
of mice and men
of mice and men is a classic novella written by John Steinbeck that continues to capture the
imagination of readers and scholars alike. Set during the Great Depression, the story explores
themes such as friendship, dreams, loneliness, and the struggle for survival. This article provides a
comprehensive analysis of of mice and men, including its plot summary, major characters, central
themes, literary devices, historical context, and lasting impact. Readers will gain a deeper
understanding of why of mice and men remains a staple in literature classrooms and why its
messages still resonate today. Whether you are a student, educator, or literature enthusiast, this
guide offers valuable insights and key information about Steinbeck's iconic work.
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Plot Overview of Of Mice and Men

Of mice and men follows the journey of two displaced ranch workers, George Milton and Lennie
Small, as they seek employment and a better life in California during the 1930s. The novella opens
with George and Lennie arriving at a new ranch after fleeing their previous job due to a
misunderstanding involving Lennie’s strength and lack of social awareness. Their dream is simple
yet powerful: to own a piece of land and become self-sufficient. However, the harsh realities of the
era, combined with Lennie's mental challenges and society's prejudices, set the stage for inevitable
tragedy. The story weaves together moments of hope, camaraderie, and despair, ultimately
delivering a powerful commentary on the American Dream and its attainability.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The compelling narrative of of mice and men is driven by its well-developed characters. Each
individual serves a specific purpose in illustrating the novella’s core themes and advancing the plot.



George Milton

George Milton is a small, intelligent man who cares deeply for Lennie. Although frustrated by their
situation, George remains devoted to protecting Lennie and nurturing their shared dream. His
practicality and quick thinking often keep them out of trouble, making him the story's anchor.

Lennie Small

Lennie Small is physically strong but mentally disabled, often unaware of his own strength. His
childlike innocence and obsession with petting soft things create both endearing and dangerous
situations. Lennie’s dependency on George is central to the narrative and highlights the importance
of companionship.

Other Key Characters

Candy: An aging, disabled ranch worker who clings to hope through George and Lennie’s
dream.

Curley: The boss’s aggressive son, whose jealousy and suspicion fuel conflict.

Curley’s Wife: The only significant female character, representing themes of isolation and
unfulfilled dreams.

Crooks: The black stable hand who suffers from racial discrimination and loneliness.

Slim: A skilled mule driver, respected by all, symbolizing wisdom and fairness.

Major Themes in Of Mice and Men

Steinbeck’s novella explores several universal themes that contribute to its continued relevance.
Understanding these themes is essential for grasping the deeper layers of meaning in of mice and
men.

The American Dream

At the heart of of mice and men is the pursuit of the American Dream. George and Lennie’s
aspiration to buy land represents the hope for independence and stability. However, the novella
presents a bleak reality where such dreams are often unattainable for the marginalized.



Friendship and Loneliness

The relationship between George and Lennie stands in stark contrast to the loneliness experienced
by other characters. Steinbeck illustrates how companionship offers solace in a hostile world, while
isolation leads to despair and vulnerability.

Power, Strength, and Weakness

Physical and social power play significant roles in the story. Lennie’s physical strength contrasts
with his mental limitations, while characters like Curley wield authority through aggression. The
novella scrutinizes how society treats the weak and the consequences of unchecked power.

Discrimination and Prejudice

Of mice and men exposes the prejudice faced by minorities and women during the Great Depression.
Crooks, Candy, and Curley’s wife each endure discrimination based on race, age, disability, or
gender, reflecting larger societal issues of inequality.

Literary Devices and Style

John Steinbeck employs a variety of literary techniques to create a vivid and impactful narrative in of
mice and men. His writing style is both accessible and richly layered, contributing to the novella’s
enduring popularity.

Symbolism

Steinbeck uses symbols such as Lennie’s puppy, Candy’s dog, and the dream farm to convey deeper
meanings about hope, innocence, and the harshness of reality. Each symbol adds complexity to the
characters’ experiences and choices.

Foreshadowing

The narrative is carefully constructed with foreshadowing, preparing readers for pivotal events.
Repeated references to trouble and warnings about Lennie’s behavior hint at the tragic outcome,
creating tension and anticipation.



Dialogue and Setting

Steinbeck’s use of colloquial dialogue captures the voices of itinerant workers, lending authenticity
to the characters. The detailed descriptions of the ranch and surrounding landscape immerse
readers in the historical context of the Great Depression.

Historical and Social Context

Understanding the historical and social backdrop of of mice and men enhances appreciation for its
themes and characters. The novella is set during the Great Depression, a period marked by
economic hardship, widespread unemployment, and social upheaval.

The Great Depression Era

During the 1930s, millions of Americans were displaced, seeking work wherever possible. Migrant
workers like George and Lennie faced unstable employment, poor living conditions, and little hope
for advancement. Steinbeck’s depiction captures the struggles and resilience of this group.

Social Issues Reflected in the Novel

Of mice and men addresses issues such as poverty, discrimination, and the vulnerability of
marginalized individuals. The treatment of Crooks, Candy, and Curley’s wife highlights the
intersection of race, age, disability, and gender in shaping personal destinies.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Since its publication in 1937, of mice and men has garnered widespread acclaim for its poignant
storytelling and social commentary. The novella quickly became a staple in American literature,
studied in schools and adapted for stage and screen.

Publication and Impact

Of mice and men was published to immediate success, resonating with readers facing similar
hardships during the Depression. Its accessible style and universal themes contributed to its
popularity among diverse audiences.



Controversy and Censorship

Despite its acclaim, the novella has faced challenges and bans due to its language, themes, and
portrayal of marginalized groups. Debates continue over its appropriateness for young readers,
reflecting its ability to provoke thought and conversation.

