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sharp stick parents guide is essential for families considering watching Lena Dunham’s
2022 film, “Sharp Stick.” This article provides a comprehensive overview of the movie’s
content, themes, and suitability for different age groups. Parents seeking information will
find details about the film’s rating, mature themes, language, sexual content, and violence.
We’ll also discuss key messages, potential triggers, and tips for discussing the film with
teens. This guide is designed to help parents make informed decisions, ensuring you
understand what to expect before viewing. Read on for a detailed breakdown of “Sharp
Stick,” its age appropriateness, and recommendations for family viewing.
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Overview of Sharp Stick

“Sharp Stick” is a coming-of-age drama written and directed by Lena Dunham, released in
2022. The film centers on Sarah Jo, a naïve young woman navigating adulthood, sexuality,
and personal growth after an affair with her employer. With its candid exploration of
intimacy, self-discovery, and family dynamics, “Sharp Stick” has garnered attention for its
bold storytelling and complex characters. The movie features performances by Kristine
Froseth, Jon Bernthal, and Jennifer Jason Leigh. Its narrative blends humor and drama,
challenging viewers with frank depictions of sexual exploration and emotional vulnerability.
Understanding the film’s content is crucial for parents evaluating its suitability for teens or
young adults.



Understanding the Movie’s Rating and Content

Official Rating

“Sharp Stick” is rated R by the Motion Picture Association. This rating is given for strong
sexual content, nudity, graphic discussions, and mature themes. The R rating means
viewers under 17 require accompanying parent or adult guardian, highlighting the
importance of parental discretion.

Reasons for the Rating

Explicit sexual scenes and nudity

Frequent adult language

Mature themes including infidelity and self-discovery

Occasional drug and alcohol use

Emotional and psychological intensity

Understanding these elements helps parents gauge whether the film aligns with their family
values and what conversations may be necessary before or after viewing.

Sexual Content and Mature Themes

Depiction of Sexuality

Sexual content is central to “Sharp Stick,” as the protagonist’s journey revolves around her
sexual awakening and experiences. The film contains multiple scenes of explicit sexual
activity, nudity, and candid discussions about sex. These depictions are intended to explore
vulnerability, consent, and personal boundaries, but may be uncomfortable for younger
viewers.

Mature Relationships and Infidelity

The storyline features an affair between Sarah Jo and her married employer, highlighting
themes of infidelity, complex adult relationships, and consequences of emotional decisions.
The film addresses issues of trust, betrayal, and the impact of secrecy within personal



connections.

Language and Dialogue

Profanity and Adult Language

“Sharp Stick” contains frequent use of strong language, including profanity and sexual
references. The dialogue is authentic to the characters' experiences but may be considered
harsh or inappropriate for younger audiences. Parents should be aware of the tone and
vocabulary used throughout the film.

Communication Style

The film’s conversations are open, often blunt, and sometimes explicit. Characters discuss
sexuality, boundaries, and emotional challenges without censorship. This style supports the
film’s themes but requires parental consideration regarding age appropriateness.

Violence and Sensitive Content

Physical Violence

While “Sharp Stick” does not focus on physical violence, there are occasional emotionally
intense scenes. No graphic violence or gore is depicted, but the emotional confrontations
can be raw and impactful.

Sensitive Topics and Potential Triggers

Infidelity and betrayal

Sexual insecurity and trauma

Body image and self-esteem

Family dysfunction and communication issues

Parents should consider these themes, as they may be triggering for viewers with related
personal experiences.



Key Messages and Discussion Points

Themes of Self-Discovery

A major theme in “Sharp Stick” is personal growth through self-discovery. The protagonist
learns about sexuality, emotional resilience, and asserting boundaries. These messages
encourage conversations about healthy relationships and self-respect.

Family Dynamics and Support

Family relationships are depicted with nuance, showing both support and conflict. The film
explores how family influences personal decisions and emotional well-being. It offers
opportunities to discuss communication, empathy, and navigating difficult conversations.

Empowerment and Consent

The narrative emphasizes the importance of consent, empowerment, and making informed
choices. Parents can use these themes to discuss respect for oneself and others, as well as
the significance of understanding and expressing personal boundaries.

Age Recommendations and Parental Guidance

Suggested Age Group

“Sharp Stick” is best suited for mature teens (16+) and adults due to its explicit content
and complex subject matter. Parents are advised to preview the film or read detailed
reviews before allowing younger viewers to watch.

Parental Involvement

Watch with your teen to facilitate discussion

Address any questions about sexuality or relationships

Provide context for mature themes and sensitive issues

Encourage open, judgement-free communication



Parental guidance is crucial for helping young viewers process the film’s messages and
navigate any discomfort or confusion.

Tips for Talking with Teens

Facilitating Meaningful Conversations

Discussing “Sharp Stick” with teens can be a valuable opportunity to address topics like
sexuality, self-esteem, and consent. Encourage your teen to share their thoughts, ask
questions, and express any concerns about the film’s content.

Addressing Sensitive Subjects

Validate your teen’s feelings and experiences

Avoid judgment or criticism

Provide factual information about sexual health and relationships

Share personal perspectives if comfortable

Refer to professional resources for further support if needed

Open dialogue helps teens develop critical thinking skills and fosters trust within the family.

Conclusion

This sharp stick parents guide delivers a thorough analysis of the movie’s rating, mature
content, and suitability for different age groups. “Sharp Stick” is a provocative film with
strong themes of sexuality, family, and personal growth. By understanding its explicit
content, language, and emotional complexity, parents can make informed decisions and
prepare for meaningful discussions with teens. Consider your family’s values and comfort
level before watching, and use the film as a springboard for important conversations about
relationships and self-awareness.

