
safavid empire definition ap world history
safavid empire definition ap world history is a key concept for students and educators exploring
the complexities of early modern Islamic empires. The Safavid Empire, one of the “Gunpowder
Empires,” played a pivotal role in shaping the political, religious, and cultural landscape of Persia
(modern-day Iran) from the early 16th to the 18th century. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of the Safavid Empire tailored for AP World History, including its origins, government
structure, religious policies, cultural achievements, military innovations, and eventual decline. By
understanding the Safavid Empire definition within the AP World History context, readers will gain
deep insights into its historical significance, main characteristics, and enduring impact on world
history. Whether you are a student preparing for the AP exam or a history enthusiast, this guide will
help you grasp essential facts and themes related to the Safavid Empire. Read on to discover the
rich legacy of this influential dynasty and how it fits into the broader narrative of global history.
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Overview of the Safavid Empire in AP World History

The Safavid Empire definition in AP World History refers to a significant Islamic dynasty that ruled
over Persia from 1501 to 1736. Recognized as one of the three “Gunpowder Empires” alongside the
Ottoman and Mughal empires, the Safavids are notable for establishing Twelver Shi’a Islam as the
official state religion, differentiating themselves from their predominantly Sunni neighbors. This
transformation had profound effects on the religious and cultural identity of Iran. The Safavid
Empire is also known for its contributions to art, architecture, and trade, and for creating a
centralized administrative state. In the AP World History curriculum, the Safavid Empire is essential
for understanding the dynamics of state-building, religious conflict, and cultural flourishing in the
early modern period.



Origins and Rise of the Safavid Dynasty

Founding of the Safavid Order

The roots of the Safavid Empire trace back to the Safaviyya Sufi order, founded by Sheikh Safi al-Din
in the late 13th century. Originally a spiritual movement, the Safaviyya gained political influence
over time, particularly in Azerbaijan. By the late 15th century, the order had militarized and
attracted a loyal following, particularly among the Qizilbash, a group of Turkmen tribal warriors.

Establishment of the Empire under Shah Ismail I

The transformation from religious order to ruling dynasty occurred under Shah Ismail I, who
proclaimed himself Shah of Iran in 1501 after capturing Tabriz. His military successes allowed him
to consolidate power, unify Persia, and establish the foundation of the Safavid state. Shah Ismail I
declared Twelver Shi’ism the empire’s official religion, shaping Iran’s religious trajectory for
centuries.

Government Structure and Administration

Centralized Authority and Bureaucracy

The Safavid Empire developed a highly centralized administrative system. The Shah stood at the
apex of power, supported by a complex bureaucracy that managed taxation, justice, and provincial
governance. Positions within the government were often filled by loyal Qizilbash leaders and, later,
by a class of Persian administrators and converted slaves (ghulams), ensuring the Shah’s authority
remained unchallenged.

Provincial Administration and Loyalty

To maintain control over a diverse and often restive population, the Safavid Shahs appointed
governors (beglarbegis) to oversee provinces. These governors were responsible for collecting taxes,
maintaining order, and raising troops. The balance of power between the central government and
provincial leaders was crucial for stability, but also a source of tension throughout Safavid rule.

Religion and Society under the Safavids

Shi’a Islam as State Religion



A defining feature of the Safavid Empire was the institutionalization of Twelver Shi’a Islam. The
state actively promoted Shi’ism, sometimes through force, to distinguish itself from Sunni Ottoman
and Uzbek neighbors. The clergy (ulama) became increasingly influential, serving as intermediaries
between the ruler and the people, and helping to legitimize Safavid rule.

Social Structure and Diversity

Safavid society was structured around a rigid hierarchy:

The Shah and royal family

Nobility and high-ranking administrators (often Qizilbash and later Persian bureaucrats)

Religious leaders (ulama)

Merchants and artisans

Peasants and laborers

The empire was ethnically and linguistically diverse, with Persians, Azerbaijanis, Kurds, Armenians,
and Georgians among its populations. Non-Muslim communities, such as Armenians and Jews, were
generally tolerated but faced certain restrictions.