Enduring Influence

Of mice and men remains a touchstone for discussions about the American Dream, social justice, and
humanity’s need for connection. Its influence extends to literature, theater, film, and education,
ensuring its legacy for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the main message of of mice and men?
A: The main message centers on the fragility of dreams, the importance of friendship, and the harsh
realities faced by marginalized individuals during the Great Depression.

Q: Who are the protagonists in of mice and men?
A: The protagonists are George Milton and Lennie Small, two itinerant ranch workers who share a
close bond and a dream of owning land.

Q: Why is the title "of mice and men" significant?
A: The title refers to Robert Burns’s poem about how even the best-laid plans of mice and men often
go awry, reflecting the characters’ unattainable dreams.

Q: What themes are explored in of mice and men?
A: Key themes include the American Dream, friendship, loneliness, discrimination, power, and the
nature of hope and loss.

Q: How does Steinbeck use symbolism in of mice and men?
A: Steinbeck uses symbols like Lennie’s puppy, Candy’s dog, and the dream farm to represent
innocence, aging, and hope, adding depth to the narrative.



Q: What is the setting of of mice and men?
A: The novella is set in California during the Great Depression, primarily on a ranch where George
and Lennie seek employment.

Q: Why is of mice and men frequently challenged or banned?
A: It has been challenged for its language, portrayal of violence, and sensitive themes involving race,
gender, and disability.

Q: What is the significance of the ending of of mice and men?
A: The ending highlights the impossibility of achieving the American Dream for many and
underscores the tragic consequences of societal prejudice and isolation.

Q: Which literary devices are prominent in of mice and men?
A: Steinbeck’s use of foreshadowing, symbolism, dialogue, and vivid imagery are key literary devices
that enrich the novella.

Q: What impact did of mice and men have on American
literature?
A: The novella has had a profound influence, shaping discussions about social justice, the American
Dream, and the human need for connection, and remains widely taught and adapted.

Of Mice And Men
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More than just a poignant tale of friendship during the Great Depression, it's a powerful exploration
of profound themes – loneliness, the elusive American Dream, and the brutal realities of life for
marginalized individuals. This blog post delves deep into the novella, analyzing its key characters,
plot points, and enduring significance. We'll unpack the symbolism, explore the tragic consequences
of flawed hopes, and ultimately examine why Of Mice and Men continues to resonate with readers
across generations.

H2: The American Dream Deferred: George and Lennie's Shared Vision

The novella centers around George Milton and Lennie Small, two migrant workers bound by an
unusual friendship. Their shared dream – to own a small farm, a piece of land they can call their own
– embodies the classic American Dream. However, Steinbeck masterfully demonstrates how this
dream, so readily attainable in idealistic narratives, is cruelly elusive for those facing systemic
disadvantage. George, the pragmatic and fiercely loyal caretaker, meticulously plans their future,
while Lennie, a gentle giant with a childlike mind and immense physical strength, provides the
unwavering hope that fuels their shared ambition. This stark contrast in personalities highlights the
complexity of their relationship and underscores the challenges they face.

H3: The Weight of Responsibility and the Burden of Care

George’s devotion to Lennie is both heartwarming and heartbreaking. He carries the burden of
responsibility for Lennie, constantly protecting him from the harsh realities of their world and the
consequences of his unintentional actions. This burden weighs heavily on George, leading to
moments of frustration and resentment, yet his loyalty never wavers. This complex dynamic
underscores the multifaceted nature of human connection and the sacrifices we make for those we
love.

H2: Exploring the Supporting Characters: A Microcosm of Society

Of Mice and Men isn't solely focused on George and Lennie. Steinbeck populates the novella with a
rich cast of secondary characters who represent a microcosm of society during the Great
Depression. Candy, the aging ranch hand with his loyal dog, represents the fear of obsolescence and
the loss of dignity. Curley, the boss's son, embodies insecurity and aggression, fueled by his feelings
of inadequacy. His wife, a lonely and yearning woman, represents the desperation and isolation
often experienced by women in patriarchal societies. Crooks, the black stable buck, faces the added
burden of racial discrimination, highlighting the pervasive societal injustices of the era. Each
character contributes to the tapestry of the narrative, enriching the overall themes and providing a
nuanced picture of human experience.

H3: The Power of Symbolism: Rabbits, Dreams, and the American Landscape

Steinbeck masterfully employs symbolism throughout Of Mice and Men. Lennie's obsession with
tending rabbits symbolizes the fragility and unattainability of their dream. The ranch itself serves as
a symbolic representation of a harsh and unforgiving environment, while the characters' interactions
reflect the broader societal inequalities of the time. The death of Candy’s dog foreshadows the tragic
fate of Lennie, highlighting the cyclical nature of loss and the inevitability of death in the face of a
cruel world. The constant references to nature juxtapose the harsh realities of the human condition,
emphasizing the brutal indifference of the natural world.



H2: The Tragic Conclusion and its Enduring Relevance

The novella’s tragic ending is both heartbreaking and unavoidable. Lennie’s accidental killing of
Curley’s wife, a consequence of his immense strength and childlike innocence, leads to a devastating
climax. George’s act of mercy, choosing to end Lennie’s life to spare him from a worse fate, is
simultaneously an act of profound love and a crushing acceptance of their shared dream’s demise.
This powerful conclusion underscores the destructive nature of societal injustices and the
inescapable realities of a world that often crushes the hopes and dreams of the marginalized.