Q: What is the official rating of “Sharp Stick” and why?
A: “Sharp Stick” is rated R for strong sexual content, nudity, mature themes, and frequent
adult language.



Q: Is “Sharp Stick” appropriate for children or young
teens?
A: Due to its explicit sexual content, mature themes, and strong language, it is not
recommended for children or young teens.

Q: What are the main themes parents should be aware
of in “Sharp Stick”?
A: The film explores sexuality, personal growth, infidelity, family dynamics, consent, and
emotional vulnerability.

Q: Does “Sharp Stick” contain graphic violence?
A: No, the film does not feature graphic violence or gore, but it includes emotionally intense
scenes.

Q: How can parents discuss the film’s mature content
with their teens?
A: Parents can facilitate open discussions, provide factual information, validate feelings,
and encourage questions about sexuality and relationships.

Q: Are there any potential triggers in the film?
A: Yes, themes of infidelity, sexual insecurity, body image, and family dysfunction may be
triggering for sensitive viewers.

Q: What age group is “Sharp Stick” best suited for?
A: The film is most appropriate for mature teens (16+) and adults.

Q: Is there a positive message or takeaway from “Sharp
Stick”?
A: The film emphasizes self-discovery, empowerment, personal boundaries, and the
importance of communication.

Q: Can parents watch “Sharp Stick” with their teens?
A: Yes, but parental guidance is advised to address questions and discuss mature themes
constructively.



Q: What’s the best way to prepare for family viewing of
“Sharp Stick”?
A: Preview the film, review its content, consider your family’s comfort level, and plan for
post-viewing discussions about key themes.
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Sharp Stick Parents Guide: Navigating the Complexities
of a Challenging Book

Are you a parent grappling with the decision of whether or not to allow your child to read "Sharp
Stick"? This provocative novel by Beth Ann Fennelly tackles mature themes that might not be
suitable for all ages. This comprehensive guide provides a parent's perspective, offering insights into
the book's content, potential discussion points, and ultimately, helping you decide if it's the right fit
for your child. We'll delve into the themes, language, and overall impact of the book, giving you the
tools to make an informed decision.

Understanding the Content of "Sharp Stick"

"Sharp Stick" is a coming-of-age story, but it's far from typical. It delves into complex themes that
require careful consideration before sharing it with younger readers. The novel explores:

Sexuality and Relationships: The book features explicit depictions of sexual encounters and
relationships, exploring diverse forms of intimacy and the complexities of human connection. The
portrayal is not always idealized and might raise questions about consent and healthy relationships.

Mental Health: The protagonist, Marin, grapples with issues related to naivety, mental health, and
trauma. Her journey of self-discovery involves confronting difficult emotions and experiences.
Understanding the complexities of mental health is crucial in guiding discussions with your child.

Identity and Self-Discovery: Marin's journey is one of self-discovery, as she navigates her
relationships, her body, and her place in the world. The exploration of identity can be powerful and
thought-provoking but might be overwhelming for younger readers.
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Social Commentary: The novel subtly weaves in social commentary, touching on societal
expectations, the pressures faced by young women, and power dynamics in relationships.

Language and Tone: What to Expect

The language used in "Sharp Stick" is candid and mature. It contains explicit sexual references and
descriptions, which parents should be aware of before letting their children read it. The tone is often
darkly humorous and introspective, reflecting the protagonist's unique perspective.

Suitable Age Range: A Parent's Perspective

There's no single answer to the question of what age is appropriate for reading "Sharp Stick." It's a
book that invites intense reflection and deals with mature themes that might be emotionally
challenging for younger readers. Consider your child's maturity level, their reading experience, and
their ability to process complex themes and emotionally challenging content. A teenager who's
already engaged in discussions about sexuality, mental health, and relationships might be better
equipped to handle the book than a younger reader. For younger readers, discussing the themes
beforehand might help prepare them, but careful consideration is essential.

Guiding Discussions After Reading

"Sharp Stick" is a great starting point for meaningful conversations. After your child has read the
book, engage them in discussions about:

Consent and Healthy Relationships: Explore the different types of relationships portrayed in the
book and discuss the importance of consent and healthy boundaries.
Mental Health: Discuss Marin's experiences with mental health and the importance of seeking help
when needed.
Identity and Self-Discovery: Encourage your child to reflect on their own identity and journey of self-
discovery.
Social Commentary: Talk about the societal messages and pressures portrayed in the book and how
they relate to real life.

These discussions can be invaluable in helping your child understand the complexities of the adult
world and develop critical thinking skills.



Alternatives for Younger Readers

If you feel "Sharp Stick" is not appropriate for your child's age or maturity level, there are many
other books that explore similar themes in a more age-appropriate way. Look for young adult novels
that deal with coming-of-age, identity, and relationships without the explicit content found in "Sharp
Stick."

Conclusion

"Sharp Stick" is a thought-provoking and challenging novel that requires careful consideration
before being shared with a young reader. This parent's guide aims to provide you with the
information needed to make an informed decision. Ultimately, the decision of whether or not your
child should read this book should be based on your knowledge of their maturity level and your
ability to facilitate meaningful discussions afterward. Remember, open communication and guidance
are crucial in navigating complex literature with your children.

FAQs

1. Is "Sharp Stick" suitable for all teenagers? No, the book's explicit content and complex themes
make it unsuitable for all teenagers. Consider your child's individual maturity level and capacity for
processing challenging material.

2. What are the most challenging themes in "Sharp Stick"? The most challenging themes include
explicit sexual content, mental health struggles, and complex portrayals of relationships.

3. Are there any similar books that are more age-appropriate? Yes, many young adult novels explore
similar themes of self-discovery and relationships without the explicit content found in "Sharp Stick."