Cultural and Artistic Achievements

Architecture and Urban Development

The Safavid era witnessed a remarkable flourishing of Persian art and architecture. The capital city
of Isfahan was transformed under Shah Abbas I into a stunning urban center, featuring grand
mosques, palaces, and public squares. The Shah Mosque and Ali Qapu Palace are enduring symbols
of Safavid architectural brilliance.

Persian Arts and Literature

Safavid patronage extended to miniature painting, calligraphy, textiles, and poetry. Persian carpets
from this period became highly prized worldwide for their intricate designs and craftsmanship. The
arts served not only as expressions of beauty but also as tools for projecting imperial power and
religious legitimacy.



Military Innovations and Expansion

Gunpowder Technology and Military Organization

As one of the “Gunpowder Empires,” the Safavids integrated firearms and artillery into their
military. Early reliance on the Qizilbash cavalry gradually gave way to a more balanced force,
including infantry and artillery units trained by foreign experts. This military modernization was
crucial in defending the empire against powerful neighbors.

Territorial Expansion and Rivalries

The Safavid Empire expanded its territory through conquest and diplomacy, coming into frequent
conflict with the Ottoman Empire in the west and the Uzbek khanates in the east. Major battles such
as Chaldiran (1514) against the Ottomans had lasting effects on Safavid military strategy and
territorial ambitions.

Decline and Legacy of the Safavid Empire

Factors Leading to Decline

Several factors contributed to the decline of the Safavid Empire by the early 18th century:

Weak succession and court intrigues

Economic difficulties and declining trade

Military defeats and loss of territory

Internal revolts and rising autonomy of provincial leaders

In 1722, Afghan forces captured Isfahan, marking the effective end of Safavid rule, though the
dynasty lingered in diminished form until 1736.

Enduring Influence on Iran and World History

Despite its fall, the Safavid Empire’s legacy is profound. The establishment of Shi’a Islam as the
dominant faith in Iran remains its most lasting contribution. The Safavid period also set the stage for
subsequent Persian dynasties and shaped the cultural and political identity of the region. In AP
World History, the Safavid Empire is studied as a model of early modern state-building, religious
transformation, and cultural innovation.



Key Facts and Summary for AP World History

For AP World History, it is essential to remember the following key facts about the Safavid Empire:

Founded by Shah Ismail I in 1501, lasted until 1736

Centered in Persia (modern Iran)

Official state religion: Twelver Shi’a Islam

Noted for cultural achievements in architecture, art, and trade

Centralized bureaucracy supported by Qizilbash and Persian officials

Frequent conflict with Ottoman and Uzbek rivals

Legacy: Shaped modern Iranian identity and established Shi’ism in the region

Understanding the Safavid Empire definition in AP World History helps students grasp the
complexities of religious, political, and cultural change in the early modern era.

Trending Questions and Answers about Safavid Empire
Definition AP World History

Q: What is the Safavid Empire definition in AP World History?
A: The Safavid Empire in AP World History refers to a major Islamic dynasty that ruled Persia
(modern Iran) from 1501 to 1736, known for establishing Twelver Shi’a Islam as the state religion,
centralizing government, and contributing to Persian culture and art.

Q: Why is the Safavid Empire considered a "Gunpowder
Empire"?
A: The Safavid Empire is considered a "Gunpowder Empire" because it used gunpowder technology,
such as firearms and artillery, to expand and maintain its territory, similar to the Ottoman and
Mughal empires.



Q: How did the Safavid Empire impact the religious landscape
of Iran?
A: The Safavid Empire established Twelver Shi’a Islam as the official religion, transforming Iran into
a predominantly Shi’a country, a legacy that continues to define Iranian religious identity today.

Q: Who was the founder of the Safavid Empire?
A: Shah Ismail I founded the Safavid Empire in 1501, unifying Persia and establishing Shi’ism as the
state religion.

Q: What are some key achievements of the Safavid Empire?
A: Key achievements include architectural masterpieces in Isfahan, advancements in arts such as
carpet weaving and miniature painting, centralized government, and the promotion of Shi’a Islam.

