, 2012-11-06 A
guide to using play routines to build and accelerate a child's communication skills. Includes
instructions and examples, language stimulation tips, techniques, and strategies, charts to monitor
progress, ways to incorporate speech development activities into daily routines, etc.

sign language tapping chest meaning: Learn Sign Language in a Hurry Irene Duke,
2009-07-18 I love you. What can I get you? Let's take a walk. Wanting to say simple things like these
but not being able to is frustrating and disheartening—but learning how to communicate can be easy
and fun! This book is a basic guide to the alphabet, vocabulary, and techniques it takes to connect
using American Sign Language. Whether signing out of necessity or learning for the sake of
growing, you will enjoy this practical primer. After reading this book, you will be able to use
American Sign Language in a social, educational, or professional setting. Whether the goal is to
communicate with hearing-impaired grandparent, a child with special needs in school, or an infant,
people learn sign language for many different reasons. Easy to read and reference—and complete



with images and examples of common signs—this basic guide allows you to make a meaningful
connection that's otherwise impossible.

sign language tapping chest meaning: Sign Language Roland Pfau, Markus Steinbach,
Bencie Woll, 2012-08-31 Sign language linguists show here that all questions relevant to the
linguistic investigation of spoken languages can be asked about sign languages. Conversely,
questions that sign language linguists consider - even if spoken language researchers have not asked
them yet - should also be asked of spoken languages. The HSK handbook Sign Language aims to
provide a concise and comprehensive overview of the state of the art in sign language linguistics. It
includes 44 chapters, written by leading researchers in the field, that address issues in language
typology, sign language grammar, psycholinguistics, neurolinguistics, sociolinguistics, and language
documentation and transcription. Crucially, all topics are presented in a way that makes them
accessible to linguists who are not familiar with sign language linguistics.

sign language tapping chest meaning: What Every BODY is Saying Joe Navarro, Marvin
Karlins, 2009-10-13 OVER 1 MILLION COPIES SOLD Joe Navarro, a former FBI counterintelligence
officer and a recognized expert on nonverbal behavior, explains how to speed-read people: decode
sentiments and behaviors, avoid hidden pitfalls, and look for deceptive behaviors. You'll also learn
how your body language can influence what your boss, family, friends, and strangers think of you.
Read this book and send your nonverbal intelligence soaring. You will discover: The ancient survival
instincts that drive body language Why the face is the least likely place to gauge a person's true
feelings What thumbs, feet, and eyelids reveal about moods and motives The most powerful
behaviors that reveal our confidence and true sentiments Simple nonverbals that instantly establish
trust Simple nonverbals that instantly communicate authority Filled with examples from Navarro's
professional experience, this definitive book offers a powerful new way to navigate your world.

sign language tapping chest meaning: Teach Your Baby to Sign Monica Beyer, 2017-06-01
Teach Your Baby to Sign is filled with full color photos and 200 of the most useful signs.
Communicating with infants has never been easier! Every parent knows how frustrated babies
become when they can't properly express themselves. Now, before they're able to speak, they can
tell you what they mean, with signs! Signing has taken the parenting world by storm. Why? Every
parent is eager to give their baby the best possible upbringing, the least frustration, and the best
head start for achieving in today's competitive society. Research (funded by the National Institutes
of Health) has found the following about babies who sign also: Learn to speak sooner Have larger
vocabularies Have stronger bonds with their parents Experience less frustration Show more interest
in books Engage in more sophisticated play Have higher IQ scores Now, what parent doesn't want
that? Teach Your Baby to Sign features photographs of the 200 most useful signs--more than any
other book on the market--and also features stage-by-stage guidance, so you'll know which signs to
teach first and which to add your baby progresses.
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