
my librarian is a camel

my librarian is a camel is more than just a catchy phrase—it’s a window into a fascinating world where
books travel across deserts, rivers, and mountains to reach eager readers. This article explores the
innovative concept of mobile libraries, inspired by Margriet Ruurs’ celebrated book "My Librarian Is a
Camel." We delve into the incredible journeys that librarians undertake to promote literacy in remote
regions, the unique vehicles—camels, boats, elephants, and more—used to deliver books, and the profound
impact these mobile libraries have on communities worldwide. Readers will discover the challenges faced
by these traveling librarians, the inspiring stories of children whose lives are changed by access to books,
and the enduring importance of literacy in the modern age. This comprehensive guide is ideal for
educators, parents, and anyone interested in global education solutions, literacy advocacy, and the creative
ways books reach people everywhere.
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Understanding "My Librarian Is a Camel": Book Overview

"My Librarian Is a Camel" is a nonfiction children’s book written by Margriet Ruurs. The book showcases
the extraordinary efforts of librarians who use creative means to deliver books to children in hard-to-reach
areas around the globe. Through engaging photographs and well-researched stories, the book documents
real-life examples of mobile libraries operating in places like Mongolia, Kenya, and Finland. Ruurs
highlights not only the resourcefulness of these librarians but also the universal love for reading and
learning.



This title has become a popular resource in classrooms and libraries, sparking discussions about global
literacy and the challenges faced by communities without easy access to books. The book’s international
perspective makes it an excellent tool for teaching children about cultural differences, empathy, and the
value of education.

The Global Reach of Mobile Libraries

Mobile libraries operate in diverse environments, from deserts to rainforests, serving populations that
traditional libraries cannot reach. These programs are often initiated by governments, NGOs, and passionate
individuals who recognize the transformative power of books. The concept of "my librarian is a camel"
underscores the lengths to which librarians go to bring literature to remote villages, nomadic tribes, and
isolated islands.

By using locally available resources—such as camels in Kenya, boats in Bangladesh, and donkeys in
Colombia—mobile libraries adapt to their environments to ensure books reach those who need them most.
This adaptability makes mobile libraries a vital part of global education strategies and literacy campaigns.

Innovative Methods: How Books Travel the World

Camels as Book Carriers

In arid regions like Kenya and Mongolia, camels are perfectly suited for transporting books across vast
deserts. These animals are strong, resilient, and capable of carrying heavy loads over long distances.
Librarians pack boxes of books onto camel backs and travel from village to village, setting up temporary
libraries wherever they go. This unique method allows children in nomadic communities to enjoy the joy
of reading.

Boats and Floating Libraries

Waterways offer another creative solution for mobile libraries. In countries like Bangladesh and Norway,
boats are transformed into floating libraries that travel to isolated river communities. These boats are stocked
with a variety of books, providing much-needed educational resources to children and adults who live far
from urban centers.

Other Unique Vehicles



Elephants: In Thailand, elephants trek through jungles to deliver books to hill tribes.

Donkeys: Colombian librarians use donkeys to carry books to rural schools.

Bicycles: In Zimbabwe, bicycles help librarians navigate rough terrain to reach scattered villages.

Motorcycles and Vans: In Australia and Canada, motorized vehicles are used to cover vast distances
quickly.

These innovative methods demonstrate the creativity and commitment of librarians worldwide, ensuring
that no child is left without access to books.

Impact on Literacy and Education

The impact of mobile libraries is profound, especially in communities where formal education resources are
scarce. By delivering books directly to children, mobile libraries foster a love for reading from an early age,
improve literacy rates, and support lifelong learning. Access to books has been linked to higher academic
achievement, improved language skills, and greater opportunities for personal growth.

Mobile libraries also support teachers in remote schools, providing them with teaching materials and
storybooks that enrich classroom experiences. The presence of books encourages family reading and
community engagement, helping to build a culture of literacy that extends beyond the classroom.

Challenges Faced by Mobile Libraries

Despite their success, mobile libraries encounter numerous challenges. Physical obstacles such as rough
terrain, extreme weather, and limited infrastructure make transportation difficult. In some regions, political
instability or conflict can hamper efforts to deliver books safely.