Q: What led to the decline of the Safavid Empire?
A: The decline was caused by weak rulers, internal strife, economic downturns, military defeats, and
increasing autonomy of provincial leaders, culminating in the Afghan conquest of Isfahan in 1722.

Q: How did the Safavid Empire differ from the Ottoman
Empire?
A: The Safavid Empire differed primarily in religion (Shi’a vs. Sunni Islam), language and culture
(Persian vs. Turkish), and its focus on centralizing power in Persia rather than a multi-ethnic empire.

Q: What role did the Qizilbash play in the Safavid Empire?
A: The Qizilbash were Turkmen tribal warriors who supported the rise of the Safavid dynasty, served
as elite military forces, and held significant political influence in the early empire.

Q: Why is the Safavid Empire important in AP World History?
A: The Safavid Empire is important because it demonstrates state-building, religious transformation,
and cultural achievements in the early modern Islamic world, and illustrates interactions with other
major empires.

Q: What is the significance of Isfahan during the Safavid era?
A: Isfahan was the capital and cultural center of the Safavid Empire, renowned for its stunning
architecture, mosques, palaces, and its status as a symbol of Persian art and civilization.
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Safavid Empire Definition AP World History: A
Comprehensive Guide

The Safavid Empire, a powerful dynasty that ruled Persia (modern-day Iran) from the early 16th to
the early 18th centuries, holds a significant place in AP World History curricula. Understanding its
rise, its impact on the region, and its ultimate decline is crucial for comprehending the broader
historical context of the era. This comprehensive guide provides a clear and concise definition of the
Safavid Empire, exploring its key features, lasting legacies, and significance within the larger
framework of global history. We’ll delve into its political structure, religious policies, economic
advancements, and cultural contributions, equipping you with the knowledge needed to excel in your
AP World History studies.

H2: Defining the Safavid Empire

The Safavid Empire, at its most basic definition, was a powerful Shia Muslim empire that unified
Persia under a centralized government. Established by Ismail I in 1501, the Safavids significantly
altered the religious and political landscape of Persia and beyond. Unlike previous Persian empires
which often tolerated religious pluralism, the Safavids implemented Twelver Shia Islam as the
official state religion, a decision that had profound and lasting consequences for the region's
religious and political dynamics. This assertive embrace of Shia Islam differentiated them from their
Sunni rivals, particularly the Ottoman Empire to the west, and shaped their foreign policy and
internal governance.

H2: The Rise of the Safavids: Ismail I and the Conquest of Persia

Ismail I, a young charismatic leader, played a pivotal role in establishing the Safavid dynasty. His
military prowess and his strategic alliance with the Kizilbash, a fiercely loyal and militaristic group
of Shia Turkoman tribesmen, proved crucial in consolidating power. By the early 16th century,
Ismail had conquered most of Persia, establishing a new empire centered in Tabriz. The Qizilbash’s
religious zeal and military effectiveness were key components of Ismail's success in forging a
unified, albeit often turbulent, empire.

H3: The Significance of Shia Islam in Safavid Governance

The Safavid's official adoption of Twelver Shia Islam was not merely a religious choice; it was a
deliberate political strategy. By making Shia Islam the state religion, Ismail and his successors
created a powerful sense of religious identity that bound the diverse populations of the empire
together. This religious unity contrasted sharply with the Sunni dominance of neighboring Ottoman
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and Mughal empires, contributing to centuries of conflict and competition. The implementation of
Shia Islam also affected legal systems, social structures, and the intellectual life of the empire.

H2: The Safavid Empire at its Zenith: Abbas the Great

Shah Abbas I (r. 1587-1629), considered one of the greatest Safavid rulers, ushered in a period of
unprecedented prosperity and expansion. His shrewd administrative reforms, military innovations,
and economic policies resulted in a flourishing empire. Abbas reformed the army, introducing new
military technologies and tactics. He also revamped the administrative system, improving tax
collection and infrastructure development. His reign saw significant economic growth through trade
along the Silk Road, enriching the empire's treasury and fostering cultural exchange.