4. How can I prepare my child for reading "Sharp Stick"? Having a pre-reading discussion about the
book's themes and mature content can help prepare your child for what to expect.

5. What should I do if my child has questions or concerns after reading "Sharp Stick"? Create a safe
space for open dialogue. Listen to their concerns, answer their questions honestly, and use the book
as a springboard for further discussions about important life issues.

  sharp stick parents guide: The Parents' Guide to Boys Abigail James, 2012-11-28 Raising a boy
poses unique challenges. This entertaining and informative user’s manual will help you work with
your son to prepare him for school. Abigail James’s experiences as a teacher, mother of a son, and
lifelong learner confirm her belief that parents want to give their children the best preparation for
life they possibly can. If you have a son—or know someone who’s raising a boy—here’s the book



you’ve been looking for. Its clear, practical advice will guide you through preparing your child for
school and for life. Packed with activities you can implement immediately, humorous examples you’ll
remember forever, and wisdom Abigail has acquired in the trenches, The Parents’ Guide to Boys is a
book you’ll quote often and go back to again and again. No matter whether your son is eight months
or eighteen years old, Abigail has tips for giving him a great head start, keeping him engaged in the
classroom, and creating a happy, self-sufficient young man.
  sharp stick parents guide: Anorexia And Bulimia: A Parent's Guide To Recognising Eating
Disorders and Taking Control Dee Dawson, 2012-05-31 Anorexia nervosa is a condition in which
sufferers diet continually and starve themselves. They may also use laxatives, vomiting or exercise
excessively in order to control weight. Anorexia usually occurs in young women, starting in their
teens, and it is estimated that about 2 per cent of all young women suffer from it. Bulimia is an
eating disorder which is also on the rise among young people. They use the binge/purge cycle to
extreme in their attempts to control their weight. This is a comprehensive, positive and practical
guide to detecting the early signs of eating disorders and then curing them. Written with years of
experience and expertise, it encourages parents to understand the illness, overcome their fears and
take control of the situation, whether that means enforcing a strict meal plan or taking the decision
to seek professional help. The book includes early signs to look out for; the possible effects of the
illness, both physical and psychological; the treatments available and, most importantly, the plan,
which helps parents to take positive action and really make a difference to their child's life.
  sharp stick parents guide: Lord of the Flies Centenary Edition William Golding,
2011-11-01 The classic novel by William Golding With a new Introduction by Stephen King To me
Lord of the Flies has always represented what novels are for, what makes them indispensable.
-Stephen King Golding's classic, startling, and perennially bestselling portrait of human nature
remains as provocative today as when it was first published. This beautiful new edition features
French flaps and rough fronts, making it a must-have for fans of this seminal work. William Golding's
compelling story about a group of very ordinary small boys marooned on a coral island has become a
modern classic. At first it seems as though it is all going to be great fun; but the fun before long
becomes furious and life on the island turns into a nightmare of panic and death. As ordinary
standards of behaviour collapse, the whole world the boys know collapses with them—the world of
cricket and homework and adventure stories—and another world is revealed beneath, primitive and
terrible. Lord of the Flies remains as provocative today as when it was first published in 1954,
igniting passionate debate with its startling, brutal portrait of human nature. Though critically
acclaimed, it was largely ignored upon its initial publication. Yet soon it became a cult favorite
among both students and literary critics who compared it to J.D. Salinger's The Catcher in the Rye in
its influence on modern thought and literature. Labeled a parable, an allegory, a myth, a morality
tale, a parody, a political treatise, even a vision of the apocalypse, Lord of the Flies has established
itself as a true classic.
  sharp stick parents guide: The Parents’ Guide to Climate Revolution Mary DeMocker,
2018-03-05 “Relax,” writes author Mary DeMocker, “this isn’t another light bulb list. It’s not another
overwhelming pile of parental ‘to dos’ designed to shrink your family’s carbon footprint through
eco-superheroism.” Instead, DeMocker lays out a lively, empowering, and doable blueprint for
engaging families in the urgent endeavor of climate revolution. In this book’s brief, action-packed
chapters, you’ll learn hundreds of wide-ranging ideas for being part of the revolution — from
embracing simplicity parenting, to freeing yourself from dead-end science debates, to teaching kids
about the power of creative protest, to changing your lifestyle in ways that deepen family bonds,
improve moods, and reduce your impact on the Earth. Engaging and creative, this vital resource is
for everyone who wants to act effectively — and empower children to do the same.
  sharp stick parents guide: Food for Lambs; Or, A Guide to Infant Teachers and Parents in the
Religious Instruction of Young Children L. A. Holdich, 1856
  sharp stick parents guide: Monstrous Devices Damien Love, 2018-10-16 “I enjoyed everything
about Damien Love’s debut—its title, its breakneck action, its sly sense of humor. I wish my first