H2: Why Of Mice and Men Remains a Literary Masterpiece

Of Mice and Men transcends its historical context. Its exploration of universal themes – friendship,
loneliness, dreams, and the struggle for dignity – continues to resonate with readers today. The
novella's brevity, powerful characterizations, and evocative language make it a compelling and
emotionally resonant read. Its enduring popularity in schools and universities highlights its ongoing
value as a powerful exploration of the human condition. The simplicity of the language belies the
depth of its themes, making it accessible to a wide range of readers while still offering profound
insights into the complexities of human interaction and the persistent struggle against adversity.

Conclusion:

Of Mice and Men is more than just a historical novel; it's a timeless exploration of the human spirit,
the persistent pursuit of dreams, and the devastating impact of societal inequalities. Steinbeck’s
masterful storytelling and poignant characters continue to captivate and move readers, leaving a
lasting impression long after the final page is turned. It’s a reminder that even in the face of
crushing adversity, the human spirit perseveres, and the pursuit of hope, however fleeting, remains
a fundamental aspect of the human experience.

FAQs:

1. What is the central theme of Of Mice and Men? The central theme revolves around the
unattainable American Dream and the destructive consequences of loneliness and societal
inequalities.

2. What is the significance of Lennie’s mental disability? Lennie's disability highlights the
vulnerability of marginalized individuals and the challenges they face in a world that often lacks
compassion and understanding.

3. How does the setting of the novella contribute to its themes? The setting, a ranch during the
Great Depression, underscores the harsh realities of poverty, social injustice, and the lack of
opportunity for migrant workers.

4. What is the symbolism of the rabbits? The rabbits symbolize Lennie's innocent dreams and the
unattainable nature of their shared aspirations for a better life.

5. Why is George's decision to kill Lennie considered an act of mercy? George's decision is an act of
mercy because it prevents Lennie from suffering a far worse fate at the hands of others, while also
sparing George the unbearable pain of witnessing such an event.



  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 2018-11 Of Mice and Men es una novela
escrita por el autor John Steinbeck. Publicado en 1937, cuenta la historia de George Milton y Lennie
Small, dos trabajadores desplazados del rancho migratorio, que se mudan de un lugar a otro en
California en busca de nuevas oportunidades de trabajo durante la Gran Depresión en los Estados
Unidos.
  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 1993-09-01 A controversial tale of
friendship and tragedy during the Great Depression They are an unlikely pair: George is small and
quick and dark of face; Lennie, a man of tremendous size, has the mind of a young child. Yet they
have formed a family, clinging together in the face of loneliness and alienation. Laborers in
California's dusty vegetable fields, they hustle work when they can, living a hand-to-mouth
existence. For George and Lennie have a plan: to own an acre of land and a shack they can call their
own. When they land jobs on a ranch in the Salinas Valley, the fulfillment of their dream seems to be
within their grasp. But even George cannot guard Lennie from the provocations of a flirtatious
woman, nor predict the consequences of Lennie's unswerving obedience to the things George taught
him. A thriller, a gripping tale . . . that you will not set down until it is finished. Steinbeck has
touched the quick. —The New York Times
  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 1937 THE STORY: Two drifters, George
and his friend Lennie, with delusions of living off the fat of the land, have just arrived at a ranch to
work for enough money to buy their own place. Lennie is a man-child, a little boy in the body of a
dangerousl
  of mice and men: The Crossing Cormac McCarthy, 1995-03-14 NATIONAL BESTSELLER •
The second volume of the award-winning Border Trilogy—From the bestselling author of The
Passenger and the Pulitzer Prize–winning novel The Road—fulfills the promise of All the Pretty
Horses and at the same time give us a work that is darker and more visionary, a novel with the
unstoppable momentum of a classic western and the elegaic power of a lost American myth. In the
late 1930s, sixteen-year-old Billy Parham captures a she-wolf that has been marauding his family's
ranch. But instead of killing it, he decides to take it back to the mountains of Mexico. With that
crossing, he begins an arduous and often dreamlike journey into a country where men meet ghosts
and violence strikes as suddenly as heat-lightning—a world where there is no order save that which
death has put there. An essential novel by any measure, The Crossing is luminous and appalling, a
book that touches, stops, and starts the heart and mind at once. Look for Cormac McCarthy's latest
bestselling novels, The Passenger and Stella Maris.
  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men: Teacher's Deluxe Edition John Steinbeck, 2013-01-03
Penguin Classics presents John Steinbeck’s classic tale as an eBook enhanced with ten exclusive
video clips featuring students responses, questions for classroom discussions, and an American
Dream assignment Nobel Prize-winner John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men remains one of America's
most widely read and taught novels. An unlikely pair, George and Lennie, two migrant workers in
California during the Great Depression, grasp for their American Dream. Laborers in California's
dusty vegetable fields, they hustle work when they can, living a hand-to-mouth existence. For
George and Lennie have a plan: to own an acre of land and a shack they can call their own. When
they land jobs on a ranch in the Salinas Valley, the fulfillment of their dream seems to be within their
grasp. But even George cannot guard Lennie from the provocations, nor predict the consequences of
Lennie's unswerving obedience to the things George taught him. Of Mice and Men: Teacher’s
Edition includes the following: • An introduction and suggested further reading by Susan
Shillinglaw, a professor of English at San Jose State University and Scholar-in-Residence at the
National Steinbeck Center in Salinas • The poem “To a Mouse, On Turning Her Up in Her Nest with
the Plough, November 1785” by Robert Burns (the original source of Steinbeck’s title Of Mice and
Men) • The 1962 Nobel Banquet Speech by John Steinbeck • An exclusive audio interview with
award-winning actor James Earl Jones on his stage performances in Of Mice and Men • Ten
exclusive videos of students on major themes from the novel tied to group discussion questions
included in the eBook, and an American Dream assignment, for the ultimate educational experience