H3: Economic and Cultural Flourishing Under Abbas the Great

Abbas the Great's economic policies led to a remarkable period of prosperity for the Safavid Empire.
The flourishing trade networks, increased agricultural productivity, and improved infrastructure
fueled economic growth, attracting merchants and artisans from across Eurasia. This era witnessed
significant advancements in architecture, art, literature, and scholarship. Isfahan, under Abbas’s
patronage, became a magnificent capital city, showcasing the empire's artistic and architectural
achievements.

H2: Decline and Fall of the Safavid Empire

Despite its earlier success, the Safavid Empire faced internal weaknesses and external pressures
that ultimately led to its decline. Succession crises, factionalism within the court, and the rising
power of rival tribal groups contributed to internal instability. The growing influence of foreign
powers, notably the Afghan tribes, further weakened the empire. The Afghan invasion in the early
18th century marked a significant turning point, culminating in the end of the Safavid dynasty.

H2: Legacy of the Safavid Empire in AP World History

The Safavid Empire left an enduring legacy on Persia and the broader world. Its establishment of
Twelver Shia Islam as the dominant religion in Persia had profound and lasting religious and
political implications for the region. The empire's artistic and architectural achievements continue to
inspire and amaze. Its influence on trade routes and economic interactions across Eurasia should not
be underestimated. Understanding the Safavid Empire is essential for a complete understanding of
the political, religious, and cultural developments of early modern Eurasia.

Conclusion:

The Safavid Empire, a complex and influential historical entity, played a pivotal role in shaping the
political, religious, and cultural landscape of Persia and the surrounding regions. Its rise, flourishing
under Abbas the Great, and eventual decline offer a rich case study for understanding the intricacies
of early modern empires and the interplay between religious identity, political power, and economic
forces. By comprehending the Safavid Empire's definition, its key features, and its lasting impact,
students can gain a valuable insight into a crucial period in world history.

FAQs:



1. What were the main causes of the Safavid Empire's decline? The decline of the Safavid Empire
resulted from a combination of factors, including internal strife (succession crises, factionalism),
economic problems, and external pressures (Afghan invasions, growing influence of European
powers).

2. How did the Safavids' embrace of Shia Islam impact their relationship with neighboring empires?
The Safavids' adoption of Shia Islam created a major religious divide with their Sunni neighbors,
particularly the Ottoman Empire, leading to prolonged conflicts and shaping their foreign policy.

3. What were some of the significant cultural contributions of the Safavid Empire? The Safavids
made significant contributions to Persian art, architecture, literature, and scholarship, evident in the
magnificent architecture of Isfahan and the flourishing of Persian miniature painting.

4. Who was Shah Abbas the Great, and what was his significance? Shah Abbas the Great was a
powerful Safavid ruler who oversaw a period of unprecedented expansion, prosperity, and cultural
flourishing. His military and administrative reforms solidified the empire's position.