novel had been as imaginative and assured.” —Anthony Horowitz, New York Times bestselling
author of the Alex Rider series On a winter’s day in a British town, twelve-year old Alex receives a
package in the mail: an old tin robot from his grandfather. “This one is special,” says the enclosed
note, and when strange events start occurring around him, Alex suspects this small toy is more than
special; it might be deadly. Right as things get out of hand, Alex’s grandfather arrives, pulling him
away from an attack—and his otherwise humdrum world of friends, bullies, and homework—and into
the macabre magic of an ancient family feud. Together, the duo flees across snowy Europe,
unraveling the riddle of the little robot while trying to outwit relentless assassins of the human and
mechanical kind. With an ever-present admiration for the hidden mysteries of our world, Monstrous
Devices plunges readers into a gripping adventure that’s sure to surprise.
  sharp stick parents guide: Mortal Engines Philip Reeve, 2003-11 In the distant future, when
cities move about and consume smaller towns, a fifteen-year-old apprentice is pushed out of London
by the man he most admires and must seek answers in the perilous Out-Country, aided by one girl
and the memory of another.
  sharp stick parents guide: Just Like That Gary D. Schmidt, 2021-01-05 In this poignant,
perceptive, witty novel, Gary D. Schmidt brings authenticity and emotion to multiple plot strands,
weaving in themes of grief, loss, redemption, achievement, and love. Following the death of her
closest friend in summer 1968, Meryl Lee Kowalski goes off to St. Elene's Preparatory Academy for
Girls, where she struggles to navigate the venerable boarding school's traditions and a social
structure heavily weighted toward students from wealthy backgrounds. In a parallel story, Matt
Coffin has wound up on the Maine coast near St. Elene's with a pillowcase full of money lifted from
the leader of a criminal gang, fearing the gang's relentless, destructive pursuit. Both young people
gradually dispel their loneliness, finding a way to be hopeful and also finding each other.
  sharp stick parents guide: Nine, Ten: A September 11 Story Nora Raleigh Baskin,
2017-05-16 Includes a reading group guide with discussion questions.
  sharp stick parents guide: The Incredible Journey Sheila Burnford, 2015-05-01 A classic
Canadian story of the bravery and ingenuity of three animals who find their way home. First
published in 1961, The Incredible Journey tells the story of three pets: a young Labrador retriever,
an old bull terrier, and a Siamese cat. While their owners are away in England, they are being cared
for by a family friend at his home in the country. But a miscommunication occurs between the friend
and his housekeeper when he goes on a hunting trip, and the animals are left alone for a several
hours, with a gnawing instinct that something has gone wrong. They soon set off on a journey to find
home, which instinct tells them is to the west. They travel 400 kilometres across the Northern
Ontario wilderness, facing many obstacles along the way: swift-flowing rivers and the rugged
landscape; wild animals and unsympathetic humans; starvation, injuries and sheer exhaustion.
Separately they would not have survived, but together this disparate group prevails, and they find
their way home to the family they love.
  sharp stick parents guide: Sharpe's Battle Bernard Cornwell, 2012 Set in 1811, during some
of the worst fighting of the Napoleonic Wars, Richard Sharpe is given responsibility of an Irish
battalion of ceremonial troops who are poorly equipped and untrained for battle.
  sharp stick parents guide: How to Talk When Kids Won't Listen Joanna Faber, Julie King,
2021-08-03 An all-new guide from the mega-bestselling How To Talk series applies trusted and
effective communication strategies to the toughest challenges of raising children. For forty years,
readers have turned to Adele Faber and Elaine Mazlish’s How To Talk So Kids Will Listen & Listen
So Kids Will Talk, the book The Boston Globe called, “the parenting Bible,” for a respectful and
practical approach to communication with children. Expanding upon this work, Adele’s daughter,
Joanna Faber, along with Julie King, coauthored the bestselling book, How To Talk So Little Kids Will
Listen. Now, Faber and King have tailored How To Talk’s tried and trusted communication
strategies to some of the most challenging childhood moments. From tantrums to technology to
talking to kids about tough topics, How To Talk When Kids Won’t Listen offers concrete strategies
for these and many more difficult situations. Part One introduces readers to the How To Talk



“toolbox,” with whimsical cartoons demonstrating the basic communication skills that will transform
readers’ relationships with children in their lives. In Part Two, Joanna and Julie answer specific
questions and share relatable stories, offering practical tools for addressing issues such as
homework hassles, sibling battles, digital dilemmas, problems with punishment, and more. Readers
can turn directly to any topic of interest and find the help they need, with handy “reminder pages.”
Through the combination of lively stories from real parents and teachers, humorous illustrations,
and entertaining exercises, How To Talk When Kids Won’t Listen offers real solutions to struggles
familiar to every parent, grandparent, teacher, and anyone else who lives or works with children.
  sharp stick parents guide: The Smart Dad's Guide to Daughters Jess MacCallum, Dale
Reeves, 2014-07-01 The Smart Dad’s Guide to Daughters will encourage your faith, challenge you
spiritually, and give you real-life advice on how to parent girls with wisdom and confidence.
Biblically-based advice will equip you to guide your girls in the Christian faith—plus, you’ll
encounter some humorous, common-sense tips along the way. Each of these 101 accessible chapters
wraps up with thought-provoking quotations and questions, making The Smart Dad’s Guide to
Daughters a perfect book to read alone or with other fathers of girls.
  sharp stick parents guide: 12 Simple Secrets Real Moms Know Michele Borba, 2010-12-10
Best-selling parenting guru Michele Borba, the mother of three, has surveyed 5,000 mothers for
their experience and wisdom in raising happier, more confident kids by returning to a more natural,
authentic kind of mothering. She shares 12 top secrets of successful moms culled from her research
and shows how to apply them to your family. You’ll learn how to... Apply the 12 essential principles
that child experts and 5,000 parents say matter most in good mothering Raise children with
confidence, resilience, and character Create a customized mothering plan and use it so it leads to
success with your child Cut the guilt and reduce the stress by sticking to what really counts in
parenting good kids today Discover simple ways to make big differences in your family’s life
  sharp stick parents guide: Rules of the House Mac Barnett, 2018-03-04 Ian always follows
the rules. His sister, Jenny, breaks them all the time -- especially Don't pinch. So Ian is thrilled when
the house where his family is vacationing posts a tidy list of rules. But when Jenny breaks them all,
the house itself decides it's time for payback. The rug, the stove, and the bathtub are hungry for
rulebreaker soup, and they've found the perfect ingredient: Jenny! Now Ian is faced with a thorny
question: What if saving your sister means breaking the rules? From the New York Times
best-selling team of Mac Barnett and Matthew Myers comes a hilarious tale of sibling rivalry, moral
complexity, and disgruntled monsters, perfect for sharing with your own favorite rulebreakers.
Praise for Count the Monkeys This spot-on spoof of counting books is the perfect reward for anyone
who's put in a hard day's work with numbers, big or small. -- Publishers Weekly, starred review
Praise for Oh No! Not Again! Wonderfully ridiculous in premise and execution and abounding in
creative touches, this will surely spark student spinoffs. -- Kirkus Reviews, starred review Praise for
Chloe and the Lion [R]at-a-tat dialogue and fresh visuals should keep it at the top of the bedtime
pile. -- Publishers Weekly Praise for Mustache Youngsters will get a kick out of this kingly comedy?.
-- Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books Praise for Oh No! * A must-have. -- Kirkus Reviews,
starred review Praise for Billy Twitters and His Blue Whale Problem Definitely funny and slyly
subversive. -Kirkus Reviews, starred review
  sharp stick parents guide: Girl Last Seen Nina Laurin, 2017-06-20 An intense psychological
thriller for readers of I Am Watching You,The Luckiest Girl Alive, and All the Missing Girls. Two
missing girls. Thirteen years apart. Olivia Shaw has been missing since last Tuesday. She was last
seen outside the entrance of her elementary school in Hunts Point wearing a white spring jacket,
blue jeans, and pink boots. I force myself to look at the face in the photo, into her slightly smudged
features, and I can't bring myself to move. Olivia Shaw could be my mirror image, rewound to
thirteen years ago. If you have any knowledge of Olivia Shaw's whereabouts or any relevant
information, please contact... I've spent a long time peering into the faces of girls on missing
posters, wondering which one replaced me in that basement. But they were never quite the right
age, the right look, the right circumstances. Until Olivia Shaw, missing for one week tomorrow.