  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men and Zombies Ryan Colley, 2018-04-16 Have you ever
questioned how Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck would have went if there was a zombie
apocalypse as opposed to the Great Depression? Well, I did. What started as a fun personal project
quickly escalated into something bigger. This is a short novella, about half the length of an average
book and does not fit into the Among the Dead series. Originally published in 1937 by John
Steinbeck, reimagined and corrupted by Ryan Colley in 2018 for this satirical novella. George
Milton, an intelligent and quick witted survivor, and Lennie Small, a physically strong but
intellectually challenged childlike individual, are two displaced ranch workers fleeing the
apocalypse. Forced to move from place to place, partially due to Lennie's misdeeds and mainly due
to the undead roaming the land. They both search for work in a collapsing world in an attempt to
buy their own corner of heaven where they will be safe together from the Sick Ones and live off the
fatta the lan. For fans of the original novel, apocalypse fiction, or for those looking for something
different.
  of mice and men: Cannery Row John Steinbeck, 2002-02-05 Steinbeck's tough yet charming
portrait of people on the margins of society, dependant on one another for both physical and
emotional survival Published in 1945, Cannery Row focuses on the acceptance of life as it is: both
the exuberance of community and the loneliness of the individual. Drawing on his memories of the
real inhabitants of Monterey, California, including longtime friend Ed Ricketts, Steinbeck
interweaves the stories of Doc, Dora, Mack and his boys, Lee Chong, and the other characters in this
world where only the fittest survive, to create a novel that is at once one of his most humorous and
poignant works. In her introduction, Susan Shillinglaw shows how the novel expresses, both in style
and theme, much that is essentially Steinbeck: “scientific detachment, empathy toward the lonely
and depressed…and, at the darkest level…the terror of isolation and nothingness.” For more than
seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking
world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary
authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators. From the Trade Paperback
edition.
  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men - John Steinbeck Harold Bloom, 2013 Provides a
collection of critical essays on Steinbeck's Of mice and men.
  of mice and men: A Primer of Burns Robert Burns, 1907
  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men Charlotte Cook Hadella, 1995 At the core of the story
Steinbeck wrote as a play-novella are the well-known characters of Lenny and George, migrant
workers, lifelong companions, the one hugely strong and mentally deficient, the other small, wiry,
and quick-minded. Hadella offers a complete analysis of these characters and their relationship,
bringing to bear both Jungian and biblical mythology and comparing them with figures in other
Steinbeck works.
  of mice and men: Friendship in an Age of Economics Todd May, 2012-06-21 We live in an age
of economics. We are encouraged not only to think of our work but also of our lives in economic
terms. In many of our practices, we are told that we are consumers and entrepreneurs. What has
come to be called neoliberalism is not only a theory of market relations; it is a theory of human
relations. Friendship in an Age of Economics both describes and confronts this new reality. It
confronts it on some familiar terrain: that of friendship. Friendship, particularly close or deep
friendship, resists categorization into economic terms. In a sustained investigation of friendship, this
book shows how friendship offers an alternative to neoliberal relationships and can help lay the
groundwork for resistance to it.
  of mice and men: Things Fall Apart Chinua Achebe, 1994-09-01 “A true classic of world
literature . . . A masterpiece that has inspired generations of writers in Nigeria, across Africa, and
around the world.” —Barack Obama “African literature is incomplete and unthinkable without the
works of Chinua Achebe.” —Toni Morrison Nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels by



PBS’s The Great American Read Things Fall Apart is the first of three novels in Chinua Achebe's
critically acclaimed African Trilogy. It is a classic narrative about Africa's cataclysmic encounter
with Europe as it establishes a colonial presence on the continent. Told through the fictional
experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and fearless Igbo warrior of Umuofia in the late 1800s, Things
Fall Apart explores one man's futile resistance to the devaluing of his Igbo traditions by British
political andreligious forces and his despair as his community capitulates to the powerful new order.
With more than 20 million copies sold and translated into fifty-seven languages, Things Fall Apart
provides one of the most illuminating and permanent monuments to African experience. Achebe does
not only capture life in a pre-colonial African village, he conveys the tragedy of the loss of that world
while broadening our understanding of our contemporary realities.
  of mice and men: Mrs. Dalloway Virginia Woolf, 2023-12-16 Mrs Dalloway, Virginia Woolf's
fourth novel, offers the reader an impression of a single June day in London in 1923. Clarissa
Dalloway, the wife of a Conservative member of parliament, is preparing to give an evening party,
while the shell-shocked Septimus Warren Smith hears the birds in Regent's Park chattering in
Greek. There seems to be nothing, except perhaps London, to link Clarissa and Septimus. She is
middle-aged and prosperous, with a sheltered happy life behind her; Smith is young, poor, and
driven to hatred of himself and the whole human race. Yet both share a terror of existence, and
sense the pull of death. The world of Mrs Dalloway is evoked in Woolf's famous stream of
consciousness style, in a lyrical and haunting language which has made this, from its publication in
1925, one of her most popular novels.
  of mice and men: Steinbeck in Vietnam John Steinbeck, 2012-03-29 Although his career
continued for almost three decades after the 1939 publication of The Grapes of Wrath, John
Steinbeck is still most closely associated with his Depression-era works of social struggle. But from
Pearl Harbor on, he often wrote passionate accounts of America’s wars based on his own firsthand
experience. Vietnam was no exception. Thomas E. Barden’s Steinbeck in Vietnam offers for the first
time a complete collection of the dispatches Steinbeck wrote as a war correspondent for Newsday.
Rejected by the military because of his reputation as a subversive, and reticent to document the war
officially for the Johnson administration, Steinbeck saw in Newsday a unique opportunity to put his
skills to use. Between December 1966 and May 1967, the sixty-four-year-old Steinbeck toured the
major combat areas of South Vietnam and traveled to the north of Thailand and into Laos,
documenting his experiences in a series of columns titled Letters to Alicia, in reference to Newsday
publisher Harry F. Guggenheim’s deceased wife. His columns were controversial, coming at a time
when opposition to the conflict was growing and even ardent supporters were beginning to question
its course. As he dared to go into the field, rode in helicopter gunships, and even fired artillery
pieces, many detractors called him a warmonger and worse. Readers today might be surprised that
the celebrated author would risk his literary reputation to document such a divisive war, particularly
at the end of his career. Drawing on four primary-source archives—the Steinbeck collection at
Princeton, the Papers of Harry F. Guggenheim at the Library of Congress, the Pierpont Morgan
Library’s Steinbeck holdings, and the archives of Newsday—Barden’s collection brings together the
last published writings of this American author of enduring national and international stature. In
addition to offering a definitive edition of these essays, Barden includes extensive notes as well as an
introduction that provides background on the essays themselves, the military situation, the social
context of the 1960s, and Steinbeck’s personal and political attitudes at the time.
  of mice and men: Fahrenheit 451 Ray Bradbury, 2012 Guy Montag is a fireman, his job is to
burn books, which are forbidden.
  of mice and men: Tears of a Tiger Sharon M. Draper, 2013-07-23 The death of high school
basketball star Rob Washington in an automobile accident affects the lives of his close friend Andy,
who was driving the car, and many others in the school.
  of mice and men: The Story Behind John Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men Brian Williams, 2007
This volume is an analysis of John Steinbeck's life and times focusing on 'Of Mice and Men' within its
historical context.