5. How did the Safavid Empire's economy function? The Safavid economy thrived on trade along the
Silk Road, agricultural production, and the efficient collection of taxes under Abbas the Great.
However, internal strife and external pressures later damaged this economic success.
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civilizations; he details the basis for the thriving economy of premodern Central Eurasia, the
economy's disintegration following the region's partition by the Chinese and Russians in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and the damaging of Central Eurasian culture by Modernism;
and he discusses the significance for world history of the partial reemergence of Central Eurasian
nations after the collapse of the Soviet Union. Empires of the Silk Road places Central Eurasia
within a world historical framework and demonstrates why the region is central to understanding
the history of civilization.
  safavid empire definition ap world history: Southeast Asia in World History Craig
Lockard, 2009-04-24 Here is a brief, well-written, and lively survey of the history of Southeast Asia
from ancient times to the present, paying particular attention to the region's role in world history
and the distinctive societies that arose in lands shaped by green fields and forests, blue rivers and
seas. Craig Lockard shows how for several millennia Southeast Asians, living at the crossroads of
Asia, enjoyed ever expanding connections to both China and India, and later developed maritime
trading networks to the Middle East and Europe. He explores how the people of the region combined
local and imported ideas to form unique cultures, reflected in such striking creations as Malay
sailing craft, Javanese gamelan music, and batik cloth, classical Burmese and Cambodian
architecture, and social structures in which women have often played unusually influential roles.
Lockard describes colonization by Europeans and Americans between 1500 and 1914, tracing how
the social, economic, and political frameworks inherited from the past, combined with active
opposition to domination by foreign powers, enabled Southeast Asians to overcome many challenges
and regain their independence after World War II. The book also relates how Malaysia, Singapore,
Thailand, Indonesia, and Vietnam are now among the fastest growing economies in the world and
play a critical role in today's global marketplace.
  safavid empire definition ap world history: Princeton Review AP Biology Premium Prep
2021 The Princeton Review, 2020-08 Make sure you're studying with the most up-to-date prep
materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP Biology Premium Prep,
2022 (ISBN: 9780525570547, on-sale August 2021). Publisher's Note: Products purchased from
third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not
include access to online tests or materials included with the original product.
  safavid empire definition ap world history: Abbas II. Evelyn Baring Earl of Cromer, 1915
  safavid empire definition ap world history: Archaeology of Babel Siraj Ahmed, 2017-12-12
For more than three decades, preeminent scholars in comparative literature and postcolonial studies
have called for a return to philology as the indispensable basis of critical method in the humanities.
Against such calls, this book argues that the privilege philology has always enjoyed within the
modern humanities silently reinforces a colonial hierarchy. In fact, each of philology's foundational
innovations originally served British rule in India. Tracing an unacknowledged history that extends
from British Orientalist Sir William Jones to Palestinian American intellectual Edward Said and
beyond, Archaeology of Babel excavates the epistemic transformation that was engendered on a
global scale by the colonial reconstruction of native languages, literatures, and law. In the process, it
reveals the extent to which even postcolonial studies and European philosophy—not to mention
discourses as disparate as Islamic fundamentalism, Hindu nationalism, and global
environmentalism—are the progeny of colonial rule. Going further, it unearths the alternate
concepts of language and literature that were lost along the way and issues its own call for
humanists to reckon with the politics of the philological practices to which they now return.
  safavid empire definition ap world history: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Prep, 2023 The Princeton Review, 2022-08-02 EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO HELP SCORE A
PERFECT 5. Ace the AP World History: Modern Exam with this comprehensive study guide. Includes
3 full-length practice tests with answer explanations, content reviews for every test topic, strategies