Funding is another major concern. Many mobile library programs rely on donations, grants, or government
support, which can be unpredictable. Maintaining book collections, repairing vehicles, and training staff
require ongoing resources. Additionally, cultural and language barriers may affect book selection and the
effectiveness of literacy outreach.

Geographical barriers (deserts, mountains, rivers)1.

Limited financial support2.



Weather-related disruptions3.

Political and social instability4.

Language diversity among recipients5.

Overcoming these challenges requires collaboration, innovation, and perseverance from librarians and their
communities.

Inspiring Stories from Remote Communities

Kenya: Nomadic Children Discover the World of Books

In northern Kenya, camel caravans deliver books to nomadic children who move frequently with their
families. For many, these mobile libraries are their first introduction to storybooks, opening doors to
imagination and knowledge. Local teachers report increased student engagement and improved literacy
rates since the program's inception.

Colombia: Donkey Libraries Bring Hope

In rural Colombia, the "Biblioburro" project uses donkeys to carry books to isolated villages. Librarian Luis
Soriano has become a local hero, inspiring children to read and pursue their dreams. His efforts have
garnered international recognition and ignited similar projects in other regions.

Norway: Floating Libraries Connect Island Communities

The floating library in Norway serves island communities along the coast, delivering books and cultural
programs year-round. Residents eagerly await each visit, and the library plays a central role in promoting
lifelong learning and cultural exchange.

How Mobile Libraries Promote Cultural Exchange

Mobile libraries not only increase literacy but also promote cultural understanding by sharing books from
diverse authors and genres. Children and adults are exposed to stories from around the world, fostering
empathy and global awareness. Librarians often include local folktales, history books, and international



literature in their collections, encouraging dialogue and learning between cultures.

Through reading, communities gain new perspectives and appreciation for traditions both near and far.
Mobile libraries also facilitate language learning by offering bilingual books, supporting multicultural
education initiatives.

Future Trends in Mobile Library Services

As technology evolves, mobile libraries are finding new ways to reach readers. Digital libraries, e-books,
and solar-powered tablets are being introduced to remote areas where internet access is limited. These
innovations complement traditional services and expand educational opportunities even further.

The "my librarian is a camel" spirit continues to inspire librarians to adopt creative solutions and advocate
for literacy worldwide. Partnerships with local governments, international organizations, and technology
companies are helping to ensure the sustainability and growth of mobile library programs for future
generations.

Q: What is "My Librarian Is a Camel" about?
A: "My Librarian Is a Camel" is a nonfiction children’s book that explores how mobile libraries deliver books
to remote communities around the world using creative transportation methods like camels, boats,
elephants, and donkeys.

Q: Why are camels used to deliver books in some countries?
A: Camels are used in arid regions such as Kenya and Mongolia because they are well-adapted to desert
environments and can carry heavy loads across long distances, making them ideal for mobile library
services.

Q: What impact do mobile libraries have on literacy?
A: Mobile libraries significantly improve literacy rates by providing access to reading materials in areas
where traditional libraries are unavailable, fostering a love for reading and supporting education in remote
communities.

Q: What challenges do mobile libraries face?
A: Mobile libraries face challenges such as difficult terrain, limited funding, weather disruptions, political



instability, and language barriers, which can affect their ability to deliver books effectively.

Q: How do boats function as mobile libraries?
A: In countries with extensive waterways, boats are converted into floating libraries that travel to isolated
communities, bringing books and educational resources to those who live far from urban centers.

Q: Are there digital mobile libraries?
A: Yes, some mobile library programs are incorporating digital resources like e-books and tablets to expand
access to reading materials, especially in areas with limited physical infrastructure.

Q: What are some other animals used in mobile libraries besides camels?
A: Besides camels, elephants, donkeys, and horses are used in various countries to transport books to remote
villages, adapting to local environments and needs.

Q: Who benefits from mobile library services?
A: Children, teachers, and families in remote and underserved communities benefit from mobile libraries,
gaining access to books that support education and personal development.

Q: How do mobile libraries promote cultural exchange?
A: By offering books from different cultures and languages, mobile libraries foster understanding, empathy,
and dialogue among diverse communities.

Q: Where can educators find more information about mobile libraries?
A: Educators can explore books like "My Librarian Is a Camel," educational websites, and literacy
organizations for more information and resources on mobile libraries and global education initiatives.
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