  of mice and men: The Lightness Emily Temple, 2020-06-11 ‘A psychologically smart debut that
swathes teen desire and friendship in mystery and mirth’ Observer ‘Like a twisted Malory Towers or
maybe a cosmic version of ‘Heathers’’ Daily Mail ‘Funny, whip-smart and transcendently wise’ Jenny
Offill ‘The love child of Donna Tartt and Tana French’ Chloe Benjamin
  of mice and men: Skellig David Almond, 2001-11-13 David Almond’s Printz Honor–winning
novel celebrates its 10th anniversary! Ten-year-old Michael was looking forward to moving into a
new house. But now his baby sister is ill, his parents are frantic, and Doctor Death has come to call.
Michael feels helpless. Then he steps into the crumbling garage. . . . What is this thing beneath the
spiders' webs and dead flies? A human being, or a strange kind of beast never before seen? The only
person Michael can confide in is his new friend, Mina. Together, they carry the creature out into the
light, and Michael's world changes forever. . . .
  of mice and men: The Play of Daniel Keyes' Flowers for Algernon , 1993
  of mice and men: The Master and Margarita Mikhail Bulgakov, 2016-03-18 Satan comes to
Soviet Moscow in this critically acclaimed translation of one of the most important and best-loved
modern classics in world literature. The Master and Margarita has been captivating readers around
the world ever since its first publication in 1967. Written during Stalin’s time in power but
suppressed in the Soviet Union for decades, Bulgakov’s masterpiece is an ironic parable on power
and its corruption, on good and evil, and on human frailty and the strength of love. In The Master
and Margarita, the Devil himself pays a visit to Soviet Moscow. Accompanied by a retinue that
includes the fast-talking, vodka-drinking, giant tomcat Behemoth, he sets about creating a whirlwind
of chaos that soon involves the beautiful Margarita and her beloved, a distraught writer known only
as the Master, and even Jesus Christ and Pontius Pilate. The Master and Margarita combines fable,
fantasy, political satire, and slapstick comedy to create a wildly entertaining and unforgettable tale
that is commonly considered the greatest novel to come out of the Soviet Union. It appears in this
edition in a translation by Mirra Ginsburg that was judged “brilliant” by Publishers Weekly. Praise
for The Master and Margarita “A wild surrealistic romp. . . . Brilliantly flamboyant and outrageous.”
—Joyce Carol Oates, The Detroit News “Fine, funny, imaginative. . . . The Master and Margarita
stands squarely in the great Gogolesque tradition of satiric narrative.” —Saul Maloff, Newsweek “A
rich, funny, moving and bitter novel. . . . Vast and boisterous entertainment.” —The New York Times
“The book is by turns hilarious, mysterious, contemplative and poignant. . . . A great work.”
—Chicago Tribune “Funny, devilish, brilliant satire. . . . It’s literature of the highest order and . . . it
will deliver a full measure of enjoyment and enlightenment.” —Publishers Weekly
  of mice and men: Blankets Craig Thompson, 2023-07-03 Blankets is the story of a young man
coming of age and finding the confidence to express his creative voice. Craig Thompson's poignant
graphic memoir plays out against the backdrop of a Midwestern winterscape: finely-hewn linework
draws together a portrait of small town life, a rigorously fundamentalist Christian childhood, and a
lonely, emotionally mixed-up adolescence. Under an engulfing blanket of snow, Craig and Raina fall
in love at winter church camp, revealing to one another their struggles with faith and their dreams
of escape. Over time though, their personal demons resurface and their relationship falls apart. It's a
universal story, and Thompson's vibrant brushstrokes and unique page designs make the familiar
heartbreaking all over again. This groundbreaking graphic novel, winner of two Eisner and three
Harvey Awards, is an eloquent portrait of adolescent yearning; first love (and first heartache); faith
in crisis; and the process of moving beyond all of that. Beautifully rendered in pen and ink,
Thompson has created a love story that lasts.
  of mice and men: Long Lost Jacqueline West, 2021-05-18 “Perfect to be read late into the
night.”—Stefan Bachmann, internationally bestselling author of The Peculiar “A spooky sisterhood
mystery that is sure to be a hit with readers.”—School Library Journal (starred review) “Grab a
flashlight and stay up late with this one.”—Kirkus Reviews Once there were two sisters who did
everything together. But only one of them disappeared. New York Times–bestselling author
Jacqueline West’s Long Lost is an atmospheric, eerie mystery brimming with suspense. Fans of
Katherine Arden’s Small Spaces and Victoria Schwab’s City of Ghosts series will lose themselves in