for every question type, and access to online extras. Techniques That Actually Work • Tried-and-true
strategies to help you avoid traps and beat the test • Tips for pacing yourself and guessing logically
• Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need for a High Score •
Fully aligned with the latest College Board standards for AP® World History • Detailed review of the
source-based multiple-choice questions and short-answer questions • Comprehensive guidance for
the document-based question and long essay • Access to study plans, lists of key terms and
concepts, helpful pre-college information, and more via your online Student Tools Practice Your Way
to Excellence • 3 full-length practice tests (2 in the book, 1 online) with complete answer
explanations • Key terms, timelines, and detailed maps in every content review chapter •
End-of-chapter drills to test your understanding of topics and skills
  safavid empire definition ap world history: The Artist Project Christopher Noey, Thomas P.
Campbell, 2017-09-19 Artists have long been stimulated and motivated by the work of those who
came before them—sometimes, centuries before them. Interviews with 120 international
contemporary artists discussing works from The Metropolitan Museum of Art's collection that spark
their imagination shed new light on art-making, museums, and the creative process. Images of works
from The Met collection appear alongside images of the contemporary artists' work, allowing
readers to discover a rich web of visual connections that spans cultures and millennia.
  safavid empire definition ap world history: Cracking the AP World History Exam 2006-2007
Princeton Review (Firm), 2006-01-10 Provides test-taking strategies, a subject review, and practice
tests.
  safavid empire definition ap world history: Reason, Freedom, and Democracy in Islam
Abdolkarim Soroush, 2000-04-20 Abdolkarim Soroush has emerged as one of the leading moderate
revisionist thinkers of the Muslim world. He and his contemporaries in other Muslim countries are
shaping what may become Islam's equivalent of the Christian Reformation: a period of questioning
traditional practices and beliefs and, ultimately, of upheaval. Presenting eleven of his essays, this
volume makes Soroush's thought readily available in English for the first time. The essays set forth
his views on such matters as the freedom of Muslims to interpret the Qur'an, the inevitability of
change in religion, the necessity of freedom of belief, and the compatibility of Islam and democracy.
Throughout, Soroush emphasizes the rights of individuals in their relationship with both government
and God, explaining that the ideal Islamic state can only be defined by the beliefs and will of the
majority.
  safavid empire definition ap world history: Plague and Empire in the Early Modern
Mediterranean World Nükhet Varlik, 2015-07-22 This is the first systematic scholarly study of the
Ottoman experience of plague during the Black Death pandemic and the centuries that followed.
Using a wealth of archival and narrative sources, including medical treatises, hagiographies, and
travelers' accounts, as well as recent scientific research, Nükhet Varlik demonstrates how plague
interacted with the environmental, social, and political structures of the Ottoman Empire from the
late medieval through the early modern era. The book argues that the empire's growth transformed
the epidemiological patterns of plague by bringing diverse ecological zones into interaction and by
intensifying the mobilities of exchange among both human and non-human agents. Varlik maintains
that persistent plagues elicited new forms of cultural imagination and expression, as well as a new
body of knowledge about the disease. In turn, this new consciousness sharpened the Ottoman
administrative response to the plague, while contributing to the makings of an early modern state.
  safavid empire definition ap world history: AP World History: Modern Premium, 2024:
Comprehensive Review with 5 Practice Tests + an Online Timed Test Option John McCannon,
2023-07-04 For more than 80 years, BARRON's has been helping students achieve their goals. Prep
for the AP® World History: Modern exam with trusted review from our experts.
  safavid empire definition ap world history: Ways of the World, Volume 1 Robert W. Strayer,
Eric W. Nelson, 2015-09-25 Ways of the World is one of the most successful and innovative textbooks
for world history. The brief-by-design narrative is truly global and focuses on significant historical
trends, themes, and developments in world history. Authors Robert W. Strayer, a pioneer in the



world history movement with years of classroom experience, along with new co-author Eric W.
Nelson, a popular and skilled teacher, provide a thoughtful and insightful synthesis that helps
students see the big picture while teaching students to consider the evidence the way historians do.
  safavid empire definition ap world history: Christian-Muslim Relations. A
Bibliographical History. Volume 10 Ottoman and Safavid Empires (1600-1700) , 2017-10-23
Christian-Muslim Relations, a Bibliographical History 10 (CMR 10), covering the Ottoman and
Safavid Empires in the period 1600-1700, is a further volume in a general history of relations
between the two faiths from the seventh century to the early 20th century. It comprises a series of
introductory essays and also the main body of detailed entries which treat all the works, surviving or
lost, that have been recorded. These entries provide biographical details of the authors, descriptions
and assessments of the works themselves, and complete accounts of manuscripts, editions,
translations and studies. The result of collaboration between numerous leading scholars, CMR 10,
along with the other volumes in this series, is intended as a basic tool for research in
Christian-Muslim relations. Section Editors: Clinton Bennett, Luis F. Bernabé Pons, Jaco Beyers,
Karoline Cook, Lejla Demiri, Martha Frederiks, David D. Grafton, Stanisław Grodź, Alan Guenther,
Emma Loghin, Gordon Nickel, Claire Norton, Reza Pourjavady, Douglas Pratt, Radu Păun, Peter
Riddell, Umar Ryad, Mehdi Sajid, Cornelia Soldat, Karel Steenbrink, Davide Tacchini, Ann Thomson,
Carsten Walbiner
  safavid empire definition ap world history: WORLD SYSTEM HISTORY-Volume I George
Modelski and Robert A. Denemark, 2009-09-19 World System History is a component of
Encyclopedia of Social Sciences and Humanities in the global Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems
(EOLSS), which is an integrated compendium of twenty one Encyclopedias. The Theme on World
System History presents the study of the history of the world system. World system history offers an
array of tools with which to apprehend the future. This volume discuss the essential aspects such as
World-Systems Analysis; Big History; Epistemology of World System History: Long-Term Processes
and Cycles; One World System or Many: The Continuity Thesis in World System History; World
Population History; States Systems and Universal Empires; The Silk Road: Afro-Eurasian
Connectivity Across the Ages; Dark Ages in World System History; The Kondratieff Waves as Global
Social Processes; Globalization in Historical Perspective; Emergence of a Global Polity; World
Urbanization: The Role of Settlement Systems in Human Social Evolution; Democratization: The
World-Wide Spread Of Democracy in The Modern Age; The Rise of Global Public Opinion; East Asia
In the World System; Incorporating North America into the Eurasian World-System. This volume is
aimed at the following five major target audiences: University and College Students Educators,
Professional Practitioners, Research Personnel and Policy Analysts, Managers, and Decision Makers,
NGOs and GOs.
  safavid empire definition ap world history: Translating Wisdom Shankar Nair, 2020-04-28 A
free open access ebook is available upon publication. Learn more at www.luminosoa.org. During the
height of Muslim power in Mughal South Asia, Hindu and Muslim scholars worked collaboratively to
translate a large body of Hindu Sanskrit texts into the Persian language. Translating Wisdom
reconstructs the intellectual processes and exchanges that underlay these translations. Using as a
case study the 1597 Persian rendition of the Yoga-Vasistha—an influential Sanskrit philosophical tale
whose popularity stretched across the subcontinent—Shankar Nair illustrates how these early
modern Muslim and Hindu scholars drew upon their respective religious, philosophical, and literary
traditions to forge a common vocabulary through which to understand one another. These scholars
thus achieved, Nair argues, a nuanced cultural exchange and interreligious and cross-philosophical
dialogue significant not only to South Asia’s past but also its present.
  safavid empire definition ap world history: Tamburlaine the Great Christopher Marlowe,
1592
  safavid empire definition ap world history: Shi'ite Lebanon Roschanack Shaery-Eisenlohr,
2011 Annotation By providing a new framework for understanding Shi'ite national politics in
Lebanon, Roschanack Shaery-Eisenlohr recasts the relationship between religion and nationalism in