Whoever stole me was never found. But since I was taken, there hasn't been another girl. And now
there is.
  sharp stick parents guide: The Night Gardener George Pelecanos, 2006-08-08 Gus Ramone is
good police, a former Internal Affairs investigator now working homicide for the city's Violent Crime
branch. His new case involves the death of a local teenager named Asa whose body has been found
in a local community garden. The murder unearths intense memories of a case Ramone worked as a
patrol cop twenty years earlier, when he and his partner, Dan Doc Holiday, assisted a legendary
detective named T. C. Cook. The series of murders, all involving local teenage victims, was never
solved. In the years since, Holiday has left the force under a cloud of morals charges, and now finds
work as a bodyguard and driver. Cook has retired, but he has never stopped agonizing about the
Night Gardener killings.The new case draws the three men together on a grim mission to finish the
work that has haunted them for years. All the love, regret, and anger that once burned between
them comes rushing back, and old ghosts walk once more as the men try to lay to rest the monster
who has stalked their dreams. Bigger and even more unstoppable than his previous thrillers, George
Pelecanos achieves in The Night Gardener what his brilliant career has been building toward: a
novel that is a perfect union of suspense, character, and unstoppable fate.
  sharp stick parents guide: The Luck Uglies Paul Durham, 2014-04-29 The first in a series with
the makings of a modern classic, The Luck Uglies is an irresistible cross between Chris Colfer's Land
of Stories series and Kelly Barnhill's The Girl Who Drank the Moon, overflowing with adventure,
secrets, friendship, and magic. Rye O'Chanter has seen a lot of strange things happen in Village
Drowning: Children are chased through the streets. Families are fined for breaking laws that don't
even exist. Girls aren't allowed to read anymore, and certain books—books that hold secrets about
Drowning's past—have been outlawed altogether. Now a terrifying encounter has eleven-year-old
Rye convinced that the monstrous, supposedly extinct Bog Noblins have returned. Before the
monsters disappeared, there was only one way to defeat them—the Luck Uglies. But the Luck Uglies
have long since been exiled, and there's nobody left who can protect the village. As Rye dives into
Drowning's maze of secrets, rules, and lies, she begins to question everything she's been told about
the village's legend of outlaws and beasts . . . and what she'll discover is that it may take a villain to
save them from the monsters. This critically acclaimed debut middle grade novel was named an ALA
Notable Book and a New York Public Library Title for Reading and Sharing and won the Cybil Award
for Middle Grade Speculative Fiction and a Sunshine State Young Readers Award.
  sharp stick parents guide: Growing Up Drug Free , 1992
  sharp stick parents guide: Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair Game Michael Lewis,
2004-03-17 Michael Lewis’s instant classic may be “the most influential book on sports ever written”
(People), but “you need know absolutely nothing about baseball to appreciate the wit, snap, economy
and incisiveness of [Lewis’s] thoughts about it” (Janet Maslin, New York Times). One of GQ's 50 Best
Books of Literary Journalism of the 21st Century Just before the 2002 season opens, the Oakland
Athletics must relinquish its three most prominent (and expensive) players and is written off by just
about everyone—but then comes roaring back to challenge the American League record for
consecutive wins. How did one of the poorest teams in baseball win so many games? In a quest to
discover the answer, Michael Lewis delivers not only “the single most influential baseball book ever”
(Rob Neyer, Slate) but also what “may be the best book ever written on business” (Weekly
Standard). Lewis first looks to all the logical places—the front offices of major league teams, the
coaches, the minds of brilliant players—but discovers the real jackpot is a cache of
numbers?numbers!?collected over the years by a strange brotherhood of amateur baseball
enthusiasts: software engineers, statisticians, Wall Street analysts, lawyers, and physics professors.
What these numbers prove is that the traditional yardsticks of success for players and teams are
fatally flawed. Even the box score misleads us by ignoring the crucial importance of the humble
base-on-balls. This information had been around for years, and nobody inside Major League Baseball
paid it any mind. And then came Billy Beane, general manager of the Oakland Athletics. He paid
attention to those numbers?with the second-lowest payroll in baseball at his disposal he had to?to