this mesmerizing and century-spanning tale. Eleven-year-old Fiona has just read a book that doesn’t
exist. When Fiona’s family moves to a new town to be closer to her older sister’s figure skating
club—and far from Fiona’s close-knit group of friends—nobody seems to notice Fiona’s unhappiness.
Alone and out of place, Fiona ventures to the town’s library, a rambling mansion donated by a
long-dead heiress. And there she finds a gripping mystery novel about a small town, family secrets,
and a tragic disappearance. Soon Fiona begins to notice strange similarities that blur the lines
between the novel and her new town. With a little help from a few odd Lost Lake locals, Fiona
uncovers the book’s strange history. Lost Lake is a town of restless spirits, and Fiona will learn that
both help and danger come from unexpected places—maybe even from the sister she thinks doesn’t
care about her anymore. New York Times–bestselling and acclaimed author Jacqueline West weaves
a heart-pounding, intense, and imaginative mystery that builds anticipation on every page, while
centering on the strong and often tumultuous bond between sisters. Laced with suspense, Long Lost
will fascinate readers of Trenton Lee Stewart’s The Secret Keepers and fans of ghost stories.
  of mice and men: The Handmaid's Tale Margaret Atwood, 2011-09-06 An instant classic and
eerily prescient cultural phenomenon, from “the patron saint of feminist dystopian fiction” (New
York Times). Now an award-winning Hulu series starring Elizabeth Moss. In this
multi-award-winning, bestselling novel, Margaret Atwood has created a stunning Orwellian vision of
the near future. This is the story of Offred, one of the unfortunate “Handmaids” under the new social
order who have only one purpose: to breed. In Gilead, where women are prohibited from holding
jobs, reading, and forming friendships, Offred’s persistent memories of life in the “time before” and
her will to survive are acts of rebellion. Provocative, startling, prophetic, and with Margaret
Atwood’s devastating irony, wit, and acute perceptive powers in full force, The Handmaid’s Tale is at
once a mordant satire and a dire warning.
  of mice and men: Strange Alchemy Gwenda Bond, 2017-01-01 When 114 people go missing on
Roanoke Island in what seems like an eerie repeat of what happened hundreds of years before,
seventeen-year-olds Miranda and Grant may be the key to the mysteries past and present.
  of mice and men: Freedom Libraries Mike Selby, 2019-10-01 Freedom Libraries: The Untold
Story of Libraries for African-Americans in the South. As the Civil Rights Movement exploded across
the United States, the media of the time was able to show the rest of the world images of horrific
racial violence. And while some of the bravest people of the 20th century risked their lives for the
right to simply order a cheeseburger, ride a bus, or use a clean water fountain, there was another
virtually unheard of struggle—this one for the right to read. Although illegal, racial segregation was
strictly enforced in a number of American states, and public libraries were not immune. Numerous
libraries were desegregated on paper only: there would be no cards given to African-Americans, no
books for them read, and no furniture for them to use. It was these exact conditions that helped
create Freedom Libraries. Over eighty of these parallel libraries appeared in the Deep South, staffed
by civil rights voter registration workers. While the grassroots nature of the libraries meant they
varied in size and quality, all of them created the first encounter many African-Americans had with a
library. Terror, bombings, and eventually murder would be visited on the Freedom Libraries—with
people giving up their lives so others could read a library book. This book delves into how these
libraries were the heart of the Civil Rights Movement, and the remarkable courage of the people
who used them. They would forever change libraries and librarianship, even as they helped the
greater movement change the society these libraries belonged to. Photographs of the libraries bring
this little-known part of American history to life.
  of mice and men: What Jane Austen Ate and Charles Dickens Knew Daniel Pool,
2012-10-02 A “delightful reader’s companion” (The New York Times) to the great nineteenth-century
British novels of Austen, Dickens, Trollope, the Brontës, and more, this lively guide clarifies the
sometimes bizarre maze of rules and customs that governed life in Victorian England. For anyone
who has ever wondered whether a duke outranked an earl, when to yell “Tally Ho!” at a fox hunt, or
how one landed in “debtor’s prison,” this book serves as an indispensable historical and literary
resource. Author Daniel Pool provides countless intriguing details (did you know that the “plums” in