the Middle East
  safavid empire definition ap world history: The Cambridge World History Jerry H. Bentley,
Sanjay Subrahmanyam, Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks, 2015-04-09 The era from 1400 to 1800 saw intense
biological, commercial, and cultural exchanges, and the creation of global connections on an
unprecedented scale. Divided into two books, Volume 6 of the Cambridge World History series
considers these critical transformations. The first book examines the material and political
foundations of the era, including global considerations of the environment, disease, technology, and
cities, along with regional studies of empires in the eastern and western hemispheres, crossroads
areas such as the Indian Ocean, Central Asia, and the Caribbean, and sites of competition and
conflict, including Southeast Asia, Africa, and the Mediterranean. The second book focuses on
patterns of change, examining the expansion of Christianity and Islam, migrations, warfare, and
other topics on a global scale, and offering insightful detailed analyses of the Columbian exchange,
slavery, silver, trade, entrepreneurs, Asian religions, legal encounters, plantation economies, early
industrialism, and the writing of history.
  safavid empire definition ap world history: The Communist Manifesto and Das Kapital
Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, Robert Weick, 2019-02-12 The unabridged versions of these definitive
works are now available together as a highly designed paperback with flaps with a new introduction
by Robert Weick. Part of the Knickerbocker Classics series, a modern design makes this timeless
book a perfect travel companion. Considered to be one of the most influential political writings, The
Communist Manifesto is as relevant today as when it was originally published. This pamphlet by the
German philosophers Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, published in 1884 as revolutions were
erupting across Europe, discusses class struggles and the problems of a capitalist society. After
being exiled to London, Marx published the first part of Das Kapital, a theoretical text that argues
that capitalism will create greater and greater division in wealth and welfare and ultimately be
replaced by a system of common ownership of the means of production. After Marx's death, Engels
completed and published the second and third parts from his colleague's notes. The Knickerbocker
Classics bring together the essential works of classic authors from around the world in stunning
editions to be collected and enjoyed.
  safavid empire definition ap world history: Islamic Thought Abdullah Saeed, 2006-11-22
Islamic Thought is a fresh and contemporary introduction to the philosophies and doctrines of Islam.
Abdullah Saeed, a distinguished Muslim scholar, traces the development of religious knowledge in
Islam, from the pre-modern to the modern period. The book focuses on Muslim thought, as well as
the development, production and transmission of religious knowledge, and the trends, schools and
movements that have contributed to the production of this knowledge. Key topics in Islamic culture
are explored, including the development of the Islamic intellectual tradition, the two foundation
texts, the Qur’an and Hadith, legal thought, theological thought, mystical thought, Islamic Art,
philosophical thought, political thought, and renewal, reform and rethinking today. Through this rich
and varied discussion, Saeed presents a fascinating depiction of how Islam was lived in the past and
how its adherents practise it in the present. Islamic Thought is essential reading for students
beginning the study of Islam but will also interest anyone seeking to learn more about one of the
world’s great religions.
  safavid empire definition ap world history: The Boundaries of Europe Pietro Rossi,
2015-04-24 Europe’s boundaries have mainly been shaped by cultural, religious, and political
conceptions rather than by geography. This volume of bilingual essays from renowned European
scholars outlines the transformation of Europe’s boundaries from the fall of the ancient world to the
age of decolonization, or the end of the explicit endeavor to “Europeanize” the world.From the
decline of the Roman Empire to the polycentrism of today’s world, the essays span such aspects as
the confrontation of Christian Europe with Islam and the changing role of the Mediterranean from
“mare nostrum” to a frontier between nations. Scandinavia, eastern Europe and the Atlantic are also
analyzed as boundaries in the context of exploration, migratory movements, cultural exchanges, and
war. The Boundaries of Europe, edited by Pietro Rossi, is the first installment in the ALLEA book