conduct an astonishing experiment in finding and fielding a team that nobody else wanted. In a
narrative full of fabulous characters and brilliant excursions into the unexpected, Michael Lewis
shows us how and why the new baseball knowledge works. He also sets up a sly and hilarious
morality tale: Big Money, like Goliath, is always supposed to win . . . how can we not cheer for
David?
  sharp stick parents guide: The Only Baby Book You'll Ever Need Marian Edelman Borden,
Ellen Bowers, Vincent Iannelli, 2014-01-18 Advice on diaper rash, late-night feedings, swaddling,
teething, vaccinations, potty training, picky eaters, tantrums, and more!.
  sharp stick parents guide: Sunny Makes a Splash: A Graphic Novel (Sunny #4) Jennifer
L. Holm, 2021-09-21 The latest in the New York Times bestselling Sunny series brings Sunny into a
sink-or-swim summer, where she needs to float her first job and dive into her first maybe-flirtation.
It's summer, and Sunny is BORED. Most of her friends are out of town. Her mom wants her to
baby-sit way more than Sunny wants to baby-sit. There's nothing good on TV. The only place that's
cool (in a not-boring sense) and cool (in a not-hot sense) is the community pool. Sunny loves going
there . . . and loves it even more when she's offered a job at the snack shack. Soon she's flinging
fries and serving soft ice-cream like a pro . . . with the assistance of the very sweet boy who works
with her. Sunny's mom isn't sure Sunny should be quite so independent. But Sunny is definitely sure:
Life is best when it's free swim.
  sharp stick parents guide: Mother In the Dark Kayla Maiuri, 2023-08-08 Tender and
unsparing, this is a novel to hold onto. —Crystal Hana Kim, author of If You Leave Me “A masterfully
written novel, alive and lyrical, a hypnotic rendering of the mess and the tenderness of family life.”
—Claire Lombardo, author of The Most Fun We Ever Had A novel about family secrets and a volatile
relationship between a mother and her daughters. When Anna’s sister calls with an urgent message,
Anna doesn’t return the call. She knows it’s about their mother. Growing up in an Italian American
family in working-class Boston, Anna lives a simple but comfortable childhood--filled with homemade
meals and front-porch gatherings in a close-knit neighborhood. She and her sisters are devoted to
their mother, orbiting her like the sun, trying to keep up with her loving but mercurial nature. When
their father gets a new job outside the city, the family is tossed unceremoniously into a middle-class
suburban existence. Anna's mother is suddenly adrift, and the darkness lurking inside her ignites.
Her daughters, isolated and trapped with her in their new house, do everything they can to keep her
from unraveling. Alternating between Anna's childhood and her twenties, when she receives a
shattering call about her mother that threatens to blow up her precariously constructed life in New
York, Mother in the Dark asks whether we can ever return home when the idea of home is fraught
with instability. This story about sisterhood, the complications of class, and the chains of inheritance
between mothers and daughters delivers an unvarnished portrayal of the fragile horrors of domestic
life and a young woman consumed by her past.
  sharp stick parents guide: The Bad Guys Aaron Blabey, 2017 They sound like bad guys, they
look like bad guys ... and they even smell like bad guys. But Mr. Wolf, Mr. Piranha, Mr. Snake, and
Mr. Shark are tired of being the villains. Mr. Wolf has a daring plan for the Bad Guys' first good
mission. They are going to break two hundred dogs out of the Maximum Security City Dog Pound.
Will Operation Dog Pound go smoothly? Will the Bad Guys become the Good Guys? And will Mr.
Snake please stop swallowing Mr. Piranha?!
  sharp stick parents guide: The Play Elle Kennedy, 2019-10-07 A brand-new standalone novel
in the New York Times bestselling Briar U series! What I learned after last year’s distractions cost
my hockey team our entire season? No more screwing up. No more screwing, period. As the new
team captain, I need a new philosophy: hockey and school now, women later. Which means that I,
Hunter Davenport, am officially going celibate…no matter how hard that makes things. But there’s
nothing in the rulebook that says I can’t be friends with a woman. And I won’t lie—my new classmate
Demi Davis is one cool chick. Her smart mouth is hot as hell, and so is the rest of her, but the fact
that she’s got a boyfriend eliminates the temptation to touch her. Except three months into our
friendship, Demi is single and looking for a rebound. And she’s making a play for me. Avoiding her is