Christmas plum pudding were actually raisins?) on the Church of England, sex, Parliament, dinner
parties, country house visiting, and a host of other aspects of nineteenth-century English life—both
“upstairs” and “downstairs. An illuminating glossary gives at a glance the meaning and significance
of terms ranging from “ague” to “wainscoting,” the specifics of the currency system, and a lively
host of other details and curiosities of the day.
  of mice and men: Book Review Digest , 1927 Excerpts from and citations to reviews of more
than 8,000 books each year, drawn from coverage of 109 publications. Book Review Digest provides
citations to and excerpts of reviews of current juvenile and adult fiction and nonfiction in the English
language. Reviews of the following types of books are excluded: government publications, textbooks,
and technical books in the sciences and law. Reviews of books on science for the general reader,
however, are included. The reviews originate in a group of selected periodicals in the humanities,
social sciences, and general science published in the United States, Canada, and Great Britain. -
Publisher.
  of mice and men: Tortilla Flat John Steinbeck, 1997-06-01 Steinbeck is an artists; and he tells
the stories of these lovable thieves and adulterers with a gentle and poetic purity of heart and of
prose. —New York Herald Tribune A Penguin Classic Adopting the structure and themes of the
Arthurian legend, John Steinbeck created a “Camelot” on a shabby hillside above the town of
Monterey, California, and peopled it with a colorful band of knights. At the center of the tale is
Danny, whose house, like Arthur’s castle, becomes a gathering place for men looking for adventure,
camaraderie, and a sense of belonging—men who fiercely resist the corrupting tide of honest toil
and civil rectitude. As Nobel Prize winner Steinbeck chronicles their deeds—their multiple lovers,
their wonderful brawls, their Rabelaisian wine-drinking—he spins a tale as compelling and ultimately
as touched by sorrow as the famous legends of the Round Table, which inspired him. This edition
features an introduction by Thomas Fensch. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the
leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles,
Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across
genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.
  of mice and men: The Cay Theodore Taylor, 2011-09-28 For fans of Hatchet and Island of the
Blue Dolphins comes Theodore Taylor’s classic bestseller and Lewis Carroll Shelf Award winner, The
Cay. Phillip is excited when the Germans invade the small island of Curaçao. War has always been a
game to him, and he’s eager to glimpse it firsthand–until the freighter he and his mother are
traveling to the United States on is torpedoed. When Phillip comes to, he is on a small raft in the
middle of the sea. Besides Stew Cat, his only companion is an old West Indian, Timothy. Phillip
remembers his mother’s warning about black people: “They are different, and they live differently.”
But by the time the castaways arrive on a small island, Phillip’s head injury has made him blind and
dependent on Timothy. “Mr. Taylor has provided an exciting story…The idea that all humanity would
benefit from this special form of color blindness permeates the whole book…The result is a story
with a high ethical purpose but no sermon.”—New York Times Book Review “A taut tightly
compressed story of endurance and revelation…At once barbed and tender, tense and fragile—as
Timothy would say, ‘outrageous good.’”—Kirkus Reviews * “Fully realized setting…artful,
unobtrusive use of dialect…the representation of a hauntingly deep love, the poignancy of which is
rarely achieved in children’s literature.”—School Library Journal, Starred “Starkly dramatic,
believable and compelling.”—Saturday Review “A tense and moving experience in
reading.”—Publishers Weekly “Eloquently underscores the intrinsic brotherhood of man.”—Booklist
This is one of the best survival stories since Robinson Crusoe.—The Washington Star · A New York
Times Best Book of the Year · A School Library Journal Best Book of the Year · A Horn Book Honor
Book · An American Library Association Notable Book · A Publishers Weekly Children’s Book to
Remember · A Child Study Association’s Pick of Children’s Books of the Year · Jane Addams Book
Award · Lewis Carroll Shelf Award · Commonwealth Club of California: Literature Award · Southern



California Council on Literature for Children and Young People Award · Woodward School Annual
Book Award · Friends of the Library Award, University of California at Irvine
  of mice and men: Smaller and Smaller Circles F.H. Batacan, 2016-06-07 This harrowing
mystery, winner of the Philippine National Book Award, follows two Catholic priests on the hunt
through Manila for a brutal serial killer Payatas, a 50-acre dump northeast of Manila’s Quezon City,
is home to thousands of people who live off of what they can scavenge there. It is one of the poorest
neighborhoods in a city whose law enforcement is already stretched thin, devoid of forensic
resources and rife with corruption. So when the eviscerated bodies of preteen boys begin to appear
in the dump heaps, there is no one to seek justice on their behalf. In the rainy summer of 1997, two
Jesuit priests take the matter of protecting their flock into their own hands. Father Gus Saenz is a
respected forensic anthropologist, one of the few in the Philippines, and has been tapped by the
Director of the National Bureau of Investigations as a backup for police efforts. Together with his
protégé, Father Jerome Lucero, a psychologist, Saenz dedicates himself to tracking down the
monster preying on these impoverished boys. Smaller and Smaller Circles, widely regarded as the
first Filipino crime novel, is a poetic masterpiece of literary noir, a sensitive depiction of a time and
place, and a fascinating story about the Catholic Church and its place in its devotees’ lives.
  of mice and men: If I Can't Have You Charlotte Levin, 2020-07-09 'I implore you to read (or
listen to) it. It's so many things - dark, sweet, odd, moving, credible, tender, beautifully written & at
times funny' - Marian Keyes, author of Again, Rachel 'One of the best books I’ve ever read' – Ruth
Jones _______________________________________ If I Can't Have You by Charlotte Levin is an
all-consuming novel about loneliness, obsession and how far we go for the ones we love. After fleeing
Manchester for London, Constance Little attempts to put past tragedies behind her and make a fresh
start. When she embarks on a relationship with the new doctor at the medical practice where she
works, she’s convinced she’s finally found the love and security she craves. Then he ends it. But if
life has taught her anything, it’s that if you love someone, you should never let them go. That's why
for Constance Little, her obsession is only just beginning . . . _______________________________________
'An exceptionally raw and visceral and painfully funny novel' – Emma Flint, author of Little Deaths
'Brilliant. A perfect and completely terrifying depiction of heartbreak and obsession' – Sarah Powell
'A blackly comic but heartfelt story of love and loneliness, with an endearing and damaged heroine' –
Sunday Mirror 'A darkly comic and beautifully written debut novel’ – Woman ‘Blackly comic,
heartrendingly sad – a brilliant debut novel’ – Best 'Compulsively readable and darkly funny with
pin-sharp characterisation’ – Laura Marshall, author of Friend Request
  of mice and men: The Art of Being Normal Lisa Williamson, 2016-05-31 An inspiring and timely
debut novel from Lisa Williamson, The Art of Being Normal is about two transgender friends who
figure out how to navigate teen life with help from each other. David Piper has always been an
outsider. His parents think he's gay. The school bully thinks he's a freak. Only his two best friends
know the real truth: David wants to be a girl. On the first day at his new school Leo Denton has one
goal: to be invisible. Attracting the attention of the most beautiful girl in his class is definitely not
part of that plan. When Leo stands up for David in a fight, an unlikely friendship forms. But things
are about to get messy. Because at Eden Park School secrets have a funny habit of not staying secret
for long , and soon everyone knows that Leo used to be a girl. As David prepares to come out to his
family and transition into life as a girl and Leo wrestles with figuring out how to deal with people
who try to define him through his history, they find in each other the friendship and support they
need to navigate life as transgender teens as well as the courage to decide for themselves what
normal really means.
  of mice and men: Stepmotherland Darrel Alejandro Holnes, 2022-02-01 Stepmotherland is a
tour-de-force debut collection about coming of age, coming out, and coming to America. Winner of
the Andrés Montoya Poetry Prize, Stepmotherland, Darrel Alejandro Holnes’s first full-length
collection, is filled with poems that chronicle and question identity, family, and allegiance. This
Central American love song is in constant motion as it takes us on a lyrical and sometimes narrative
journey from Panamá to the USA and beyond. The driving force behind Holnes’s work is a pursuit for