series Discourses on Intellectual Europe, which seeks to explore the question of an intrinsic or
quintessential European identity in light of the rising skepticism towards Europe as an integrated
cultural and intellectual region.
  safavid empire definition ap world history: The Political Economy of Iran Farhad Gohardani,
Zahra Tizro, 2019-03-07 This study entails a theoretical reading of the Iranian modern history and
follows an interdisciplinary agenda at the intersection of philosophy, psychoanalysis, economics, and
politics and intends to offer a novel framework for the analysis of socio-economic development in
Iran in the modern era. A brief review of Iranian modern history from the Constitutional Revolution
to the Oil Nationalization Movement, the 1979 Islamic Revolution, and the recent Reformist and
Green Movements demonstrates that Iranian people travelled full circle. This historical experience
of socio-economic development revolving around the bitter question of “Why are we backward?” and
its manifestation in perpetual socio-political instability and violence is the subject matter of this
study. Michel Foucault’s conceived relation between the production of truth and production of
wealth captures the essence of hypothesis offered in this study. Foucault (1980: 93–94) maintains
that “In the last analysis, we must produce truth as we must produce wealth; indeed we must
produce truth in order to produce wealth in the first place.” Based on a hybrid methodology
combining hermeneutics of understanding and hermeneutics of suspicion, this monograph proposes
that the failure to produce wealth has had particular roots in the failure in the production of truth
and trust. At the heart of the proposed theoretical model is the following formula: the Iranian
subject’s confused preference structure culminates in the formation of unstable coalitions which in
turn leads to institutional failure, creating a chaotic social order and a turbulent history as
experienced by the Iranian nation in the modern era. As such, the society oscillates between the
chaotic states of socio-political anarchy emanating from irreconcilable differences between and
within social assemblages and their affiliated hybrid forms of regimes of truth in the springs of
freedom and repressive states of order in the winters of discontent. Each time, after the experience
of chaos, the order is restored based on the emergence of a final arbiter (Iranian leviathan) as the
evolved coping strategy for achieving conflict resolution. This highly volatile truth cycle produces
the experience of socio-economic backwardness and violence. The explanatory power of the
theoretical framework offered in the study exploring the relation between the production of truth,
trust, and wealth is demonstrated via providing historical examples from strong events of Iranian
modern history. The significant policy implications of the model are explored. This monograph will
appeal to researchers, scholars, graduate students, policy makers and anyone interested in the
Middle Eastern politics, Iran, development studies and political economy.
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