impossible. We’re paired up on a yearlong school project, but I’m confident I can resist her. We’d
never work, anyway. Our backgrounds are too different, our goals aren’t aligned, and her parents
hate my guts. Hooking up is a very bad idea. Now I just have to convince my body—and my heart.
  sharp stick parents guide: The Raft S. A. Bodeen, 2012-08-21 Robbie's last-minute flight to
the Midway Atoll proves to be a nightmare when the plane goes down in shark-infested waters.
Fighting for her life, the co-pilot Max pulls her onto the raft, and that's when the real terror begins.
  sharp stick parents guide: All This Could Be Different Sarah Thankam Mathews, 2023-08-01
2022 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST ONE OF THE LOS ANGELES TIMES' TOP 5 FICTION
BOOKS OF THE YEAR ONE OF TIME AND SLATE'S TOP 10 BOOKS OF THE YEAR Named one of
the BEST BOOKS OF 2022 by NPR, Vogue, Vulture, BuzzFeed, Harper's Bazaar, and more “One of
the buzziest, most human novels of the year…breathless, dizzying, and completely beautiful.”
—Vogue “Dazzling and wholly original...[written] with such mordant wit, insight, and specificity, it
feels like watching a new literary star being born in real time.” —Entertainment Weekly From a
brilliant new voice comes an electrifying novel of a young immigrant building a life for herself—a
warm, dazzling, and profound saga of queer love, friendship, work, and precarity in twenty-first
century America Graduating into the long maw of an American recession, Sneha is one of the
fortunate ones. She’s moved to Milwaukee for an entry-level corporate job that, grueling as it may
be, is the key that unlocks every door: she can pick up the tab at dinner with her new friend Tig, get
her college buddy Thom hired alongside her, and send money to her parents back in India. She
begins dating women—soon developing a burning crush on Marina, a beguiling and beautiful dancer
who always seems just out of reach. But before long, trouble arrives. Painful secrets rear their
heads; jobs go off the rails; evictions loom. Sneha struggles to be truly close and open with anybody,
even as her friendships deepen, even as she throws herself headlong into a dizzying romance with
Marina. It’s then that Tig begins to draw up a radical solution to their problems, hoping to save them
all. A beautiful and capacious novel rendered in singular, unforgettable prose, All This Could Be
Different is a wise, tender, and riveting group portrait of young people forging love and community
amidst struggle, and a moving story of one immigrant’s journey to make her home in the world.
  sharp stick parents guide: Wolf Hollow Lauren Wolk, 2016-05-03 A Newbery Honor Book New
York Times Bestseller “Wolf Hollow has stayed with me long after I closed the book. It has the feel of
an instant classic. —Linda Sue Park, Newbery Medalist and New York Times bestselling author of A
Long Walk to Water “This book matters.” —Sara Pennypacker, New York Times bestselling author of
Pax Despite growing up in the shadows cast by two world wars, Annabelle has lived a mostly quiet,
steady life in her small Pennsylvania town. Until the day new student Betty Glengarry walks into her
class. Betty quickly reveals herself to be cruel and manipulative, and though her bullying seems
isolated at first, it quickly escalates. Toby, a reclusive World War I veteran, soon becomes the target
of Betty’s attacks. While others see Toby’s strangeness, Annabelle knows only kindness. And as
tensions mount in their small community, Annabelle must find the courage to stand as a lone voice
for justice. The brilliantly crafted debut of Newbery Honor– and Scott O'Dell Award–winning author
Lauren Wolk (Beyond the Bright Sea, Echo Mountain), Wolf Hollow is a haunting tale of America at a
crossroads and a time when one girl’s resilience, strength, and compassion help to illuminate the
darkest corners of history.
  sharp stick parents guide: The New York Times Book Review , 1979 Presents extended
reviews of noteworthy books, short reviews, essays and articles on topics and trends in publishing,
literature, culture and the arts. Includes lists of best sellers (hardcover and paperback).
  sharp stick parents guide: The Night and Its Moon Piper CJ, 2022-09-20 An addictive
fantasy romance from TikTok sensation Piper CJ, now newly revised and edited. Two orphans grow
into powerful young women as they face countless threats to find their way back to each other.
Farleigh is just an orphanage. At least, that's what the church would have the people believe, but
beautiful orphans Nox and fae-touched Amaris know better. They are commodities for sale, available
for purchase by the highest bidder. So when the madame of a notorious brothel in a far-off city offers
a king's ransom to purchase Amaris, Nox ends up taking her place — while Amaris is drawn away to



the mountains, home of mysterious assassins. Even as they take up new lives and identities, Nox and
Amaris never forget one thing: they will stop at nothing to reunite. But the threat of war looms
overhead, and the two are inevitably swept into a conflict between human and fae, magic and
mundane. With strange new alliances, untested powers, and a bond that neither time nor distance
could possibly break, the fate of the realms lies in the hands of two orphans — and the love they hold
for each other.
  sharp stick parents guide: Plugged-In Parenting Bob Waliszewski, 2011-10-14 Plugged-In
Parenting comes at a time when parents find themselves between a rock and a hard place. They
want to protect their children from the increasingly violent and sexualized content of movies, TV, the
Internet, and music as well as cyberbullying and obsessive cell phone texting. But they fear that
simply “laying down the law” will alienate their kids. Can parents stay connected to the media while
staying connected to God and to each other? This book makes a powerful case for teaching kids
media discernment, but doesn’t stop there. It shows how to use teachable moments, evidence from
research and pop culture, Scripture, questions, parental example, and a written family
entertainment constitution to uphold biblical standards without damaging the parent-child
relationship.
  sharp stick parents guide: The Revolt of The Public and the Crisis of Authority in the
New Millennium Martin Gurri , 2018-12-04 How insurgencies—enabled by digital devices and a
vast information sphere—have mobilized millions of ordinary people around the world. In the words
of economist and scholar Arnold Kling, Martin Gurri saw it coming. Technology has categorically
reversed the information balance of power between the public and the elites who manage the great
hierarchical institutions of the industrial age: government, political parties, the media. The Revolt of
the Public tells the story of how insurgencies, enabled by digital devices and a vast information
sphere, have mobilized millions of ordinary people around the world. Originally published in 2014,
The Revolt of the Public is now available in an updated edition, which includes an extensive analysis
of Donald Trump’s improbable rise to the presidency and the electoral triumphs of Brexit. The book
concludes with a speculative look forward, pondering whether the current elite class can bring about
a reformation of the democratic process and whether new organizing principles, adapted to a digital
world, can arise out of the present political turbulence.
  sharp stick parents guide: Cassell's household guide Cassell, ltd, 1873
  sharp stick parents guide: Shelter Jung Yun, 2016-03-15 Shelter is domestic drama at its best,
a gripping narrative of secrets and revelations that seized me from beginning to end.—Viet Thanh
Nguyen, Pulitzer Prize-Winning author of The Sympathizer One of The Millions' Most Anticipated
Books of the Year (Selected by Edan Lepucki) Now BuzzFeed's #1 Most Buzzed About Book of 2016
So Far Longlisted for the Center for Fiction First Novel Prize Kyung Cho is a young father burdened
by a house he can’t afford. For years, he and his wife, Gillian, have lived beyond their means. Now
their debts and bad decisions are catching up with them, and Kyung is anxious for his family’s
future. A few miles away, his parents, Jin and Mae, live in the town’s most exclusive neighborhood,
surrounded by the material comforts that Kyung desires for his wife and son. Growing up, they gave
him every possible advantage—private tutors, expensive hobbies—but they never showed him
kindness. Kyung can hardly bear to see them now, much less ask for their help. Yet when an act of
violence leaves Jin and Mae unable to live on their own, the dynamic suddenly changes, and he’s
compelled to take them in. For the first time in years, the Chos find themselves living under the
same roof. Tensions quickly mount as Kyung’s proximity to his parents forces old feelings of guilt
and anger to the surface, along with a terrible and persistent question: how can he ever be a good
husband, father, and son when he never knew affection as a child? As Shelter veers swiftly toward
its startling conclusion, Jung Yun leads us through dark and violent territory, where, unexpectedly,
the Chos discover hope. Shelter is a masterfully crafted debut novel that asks what it means to
provide for one's family and, in answer, delivers a story as riveting as it is profound.
  sharp stick parents guide: The Origin of Consciousness in the Breakdown of the Bicameral
Mind Julian Jaynes, 2000-08-15 National Book Award Finalist: “This man’s ideas may be the most