a new home, and as he searches, he takes the reader on a wild ride through the most pressing
political issues of our time and the most intimate and transformative personal experiences of his life.
Exploring a complex range of emotions, this collection is a celebration of the discovery of America,
the discovery of self, and the ways they may be one and the same. Holnes’s poems experiment with
macaronic language, literary forms, and prosody. In their inventiveness, they create a new tradition
that blurs the borders between poetry, visual art, and dramatic text. The new legacy he creates is
one with significant reverence for the past, which informs a central desire of immigrants and
native-born citizens alike: the desire for a better life. Stepmotherland documents an artist’s
evolution into manhood and heralds the arrival of a stunning new poetic voice.
  of mice and men: Little Worlds Peter Guthrie, Mary Paige, 1985-12
  of mice and men: The Grapes of Wrath John Steinbeck, 2023-06-16 The Grapes of Wrath is a
novel written by John Steinbeck that tells the story of the Joad family's journey from Oklahoma to
California during the Great Depression. The novel highlights the struggles and hardships faced by
migrant workers during this time, as well as the exploitation they faced at the hands of wealthy
landowners. Steinbeck's writing style is raw and powerful, with vivid descriptions that bring the
characters and their surroundings to life. The novel has been widely acclaimed for its social
commentary and remains a classic in American literature. Despite being published over 80 years
ago, the novel still resonates with readers today, serving as a reminder of the importance of empathy
and compassion towards those who are less fortunate.
  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 2020-12-29 Summary of the book Of Mice
and Men is a novella written by John Steinbeck. Published in 1937, it narrates the experiences of
George Milton and Lennie Small, two displaced migrant ranch workers, who move from place to
place in California in search of new job opportunities during the Great Depression in the United
States.
  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 2009-07-08 Celebrating its 75th
anniversary, John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men remains one of America's most widely read and
beloved novels. Here is Steinbeck’s dramatic adaptation of his novel-as-play, which received the
New York Drama Critics’ Circle Award for Best Play in 1937-1938 and has featured a number of
actors who have played the iconic roles of George and Lennie on stage and film, including James
Earl Jones, John Malkovich and Gary Sinise.From the Nobel Prize-winning author of The Grapes of
Wrath and East of Eden, this classic story of an unlikely pair, two migrant workers in California
during the Great Depression who grasp for their American Dream, profoundly touches readers and
audiences alike. George and his simple-minded friend Lenny dream, as drifters will, of a place to call
their own—a couple of acres and a few pigs, chickens, and rabbits back in Hill Country where land is
cheap. But after they come to work on a ranch in the fertile Salinas Valley of California, their hopes,
like “the best laid schemes o’mice an’ men,” begin to go awry. Of Mice and Men also represents an
experiment in form, as Steinbeck described his work, “a kind of playable novel, written in novel form
but so scened and set that it can be played as it stands.” A rarity in American letters, it achieved
remarkable success as a novel, a Broadway play, and three acclaimed films.
  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men SparkNotes Literature Guide SparkNotes, John Steinbeck,
2014 Created by Harvard students for students everywhere--Page 4 of cover.
  of mice and men: Stone Fox John Reynolds Gardiner, 2010-05-18 John Reynolds Gardiner's
classic action-packed adventure story about a thrilling dogsled race has captivated readers for more
than thirty years. Based on a Rocky Mountain legend, Stone Fox tells the story of Little Willy, who
lives with his grandfather in Wyoming. When Grandfather falls ill, he is no longer able to work the
farm, which is in danger of foreclosure. Little Willy is determined to win the National Dogsled
Race—the prize money would save the farm and his grandfather. But he isn't the only one who
desperately wants to win. Willy and his brave dog Searchlight must face off against experienced
racers, including a Native American man named Stone Fox, who has never lost a race. Exciting and
heartwarming, this novel has sold millions of copies and was named a New York Times Outstanding
Children's Book.
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