influential, not to say controversial, of the second half of the twentieth century.”—Columbus
Dispatch At the heart of this classic, seminal book is Julian Jaynes's still-controversial thesis that
human consciousness did not begin far back in animal evolution but instead is a learned process that
came about only three thousand years ago and is still developing. The implications of this
revolutionary scientific paradigm extend into virtually every aspect of our psychology, our history
and culture, our religion—and indeed our future. “Don’t be put off by the academic title of Julian
Jaynes’s The Origin of Consciousness in the Breakdown of the Bicameral Mind. Its prose is always
lucid and often lyrical…he unfolds his case with the utmost intellectual rigor.”—The New York Times
“When Julian Jaynes . . . speculates that until late in the twentieth millennium BC men had no
consciousness but were automatically obeying the voices of the gods, we are astounded but
compelled to follow this remarkable thesis.”—John Updike, The New Yorker “He is as startling as
Freud was in The Interpretation of Dreams, and Jaynes is equally as adept at forcing a new view of
known human behavior.”—American Journal of Psychiatry
  sharp stick parents guide: The Paraprofessional's Guide to Effective Behavioral Intervention
Betty Y. Ashbaker, Jill Morgan, 2015-02-20 The Paraprofessional’s Guide to Effective Behavioral
Intervention is a comprehensive guide to appropriate behavioral strategies in the classroom, based
on the Least Restrictive Behavioral Intervention (LRBI) and Positive Behavioral Intervention
Strategies (PBIS). This highly practical book provides: an increased understanding of the processes
underlying student behavior in the classroom, including motivation a wide range of strategies for
establishing and promoting positive behavior, as well as counteracting and reducing negative
behaviors skills related to nationally recognized standards for paraprofessional competence an
understanding of widely accepted principles and practices such as Response to Intervention (RTI).
Set in the context of the legal requirements for paraprofessionals to work under the direction of a
professional (ESEA) and be appropriately supervised (IDEA), The Paraprofessional’s Guide to
Effective Behavioral Intervention illuminates research-based, practical strategies shown to be
effective in a wide range of educational settings and which can be implemented immediately and
with confidence.
  sharp stick parents guide: Cassell's Household Guide: Being a Complete Encyclopaedia of
Domestic and Social Economy, Etc Cassell & Company, 1877
  sharp stick parents guide: Paper Sloyd Ednah Anne Rich, 1905
  sharp stick parents guide: Unofficial Guide to Las Vegas 2019 Bob Sehlinger, 2018-09-18 Your
guide on how to have fun and understand the crazy environment that is today’s Las Vegas With
insightful writing, up-to-date reviews of major attractions, and a lot of “local” knowledge, The
Unofficial Guide to Las Vegas 2019 has it all. Compiled and written by a team of experienced
researchers whose work has been cited by such diverse sources as USA Today and Operations
Research Forum, The Unofficial Guide to Las Vegas digs deeper and offers more than any single
author could. This is the only guide that explains how Las Vegas works and how to use that
knowledge to make every minute and every dollar of your time there count. With advice that is
direct, prescriptive, and detailed, it takes out the guesswork. Eclipsing the usual list of choices, it
unambiguously rates and ranks everything from hotels, restaurants, and attractions to rental car
companies. With The Unofficial Guide to Las Vegas, you know what’s available in every category,
from the best to the worst. The reader will also find the sections about the history of the town and
the chapters on gambling fascinating. In truth, The Unofficial Guide to Las Vegas, by Bob Sehlinger,
emphasizes how to have fun and understand the crazy environment that is today’s Vegas. It’s a
keeper.
  sharp stick parents guide: Cassell's Household Guide to Every Department of Practical Life ,
1899
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